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LEGISLATTIVE COUNCIL.

Wednesday, 20th December, 1942.

The Council met at 12 noon, HMis Ex-
b

cellency the Governor, Sir Gordon
Lethem, K.CM.G., DTPresident, in the
-Chair.

PRESENT:

The TPresident, IHis Excellency the

Governor, Sir Gordon .J ames Lethem,
K.C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr. G. D. Owen, CALG.

The Hon. .J. 8. Dash, Director of
Agriculture.

The ITon. T&. G. Woolford, K.C.,
(New Amsterdam).

The ITon. 1. T. JeDavid, C.B.E.
Colonial Treasurer.

The Ion. . J. Seaford, O.B.E,
(Georgetown North).

The ITon. M. B. G. Austin, 0.B.IS,
(Nominated TUnofficial Member).

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, 0.B.E.,
Comptroller of Customs.

The Hon. M. B. Laing, 0.B.T5., Com-
missioner of T.ocal Government.

The ITon. G.
Iongineer.

0. Case, Consulting

The Ion. L. G. Crease, Director ot
Education.

The ITon. B. T. Wood, Conservator
ol Torests.

The Hon. '.J. Gonsalves, O.B.I.,

(CGieorgetown Soutl).

The Hon. J. I, De Aguiar (Central
Demerara),
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Presentation G0
The Ion. DPeer DBacchus (Western
Berbice).
The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh

(Demerara-Essequebo).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North West-
ern District),

The Hon. J. W. .Jackson
nated Unofficial Blember).

(Nomi-

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequebo River).

The Clerk read prayers.

. PRESENTATION.

Mr. A. B. Camrernn, 1.8.0.

Tue PRESIDENT: I have a
presentation of honour to make . . .It
is my pleasant duty to make the
preseutation of the Insignia of Ionour
of a Companion of the Imperial
Service Order to Mr. Allan Bolton
Campbell, late Accountant of the
Treasury. This represents the award
of the Honour made to him on the
occasion of His Majesty’s birthday
this year. Mr. Campbell please come
forward !

Mr. Campbell has been in the ser-
vice of this Colony for more than
forty years, some thirty of which
were spent in the Treasury, and from
1926 until his retirement at the end
of 1941 he was Accountant of that
Department.  On several occasions he
acted as Deputy Colonial Treasurer.
Throughout his zealous and efficient,
service Mr. Campbell’s lovalty and
devotion to duly have heen ex-
céptional and have earned him a
high reputation. T am happy to know
that his devoted work has Dheen
recognised by His Majesty in this
award. I have the greatest pleasure
in making this presentation,
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MINUTES.

The minutes of the previous meet-
ing of the Council held on the 18th
December, as printed and ecirculated,
were confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Tae FiNaNcE Biun.

Tur PRESIDENT: I have several
announcements I would like to make
today and put on record in the pro-
ceedings of the Council,

The business for which we ave
assembled today, as 1 hope, to put
through before the end of the year,
is principally the IFinance Bill which
ix before Members and which in view

of our thorough discussions on the
second reading and in Committee
stage is largely a formality. Tt has

hitherto Deen the practice in this
Colony 1o delay action on this Bill
till the concurrence of the Secretary
of State and the Imperial Treasury
had Dbeen vreceived. I am personally
quite umaccustomed to sucl a proce-
dure, and in several Colonies have
seen the practice followed, which
appears to be natural and proper. for
the Bill to be taken by the Legisla-
tive Council immediately after pass-
ing of estimates in Committee. To
do otherwise and postpone the pass-
ing of the Bill for several months
into the financial year during which
months expenditure has been incurred
in accordance with the estimates
seems to me rather farcical and 1
am unaware of any good recason for it.

FURHTER DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION
SCITEMES.

We have also in front of us a mes-

sage in connection with further drain-

age and irrigation schemes of an im-
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mediately practical character. I have
explained the policy in this matter
so often that I need not say more
here. It seems to me very definitely
desirable to get the full formalities
completedt and  the approval of all
bodies concerned recorded, so that Gov-
crnment could  he fully  commitled to
action in this matter and that action
should proceed as soon as the depart-

ments  concerned can eet woing.
Should  any  member desire 1o defer
opinion on these schemes, we can of
course  defer the resolution, but as

the  projects  have Dbeen  thoroughly
gone over by the Drainage and Lrriga-
tion Board, the Colonial Development
Trust Commitiee and the Ixecutive
Council, T should prefer to see action
following. Members will observe that
several of the schemes should have a
definite effect for the betterment of
conditions on the Itast Coast in the
year 1943,

Biswror's  IIGIT Sce11o0t.

We have before us the rveport of

the Select Committee on the matter
of the Bishop's Iigh School. T hope

we can present the resolution of the
questions touching the Bishop’s 1ligh
School in accordance with the report
which is being submitted to Council
to-day.

INCREASED Wacks rorn UNSKILLED

LABOUR.
Some days ago, I had ammounced

to Council that Government was in-
creasing  the wages of its unskilled
labourers. I would like to state now
that Departmentis concerned had been
instructed to give effect to those wage
increases as from January 1st, 1943.
DRAINAGE IrRIGATION

AND Boarp.

At the last meeting of Council, I
had mentioned something about the
personnel of the Drainage and Irriga-
tion Board and I had stated that 1
wished to strengthen the representa-

tion of DMembers of the Legisla-
tive Council on the Board. As the
result of a discussion in Executive

Council, I will come to the Legisia-

_—
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tive Council for a slight amendment
of the Orvdinance to give effect to the
proposal without treading on the use-
fulness and efficiency of the Board.

LocAL GOVERNMBENT AND Districtr
ADMINISTRATION.

&

announcement  to
make of some importance touching
0 ihe working of Government Depart-
“ments. What T liave now directed is

I have another

that as soon ax possible the Com-
missioner of Local Government and

most of the staff will ¢ome into the
Public Buildings, the Auditor and his

staff  being accommodated elzewhere.
The 1records touching ISast  Indian

immigration and the staff in charge
of them will remain where they are
at Crosby, which will be useful Dboth
for reasons of old association and for
the Commissioner of Local Government.

From the arrangement whereby the
Commissioner of Local Government
will be located in the PPublic Buildings,
I hope for a very great deal indeed.
Both from old papers and from my
own experience of the past year, I
am very convinced that the practice
whereby TLocal Government and Dis-

trict  Administration function as a
pseparate departmental machine has
‘been  handicapping to evervhody con-

cerned—the  Govermor, the  (Colonial
§Secretary and the Commissioner of
«Local Government and the District
Administration. There is a great
deal of Dbusiness which comes in to
Government of an  administrative
character oy touching administrative
policy which can be far Dbetter
handled Dby close association in ome
office than under a system  whereby
there is a passing about of papers

and writing of letters and minutes,
all  requiring registration and the
minutiae of Government office pro-

cedure, when the offices are separate
as they lhave Dbeen hers and at a con-

siderable distance from each other.
sThe Commissioner of Toeal Goveru-

.ment will be in a far Dbetter position
,pis @ wvis both the Colonial Secretary,
the Attorney-Generval, Treasurer, awd
the Governor to put through action
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much more satisfactorily and more
expeditiously than under the system
which seems to have obtained. I am
speaking on this matter from in-
timate personal experience in two
very large administrations. In con-
junction with the Colonial Secretary
and the Commissioner of Local Gov-
ernment I am now engaged in draw-
ing up rules for the procedure whicl
I hope will be helpful.

WELFARE ORGANIZATION.
add that the Social Wel-

Soctan

I should

fare Organization will similarly be
housed with the Commissioner of

Local Government in the same main
Tublic Buildinas.

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT,

There is one question of construc-
tive policy on which T have promised
to make some intimation; it is that
touching agricultural credit. I had
hoped during my first few months
in the Colony to find that the existing
Co-operative  Banks met or very
largely met the mneed. I have come
to the conclusion that this is mnot the
case Dbut that excellent service as
these banks are giving, a considerable

expansion is required which may
require separate machinery. I have

discussed this matter with the Direc-
tor of Agriculture and the Treasurer,
both of whom are in agreement and
I took particular opportunity of the
visit of the Iiconomic Adviser to the

Comptroller for Development and
Welfare to discuss this matter with

him. He has now communicated to.
me a record of conclusions which I
would like here to intimate to this
Council as an indication of what, as
it seems to me, our future policy
should be.

I have said that I think that the
Banks are giving excellent
service, but mno institution is perfect
or cannot be developed to give more
useful service. The criticisms which
might Dbe made against the system,
apart from questions of other ideal
objects touching self and mutual
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help, thrift and prudence, set out in
the prospectus, would Dbe that in
effect they make only small loans and
there is meed for larger loans. This
was  very well said by the Director
of Agriculture himself some time ago
in a minute from which I quote:

¢ Government might however, feel dis-
posed to consider wider use of the credit
banks for making larger loans to those
capable of utilising them, in which event,
the possibility of setting up a special Credit
Committee to deal with credit problems
outside the scopeof existing bank legisla-
tion might be considered also. Such a
Committee . . . could be legally empowered
to make loans through these banks on
prescribed forms and conditions. In this
last connexion, I would mentipn the Agri-
cultural Relief Ordinance, Chapter 152,
which should prove a useful basis to work

on.

The Banks do not appear to figure
nearly enough in our rural economy.
They have less than 10,000 members.
The total number of loans made,
apart from rice, were 1,168 in 1940
and 1,664 in 1941. A typical Bank
appears to make less than B0 loans
a year, to the value of less than
$2,000. This although, as my pre-
decessor said:

“The extension of better credit facilities
tq small growers is one of the most essen-

tial features in any policy of agricultural
work.”

“What I should add te that is that
it is  particularly mneeded at this
present time when greater food pro-
duction is  the primary object of
policy. Expansion, which has actual-
Iy begun in 1944, should he greatly
promoted and accelerated.

As to ways and means, let us first
admit the mnecessity of absolute good
seenrity. On this basis there must be

(a) more Government loans to
banks;

(b) more deliberate
of Dusiness; and -

stimulation

(e) easier terms to horrowers,
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Interest should be not more than
s8ix per cent. The reserve fund should
be abolished; at present four per cent.
of capital is used to Dbuild this,
resulting in  $23,000 being tied up
paying 3 and 2.4 per cent. which has
been borrowed from (Government at¥
4 per cent. TIf this were lent at six
per cent. then there would be an
immediate increase of revenue hy®
over $700 a year. Government assist-
ance to management, and guarantees
should Dbe freely given as long as real
safeguards  of good security arve
observed. I should be quite prepared
to press for such assistance under the
Development and Welfare Act.

StaMary oF RECOMMENDATIONS.

A summary of the recommendations
would Dbe:

(1) Special machinery to sanction
larger Tloans;

(2) Government to lend to banks
freely at 4 per cent. or possibly 3 per
cent;

() Some full-time officers to Dbe
employed so that the whole project

is mnot dependent on. part-time and
routine work of officers otllel'\\'is%
occupied; '

(4) Banks to lend at not more than®
6 per cent. and for any purpose;

(5) Abolition of
reserves;

provision for

(6) Dividends
pev cent.;

io De limited to 3

(7) Government assistance in man-
agement and guarantees.

Troposals along these®lines will be
put forward

SHIPMENT OF SUGAR.

In conclusion there is one matter
of policy of the utmost importance
to-day to which I would refer and that ;
is the action to meet the menacing
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difficulties as 1regards shipment of
sugar. I wish to recall the attention
of Members to a memorandum which
I issued to them some months ago
in which I stressed the necessity of
the diversion of land and labour
and capital to local food production
-and development of local markets, and
this policy even for the large pro-
gbrietor and not merely for the agri-
.culturist.

This memorandum, Members will
perhaps remember, stressed the criti-
cism of the policy which led to large
proprietors of land concentrating on
a singe crop, and stressed that it
would ultimately Dbe mnot only in the
common interest but the interest of
proprietors themselves to lhave a
broader economic basis for use of
their land. I am of course very well
aware of the extreme difficulty which
many interests have in appreciating
this and the many interests that work
against it. This memorandum was
written actually three years ago but
it secems to me that now at last our
horse is Drought right to the fence
and there is no alternative except to
jump.

It is now vitally mnecessary that a
®proper compromise Dbe made as to
use of land on which it will only be a
waste of time and effort and money
*to continue to produce full crops of
* sugar. That again cannot Dbe done
overnight and it is important in the
common interest to maintain aectivi-
ties which will employ labour which
would otherwise not be absorbed.

I am going on to take the liberty
of putting on record by quoting some
of the more pertinent paragraphs of
the memorandum.

RE-ORIENTATION OF AGRICULTURAL
Poricy.
I feel, however, that i: is very
necessary to stress that this matter
bl . . .
of increase of local food supplies is

not merely or even principally a
course forced wupon us Dy war
economics, but that it is of much
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wider importance and, as it seems to
me, demands now almost a re-
orientation of Agricultural policy.

It is this aspect of the question
as cue of fuluwre policy with which
I am chiefly concerned.

I am not at
content with
ounly in

all prepared to Dbe
sone moderate advance
producing certain foodstuifs
within certain conditions, in effect
that certain attention shall not Dbe
diverted.

The time has come when we have
gol 1o ask for a very definite policy
that food production be regarded as

a  primary  object, at least equal in
importance to production of cash
export crops and mnot merely sub-

sidiary and secondary to Dbe relegated
to  peasants only or to spare land

which cannot grow sugar.
We are mnow driven to the con-
clusion, T Delieve it is and will be

the conclusion of most observers who
view from the wider angle, that there
cannot Dbe such recovery in prices of
sugar, cotton, cocoa, limes, copra,
bananas, ete., ete., as will enable such
a purely agricultural community as
ours to depend on imported foodstufts
amnd maintain a decent standard of
living.

1t is far more probable that after
the war there will be another slump
in the price of primary products,

Nor am I prepared (o admit that
the estates which have given whole-
time attention to export crops are
not concerned. I Delieve the matter
is going to Dbe equally important for
the Dlenefit of the estates, taking the
long view, as for the Dlenefit, of the

peasants. Tt is the concern of the
whole community. Tt may well he
necessary for all estates to put a

certain amount of decent land wunder
foodstuffs  and engage in a more
diversified system of agriculture,
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The agriculturist who continues to
concentrate on his primary, produce
in exchange tor imported subsistence
and service must expect (a) either
less money (or less purchasing power)
and hence a lowesr standard of living:
or (b) increased dependence and hence
insecurity, minimum standards of liv-

ing, and all the deterioration that
dependence implies.
The labourer and small holder feel

this first, but the plight of the estate
owner will in the long run be worse.
(He has farther to fall). The middle
man will feel it mnext: the money-
lender last. (Nome can escape).

The agriculturist will never get a
fair deal until he is put on equal
terms in Dbavgaining with the indus-
trialist; until he is now, dependent
on the industrialist for his food.
(How absurd this is a moment’s
reflection will show). Tissential food
supplies must therefore he localized.

In the production of meat, poultry,
dairy and vegetable produce there is
obviously at least as much room for
the large as well as the small pro-
ducer. In lively internal exchange
there is an opening for bhusiness-like
organization and inevitable decline for
operative.

The choice I believe, is
insecurity, nunimum

between
standards  of

all concerned if an outlook for con-
centration on  export cash c¢rops

remains dominant, or greater security
and a much more solid and secure
advance with a ditferent outlook. The
community would bhe in a position,

moreover, far more readily to 1ake
advantage of any improvement in

world economics or polities, and would
not be overwhelmed Dby their further
deterioration.

If we choose the second course the
difticulties are formidable cnough of
course but mot insurmountable. In-
ternal marketing, price and currency
adjustment, storage, the education of
the conswumer as well as the producer,
are all evidently necessary.
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The primary contribution is:-

(a) an understanding by its leaders
of the importance for all concerned of
a change of outlook on the relative im-
portance of export and local markets:

In my view the war is not a prim-*
ary motive for the change. But 13t
gives an opportunity and incentive to
accelerate the change.

the Lce-
1940, Dbul

dated in
January,

That minule is
ward Islands in

it was actually drafted in the weeks
immediately after the Dbeginning of

the war in my Dbelief then that the
war would be a long one and would

see a very great change in our
cconomic  structure and that the

opportunity should be taken to ex-
pedite a development which was in
any case  extremely  desirable on
grounds of policy for the future. I
have nmow in my hand here a resumé
by the Director of Agriculture of first
discussions  as  to  what should De
done here. I am not going to quote
figures as those in the miinute must
be far from final. It deals with
questions as to how much land should
be diverted from sugar in the im-

mediafe present and in the future,
the alternate  uses  of sugar, e¢.g.,<
alecohol,  whether flour  consumption

can be met by local products, produc-
tion of high protein foods, e.g., peas

and beans, and stock, particularly
pigs, additional pasture to be made

available for small holders, fibre pro-
duction and possibly some rice land.

What I wish to emphasize myself
1% that  apart from our most im-
mediate emergency the long term view
must be emphasized throughout; and
again in time wherever possible, the
processing  of  mnatural products to
replace imports in tins. A special
question is that of cane farming and
it would appear very clear that pro-
duction cannot be curtailed here with- «
out infficting ‘impogsible hardships.
The resulting loss must be spread as
widely as possible.
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There is one further point that
must be made clear. When a decision
has Deen reached as to practical steps,
how wuch land for example can be
taken up and not replanted in sugar,
there. will not Dbe further check on
sugar production. While expansion
will not be allowed or in fact possible,
nevertheless available land mot re-
quired for foodstuffs or pastwre or
other purposes as required by Govern-
ment policy, may be used for sugar
production bv the estates. This will
have two wsolid advantages, it will
maintain the industry in full vigour
for post war demands, and conditions
whatever they may be; and it will be
the simplest and most practical way
of keeping a large amount of labour
employed. On these conditions and
for these purposes His Majesty’s Gov-
ernmment in the United Kingdom is
prepared to pay for sugar produced,
even if not used. Without thix guar-
antee we should be in a very grave
difficulty indeed. Let us Dbe thankful
for it: but also let us make the most
of a mew situation for the ultimate
benefit of this country.

GreeTINGS FROM  MamarcoNny FAarMers.

Before proceeding with the bhusiness
let me communicate a message from
the peasant farmers of Mortice,
Mahaicony, Iast Coast, Demerara,
addressed to the hon. the Colonial
Secretary :—

“May I take the opportunity on bhehalf
of the peasant farmers of British Guiana
in conveying through you the Season’s
greetings to the President and the hon.
Members of the Legislative Council.

The farmers further
every prosperity in 1943.”

wish the Counecil

DRrAINAGE AND IRRIGATION

Mr. CASE (Consulting Engineer)
communicated the following Message:—

Works.

MESSAGE No. 6.

Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council,

At the last ineeting of the Legislative
Council, the Council approved of an ex-
penditure of $40,900 in 1943 to improve
drainage works in the Ann’s Grove-
Lancaster Drainage District.
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2. The Drainage Board with the Con-
sulting Engineer have recommended that
the following works be carried out in
1943 in Declared Drainage Districts:—

Golden Grove-Victoria—

West side line...... $ 1,500
Check sluice in John
Check sluice in Craig

Milne East side line.....
Build West koker run at
Golden Grove sea sluice 800
Works to improve drain-
age of the empoldered
area at Golden Grove-
Nabaclis by utilising
the Golden Grove-
Path . e e 16,900 $20,300
Haslington Company
Mahaica-Helena—Altera-
tion to Verinigen river
sluice lifting gear...... 500
Johanna Cecilia - Annan-~
dale—Works to im-
prove the supply of
irrigation water from
Oena Creek for Estates

within the area..... 5,700
Three Friends-Walton

Hall —New irrigation

trench at back of

Hampton Court.... 10,000

Canals Polder Area, B,
Demerara — Intake at

top of Canal No. 2. 1,200
Alterations to existing

Store house at Con-

servancy end of No. 1

Canal . 300

Drainage and Irrigation
canal between No. 1
Canal and “A” Line
and weir in “A” Line 24,000 $25,500

Vreed-en-Hoop - Ruimzigt

District, West Dem-
erara—Straightening

irrigation trench,
Ruimzigt to Haarlem 6,300

$68,300

3. The Consulting Engineer now recom-
mends that the above works should be
started as soon as weather conditions
permit.

4. It is proposed with the consent of
the Development Trust Committee that
the cost of the works be paid for from
that Fund and I shall be glad if Honour-
able Members will approve of these pro-
posals.

GORDON LETHEM,
Gavernor.
29th December, 1942.
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PAPERS LAID.

Trar COLONTATL SECRETARY laid
on the table the following reports and
documents :—

The Report of the Lands
_Department for the year 1941.

andd  Mines
The Report of the Director of Medical
Services for the year 1941.

of the Commissioners of
the year 1941.

The Report
Currency for

The Report on Drainage and Irrigation
—Paradise to Charity, Essequebo Coast,
L/C. Paper No. 9/42.

The Report on Drainage and Irrigation
of lands between Friendship and Garden
of Eden, East Bank, Demerara River.
L/C. Paper No. 8/42.

The Report on Drainage and Irrigation
—Estates on the Right Bank of the Ber-
bice River between Plantations Providence
and Lighton. L/C. Paper No. 13/42.

Defence (Control of Small Craft) Regu-
lations, 1942.

Defence (Change of Title) Regulations,
1942.

Defence (Rice Control)
No. 2) Regulations, 1942.

(Amendment
Defence (Padi Price Control) (Amend-
ment No. 2) Regulations, 1942.

Defence (Control of Small Craft)
(Amendment No. 2) Regulations, 1942.

(Control of Wireless
(Amendment) Regulations,

Tele-
1942.

Defence
graphy)

List of Articles not ordinarily exempt
from duty which have been specially
exempted by the Governor-in-Council
under item 2 of the Fourth Schedule of
the Customs Duties Ordinance, 1935, dur-
ing 1942.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES.

Draixace axp Irnicartoxn WoRrks.

Mr. CASE (Consulting Ingineer)
gave notice of the following Motion:—

That, with reference to Governor’s
Message No. 6 dated 29th Deczmber, 1942,
this Council approves 'of a free grant of

\
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$68,300 from the Development Trust Fund
to enable execution of the following
drainage and irrigation works detailed in
that Message:—

Golden Grove—Victoria...
Mahaica—Helena . ... 500
Johanna Cecelia—Annandale 5,700
Three Friends—Walton Hall 10,000
Canals Polder Area, West

Bank, Demerara........oomn. 29,000
Vreed-en-Hoop—Ruimzigt |

District, West Demerara......

$20,300

Total....

INTRODUCTION OI" BILLS.

Mr. MeDAVID (Colonial Treasurer)
gave notice of the introduction and
first reading of the following Bill:—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to ap-
propriate the supplies granted in the
current session of the Legislative Coun-
cil.

Mr. D’ANDRADE  (Comptroller of
Customs) gave notice of the introduc-
tion and first reading of the follow-
ing Bill:—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance further
to amend the Customs Duties Ordinance,
1935.

Notice was given that at a later
stage it would be moved that the
Standing Rules and Orders of the
Council be suspended to enable the
Bills to be taken through all their
stages

UNOFI'ICIAL NOTICE.

CULTIVATION AREAS & LIVESTOCIK
" STATISTICS.

Mr. JACOB gave nctice of the fol-
lowing questions:—

i. Will Government state what area
was under -cultivation at 30th September,
1942, or the latest figures that are avail-
able, together with the figures for the
same period of the previous year, of the
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following crops, viz:—Sugar Cane, Rice,
Coconut:, Coffee, Citrus, Limes, Tobacco,
Plantain., Corn and other vegetable crops
in detcif, in each Constituency in the
Colony?

2. Will Government 'state the number
of Livestock at 30th September, 1942, or
the latest figures that are available,
together with the figures for the same
period of the previous year in each Con-
stituency in the Colony, viz:—Cattle,
Horses, Buffaloes, Mules, Asses, Sheep,”
Goats, Pigs, etc.?

3. What is the empoldered area and the
area under the various kinds of cultiva-
tion in each of the 17 Sugar Plantations
in the Colony as submitted under the
‘Acreage Tax Ordinance to the Commis-

sioner of Lands and Mines, as at 30th
September, 1940, 1941, and 1942, as fol-
lows:—
Acres in Cane cultivation.

Rice

Coconut

Plantain and other Ground

Provision cultivation.

» used as pasturage for Cattle, etc.
uncuitivated.

Total acres employered.

4. What additional area of land is held
under licences of occupancy by each of
the 17 Sugar Plantations and Associate
Companies or Plantations, where situated,
and what is being done with these lands
at the present time?

5. What quantity of Sugar was manu-
factured in each of the 17 Sugar Factories
in the Colony during the years 1940, 1941
and 1942?

6. Will Government
B.G. Sugar Producers’ Association what
quantity of Sugar 1is estimated to be
maintained by each of the 17 Sugar Fac-
tories in the Colony during the year 19437

obtain from the

7. Is Government prepared to allow
the large areas of fertile wuncultivated
lands from East of Kitty Village to the
Mahaica Creek to remain uncultivated in-
definitely, although drainage and irriga-
tion- facilities can be improved at a moderate
cost in some cases, while at other places
within the area mentioned above, adequate
drainage and irrigation facilities are in
existence?

8. Will uovernment consider the ad-
visability of making immediate arrange-
ments with the proprietors of the un-
occupied front lands from the Sea Dam
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to a distance of about 2,000 feet South of
the Railway Line, from East of Kitty Vil-
lage to East of Clonbrook Village, East
Coast, Demerara, for the purpose of lay-
ing out and selling these lands at a reason-
able price per lot, for building, dwelling
and farm houses, so that the wunoccupied
lands may be beneficially occupied as in
the cases of Kitty, Plaisance and some of
the other Villages up to the Mahaica
Creek on the East Coast of Demerara?

ORDER OF THE DAY.

T. & I.D. Laxp ar Ky AND
ALEXANDERVILLE.

Mr. De AGUIAR asked
COLOXNTAT, SECRETARY
the following questions:—

and the
replied 1o

Q. 1.—How many lessees are on land by
the Transport and Harbours Depart-
ment:

(a) within the boundaries of the

Kitty and Alexanderville Local
Authority (North of the Railway
line).
(b) South of the Railway line.
A.—(a) 256.
(b) 88

Q 2—How many buildings are on the
land referred to in (1)? show (a) and
(b) separately.

{&—(a) 337.
(b) 90.
Q 3.—What is the amount received for

rents for the year 1941 and up to 30th
September, 1942? Show each year
separately.

A—$3,150.52 (1941).
$2,266.73 (September, 1942).

Q 4—What is the amount owing (if any)
for rents up to and including 30th
September, 1942?

A—$1,179.84.

Q 5—Is any contribution made to the
Kitty and Alexanderville Local Author-
ity? If the answer is in the affirma-
tive, please state the amount con-
tributed for the years 1940, 1941 and
1942, (separately) and the reason for’
these contributions.
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A—A subvention of $1,049.68 has been
paid annually since 1929 to the Local
Government Board. This amount is
apportioned by that body to the several
villages on the East Coast (including
Kitty and Alexanderville) in which
the Department owns rateable property.
The contribution made to Kitty  and
Alexanderville Local Authority was
$438.76 in respect of each of the ycars
1940, 1941, 1942.

@ 6.—Is any commission paid for collect-
ing these rents? If so to whom is 1t
paid, the rate paid, and the actual
Commissierr  paid for the years 1940
1941 and up to and including 30th
September, 1942. Show the figures
separately.

A—Yes. To the officers of the Depart-
ment to whom the duty of collecting
the rent has been assigned. 10 per
cent. 1940, $241.83; 1941, $315.05; to
-September, 1942, $226.67.

Q@ 7.—Is Government aware that the lessees
are on a monthly tenancy?

A—Yes. Under terms of a contract of
lease, terms of which approved by
Government on its acquisition of the
Dermerara Railway Company.

Q 8.—Is Government aware that eviction
proceedings are wusually taken after
the expiration of one month’s notice?

A—Evictions have been carried out only
five times within the last 20 years,
and then for very good reasons, and
with the knowledge and approval of
the Board of Commissioners.

@ 9.—What steps are being taken to ensurc
that lessees are given a greater security
of tenure?

A—Lease agreement under which land is
held guarantees lessees quiet enjoy-
ment of the premises during the con-
tinuance of the tenancy on payment
of rent and observance of conditions
of agreement, free from any inter-
ruption by the Department or any
person lawfully claiming by, through,
or under it.

Bisuor’s Micrt Sciioon For Ginws.

Tir PRESIDENT : I c¢all on the
hon. Member for New Amsterdam to

make a statement.

Mr. WOOLTFORD: I beg to lay on
the table the Report of the Select
Committee of this Council appointed
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to comsider the proposal that the
Bishop’s ITigh School for Girls should
be taken over by Government on the

ferms and conditions stated in Gov-
ernor’s Message No. 2, dated 13th

November, 1942, and established as
from 1st Javuary, 1943, as a Govern-
ment School on the basis set out in
the DMessage.

T have (o ask that the TReport be
printed and cirvculated. T may inform
hon. Members that the Report has to
he signed by the hon. Member for
Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight).
He has not yet affixed his signature,
but will do so as soon as he comes
to the Council.

Tiur COLONIAL
beg to move:—

SECRETARY: I

“That with reference to Governor’s
Message No. 2, dated 13th November,
1942, this Council approves of the pro-
posals that the Bishop’s High School for
Girls should be taken over on the terms
and conditions stated therein, and of
its establishment as from 1st January,
1943, as a Government School on the
basis also set out in the Message.”

I wish to remind hon. Members that
this Council was informed ecarlier in
the year that the Governing Body of
the - Bishop's  High School for Girls
had informed Government that they
would Dbe wunable to carry on the
School with the small grant awhich
was being made to them by Govern-
ment. The grant was at that time
$4,000 a year, and they intimated that
they would require a 100 per cent.
increase if the School was to be kept
open after the end of December, 1942.
As a matter of fact the amount voted
by this Council was $3,900 odd to
enable them to continue the secoud
and third terms of the current school
year.

At a meeting of the Finance Com-
mittee in June ov July the principle
of the acquisition of the School hy
Government was considered. I should
have stated that the proposal had
been submitted to Government by the
Governing Body that as an alternative
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to a larger grant the School should
be taken over ULy Government. That
question  was dealt  with by the
Finance Committee of the Council and
the principle was agreed to, but
naturally the IFFinance Committee asked
Government to submit the proposals
in writing at a later date. Discussion
then ‘teok place between representa-
tives of the Government and the
Government Body of the School, and
certain  terms  and  conrditions  were
agreed to at those meetings. They are
brietly set out in the Message of His
Excellency the Governor, No. 2, dated
15th November, 1942,

Briefly they are: (a) the purchase
by Government outright of lots 82,
83 aud 84, Murray & Carmichael
Streets, with all the Dbuildings and
erections  thereon comprismg  the
Nchool, for the sum of §$17436, in-
¢luding the cost of school furniture
and equipment: (b) Government to
take over on long lease lots St and
803 known as the “Bishop's TFund
Lots”, at an annual rental of §75.
Secondly, the aceeptance by Govern-
ment of the responsibility for the
staft and pupils as from the date of
assuming control, and {he mainten-
ance of all existing contracts with
teachers, the estimated sum required
as salaries in 1943 being about $14,000.
There is no doubt that when Govern-
ment takes the School over the Gov-
erning Body may recommend an in-
crease of salaries as outlined in My
Hammond’s Report on Education, and
g0 that amount will probably have to
be increased. Thirdly, the continu-
ance of such exhibitions and free
places as have been regularly granted
by the school to pupils on the same
terms under which they were original-
lv awarded. Fourthly: The acceptance
by Government of responsibility for
payment of a pension to Miss Baskett,
a former MHeadmistress of the School,
wlo is receiving a small allowance
of $492 a year which is considered
inadequate. The proposal is that this
sum should be increased to $960 a
yen,
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The main schcol Dbuilding, as lhon.
Members are aware, is in a very bad
condition and will have to be rebuilt
and re-equipped. The estimated cost
when prepared a few months ago was
$77,385. The Comptroller for Develop-
ment and Welfare in the West Indies
is prepared to recommend a free grant
to the extent of $50,000 to meet the
cost of rebuilding and equipping this
school. I should have said at the
outset that the proposal to take over
the school had received the support of
thie Comptroller for Development and
TWelfare.

The immediate financial implications
are set out in the Message.. They
are—

Capital Expenditure—
Purchase of land

and building $17,436.00
Estimate for ve-
building and

equipping ...... 77,385.00 $94,821.00

Less free grant under the

Colonial Development
and Welfare Act........ 50,000.00
Net total..... $144.821 .00

Recewrrent Bapenditure (1943 only be-
cause the Governing Body have not
been  appointed and the School mnot
taken over and they may come forward
with other recommendations)—

Salaries, etc., of
Staff .......... $13,904.00
Contingencies (in-
cluding pension
to Miss Basket) 4,861.00
Rent of land
(Bishop’s Fund
Lots) 75.00 $18,840.00
Less Tstimated re-
ceipts from fees $ 8,000.00
Text Books 200.00 &,200.00

Net Tatal.o.ovieniinviooe s . $10,640.00

............
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The Select Committee of the Coun-
cil has submitted its report and I do
not intend to touch on the questions
mentioned therein. The hon. Member
for New Amsterdam, the Chairman,
can  deal with that. If the recom-
mendations are to he carried out, it
seems  that it may be necessary to
amend slightly the resolution after it
is finally put before the Council. Tt

is proposed that the School should be-

run on the lines of the Queen’s
College for boys. A Governing Body
will have to Dbe appointed and the

Select Committee has made a sugges-
tion as to the number of members of
the Governing Body and to the per-
sons who, in their opinion, should be
appointed. I hope that hon. Mem-
bers of Council will not hesitate to
support this resolution because it
would mean if it is not passed that
there will be no secondary school of
that description for girls and, I think,
it is agreed that it is essential that
this Colony should have mnot only a
secondary school for boys but one
also for girls. I move the resolution
standing in my name.

Mr. McDAVID- (Colonial Treasurer)
seconded.

Mr. LEE: I have read the Report
of the Select Committee of the Legis-
lative Council and would like to be
informed a little more as regards
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Report. If
I am permitted I would read the por-
tions of which I would like some
explanation. It reads:—

At the time of our visit the School
wits in session: and we then had an
opportunity of forming some idea of the
present accommodation offered by the
existing buildings. It is obviously de-
ficient in many respects—the class room
spaces more particularly, being inade-
quate to provide for the efficient in-
struction of 180 puplls—the present en-
rolment, a number that wonld hare
been greater had the restricted accom-
modation and inadequacy of staff not
made this impossible.-

I would like to know whether the
Committee went into the question of
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how many students had been refused
admission into that school as it would
show to this Counecil how many more
students we must expect at this
School if accommodation can be pro-
vided, and further, whether in the pur-
chase of the buidings it was seen that
there is space or room for extension
in  order to accommodate  those
students who liad been refused admis-
sion. After all, the school will be
financed from public funds apart from
the help given under the Welfare Act
for the accommodation of students,
and we should therefore see that as
far as possible the Dbuildings to be
acquired can be extended in order to
accommodate those students who were
refused admission, otherwise we would
get into the same position as that ex-
isting for Doys, at Queen’s College
where the accommodation is inade-
quate and the classes cannot he pro-
perly housed in order to be properly
instructed. I am not saying anything
against the Masters who are very
efficient. If we purchase and take over
this school and find that that exists
there, it might be said later that the
Members of this Council did not con-
sider all the aspects of the situation
before acquiring the property. If the
buildings cannot accommodate 180
students now and there are girls who
had Deen refused admission, then the
accommodation will be inadequate
after a year when more liberal terms
are afforded girls for the admission to
the School. T feel in that respect that
thix  Council would be in a hetter
position if it allows the Bishop to
carry on for another year and in the
meantime look for another site to es-
tablish a proper school built on up-to-
date lines, including a spacious play-

ground. The cost can be estimated by
the Engineers and Ixperts of the
Public Works Department. I feel

sure that this' Celony would benefit
materially if such a course is adopted.

In respect of parvagraph 3 of the
Report, if the present Staff has the
required qualification and is giving
good service and Government intends
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to take over that Staff, T would like
to find out from the Committee why
the Headmistress only is to be re-
engaged under a contract for a period
of 3 years and not the others? If it
is intended to be a trial for the pur-
pose of wseeing the efficiency of the
School under Government control, why
should mnot the entire Staff be vre-
engaged under contract for 3 years?
If T am satisfied on those questions
that I have asked I will
support the motion.

certainly

Mr. AUSTIN: T am not altogether
clear ‘'on one or two paragraphs of
the Committee’s Report which I have
only just wseen. . .As regards the re-
engagement of the ITeadmistress under
a contract for a period of mot lesxs
than 3 years, that is quite clear, but
paragraph 3 goes on to say “and on
a salary scale to be determined later;
but that in the interval she should be
given a  commencing salary of £350
per anmum.” That means that if the
contract is made she will get a salary
of £330 per annum up to the Jlst

March and from then onwards she
will get something more which may
be put into her contract. “To be

determined  Iater” T take it means

when the contract is signed. Is that
@ provision of Government contract

or is she under the Bishop's Tigh
School Regulations entitled to passage
and s therefore able to' ¢laim that?
That also vefers to what appears in
paragraph 6 relative to the wvarious
agreements or contracts of service of
the ladies mnow engaged there. Are
their passage rights to be altogether
cancelled and some additional re-
muneration o1 other arrangement made
therefor, or are they going to he given
special facility for travelling home
when their leave is due?

I seeit is believed that a suit-
able additional Mistress can be secured
at a salary of $60 a month. Is
that a salary one should give to
a qualified individual selected for an
important position such as a Mistress
at the Bishop’s High School? Is that
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a proper salary to pay a person who
has been educated at some expense
and obtained special training? $60 a
month for an individual of such quali-
fications does seem miserably small
and not within reason. The Commit-
tee, I think, should give that further
consideration. The Chairman probably
will be able to give a reason for fix-
ing that amount, but T do think that
$60 a month for a Mistress at Bishop's
High School is very much on the
small side.

Mr. De AGUIAR: Before this debate
continues along lines as begun Dby the

hon. Member for Essequebo River
(Mr. Lee), I think it ought to be
clearly stated what this Council is

asked to accept. As to whether or
not the Government should establish
a secondary school for girls in
Georgetown, is a question which
should first be agreed upon., If that
question is answered in the aftirma-
tive, then the second. question, to my

mind, is whether Government should
acquire the premises known as the
Bishop’s High School and the con-

ditions under which the premises and
the School should be acquired. In so
far as the first question is concerned,
I think it will be generally agreed
that the establishment of a secondary
school for girls in Georgetown is
very desirable indeed, and so we can
at once accept that principle. As a
member of the Commiltee which
examined the proposals then put up
to Government for the acquisition of
the Bishop’s High School, T would like
to say that the proposals put forward
are to my mind in favour of the Gov-
cvaiment. It may De termed a fairly
goed and reasonable bargain. I 4o
uot think we can to-day go into the
details as required by the hon. Mem-
ber for Xssequebo River and the hon.
Nominated Member:

The position, as I understand it to
be, is this. We have got to make some
sort of temporary arrangement so that
in takix_lg over this school from the
1st January it will be able to function.
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The continuance of this secondary
school is a matter to be gone into
later. The question of salavies, the
cuestion of rebuilding the school and
things of that kind are all matters

which we cannot certainly go into
now. In Your Ixcellency’'s DMessage

before the Council provision is made
for purchasing the lawd and rebuild-
ing the school, and here I would like
to say that this Colony should bhe
very grateful indeed for the contribu-
tion of $50,060 that has been made

under the Colonial Development and
Welfare Act. We ghould record our
appreciation and  thanks for this

grant because, undoubtedly, it is a very
vaiuable assistance for the establish-
ment of the schogl.” We are only being
cailed upon at present f{o provide
$44,000 towards the capital expenditure,
+snd I do not think the taxpayers of
the Colony will object or offer any
serious objection to the expenditure of
that sum. So far as the current ex-
penditure for 1943 is concerned, in Your
Tixcelleney’s Message the position is set
out very clear, It is estimated that
the school would cost in 1943 a sum
slightly over $10,000, and when that
is placed alongside the grant in 1042
of $7,920 there is not much of an
‘increase. Then again, there is not
rauch to ecomplain about. As a mat:
ter of fact, as one who opposed the
contribution by Government, I did
€0 as a principle. I want to make
that perfectly clear hecause to-day 1
am supporting the project.  Although
the  expenditure in 1943 will  De
greater than the grant given by Gov-
crrment in 1942, the administrative
side of the school is going to Dbe
sirengthened, and that is what I am
particular about.

I have always held the view that
where the taxpayers’ money is being
spent, there should be some sort of
contrel, and I opposed 1ihe grant to
this school in the first instance on
the ground of control. I say an ex-
penditure of $10,000 in 1943 for carry-
ing on a Secondary School for Girls
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is money well spent, having regard
to Government control ol the institu-
tution ax  [rom that date. T think
thot it hon. Members to-day accept
the resolution as it stands, we can
proceed later on to discuss the details
when the question comes up-

Mr. PEER BACCIIUS: The Mess-
age, I think, will get the full support
of the Council. So far as the acquisi-
tien of the Dhuildings 18 concerned,
1 do not agree with my hon. friend
that we cannot go into the details
to-day, whereas in the Message itself
we are asked to vote an annual ex-

penditure on  this Nchool. Therefore.
if we are to vote only an amount
to meet expenses T think it is time

that we discuss the details. T am mnot
in opposition to the expenditure in
so far as the furniture is concerned,
nor to the acquisition of the build-
ings, nor to the School heing taken
over and run by Government as such
should have been done years ago, but
T must say that I really would like
come more information in the light
of this DMessage. Government is tak-
ing over the existing Staff and I think
we should be told what will Dhe our
obligations, whether those employed
will be entitled to pension, as in the
caze of Queen’s College, from the date
Yovernment takes over the School or
from the date of their employment
by the Bishop’s High School.

Amnother matter that puzzles me a
little, I must admit, is that the hon.
the Colonial Secretary says this School
will be run on similar lines as
Queen’s College. I take it that every
eniplovee  of this  School will be
treated as a Civil Servart, as stated
in the report of the Select Commit-
tee. If I remember 001'1'ect}y, there is
a restriction in so far as Civil Ser-
vants are concerned against the em-
prloyment of married women. Will
those employed at this Institution he
immune from such restriction? It
that is so, then this Council should
he told that the TRegulations govern-
ing the Civil Serviee of 1his Colpny
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will mnot apply in the case of this
Sehool on  its Dbeing taken over hy
Government. In so far as the pension
tn Miss Baskett is concerred. she was
receiving a  certain  sum  from the
Rishop’s Iligh School aud now that
obligation will be on Government, it
is thought wise to inerease il. So far
ax  Miss Baskett personally is con-
cerned I would say here that I would
1ikke to see her pension increased., but
I am thinking of the principle. We
are taking over an institution and
cevtain liabilities but in the face of
that we are increasing our liabilities
by extending facilities and inereasing
the pension of certain of its pension-

ers. That, T think, in principle ix

wrong. IHowever muceh T feel that
Miss  Baskett was mnot receiving as
ninch  pension  as  she  should have

heen, I do not think there is an obliga-
tion on this Government to increase it.
This Government is taking over lia-
hilities as theyv exist, and no reason
hag been given as to why this Gov-
ernment must iucrease ite liabilities
in so far as WMiss Basket{ is con-
cerned. T think that it is wrong in
principle. So far as tle Message il-
sclf is eoncerned it receive my
wlholehearted support.

will

My, JACOB: As a
Scleet  Commitiee I
reply to one or two of the points
raised by some hon. Members
who have spoken. In regard to
the question hy my hon. friend, the
Member for Essequebo River (M.
Lee), as to whether the site is suit-
able. whether there is a sufficieney
of land for extension =and whether
ithere  will be  sufficient  accommoda-
tion for the pupils mow and in the
future, I would like to say that I
am satisfied that the site is  very
suitable, that there is a sufficiency of
land for extension and for the ae-
cémmodation of 250 to 200 pupils. T
am not in a position to say that the
present buildings or the proposed
buildings would be the more suitable,
but I think those who have planned

mendber of this
woild ilike teo
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it have made provision for extension
along proper lines. As regards those

pupils or students who have been
refused  admission in the past, 1
think provision is made now to in-

crease the number on roll from 185
-—the number on the date of our visit '
there—to 250. I think the public
should be gratefu! to the Bishop for
the very kindly gesture and for the
arrangement made with this Govern-
ment. I think Goverament has
secured a very good bargain, and I
feel that the thanks of the com-
nnity and particularly of this Coun-
¢il are due to those who made this
arrangement.  As a matter of fact
several of the Members of this Com-
mittee felt that if they had owned
the land they would never have sold
it. As regards the pension to Miss
Baskett referred to in 1he Message,
I think that if there is any difficulty
about the pavment to her of this
amount, then whatever Government
may lose in that respect has been
eained by the aequisition of the land
and building at such a low price.

As regards the staff I am not quite
in agreement with everything in this
report. I agree that $60 a month is
a little too small for a competent
teacher, but the Committtee had not
the time to go into all aspects of
this matter. What should be con-
sidered is that Govermment is taking
over something that has been in exist-
ence for several years, and that in
the short time at its disposal the
Ceommittee was anxious to conclude
the arrangements to take over the
School as  from the 1st January.
Therefore, whatever comwents hon.
Members have to make as regards the
adequacy or inadequacy of the salaries
should be deferred until a later date.
The main point is that Government
should take over the School and run
it as efficiently as Queen’s College.
Whatever obligations Government may
have should be met withont anv re-
striction or unfairness to anybody in-.
cluding the staff,
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So far as the married women are
concerned I am not in agreement
with my friend the hon. Member for
Western Berbice (Mr. Peer Baechus).
I think that as soon as arrangements
can be made the present ataff should
be replaced by wnmarried women. T
do not wish it to be understood that
I want any injustice dounc to those
already employed. All existing
arrangements must be honoured 1o
the full, but as soon as Government
takes over the School arrangements
shiould be made to fill vaeancies with
single women. - T am mnot too sure
that it would not be well to have a
few male tachers on the staff. T Ao
not know whether there is any vre-
cedent for it, but I think it would be
well to have some male teachers as
well. Tt may not be quite in accord-
ance with the practice in other parts
of the world, but in this Colony I am
afraid we may not bhe abia ta get the
class of teachers desired from the
female sex. Tn conclusion I would
ask Thon. Members to =acecept the
principle of this report and give Gov-
ernment an opportunity *tn take over
and reoreanize the School for the
benefit of the community.

AMr. JACKSON: T rise to support
the motion. T am satisfied that Gov-
ernment is taking the right step to
acquire this School and run it as a
Government institution on the same
conditions on which Queen’s Colleoe

is run. T feel that every opportunity
should he given to our girls to
¢nalify  thmeselves and make them-

selves efficient for the positions thev
have to oceupy in this community. T
know as a faect, and nerhaps the hon.
Membher for North-Western District

(Mr. Jacob) will sunoport me, that
in respect of a cerfain race in this
Colony the absence of real educa-

tional qualifications among the women
precludes the voung men who are
sufficiently qualified. from perhaps
makineg partners of the young women
of their own wrace. T am also in
agreement that all praise and credil
should he given to those who
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established the Bishop's Iigh School
and laboured for many vears. one of
them at least at personal expense to
himself, to keep it up, and [ believe
that if the School is continued on the
lines suggested it will have a
great effect.

very

With respeet to the question of
salaries T think that is a matter
which should he considered later om.
I was asked whether any of the
Masters at Queen’s College received
salaries as low as %60 per month.
On the question of salaries for men
and women there arve two schools of
thought. There are some people who
feel that men should receive larger
salaries than women doing the same
work, but there are others who feel
that the same salaries should be paid
to both. I am not prepared to enter
into a discussion of that point today.
What I do feel is that this Council
should accept the principle that Gov-
ernment should accept the offer to
take over the School and run it on

.proper lines. T feel that it is a step

in the right direction and T support
the motion with all my heart.

Mr. SEATORD: T should like to
reply to certain of the comments
made. T have been a member of the
Board for a little time, and I also
fat as a member of the Committee.

With regard to the question raised
Dy the Thon. DMember for TEssequebo
River (Mr. T.ee) abount the situation

like to endorse the remarks of the
of the School and the grounds T would
hon. Member for North-Western Dis-
triet (Mr. Jacob). The nresent build-
ing is not only entirely inadequate to
house ihe present number of chidren
but its condition is so very bhad that
constant repair would Dbe mnecessary,
and I am satisfied that it would have
to e rebuilt in a very short time. The
other building which is known as the
Parry Hall is in good condition, and a
very good type of buiding for its re-
quirement, but the other building will

not remain standing very much longer, # v
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As regards the present number of
pupils (185) there had been an in-
crease of 40 during the last term, and
if the hon. Member visited the School
And saw two classes being held in the
same room he wounld realize that the
scholars. are mnot getting the henefit
they shonld from their tuition. Tt is
proposed that one reason for enlarging
the Nchool is becanse they wish to
widen the scope of the education in it
generally. At present the pupils are
only taught certain subjects, and we
are told that the girls do not get a
chance to compete with the boys for
the Guiana Scholarship. No Science
is being taught at the present time, and
it is hoped that the general scope will
be widened.

A certain question was asked by the
hon. Mr. Austin. T think he said he
could not quite understand the position
with regard to the Headmistress. The
position is that at present there is no
agreement with her at all. Her agree-
ment has come to an end and it is
thought that Government will have to
make a temporary arrangement with
her until a new agreement is made.
Government takes over the School on
the 1st January, and she would like to
know whether she will be employed or
not. The Committee has recommended
a salary of £350 a year to commence
with until Government makes a new
agreement and fixes her salary.

Mr. AUSTIN: Tsn’t it assumed that
provision will be made on the 1st
April, and that she will get back
£500? Will the increase of salary
take effect as from the date of the
signing of the new contract?

Mr. SEAFORD: That depends on
the agreement GGovernment makes. It
was rather difficult for the Committee
to go into all of that. The Committee
felt that that question would have to
be decided by the Board of Governors
who would make a recommendation to
(Fovernment,
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Ax to the other question with vegard
to the adequacy of the salary of $60
per month, perhaps it might have been
clear if the report had mentioned that
the Mistress, who is to get $60 per
month, is not a whole-time Mistress.
She will only give a certain number of
hours” work a week for that salary.
There will have to be a certain amount
of reovganization of the staff. We
tried to get teachers locally and an
advertisement was put in the news-
papers in an effort to get teachers from
abroad, but it has been found quite im-
possible. T think we are fortunate to
get as a Mistress there a lady who
belongs to the Cbdlony and has done
extraordinarily  well in  her work
abroad. That will go Dbefore the mew
Board of Governors. Some arrange-
ment had to be made for carrying on
the School next term, and the Com-
mittee recommended the appointment
of a temporary Mistress at that salary,

T think the hou. Member also men-
tioned about passages. To start with,
unless Government had come to the
rescue of the Bishop’s High School I
am afraid that it would have gone out
of existence, and the girls of this
Colony would have been left without
any secondary sc¢hool whatsoever. I
feel that GGovermment had no option but
to take over the School, and in doing
so I am satistied that no Member of
the Council or the Government would
wish to shirk any obligation to any
member of the staff. They were en:
gaged on certain conditions, and I
think everyone here would like to
honour these arrangements. It is for
that reason that the Committee recom-
mended that those Mistresses be given
return passages as provided for in
iheir contracts, and also their leave.

The hon.. Member for Essequebo
River (Mr! Lee) asked why the Head-
mistress alone was offered a 3-year con-
tract and not the other members of the
staff. The reason is that the Head-
mistress has no contract, b'ut all the
others have, and the Committee felt
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that it would be better for Government
to make new contracts at the end of
the existing ones,

T know that the question of married
Mistresses is rather a  controversial
one, but I feel that in a girls’ school
it is of advantage to have a certain
number of married Mistresses, but there
again I do not think that need disturb
us now. It is a matter forr Govern-

ment and the new Board of (tovernors-

to decide.

One other obligation referred to is
the pension (o Miss Baskett. I agree
with the hon. Member for Norih-
Western District that Government has
made a wonderfully fine bargain. but
not for that reason do I feel that we
cim afford to pay. T think this Colony
owes a moral obligation to that lady
who has worked so faithfully for the
Colony, and I think this Council will
have no hesitation in granting her
what I feel she so well deserves.

T would also like to pay wmy tribute
{o those Bishops whe have carvied the
School on their shoulders out of their
own pockets. I think we owe them
a debt of gratitude, and I think it is
time that Government should give the
girls of the Coloeny the education
which we all wish to see them have.

Mr. WOOLFORD: T would like to
make some general remarks in rela-
tion to the School itgelf, and ax 7T
think the Colony would like to see it
in the future. I do not think there
can be any objection to the site. The
School is situated in a central part of
‘the City, but I think what we have
to consider is that there will be erect-
ed on that site a building which will
‘provide accommodation for l larger
number of pupils than was perhaps
envisaged by Mr. Hammond who con-
templated a building to accommodale
250 pupils. I believe that the enrol-
ment of that School, when it becomes
a Government. School, will be double
1that number, and in any event very
ample provision must be made in the
building of that School to provide
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adequate accommodation for class-
rooms and for the accommodation of
some of the staff.

It has always

been a matter of
controversy in

this  Colony whether
married women should De engaged to
feach at that School, and T think we
have to look at the future and try to
engage  single  women  as  far  as
possible.  Where are the single ladies
to be reeruited from?  There arve very
few in the Colony, and they have to
be wveernited from abroad, in which
case T think that one of the terms of
their engagement  will be that thev
will be provided with quarters. T can
readily understand that thoxe quarters
should be looked for in the School
buildings, I can see myself that the
‘demmand made bv the public for con-
verting the School into a boarding
school in part, so as to accommodate
cnildren trom Essequeho and Berbice
whose parents do not live in (ieorge-
town or on the East Coast, will be re-
newed. That has been the demand on
the Government in relation to Queen’s
College. It has always been an insist-
ent demand, and T have no doubt that
simply becanse Queen’s College exists
awhere it is that represenfations are
not Dbeing made along those lines. In
the 11\1i1(iing iteelf  Gaovermment will
have to provide for a largely inereased
number of pupils and accommodation
for some members of ils stafl.

Ro far as the existing buildings arve
concerned 1 really do not know how
neh Tonger the main building is go-
ing to remain the principal instrucetion
hall. I suppose we will get that
50,000 which has not yet bheen obfain-
ed, hut so far ax T know no plans for

that Dbuilding have vyet Dbeen made.
All of that will take a considerable
time. One hon. Member says that

plans have been made. but M. Ham-
mond’s proposal was 1o provide ace-
commodation  for 230 pupils, and if
plans have been made [ think they will
have to he altered with o view to ex-
tension. It is going to Dbe a long
pumber of months before the general
lay-out will be determined.
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The question of the staff is more im-
portant. The Headmistress’s contract
has just expired. She is a graduate.
There are two other ladies whose terms
of engagement wunder a contract ov
some informal document expive, one
in May and the other in September.
Tlhere are also various Mistresses who
are part-time officers, and those
vaeancies -will have 1o be filled. M.
Austin  enquired why the suggestion
was made in the report that the Head-
mistiegs should be paid 2 commencing
salary of £350. Tt is because at the
present moment she is getting £300 a
Year, and the Committee had in its
mind the recommendation of Mr. Ham-
mond that all gradunates should he on
the salary scale of £300 to £400. She
is a graduate and would come within
that =eale, and if she remains as
Headmistress—and [ think it is de-
“sirable  that  she should—and M.
Hammond’s seale is adopted, she would
then by reason of heing IHeadmistress
come within the scale £400—£500,
which is what Mr. Hammond recom-
mends. 1 gradunates are to be ap-
pointed they will
be paid between £300—£400 a vear, =0
that i+ sugeesting a commencing sal-
ary of £350, which really is only £50
& year more than she got in the past,
while the Mistress next to her, who
came out under contract, only gets $9
per month less than the Teadmistress,
it is mot a disparily of any conse-
quence to suggest that the Tlead-
mistress should get £350 a vear.

So far as conditions of service are
concerned, I do not know what Govern-
ment will decide, but I have no doubt
ihat most  of  the Mistresses from
abroad, and those engaged here, will be
cngaged on some form of contract and
will come under the ordinary rules and
regulations  of  Government  dealing
wiltlh eontracts. The questiou of pen-
sions  will  only  arise if and when
Government  decides when those con-
tracts shonld DLe determined, whethey
in one, two or three years, and whether
they should bhe employed on the Fixed
Establishment. What  we onght to
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address ourselves to ix the question of
enabling the School to function as
from -the first of the year with some
kind of staff.

Reference has been made to the
inadequacy of the propc.ed salary to
the additional Mistress. What the
Committee found was that the School
authorities dad alreadi entered into
an arrangement {o take on a certain
lady at that salary. After all she has
not had anyv previous experience in
the School, but she is ready and will-
ing to commence her apprenticeship
and training, and T think she js quite
right. She has a good future to look
forward to. She is a native of the
Colony, and I think it is to her credit

that she is vready and willing
to teach in the Nchool in which she
wan  educated, and which was

responsible for the position she occu-
pies today. I think she is to be
congratulated on coming to the School
just  at this moment. Tt ix nmot ex-
pected that a graduate of her dis-
tinclion should continue {0 enjoy a
salary of $120. Af{ present she is will-
ing to join the School staff as from
the first of the wvear.

leference wis  nurude  bhy the hon.
Member  for  Western  Berbice  (Mr.
Peerr Bacchus) to the proposed pen-
sion to Miss Baskett, which he said
was not right. That is the pension
which the School proposed to pay her
or bas paid her, and it is one of the
obligations which this Govern-
ment assumes, to pay Miss Baskett
$30 per month in future. Miss Baskett
is not a young woman, and I do not
think the pension is inadequate or
can Dbe considered inadequate under
present. conditions,

T smggest that the motion should be
passed. The estimate may be wrong:
it probably is, but that can always he
dealt with by supplementary estimnte
later on. I have no doubt there will
he many changes. I do mot think the
estimate of the cost of construction of
the new building is right; I think it



727 Motion

will be largely exceeded. My friend
fays that I have mot seen it, but it
mnst be based on existing costs, other-
wise T do mot see how one c¢an
determine whai t1he cost will be in
the future. I have every respect for
the hon. Member's eungineering quali-
fications, hnt [ do not think he wonld
care to submit a firm estimate for the
construction of anything now, and I
think T am right in saving that this
estimate will be exceeded.

Mr. GONSALVES: T find that T am
the only Unoflicial Member who has
not spoken on this motion, and lest
it Dbe thought that [ am not in
sympathy with it T have risen to say
that T support it heartilyv. The im-
pression I have" gained from what
the last speaker has said is that the
ICommittee seemed to have felt some
uneasiness about the motion Dbeing
put through, because T observe that
four of the five persons who xigned
the report have spoken on the motion
and the report. The fifth member of
the Commiittee is absent. 1 am glad
to find that to-day at least it is
definitely recognized that there should
be a Government secondary school for
girls in this Colony. This matlter has
-engaged the attention of the Conncil
hefore, and has also been discussed in
some  way by the Education Com-
mittee. A previous Committee also
went into the question of the in-
cbility of the present Bishop to ecarry
on the School. The Committee made
certain recommendationy and was of
the opinion 1hat Government would
have to carry on the School. I am
eglad to find that Government, through
its foresight.in appointing to this
Jommittee certain  Members of the
Council who were opposed to it, has
been able to convert those Members 1o
the view that Government should run
a secondary school for girls. It seems
to me that Government has learnt a

good lesson. (laughter).
With regard to the recommenda-

tions in the report, I am inclined to
the view of the hon. Mr., Austin with
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respect to the salary of $60 to be paid
to one of the teachers. I should mot
like to he o teacher at any price, and
G0 -per month does seem a small
salary. T ihink, when the time comes
to fix {he salarvies of the staff some-
thing on the hasis of Queen’s College
might be considered, and a more ade-
quate seale adopted for thisx School.
One hon. Member suggested that it
would not be a bad idea to have a
male teacher on the staff, but T observe
that it is proposed in the report of
the Committee that the Board of
(tovernors  should include three Mem-
bers  of  the Legislative Couneil, so
that what the School will lack on its
staff it will have on the Board. I
have greal  pleasnre in supporting
{he motion,

Mr. LEE: Test a wrong impression
e created by what I have said I wish
to say that T am in agreement with
the. principle of Government carrying
on this girls’ school. I was only en-
quiring whether the members of the
Committee had gone into all the
details and the adequacy of the pro-
posed new building. T am glad to
hear frem the hon. Member forr North-
Western District (Mr. Jacob) that he
has seen the plan, and that adequate
provision has been made for the ae-
commodation of the pupils.

I am also glad that the
ber for Georgetown North
ford) has mentioned about the teach-
ing of Science. I sincerely hope that
the Board of Governors will consider
wlhether arrangements cannot be made
for the Science DMaster at Queen’s
C'ollege to give the girls instruction
in Ncience nntil proper provision can
e made for such tnition at the School.

hon. Mem-
(My. Sea-

Mr. SEATFORD: That
teen considered, but it would mean
additional laboratories. As an alterna-
tive it is being considered whether it
would not be possible for some of the
girls to make use of the laboratory at
Queen’s College,

matter has
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Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
moving the motion I stated that it
might be necessary to amend it to
include one or more of the recom-
mendations of the Committee. T agree
with the hon. Member for New Am-
sterdam (Mr. Woolford) that we
might pass the motion as it stands.
and when the time comes to introduce
the item of expenditure—I understand
that the Treasurer will
item in the First Schedule of expendi-
ture for the coming year—the amount
night DLe increased by the sum men-
tioned in par. 7 of the report. I think
it would be quite simple to deal with
the matter in that way.

I am mnot quite c¢lear about the
recommendation in par. 3 of the re-
port. I understand from the Chair
man of the Committee that Govern-
ment will have straight awax {o in-
form the Headmistress what we ave
prepared to pay her for the whole
périod mentioned. Is it wise to tie
{he hands of the Board of Governors
with rvespect to one Mistress? (ould
not arrangements be made to engage
ihe IIeadmistress for a year at the
salary recommended by the Committee,
instead of engaging ler for a period
of three years? I think it should
come forward as a recommendation
from the Board of Governors when
appointed. Tt would he a simple
matter to inforin the Tleadmistress
that Government proposes 1o ewmploy
an additional Mistress.

There is one question which has not
been answered. The hon. Mr. Jackson
asked whether any Master at Queen’s
(College is paid a lower salary than
$60 per month. In the 1942 Tstimates
there were two Junior Masters on the
scale $570 to $829. T am mot suggest-
ing that it is a right and fair salavy
to pay them, but as the question was
asked [ think it is cnly fair {o say
that,

Mr. WOOLFORD: With regard to
the =alaryv of the Headmistress it is
only a recommendation. We under.
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stood that =she is quite prepared to
remain in her present position as from
the 1Ist January until these matters
are settled. The last sentence of par.

33

3 of the Committee’s report states:—

we suggest that she should be
re-engaged as Headmistress under a
contract for a period of not less than 3
years to take effect as from the 1st day
of January next, and on a salary scale
to be determined later; but that in the
interval she should be given a com-
mencing salary of £350 per annum.”

She isx ready and willing to carry
on xo as to allow (he School to func-
tion as from the 1st January.

Motion put, and agreed to.

Arrrorriarion (No.o 2) B, 1942,

Mr. MeDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
I move that the Standing Rules and
Orders of the Council be suspended

to enable the following Bill to Dbe
taken through all its stages:—

A\ Bill intituled an Ordinance to
appropriate the supplies granted in
the current session of the Legisla-
tive Council,

Mr. AUSTIN seconded.
Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. MeDAVID: T move that “A Bill
intituled an Ordinance to appropriate
the =supplies granted in the current
session of the Legislative Council” be
read the first time.”

Mr. AUSTIN seconded.
Question put, amnd agreed to.
Bill read the first time.

Al MeDAVID: As (he Council is
aware, this is the fiual aet in aunthoriz-
ing the appropriation of meoneys which
have bheen voted in the Iistimates for
the year 1943. As the motion approv-
ing those Tstimates was passed only
recently I de not think it is necessary
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for me to go into any question of
finanees. Your Excelleney has™ already
intimated to the Council the reason
for Dbringing forward this  Bill so
carly. I think T wmay add that in
theory at least, until this measure is
cnacted  the Governor has no power
to  anthorize expenditure + on the
Lstimates; therefore T am very happy
that this Bill has been advaneed; and
T hope that i future it will always
be possible to paxs the Appropriation
Bill inunediately after the TIdstimates
Tave been approved by the Council.
I move that the Bill be read a second
iime.

Mr. AUSTIN secondeéd.
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a

second time.

The  Couneil  resolved 1tself into
Committee and  considered the Bill
clause by clause without discussion.

The Council resumed.

Mie. MeDAVID: 1
Bill intituled an

move that “.A\
Ordinance to appro-
priate the sapplies granted in  the
current  session ot the  Legislative
Council” be read a third time and
passed.

Mr. AUNTIN seconded

PrEsibuNT's  OBSERVATIONS.

THE PRESIDENT: Before putting
the question finally I would wish to
detain Members a few minutes with
sone observations of my own on the
debate on the second reading, and on
the  numerous  comments,
criticisms and proposals which have
come  forward in  discussion in Com-
mittee. T had made voluminous notes
of remarks of Members, but I have
Tad no adequate opportunity elsewhere
to make these comments of m; own.

enquirlies,

[ would refer firsy to one feature of
the discussions to which I have
listened, and that is that no Member

speaking appears 1o me to have shown
full realization of the complexity and
polentialities of the burden of financial
obligations which we have to face, or
may  have 1o face in the very near
foture. Very frequently in the discus-
sion on the Estimates individual Mem-
bers, or the general sense of the Coms-
mitlee has indicated very ready willing-
ness to commit Government to added
expenditure on some particular project
dear to the individual, or which all
of us would like—sentimentally—to see
undertaken.  There ha.e been many in-
stances.

Cost oF Priaary Epvcearion,

On the other side of the picture T
do not think I heard a single reference
to  the alarming prospeet and astro-
nomic figures of the cost of primary
education i brought in any way up
{to the standands recommended, and if
the Colony has to bear the costs. That
‘whestion is =l on the knees of the
vods, but I cannot for one moment ex-
peet that the whole of this Dill can
be borne by outside funds, and that
some  snbstantial proportion will not
fall on local revenues.

NUBSIIZATION,

Much nearer is the question of the
need to “peg” some at least of the prices
of essentials  at  rveasonable  prices,
that ix, by subsidization, and T am one
of those who hold that it we do not do
this—e.g.. it we allowed the price of
flour, hread, kerosen2, {o soar or even
jump about. the financial cost to Gov-
ernment and to the Colony would be
heavier still. Again, 1 stated very
carly in these proceedings  that Gov-
ernment must grant some increase in
wages to unskilled labour, and the size
of “that Dbill is not vet before us in
fieures.  We have again in mind the
recasting of  salary  votes for lower
paid Post Office employees, and that
may take us further.

SPECTAL DEMANDS.

There is again the question of
drainage and irrigation schemes, and
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Members last August had agreed in
prineiple to an expenditure of some
$300,000 from local funds on the
simaller  schemes  to be begun early,
apart from the costs of the more
ambitious  ones, There are again
numerous revotes of provisions ade
in 1942, Certain services, c.., frans-
vort, are in bad need of expensive re-
placements. These are particular pro-
jeets only  of  several othiers. 1t is
obviously essential when we are approv-
ing extra expenditure to keep one eye
at least on the relation of it to our
surplus and our rvevenue. Bul in these
vears i is nmext to impossible to
budget with any accuracy  for our
revenue, just as it is impossible to
judge fully in December the numerous
special demands that may come upon
us in this  wartime period and at
short notice, both of which make the
scientific budget, for which one Mem-
ber called,  out  of our power. Our
revenue may go down substantially on
certain things next year, though it may
recoup something in some directions.
The abolition of the exemption from
excess profits tax as regarvds mining
may be one.

Extexsiox or Digeer Taxarios,

More important in my view is thix
—that in principle, as I have already
sadd onee in oone part of our proceed-
ings, we must get it into our heads
{hat we are vot going to be able to
carry o out  suceesstully  a policy  of
social security. to give it itx widest
term, on our present basis of taxation
amd  private  property  ownership.
Nocial security is an ideal very expen-
sive indeed. TUnless we are to be com-
pletely  pauperized Dby  begging  {he
funds from outside, we will have to
gel acenstomed to the idea of revision
of  uxation with steep increases in
direct taxation. ey income dax. T
hope that will be set off to some exient
by substantial decrease in the exten-
sive wystem of indireet taxation which
is widely inflicted in this Colony by
way of tariffs. fees, licences: it ix the
old-fashioned colonial system of taxa-
tion, But the extension of direct

taxation will have to be faced. I per-
sonally would go further and say that
if we are to carry out ambitious
schemes of social reform and pay our
fair share of the cost, it will mean
specific taxation of capital, of profits
going out of the Colony, and of other
new sources. However, this is wnot
the place to dwell on that. I would
merely veiterate that our swiplus can-
not be relied upon to take us very far,
and we may very well need all of it
for obligations we cannot possibly
escape.

“THIS BENIGHTED COUNTRY.”

I would turn to another feature of
fhe observations to which 1 lave
listened; it was already the subject of
some brief comment by my hon. friend
the Colenial Treasurer, who depre-
cated the countinucus wuse of such
phrages as “owr parlous condition” or
“this benighted country.” Such phrases
are commmon in the jeremiads of wmy
very good friend, the hon. Member for
the Berbice River—IT am sorry not to
see him here today—and I do not think
they do us any goed. The latter
phraske wax  lix  parting <hot with
which he ended his speech to us, as he
saf down, metaplhorically, in a flood.
of tears. “Benighted Country,” surely
not. It T understood him correctly in
awlat he said on December 2 it was
to  the effect that the problems and
difficulties which  beset  us  in (his
country are wholly due to “the ad-
minjstration.” I  have listened fo
other remarks that bear the same
interpretation, that this country has
therefore made no  progress for -a
hundred years and for the same reason.
" Mhe folliex of the greatest and most
Ttberal minded = govermments of the
world, gross follies both in policy and
execution, are partly responsible for
the tragic conditions in the world to-
day. T am noet going to pretend that
this country has been o= is ideally
administered, and I have said more
than  once that the Governor has
peculiar opportunities of seeing and
realizing deficiencies in the Govern-
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ment machine. But it is quite im-
mpossible for me always to, in honesty
to myself or to the post T lhold, sit
by and listen, as I have so often done
in this last year, to this ome-sided
recrimination. I feel I begin to know
and have read, much of British Gui-
ana, and know there is very much to
be said from another angle.

A Very Grear Dran o Work to Do,

What I did say in my first address
to this Council, and vrepeated again
when I oaddressed it at the opening
meeting of this present =session, wias
that it is no use spending xo0 much
energy in putting all the blame for
this or that deticiency in our Colony
on this or that class of the community
or Government, or ‘“‘sugar economy’” or
slavery, which is more than a hundred
years past, or the indenture xystem,
now also dead. We arve living in the
present and we should be trying to
Duild up the future, aund there is a
very great deal of work to do.

" We all know that thisx country, as
several others, has swfered from the
mistake of reliance on one export cash
crop and from the manner in
which that aim was pursued, and we
all know that these Colonies are
greatly unfortunate in their past.
But when the need ix for hard work
‘by the whole community the time has
surely come to end the habit of tear-
ing passions to  tatters about old
bogies, or flogging dead horses or
Dblaming or ‘distrusting the intentions
of people of to-day, or putting every-
thing down to the relative failure of
GGovernment to cure all troubles any
more than it would be right to blame
the relative failure of religious bodies
for not producing a more religious race.

SuBsTANTIAL STEPs Ilomw.ann,

T should also like to say that il is
wickedly unjust, whether to the Gov-
ernment  of this  country or to its
people as a whole, to go on pretending
that there is no progress, and has been
none for ten or fifty or a hundred

years. No person in his senses will
pretend that this country has not
made substantial steps forward in

very many ways from year to year, and
without 1nore than temporary set-
Dacks in particular things, not as a
whole.

Georgetown is in many ways the
pleasantest, healthiest and cleanest
city o1 big town in the British or
other colonies in the Western Hemis-
phere. There is probably no country
‘where the relative improvemeit in
health conditions in  recent decades
has been so great. There is no place
wlhere its principal industry is more
scientifically successful; there- is no
Pplace with a more notable develop-
ment of a wholly worthwhile industry
in rice cultivation, and I am quite
sure the British Guianese of all races
from decade 1o decade have shown a
steady advance in personal qualities.
There is a class of Iast Indians who
have risen in one generation from
indentured labourers to capitalist land
‘and mill owners, and Africans to the
highest positions in the professions
and service of the State. And this,
to a degree, I would say, relatively
greater than in any country.

I should be only too glad myself to
stress only, if I could, the progressive
and optimistic outlook, and gloss over
Taults.  But quite apart from defence
of Government in particular and in
general, it seems to me proper and
necessary in honesty not to gloss over
——though it might be much more tact-
ful or discreet to do so—faults or
deficiencies in the set-up of the coun-
try or of our community as a whole,
wlhere I have observed them in an en-
deavour to grasp something of the
fundamental conditions of the Colony.
I have seen, of course, that such
observations are certainly liable to
considerable misconstruction when a
single remark or phrase or sentence is
taken out and considered separately
and not with the whole,
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NEW GOVERNOR'S WAND.

Again I have been most anxious to
disabuse that attitude of mind which
has impressed me so very forcibly in
my first few months here, that a new
(Governor can come with a wand to
wave, and in the next few months this
and that and everything will De
revolutionized. I have said that I
believe it will take a generation and
millions of dollars to produce the
improvements that many people lere
would wish to Dbelieve can he evolved
in a year or two. I have made no
promises and I make none, and would
repeat that achievement will demand
patience and tolerance and continuous
hard work, and will not be attained
sithout  discomfort felt and dislike
aroused.

CosTs 0F ADMINISTRATION,

1 would turn to another notable con-
tribution to our debales, that of the
Member for Central Demerara. It was
indeed interesting, but I felt as I lis-
tened to him that he was more than
a little of an old-fashioned Whig,
anxious to Dbe liberal, who is always
ready o criticize the expenditure er
progressive steps by Government if
they be novel, but is not very prepared
to put up a practical alternative of
his own. He betrayed a good deal of con-
cern over rising expenditure, and not
very much welcome of the new steps
taken. Ile seemed to e to repeat an
ancient misunderstanding of why Gov-
ernment expenditure in all countries

i« rising, which was in fact clearly
indicated in my own address. It all

reminded me very much  of what I
read six years ago in another Colony
on a similar kind of complaint, Lut
as to which investigation by economic
advisers had quite clearly shown that
the costs of administration per sc, that
is  the overhead costs of the bare
framework of Government had either
not increased or had gone substantially
down proportionately to -total ex-
penditure. That could he easily proved
in this Colony.
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The real reason shown over and over
again in a series of colonial units
was that in recent years Government
had undertaken obligations by way of
social services, education, medical,
agricultural and the whole lot of
them, services which had at ome time
either not appeared at all or were
lconfined to a small scale or a small
skeleton staff. The whole picture has
completely changed in these last
twenty years, or even ten years, and
Government’s obligation to run full
developmental services is now admitted
and the cost must be faced. I speak
from personal experience in one Colony
of making a deliberate attempt to
reduce expenditure comfortably with-
out revenue. I did so by lopping and
pruning certain services, but the up-
shot of my effort was that I had to
report that the policy could only mean
complete and absolute stagnation and
therefore that funds from outside must
be given.

Coroxiss T0o Have Services THEY
NEED.

We have now the very definite assur-
ance of the policy of H.M. Imperial
(Government that these Colonies are to
have the services they need, and not
merely the .services for which they
can pay, and this Council and I would
be utterly talse to that policy if we
do not go on supplying these services,
'baying for them as far as we can, but
supplying them. In my address on
November 18 I drew a clear distinction
between the older and the newer prin-
ciple of colonial policy, and I think
I made it fairly clear that that means
a2 constant and extending degree of
State intervention and responsibility,

~and with it goes expanding costs that

will not be wholly met from increas-
ing revenue, at least not for a long
time to come.. I think that is the
answer to the tenor of a great deal
of what the hon. Member said. He
was good enough to say as regards
gome of it that he would not oppose
but would hope that the investment
would be good expenditure and would
pay good dividends.
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Saarn LAND-HOLDERS.

I would like to say a word or two
also on a factor to which T made vefer-
ence in my own address, and which
lhas cropped up =everal times in the
discussions in Committee, namely, that
prineipal asset of ome country, land.
What I had attempted to do my-
self was fo state gquite frankly certain
facts or impressions of facls as I see
them which are of absolutely the first
importance to om immediate future.
T venture 1o say that I helieve in many
places in the colony there has heen a
deterioration in recent years, and 1
eather that that has not heen pala-
table and was taken as it T had in-
fended that ax an argnment to oppose
certain inevitable trends in our devel-
opment. Such an inference, for ex-
ample, that the Government was op-
posed to the development of the pass-

1

ing of the land into the hands
of small holders and would prefer

to see it in the
Lovge estates is entirely contrary 1o
what T said. T had actually  stated
that this evolution is nltimately to the
cood thongh it bronght with it many
difficulties now, and I went out of my
way to xay that I was not deerving any
particular class or classes concerned.
I endeavonred o siate o social evoln-
tion in this matter as I see it, I gave
credit to the sugar estates for the fact
ax I see i, of good husbandry of Tand
op their part, because T think it fair
to state it and T wonld even regard it
ax o model for Government to follow.
T was very far from saving that T
shonld prefer 1o see the comtry mono-
polized by such a syvstem. God forbid
it. T went on to accept the inference
that the small holder without capital
cannot carry  the duty,
sassistionee must be given, and to say

hands of the

that the next step is a wide increase
of Government responsibility and con-
trol for and of Tand. 1 added that
sassistance carries with it the need of
wafeguarding  conditions.

Acricviruran Foereee O Tie Conoxy:
What I would like to say here is
that whatever we retain of our sugar

and cspecific,

industry, the agricultural future and
happiness of the people of this country
will Lvrgely depend on the development
ol the xmaller agriculturist, whether
Last Indian or African, who can show
himselt fitled Dy aptitude and turn of
mind forr {he development of rice and
mixed farmwing, and that way of life.
Government poliey in my view above
all {nings requires the encouragement
and developmeunt of our rural cconomy
of the smaller land-holder, the better-
ment of conditions in our villages and
for that, »x fundamental to these things
—we must always come back to it—
the  establishment of a drainage and
irrigation system on o comprehensive
scale.

I am afraid T have detained Mem-
bers some time. but I should have
thounght these matters of importapce
which I shonld like to put on record as
allecting Government poliey and touch-
ineg our finances
sittings

before we close our
for the present year.

T do not know whelher what I am
coing to say comex within the term of
sdividends,™ as xtafed by the Honour-
able Member for Central Demerara, hut
it might be interesting news to Mem-
heirs 1o know this. We had expected
A balance of 2,000,000 at the end of the
yearg and Ioam now able to tell them

that we are going fo reach that com-
fortably and in fact go above it. The
surplus will be  certainly  over three
million  dollars and possibly o little

more when onr final figures come out.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a (hivd time and passed.

LDeratvace & IncicarioN Works IFroar

DT, FFusn.

Mr. CASE (Consulting,
Niv, I beg to move:—

Kngineer) :

THAT, with reference to Governor’s
Messitge No. G, dated 29th Deccember, 1942,
this Council approves of a free grant of
$68,300 from the Development Trust Fund
to enable execution of the following drain-
age and irrigation works detailed in that
Message:—
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Golden Grove—Victoria $20,300
Mahaica—Helena 500
Johanna Cecelia—Annandale 5,700
Three Friends—Walton Hall ... 10,000
Canals Polder Area, West Bank,

Demerara 25,500
Vreed-en-Hoop—Ruimzigt District,

West Demerara 6,300

$68,300

All the works detailed in the Mes
sage, No. G, were decided on after very
careful consideration by the Drainage
Board, and in every case they were
unanimously  approved, and  reconi-
mended. The Board has under con-
sideration certain other improvement
works  in declared areas and in the
Crafg Distriet. T would like to men-
tion here that 1T have the Tligures of
rainfall up to 7 aau. to-day, for the
wonth.  In  Georgetown—:39.20  inches
(the previous record in 62 vears being
SE0N inches in 1891), on the whole of
the Coast of Demerara. The lignre of
ANST inches recorded in 1955, the year
of the great flood, has already been
exceeded by practically one inch. Al
though there had been exceptional
heavy  rains this year on the Bast
Coax{, the rainfall was not so heavy
in other parts.—the West Coast Ber-
bice, the Corentyne and the West Coast
Demerara.

On  the Tast  Coast,  Demerara,
although  there  was  heavier rainfall
than in 1933 there was not so much
damuage done. I think this wits due
1o three or four causes. Iirst ot all,
in the 1933 flood the water came over
the  Kast  Demerara = Conservancy,
Since then three sluices have been
built, two paid for by the Sugar Ios-
tates and one by Government from the
Colonial  Development  Trust  Fund.
The result ix that no water came over
and we were able to relieve the land
of all the storm water. The reason
for that is the veconditioning works
carried out by the Drainage Board.
The next reason isx that in the past
there had been a certain amount of
flooding of the area aback of {the
Shanks Canal. The Drainage Board
dredged the Craig Milue Company Path
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and the cousequence is that area has
been relieved. I would also like to
say that the Drainage Doard very
properly cleared all channels wherever
it was possible to get gravity drain-
age and the consequence i that the
aeclared  drainage  areas ave better
drained than the private estates. Some
of the private estates have had very
bad Iuck in the breaking down of their
pumping plants.

Mr. WOOD
estx) seconded.

(Conservator of For-

Mr., JACOB: T wish to take this
opportunity to make a few remarks
on  these drainage works. When I
read this Message, No. 6, I noticed
graig Milne and wondered it T lhad
ot seen Craig Village. I take this
opportunity to say that the hon. Con-
sulting Tongineer invited me to Craig
Village a week or so ago and we had
the pleasure—I do not think it was a
pleasure—and T would prefer the hou-
Member to  say  whether he con-
sidered it a pleasure—ol  travelling
in a small hoat in a small trench and
then walking on muddy roads for a
distance of about fonr miles. T would
like the hon. Member to say something
about  what  we  heard  during
the  trip. But  what 1 would
like to say is this. 1 am not at all
satistied up to the present that the
majority  of these Draivage Schemes
are properly designed with the object
of assisting the small farmers. I

.make that definite statement because

of what I and the Hon. Consulting
Engineer saw not even two weeks ago
at Craig Village. The trenches dug
there are not wide and deep enough,
the dams are not sufficiently well made
up for the transportation of ordinary
farmers’ produce, and at a certain
point there is neither dam nor trench.

Wihile we were on the cross-dam bhe-
tween  Craig and Pln. Diamond, we
met  two African “farmers who com-
plained that there are absolutely no
facilities to transport their plantains
and other ground provisions. I sim-
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\
ply smiled and passed along. While
we were halfway back over the road
between Pln. Diamond and Craig Vil-
lage, there was one of these men with
a bunch of plantains on his head and
a quantity of cassava and other stuff
strung across his Dback. When we
looked at the plantains I wondered how

many pounds they weighed. I was
told that the Dbunch was not
fully ripe but that the: tree had

fallen down and the bunch had begun
to yellow. I asked what it weighed
and I got the information that it
weighed 121 1bs. without the stalk.
The point is this. Ilere was a strong
healthy farmer having to feteh a
bunch of plantains on his head for a
distance of about two miles when this
Government with all its experts is ad-
vocating that the people should grow
more food without providing proper
facilities for them. There was nothing
else for that farmer Lo do than to feteh
that bunch of plantains on his head to
the public road. There are no dams,
no trenches. This Government con-
‘tinues after a whole century to tell
these farmers, these hard-working peo-
ple, “We are making conveniences for
youw.”

When Your Lxcellency spoke just
-now on the passing of the Appropria-
tion Bill for the year, Your IExcellency
nade certain remarks in which this
Council is interested. I would like to
ask, on whom must the blame be put?
It must be put somewhere. Govern-
ment has Dbeen governing this country
all this century and continues to do so.
Certain hon. Members make complaints
and absolutely no notice is taken of
them. So far as I am concerned, that
is my grievance. The situation at
Craig Village has been drawn to Gov-
ernment’s notice by letters. Represen-
tations were made divectly to the hon.
Consulting ngineer who visited there
with myself but the conditions re-
main as they were. When is it going
to be changed? I do not know. As an
accredited representative of the people
it is my privilege to enquire of Gov-
ernment, I was on this tramp for
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three hours. I do not know what hap-
pened to my hon. friend when he got
home, but I know what happened to
me. It was all brought about by a few
experts. I see one hon. Member, an
expert here, laughing. It is pleasure
to him but pain to me and hundreds of
people. It is a pleasure to have these
people in this state. Given a . piece of
land with properly laid out drains and
facilities to transport their produce,
it would be all right, but when they
apply to their neighbours to allow
those facilities they are denied.

The hou. Consulthfg Eugineer and I,
accompanied by twelve farmers, heard
comments throughcut the journey. It
is for him to inform this Government.
I do believe he will, and I hope he will
put torward a proper picture to this
Government. It is mnot mnecessary for
me to do so, it is not my duty. It is
essentially the duty of the hon. Con-
sulting IEngineer to transmit the uve-
marks we heard during the trip and let
this Government know what the peo-
ple are thinking. It is time Govern-
ment realize that it has a sacred duty
to the people and not to a few capital-
ists. That is what is ruining this Col-
ony. Iiverything is being done to keep
the people down. My remarks may be
considered heated, but they are mnot.
They are 100 per cent. true and with-
out rancour at all. I ask this Gov-
crmment to have a complete change of
policy during next year. Let the peo-
ple who have been hindering the agri-
cultural progress of this country and
the progress of the small farmer be
removed. It is time that they Dbe re-
moved from where they are. Let the
tarmers look after their business and
not engineers — mniechanical and civil
engineers—to arrange and organize
drainage and irrigation schemes, some-
thing they know mnothing about. I
would like the hon. Consulting En-
gineer to say whether these schemes
Lave Dbeen properly designed and have
the consent of those who will Dbenefit

from them. I am sure the con-
sent  of  those people has mot Dbeen
sought. [ take count of this aspect
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of the matter. It the mneople be
apprised of the way you are going
to help them, otherwise you are head-
ing for disaster. At Craig Village
517.000 has been wholly mis-spent as
the entire cultivation thers has suifer-
ed loss by flooding.

Reference has been made to the rain-
fall. Figures can be made to read
anything. I can do that. We have
had 39 inches of rainfall, but it has

heen extended over a period of 30 days.”

If you have 10 inches over two days
ou saturated land it is said to be a
lot of rain. I am mnot saying the
rainfall was not excessive, Dbut it
would not be if yvou have proper drain-
age facilities. I want to repeat that
in a letter I sent to the Secretary of
the Board I asked for an investigation
to be carried out at Craig Village.
The cultivation at Pln. Diamond and
the cultivation at Craig Village should
be examined, to see what is the effect
on the cane cultivation at Diamond
as compared with the provision
cultivation at Craig Village. Get an
minterested person to do that. Tt is
not fair to have a member of the
Drainage Board which isx under a
charge going there to give a veport.
Is that DBritish justice? T do not
think it is. The people have reported
and have asked that an investigation
be made, and the hon. Consulting En-
gineer telephoned one of the members
of the Board, a Mechanical 1ngineer
at that, and asked him to report on
it.” That member went to the wrong
rlace and so reported wrongly. I am
not going to argue that matter as
results will prove it. I take this
opportunity to advise very strongly
that this expenditure will be wasted
unless these schemes are properly de-
signed and approved by those who are
intended to Dbe Denefited by them.

Mr. SEAFORD: 1 regret consider.-
ably T did not know the hon. Member
had enjoved his walk so much. If I
had only realized that, I would have
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asked him to accompany e on Box-
ing Day when he would have to walk
considerably more than four miles.

My, JACOB: I am sure I can walk
more than my hon. friends, but that
is not the object of this debate.

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. B3Member
said he walked four miles and his con-
dition apparently was that of a state
of collapse. I saw the hon. Consult-
ing Tngineer. e came to visit me
after he returned from that trip and
he was very fit and well. I would
suggest to the hon. Member that in-
stead of sitting in lis office and listen-
inag to complaints he should take a
little more exercis¢ in the countryside
and see things with his own eyes. The
hon. Consulting Engineer and I walk
very often more than fourteen miles
together, and I do not think we are
any the worse for it. The next time I
am going I shall ask the hom. Mem-
ber 1o accompany me, and we shall
cujoy it iogether.

As regards the flooding of Craig,
surely if you have a member of fhe
Tirainage Board in the area it is quite
niutural to ask him to report to the
Board on the conditions there. That
member has lived all his life there and
naturally will be asked by the Board
10 look at conditions aund report on
{he flooding. It has been reported to me
that there was actually no real flood-
ing at Craig. There was a bhit of
flooding on the low pegass land which
is two feet or more below the level of the
surrounding land. That same Dbit of
land  stretches through the sugar
estate which is on the morth side and
it is not planted because it is too low
to grow anything. The hon. Member
is perfecty correct when he says the
trenches are too narrow to bring the
provisions down by boat, but the Drain-
age Board has nothing to do with
navigation. The Drainage Board ad-
vises on trenches for drainage and
irrigation purposes and not for navi-
gation purpose,
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Mr. JACOR : To a point of corree-
tion.! I would like the hon. Member
to carry that a little further and say
who is responsible for that.

Mr. SEATORD: The hon.. Mcember
knows all about that. That is a mat-
terr which must go to Government.
The Distriet” Commissioner or someone
else will have to loolk after the
navigation tremches, Dbut that has
nothing to do with the Drainage Board.

Mr. JACOB: That is a backward
principle you have adopted there!

Mr. SEATFORD: The hon. Member
knows everyvthing and «o the whole
basis of hix argument is undermined
and falls to the ground.

Mr. JACOB: To a point of corree-
tion! My argument is not
mined but remains.

under-

Tnig PRESIDENT: T think the hon.
Member ix interrrupting unnecessarily,

Mr. SEATORD: T do syvmpathise
with the man having to carry a bunch
of plantains on his head from aback.
but T can asswree hon. Members that
that has nothing to do with the Brain-
age and Irrigation Board. 1 was very
snrprised at the remarks of the hon.
Member Dbecause of lhis  wonderful
knowledge of agriculture—asking Gov-
crnment to go and look at the e¢ane
cultivation and the ground provixions
cultivation. T thought anvone with a
rudimentary knowledge of agriculture
would know that cane stands up o
water very much Tounger than ground
provisions. T see the hon. Member is
smiling. T have not cut his argument
from under his feet. Ilave 17 1L
think T have said enough abhout Chraig.

L am definitely in favonr of these
drainage schemes being carried through
as they will greatly assist  the dis-
tricts, but I want to =ound a note
of warning in thix Council that hon.
Members must not think these schemes
are going to cure all the evils which

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Drainage & Irrigation 748

exist. They will alleviate the position
and help to give letter drainage but
will not 'meet every condition you are
likely to get in 1his Colony. Tt will
be no good hon. Members coming here
in future and saying this or that has
not been put right.  Nothinz can be
done in that respect unless you are
going to spend millions of dollars to
et efficient drainage for this Colony.
We have seen in the papers that in
India 11,000 people were drowned and
3,0000 homes carried away by floods.
When T was in Washington, the capital
of the United States of America, they
had toumr feet of waler on the streets
and mueh damage done hy flood. The
maost we can cater for is ordinary con-
ditions, but we cannot hope 1o cater for
abmormal conditions in this Colony. We
Fave been hearing about drainage here
hefore I eame into existence. Reports

have come to the TLegislature from
various paris  of  the Colony under
water, asking the Govermor to do

semething in the matter.
new. In the old days T uzed to go
and examine the pumping plants in
some of the villages and T know their
condition. T do say that conditions in
the villages are not 100 but 1,000 per
cent, better to-day than they were in
those days, especially on the Fast Coast.

Tt is nothing

There is another thing I wish hon.
Members of this Council to realize and
tliat is, whatever you do,
ever much you are going to

how-
improve
the drainage conditions now, it means
you are always going to have to sub-
sidize loeal products. T think it is
admitted that ground provisions and
such things can never pay for adequate
drainage and irrigation in this Colony.
T do not want it to be thouught that
Tocal farm products can ever pay for
it because the retwrns per acre can
never pay the cost. We know on the
Fast Coast it ix $+ to $8 per acre of
land. Can those provision farms pay
that? I think it isx mnecessary that
Fovernment face the fact that it has
got to subsidize local products and to
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carry the drainage cost very largely
on its shoulders, and that it will have
to do so more in the Zature.

The next question which is going to
arise and which yon, sir, have already
mentioned, is that the more you have
to subsidize the more one wanders
where the money is going to come
from. If we are going to look with
all our eyex to the Mother Country fo
give the money, we are hoping a Jlot.
I cannot help feeling that it should
be the ambition of every part of the
Impire to suppori jtself. Wa have
got to do that. I can say this, that
this  Colony is  very different from
otlhier parts of the Kmpire in that it
is below sea level and small farming
is not going 10 carry this Colony.
You have got to depend on major in-
dustries for the =ale of products in
the world markel. We can  never
compete against the imporfed goods.
Our living conditions are hetter than
these of  the surrounding Colonies,
Detter than in the Baxt, and what we
produce we have to xell at a cheaper
‘ate than it costs to produce. It wvou
put up trade barrviers the money has
oot to come from somewhere, because
Jthe cost of living goes np antomatically
then.

As T have said before. T am in favour
of it. We must face up to the position
and to the fact that we will have to
carry our own burden if we are going
10 be able to hold onr heads up in the
British Empire. Tt ix =0 eaxy fo
speak and say we have got to do 1his
and to get that on a different basis
and  this is an agrienltural conntry.
TTaless  we  remove lrom  the coasial
belt and go to the highlands we can
never grow rubber except in abnormal
times, and we can never grow cocoa

to pay. With none ol these things are
we inoa position {o compete in the
workd market. We have (o leave the

coastal  belt and  get
ordinary conditionns.
season our water level is only about
eighteen inches below ground level.
TWhat are we gbing to do?

away from the
Iven in the dry
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We are going ‘ahead with these
drainage schemes and I am- very glad.
We have to go alead with much
Dbigger ones too in time to come. An-
other expense for a mew' department
in this Colony we have to look forward
to is on a Drainage and lIrrigation
Department.  Your present  staff and
Board canmot possibly  carry on and
look after works that are gradually
growing from day to day. That has
got to come, and you may be able, in

time to come, when you have major
works and bigger works, to do Dby
mechanical means, a lot of what you
are doing by hand, and so reduce
your cost. I repeat once more that
unless we in this Colony are go-
ing to do things on a big scale

it ix mo use attempting them. \We

have got to do things on an annusal
bhaxis.  Government hax got to fTather

the whole thing and it must be done
on an annual basis. It is no use hid.
ing the fact and geltting up in (his
Council  becanse  we  get  jnformation
about some available money and say-
ing we are geing to do this and that.
We mnst face the facts and see on which
side  our buttered. Without
that we are bound to go under. Tor

hread s

that reason 1 make these remarks to-
darv. T hate (o (alk about it unless
one is o very carefnl. At the present

time, T can see a little aliead. T can
se¢ where the wind is blowing. This
will be a very much more Dbenighted
country before many years have passed.

Mr. LEE: I would like to say this:
When schemes ave proposed like these
Government shonld carefully  consider
them  before  the money is spent. I
can only say what I know as a fact.
Tt is here proposed to spend $6,300
between  Vreed-en-IToop and Ruimzigt
for digging an irrigation trench. If you
paxy along the public road when there
i= high spring tide you will see the
waves coming over the concrete wall and
washing away into the treneh the earth
that is againust fhe wall. It we are
ooing to spend 1his money. it means
throwing it away unless we are going
to prevent the sea water from going
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into the trench. T feel that is why
certain  Llectives  knowing  certain
things are saying that Government in
considering these schemes did not pro-
perly survey or inspect the places and
see conditions. I . certainly say the
expenditure is necessaryf.‘ but let the De-

partment do its job in a proper
manner. When these irrigation canals
are dug, it is absolutely mnecessary

te keep them in a c¢lean condition dur-
ing the year, but that is what the
Department always fails to do. When
you drive along the West Coast Dem-
erara vou see the irrigation trench
from Crane to Windsor Torest in a
very bad condition. It these trenches
are kept clean it would induce the pro-
nrietors to keep their internal trenches
in a proper manner. Unless Govern-
ment takes the responsibility by legis-
Iation to clean these internal trenches
when they are mnot kept in proper
order by the proprietors and to compel
the proprietors to pay for it, we will
never progress; we will never have a
proper irrvigation scheme. T ask Gov-
ernment and the Board to consfider
that question.

If you take the Canals Tolder, is
there any regulation or law whereby
the proprietors  there  are  com-
pelled to keep  their internal drain-
and irrigation in proper ovder ?
In my opinion,—and I have told
the  hon. Consulling Eungineer as
Diregtor of Public Works T will sup-
port that view at all times-—you can-
not spend huge capital on big irriga-
tion and drainage works while the
yroprietors stand by and langh and the
small farmers who rent their lands ave
not protected. If it is done in omne
way it must be the proper way, and
then you will never find the Electives
coming here and saying that the ex-
penditure is wasted on irrigation and
drainage schemes. Unless these diffi-
culties are overcome this $6,300 will
be wasted

THE PRESIDENT: All these schemes
refer- to Declared Areas in respect of
which there is ample power to see that
drainage is ‘properly maintained,

age
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Mr. CASE: That is so. There is no
power over proprietors where it is
not a declared area.

. Mr. LEE: Ts there any power to
compel proprietors to o their in-
ternal drainage?

Mr.
Polder.

CASE: Only in the Canals

Tir PRESIDENT: T have taken a
note of what the hon. Member has said
amd will comment on it.

Mr. De AGUIAR: Tt is not surpris-
ing despite the cold weather, that there
should be such a heated discussion on
this motion, especially coming at this
time when there ure (lood econditions
in the areas. But, I would ask hon.
Members in considering the motion to
address themselves to the meed that
exists for flood relief where the relief
is most desirable. I was quite sur-
prised to hear the hon. Member for
North-Wegtern District (Mr. Jacob)
say that the works proposed here will
not Dbenefit the people for whom they
are intended. I do not claim to be an
expert on drainage matters and I
always prefer to lean upon the adviece
of those who are hest able to give it, but
T do not share the view just expressed
by the hon. Member for ISssequebo
River- (Mr. Lee) that this is something
that  has  been rushed. I am
perfectly satisfied in my mind that
these are works which have been
under consideration for some time
and that it isx only mnow possible
{o Dbegin them. As far as I am con-
cerned, I would prefer to say that
having regard to the meed which
exists we should proceed with these
works as early as possible. I Dbelieve
Government hnas this object in mind
and, therefore, this motion will receive
my support.

On the other hand, I think Govern-

ment should also address itself to the .

conditions that are existing at the
present time and consider what relief
can be afforded those people who‘hﬂVf‘

o
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suffered as the vesult of the heavy
rainfall. T 1hink it can be stated that
the loss in some areas—and I refer
pavticularly to the East Coast district
—is likely 10 he exceedingly heavy.
There has heen extensive farming of
ground provisions on the Tast (oast.
and we know, as the hon. Member for
Georgetown  North (Mr. Seaford)
stated just now, these crops ecannot
stand up to the existing weather econ-
ditions. Tt is no fault of the Gov-
ernment_ it is true, and it is no more
the fault of {he people who have toiled

in those areas and have lost their
crops. I think. perhaps, Government
in carrying ont these works shonld

also address itself {o giving relief or
assistance 1o those people who have
suffevred through {(he 1loss of their
crops. T do not know how far Govern-
ment has considered the matter. hut
1 do urge that something bhe done in
that direction for more reasows than
one. Apart from the assistunce that
will be aftorded those people it will
act as an indwement and encourage-
ment to them to cavey on their cultiva-
tion. L[t must” be verv disappointing
to them to sufler these rveverses every
now and then, and when we realize
that they cannot afford to carry them-
 gelves and have to depend on the fruits
of their labour, it seems to me that
something should be doune hy way of
eiving them some assistance.

Y repeat that I am not going to lay a
c¢liarge at the door of Government at
all. We suffer heve from conditions
that ave, perhaps, mot comparable
with many other places and it will be
‘wrong to my mind to say {hat these
conditions could have been averted. T
would like to know who conld have
1old me that in the months of October
and November there wonld have been
such extraordinary rainfall ax to flood
the East Coaxt in ithe way il has
done. I am mno expert, but I doubt

+2 yery much if we had a very adeqnate
scheme in that area mow, whether it
would have Dbeen able to take oft all
N the water that has fallen on the
land theye, I doubt it very wmuch
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and, as I said, T am no expert but
I do know that our land level is very
low, especially on the Tast Coast,
winere vou have to drain out to sea.
I know that viver drainage is much
simpler and easier to work, and it
to me that if that is so it is
wrong and mjnst to lay a charge at
ithe door of the Government. T do mot
propose to do that. T say, we shonld
commence with these works if we are
advised that it will bring relief in
{hese areas, and in that vespect I am
prepared {o accept the advice of those

SCEMIN

competent to advice. But T once
more urge upon this Government to
give partienlar consideration to the

rendering of assistance in these aveas.
ihat have been flooded out. I should
also urge that an investigation be
made into the loss that has been
suffered  and  Government shonld try
to render assistance to fhose people
not merely to carry them on in the
way they had been carrying on. but
also to encounrage them io ceunltivate
fresh  crops. Perhaps, if  that in-
vestigntion is made early T am sure
ihat the people in the districts will
weleome any  officer  of  Government
who may be instructed to investigate
their conditions and render them all
the assistance they» may require.

My, JACKSON: |When diffienliies
arise and measures are on Tfoot for
relieving those difficulties it is heart-
rendering to feel that attempts are
made to lay blame on this or {hat.
The conditions on the East Coast are
abnormal, and if any attempt is muade
to relieve those conditions I think
evervone should set aside  whatever
feelings he might have as to the cause
of those difficnlties and encourage
such attempt. What is  the use of
ovr considering who is to blame for
ihat and who is to blame for the
other, when the places are flooded?
YWhat Denefit can the people derive
from violent attacks upon Government
and upon Government Officers or any-
one, when - the difficulties are there
and attempts to remove them ave
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available? 1 for one think that the
amount is necessary and timely, and
I would be very glad if these measures

that are to be adopted are put forward
immediately.

T am of the opinion, like the hon.
‘Member for Central Demerara, that
while these measures are being put
ot foot a survev of the loss sustained
by the people in the district should
be made, and Government might con-
sider what relief could be given them
in order that they might tide over
the hardship which they are endur-
ing. TUndoubtedly, the rainfall has
been exceptionally heavy, and how-
ever well drained the place might have
‘been the water eould not have been
taken off inmiediately and, therefores
suflering of some kind must be endured.
My orily hope is that the efforts to be
put forward would be strenuously
undertaken and followed up so that
very soon the relief needed might be
given, TLet everyone set aside what
he comsiders the cause of these diffi-
culties. Do not go back 100 years
and blame thfs or the other. Tet wus
rise up to the present situnation and
do the best we can to vrelieve the
suffering. I support the motion. I
think it is timelv and T hope im-
mediate efforts will he made to carry
it into effect.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I rise to
give this motion my wholehearted sup-
rort. I might inform hon. Members
who think that these scliemes have
been rushed, that these schemes have
been carefully and fully considered,
and portions of expensive and elabor-
ate schemes are to be done now so
as to warn the tommunity that these
schiemes will not cure ail our ills.
They are part and parcel of schemes
that have been considered to give much
move relief, but we all know that
even if the Colony can afford ‘to
undertake these big schemes only one
can be undertaken at a time and even
on that single scheme you will be
running into years before its com-
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pletion. You, sir, made some time
ago a public pronouncement in this
Council that you thought it was in
the best interest of this Colony that
portions of these elaborate schemes
should be considered and done
so as to give immediate relief to
different portions of the Colony.
That instruction has been passeéd on
to the Drainage and Irrigation Board
and in view of that, these schemes
have been considered and that very
earefully, before they were placed oun
the schedule.

Really. up to now I do mot know
where the hon. Member for North-
Western District stands. I think he
should be consistent. If he believes
iliat the expenditure on these schemes
will be money wasted he should be
bold enough +to vote against the
motion. So far as the remarks of the
hon. Member for Essequebo River about
internal drainage are concerned, I quite
agree with him that that is. where
most of the trouble lies. Thre Board is
responsible for the main drainage of
any area, but the responsibility for
internal drainage lies with the pro-
prietors. I think that the question of
dual responsibility mneeds reconsidera-
1ion,
works have been done and proper
maintenance is not kept up, the people
will not get the benefit intended by
these schemes. I would implore hon.
Members to appeal to the people in
their respective constituencies to lend
their co-operation by looking after their
infernal drainage so as to get the
maximum result.

A lot has been said about defective
drainage and bad control by the Board
in so far as the East Coast is con.
cerned. I wonder where one could ex-
pect to get perfect drainage after such
a heavy downpour of 13 inches with
tlie channel silted up. The only means
of opening the channel is with a volume*
of water obtained through rainfall.
It is unfortunate that when the rains
foll the chapnel was blocked and,,

&

T quite agree that after these *
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therefore it was only natural that
the areas were fHooded. The pro-
prietors themselves did not contribute
to the flooding of those areas because
of the neglect of their internal drain-
age. I have been told that even though
they were under water (he people
refused to work because they were
not given fourpence or fivepence
a day more. Tt is all well and good
when one looks for a fault to
say they have found it somewhere,
but I feel certain you will find it
elsewhere in this case. It is only
regrettable that Government does not
see its way at the present time to do
more schemes. I hope, as in this
case, two or three other areas will be
benefited rather than direct attention
should be given to any one area with
a comprehensive scheme,

Me. JACOB: I wonder
be permitted to say o word of ex-
planation. The hon, Member for West-
ern Berbice (Mr. Pecr Bacchus) chal-
lenged me to say whether I support
this motion or not, 1 Dbelieve in the
whole of my speech to-day 1 said
nothing to show I am against the
wotion. What I did say, however, was
that proper steps have not been taken
to see that the people’s rights are
protected, and I maintain that has not
Leen done in this instance. It is true
that these works caunot be carried out
all over the country. Dbut T do hope
that these works will at least cure
the difficulties 1in the particular
areas. My point is. T am not against
ihe works being carried out, but T am

afraid they are nol Dleing properly
done.

if L may

Mr. CASE: I was very glud when
the hon. BMember for North-Western
District referred to the Craig Drain-
age area. At a recent meeting of this
Council he stated that the whole of that
area was under water and that crops
had been lost. That statement was
absolutely untrue. What happened is
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this, Craig has very high land in front
about 94 G.D., and also high land at.
the back, Craig front lands have nol
been tlooded and no crops have been
damaged. The back lands are also
quite good and the crops I saw there

were not damaged, but the middle
portion which is very low, about
49 G.D., is ounly slightly high above
neap tide level and cannot be prop-

erly drained unless a large amount of
woney is spent on pumps. In the
on both sides of it they bhave
never attempted to plant because they
knew that. The Distriet Commissioner
informed me that proprietors
been repeatedly told that adequate
drainage is mot obtainable in that
area, and my view is that it will never
be unless expensive pumps are put
down. That will cost much to instal
and maintain. A Committee of the
Board examined the district a few
weeks ago and the matier will come up
for further ecomsideration at the next
meeting of the Drainage Board.

areas

have

With regard to his remarks about
the trenches, my view is that those
trenches are adequate to drain the whole
area including the middle area if Lhe
lands were higher. These low lands
only have drainage during the spring
tide and not during the neap tide. I
agree with the hon. Member that the
proprietors have asked for larger
trenches. The reason is they want to
trapsport their products. It is true
that transport facilities there ave
entirely inadequate, but, as the hon.
Member for Georgetown North stated,
it is mot part of the duties of the
Drainage Board to provide means of
transportation. I Qo feel, however,
{hat the people are suffering through
lack of transporfation facilities.

The hon. Member {for Xssequebo

River questioned about the $6,300 for
straightening an irrigation tvench on
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lhe West  Coust and  asked
proper surveys had been made.
asswre him that proper surveys
wade.

whether
I can
were

The hon. Member for North-Western
District asked whether that expenditure

would give proper irrigation. 1t will
improve it, but until the Bonasika

scheme is carvried out you will not have
perfect irrigation ‘there.

The - PRESTIDENT:  Is
Johanna  Cecelin—Annandale scheme

going to cause a certain amount of
flooding of the cultivated lands?

not  the

Mr. CASE: My opinion is that it
will not, but a survey is to be made.

The PRIESIDENT: 1 would like to
be sure when the work starts.

Mr., SEAFOLD: There is one poinl
wade by the hon. Member for Iissequebo
River. 1le reterred to  the high tide
coming over the Sea Defence wall. The
position is that there are certain places
like that, but the great difficulty is we
cennot  gel  ecment  at  the present
moment. I think several cablex Thave
sent to the United Siates to get
T quite appreciate the situation.

heen
some.

Mr. LEE: I am
explanation.

glad for that

The PRESIDENT:
lowed very carefully the remarks of
the hon. Member for North-Western
District and personally I would like
to repeat that if I Dbelieve these
schemes or any other would not
produce their fair share of benefit
to the small farmer I would not
support them. I would like to thank
the hon.. Member for Georgetown
North for his opinion and also his
comment that these works must he
regarded from the wide angle of big—
scale comprehensive works to cover the
whole country. That must be borne

1 have fol.
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in mind, I have taken a note as to
proprietors being appealed to to Lkeep

their internal drainage in order. 1 re.
peat that we have to take definite

powers to cover such cases. 1 would
like to thank the hon. Member for Ceu-
tral Demerara and the hon. Member
for Western Berbice for their helpful
comments. I shall now put the motion
standing in the name of the Consult-
ing Engineer.

Motion put, and agreed to.

CUSTOMS DUTIES (AMENDMENT
No. 3) BILL, 1942,

Mr. D'ANDRADE
of Customs) : I move that “A Bill
intituled an Ovrdinance z1urther to
amend the Customs Duties Ordinance,
1935 be read the first time,

i Comptroller

Mr. LAING (Commissioner of Local
Gevt.) seconded,

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read the first time.

Mr. D’ANDRADE : The purpose
of this Bill is to amend the Cus-
toms Duties tariff i vespect of the
duties on pickled beef and certain iron
and steel manufactures. Pickled mut-
ton, an article of food which has been
imported into the Colony for the first
time within recent months, is not
specially provided for in the Customs
tariff and therefore comes under the
general item “Meats—other kinds,” the
auly on which under the General Tariff
is $4 per 1001bs., plus 30 per cent.
surtax. The total amouni of duty pay-
zbie on a barrel of pickled mutton of
200 lbs., including surtax, is $10.40 as
compared with a duty of $2.60 payable
on a barrel of beef or pork of the same
size. The object of this amendment
is to bring the three meats into line.
They are all imported from foreign
sources.
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With regard to the duties on iron
and steel manufactures which are enu-
merated in item 31 of the First
Schedule, those were imported almost,
il not entirely, from Empire sources,
and if Members compare the duties in
the Bill with those which appear in the
Frincipal Ordinance it will be noted
that the rates in the Bill under the
General Tariff are exactly the same as
those which appear in the Principal
Ordinance under the British Preferen-
tial tariff. In faclt these metals will be
payving the same rates of duty.

Clause 3 ‘of the Bill provides that
the duties on pickled meats will take
effect as from the 6th Januvary, 1943.
The reason for that is to allow mer-
chanis to dispose of their importations
of pickled muiton, on which the higher
rales of duly have been paid, before
ithe fixing of prices based -n the new

duty-paid costs. T move that the Bill
e read the second time.

Mr. LAING seconded.

Mr. De AGUIAR: T have not

risen to oppose the Bill but rather to
lend my support. I would like, how-
ever, to take this opportunity to make
a few observations on Customs Bills
generally, and to ask that some consid-
eration might be given to previous re-
quests for the consolidation of the
various Customs Ordinances which
have been passed in the last few years,
in order that one might be able to un-
derstand them a bit more clearly. As
a2 matter of fact I did not know that
there was a Bill coming up to-day,
otherwise I would have had another
suggestion to make.. However, I am
tempted to make an observaiion in view
of clause 3 of this Bill which makes
the new ratles effective on some date
hence.

The suggestion I want to make
iz briefly this: Having regard to the
turn of trade since the original
Orders were -introduced; which really.
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gave effect to the Canada-West Indies
Treaty, it seems to me that at this
stage Government might well take
pcwer in Executive Council, for exam-
ple, to afford relief in special cases. As
Your Excellency is aware, we are ob-
taining a great deal of our foodstuffs
from foreign sources, and we may
Lave to do that for some time to come.
It seems 1o me that we might be
if the Governor-
in-Council were empowered in certain
cases to order that the preferential
tariff should apply instead of the gen-
eral tariff. I do not want it to be
thought that I am making the sugges-
tion as a counter move to snubsidization,
but I would like to say that if my sug-
cestion is at all practicadle, and I think
it can be made practicable, there would
be a certain amount of relief under the
Customs duties,

We have it here in this Bill, for
example, that in the case of pickled

meats when imported from British
sources the rate of duty is 50 cents per
barrel, but from foreign sources
the duty is $2  per  barrel.
I have probably sclected the wrong
item, Dbecause it is well known

il:at even before the war we have not
been able to obtain any large guantities
of pickled meats from British sources.
Nevertheless, the point is still there
—that there is a very wids difference
in the tariffs, and in cases where we
obtained our supplies in the past from
Liritish sources which are now closed
to us, and we have (o depmfd on for-
eign sources entirely for those essen-
tial articles of food. I think this Coun.
ci! might well delegate the power to
the Governor-in-Council to permit the

entry of those foodstuffs under the
British preferential tariff. 1 am sure
the question of our Treaties might

have to be examined to see whether
that suggestiion can be adopted. Never-
theless, I think a very strong case can
be made out for relief in the cases T
have in mind, and I do hope that if we
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have to meet again shortly to consider
further amendment of the Customs
Ordinance the suggestion { have made
night be considered.

Mr. JACOB: T am a little amazed
that my friend has been bold enough
to suggest here to-day that certain
powers of this Council should be dele-
gated to the Governor-in-Council, par-
ticularly the power to impose taxation.
I could see how diffident he was in
making the suggestion. 1 am entirely
opposed to it. I am inclinad to oppose
the ineclusion of mutton in: this Bill
Mutton was kept out with the object of
encouraging local people to rear sheep
and other stock, but now I find
that in spite of all T am told is being
done, and in spite of the fact that the
v.ar has been going on for over three
vears, we find ourselves in the position
of having to import pickled mutton. I
wonder when we will import pickled
c¢ticken and other things. I have been
looking at the report of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for 1941 during
the festive season, and I am glad 1
have brought it with me today. On
page 11 of the report, par. 69 says :—-

Pigs—The demand for breeding stoek
is still somewhat greater than the supply.
although the breeding herd has been iu-
creased in ID40 and four more younyg gilts
were reared this yvear. 106 pigs were sokd
to farmers fTor breeding purposes.

If this Department has not played
with this livestock situation for a cen-
tury I do not know what else it has
done,

Mr. SEAFORD: Are we discuss-
ing the Department of Agriculture,
sir ?

Mr. JACOB: I am talking about
pork, the flesh of the pig.

Mr. WOOD: T would suggest that
the hon. Member return to his mutton.
(Laughter).
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Mr, JACOB: I know it is defin.
itely unpalatable to refer to matters of
this kind because, putting all joke
aside, if the ordinary farmer is able to
get good grass to rear cattle, especially
goats and so on, certain interests would
have to look around and decide what to
ao. It was boasted not very long ago
that we can grow the best sugar cane
in the world, and the best rice in the
world, but we cannot grow enough grass
for cattle or sheep, so we have to
import meats from foreign sources. I
hope we will abolish the Department
of Agriculture so that we will not have
tc worry about having a greater de-
mand than the supply of pigs, poultry,
cattle and so on.

It is time that Government lookedl
hack. When T reter to the past [ want
t make it clear that I am mnot refer.
ring to what is going on at the moment.
We have absolutely no guarantee of the
present regime continuing. We have
had changes so regularly in the past
that we have to expect them almost ag
vegularly in the future. 1 want to
make it perfectly clear that I do admit
that we are going forward and very
rapidly at the moment, but I have ab-
solutely no guarantee—I am sorry te
say it—that this state of things will
continue for some time to come. That
is why I take every opportunity to
place these things on record. I have
an abiding interest in the future of
this Colony. 1 am concerned with the
future advancement of this country,
and if we are now hmporting pickled
meats, including mutton, from foreign
scurces there is something sadly wronig
with the Administration. "We are prob-
«bly reaping the legacy of the recent
past. I want to stress as much as pos-
sible that something should be done to
improve livestock and increase the pro
duction of pickled meats. We have a
good Meat Co. here and we can do with
another. We want to cure our own
meat and stop this importation, I

M g
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urge upon the Department of Agricul-
ture to see that importation of meats
is stopped. I wish 1 could get this
Council to agree not to pass this Bill
Miavbe some people would starve, but
I do not think a large number would
starve.

Mr, D'ANDRADE: The hon.
Member for Central Demerara (Mr.
De' Aguiar) has suggestad that the
Council should give the f{xovernor-in-
Council power to admit under the pref-
erential tariff any article imported
irom foreign countries which is not
obtainable from Empire sources. It
would be very good if we could do that
but, unfortunately, we are prevented
by our obligations under our Treaty
with Canada. In one or two instances,
such as fertilizers and rubber boots
and shoes, we approached the Secre-
tary of State who in turn approached
the Canadian Government, and with
their approval the tariff was amended
30 as to fix the rate of duty under the
general tariff the same as under the
preferential tariff. It means that in
every case where anyv amendment of ihat
sort is contemplated we will have to go
through the same course. it might be
effected by an amendment of the Cus-
tome Duties Ordinance, as was done in
the case of metals in which the duties
have been reduced, but there would be
difficulties where goods are imported
sometimes from foreign countries and
at other times from [Fmpire sources.
Each particular article would have to
be very carefully considered.

In regard to the reduction of duty
on mutton I would point out that, as I
stated in moving the motion, it is only
within recent months that this par-
particular kind of meat has been im-
ported into the Colony, and T believe
it is owing to the difficulty of obtaining
keef and pork. Pickled becf and pork
is largely used in the intevior, and I
think it is very desirable that if we
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could get mutton as a substifute for
1hicse other meats we should put it on
the same basis as beef and pork.

The PRESIDENT: I have list.
ened to the various remarks made by
the hon. Member suggesting that we
should stimulate the production of live.
stock. It is a matter which the Direc-
tor of Agriculture has very much in
hand and with respect to the subject
I spoke on this morning, and I have
concluded arrangements with the Direc-
tor to have/a Committee meeting un-
der my Chairmanship every fortnight
in conjunction with the Legislative
Council Committee on Food Production.

Question put, and greed to.
Bill read the second time.

The Council resolved itself into
Committee and considered the Bill
clause by clause without discussion,

The Council resumed.

Mr. D'ANDRADE: I move that
“A Bill intituled an Ordinance further
to amend the Customs Duties Ordin-
ance, 1935" be read a third time and
rassed.

Mr. LAING seconded,
Question put, and agreed to,

Bill read a third time and passed.

The PRESIDENT: We have now
come to the end of the business which
we can take today, and I propose to
aqjourn the Council. I would like to
thank Members of the Council very
warmly for having assisted Govern-
ment in getting through our business
up to the end of the year and bring-
ing us up to date. I share the satis-
faction of the Treasurer in being able
now quite legally to give him a special
warrant on the 1st January, T would
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also like to thank the hon. Member for
New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford) and
his Committee for submitiing the re-
port and the motion with regard to
the Bishop’s High School, and also the
Drezinage and Irrigation Board and the
Development Trust Commiitee for get-
iing the business touching drainage
and irrigation through to-day. I pro-
pose to adjourn the Council to a date
to be announced later, probably during
the second or third week in January.

Mr. JACKSON: Sir, we have just
come to the end of our business and
we are very near to the end of the
vear. May I be permitted, Your Ex-
cellency, to offer yvou our hest wishes
for a prosperous New Year. . Your Ex.
ceilency's work has been very onerous
during the year, and I have often
wondered how it was possible for you
to get through the volume of work
which you have undertaken and still
maintain your health and strength.
The older I grow the more I realize
that it is not work that kills anyone
or makes anyone ill, but it is really the
ahsence of work. I hope that during
the coming year Your Excellency will
have a ereat deal more work,
and a great deal wmove zeal and
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strength to perform that work. Tt has
not been all pleasant, I know, but I
trust that the troubles Your Exeellency
has had during the wyear will only
nerve you for greaterr eforts and con-
sequently greater success during the
ceming year. Although there has been
a small set.back to the Grow More
Tood Campaign I am positive that with
Your Excellency’s energy and the zeal
of your Committee and the Sub-Com-
miiteces all over the Colony we shall
put aside the loss we have sustained

.and work with might and main for the

stccess of that great campaign,

The PRESIDENT: I must thank
the hon. Member very warmly for his
kind words and good wishes for the
coming year which I should like to re-
ciprocate very heartily to Members of
the Council. I will certainly promise
to do less work next year. (Laughter).
I got a nice letter the other day wish-
ing me the compliments of the season
and ending up with a real back-hander
in the last line which said:  “I hope
you will conduct yourself with more
zeal and energy next year.” ‘Laughter).

The Council was then adjourned
cine die,





