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REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO MOVE
TF~ ‘ADJOURNMENT OF THE
ASSKMBLY ON A MATTER OF UR-
GENT IPUBLIC BUSINESS
Gastro-Enteritis Epidemic

The Leader ofthe Opposition (Dr.
Jagan): Mr. Speaker I wish to move
the Adjournment of the Assembly on
an urgent matter pertaining to the
gastro-enteritis epidemic. I have al-
ready given you notification of this.
I hope that you will grant permission
for this matter to be taken this after-
noon.

Mr. Speaker: Permission is
granted. We will deal withthis matter
at 4-30 p.m. today.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
MOTION
APPROVAL OF ESTIMATES OF EX-
PENDITURE BUDGET DEBATE

Assembly resumed debate on the
Motion moved by the Minister of
Finance on 16th January, 1967, for
the approval of estimates of expendi-
ture for the financial year 1967, total-
ling $110,645,905.

Mr. Speaker: We will now begin
the debate on the Motion. I under-
stand that agreement has been
reached between the Government and
the Opposition whereby the main Op-
position speaker — Dr. Jacob, I think
— will be allowed to speak uninter-
ruptedly for onehour and the Adjourn-
ment will be taken at 6.30p.m. today.

Dr. Jacob: On Monday last, hon.
Members listened to the reading of
an extraordinary document prepared
by the Coalition Government. The
1967 Budget statement was remark-
able, not because it presented a true
and faithful picture of the economy,
that is, an objective assessment of
the performance and an honest fore-
cast of future developments, but be-
cause of the light it shed on the
character, not only of the Govern-
ment but of its backers, and also on
the character of the hon. Minister of
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Finance (Mr. d’Aguiar)who presented
that statement

The picture ofa buoyant economy,

of public confidence and of social
stability projected by the Minister is
no more than a distorted image ofthe
existing hard facts an~” realities of
life in this country. The statistica
were tailored and/or misused by the
Minister to present this glowing
picture. Dishonest camparisons were
made. I recall that in the first Budget
presented by the Coalition Govern-
ment a misuse of statistics took place
in which the Minister of Finance com-
pared his estimates of revenue and
expenditure with actual revenue and
expenditure. for some previous year.
He compared unlike things. In this
Budget there has been a repetition
of the same sort of thing.

I remember that it was the Vic-
torian statesman Disraeli, a Tory,
who made the observation that there
are lies, damned lies, and statistics.
I do not agree that statistics, per se,
are lies. However, the use to which
statistics may be put is what makes
them, in the words of Disraeli, worse
than damned lies, and this is exactly
what the Government has done.

Now, when we strip the 1967
Budget of all its deceptive and sugar-
coated verbiage, what picture does
it present of the economy of neo-
colonial Guyana?

2.10 p.m.

This Coalition Government says
that Guyana is not in the grip of
stagnation. This is not true. It also
says that its policies are not a hin-
drance to progress. This is a half-
truth. Of course, its policies are not a
hindrance to progress, but what we
have to dois to ask ourselves this: A
hindrance to whose progress? Cer-
tainly not the progress of the masses
of this country! They are not a hin-
drarce to the progress of the wealthy
natives and the big expatriate com-
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[OrR. Jaco8] -
panies and mouopolies that operate
in Guyana today. ' '
What, may I ask, are the realities
of the present situation? Thereis a
fall in living standards for the masses
of this country. There is increasing
unemployment and an increasing
crime rate as a result of unemploy-
ment and bad social conditions. Then
there is the rising cost of living and,
with this Budget, there will be a
further increase in the cost of living.
There is creeping inflation. All of the
wage gains that may havebeenmade
by the workers of this country have
been wiped our completely by the
increase in the cost of living.

There has been, during last year,
a record number of strikes, indicating
a grave state of industrial unrest,
and this year the people have been

provided with inadequate public ser- -

vices by the Coalition Government.
There have been many unfilled posts
—professional, technical and ad
ministrative. Even stationery has
been short in the Public Service.
There has been a serious shortage of
drugs which has placed in jeopardy
the health of the entire nation.

What are the reasons for those
things? Fiscal and monetary policies
have not been used to produce for
the Government, the adequate funds
which it needs to run this country.
The benefits of all its development
expenditure accrue not to the masses
of this country but to the big ex-
patriate interests and the nativerich.
Very little of the fruits ofdevelopment
trickle down to the masses of the
country. Further reasons are that

~ since the coalition took office, there
has been a stop to the redistribution
of income. Most of thefiscal measures
we introduced, which were aimed at
redistributing wealth and._income,
have been virtually abolished by the
Coalition Government.

The increased-grossdomesticpro-

duct and national income figures pro-
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Juced by the hon. Minister of finance -
do not give a true picture of the
economy as a whole. Itlock _od on
paper. But when one examines what
is happening throughoutthecountry,
one finds that today the rich of Guy-
ana, local and expetriate, are much
better off than the masses. The poor
people in Guyana have become poor-
er, relatively and absolutely, just
because the fruits of whatever de-
velopment is taking place are not be-
ing equitably distributed throughout
the country. Loans and grants re-
ceived from abroad are directed to-
wards the same old things because
of the strings attached to them. The
Minister of Finance has, therefore, -
projected a false image of the econo-
my; the econpomy is in a serious
state of inflation.

‘Inflation is an economic disease
which damages the masses of a coun-
try more than anyone else. The deficit
financing which the Government has
been indulging in since it came into
office, withnoincrease in productivity,
has caused inflationary pressures to
develop in the country. There is no
increased production to offset the in-
creased money supply,because of
the Govermment’s borrowing for cur-
rent purposes from the commercial
banks. Deficit financing, too, makes
the rich in any country richer be-
cause the Government has to borrow
from them by selling them securities.
This Government in Guyana is pay-
ing those wholentit money exceeding-
ly high rates of interest. In other
words, the Government proposes to
make the rich in the country richer.

The poor people, the clerical and
the working masses, do not have
money to put into Government se-
curities. They are barely existing,
but in spite of that, more tax burdens
are being placedonthem. Therefore,
the only people who can benefit from
this deficit financing which the Gov-
ernment has been indulging in is the
class of people that this Government -
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represents, and the same class of
peopl{” 3nich schemed and plotted to

‘et it Thto office. Most of the debt —
915 million — due to the banks haq

increased the money supply. Priceés

have gone up and the value of money
has fallen as a result of govemmental
policies.

Members of the Government only
talk about impert substitution, but
no action is being taken..What, in-
deed, they are trying to do is to
strangle the agricultural sector of the
economy. They are not really in-
terested in import substitution be-
cause the expatriate companies are
the biggest importers. If there were
to be any real import substitution,
who would suffer most? The friends of
of the Coalition Government! Would
this Coalition Government delib-
erately set out to hurt its friends,
those who schemed and plotted to

would do that. The high propensityto
import, to which the Minister of Fi-
nance referred, is something which
is’ in the interests of the business
community, and particularly the ex-
patriates who operate inthis country.

We were told by the Minister of
Finance that there was good progress
in 1965. I have already explained
that the progress in 1965 was mainly
for the upper classes and not for the
masses.

Again, what kind of a picture do
we have? The picture of art ecofmy
in which there is an uneasy social
calm. We were told that peace has

_been restored, that there are no civil
disorders. This is true, butthereason
for the absence of civil disorders in
1965 and 1966 is due to the fact that
the inciters and the promoters of
civil disorders are now the people in
power. It is not in their interest to
have their supporters make civil dis-
“orders. There is, however, no indus-
trial peace. We havehad more strikes
than ever before in the history of
this country.
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2.20 p.m.

There is also more fearin Guym
‘Let us look at the exodus of persons
from this country: many of them are . -
supporters of the minority party in
the Coalition Government, the United
Force. In 1965, 4,524 persanB de-
‘parted permanmtly from Guyana
In 1966, up to. the end of November, -
4,334 persons left the country. [Mr.
d’Aguiar: *“From what source are you
quoting?”] The source is the Statis-
tics Digest published by the Coalition
Government. Then we bhave she re-
cently enacted Natianal Security Act,
victimisation, and the favouritism
practised by the Government. All of
these things will increase the number
of . persons departing permansently
from Guyana in the monthgsand years
to come.

I notice that the hon. Minister of
Finance made no reference to the
Caribbean Free Trade Area Agre-
ement, which is calculated either to
increase or to encourage West Indtan
immigration into this country. 1
wonder whether it is because the sup-
porters of the United Force fear such
immigration? Why did he notmention
it? With reference to this question of
fear, there is the flight of capital
from Guyana. This has been encour-
aged for, perhaps, personal reasons
by the members of the Government
and, particularly, by the Minister of
Finance who, as we all know, is an
old enemy of sterling exchange con-
tral.

There is also presented to the
people of this nation the picture of
an economy in which the Government
lives above its means. This has been
admitted in the statement by the Min-
ister of Finance. This Government is
in perpetual debt, but being in per-
petual debt makes themoney-lenders
and the banks richer. This condition
in which the Government lives on
overdrafts is going to continue, be-
cause the Government must, in grati-
tude to those people who have put
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it in power, aaopt policies ana
measures to enrich them.

The Coalition Government has
set-a-very bad-example for the rest
of the nation. It is going in for pro-
digal expenditure and conspicuous
consumption, while the masses suffer
as a result of this Government copy-
ing the example of rich Westermn
nations. It has beenthevictim ofwhat
has been described as the *demon-
stration effect” the effect which the
higher living standards of other coun-
tries have on the poorer countries
Like the ape this Government is,
it lives above its means, and it pro-
duces further hardships for the bulk
of the people in this country.

Many months ago I asked several
questions relating to Government fin-
ances, but these questions have not
even appeared on the Notice Paper.
I asked the questions in order to get
information as to how public finances
are being managed. There is gross
mismanagement, and the Govem-
ment has been flouting the Stand-
ing Orders of this House. Questions
ought to be answered within 14 days
from the date on which they appear
on the Notice Paper, but myquestions
have not yet appeared on the Notice
Paper. What is the reason for this?
While the Government squanders the
taxpayers’ money and talks about
independence, which is a sham, the
masses of the country are being sque-
ezed progressively by the activities of
the Government. Debt charges con-
tinue to rise, and the masses will be
taxed more and more in order to help
pay these charges. Of course, the
Minister of Finance is amoney-lender.
There is a natural affinity between
him and the other money-lenders,
so he has to take action to help them.

We weretoldin the statement read
out on Monday last of the economy
in which there is an adverse trade
balance. We are importing more than
we are exporting; we are not taking
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steps to increase local preduction.
There are many other reae. _)for this
unhealthy state of the trade balance.
There is no real desire on this part of
this Government to promote in-
dustrial enterprises. The imperialist
friends of the Government will not
promote this sort of thing. The Gov-
ernment talks about these things,
but it does nothing to make them a
reality. If we were to industrialise
this country by manufacturing cer-
tain items, then theimperialist powers
would lose valuable markets for their
manufactured goods. It is in keep-
ing with the policy of those foreign
powers that this Govermment does
not take steps to do certain things.

Added to that, the raw materials
we produce and export are subject
to price manipulation by the imperial-
ist countries that dominate the world
market. That is another reason 1or
the bad trade balance not only in
relation to Guyana, but to all under-
developed - countries in the world.
This, in turn,leads tothe deteriorating
balance-of-payments position with
which we are faced today.

The United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development at a re-
cent meeting complained about the
price manipulations by the monopo-
lists of the world market which have
led to serious loss of income by un-
derdeveloped countries. They said
that there should be more stable
prices for primary produce. If we do
not get stable prices for our produce,
I do not know what will happen to
this country becausethis Government
plans and intends to keep Guyana
as_a primary producer.

Again, according tothestatement
made on Monday last, we have_the
picture of a country that is totally
dependent upon imperialist aid, the
kind of aid that destroys political
sovereignty — which it has already
done, for there is no independence —
and it also reduces a country and
its people jo a state of economic

Y
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serfdom. The Minister talked about
this a sovereign nation. That
is on€ of the most brazen falsehoods
contained in this document.

2.30 p.m.

Where is the confidence about
which the Minister speaks when there
is a flight of capital and, perhaps, of
his own capital? We have the picture
of an economy in which there is shame-
less fiscal discrimination against the
masses in this country, against the
working class. All that has beendone
has been for the benefit of the foreign
investors. What about the Reynolds
deal, which is still secret? This coun-
try has not been told about the give-
away of its wealth to the Reynolds
Metal Company. What about the
secret deal with the Demerara Baux-
ite Company? How has revenuebene-
fited? If revenue had benefited, the
Minister of Finance would have been
the first to get up and tell this As-
sembly about it. There are no more
capital taxes, which is a further ex-
ample of fiscal discrimination.

When the P.P.P. Government was
in office, direct taxes in this country
were higher thanindirect taxes, which
fall largely on the masses. What has
happened since the Coalition Govern-
ment assumed office? Indirect taxes,
such as customs duties, have risen,
and today we find that there is a
higher__proportion of. indirect._ than
direct taxes. In other words, the poor
people of this country are carrying
a heavier taxburdenthan the wealthy
classes in Guyana.

The trend that was established
from 1961 to 1964 hasbeenreversed,
because this is a Government that
governs in the interestsof thewealthy
The Minister of Finance warned the
people of this country that workers
and consumers should not try to get
more out of the economy than they
put in. He warned workers and con-
sumers, but he did not warn the ex-
ploiters in this country, the expatriate
companies and imperialist monopo-
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lies. He did not warn them, but he
warned the consumers, which shows
the contempt this Government has

for the people who produce wealth
in this country. His remarks have
been-misdirected;~ he ~should ~have
directed them to those who got the
Coalition into office. They are the
ones who put the minimum into the
econamy and take out the maximum.
The workers put in their labour, and
sometimes their lives, but get néthing
for it because of the economic system
that prevails.

In addition to that, even though
the workers put in their labour and
their lives, they are robbed at every
turn. That is why we are poor. That
is why all puppet states are poor,
and that is why they will make no
progress. What the Government has
to do is to restore the equitable
system of taxation and bring back
exchange control on sterhng area
transactions.

Also, inadequate service is pro-
vided. The statement of Monday last
presented the picture of a country
in which the public is not getting
value for its money. It is paying for
services, it is paying for goods, let
us say, but it is not getting these
things because money is wasted and
squandered. The Minister himself ad-
mits this. Money is spent without
authority, illegally, and the Govern-
ment claims that it has made savings
by denying the people the goods and
services which were their due. What
has happened to thesesavings? They
have been wasted in other directions.

Let me continue with the picture
presented. We have an economy in
which agriculture is being strangled,
but members of the Government pay
lip-service to the modernisation and
diversification of agriculture. Subsi-
dies to agriculture have already been
reduced, and the Government plans
a further reduction of thesesubsidies.
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Members of the Government
speak of rationalising subsidies. Last
year when consumer taxes were in-
creased by about $2)% million, the
Minister of Finance told this Assembly
that he was rationalising customs
duties, but the rationalisation of im-
port duties resulted in an increase of
$2% million in taxes'on consumers
in this country. I wonder what will
happen to agriculture when the Min-
ister rationalises agricultural subsi-
dies in the near future? -

In addition, the Coalition Govern-
ment has been killing the only Guy-
anese owned industry in this country
— I refer to rice — and it has been
ruining the rice trade merely because
the country is not sovereign as the
Minister alleges. It isnot sovereignin
anything. The Government is acting
at the dictation of its foreign rulers.
A prosperous agricultureisnecessary
in any country for industrial growth,
because the products of agriculture
are needed to feed the growing in-
dustrial population, to find substitu-
tes for imports, and to provide raw
materials for local manufactures.

The Government is killing agri-
culture. It does not want industrial
growth, as I said, becauseits masters
will not permit industrial growth or
growth of manufacturing enterprises
in this country. Therefore, the opti-
mism of the Coalition Government iz
unfounded, as indicated by the reali-
ties of the situation. The plain and
unvarnished truth is that Guyana’s
economy is in a grave state of crisis.
This picture has not been presented
to the nation and to the world, and
no amount of juggling of figures or
circumlocution will be able to conjure
away the bad state of the economy.

What are the reasons for the
crisis? Both parties in the coalition
are not free to implement their
election pledges which were made to
the masses of this country. We are
worse off now. This country is worse
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off than when it was under British
rule, and the reason is this~“nstead
of having one imperialist power plun-
dering us, we now have all of them,
Uncle Sam and the other European
imperial powers. There is fierce com-
petition going on between all of these
exploiters. At the moment it seems
that Uncle Sam is winning and John
Bull is losing. And, while this fierce
struggle goes on, the Guyanese
nation is losing most of all, and we
will continue to lose, as long as this
country is ruled as it is at the
present time.

2.40 p.m.

What, therefore, may I ask, is the
solution to this serious problem that
faces this new nation? Three things
are necessary. First, there must be
reunification of the working class of
this country. Secondly, there must
be a recognition of the class struggle,
and thirdly, there must be a will on
the part of the masses of this country
to make the decisive sectors of our
economy, — social property; make
them the property of society so that
the whole people, the whole nation,
the whaole of Guyanese society will
benefit from the fruits of their own
toil and from the natural endowment of
their country. At the moment, the
Guyanese_people are robbed of the
produce of their labour, and the
natural wealth of their country is go-
ing to foreign monopolies like the
bauxite companies, the oil companies
and many others.

1 wish to deal with a few matters
mentioned in the Budget statement.
I have noted that there has been a
great drop in the volume of money
circulating in the economy. The Min-
ister of Finance made no mention of
this in this important statement. Why
did he ignore the fall in the volume
of currency incirculation? Thereason
is because he is conscious of the fact
that the fruits of development have
only been going into the pockets of

the expatriates, and they ship the ¢
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money out. The masses of this coun-
try, Jeople who carry money, who
do not have bank accounts, are.the
ones responsible for a large supply
of money, but they have no money in
their pockets now. The money has
flown out because it went into the
pockets of the wealthy expatriate
companies. That is why the money
supply has dropped.

In 1964, the volume of money in
circulation was $33.5 million in notes

and coins. In 1966, the volume in .

circulation was $225 million, a fall
of_nearly _$11_million._ This is the
measure of the exploitation of the
workers of this country. It is also
proof of the class character of the
Coalition Government— anti-working
class, anti-labour, pro-rich, pro-im-
perialist.

There has been .much talk about
restoration of confidence. Let us see
how much of this is true. I have al-
ready mentioned.the flight of capital.
That in itself is not an indication of
confidence, but that has resulted in
the tight money situation in the coun-
try so mu:ich so that , recently, when
the Georgetown Municipality — the
members of which are either mem-
bers of the two coalition parties in
the Government or their supporters
— asked this Government to guaran-
tee an increase overdraft to the com-
mercial banks, the Government
naturally agreed, but when the Muni-
cipality went to thecommercial banks,
because of this tight money situation,
because of the flight of capital which
Mr. d’Aguiar is responsible for, the
banks said they had no money to
lend, even though the Government
guaranteed, and the Municipality had
to go without the increased overdrait.
Is this an indication of confidence?

The members of the business and
mercantile community, like the Gov-
ernment, have been living on bor-
rowed funds, living on credit because
many of them, on account of fear

® and the bad example set by the Min-
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ister of Finance, have shifted their
money out and putitinsafer quarters.
The. Official Gazette~of ~31st Decem-,
ber, 1966, disclosed in a statement of
assets and liabilities of the commer-
cial banks that, at the end of Novem-
ber 1966, deposits in the banks
amounted to $6.07 million whereas
overdraft, that is_money_lent_to
the mercantile community, amounted
to $30.3 million. In other words, five
times the amount of money on de-
posit was lent to the mercantile com-
munity because those in the mercan-
tile community, the friends of this
Government, have shifted their
money abroad for safe keeping. Do
all of these things to which I have
referred indicate that there has been
a restoration of confidence in the
community, and particularly in this
fraudulent Coalition Governmentthat
we have?

I wil now refer to the tax
measures. —_Because of the Govern-
ment’s extravagance, waste, COI-
ruption and budgetary misallocation,
the coalition now has to increase the
burden on the working class in this
country. _ It will. be_increasing this
year, by nearly $3 million, indirect
taxes which fall on the masses. In
1966 indirect taxation went up by
$214 million 82, within two years, an
increased burden of $5!2 million has
been placed on the working class.

On Monday last, the Minister told
us that the effect of this increase on
the retail price index will be less
than 0.1 index point. In the same
way as the statistice have been
tailored to show a favourable state
of the economy, just so this figure
of 0.1 index point is also tailored. It
is therefore fictitious and fraudulent,
and the masses will doscover — if
they have not already done so:—
that their cost of living will jump
many index points because the mer-
chant friends of the Government will

take the opportunity to increase

prices not only on the commodities
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that have had their duties increased,
but also on a wide range of untaxed
commodities which are used by the
masses largely. They will do this be-
cause the trade licence duties have
also been increased by the Coalition
Government. ,

2.50 p.m.

I should like, in view of the man-
ner in which increased duties were
presented in the House, that is, by
group numbers and item numbers, to
state some of the more essential items
which have been taxed by the Coali-
tion Government, and which will put
increased. burdens on.the majority.
The rich can affard to pay these in-
creases. 1 have no doubt about that.
But what we are concerned about is
the effect of these increases on those
who can least afford to pay, and who
are now taxed the most.

We find that there have been in-
creases in import duties on items
such as radios and radiograms, which
today are necessities; motor cycles,
a cheap means of transportation for
many people in this country; travel
goods and handbags; stockings and
clothing. A large number of items of
clothing have had their duties in-
creased. 1 remember the Minister
saying that he has no designs on cos-
metics, but in the same breath he
has increased duty on the item which
we all know does something for the
legs of young ladies, and which does
even more for the older ladies,
namely, stockings!

Again, the duty has gone up on
refrigerators operating by electricity
and oil In a country such as this,
arefrigerator has become anecessity
today. The duty on grapes and
tomato paste has been increased.
There is no substitute for tomato
paste. For grapes you can substitute
duncs. The duty on glucose, cocoa
powder, chocolate powder and tea
has been increased. We do not even
have an adequate supply of coffee,
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and there are no substitutes formany
other items. When we con-
firm the Order for increased customs
duties we will have much more to
say on the increases.

The Government has reduced the
duty on trailers for agriculture [Mr.
d’Aguiar: “Do you want me to put it
up again?”’] But who are the peopleto
benefit from this reducticn? Not the
small farmers but the big-income es-
tates. and foreign industries. It is
quite evident what kind of a Govern-
ment we have. In the case of the
masses, taxation goes up. Inthecase
of the exploiters of the Guyanese
people, taxation goes down. The
trade-licemce duties which have been
increased is another means of help-
ing the mercantile community at the
expense of the consumers. The Gov-
ernment thinks it is clever. In order
tohelp the merchant class, and notto
incur increased odium, it does not in-
crease all customs duties, but in-
creases the duties on trade licence
which will prompt the merchants to
raise the prices of commodities, and,
therefore, to fill their pockets at the
expense of the masses. This is the
reason for the increase in traded
licence duties.

Then we have the capital gains
tax. I warned the members of the
Government when they interfered
with our capital gains tax structure
that they were harming themselves
and the country. They fiddled with
the capital gains tax and in 1965
reduced it to a flat rate of 10 per-
cent on short-term gains. Realising
their mistake shortly thereafter, in
the 1966 . Budget. the _financial
“wizard” increased the capital gains
tax to 15 per cent on short-term
gains. He has now realised the folly
of himself and his colleagues, and
proposes in 1967 to put a 10 per cent
tax onlong-term gains. I repeat that
all gains, whether short-term or long-
term, should be treatedasincome and
taxed at progressive income-tax rates
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up to_a maximum of 45 per cent.
That (_ .5 the kind of capital gains
tax we had on the Statute Book, and
that is what this Government has
removed. That is the only fair way.

If you tax the earned income of
people at progressive rates going up
to 70 per cent, what is the justifi-
cation for not taxing unearned in-
come at the same progressive rates?
The Government has given no reason
in past debates. We feel that there
must be a restoration of the original
capital gains tax if benefits are to
accrue to the revenue.

We have be informed by the Min-
ister that he plans to spread the ini-
tial allowances. I have no great ob-
jection to that. But I will make this
observation. ._ Initial - allowances - do

result in a loss of revenue, and what
this Government ought to do is to
guard against such losses now and
in the future. What it means is that
there will be a further subsidy to the
tax holiday company, eventhoughthe
tax holiday has ended.

The Minister proposes an ex-
tension of the period within which
inter vivos transfers will be exigible
to estate duty. At the moment, I
think the period is three years. If
an inter vivos transfer takes place
within three years of death, the estate
of the deceased istaxed. The Govemn-
ment now wants to extend this period
from three years to five years prior
to death. This is good, but I say it is
not enough. Again, the Government
has realised its mistake of dismant-
ling our fiscal structure as it did
with capital gains. What is the re-
medy here? I say, again, the remedy
is to restore the gift tax in order
that it may buttress estate duty
legislation and close the loopholes
which have been reopened by the
abolition of the gift tax.
3.00p.m.

In line with its character, again,
the Government dismantles legisla-
tion and passes new legislation with
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loopholes. The loopholes areprovided

to benefit the wealthy members ofthe
community, and that is why we have
so many loopholes in the estate duty

legislation. _ It is only the gift tax

legislation that will close these loop-
holes and put an end tothe avoidance

of tax by those who can afford to pay.

The Minister of Finance also pro-
poses to dismantle the personal in-
come-tax rates, but I warn the Gov-
ernment that any dismantling of the
income-tax rates designed to relieve
persons in the upper income brackets
of any taxation they are paying now
and to penalise those in the lower
income brackets will result in further
suffering by people who can hardly
afford to pay. Thatislikelytohappen,

" if we are not careful. I issue a warn-

ing to the Minister of Finance that,
when he begins to decimalise the in-
come-tax rates, he had better watch
out.

So far as income-tax rates are
concerned, the Government proposes
to give more generous terms. It will
extend the tax holiday period to 10
years if, in the opinion of the Govern-
ment, an enterprise does not benefit
sufficiently from the 5-year tax holi-
day. This opens great possibilities
for corruption and dishonest account-
ing on the partofenterprises enjoying
a tax holiday. Why do these things?
Why does this Government create
conditions which will breed corruption
and dishonest practices? This shows.
the morality of the class of .people
that this Government represents, the
criminal class.

We now have what is called the
‘incentive race”. Many of the poor
Caribbean countries have been com-
peting with each other in this matter
of trying to attract foreign, private
capital. Now Guyana is to enter this
stupid race. Some of these Caribbean
countries have gone to the absurd
length of granting tax holidays to.
their detriment, and Guyana will now
follow the example of these countries.
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‘These incentives will result in a great
loss of revenue to this country. In-
centives are meant to increase pro-
duction, but if the Govemment con-
tinues in the way it is going, we will
lose revenue and get no benefit.

The Economic Commission for
Latin America, ir. Chile, in the year
1962, -condemned this practice of
granting incentives because they dis-
covered it was leading to msny ab-
uses, and corruption was taking place.
There is another point. Many of the
exemptions granted to some of these
foreign enterprises do not accrue to
the enterprises themselves, but to a
foreign Government, because this
Government has no provision for
double taxation relief. The benefits
from the incentives ought to go to
the enterprises. Is this the kind of
thing the Government of a country
such as this wishes to promote?

I want to make a few more ob-
servations on the speech of the Min-
ister of Finance. He told us that ex-
port earnings went up in 1966 as a
result of the operations of the foreign-
owned bauxite companies. True; we
all agree on that. But what a sad
thing it is that one of our strategic
raw materials should have its ex-
port earnings increased as a result
of the illegal and unconstitutional
war which is being waged by the
American imperialists against de-
fenceless people in Vietnam? The al-
uminum monopoly and many other
monopolies are profiteering on the
war. War is necessary and essential
for the preservation and expansion
of this criminal economic system. I
will quote two small pasaages from
a publication called World Business,
which is issued by the Chase Man-
hattan Bank, of whose presence we
are all very conscious. I will quote
from page 3:

6.The anticipated annual spend-
ing rate of roughly $25 billion
on the Vietnam war will prevent
the U.S. economy from slipping
into recession.”
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Because of the Vietnam war the
American economy is sai% »m re-
cession. War is essential for the pre-
servation of the American economy,
and the poor exploited people of Guy-
ana must contribute to the murder
of the people in Vietnam. I will quote
again:

“The 1966 Vietnam-propelled
U.S. business boom has meant
strong export sales for several
European <countries such as
Britain, Gernamy and France.
Sharply increased metals prices
improved export receipts for
such Latin American countries
as Chile, Peru and Bolivia. And
U.S. supply purchases are es-
timated to have pumped around
$1 billion into the economies of
Japan, the Philippines, Thailand
and other free Far East
countries. Continuation of the
Vietnam war in 1967 will make
for a prolonging of these extra-
ordinary demands.”

No better proof is required than
this to show that the system which
this Government supports is a crimi-
nal system, and it should be retired
in favour of the system to which I
referred earlier. {Mr. Clarke: *“Which
system is that?”}

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
has spoken for one hour.

Dr. Jacob: In conclusion, 1 will
say that the 1967 Budget Statement
is a fraudulent document; the figures
are fictitious and calculated to de-
ceive the masses of this country.
Some of the friends of this Govern-
ment hexe closed their accounts in
Water Street; cheques from this Coali--
tion Government are all over the
place. This Coalition Government is
a disgrace to this country. What we
need is real independence. [Inter-
ruption.] A P.P.P. Government will
be able to bring real freedom to the
Guyanese people.

The Minister of Trade (Dr. Reid):
If we were here for entertainment,
then I would have taken time to
reply to my friend. But whenwe come
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to debate she Budgec, it 1s a serious
type g}’ebate, because we want to
pass —eformnation not cnly to cur
listeners in the Gallery, but to the
public as a whole.

3.10 p.m.

I listened in vain for something
substantial from the last speaker. I
heard nothing. The same arguments
that we have heard over the past
two years were raised. We know that
from 1564 to date 10,000 persons
Lave gained employment in this coun-
try. We know that some of the causes
of strikes are deep-seated. There are
grievances that have been lying dor-
mant for many years, but now peopie
think that it is time to enjoy same
freedom, time to demonstrate their
independence now that there is a
Government in office that will listen
to their appeals. When they at-
tempted to demonstrate in times past,

they were fired on, they were shot at

“from cars. We know that.

The increase in the availability
of work is demsmstrated by the fact
that in the building trade alone about
$8 million has been spent. Workimen
in the building trade mmst be part of
the masses of this country. We know
that there has been a substantial
increase not only in the collection of
direct taxes but also in the gqumber
of people who have to pay.

fhe purpose ot today’s debate is
more to let the public know how the
taxes will affect them; how they will
affect the rich; how they will affect
poor pérsons like me; how they will
alfect hon. Members alsa. The Min-
ister of Finance in presenting Gov-
ernment’s proposals indicated very
clearly that Govermment will intro-
duce additional import duties with
a projection that they will yield about
$2.5 million. The additional duties
wilt fall on a imited range of imports.-
(Interruption.] My hon Friend says
that we are afrazid to do this becanse
we will iterfere with the mercantile
-aannnmity, bat we are making sare
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that the additional duties will fall
on a limited range of imports, be-
cause, if the goods so taxed can be
produced here then people will pro-
duce them; if people can do without
them, then only the wealthy will tend
to purchase them.

Let us take the first group of
items selected for additional taxation,
alcoholicdrinks and tobacco. None of
us will be much concerned if there is
same increase in duty on tobacco and
alcoholic drinks because weknow that
these are largely nonessential. Some
persons have very sophisticated
tastes and would still like to have im-
ported drinks, such as cognac and
certain brands of whiskey. We,do
not wish to encourage them, but if
they are determined to have these
things which we regard as non-es-
sential and as luxuries, then Gov-
emment must make sure that they
pay for these items so that revenue
will come from the rich and not from
the poor, not from the masses -

I should like to go through the
list and name some of the items
that have been selected for ad-
ditional taxation. First, I name al-
ccholic beverages. We have local be-
verages and I am not referdng to
“the one that is called *Dr. Jacob”. I
am speaking of the one that is manu-
factured legally. It is now available
here to meet cur needs and there has
been no increase cn this. We must
use what we have and this Budget is
intended to accomplish that.

Foodstuff is of interest to all of
us, so let us lock at the things that
will be affected in this group. My
friend named a few items but let me
name a few also Fruits and nuts
appear in the list, apples, grapes,
which my hon. Friend mentioned, and
p=anuts. We do not grow.-apples but
we have all sorts of fruits, and I see_
no reason why we should spend hard
earned maney to import this kind of
product” Hence the price of apples
has been changed and instead of
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being sald at 48 cents per pound
they will be sold at 53 cents per
pound. We have no apologies tomake
for this.

Let us look at dried fruit, pre-
served fruit and fruit preparations.
All will be affected. Preserved vege-
tahles and vegetable preparations
in tins, for instance, tomato juice,
tomato soup, canned peas are all
affected, and we would like the public
to know what will be the change in
price. The price of tinned soup will
rise from 36 cents per tin to 40 cents
per tin. The masses need not pur-
chase these items. They need not
spend their money on canned soups
and tomato juice, because they can
grow tomatoes, if need be, in window
boxes.

As we go down the line we see
that cocoa and chocolate confection-
ery will have heavier import duties
and so will tea and spices. These are
items that we can very well do with-
out. If people want them they they
must be able to pay and Government
must collect revenue, which isneeded
to contimue the work of developing
this country.

One thing is very important. As
soon as the budget proposals are
put forward there are some dealers,
some merchants who, regardless of
the items listed for a change in price,
pay no regard to the proposals and
change everything. As the last
speaker has rightly indicated, they
go ahead and change every price.
They are unscrupulous dealers. We
would like them to know that we
have already set up a Prices Com-
mittee. Mr, Sidney King is Chairman,
and Mr. John Fetnandes, Snr., Mr.
Archie Simon and Mr. Joseph John
sre members of the Committee. It
would be interesting to know that
ghi? Committee has found out that

isindeed=fact.
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Merchants tend to i¥ ~ Yse the o
prices generally, regardless of

whether or not the productis affected,
but this Government is determined to
take note of this. ([Mr. Chase: “Only
that?”] As a matter of fact, the Com-
mittee has recommended certain pro-
posals, and if the merchants continue
to do thus then the necessary action
will be taken and we hope that it
will be the type of law that will bring
peremptory imprisonment to some of
them. This should enable them to
keep their hands clean, if not their
souls, so that th>v would not try to
destroy the poor people of this
country. If we catch a few of the
big fishes — not the smali ones —
who deal in black marketing and give
them a Ilittle term of imprisonment,
then the others will take note and the
bekaviour will certainly change.

This Budget, with additional im-
port duties on foodstuffs, can be seen
as a great incentive to our farmers,
the people who produce thegoods, be-
cause if the imported items increase
in prices, if they are restricted, if
the same quantities cannot be ob-
tained in this country, then people
will have to buy what is produced

‘locally, and' our farmers, who are

our chief producers, mustbenefit from
this. Guyana has the land, Guyana
has the farmers and, I believe,
Guyana has the capacity to produce
most, if not all, of the essential food-
stuffs. We must behave in the same
way that people behave in other de-
veloped countries and use what we
can produce.

I know of several developed ter-
ritories where only things like wheat
and potatoes are grown, and if you
happen to live in those countries,
then these are the things you eat
morning, noon and night, and thereis
no quarrel about it. People have
grown accustomed to eating what
they produce. Now that Guyana is

<

independent and not ruled by foreign
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masters, — [Mr. Chase: “What?”)
[Mr. «d: *You do not understand
what\w ieo-calanialism.”] [Laughter.)
— now that the mercantile system is
not in action in Guyana, we will be
able to do some of the things that
were not done in the past.

As we move nearer and neaier
towards industrial agriculture, as we
begin to go in for food processing and
food preservation, Guyanese will have
to take note too of the Food and
Drugs Ordinance so that we will be
able to produce goods of a reason-
ably good quality without misrepre-
sentation and adulteration. The Gov-
ernment will see to it that the goods
we produce locally are good products
not suffering from any misrepresen-
tation or adulteration. Indeed, Ithink
this Budget is quite an incentive to
the locel producer, whether he is a
farmer or a manufacturer, because
it can act as a stimulus. One of the
main objectives in the Budget is to
stimolate our producers to produce
goods that the people in this country
need. By doing this, we will not im-
port as many million dollars worth of

foodstuff as we have imported in the"

past. For instance, in 1965 we im-
ported about $30 million worth of
foodstuff alone, one-third of what we
use. 1 am satisfied that a Budget of
this type will be quite an incentive %0
local production and there must be
a decrease in impoo=tion.

When we produce local goods our
Guyanese cammunity sametimes like
to compare them with the imported
items and say that they are not of
the same standard. We must under-
stand that as we get into the manu-
facturing business, into processing of
our raw materials, we will obtain
perfection as we go along. If we wait
for perfection we will never begin.
This Budget will not allow people to
wait until they perfect what they are
doing. This Budget is giving them a
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chance to cantinue in what they are
doing. We hope that as the demand
for our product grows the standards
will get better and better. It is also
our hope that our buying cammunity
will not be hypercritical of what is
produced locally. In any case, per-
sons who are determined to produce
goods that suffer fram adulteration
will also have to be careful in what
they do because the Government is
determined that fair and reasonable
standards should be maintained.

It is the Governmént’s hope to
raise $2.55 million fron this exercise.
But that is not all, because in this
country we impart $30 million worth
.of foodstuff, and if we can produce
same of this, there will be mare wark
for more people and there will be
more money remaining in this country
to do the other jobs that must be
done.

It is good at this time to look at
same of the items thatwill be affected,
and -see if any of them can be pro-
duced locally or if we have any local
product that can be substituted for
any of them. If we go through this
list carefully we will see that aranges
and tangerines will be affected All
of us know that we have these pro-
ducts. Limes, grapefruits, apples,
grapes, avocado pears — we know
about those — peanuts, preserves,
canned fruits, jams, jellies and mar-
malade will be affected 1 see abso-
lutely noreason why these itemsthat
1 have mentioned should beimparted.
Tomato sauce and something called
“tomato puree® will be affected We
cannot cantimue to import things like

these.

Then we come to the juices It is
always good to look at the cans
This Government has only been in
office for a short time and, fartu-
nately, there is now a factory where
canned orange juice can be cbtained
Grapefruit juice, orange juice and
several other juices are stillimparted.
Then we bring into this country de-
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hydsuted vegetables. all sorts of
soups, arrowroot, sago, non-refined
and refined sugar. cuice. cocoa
rowder, tea, spices. marganne, lard,
flavouring, essences. mustard, baking
powder and vinegar. fYe sec
absofutely ne reason why we shoald
continue to import such groducts. 1
took time to mention them.

3.30 p.m.

We know that there are smart
dealers who will want the public to
believe that every articde of food is
affected. This is not so and we want
to re-emphasise that, if any attempt
is made to raise the prices of items
that are not mentioned, the people
should co-operate sothatwecanbring
rascals to judgement.

It might be well at the same time
to mention some of the essential
goods that are not affected. For in-
stance, meat, poultry, canned fish,
ham, canned milk, butter, cheese,
eggs, barley flour, canned corn, po-
tatoes — This is important; potatoes
are not affected — beans, peas, split
peas, garlic, onions, carrots and coco-
nut oil. All these things are not af-
fected and I have read them out so
that they will be given due publicity
and the public will not be cheated
whenever they go to do business.

Now, with a budget of this kind,
we see a new future for the producers
of goods in this country because in
times past, no action was taken to
restrict some of these imports, no
-acticn was taken to put them above
the means of the masses, and as a
result, our local products have suf-
fered. Perhaps there was reason for
that because in times past there was
the mercantile system where wewere
forced to produce goods that our
master. wanted us to produce. But
pow nyand is independent, Guyana
1S managing its awn aftzirs, end Gov-
ernment, regardivss of same of the
criticiems that might come ftom the

JANUARY, 1867

~
Budget Debat. 7y

Opposiuon, is taking this bold step
to ensure that the impgmad goods
that need not be imparie,/shaculd
have such duties placed an‘them that
people in the mass will not attempt
to purchase them. If they need sub-
stitutes, then the goods that we pro-
ducelocally will be available tothem.
Then, more pecple will get into the
business of growing crops, and more
people will get into the business of
processing and preserving our awn
raw materials as far as food is con-
cerned, instead of having to crder
food from abroad.

All those whe are interested in
Guyana will have no choice but to
support a measure of this kind, even
is it means that the wealthy willhave
to pay more for these fancy foods that
they probably have developed ataste
for, even if it means that the;masses
will do without them. The suffering
of the masses, if any at all, should be
very brief because if people from
this country should travel to foreign
places, regardless of what they are
accustomed to as far as foods are
concerned, they will have toeatitems

_that are used in those countries. I

am certain that nobody dies because
of this exercise.

It is for us who have been given
the task of managing the affairs o
this Government to encourage the
community-at-large- to--follow - tne
principle of eating what they can pro-
duce, and to produce more of what

"~ they eat. If this is done diligently

and conscientiously, quite a service
will be rendered to the entire country
because there will be more money
in this country, and Guyana needs
money now for development. There
will be money that can be used for
buying the equipment for develop-
ment which we cannot produce our-
selves, and we will move forward
into a better economy with a happier
set of nevple. This is our task

The hon. Alinister of Finance, in

moving the Ludget proposals, took @
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thisintg account as one of the primary
objectir; _for_this_year, and_ we._are
already satisfied that the majority of
peopl. ‘'n Guyana are beginning to
see the good sense of it. There can
be no quarrel if we put higher duties
on things like cognac, foreign tobac-
cos of all kinds — I cannot remember
all ot their names—andforeign drinks.
If the import duties on such itemsare
raisea, then the masses will have
nothing to complain about. As a
matter of fact, they should feel very
happy that here is a Government
which is determined to build this new
country, and to start it off where all
Governments ought to begin, by pro-
ducing goods and services that are
needed. Wherever we may go far
loans, East or West, in the final an-
alysis it is what we produce that will
count, and since we aredeterminedto
remain-an independent nation - now
thatthere is global inter-dependence,
we are jealously guarding our
sovereignty.

One of the ways to maintain our
independence is the ability, the
capacity and determination to pro
duce goods and services that our
people need. On these points I think
the Budget should be supportedby all
those who are true nationalists of
Guyana. _I_am _happy to support the
Budget moved by the Minister of
Finance.

3.40p.m.

Mr. Hubbard: I wish to begin this
afternoon by extending my heartiest
congratulations_to_the _Minister of
Finance cn this Budget Speech. My
congratulations are deserved because
the Minister has employed, in clas-
sical style, the technique of the pawn-
broker behind his screen in framing
the Orcder which imposes increased
taxes on the largest number of com-
modities. The Minister disguised
what he was doing, and I think that
he succeeded in trying to fool the
masses of the people.
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I also wish to congratulate him
because he seems to have suddenly
come to power in the Government.
Fresh from his success in making a
scapegoat of Minister Kasim, he has
been able to impose his professional
pawnbroker’s technique upon the
framing of the Budget to a greater
degree than he has hitherto found
possible. I cangratulate him, and I
commiserate “with the Government
as a whale.

In a document as lengthy as that
read to us by the Minister of Finance
at the beginning of this meeting, one
must expect tofind somewhere some-
thing which demonstrates the phil-
osophy of the Government on whose
behalf that statement is read, and,
searching the document and know-
ing the Government, I set about find-
ing this statement of philosophy bui
my searchwasin vain. Thephilosophy
of the Government is clearly demon-
strated, however, in its treatraent of
two items mentioned specifically in
the Budget Statement: One item is
matches, and the other item is the
tax holiday. Now the “Prime Minister
of Finance”, as Mr. Kasim humour-
ously called him sometime ago, told
this House that he was taking 25¢
a gross in excise for matches. He
was increasing the excise duty on
matches by 25¢ per gross boxes,
but, having done that, he makes a
Price Control Order which takes 72¢
per gross boxes on matches from the
consumer. In other words, it is a
case of “one for Parry and two for
Knights”. The exchequer, that is the
public, is to benefit to the tune of 25¢
per gross boxes of matches when the
consumer is to be made topay aimost
three times whatis geingte the public.

The hon. Minister of Trade, to
whom I listened with attention in the
hope of getting something which wouid
guide me, ar enlighten me as to the
Government’s trade policy in relation
tothis matter, spoke about unreasaon-
able price increases. Surely a Gov-
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ernment that gives to the merchant
or capitalist 47¢ for every 25¢ that
it takes from the warking-class poor
— the people who have to light fires
‘with matches and cannot turn a switch
toget heat — can offer noreproaches
to the merchants who seize the op-
portunity to increase prices and suck
the poar. How can it? It has been
helping its friends at the expense of
the poor, and it now quarrels with its
friends for helping themselves quite
obviously at the expense of the poor.

The other item, as I said,is the
one dealing with tax holidays. The
Minister of Finance intimated to us
that after setting up industries inthis
country persons were to be allowed
to keep all of the profits that they
earned from these industries, and
that he was prepared to allow them
to do sa for a wmatter of 10 years in
certam circumstances. Somewhere it
was stated in the Journal of the party
to which the “Prime Minister of
Finance” belongs — I beg your par-
don, sir, the hon. Minister of Finance,
— that the Government is goingtoset
up industries and then turn them over
to private enterprise.

Now, much has been written on
the question of profit, and many vol-
umes are devoted to the justification
of profits. My hon. Friend the Minister
of Finance is so anxious to help the
capitalists that he is withdrawing or
removing the philosophical justifi-
cation of profits and the prafit system,
because what he is proposing to do
is to supply capital to private enter-
prise and to pay capitalistsfor merely
reaping profits and, perhaps, provid-
ing some sart of management which
could be purchased.

3.50 p.m.

We therefore have no philosophi-
cal justificatign for profit. There is
no enterprise and no risk and the
profits of such enterprises are to be
appropriated in entirety for five to
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ten years. We will then repeat the
experience of places like Rico,
Jamaica and Trinidad wheT; having
plundered the community with the
help of a Government of similar phil-
osophy, they will pick up their enter-
prises, ar merely pick up their bank
money, and go. The Government will
have provided the enterprise and all
they will have to move is their prdiit.

We thererore see clearly stated
just what this Government is, just
what it aims to do and just how com-
pletely impossible it must be for the
masses of the population to benefit
from any development programme
which is managed by this Govern-
ment. The hon. Minister of Finance
made no reference whatsoever to the
movement of the retail price index
in this boom period which he des-
cribed. He could not describe it
poetically; he is incapabie of that.

1 have here the quarterly Statis-
tical Digest for September of 1966
and it reveals that the retail price
index, at the end of 1958, stood at
102.3 points. At the end of 1964, it
stood at 113.1 points, that is to say,
in the period from 1958 to 1964, a
period of seven years, the retail price
index rose only by 10.8 points. At
the end of September 1966, the retail
price index stood at 121 points, so
that in the small space of 21 months
the price index had risen 7.9 points
as compared with 10.8 points for the
previous seven years.

This is of greatimportance. When
we add to this the shrinking volume
of unsophisticated maney, we recog-
nise what every working-class person
understands, namely, that a great
depression has moved into his home
andis settingaboutquickly todestroy
him and those who depend upon him.

I have just one more commentary
on this Government and those whom
it serves. Wehavetwonew industries:
One is the production o nails and the
other is the production of remoulded
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tyres. The nail factory is owned by
small ‘e and the Minister o
Finance has made it a point not to
increase the protective duty upon
nails. The men involved are small
persons; they do not deserve the pro-
tection! The duty remains where it
was before the Budget was pre-
sented. In the case of the remoulded
tyres, the factory which is owned
by the biggest concermin this country,
the oldest expatriate concern in this
country. Bookers. that receives a
further protection in addition to what
vas given to it when the Budget was
resented last year.

The hon. Minister of Trade
tempted obliquely to refer to super-
eial criticisms of the *buy local”
effart made in one o the prostitute
journals when he spoke about
statutes. A Food and Drugs Amend-
ment Bill has been in draft in the
pigeon-holes of the desks of the cir-

-cumlocution office for many years.

This Bill has suffered; therehavebeen
personality clashes. One personality
involved has left the circumlocution
office and gone into retirement
abroad. It is to be hoped that now

- that this Government is in office, it

will bring out the Bill from the pigeon-
holes and have it passed.

Sitting suspended at 4.00 p.m.
4.36 p.m.
On resumption - -

MOTION FOR THE ADJOURN-
MENT OF THE ASSEMBLY TO DIS-
CUSS DEFINITE MATTER OF UR-
GENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Gastro-Enteritis Epidemic
Dr. Jagan: Our young nation has
been severely hit. I am now not talk-
ing in economic terms but in medical
terms. Unfortunately, many havenot
only suffered but have lost their lives
and, as we have been reading daily
in the Press, this killer gastro-enter-
itis has taken a heavy toll of lives of
young children. From one end of the
country to the other, parents are to-
day weeping.
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For the past two years we have
been warning the Government about
sanitation conditions in this country,
in displaced centres, about the in-
adequacy of proper services, and we
were told that the Opposition knows
10t what it is talking about. Instead
of acting, for instance, in the displaced
areas, on a repart which was pro
duced by a committee whose creden-
tials could not be questioned, we saw
the spectacle of the Government ap-
pointing another committee, and even
that committee’s report was pigeon-
boled.

I recall that in the 1940’s,in times
ofheavy rainfall, latrines and housing
settlements were inundated with
water and people suffered greatly.
We warned the Government that a
similar situation would develop in
this country if it did nct act quickly
but, with its usual callousness, the
Government said that we were only
trying to scare the people. What is
even more unfortunate is that this
matter was not handled, as far as
we can see, expeditiously, and even
when there were known cases, we
found that either proper treatment
was not given or there were no
medical practitioners to attend to
the people. As a result, there are
poor children dying from one end of
the country to the other, even as far
as the North West District.

My information is "that about
10,000 children have been affected
and that thedeaths,.. which are alittle
over 40 dofficially, will probably be
found to be nearer 200. The Ministers
may smirk but we know that, in this
country, there are no proper means
of diagnosing ills, there are no proper
means of giving treatment and, as a
result, people die. A few days ago

4 disclosure was made by one of the
physicians in New Amsterdam and
we read about the controversy in the
Press as to whether or not the
physician had a night to come out
and speak his mind in prblic. This
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is not the time to split hairs on rules.
Had it not been for such an exposure
by this brave doctor, perhaps the
Government would have been still
sleeping.

4.40 p.m.

Let us hope that they have
awakened from their sleep. If any-
thing could have been said of the
Government in a positive manner,
it should have been in the field of
health. Unfortunately, we have seen
one calamity after another. We have
seen one Minister after another being
changed. People do not want changes
of“Ministers. — What could be much
better is a change of Government.
(Applause (Opposition).)

The time is coming whenmembers
of the Government will not be able
to show their faces in the streets.
All their wild promises have evap-
orated into thin air. Had the oppor-
tunity been given on this occasion
to move a vote of ‘no confidence,
I think the public would have voted
‘no canfidence’ against this Govern-
ment.

We want to hear specifically fram
the Government today what is being
done. We do not want to know whatis
being done in Georgetown, because
even in Georgetown the people are
dissatisfied. We want to know specifi-
cally, what is being done, from the
North West District to the Corentyne
River to allay the fears of the people
and to give them proper advice. We
want to know if drugs are available
in sufficient quantities at any time,
at the right places. We know that,
in order to make the Budget balance,
to make it appear that the finances
of the Country are in a glorious state,
they have been cutting expenses —

Mr. Speaker: You were speaking
on a definite matter — gastro-enteri-
tis.

Dr. Jagan: Yes. This is why the
Ministry has been affected. I hope
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the cheese-paring policy of.the Gov-
ernment will be stopped w! itcomes
to the health of the people. My cal-
league, Dr. Ramiohn, will give fur-
ther _details.on.this_tragic_situation,
because he, personally, deals with a
lot of these cases.

Dr. Ramjohn: There wasa gastro-
enteritis epidemic not so very long
ago. If I remember correctly, it was
early in 1965 that a number of child-
ren died, and there was a great deal
of suffering by parents and others.

4.45 p.m.

During the past two months I my-

self have been responsible for
treating between 500 to 700 odd

cases of gastro-enteritis. Today alone
I have treated about 30 cases and
possibly more. [Mr. deGroot: *Good
business.”] The han. Member appears
to be thinking from the point of view
of profit. I did not intend to mention
it, but since last week I have been
charging these people only the costof
the drugs. [Interruption by Mr. Mer-
riman.) I know that the undertaking
businessis booming.

No one who has not been per-
sonally affected by gastro-enteritis
can realise the enormity of the suf-
fering which Guyanese people are
going through, at this moment, from
one end of the country to another,
from the Corentyne_to._the_North
West District. I have just sent home
a numbe: of children whose mothers
had to start travelling irom Leguan
Island in the Essequibo somewhere
around five o’clock this morning in
order to receive treatment in George-
town. They will probably reach home
about eight o’clock tonight.

There is a hospital at Leguan
which the previous Government built.
A doctor was placed there, but for the
past four or five months there has
been no doctor at Leguan to treat
sick children. I can hear the cries of
the little children still ringing in my
ears all day and at night for weeks
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on end. I havuseen mothers bursting
into te nd asking: “Doctor, does
my chil ave gastro-enteritis?” I
have seen a mother 30 years of age
who recently had her {irst child after
many years, and that child is sick
with gastro-enteritis. I have seen a
young coupie with their first-born sick
with this disease, but hon. Members
on the other side do not seem to be
aware of what is happening.

From my personal experience I
am trying to enlighten this House.
A lot of these people areunempioyed;
some are poor and cannot provide
the necessities of life; they cannot
buy food to eat, and same of them
have to leave the hospital because
they prefer to go to a private doctor
and get treatment for their children.

I am aware that the death rate
is several times the amount which
has been officially given. I have read
a statement in a newspaper where it
was mentioned that some of theseé
children did not die from gastro-en-
teritis but from diarrhoea. Gastro-en
teritis will start with vomiting, but
this sign ceases after a period of days.
1fthey die from diarrhoea, are younot
going to list them as dying from gas-
tro-enteritis? The Ministry of Health

" - ,oqnnot possibly be aware of the

* number of deaths, unless it checks the,
registers of births and deaths in every
district in order to ascertain the ex-
act number of children who have died
from gastro-enteritis. The official
figures quoted refer to those who
have died. at the institutions. I say
that the death rate is several times
whathas been officially given.

The doctors in private practice
are aware that this epidemic began
long before the Ministry of Health
acknowledged that there was an epi-
demic. The public, the doctors and "
some members oi this House knew
that there was an epidemic of gastro-
enteritis. The Minisiry denied that
there_was. an_ outbreak . of . gastro-
enteritis, and it was, in fact, the last
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in Guyana to know that there was
suchan epidemic.

The first line of defence against
epidemics of this nature — this is
fundamental and elementary — is
proper sanitation. We on this side of
the House have pleaded and exhorted
the members of the Government to
pay more heed to sanitation. ] bave
asked several questions about spray-
ing; 1 have asked questions about
pure water and sanitation in general.
These things have been most un-
satisfactory. What has happened to
the money which has been voted for
spraying latrines with o0il? [Inter-
ruption by Mr. Merriman|

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Minister, will
youplease keep quiet!

Dr. Ramjohn— I donotknowwhat
has been done with the money voted
for spraying. On several occasions
while Mr. Bissember was the Min-
ister of Health and Housing I was
informed that the refugee areas were
not being sprayed, and I asked certain
questions relating to the matter. The
Minister said that the areas were
sprayed. ] was informed some time
afterwards that no spraying was be-
ing done. Quite recently I was tald
that no spraying was being done in
those areas.

It must be realised that if an
epidemic breaks out in areas sur-
rounding the capital, it must even-
tually reach the capital and contami-
nate it. It is a short sighted palicy to
leave people for so many years with-
out pure water. In certain of these

. areas, when it rains, the latrines and

the kitchens become one. We have
pointed out these conditions to the
Government, but nothing has been
done in the matter.

I have said that proper sanitation
ig the first line of delenceinepidemics
of this natare. The second line of
defence must be motification. There
are certain disesses which' must or
ought to he notied by sl medical
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practitianers. These diseases include
cases of pdlio, tuberculosis, diph-
theria, typhaid Gastro-enteritis
saould have been among them. If
gastro-enteritis is not included, then,
in view of the fact that there was a
previous epidemic, it should be in-
cduded as a notifiable disease. Under
this system a doctor who sees one
case in the North West District can
inform the Ministry of Health about
the matter. [Interruption by Mr.
Merriman. |

Mr. Speaker: Do not interrupt
him; you will have a chance to rebut
what he said.

Dr. Ramjohn: A doctor may see
a case in the North West District;
another doctor may see one in the

'Rupununi, at Skeldon, at Mahaicony,
arin Georgetown. When this happens
a doctor is supposed to fill out a form
with the name of the child, the day
and year in which it was born. the
address and so on, arid send this
form to the Ministry of Health, which
is the central clearing house. When
this is done, with the physicians co-
operating, the Ministry of Health
would obviously be in a position to
know when there is an epidemic and
to take the necessary steps to meet
the situation.

Even when the Ministry realised
that there were cases of gastro-en-
teritis, its attitude seemed to be to
Jelude or deceive the public as to
what was taking place, instead of
taking the proper steps to contain
the disease, alert the population as
to what should be done and provide
the necessary drugs and laboratory
tests. We have read several confiict-
ing statements in the Press about
the epidemic We have read of as
surances given that the epidemicwas
contained and there was no need to
fear anything. But what should have
been done when it was realised that
there was a serious outbreak of gas-
tro-enteritis in Mahiacony was that
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the Ministry of Health should have
asked other physicians, Qe absence
of notification, whether Yhere were
such cases in their areas. It was the
duty of the Ministry then and there
to carry out laboratory tests to find
out whatwasthenatureofthedisease.

Two months after the epidemic
had ravaged this country an effort
was made to send specimens to be
tested in Trinidad. We have no vir-
ologist here. We have already voted
money in this House for a laboratory
and we shall be voting money again,
but up to now there is still no idea
of what is the organism. I am certain
that if proper steps had been taken
from the beginning of the outbreak
of gastro-enteritis and if help had
been sought from abroad from the
Trinidad Regional Virus Laboratory,
for instance, we would havehad much
better results very many weeks ago.
If it was possible to isolate and
identify the organism, then it was
the duty of the laboratory of the
Ministry of Health to carry out sen-
sitivity tests to determine what drug
was the most suijtable to destroy this
organism.

I do not want you to accept my
own personal opinion, but it coin-
cides with the opinion of many prac-
titioners in the city of Georgetown
that the organism, whether it be a
virus or not, is at the moment un-
important. What is important is that
the organism which does the greatest
damage is secondary, and it is felt
thatthe bacteria will respond tomedi-
caltreatment with anti-bictics.

5.00 p.m.

It seems to me that the Ministry
is not yet aware of this. The anti-
biotics which have been used are not
suitable and cannct destroy the or-
ganisms causing the disease. Several
private practitioners have been us-
ing chloromycin and have had ex-
cellent results. They have found that
this does destroy theorganismswhich
do the greatest damage.
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. 'There are some drawbacks, and
laborat&,, tests may show that it
is not the most suitable drug, but
the antibiotic that is now being used,

- neomycin, cannot destroy the organ-

isms for the simple reason that this
antibiotic is not absorbed in theblood
stream. It remains in the bowels and,
in the case of a child suffering from
the disease, the organisms have al-
ready invaded the blood stream. Yet
the general treatment rests on neo-
mycin. In my view this is wrong.

'Having carried out laboratory
tests, having discovered what was
the most suitable antibiotic, it was
the duty of the Ministry of Health
to ensure that the drugs necessary
were in large supply at every medical
institution throughout the country.
This was not done. It would also be
the duty of the Ministry to circularise
all doctors, be they private or not,
not dictating to them what they must
do, but suggesting that, as sensitivity
tests have been carried out, such anti-
biotics and such treatment would pro-
vide the best results.

This has not been done and is not
being done yet. I should like hon.
Members to see a number of the
persons who visit the Georgetown
hospital for treatment. They are piti-
ful specimens with their children in
their arms. They have been to me in
the day and at night, telling of their
experiences in the outpatients and
casualty departments and even in
the wards. Some of the stories they
tell are indeed pitiful. I do not wish
to inflict them Gi hon. Members. Suf-
fice it to say that in the early stages
of the epidemic hundreds of children
were treated with salpha drugs, which
were considered miracle drugs some
years ago. They still kave their uses,
but are inadequate for the treatment
of gastro-enteritis.

It seems to me that the reason
why sulpha drugs were uséd initially
— and they were widely used in the
outpatients department — was that
they cost little. [Hon. Members:
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*Shame!”) An effective drug for the
treatment of a child suffering fram
gastro-enteritis cost nothingless than
three to five dollars. I would say that
the bottles I was shown with sulpha
drugs, manufactured locally, could
not have cost more than ten cents.
[Hon. Members: *Shame!”)

The parents of the children, for
whom these drugs were prescribed,
were not even told of the precautions
to be taken to ensure an adequate
intake of fluid. The kidneys of one
child were severely damaged by the
sulpha drugs that were given at the
Georgetown- hospital.- Only after a
big hue and cry was raised did the
authorities begin to use neomycin at
the Georgetown hospital and thathas
been in short supply at almost all
institutions.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
has mentioned the grave positionthat
has arisen in the case of one doctor
at the New Amsterdam Hospital who
found it necessary to speak out. I
must congratulate him even though
I do not recommend breaking the
rules. I suonuc hehadno other choice.
From my own experience I am almost
certain that poor young man will
be victimised. .

After the outbreak of gastro-en-
teritis, a ward should have been set
aside in every public medical insti-
tution to deal with cases. This i8 now
being done, but it was done at a
very late stage. Everything that the

linistry has done during this epi-
demic has been done too late. After.
the epidemic hasravaged this country
for weeks and weeks, specimens are
now being sent to the Virus Labor-
atory in Trinidad It is a case of
locking the stable door after thehorse
hes gone.

There can be no gain from the
death and suffering of little children
and their parents. There is one who
had the temerity to suggest that. I
should not like to say what I think
of him. It is our duty, our responsi-
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bility, on this side of the House to
see that such tragedies do not recur
and that effective methods are used
in future.

For years there have been short-
ages of drugs at Government hos-
pitals and institutions. In this As-
sembly we have voted additional
money for drugs. What has happened
to them? I am tired of hearing the
complaints of patients to the efifect
that they were told to return to the
hospital in a week’s time. Can you
imagine the case of a young child,
whois havingfrequentbowel motions.
and whose parent has gone to the
dispensary at the hospital and. «fter
waiting all day to see the doctor, has
been told that there arenodrugs,and
perhaps some will be availablethe
iollowing week? These are not

sophisticated” drugs, these are com-
mon or gardendrugs. These aredrugs
like hetrozan.

A fow nights ago a mother came
to me. She had been to the casualty
departmentwith a child and after her
experience there she decided to come
to see me during the early hours of
the evening. She told me that the
lone doctor with a long line of patients
said he was “fed up” because he had
no drugs to give to his patients. He
just did not know what todo; he had
a mind to apply for sick leave and go
home and rest. How can one blame
him? One must sympathise with the
plight in which the medical officers
are finding themselves. They have
been trained to do a job; they are
willing to do a job, but they are
human beings and, without the tools,
how can they pretend to be doing
thejob?

We have pointed out time and
again that the palicy of Governmeént
is a bankrupt one in this direction.
The pdlicy seems to be to economise
on the health services in order to
apend money in other directions, per-
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haps for trips abroad or things of
that nature.
5.10 p.m.

it is essential that the heaith
services should not become a pdcliti-
cal matter. The health services are
primarily for the health of the entire
nation. Each Government should do
its utmost to see ihat it has hoalth
services second to noune in the world.
At the moment, if we were tc¢ canvas
public opinicn as regards our health
services, we would find that they
ire in the worst possible state and
hat they are possibly worse than
rhose in many other countries. A
greoat deal needs to be done and we
on this side urge the Governnent to
pay more heed to this department.

There has been a great influx
of doctors. People at Leguan are suf-
fering because there are no doctors
there. Children are dying there from
gastro-enteritis. When the P.P.P. was
in the Government several doctors
were there — I myself was a doctor
ther~

The Ministry of Information seems
to have taken over the publicity cam-
paign. It is trying to delude and fool
the public. We arehearingthat every-
thing is being done, all the experts
are here, pamphlets are being dis-
‘tributed, and that the people are
being warned This is just a cover-up
in order that the people might not
learn of the real situation.

I must conclude by pleading once
again with the Government to pay.
more attention to the healthservices.
If there are bottle-necks in the health
services they must be weeded out,
but we must have efficiency, we must
not have discrimination in appoint-
ments. We must have the properkind
of drugs and treatment for our people
and we must be able to meet emer-
gencies in an intelligent and straight-
forward manner with efficiency, with
knowledge. This is thke only way in
whichwe shall be able to help.
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Mr. on: The greatest asset of
.a count. its children, and particu-
larly infants and young adults. This
Government stands condemned,
either as incompetent or criminal,
because of the manner in which ithas
handled the incidence of gastro-en-
teritis which has been killing somany
children in Guyana. ThisGovernment
sought refuge in propaganda. It be-
lieves that propaganda can erase the
bitter experience of parents whohave
seentheir children die.

On ane occasion I could clearly
see that the propaganda was to high-
light places like Mahaicony where
only a few children suffered and a
few children died. The Government
would say, “Only two children died
in this .area. The disease is under
control.” While the Government!was
saying this, several children were
dying all over the country, particu-
" larly in Berbice. One was left to
wonder whether this Government was
so callous, so criminal, as to be say-
ing to itself, *Well, those childrenwho
are dying are not the children of our
own supparters.” There was a strong
suspicion of that. [Mr. Merriman:
*Shame!] I know that the truth will
hurt you; I am glad to see the re-
action. Or perhaps the Government

was saying that the children are just .

the children of the "masses that are
asses”, accarding to the view held by
one of the leaders of the parties in
the coalition.

Did this Government do what it
should have done to -‘tackle this in-
cidence, this dying of children, or did
it sit complacently behind the walls
of propaganda to justify that it was
doingwhat it should have done? Gas-
tro-enteritis is not a new disease.
-When I was a boy at school I used to
read about gastro-enteritis. Why is
there this uncertainty, at this time,
about how to treat it? What has this
Government done since 1965 when
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search to find out what aretheagents
of the disease? The Minister should
say what steps have been taken since

1965, when this Government as-
sumed office.

Gastro-enteritis is a disease that
attacks poar children. This Govern-
ment does not care about the poor
children. This Government is con-
cerned about the rich, and that is
why it is so happy about this. That
is why it is so indifferent to what is
happening. Why does not the Govern-
ment send for specialists? We hear
talk about a Cammission for this and
that. Does not the Government want
a Commission to handle this matter
oflittle childrenbeingkilled by gastro
enteritis?

5.20 p.m.

I should like to refer to what is
happening in the displaced areas. I
am dealing with health. A score of
delegations went to the Minister of
Health imploring this Minister to do
something about health conditions in
these areas. They sent memcranda
upon memoranda pointing out the
danger, and asking the Ministry to
spray some anti-malaria oil in the
latrines, or spray something else to
keep away the flies. The Government
cannot afford to do that because it
has to take care of its entertainment
expenses, its cocktail parties and its
suppers. Who are these children that
they should warry themselves about
them?

Tn December,_the Government
made an apoligetic attempt to spray
one area. The peopleweretald, "Loeok
here, we can only afford to spray here
‘so many’ days. After the holidays,
when the Government votes money
we will know whether we can con-
tinue to spray” as if the disease and
the germs are going to lie dormant
and wait until these peonle are readv
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Then we have the case of clinics.
Delegation upon delegation, letter
upon letter, memorandum uponmem-
orandum have been sent about the
establishment of a clinic. The prin-
ciple was accepted that a clinic must
be established. Ther the Government
turned around and said, "Look, ifvou
hruse i the area we will es
These poor peopxe
hac z‘s, thev do ne

e s

Al upon t

21 ask this Government to
2 to the hard work of finding
outl, as it should have done, what is
causing this disease and the specific
drugs that must be used in order to
save children's lives. In addition to
thart. everyone knows that prevention
is better than cure. Attention to all
insanitary conditions in all areas,
and particularly the areas where dis-
placed persons live for it is known
that health conditions are terrible in
those districts.

Dr. Ramsahoye: I did not intend
to speak on this Motion for the Ad-
journment, but I think, on reflection,
that I should not allow this occasion
to pass without pointing out a few
important points to the Government.
We have reached a position where it
is now necessary to go into the medi-
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cal statistics to examinetheincidenze
of gastro-enteritis for the pOd prinr
to 1964.

I have always been told thar
gastro-enteritis is predominantly 2
disease arising out of certain social
conditions. Gastro-enteritis hes ifs
saurce in falling living standa:ds,
and in the inmeffecieney 0! ranitery
services. I am convinced that the
debacle of 1264 with the reswiing
dispiacement of people ard the con-
ditions in which pacpis - ]
senitary aud intolerable sur-our
are the real f‘%rve of this epd
it 1® also iy opinicn Ul
medical siatis
the period bek
veal thet the
grstro-anieryis «

G Te

We all know that the Go
would wish to be uznxsew&me =
Estimates, and one can sympethise
with it for this. The trath ie that the
discase is spreading. It is not baing
contained because the source has not
been tapped. Theareaswhich nrovide
the conditions for the spreading cf
this disease remain as they arc. As
the hon. Member just said, they have
been that way since the disturbances
of 1964, and despite entreaties. very
little has been done to help. It is not
an unfair criticism to say that this
Government has not attempted to
lean over backwards to help the dis-
placed persons.

What I wish the Government to
know is that if the displaced persons,
whether they are at Haslington or
Vryheids Lust or some other part of
Enmore have to continue to live in
disease will be carried into 1967 and
1968; it will cantinue. There was the
plague ariging out of insanitary con-
ditions after the war. This is a simi-
lar situation.
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that peonle suffering
from falling living standards may
Dot be ifi the best condition to resist
this di¥ease. Well-fod—children who
getthis disease have a betier chance
of resisting it and récovering. I know
of two Eurapean children who have
suffered permanent damage as are-
sult of this dissase. Imagine a child
having to go through kfe retarded!
It has to grow up, live and dic re-
tarded! It ie a serious matter.

I weuld say that rather thanmak-
ing politice out of this matter, let
us go into the medical statistics be-
fore 1954 and find out if the existence
o: this epidemic has increased since
1964. Our Chief Medical Adviser will
know that Dr. Waterlow is an authority
oL gastro-cnteritis, which is a third
major killer. Let him come here and

e _see the settiements and the conditions

*

~ ¢hing to improve the sanitary con-

’%lv?]der which certain people live.
“¥hese seitlements I would classify
.89 the fons et origo in themselves.

If this vaemmentwou}d do some-

ditions in the settlements, then the
people would be in a better position
to resist disease. It is not that the
people in this country are so im-
potent that they cannot make one

desparate effort to solve the insani-
tary ‘condisions under which some of

our brethern have been living since
1964

This is not a matter of politics;
it is not a mater in which one would
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and let the House know which coun-
tries have tunad you down None
would ton you down. While you are
treating those who are ill, you omst
endeavar to improve sanitary con-
ditions ip certein areas to make sure
that ihe disease does not epread to
other areas. Lef us tacklethediscase
at its source.

The Hinister of Health {(Mr.
Kendall): It is very unforhumate that
suck an imporwart metter whick af
fects the lives of childrem'in a new
nation should be brought to the level
of politice and thai responsible mem-
bers should svggest to this House
that the reason for gastro-enteritis in
this country i= political.

The Governmeant is aware of thic
epidemic, and it iz doing everything
in its power fc arrest it. At this
stage I must congratulate the Mirror,
the organ oi the P.P.P., in that, when
the Ministry of Health issued a list
of suggestions for the public in re-
lation to the epidemic, it was the
first newspaper to print it. But it has
been eaid that, due to shortage of
drugs and the Government’s inability
to provide the necpssary funds for
health purposes, the children are af-
fected by this disease.

It is well that this House should
know that about $10 million which is
about 12 per cent of cur National
Budget, is being spent under the
head of Health. Where drugs are con-
cemed, nearly $1 million was spent.
I know that, in spiteof the amount
spent, a large proportion of the drugs
are going into places where they
should not go, due to dishanast prec-
tices. I want to assure-hon-Members
that I know of some of these eaurces,
and I hope it will not affect them
when the mattar if brought to light.

At a Iater stage, I will ask Your
Honour to permit me to read a stase-
ment which has been prepared by my
statement you will see that in spite
of what has been sald, the Govern: ~
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ment nas been doing everything pos-
sible to arrest the spread of this
disease. I think Dr. Ramsahoye was
the most honest of all the speakers
on the other side of the House; he ad-
mitted that mn Latin America, ana
this part of theworld, gastro-enteritis
reigns.

If the hon. Members on the other
side of the House will do some re-
search they will find that our per-
centage of deaths from this disease
is much lower than in other places.
In other places the percentage is
15, but at the moment in Guyana it
is about .8 per cent. I appreciate
that the fact that our percentage is
lower than in other places is not a
solution to this matter, but it is some-
thing that cannot be eradicated in
any civilised country. I would have
been the first to try to have this
disease contained, andthisiswhatthe
Government is endeavouring to do
at the moment.

Dr. Ramsayoye feels that the
squatting areas are responsible for
this disease, but I want to assurehim
that, from the information received
by my Ministry, these areas are not
affected.

With your permission, sir, I wish
to read this statement: )

The outbreak of gastro-enteritis
commenced in Mahaicony abeut the
middle of December. Other areasthat
soon became involved are — Eastern
Berbice, West Coast Berbice and more
recently Lower East Coast Demerara,
East Bank, West Bank and West
Coast Demerara. So far, there have
only been a few cases in Georgetown.
A mild outbreak has been reported
on the Essequibo Coast and only one
death has occurred there. Ithasbeen
recently reported thatthere aremany
cases in the islandsof Leguan and
Wakenaam and the position there is
presently being investigated.
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have to date suffered from theg disease.

The deaths so far have b approxi-
mately 38. The case fatality rate(i.e.

the number of deaths per 100 cases)-
has beenexceedinglylow — .8deaths

per 100 cases, i.e. 8 deaths per thou-
sand cases. The case fatality rate in
outbreaks of this nature is usuaily

‘well above 15 per cent i.e. 15 deaths
per 100 cases or 150 deaths per
1,000casés. From the very onset, in-

tensive measures were introduced in

the Mahaicony District to combat the

epidemic. Two additional health visi-

tors were assigned to theareatowork
closety with the resident surgeon ot
the Mahaicony Hospital. The aims

here were tofollow-up discharge cases
from the hospital in the homes, to
discover new cases and totreat mal-
cases;and to refer severecasestothe

hospital for early treatment. By a
combination of these measures the
situation so far has been kept well

under contral.

5.40 p.m.

At the Port Mourant and Skeldon
Hospitals, similar measures were -
stituted from the onset of the out-
break and the number of deaths at
these institutions has alsobeen very
low. At the New Amsterdam Hospi-
tal, however, the number of deaths
was much higher than at the other
hospitals partly because of the greater
admission of cases and partly because
of the greater severity of the cases.
Atthe Georgetown hospital. the great
majority of cases arriving jthere have
come from a number of scattered
areas in Demerara. Considering the
number of cases being admitted at
the institution from day to day. the
number of deaths at this institution
is very low.

Education to the Public: Every
channel of information available has
sofar been used, namely:

1. Radio talks by the Chief Medi-
cal Officer. informing the public of
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- jnfants and young children, very early
to a dp—*or or a hospital. As the
majority-«f the patients have been
confined to the infant and pre-school
age group, this was considered tobe
a very important bit of advice, since
this age group cannot stand dehy-
dration (or loss of fluid and salts),
dehydration being the main cause of
death in gastro-enteritis.

2. Radio announcements by the
G.I.S. setting out 10 rules for the
community to follow in the cantrol of
the occurrence and spread of the
disease.

3. Distribution of some 30,000
leaflets at health centres, schools,
post offices and other public places,
setting out the 10 rules referred to
already.

Cause: Evidence (both clinical
and pathological) is steadily mounting
to indicate that the specific cause of
the diseaseis of the nature of a virus.
Specimens have been sent tothe Trini-
dad Regional Virus Laboratory and
the University of the West Indies
for identification of the virus. Since
it is now felt that the disease is of
the nature of a virus, the use of
drugs is of minor importance. The
sheet-anchor in the treatment is the
prevention of dehydration by the ad-
ministration of fluids by intravenous,
rectal or subcutaneous drin.

There is no shortage of drugs.
(Mr. Ram Karran: "Do you wish us
to go to the hospital tonight?”; What
we do not find at the hospital, we will
find at your friends nearby.

Mr. Lall: Three weeks ago i in-
formed Members of this hon. House
that the epidemic of gastro-enteritis
was invading the Berbice arca, es-
pecially New Amsterdan. I men-
tioned that a child died in the arms of
its father.

Mr. Speaker: I think it is in keep-
ing with parliamentzry practice that
when the Ministerreplies thedebateis
ended. I cannot sece the szuse of go-

ing on. The Minister has replied. Let -
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us run this at a Parliament. I do not
wish to prolang the debate.

Mr. Lall: I made this observation
and at'the time the Government paid
no attention whatsoever to what was
happening in New Amsterdam and
in the country districts. Up to that
time there had been one death in
New Amsterdam. The following day,
when '] attended a sitting of the As-
sembly I received a telephone mes-
sage thatmy grandson had died from
gastro-enteritis. I have seen many of
the Ministers, hon. Members and some
same of their supporters, giggling
and laughing while this very import-
ant matter was being discussed. Per-
haps these persons do not have child-

‘Ten, and do not know how difficult it

is to care a child. This is not the only
thing that is happening. The present
Government cares more about the
dead than the living.

Mr. Speaker: Speak onthematter
of urgent public importance which is
before the Assembly!

Mr. Lall: I am saying that steps
should be taken to prevent such an
epidemic in this country. The theatre
at the Georgetown hospital is badly
in need of repairs and can collapse at
any time but the former Minister of
Health recanmended that more re-
frigerated rooms should be built to
store the dead. This is the way the
members of this Government are op-
erating and are prepared to operate
and, through you, Mr. Speaker, we
must expose them. You must not
bridle our mouths; we are here to
expose them intheinterestofthe com-
munity at large.

I am appealingtothe Government
to preserve the health of these young
children.

5.50 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Menber
Dr. Ramjohn has already spoken oz
certain policies. He has covered thut
ground.
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Mr. Lall: I'am appealing —

Mr. Speaker: I donotwanttohear
any more.

Mr. Lall: I therefore call on the
Government to expend more money
onthe health services —

Mr. Speaker: That is nothing new.

Mr. Lall: — to prevent diseasesin
this country. ,

Mr. Speaker: If you have 10t got

anything to add to the debate please
take your seat.

_ Mr. Ram Karran: We have just
listened to most dissapointing in-
formation from the newly appointed
Minister of Health and Housing (Mr.
Kendall) on this very serious epi-
demic that rages in our country. One
would have thought, after Your
Honour had given your consent toa
debate on this important matter, that
the hon. Minister wouldhave given an
indication o what is taking place, and
what steps are being takentoprevent
the spread of this terrible disease.

All that the hon. Minister has
doneis to indict himself, and his Gov-
ernment to a greater extent, for the
callousness which we saw expressed
by the members of the Government
when hon. Members on this side were
speaking. The Minister made a fan-
tastic charge and slandered hon.
Members on this side of the House.
I understood him to say that people
who have connecticns with Members
on this side of the House have stolen
goods or drugs.

Mr. Speaker: The point of view
of the members of the Opposition was
well put by the hon. Member Dr.
Ramjohn.

Mr. Ram Karran: The hon. Min-
ister has slandered Members o this
House and has admitted his own in-
efficiency and the inefficiency, I pre-
sume, of the Police Force and allthose
responsible for the protection of the
drugs owned by the inhabitants of

20TH JANUARY,
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this country. That 18 aamssion
that he has made. He L_/ said that

the drugs that have been bought for
the treatment of diseases and that
should have been in the hospital,
havefound themselves inthe hands of
private  practitioners, allegedly
friends of the members of the Op-
position.

The hon. Minister should not tell
us that cur friends have stolen drugs.
He should take steps to recover the
drugs so that proper treatment is
given to the children who are dying
day after day from gastro-enteritis.
The figures were concocted by the
newspapers to show that only 40
children died, and the Minister him-
self reduced the number by saying
that only 38 children died from gas-
tro-enteritis. [Interruption by Mr.
Merriman.] The hon Minister is not
qualified to speak on this. He can
only talk about the dead. He ought
to keep his mouth shut when people
are talking about the living. {Laugh-
ter.] {Mr. Merriman: “You are talking
about the dead children.”] .

The hon. Minister is saying that
the Government has done everything
possible to fight the epidemic. He
corsoles himself and attempts to con-

sole -those —parents-who- have- lost

their children. It is no satisfaction
that in Latin America about 15 per
cent of the children lost their lives
as a result of gastro-enteritis, and
here in Guyana we only lost about 8
per cent. [Mr. Wharton:*8 per cent?”)
I beg your pardon, .8 per cent. Itis
no satisfaction even if it is -001 per
cent. The Government ought to take
steps. I submit that the hon. Minister
has said absolutely nothing about
what change has followed the policy
of the Government. After thisdisease
had ravaged the whole country,, we
read in the newspapers a week ago
that samples were sent to the centre
in Trinidad — to which this country

contributes — so that tests could be ¢

taken.

L]

&
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1on. Minister not only con-
fuses self but argues against him-
self. In one breath he says thatdrugs
do not mean very much, you have to
make sure that the children are not
dehydrated. One would expect that
the hon. Minister who has the Chief
Medical Ofificer sitting behind him —
I know the Minister is not a doctor,
he is a layman like myself — would
get the advice of intelligent people.-

The Director of Medical Services,

apart from being a-medical practit-
ioner, also halds a degree in public
health, and the hon. Minister cughtto
be able to advise us in sensible terms,
rather than attempt to mislead us
and create more canfusion in the
minds of the people o this country.
[ The hon. Minister talks about
drugs. Sometimes [ visit the hospital
at night and I can assure the hon.
Minister — {Mr. Merriman: * To carry
away drugs.”] I admit that I have
many, many failings, but I can assure
Your Honour and hon. Members that
my house was never searched. In
1862, some of my friends were taking
refrigerators on their backs. I donot
want to prolong this debate, but I
make these points because the hon.
Minister — I have always compli-
mented him on being an experienced
Minister — is totaliy unsuitable in
this new field. His predecessor has
created confusion by his propaganda
activities. The Prime Minister and
his colleagues ought to ensure that
the Governnient is capable of talking
care of these valuable drugs.

Mr. Luck: I rise to speak very
briefly on this matter. Late in Dec-
ember. ] knew from firm information
that the epidemic was raging very
fiercely in the Eastern Berbice area
around Skeldon and Springlands. I
knew positively that this was a fact.
At the time I was receiving this in
formation, this Government was issu-
ing very reassuring bulletins that
there was no gastro-enteritis epi-
demic. The Government issued such
a statement.
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One wonders whether the Govern-
ment does not stand condemned for
having done so. I had heard of the
disease spreading at Skeldon. The
doctor there could not even come to
Georgetown for Christmas. Iinquired
about the disease and was told thatit
was killing very young babies. As a
Member of this Hoftse, I must ex-
press my unhappiness at the way
this matter has been handled. Quite

.clearly, whatever is causing gastro-

enteritis must be controlled. It will
spread more rapidly if certain ele-
mentary precautions are not taken.

If it is a fact — as it is afact —
that this epidemic was raging in De-
cember, the Ministry of Health must
have known that it would spread
throughout the country. But the Min-
istry at that time, did not alert the
population of the necessary precaut-
ions to be tzken, and of the necessity
for improved sanitation. Up to two
weeks ago I was at the Casualty
Ward of the Public Hospital and a
parent brought in a child who was
obviously very sick. The parent com-
plained that the child had looseness
of the bowels, and was vomiting.
These are the classic symptoms of this
disease, but to my horror, thisparent,
greatly distreszed, was chased out of
the Casualty Ward and told, “Do not
come here; go the Out-patient De-
partment.”

The point I am maldng is that
5,000 babies have beenaffected. Why
did not the Government set up an
Emergency Ward to deal with gastro-
enteritis? My little sonbroke hishand.
I am not without many friends and I
got help from every body, but still it
took me an entire day to see my
son’s hand fixed. Imagine those poor
people being sent from pillar to post,
not knowing where to go. Until two
weeks ago, I never dreamed that this
was such a terrible disease. That is
why last evening I strongly supported
bringing this Motion to the House.
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I know the Government has been
slack in handling the situation.
Imagine the Governmentsayingthere
is no epidemie. '

I do not want to scare anybody,
but fram the Government’s own state-
ment it appears that the death rate
has not been the same at all hos-
pitals. One wonders why, when this
epidemic was raging in Berbice
throughout \December, when children
were dying at the New Amsterdam
Hospital, one of these fine specialists
was not specially detailed to goi there
for the period of the epidemic. My
information is that the epidemic, is
now falling off; this is the tail-end of
it. Whatever we may have thought of
the contribution of the hon. Member
Mr. Wilson, one must wonder why it
is that this epidemic was allowed to
rage throughout eastern Berbice and
only two visits were made by special-
ists to that area. There are many
higbly qualified and very competent
doctors at the Georgetown -Hospital,
and nobody thought of assigning one
of them specifically to the New Am-
sterdam Hospital. Why did 28 child-
ren die at that institution?

This disease, Iunderstand, leaves
permanent damage to those it afflicts,
and 5,000 babies must represent at
least 30 per cent of the children be-
tween the ages of one and two. The
population between the ages dof five
and six in this country is 21,000.
I would submit that there could not
be more than 35,000 children between
the ages of one and two, and I reckon
that 5,000 is a very high incidence
indeed, putting aside the mortality
rate. I was informed by medical prac-
titioners that they doubt that tne
death rate being givenby the Govern-
ment is accurate. One notices that
the figures given by the hon. Min-
ister are carefully qualified.

This is a pocr country and the

majority of people are poor and ill-
informed. I was told by a medical
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practitioner with one of the largest
practices in the country ¥\t he esti-
mates the number of dezaws to be in
excess of 200, and we would wish an
examination of this problem. That is
why we have brought it tothis House.
In a matter such as this, we expect
prompt action to be taken. There is
no pigeon-holing the matter now; it
has come to town. We hope that
vigorous efforts are being made to
combat this disease. People must die
and diseases must kill, but if medical
skill can help us, this Government
should seek aid from sources friendly
towards us

As the hon. Member Dr. Ram-
sahoye pointed out, children of prami-
nent people have been affected by
this disease. Canadians have been
badly affected. It would take only a
telephone call to bring to us a man
from Canada, America or Moscow.
If anything can be done, I wouldhope
that this Government would see that
it is done.

Dr. Hanoman spoke out the truth,
and as my friend said, he is a brave
fellow. One good result of Dr.
Hanoman’s speaking out has been
that specimens are now being sent to
be examined. It seems that this

- disease is a difficult one. What is

wrong with seeking help in this
matter? I hope that when next an
epidemic of this nature occurs, the
Government does not seek toconceal,
to the harm of the country, the facts
of the situation.

The hon. Minister said that they
are taking all steps to inform the
public what should be done. They
have given 10 “do’s” and “dont’s”.
The truth is, the first three are really
one, so there are only seven. But that
was only done this year. When the
deaths were taking place in Berbice
they said that there was no reason
for alarm; there was no epidemic.
Over 1,000 persuns had aireadybeen

s

]
>
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affected in Berbice. That is why we @
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have b t this matter to be venti-
lated in House.
6.10p.m.

Mr. Chandisingh: I shall not be
long, and I crave Your Honour’s in-
dulgence to say one or two things on
this subject. I had expected that the
hon. Minister of Health would have
attempted to dazzle us with science,
and that he would have attempted-to
make excuses based on the technical
points, but he has not done anything
of the sort. I would say that in his
prepared statement he has not
answered some of the points made by
the Opposition. Possibly that is due
to the fact that he already had this
statement prepared.

The Minister has said that we
should not bring politics into this
question of human life. I agree with
him to a certain extent, but I would
also like him to note that politics
plays a very great part in health as
in other matters. Politics nourishes
the rich and excludes the poor and
vice-versa. — There- is-a -very good
example in what I have seen during
the two or three months since the
outbreak of this epidemic. It so hap-
pens that I have a very closerelation-
ship with the areas in which the
largest number ofdeaths has accured.
That area is where 1 now reside,
Albion. It was quite clear that hun-
dreds of cases were afected with the
disease, long before the Government
admitted the seriousness of the epi-
demic.

I remember I was amazed to find
that the Government did not take
action earlier in this matter, o erely
on the point of publicity. So far as
my observation goes, it was only
when the Mirror, made the challenge
and offered to print daily whatever
oubhclty the Govermment wished to
issue to protect the children, that
some action was taken on this score.
The Ministry had previously denied
the outbreak of gastro-enteritis.

20TH JANUARY,

1967 Epidemic 2813

As a matter of fact, the Ministry
has a health education division, which,
I presume is still fumctioning. Many

us who know something about how
the Ministry should function must ask
ourselves what was done during this
period, and why much more was not
done?

Just by way of example: I notice
that within the last few days the Gov.
ernment has been given publicity on
the radio to this matter and has been
calling upon parents to take their
children to be vaccinated against
polio.  That shows that proper action
is now being taken, but I wonder
whether one or two cases have not
created fears in the minds of the
members of the Government which
led them to the realisation that child-
ren between certain ages should be
protected from an outbreak of polio.

Although this is not the question
under discussion at the moment, it
has a bearing on the matter. What
has happened during the last two
years so far as polio inoculations are
concerned? The previous Govern-
ment saw to it that children reaching
a certain age were given polio in-
oculations. Are children still inocu-
lated against polio at the medical
centres? Has the Government now
realised that children should be pro-

ted from polio?

Every one of my colleagues can
give an example of what is taking
place in connection with this coutbreak
of gastro-enteritis. I have had a re-
port from a parent who said that his
wife took his child to the Georgetowm
Hospital and went to the Qut-patients
Department. I think it was on Friday
13. I am nox sure about the sequence
of things, but by nine o'ciock the Qut-
patients Department stopped look-
ing at children who were brought to
that department. The child could get
no treatment at any other depart-
ment, and it was necessary to seek
the services_of a private medical
practitioner. This situation, in some
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cases, has been repeated at the New
Amsterdam Hospital where, I under-
stand, the QOut-patients Department
is closed half of the day and only in
special circumstances one can go to
the Emergency Department where
nurse may admit a serious case to
he hospital.

In these circumstances, one must
question the adequacy of the Govern-
ment’s measures. We have been told
that the Government was able to
secure the services of very many
doctors, and that their recruitment of
doctors has been fruitful. Several
doctors have come to this country
recently. Why then, when this out-
break of gastro-enteritis has taken
such serious proportions, should there
be only three G.M.O’s at the New
Amsterdam Hospital? I understand
that we have aporoximately four
specialists. It i8 necessary that one
of the G.M.O’s function as an aid, but
he does most of the work of the
specialist who hastorecommendwhat
treatment should be given to a
patient.

It seems to me that the medical
staffing at the New Amsterdam Hos-
pital, which is the main area from
which most of the cases have been
coming, is inadequate. If we have so
many doctors in this country, then
the Government should have seen
fit to start a crash programme to
deal with cases of gastro-enteritis.

It seems to me that,the Govern-
ment had hoped that this epidemic
would die on its own. What has hap
pened is that the children have been
dying at a faster rate than when the
outbreak started It seems tomethat
the policy has been one of misunder-
standing, or there has been ineffici-

‘enCy on the part of the political

Government of shis country. I make

‘this point because I bhave had ex-.
+ perience as & former Minister. Very

the techmical staff inow what’

aften
‘needs to be done and they can-give -
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advice to a Mnister, but_the politi-
cian has a direct responsi Xy to the
public and he knows that if anything
goes wrong he will be responsible.

6.20 p.m.

I would, therefore, lay the blame
on the political head of the Ministry.
Perhaps I should say on the “heads?”,
because of the frequent changes. 1
do not know who is responsible. Itis
not the present Minister as he has
only recently assumed office. I would
blame the entire Government, all the
colleagues of the previous Minister
of Health, for not taking action.

I should like to point out, also,
that the sanitation standards at Al-
bion are very low. Since the recent
heavy rainfall almost all the yards,
including my own, have been flooded
One has to walk through six inches
of water even to go to the toilets,
and these have not been sprayed.
Nobody can remember whenlast they
were snraved. I wender whether the
sanitation - authorities - are - doing
enough. I am not blaming the sani-’
tary inspectors who are trying their
best to do their duties, but do not
have the oil to spray as often as
spraying is required i +-.2 area.

I take this opportunity to call
upon the Government to correct this
grave shortcoming on its part, which
is causing people so much suffering.
Members of the Government have
spoken about the number of deaths
being very small but like my col-
league the hon. Dr. Ramjohn, who
should know better thanI, I would say
that many of the deaths are not re-
corded.

This situation, furthermore, is
causing ‘a lot of concem to people.
It must cause parents and mothers,
in particular, greatdistress whenthey
know that their children are afflicted
with this dreaded disease. Last night
I happened to meet a young man
whose younger brother andsisterhad
just “come down” with ‘the disease

i
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and one of them was hospitalised. If
one wert' round the area of Bloom-
field and Letterkenny one would find
that all the children in some families
are catching the disease.

On the one hand, the Minister
tried to say that drugs were available
and then, as by hindsight, he claimed
that in any case drugswerenot neces-
sary because all that was needed was
to give intravenous. injections which
would produce results. Letusassume
that the disease was not carried by
a virus. I happen to know that cer-
tain types of drugs were not available.
In New Amsterdam, when the affair
“blew up” in the Press, the authorities
in the hospital had to send every day
for drugs. When the roads were im-
passable the drugs could not be ob-
tained, either because oflack oftrans-
portation or because thedrugsdid not
arrive in time. The Minister cannot
disclaim that on certain days the
roads were impassabie.

.I should like to call upon the
Government to give an assurance
that it will make available the ad-
ditional medical and ancillary staff
necessary to cope with the problem
that the Minister himself has out-
lined, that is, the problem of ensuring
that dehydration does not take place
in those children who are affected.
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If the drugs required are not avai-
able, then there would seem to be a
big task in the hands of the medical
personnel and the Government.

To me, as a layman, it seemsthat
dehydration calls for closer attention
and more technical and medical skills
in the application of the treatment
that is necessary. We are not satis-
fied that this has been given, parti-
cularly when we recall what I pointed
out with respect to the staffing of the
New Amsterdam Hospital. The same
conditions apply to the institutions
at Skeldon and Port Mourant, as the
G.M.O. of the district is supposed to
be looking after the hospital.

In conclusion, we claim that the
Government has shown callousness
and ineptitude in protecting the lives
of people about whom it pretends to
be so concerned. It is nor so con-
cerned about the lives of the poor as
it is with the rich. I can do no more
than call upon the Government to
remedy its errors and satisfy the real
demands of the public of Guyana.

ADJOURNMENT
Resolved, “That this Assemblydo
now adjourn until Monday, 23rd Jan-
uary, 1967, at 2 p.m.” — [Mr. Bissem-
ber.]

Adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m.
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