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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

The Assembly met at 2 p.m. 

Prayers 

Mr. Deputy Speaker in the Chair 

Present 

His Honour the Deputy Speaker, Mr. O.E. Clarke 

Members of the Government 

Ministers (13) 

The Honourable L.F.S. Burnham, Q.C., 
Prime Minister 

Dr. the Honourable P. A. Reid, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 

The Honourable R. J. Jordan, 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

714 



























4.9.69 National Assembly 2.40 - 2.50 p.m. 

"The functions of the Association shall be the performance of any of the following 

services-

(a) the protection, promotion and advancement of the interests of rice producers
generally;

(b) the proposal of any measures including co-operative schemes of all kinds
conducive to the maintenance or extension of production in the industry; ... "

It is well known all over this country that the Guyana Rice Producers Association has 

failed to carry out any of these functions in the interest of the development of the rice industry. 

It is very obvious that the facts, over the yeaxs, speak up against the Association very eloquently 

because, as I have repeated in this House, when rice production was first introduced in this 

county the yield per acre was 17 bags of 140 pounds per bag, but unfortunately the yield has 

been decreasing over the years and in recent years all we can claim to produce is an average of 

eleven or twelve bags per acre. 

You will remember, Mr. Speaker, that the Guyana Rice Producers Association had 

certain functions in this exercise but notwithstanding those functions the yield per acre has 

decreased. 

2.50 p.m. 

Over the yeaxs, however, the R.P.A. has gathered $2 Yo, million from the R.M.B. by way 

of gra11ts, etc. One would have thought that it would have demonstrated the type of interest in 

the overall industry tlmt would have given this country some sign of the development of the rice 

industry as far as increased production per acre is concerned. Instead, this organisation has 

thought it fit to pursue other ends and the rice industry has taken a second place. Since 1958, the 

R.P .A. was involved in the rice industry as far as grants and aids were concerned. During the

period 1958/1959 it received $63,685.98. 
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4.9.69 National Assembly 2.50 - 3.00 p.m. 

I have already said that $2 million will be spent on pest control, paying the organisation, 

insuring the farmers, scholarships, chemicals to millers, improving drainage and irrigation, 

looking after the package and storage of padi, giving loans to farmers, agricultural machinery, 

looking after the husbandry of the rice cultivation, and also assisting in the development of the 

new strain that was introduced recently. Instead of assisting, this Association has been engaged 

in misleading and misdirecting the farmers. 

Consequently, it is thought fit at this time that the loan grant from the R.M.B. should not 

be awarded the R.P.A. This Association did not only receive grants and aids to the tun.e of $2 Y,

million but it owes to the R.M.B. nearly $100,000 for all sorts of other things that one would 

have thought would have been paid for by the farmers: spares, pumps, seed padi. These are 

goods that the farmers have paid for or are supposed to have paid for but still, as I said, that 

Association owes to the R.M.B. nearly $100,000. 

The main point on which emphasis must be stressed is the low yield that is evident over 

the years and so this Government has decided to reorganise the industry so that it can be taken 

care of from cultivation right on to marketing, in the firm belief that all the farmers, moreso the 

small farmers who cannot afford on their own to improve the industry, will be given the 

necessary assistance. Already work is being done in this direction for us to proceed apace in 

moving some of the obstacles. 

It is impo1iant that this Bill be approved by the House and I am certain that all those who 

are interested in the development of the small rice farmer, removing him from a subsistence 

farmer to one who can take care of his welfare and change his standard of living to the better, 

would certainly support the passage of this Bill through the House. At this stage there is not 

much more to say. The objects in the Bill are clear and I am certain that all the Members of this 

House will give their support to this measure. 

Mr. Ram Karran: Mr. Deputy Speaker --
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4.9.69 
	

National Assembly 
	 2.50 — 3.00 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The question has not been pro 

for discussion. You may speak now, hon. Member. 

Mr. Ram Karran: There is an old saying by the old p 

nah gat ah plate." If the ancients who coined this gem had 1 

Fascism, they would have added to that perhaps something 

P.N.C." I think the hon. Minister of Finance, who has add 

occasions, was really at some disadvantage. Perhaps he  

osed as yet. I propose the matter 

ople, "Play wah rice gat ah pat he 

arnt anything about the theory of 

like this, "But all gone with the 

essed this Assembly on so many 

perienced a sense of shame, or :■■ 

perhaps something worse than that, in presenting this measu e to the House. I propose to deal 

with what he said at a later stage but, in the meantime, I wish o say that this industry, as the hon. 

Minister declared some time ago, started a long time ago un er very severe restrictions, but the 

slaves trying to escape the rigours of that system found them elves in the back lands cultivating 

rice under what the ruling class at that time regarded as illegal conditions. 

We read in the few records of this very difficult peri• d of the action taken by the ruling 

class. We read also of what followed that, how the indentu ed labourers, as soon as they had 

broken the shackles, that is at the expiration of their contrac , began to cultivate a little rice on 

the subsistence level. The industry slogged on with severe di ficulties, difficulties of every kind, 

until the end of it is in sight because of a set of parasitical — do not want to say "characters" —

because of a parasitical government which seeks perhaps, s is recorded in a booklet called 

MyBrother Forbes, to carry out the threat by the hon. Prime Mister against a certain section of 

the Guyanese population. 

I do not want to go very far back but I should like o recall that, during World War I 

when it was difficult for the middlemen, the Chamber of Co merce and those people whom this 

Government represents were able to make fantastic profits b exporting British Guiana's rice —

as this country was then called — to Trinidad and to the nearer West Indian markets. 
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