505 Members Present

LEGISLATIVE GOUNCIL

(Constituted under the Bwitish Guiano,
( Constitut’ion} { Temporary Provisions)
Order in Council, 1953)

THURSDAY, 25TH MARCH, 1954

The Council met at 2 p.m. His
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool-
ford, O.B.E., Q.C., in the Chalir.

PRESENT

His Honour the Speaker, Sir
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E, Q.C.

Ew-Officio Members;—

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, M.
John Giitch, C.M.G., O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. I'. W. Holder, Q.C.
~gn
The Hon. the Financial Secreta;:;,
Mr. W. O. Fraser, O.B.E.

Noninated Members of Ezecutive

. Council :—
The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid,
C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul-

ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem-
ber for Labour, Health and Housing).

The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall.

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.L.
The Hon. G. H. Smellie.

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj.

The Hon. R, C, Tello.,
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Deputy Speaker:—
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.EE.

Nominated Officials :—
Mr. W. T. Lord, 1.S.0.

Mr. J. I. Ramphal.

Nominated Unofficials :—
Mr. T. Lee.
Mre. W. A. Phang.
Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.

Mr. W. A. Macnie; C.M.G., O.B.E.
Mr. C. A. Cartelr.

Mvy. E. F. Correia.

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb.

Mr. H. Rahaman.

Miss Gertrude H. Collins,
Mrs. Esther E. Dey.

Dr. H. A. Fraser.

Lt. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E.

T.D.

Col.

Mr. R. B. Jailal.

Clerk of the Legislature — Mr. L.
Crum Ewing.

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature

—Mr. L R. King.

Absent 1—
Mr. Sugrim Singh -—on leave,

The Speaker read prayers.

The Minutes of the meeting held
on Wednesday, March 24th, 1954 as
printed and circulated, were taken as$
reéad and confirmed. '






























525 Developinent
other words quite a lot of it may be
lost in perhaps bad administration, 1_)ad
supervision, and things of that kind.
I think that is a very real fear, and
one which my hon. friend, the mover
of the motion, will, I believe, tell the
Council that Government will take into
very serious consideration and will do
everything possible to ensure that every
dollar spent will bring full return.
That, I think, is the view of all of us,
and whiist it is true that in large
undertakings a certain amount of
wastage occurs, we will have to do
everything in our power to reduce
wastage to the barest minimum, so
that the country, not individuals, will
benefit from the expenditure of the
sums earmarked for the particular
schemes.

We have heard from hon, Members
that people in the country districts
are very anxious to know how soon
will loans be available from the Credit
Curporation., Members of this Council
know fully well that the establish-
ment of a Credit Corporation is pro-
posed in the report of the International
Bank Mission which has been zccepted
by the Government of the country and
by the Colonial Office, but before i
Credit Corporation can begin to func-
1ion this Legiglature will have to enact
an Ordinance to give it legal status. |
believe that the hon. mover of the
motion will assure the Council that it
will not be long before this Council
will be in « position {o discuss such
legislation. Of course hon. Members
will realise that it iz the first time we
are proposing to set up an organisation
of that type, therefore the legislation
is perhaps a little more complex than
usual, and will, of course, take some
fime.- It has been, I know, ander his
particular consideration for a while,
but Members will be pleased to get some

form of assurance that speed will b
the deciding factor in the future.
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Sir Frank McDavd:
ing haste slowly.

We are mak-

My, Gajraj: 1 appreciate the feel-
ing of urgency among the people out-
side. They have heard and read of the
$44 million to be spent on development
and of the egtablishment of a Credit
Corporation to help the small man, and
they are anxious to see these schemes
put into effect. They are anxious to
know when money will be available for
them t¢ improve their existing indus-
iries ov start new industries. Dr.
Duthie, the Chairman-designate of
the Credit Corporation, in a Press in-
terview expressed the hope that the
people of British Guiana would recog-
nize the establishment of the Corpora-
tion as an honest, straightforward ef-
fort to improve conditions in a spirit
of public service, without the slichtest
taint of political colour,

{ mention that hecause we have
heard criticisms in this Council of the
composition of our Regional Develop-
ment Committees. The criticism i being
levelled that some of the members of
those Committees are not experienced
enough. We have also had the eriti-
cism that some of the members of those
Committees are pledged to the policy
of mnon-co-operation by the subversive
political Party, and in other respects
they are actually members of the Party.
It was, and still is, the desire of His
Excellency the Governor that on all of
those Regional Development Commit-
tees the small man must be represented,
and T think Members will appreciate
the desirability of having the small man
on those Committees. We want to en
phasise that this Development Pro-
gramme i3 aimed at assisting and
improving the lot of the small man, who
must not feel that because a man may
not be blessed with much of the
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that they have been conducting quite a
number of experiments in order to have
diversified crops. I know there had
been experiments in bananas which did
not succeed, and they are carrying on
experiments in cocoa in the North West
District, at Atkinson Field and in other
parts of the Colony. They are alsgo
carrying on experiments in cotton and
in jute. They have been regponsible
for the improvement in the strain of
eattle in the rural districts, and in
various other ways, I think, they have
done something and should not be
maligned as they have been. We also
have a canning factory which functions
under the Agricultural Department and
also the Government Produce Depot,
where ice is being manufactured for the
fishermen; and there is milk which to-
day is stabilized at an economic price.
Every milk producer is not only sure of
getting a fair price for his milk bat of
disposing of his milk, an advantage he
did not formerly enjoy.

But, Sir, I am sorry to find that
the World Bank Mission made no special
reference to electricity in our villages.
To my mind, that would make a tre-
mendous difference in the soeial and
economic conditions of our people in the
rural distriets and would bring about
contentment. I am also sorry to find no
reference to the extension of what is
known as the Essequibe East Bank
Road from Purika to a point opposite
Bartica, in respect of which I had moved
a motion in the last Couneil. The posi-
tion there is this: Since the Boerasirie
Scheme has been started a large number
of people have gone and settled some
distance from Parika and are farming
and doing cattle rezring. My informa-
tion is, that the read there is so bad
that the farmers have to take their
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produce to Parika by boat on the Esse-
quibo River and, as those of us who
have travelled on that river know, the
Essequibe River is exceedingly “rough”
at certain times even a danger to life,
with the result that, the farmers there
are thinking very seriously of giving up
the land they occupy. If that portion of
the road from Parika to Bendor is put
in order it would certainly encoutrage
those farmers to remain in the area and
others to go there. But that is only orne
part of the picture. My idea is, the
rned should go to a point opposzite
Bartica and a ferry =service placed to
cross the river to Bartica.

Sir Frank McDavid: . I may
remind the hon. Member that provision
hus been made for surveys for such a
road to a point opposite Bartica.

Mr. Farnum: My informalion is
that since the days of Sir Cecil Clem-
enti, who wrote a wvery exhaustive
minute on the economic and other poten-
tialities of the Colony, the extension of
the West Coast Railway and that road
wetre among the things sugpgested. My
information is that the survey was made
gince 1928 and the plan is somewhere
in the archives of the Public Works
Department. With a little research
that plan may be found. If you would
allow me, Sir, I would just read what
the World Bank Mission said about that
road at page 288 of their report:

“Essequibo East Bank Road. The road

on this bank terminates at Maripa; be-
yond the terminal point rough ftrails
connect a few individual settlements
scattered along the river. The possibili-
ties “-r agricultural development are
consi -able in the stretch ending in the
Makouria river region opposite Bartiea,
The area alse contains stone quarries
which, as has already heen suggested,
could he utilized for the trunk road pro-
gramme. Extension of the east bank
road would serve agricultural develop-
ment in the area and would also provide

a transport link {o Bartica and the Potaro
road, which are at present isolated and
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should be done is to assist people w
own quarries, so that they could mod-
crnize them and reduce the cost of
stone, The present methods of produc-
ing stone are, to my mind, very primi-
tive, and that is probably the reas
why the cost of stone is sp very hig
Only if these people are assisted
modernize their methods would the cost
of stone become cheaper. T think Gov-
ernment should also assist in the gques-
tion of transporting stone from t
guarries.

As regards the question of housing,
I think this acute problem would be
reduced considerably if electricity is
made available to residents in the rurs?
areas, and also if transportation to ar
from those areas is made easier. Tk
policy of restricting people in operating
buses and other vehicles on the roads
the Colony—in the East Bank, Demer-
ara, and other areas, should be discon-
tinued. If anyone requires a licence tn
operate such a service it should be
given, and we ghould let competition
settle the matter. At present there are
only two buses operating betwecen
Georgetown and Rosignol, Sometimpe-
this vear, the T. and H.D., in order to
reduce the deficit on their railways,
decided that thev wonld not run certain
services between Belladrum and New
Amsterdam, and school children were
deprived nf the use of these services
becanse the buses were usually filled
when they wanted them.

The people claim—and I think
they have every right to do so—
that the situation iz purely the resuilt
of n monopoly. T think swe should
get our faces apainst anvy monopoly
Why  shouldn people be able fto
get huses to  take their children
to school as they like? T believe

that it was during the last war that
raflway stock could not he obtained and
the railway sarvices were made to
monoepolize the bus services, It was
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realized that if there were fewer bus
running on the East Ceast, the positic
of the railway would not have been
serious as it was.

As regards the question of tra
schools, we have the Technical Inst
tute; but my attention was recentl
drawn to the fact that the Y.M.C.,
organization sends about a dozen lac
from the branch in Albouystown to tl
trade school in order that they shou
be taught some trade. They are beir
sent there from primary schoo
because of a desire that they should L
given some higher education, but th
authorities concerned feel that unles
they had already received some highe
education, they could not learn a trad
The boys could not absorb what wa
being tanght them, and so they left.

Mr. Speaker: Iz the hon, Men
ber speaking about the Technical Inst
tute?

Mr. Farnum':  Yes, 8ir, the ac:
demic part of it. The boys were bein
taught touse their hands. It is a matte
for consideration as to what should ¥
done. Some vears ago, I wrote Goverr
ment suggesting that an apprenticeshi
scheme De started. We have th
P.W.D. which has a large foundry
and we have the T.H.D. which also hz
a . foundry, while the Pure Wate
Supply and other places should also b
able to henefit by an apprenticeshi
scheme. T was told that Governmer
could not do anything in the matte
then becanse an expert was comin
down to zo Into it, and the reszult i
that nothing further was done. In th
old davs we had the firm of Sproston
Ltd.. where lads just from school wen
to be trained, and I think it would b
admitted that some excellent engineer.,
were produced there. Today there are no
schemes of that kind and that, to my
mind, is what is flooding the jail with .
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Ten-Year Development Programme was
planned and made certain recommenda-
tiong—if not the same personnel, with
the same terms of reference—to review
the whole edueation system? We must
sympathize with views, such as those
expressed by the hon, Member, Mr.
Raatpever, a minute ago. There ig a
terrible need for doing something to
give the lads and lasses — our coming
men and women—of proved ability bet-
ter opportunities within and outside the
Colony. But to award scholarships,
good as these scholarships or bursaries
may be, is only a method of touching
the matter lightly. Geod as they may
he it does not go to the heart of tiw
matter. Something is wrong with our
general system of education.

When, do T ask, we are going to
regard this matter seriously encugh as
to work out a plan, even if it means
experimenting with the plan in some
areas, as our sister Colony of Jamaica
s trying to do? When are we going
to begin? Unless we do something of
the kind we are going to be in the same
position ten years later on as we are at
present. With better scheol bnildings
and, perhaps, better teachers, but the
same kind of curriculum, the same kind
of educational process, we would be in
precisely the same nosition. That iz to
say, at the ages of 14 to 16 the boys and
girls would be leaving school with no
definite place to go tn, a larger number
of them not being able to go to costly
edurational institutions and many hun-
dreds of them never absorbed in indus-
tries. We are =zoing to be just wheve
We are now.

But if that is not a fair estimsate
and if it is said in reply that any indus-
try may absorb them, what manner of
people are we going fto send in that
jindustry ? What  contribution can
they make of an endvrring nature, unless
there is going to be a satisfactory pre-
paration which would be a pecessary
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part of a reformed educational system?
We have a disjointed system, S0 1o
speak. We have valuable work being
done by all our schools, no one can deny,
but there is need now for integration,
need for a new slant, and I daresay, I
say nothing new in this Council teday.
I may just remind hon. Members of
efforts made not so long apgo to point
out how the new slaut can be given, and
while sonie of us Who are intimately
eoncerned with Education may be in
doubt as to those methods being success-
fully applied, the people are awakened
to the need for a change in the whole
education set-up in this Celeny.

Let us not be deceived that
all is well. Not only among the
teachers but I am talking of the

adults and the young peovle who are
thinking and are being made to think in
a certain way, and unless something con-
crete, practical and urgent is undertaken
T fear, Sir, that with all the changes
in the physical environments which we
envisape by the spending of these suns
of money we are going to have our
human resources poor, and we are going
to find that while we have beautiful
houses for our people to live in we have
not put the people we want to live in
them. 1 urge, therefore, very strongly
that those responsible for action in this
direction will begin to see this thing in
the light I am trying to convey.

The Chief Secretary: I de not
want to interrupt the hon. Member, but
I am interested to know what new slant
the hon. Member iz advocating; what
changes he has in mind?

Mr. Bobb: I would like to say
that the slant I see is to have some-
thing less academical than we have now.
The primary school system is distinet-
iy an academical one; whatever we see.
There is handicraft teaching for two
half-hours in a whole week. Thst iz a
ioke, with all due credit to the ability
of the teachers and the ability of the
children who absorb it. I understand














