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MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 2nd December,
1942, as printed and circulated, were
confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

MrsteADING NEWSPAPER IIRADLINE.

Tur DPRESIDEXNT: I have to
announce to hon. Members that if we
were sitting ‘under the new Constitu-
tion I would have to say “No quorum”
and adjourn, but with that useful
Official bloc I am able to continue the
business.

I have a precis of the telegrams I
have had from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies on the sugar position
which I shall ask the Clerk to circulate
to hon. Members at a convenient
oppertunity to-day. With reference
to that I would like to say omne thing.
The hon. Member for New Amsterdam
(Mr. Woolford) advised that we should
be careful not to have misrepresented
what is actually happering, and there-
upon I took the precautiom te ask the
Press to submit to me the draft of
what they were going to publish. That
was done, but one of the newspapers
has been too quick for me, that is the
The draft was sub-

mitted by both  mnewspapers—the
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Daily Argosy with headlines, and the
Daily  Chroniele without Theadlines.
The leading headline in the Daily
Chronicle — “ Sugar  Production Cut
Ordered by UK. Government”—is
simply mot true and is misleading.
There is mnothing in what I said
to justify that. What I did say was
that the position was menacing
with respect to shipping, and that
we would Dbe unable to ship all our
sungar in 1943, not that there will
be a cut in production. That will con-
tinue. Then I said ihat it will mean
that we shall have to look forward to
a progressive decline in the planting,
and production of sugar. I did not
gav that a cut has been ordered here
and mnow Dby the TUnited Xingdom
Government. It is merely common-
sense, that if we canmnot ship all omr
sngar  we should endeavour to do
something else useful with the labour,
machinery and land available. But
again T have to point out that headlines
are somefimes misleading, and I will
have to ask the Press to submit to me
headlines also in future.

The business to-day is to proceed
with the Estimates under ITead ITI.—
Agriculture. As regards our future
business we ecan sit to-morrow and
Wednesday and Thursday of next week.
But, personally, T shall be unable to
sit with the Council after Thursday of
next week:; I hope to be able to get

through the Estimates by then. We
will see how we proceed.
EsTriMaTEs—1943,
The Council resolved itself into

Committee and resumed consideration
of the Estimates of Expenditure to be
defrayed from Revenue for the vear
ending  3lst December, 1943, which
had Dbeen laid on the table.

ACRICULTURF.

Mr. JACOB: Sir, when the Committee
adjourned yvesterday afternoon I was
making the point that in spite of the
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fact that everything was being done to
increase the production. of food of every’
kind, T could mnot see very much
material advancement or improvement;
prices of locally grown foodstufls are
very high due to scarcity, and had it not
been for shipments of flour coming in
fairly regularly recently the position
would have been very alarming. Tt is
not only locally grown food that is
searce but, as Your Iixccllency stated
in your review, we have to import
coffee, and T don’t know if we are still
importing edible oil. At one time we
did export those articles. As regards
cattle, T think there is still a seareity
die to the reaping of rice recently and
the short drought. The price of milk
has risen also. All of this tends to
show that there is something definitely
wrong with this Department. Year in
and vear out we are told that evervthing
is being done., but during recent years
things have gone from bad to worse.
This Department is being advised, I
think, by a Board. Tooking at the
personnel of that Board I am not at, all
impressed with it. Personally I think
some of the members are there too
long. Some persons believe that once
they are appointed to serve on a Board
they should be there for life, whether
they attend the meetings or not. I do
not think that is the correct view. I
think the Board of Agriculture should
be changed. T think that if this Board
had a large majority of Tlected Mem-
bers, who are responsible to the people
for their election to this Council and to
the Execntive Council. there would be
ereater material progress particularly
in this Department. You have several
members of this Board who have no
responsibility to anybody. They go to
the meetings when they like, sit when-
ever they like and do exactly what
they like. Not only is it the case with
this Board but other Boards also. This
Board is definitely not suited to con-
tinue. Tt has been found to be very un-
suitable 1o advise the Director of Agri-
culture as regards agriculture generally.
T say these things for Your Excellency’s
information because I know you are
very busy. and I do not know if you
had the time to go into the personnel
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of these Boards. It is time that the
personnel of these several Boards and
several Committees be gone into with
the view of seeing if more useful mem-
bers cannot be placed on them to
advise Government.

Touching on the production of rice
—I am not going to touch on the Rice
Marketing Board—what is the position?
Before rice was controlled, 30,000 tons
of rice was exported, but this year T
hardly think the exports will be more
than 20,000 tons. Last year it was
less than that. There must be some-

thing wrong. Rice is not being pro-
duced. In Your Excellency's review

vou gave us a reason. On page 9, the
last paragraph, Your Excellency states:

_ “The acreage under rice, for the 1942
Autumn crop. shows a reduction compared
with the previous year, according tn early
crop estimates. The shortfall is principal-
ly on the West Coast. Berbice, and is due
mainly to attractive employment offering
in other fields. For the 1943 Spring crop,
strenuous efforts are being made to stimu-
late increased production on the sugar
estates, especially in Berbice, where
hitherto a Spring crop has not hecn
grown.”

I heard that statement made by the
hon. Colonial Treasurer three years
ago, and he named the estate to-day—
Blairmont Estate—where they are doing
all they can to increase the production

of rice. I took the trouble to
follow that wup, and I am almost
certain that there has mnot been a

single acre of increased rice production
during the last three years on that
estate named by him. Tn fact there
has been a reduction, not only on this
estate but in that area. What is the
cause? The area is dependent for its
irrigation on the estates or, in other
words, the estates are mainly responsi-
ble for the irrigation of that area.
While it is true that rice cannot be
planted without water, why cannot
Government take a keener interest and
see that the people are not dependent
on the sugar estates and get some
independent source of water supplyv for
them? T Thave written the hon.
Colonial Secretary about the West

LeersLaTIvE COoUNCIL.
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Recently, in view of
certain statements made in high
Government  circles, I forwarded
to Government in the orviginal those
Jetters I had received. so that Govern-
ment could see the tenor of them and
be convinced that they are not inspired
or invited. What is the position? I
respectfully submit in all humility that
the shortfall in rice production on the
West Ceast, Berbice, is not mainly due
to the people going to other parts of

Coast, Berbice.

the Colony to work. I think Your
Excellency has been misled in that
matter. The Secretariat has several

letters from people in that area point-
ing out that they want water, that they
want an independent supply of water.
They even pointed out the extreme
difficulty thev had in obtaining seed to
plant. during the last Spring Crop and,
I believe, Your Excellency took personal
action in the matter, and while the
people were willing to pay for the seed
T think the
Your

people are verv grateful to

Cxcelleney for that.

fact is that something is

wrong somewhere, not only
with this Department but with the
people advising the Department and
the people controlling several large
areas in this Colonv. I wish to say
that we are in a very favourable
position to supply the whole West
Indies with rice. We can double or
treble our production of rice if we do
the thing in the right way. "We can
produce 30,000, 50,000 or 60,900 tons of
rice for export within a few years if
serious attempts are made to do it, but
I am sorry to say serious attempts are
not being made not even now, Your
Excellency, to double or treble our
production of rice. There is a lack of
confidence somewhere. Perhaps, Your
Excellency is surprised to hear that,
but T move about the country—recently
T have been going to various, parts of
the country every week-end—and I
know what I am talking about. T
always listen to what is told to me. T
urge Government if it wants increased
production of food to radically change

The
definitely
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its system. The matter has been raised
in the House of Commons. On the 2ith
June, 1942, certain questions were asked

by Mr. David Adams and other
Members of Parliament about the
rice prodnction in British Guiana

and the TUnder-Secretary of State for
the Colony replied to the effect that
committees have been reorganized and
everything is Dbeing done to increase
the production of rice and foodstuffs. I
think the situation must be faced. We
have all the means of doubling or
trebling our production of rice. Why is
it not done? Terhaps, T am looking for-
ward to a job to see after it. That is
what T am told when I suggest any-
thing. T will certainly do the job but
for gratis. I can do the job.

A petition, dated March, 1942, ands
signed by 5499 persons, was sent toj
Your Ixcellency. That petition was
gponsored by the hon. Member for
Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) and myself.
‘What has happened? We have not
been treated with the courtesy of a
reply. Those people have asked for
something, but I am sure they will not
get it. Why should they? They are
here to be toilers—hewers of wood and
drawers of water. They are not to get
a living wage. They are not to get
anything substantial from the ecrops
they plant. They must Dbe satisfied
with 2/- a day, which is not even
sufficient to provide dogs’ food. 5499
persons have signed a petition asking
for certain specific things and making
certain specific recommendations. Your
Excellency has that petition Dbefore
you. I do mot know what the Rice
Expansion Committee is doing, but I
do know that one member of that Com-
mittee is hardly ever present in the
Legislature. Tt is in the knowledge of
Government that he takes very little
interest in the public welfare of the
Colony. yet that Member of this
Council was appointed on that Com-
mittee.  The people have a suspicion
as to his presence on that Committee,
and it is well that Government knows
about it. Day after day I come to this
Legislature, but I do not see the homn.
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Member who sits on my right. If this
is taken as an indication of what he
does on Committees and Boards, then
the sooner Your Excellency revises the
method of appointing persons to Com-
mittees and Boards the better it will
be for all of us. As a maiter of fact, T
think, that hen. Member had rvesigned
from this Tegislature, ‘but for some
reason or other le is still a Member.

I am concerned with the progress and
prosperity of this country, the land
of my Dbirth, the land where T live and
expect to die. I want to see progress
here. If I have spoken strongly it is
because I feel very strongly about it. T
have given all my life and efforts to the
progress and development of this
country. Probably Your Txcellency
and your advisers are suspicious as to
my motives. T eannot understand why,
although I have Dbeen a MembDer of
this Council for seven vears, I have
not been put on any permanent Board
or Committee. Why is it, may T ask?
Have I not taken sufficient interest in
public affairs to be abhle to advise
this Government? Is it because I will
not “cow-tow” and “hobnol” with
those of (fovernment and those who
advise CGtovernment that T am not on a
single Board? T did mot place myself
here. T have ihe complete confidence
of my constituency, and I challenge
anyone to dispute that. But I have
not the confidence of certain Members
of this Council. particularly those of
the Txecutive Council, because I do not
agree with their policy. If I had
agreed with their policy T would have
heen “hail fellow well met” with them.
But why should I?

My constituency is very much
cerned about this Grow More Tood
campaign. I am satisfiedl they have
very little confidence in what is going
on. I went there a few months ago
and spoke strongly to them to put more
confidence in Government. The Dis-
triet Commissioner can tell you that T
went around with him and impressed
upon the mneople to give the adminis-
tration a chance, What does all this

con-
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tend to? I know what it fends to,

and T am very sorry Your Excellency
has Dbeen very wrongly and badly
advised on many matters. I am sorry
to say that from my seat in this Legis-
lature.

Mr. SEATORD I am rising for
information! I was not in my seat at
the opening. May I ask if we are still

dealing with the Agricultural vote?

Tueg CHAIRMAN :
ber started the
Agricultural vote.

The hon. Mem-
discussion on the

Mr. JACOB: I am talking about
the Grow More Food campaign and
other things. If my hon. friend had
been here on time and he was listening
he would not have interrupted. There
is another matter I wish to refer to.
It has been brought to my notice that
for the Rice Tixpansion Scheme in the
Mahaicony—-Abary area rice mills have
been vpurchased. I do mot know if
there has been any authority to pur-
chase rice mills or even to rent rice
mills. T have seen no authority any-
where. That is tackling a very big
question. This Giovernment is going to
operate rice mills in the Mahaicony-
Abary area. Government is going to
buy padi and operate rice mills. Tf
Government were to take over the whole
rice industry, not only the marketing
side of it but the milling and produc-
tion, I think, it would be a very good
thing. Tt may be the beginning of the
taking over of every other industry. I
am in for the nationalization of every
industry of the world. Therefore I
say do so, but do not Dbegin, as you
lhave done, with rice—with the market-
ing.  Government has begun with
marketing before producing, and now
Government is going to mill bhefore
abtaining the product. For goodness
sake Dbegin by producing, then don the
milling and then the marketing. You
cannot mill when you.have not pro-
duced.  There is very little increased
production of rice in the Mahaicony-
Abary area. I had asked certain ques-
tions and got a reply that a census was
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not taken- I ask again for the exact
figures of rice acreage and quantity of
production for every part of the Colony
so that we can know what progress is
being made. I would be glad to be
advised as to what authority Govern-
went has for purchasing rice mills in
the Mahaicony—Abary area, and whether
it is the policy of Government to own
and operaie the whole rice industry
from production to marketing. I would
be glad to be advised on that.

Professor DASII (Director of Agricul-
ture) : Sir, there is very little that T
need say as the result of the remarks
made by hon. Members but, I think, I
should deal first of all with the remarks
of the hon. Member for Berbice River
(Mr. Eleazar), made yesterday after-
noon. T certainly appeal to the hon.
Member to observe the rules of the
ecame in the debate. As a Member of
this Council T enjoy the same privileges
as the hon. Member does and I can be
just as ungenerous to him as he has
been to me, but I am not going to
follow his example because that sort of
ihing does not help argument. I have
never questioned the hon. Member’s
sincerity when it comes to legal mafters
in this Council, and I do mnot think it
is fair that he should question mine
as regards agriculture. After all the
Director of Agriculture—

Mr. ELEAZAR: To a
correction! I never
hon. Member's sincerity.

point of
questioned the

Professor DASH: I may say that
a Director of Agriculture after all
must be primarily concerned with facts.
It will be a grave breach of con-
fidlence in an officer of my responsi-
bhility for me merely to say “Yes” to
propositions when they come up just
for possibly the temporary advantage
of popularity, when in my own con-
sciousness I know that the answer
ought to be “No.” It does seem to me
that the hon. Member from time to
time in this Council appears to place
a low value on the mental probity of
scientifically ' minded persons.  This
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much I will say in this connection,
that every intelligent person who has
visited this country and studied its
problems has mnever disagreed with
my main conclusions.

With regard to tobacco, I think it is
generally known that it has been al-
ways a highly controversial subject as
to whether this Colony can produce
tobacco in commercial quantities and in
competitieon with other colonies and
countries more favourably placed. The
Department of Agriculture had tried
it and found that expert advice was
necessary in dealing with the problems
which it encountered. On my own
representations to  Government the
Secretary of State for the Colonies
approved of a scheme and. provided
funds for us to get the services of
one of the best informed men in the
British Fmpire on the practical side
of tobacco production and curing. In
that officer’s reports he has indicated
that the main difficulties he has met
with have nothing to do with curing
whatever. Ie has had success in
curing but the hazards of climatic con-
ditions and the soil make it unlikely to
obtain crops in commercial quantities
in this Colony. Occasionally we will
get reasonable crops but we will not
succeed year after year-

The story the hon. Member has told
is one he has given two or three times
in this Council, and he has been
corrected that many times to my
knowledge. Tt all points to the fact
that the story has been twisted in being
told from mouth to mouth like a good
many other stories. It has always
‘come about through the misuse or mis-
understanding of the word “curing.”
I have taken the trouble to find out
something more abhout'this matter, and
what has been told to me is this:.

“The questioner asked the Tobacco
Officer if he could help him with the
curing of “Black Fat” tobacco, but actually
what he wanted to know was not the
curing but the processing of “Black Fat”
tobacco. The officer told him that pro-
cessing is a trade secret and it was not
within his knowledge to give.”

3 DrciMbei, 1942
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Tt has nothing to do with the curing
of tobacco leaf. As I pointed out,
according to the officer’s findings that
provides mno great difficulty in this
country, it is the production because
I hope
I shall lhear the last of that story. I
could not follow the hon. Member in
Lis later remarks.

Mr. ELEAZAR: To a point of
explanation! The gentleman is in Bar-
bados and fit is not likely you will
hear anything more about it. That is
the use of pursuing it any further?

Professor DASIH: TFrom his later
remarks T gather that the hon- Member
is in favour of Gevernment re-employving
retired men instead of yvounger men as
Tustructors.  From time to time in this
Council the hon. Member has expressed
himself as being against that practice.
and it is surprising that he should
bring it up again.

Mr. BLTWAZAR: To a point of cor

rection! I said Government should
employ such men for the purpose
of the Grow DMore Food campaign

instead of apprentices. Their business
is to spur on the people to increase
production.

Professor DASH: We are not em-
ploying apprentices. DTassing to the
remarks of the hon. Member for North-
Western District (Mr. Jacob) in con-
nection witlh the prices of produce, 1
think it is an understood matter that is
constantly before Members of the Legis-
lJative Council TFood Production Com-
mittee, as what Your IExcellency is
particularly interested in is the ques-
tion of relieving the consumer of the
higher prices that have been prevailing.
These high prices are not entirely due,
in fact they are not due at all, to any
shortage. The fact is we are having
to substitute a number of things for
articles which are not coming here any
longer, and that is the reason +why
there will appear to be a possible short-
age. There is no shortage, for all the
figures indicate a considerable increased
production in all lines- It is only a
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question ‘of time before prices will come
down a little furthev. There is another
point. Tarmers are enabled to market
their produce more orderly and they
are relieved of much of the anxiety in
dligging out their crops and marketinz
them in a way which will create a glut.
I am surprised to find, however, that
“the hon. Member who represents a
farming constituency appears to resent
the Dbetter prices the farmers are now
getting.

My. JACOB: To.a point of correc-
tion! I think it is very ungenerous
for the hon. Director to state that I
vesent the high prices. I think the
least said about it the Detter. It is
wicked.

Professor DASH: The hon. Member
went on to discuss the question of
production and, I think, hon. Members
of this Council and the general public
realize what war factors mean. In
this instance there has heen a certain
amount of labour shortage, and there
is no question about it that we are
handicapped in various directions—
labour cost and charges of one kind
and another have arisen—and there
is not anything we can do about it.
It is a world condition. I maintain
that our figures all show that there has
been a tremendous uplift in recent
years in our production, and Govern-
ment is trying its very Lest and utmost
in encouraging farmers with improved
facilities of marketing, guaranteed
prices, and in a number of other ways.
If they still do not come forward I
cannot see how Government is to Dbe
blamed for it. It is the peculiarity of
human nature which we cannot con-
irol.

In so far as rice is concerned, many
of the points the hon. Member has
brought forward here are largely his
own opinion and not Dbased on facts.
The doubling and trebling of the rice
crop may seem simple to him, but there
is the question of mililing and market-
ing to be considered. Those in close
contact with the industry appreciate

Trisvative CouNcit.
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that it is certainly our desire and wish
to do everything possible to ensure
that this Colony feeds the West Indies,
and steps are being taken to ensure
that. So far as the present rice crop is
concerned, it is true and we all know
the shortfall is not very great, and the
reason is what Your Excellency has
stated in your review. The actual crop
i®  coming forward very well indeed
and the actual production in spite of
a falling off in acreage to some small
extent, as far as I can sce, is quite
equal to, if not better than, the last
Autumn crop. As far as the quality is
concerned, from what I have seen
of samples coming from the Rice
Marketing Board it is the best I have
ceen in years. There is nothing further
T can usefully add to what I have
stated in reply to the remarks of hon.
MembDers-

‘Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
There is one point which ought not to
be left unanswered, and that is the one
by the hon. Member for North-Western
District about the purchase of certain
rice mills by the Rice Expansion Com-
mittee. In the first place I would like
to say this: I, will shortly lay on the
table a progress report on the work
and expenditure by that Committee
under the terms of a resolution which

was passed in August last. That is
the authority. Your ITxcellency’s
Message relating to that resolution

stated quite definitely that one of the
principal funections of the Committee
and one of the directions in which the
expenditure was to be incurred was
the expansion, if possible, of milling
facilities in the Colony.

As regards the rice mill at Mahai-
cony to which the hon. Member
referred, it is a very good factory, well
situated mear the Railway Station.
It was originally constructed by Messrs.
Wieting & Richter, Ttd., Dbut was
rapidly going out of use and, therefore,
the Committee thought it advisable
to purchase and recondition that
factory, particularly as one of the areas
selected for the mnew works is the
Mahaicony District. That has been
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done. It was purchased for
and it has Dbeen reconditioned-

6,000

The other mill to which the hon.
Member referred is a factory purchased
from the hon. Mr. TPeer Bacchus.
That factory was in disuse and was
purchased, removed and re-erccted at
the Mahaicony mill as a padi bond.
The factory purchased from Mr. Peer
Baechus consisted of a building, engine,
huller, and certain other equipment.
The Duilding has Deen re-erected at
the site of the Mahaicony mill and the
huller is there too, while the engine
lias been sold. The price paid for the
factory is $2,500 and the amount
recovered from the sale of the engine
is either $700 or $S00.

I mention these facts now, as I have
lleard certain remarks lere and also
in the Finance Committec and I want
no misapprehension in the matter. T
think the hon. Member may be a little
more generous in acknowledging the
position of the exports of rice. The
hon. Member and I had something in
the nature of a Contract Bridge game
in respect of our estimates of rice
exports. He made a bid of 8,000 tons
and later raised it to 12,000 toms. I
said it would Dbe 25,000 tons and 1 am
elad to hear the hon. Member say he
thinks it will be 20,000 tons. If the
position improves it may Dbe 22,000
tons. T was therefore 80 per cent.
right and the hon. Member was 60 per
cent. wrong.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: One point
I would like to refer to and that is the
remark by the hon. Member for North-
Western Distriect challenging Your
Excellency’s statement that the reduc-
tion of the rice crop on the West Coast,
Berbice, was mnot mainly due to the
people working elsewhere. T will
agree with the hon- Member that it is
not mainly due to that, but it mainly
contributed to the reduction of the
crop on the West Coast, Berbice. For
the information of this Council T may
say, that so far as that area is con-
cerned the entire area was ploughed
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and seed sown, but unfortunately it
was faulty seed which had been reaped
from the last crop. It will be remem-
bered that at the time of the reaping of
the last crop we had a lot of rain which
interfered with the germination of the
seed during last year, and the people
lost badly through bad germination.

The other question which the hon.
Member raised about drainage and
irrigation is not new to this Cuuncil.
Government  has admitted that the
distriet is very badly drained and irri-
gated and has started such works in
that district so as to improve those

conditions. I only hope that those
works  will De continued and con-
ditions improved. T disagree with
the hon. Member wlhen he says that

the sugar estates in that area usually
supply irrigation water to the farmers
in that area. The estates have never
supplied irrigation water to the
farmers in that area. They have not
sufficient irrigation water for them-
selves and, therefore, can at mno
time spare any water for the growing
of rice even within their vicinity much
less to distribute it over the entire
area.

Mr. JACOB: To a point of correc-
tion ! T mnever said they 'supply the
whole of the West Coast Berbice area-
Blairmont usually supplies some water
to the Cotton Tree district.

Item—LivesTock, $10,000.

Mr. JACOB: T wonder if any
revenue is received under this subbead,
and if so how much? T am inclined to
think that if this thing is done in a
business-like manner the revenue ought
to be received, and there ought not to
be all this expenditure year after year
by the Department-

Professor DASH : There isa cer-
tain amount of revenue shown Dby the
Agricultural Department under Head
IV, but what T feel is that in services
of this kind we should not aim at
making wmoney out of them. I have
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always felt that in this Colony
we ought to make the fees for such
services—stud animals and sale of
improved sires of every description—
as low as we possibly can, and that
policy has had the approval of Govern-
ment and is generally appreciated by
the people who are livestock-minded
up and down the country. I have
taken the trouble to compare our fees
with those charged in certain other
Colonies and have been struck with the
high rates charged. YWe here have
never adopted that policy, certainly not
during my sregimé. The service fee
for a bull is very nominal and the sale
price of eggs, ponltry, and other items
under livestock is very much low. I
think it is a mistake to aim at making
revenue at the expense of development.

Mr. JACOB : What I feel is that if
a larger number of these animals are
kept thev will pay for themselves. T
do mot mean that the fees for such
gervices should be more, but that the
services of expert and other advice and
supervision should be paid for.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to
say for the purpose of record that I
regret that the Colonial Office should
have thought it advisable to appoint a
Livestock Officer frem  abroad when
there is an oflicer here, from what
everyone hears from those who ceme
into contact with the question of live-
stock, who is very competent and who
may have Dbeen given this post. Tt
seems to me that in future, perhaps
when this new officer arrives here, you
may have the question of leave arising.
Then you will have the, Veterinary
Officer DLeing able to act for the Live-
stock Officer as he is doing mnow, but
on the other hand when the Veterinary
Officer goes on leave the Livestock
Officer will not be in a position to act
for him and someone eclse will have to
be Drought in to do so. It does scem
regrettable that when there is a local
man who can fill the post competently,
according to the opinion of everyone
with a knowledge of the matter, the
appointment should be made outside
the Colony.
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Mr. JACOB: There is something
about a Marketing Officer!

Trie CHHAIRMAN : It comes under
Colonial Development and Welfare.

Mr. JACOB : I have a recollection
that one of the officers of the Depart-
ment went to the United States of
America to study the question of
Economic Marketing. If it is found
desirable to appoint someone I think
that the officer in the Department 1
Lave referred to should Dbe appointed
instead of someone from abroad. I do
not know what is there to be marketed
at the moment. We cannot supply the
markets that want our goods. I think
it is a step in the wrong direction, and
possibly it may Dbe a very good idea
if  this officer is going to advise
us how to market some of our officers
from here rather than our products.
We want a Troducing Officer rather
than a Marketing Officer. We cannot
supply the West Tndies with all we
can produce. Whatever we produce can
be sold without any trouble. I do not
know what we are going to gain by
this appointment.

Head passed as amended.

ANALYST DEPARTMENT.

Mr. ¢ V. WIGHT : I noticed in
the Official Guzette of two Saturdays

ago that one of the oflicers of the
Agriculiural Department has been

given well merited promotion to the post
of Government Analyst. I do hope that
will not block the promotion of anyone
who is in the Depariment below the
line. It seems to me, as in the case
of the Government Amnalyst who was
in the Department for some years and
liad his promoticn blocked when there
was a transfer, that the 1st Assistant
Analyst will have the same fate meted
out to him now in that.his promotion
will be blocked Dbecause thisx officer will
have to serve f'or another 10 or
15 years in that post. I do hope Gov-
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ernment will make every endeavour in
some form or other to promote this
Officer elsewhere.

The CITAIRMAN:
in mind.

It will Le bhorne

IIead agreed to.

COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE.

Mr. JACOB: I was not present at
the TFinance Committee meeting when
this Ilead was considered and I take
this opportunity to record some of my
comments om this Department. I am
sorry to say that I do not think this
Department is very well served at the
present time or even for some time
past. I was particularly pleased, and
1 think the efficer himself was pleased,
when the Principal Assistant Colonial
Secretary was transferred. I think he
has Dlenefited Ly the transfer and we
have benefited too by allowing him to
go.

Mr. SEAFORD: I do think that is
an unfair statement to make. It is

most unjust for any Member of this
Council to make any such allegation.

Mr. JACOB: I maintain swhat I
have said, and Government knows my
opinion on this matter. I am fully
justified and privileged to make the
statement. As regards the other offi-
cers of this Department I believe that
at least two of them have been there
for too long a time and should be
transferred to other Departments. T
believe from my correspondence with
this Department that several aillicers
there Delieve that the Colonial Secre-
tariat belongs to them and mno one
should interfere or offer any sugges-
fion. MThe {ime has come when these
offtcers  should Dbe promoted. T am
suggesting mnot that they should be
reduced in rank or salary but that
they be promoted elsewhere and that
it will be Dbetter for them and for us.
I would offer the most strenuous
objection if any of the officers of this
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Department is  promoted  to this
vacancy. I think they have dome very
well up to a point and ought to Dbe
sent somewhere else, if not out of the
Ceclony out of this Department. I do
not think it is fuir that officers should
remain in a particular Department a
long mnumber of years, particularly
when they have to do administrative
work. It is definitely unfair that only
a few officers shenld be in the Secre-
tariat indefinitely. I have referred
certain cases to this Department, one
particularly resulting in great hardship
to a poor individual, and what they
do? An officer looks at the file, seces
what had been done when the matter
was raised five years ago and comes to
the same decision. Nothing new is
brought into it. I am referring to the
case of Bowandial. IIis case was
referred to the Commissioner of Lands
and Mines and he lost, then to the
Colomial Secretariat and he lost, then
to Your FExcellency's predecessor who
referred it to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, and he lost.
(Laughter)- But I am glad to be
able to say that after my intervention
and myv pointing out to the Commis-
sioner of Lands and Mines that the
whole system was wrong, the Secre-
tariat was recently so advised by the
Secretary of State and the man has
got his land back. The matter was
in respect of 10 acres of land in the
Demerara River on which there were
permanent ecrops and of which the
holder was Dbeing ‘lispossessed. That
is not the only instance, T ecan point
to several where the Secrctariat has

not acted with fairness to the people
concerned.

Tt i time officers of the Secretariat
realize that they arve servants of the
public and not bosses. Several Officers
in the Secretariat believe that. I can
refer to one case. I had a very im-
portant  letter for the  Colonial
Secretary and sent it by one of my
senior clerks who met the Principal
Assistant  Colonial  Secretary and
handed it to him. After {looking at



141 Estimaics, 1948

the address he told the clerk to hand
it to omne of the messengers to take
to the Colonial Secretary, and my
clerk did so. That may be all right
for the majority of Members of this

Council, but 1 think it is grossly
unfair that a letter having been

handed to an officer who was stand-
ing just by the door of the Colonial
Secretary’s effice he should refuse to
take it and hand it to the addressee.
I feel very strongly about it and
would mnot have made the statement
unless I had felt so. I feel perfectly
satisfied in making the comment even
though hon. Members feel otherwise.

Mr. AUSTIN: 1 would like to say
a few words in connexion with what
the last spealker has said. 1 desire to
enquire wlhether the vresponsibidity
which Your Excellency, the Colonial
Secretary and staff have to face can be
properly served with the small staff
working now. It seems that in these
days where every little tittle-tattle is
sent in a letter to the Colonial Sccre-
tary’s Office by people who ought to
know Detter and it has to Dbe gomne
into something ought to be done to
relieve the Colonial Secretary and the
higher ofificers in his Department of
the vast amount of wretched pro-
paganda which is Deing broadcast
throughout the Colony at the present
time. The hon. Colonial Secretary in
Finance Committee did mnot ask for
anything extra, but T do not think
that Dbecause he did mnot ask the
Department should not be strengthened
by the Tegislature. T feel it iz my
duty . to suggest that something Dbe
done in this direction to relieve the
responsible Officers of the verv heavy
and onerous duties which they now
have to undertake and do under-
take in a  verv faithful and
honest way. We have in the vari-
ous Departments wounger wmen com-
ing along who can be and should
be promoted to responsible positions
in this office. T think it would be in
the best interest of the public as a
whole if it was felt that correspond-
ence and other matters would be dealt
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than is
do feel
and his
of hard

with in a quicker way
possible at the moment. I
that the Colonial Secretary
staff have a tremendous lot
and responsible work at the moment.
and it is unfair to criticize the De-
partment under such conditions as
they are working at this moment.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I did not intend to
speak on this matter but having heard
what the last speaker has said, T think
it is fair that T should endorse every
word he has said. Unlike the hon.
Member for North-Western District
{Mr. Jacob), I have always come to
the Colonial Secretary’s Office at a
time when I am not wanted. I have
found the Colonial Secretary on his
way home with a pile of work, but yet
lie has remained togive me the informa-
tion T want. At mno time have 1
cxperienced any discourtesy or anmnoy-
ance at my appearance or unwill-
ingness to give me the .information
T require. T agree that the staff of the
Department is very efficient and, if
there is any prometion ta  he
given, theyv should get that promotion
where they are. Government should
promote the people of the Colony Dbe-
cause they understand the people, and
very often give hetter service than the
“birds of passage.” Of course present
company is always excepted (laughter).

Mr nE AGUTIATR: There is one point
which struck me rather foreibly and
T wish to clear the atmesphere. The
hon. Alember for North-Western Dis-
trict  suggested the promotien  of!
clerks in  the Celonial Secretary’s
Office to  amother Department or
elsewhere. Omne of my |complaints in
the past—T Dbelieve it is heing accepted,
very gradually it is true, as a mafter
of Government policy—is that where
an  officer is  giving valuable ser-
vice and has had experience in
a  Department it  would Dbe folly
to transfer him to another Depart-
ment. I am sure: that after an
officer has Dbeen for some time in the
Cclonial Secretariat he must have
gained valuable experience. Tersonal-
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1y I would much rather see the system
of promoting officers in their own
Departments improved and extended if
possible.

It is true that I have not the wide
experience of the Secretariat which
the hom. Member for North-Western
District has, and I possibly do not run
there very often, either personally or
by letters, but what I do know is that
the Head of the Department is
burdened with a lot of what the hon.
AMember has referred to as tittle-
tattle, and T have been wondering for
a long time whether it would not be
found practicable to reliecve him of
some of those duties. T.et the Colonial
Seeretary pass those things on to some-
body else and devete his time to more
serious  matters of State. It is ex-
tremely difficult to define the duties of
the Colonial Secretary, hut under Your
Excellency’s guidance he may be able
to leave certain matters to his assist-
ant and te other senior officers of the
Department. It must be remembered
that the Colonial Secretariat is the
clearing house of the Government Ser-
vice. Tiverything goes through there,
and it is also a clearing house for
Members of this Council, and we should
try to relieve the Colonial Secretary of
some of the work whieh should
definitely be passed on to other officers.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
can assure the last speaker that my
assistants do relieve me of a consider-
able amount of work. I do mnot think
hon. Members realize that members of
the public, and also members of the
Service, come back again and again if
they suspect that a letter, which they
have addressed to the Colomial Secre-
tary, and which they consider to be of
ereat importance, has not been seen by
the Colonial Secretary. Only five
minutes ago I was dealing with a
petition to which a reply had recently
been sent, but a letter has now come
back requesting that I submit that
petition to the Governor. That petition
had already been submitted to Your
Excellency and on your authority the
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reply had been sent. 1t is more than
likely that when the petitioner is told
that his petition has already been laid
before the Governcr-in-Council he will
ask that it be forwarded to the Secre-
tary of State. The hon. Member for
Worth-Western District  (Mr. Jacob)
bas given o very good example of that.

The officers of my Department do
relieve me as far as they possibly can
and I am grateful to those Members
who have said that they have been
treated with courtesy by the members
of my staff. I am extremely sorry to
Lear of one complaint that has Dbeen
made. T hope T shall not be told that
there ure several others to which
reference has mnet Dbeen made. The
one complaint was made about an
officer who has left the Colony and I
am sorry that he should have been hit
upon to say something about his ser-
vice to the Colonv. He was a very
loval and hard-working officer and I
am sure if he had heard that statement
he would have had some explination
to make. The hon. Member for North-
Western Wistrict referred to that one
incident. He has not referred to the
many letters which he has sent to my
liouse between 5 p.m. and § p.m., and
he cannot say that one single letter
has been returned. I think on two
occasions I was actually walking into
my gate between half-past 6 and 7
when a letter was handed to me from
the hon. Member, and I have taken it
up to my office in my house and dealt
with it.

The hon. Member for North-Western
District veferred to a petition which
he said went to the Seceretary of State
after he had taken the matter up and
the request of the petitioner was granted.
I hope the hon. Member will let me
have the date of the letter from the
Secretariat conveying that informa-
tion because, speaking from memory,
I think the matter is still under
reference to the Secretary of State.
If T am wrong I should like to
correct that statement.
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With regard to the transfer of
officers  of my Department to other
Departments I am glad to say that
there have Dbeen ~many—not senior
officers, of course, bhecause it would
have been very difficult, since the out-
break of the war. to have earried on
with new senior officers as well as new
junior officers. Since T came here in
1939 there have been many promotions
from the lower ranks. Officers get an
opportunity and they take it, and T

“am glad to say that more than one of
them has been promoted out of the
Colony. Tf my senior officers had been
removed as well it would have heen
extremely difficult to carry on. T have
asked for a small increase of staff and
I am glad that in Finance Committee
AMembers have granted what I asked
for. T should have asked for much
more but the policy hefore you came
liere, sir, was to carry on as bhest as
we could., and T cannot recollect any
inerease of staff since the war hegan.
T am sure that hon. Members realize
the .burden thrown on the Seecretariat
staff owing to the war. T am very
grateful that the small increase for
which T have asked has been granted.

Mr. JACOB: The letter to which T
referred is dated June 6 from the
Colonial Sceretary’s Office advising the
individual concerned that the Secretary
of State regretted that he could mnot
intervene on his bhehalf in conmection
with the land which he occupied.
Since then T took the matter up with
the Department of TLands and Mines
and the man is in possession of the
land again.

Trr COLONTAT, SECRETARY : I
think the. hon. Member said that the
matter was referred to the Secretary
of State after he had taken it up. T
would like him to recall the action
taken. T know he was told that the
matter had been referred to the Secre-
tary of State.

Mr. JACOB: I have here a letter
with your signature dated. the 19th
September, 1942, addressed to me say-
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ing that the matter was receiving
attention. My point is that an error
was made by the Department of Lands
and Mines and confirmed by the Secre-
tariat, the Governor and the Secretary
of State. After T had taken the
matter np the Crown Solicitor advised
the Commissioner of Lands and Mines
that it woul® be the best thing to let
the man to re-ocenpy the land.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
second letter is the one I have in mind,
which says that the matter is receiving
attention. The individunal has not been
removed from the land.

Mr. pe AGUIAR : My complaint is
that the Colonial Secretary had to sign
that letter.

Mr. JACOB: The point was that the
man was removed from the land and
was actually taken to the Magistrate’s
Court. It is a leng story. The cor-
respondence is all here. My point is
that the matter was not properly dealt

with Dby the Secretariat from the
beginning.
Mr. PERCY €. WIGIT: T was

rather disappointed with the Colonial
Secretary’s veply to the ecriticisms of
his Department, and T am going to
repeat what T have said here before.
T am thoroughly satisfied that in the
Colonial Secretary we have a very
capable and hard-working officer, but
he undertakes too much. I am asking
Your Excellency’s personal attention
to one particular phase of the subject. I
do mot think the Colonial Secretary
should be the Chairman of the Trans-
port Board. That is almost a whole-
time jobh, and I feel that the Colonial
Secretary puts himself out tremendous-
Iy in order to carry out those duties.
I think he has said himself that it is
more than one man can do to be
Colonial Secretary and Chairman -of
the Transport Board. He is there
very early in the morning and very
late at might, and the Chairmanship
of the Transport Board is too much
ta put on his shoulders. T am asking
your personal attention to that matter.
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I do not like to hear Ieads of
Departments say that they cannot do
without their senior officers. I object
strongly to such a remark because mno
man is indispensable, and he shouid
not be kept in a position Dbecause lhe
ir useful to a particular Department.
An officer should he given an oppor-
tunity for promotion to another De-
partment. T lave lheard the statement
made in Cemmitiee on more than one
occasion and T take this opportunity
te express my disagreement with it.

Mr. ELEAZAR: T do not think that
o matter which has reached the Taw
Courtis should be sent to Government
at all. A man is dispossessed of his
land and instead of going to the Taw
Courts he goes to the Colonial Secre-
tary. The whole Government, includ-
ing the Secretary of State, is then
Teld up as being incompetent. I do
not know hew the hon. Member had
the merve to bring the matter hefore

the Counecil and make such a fuss
about it.
AMr. JACOB: T cannot understand

my hon. friend. Tle persists in inter-
vening in matters about which he is
ill informed. I have in my possession
two grants with the Governor’s signa-
ture and the Government’s seal. One
is marked “ Absolute grant of Crown
land” and the other * Conditional
erant of Crown land.” The man was
not a squatter:; he was legally entitled
to that land. TIe had lived there for
several vears and had permanent
coffee and coconut trees on the land.

Trnr PRESIDENT : Before putting
the question I would like to say with
all the emphasis at my command that
T support what has been said about
and by the Colonial Secretary. I think
he is carrying en at the moment in
circumstances of extreme difficulty.
The war emergency has brought about
what amounts to a creation of quite
a number of new Government Devnart-
ments—Cemmodity Control. Rice Ixpan-
sion, Food Production, Civil Defence,
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expansion of the Militia and a num-
ber of financial problems—and the
Cclonial Secretary’s Office has been
carrying on without any increase of
staff for @ number of months, and
recently without its Principal Assistant
Coloniul Secretary. T would like to
draw the Council's attention to the
fact that last year the Audit Depart-
ment Lind a larger clerieal staff than
the Colonial Secretariat. We are now
putting on an extra two officers, but
T ask Members to censider the bulk of
work touching the Colony which has
to pass through the Secretariat.

Members are perfectly right in ask-
ing why should the Colemial Secretary
himself have to handle a whole mass
of stuff? The reason is that the public
in this Colony simply forces a matter
right up te the Tlead of a Department
who has to «ign everything. I
referred in my speech to what T called
my fan mail, which involves a bulk
of correspondence, of no great imnort-
ance, for the personal attention of the
Governor. The reply is usually sent
ont that the Governor has read the
document with the greatest intferest
but it is returned to the writer to be
sent  to somebody else. Sometimes it
is sent to the Colonial Secretariat.
That puts a considerable burden on
the Colonial Secretary. Personally I
blame the other Departments which
give the Colonial Secretary far too
much to do to consider things which
the Heads of these Departments might
deal with themselves. T have called
attention to that more than once and
T intend to follow it up.

There is also far tao much posting

about of correspondence between
Department and Department, and T
have told some of them ' that
they must pursue matters them-
selves right un to the final pomt

before they send them to the Colonial
Secretariat for posting to other De-
partments. I had the case the other
day of a comparatively simnle matter
which should have Dbeen dealt with in
four days but teok four months
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instead. My own proposal is, as soon
as I can possibly manage it, to bring
the office of the Commissioner of
Local Government into the Secretariat,
except that part of his staff which
deals with immigrant East Indians.
At present ‘we lhave correspondence
ening on frcm oue end of (Georgetown
to another which should be handled
in the principal office. As soon as T
can possibly do that I hope to bring
it about.

The ton. Member for North-Western
Distriet (Mr. Jacob) has referred to
certain letters sent Dby him to the
Colomial Secretary. T do not know of
the particular one he referred to. bnt
I have given personal direction that
certain of his  letters shonld mnot be
answered. T refer to letters which are
more or less in the form of a legal
query “TTave you ceased heating your
wife—yes or no?” (laughter). This is
no secret; I have told the hon. Mem-
ber so himself.

T will end by expressing my appre-
ciation of the points raised about the
number of Boards on which the
Colonial Secretary sits. I agree with
the point raised by the hon. Member
for Georgetown Central (Mr. Percy C.
Wight) and I would repeat mv ner-
sonal appre(‘iriti'm1 of the tremendons
amount of conscientious work put
by the Colonial Secretary himself.
(applause).

in

Head VI. put and agreed to.

C1STOMS.
Mr. MeDAVID ¢ T move that the
amendments wunder this Tlead as set

out in the report of the Finance Com-
mittee be approved.

ITead put, and agreed to.

EbpucaTroN.
Mr. MeDAVID: 1 move that the
amendments set out in the report of
ile IPinance Committee be approved.
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Mr. ELEAZAR: This Department
Las always had and will always havel
my wholehearted support. I am a
great advocate of education, but while
I endorse everything that is on the
estimate here I still have my “doots,”
and T have always expressed them, as
to the quality of the stuff we get for
the amount we are payving. I admit
the amonnt is not very large, hut we
sheuld get  better quality, and T do
not . know that Government is not a
contributing factor to what T consider
the bad quality of the results which
we get. TIn the first place Gevernment
has undertaken, and rightly too, to
staff all the schools, but vear after
vear when a school is entitled to four
teachers Government savs it can only
have two. What quality of work can
we expect from ‘the schools under such
conditions? The present Dirvector is
certainly carrying on the nolicy of his
immediate predecessor. That officer
and I never agreed on that polier,
because it seemed to me to be only
one of checking expenditure =0 as to
call it retrenchment. T de not think
edncation is the rieght subject for
retrenchment, hut that seemed to be
Lis pet idea and it was carried out.

Year after year examinations are
held for pupil teachers at which 200
or 300 boys and girls pass. Then
what is called an appointment exam-
ination is held, and 60 of the 300 are
seleeted, Dut only 30 are emnloved. and
the others go out of {eaching
altogether. T cannot understand that
at all, and so far as T am aware no
attempt has been made to remedy that
state of affairs. If Government
undertakes to staff the schools no
school should be kept wnder-staffed
only to save expense. The schools
should have their full complement of
teachers. It is absurd to expect a
single ‘teacher to teach 80 children
properly in one class.

Another phase of the matter is one
which is purely departmental. I do
not think the Department should take
up so much of the teachers’ time in
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trying to inculeate certain methods
into the schools. I Thave Theard
teachers complain over and over that
if they do mot adopt the methods of
teaching suggested hy the officers of
the Department they are given had
marks. The result is that teachers
are compelled to adopt those methods
although they do not agree with them.
T know it was the poliey of the last
Director that teacliers shonld abandon
the teaching of formal grammar in the
schools in favour of spoken FEnglish.
A child is expected to learn to speak
the English language without being
taught formal grammar. Good hand-
writing, which was at one time con-
sidered a passport to sucecess in life,
is non-existent because copvbooks have
Been abolished from the schools, why I
cannot tell. Writing depends very
much upon imitation. Those are things
which have a bearing upon the quality
of what is being taught in the schools.
I know that the hon. Mr. Jackson does
not agrea with me, but it is my opinion
that the handwriting in the schools
has deteriorated immensely.

The West Indian Readers which are
now being wused in the schools on the
recommendation of the Tdueation
Denartment have mo literary merit.
and T think it is high time that the
Department have mno literary merit,
Roval Readers until we ecan get some-
thing hetter. T cannot understand the
reason for the chanee from those
elassies to the West TIndian TReaders
which should be bought by Govern-
ment and burnt. They do the children

no good but a tremendous amount of
harm.

T cbserve sonie further provision in
the estimate for additional Attendance
Officers. T suppose that is dne to the
constant comvplaint by the hon. Mem-
ber for North-Western Distriet (Mr.
Jacob) that so many children are out
of school. Tf some parents prefer to
send their children to work for Gd. per
day rather than to school who is to
be Dblamed for that? Government has
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agreed to the idea that it should pro-
vide additional Attendance Officers to
drive children into school, but it has
not the school space to accommaedate
the children. That is an anomaly
surely. The reason why children are
not accepted in school until they arve
six vears is because there is not suffi-
cient accommodation in the schools.

Tor CITAIRMAN : T am afraid 1

must point out ihat there is not a
quorum  present. This is another
example that 1ihe Council is Dbeing

maintained by ihat useful official dloe.
(laughter).

(Several Official and Unofficial Mem-
bers who were in the gallery then
returned to the Chamber).

Mr. ELEAZAR: Your Execelleney is
secing the vyesult of your Tinance
Committee. Members attend the meet-
ings of that Commiitee so as to avoid
coming here to say what they should
sav. Thev attended those¢ meelings
very well because they could do so at
their leisure, but the result is—lock at
the vacant chairs here. You see what
it will mean when you try to help
Members by shortening their work in
Tinance Committee.

Mr. SEATFORD: I regret that the
hon. Member did not attend the meet-
ings  of the Finance Committee. Tt
might have shortened these proceedings
by an hour.

Mr. WOOD: Tt must be disappoint-
ing to the hon. Member to find that he
can only get a quorum to listen to him
when that quorum is brought foreibly
into the Chamber. (laughter).

Mr. ELEAZATR: That is why I did
not attend the meetings of the Com-
mittee. The hon. Mr. Austin will tell
yeu that I told him that Members
attended there in order to avoid cam-
ing to the Council. Yook at the
result,
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The CITAIRMAN: Look at what the
hom. Member has missed.

Mr. ELEAZAR: T am told by a
Member here that we have mever had
the Governor in the chair in Finance
Committee before. By its own action
Government is preventing itself from

getting the full benefit from what it.

is spending cn education. There is
one thing I cannot avoid saying, and
that is that T sece a sort of deadlock
over the matter of the school build-
ings. In spite of the fact that the
point has been raised by some high
authority T do mot think it is good
policv to contend that the present
buildings belong to the Churches and
because thev are private property Gov-
ernment should mnot spend money on
them. T think that savours of ingrati-
tude. The denominations have been
spending money for years om their
school buildings before Government
thought of making contributions to
their maintenance, and Dbecause Gow-
ernment is mnow asked to pay some-
thing more it savs it will not repair

the  Dbuildings  because they are
private property. I do mot think it is
fair. © Wherever a school can Dbe

enlarged in its present condition it
should be enlarged. These are some of
the defects which Government should
cure if it expects to get full value from
what it is spending on education.

T wish to compliment those teachers
who have qualified themselves. A
teacher who devotes his time to study
and matriculates, or gets a degree,
deserves cvery encouragement, and the
children in his schocl must derive some
benefit from the knowledge he has
acquired. I hope the achievements of
those teachers will be an incentive to
many others to qualifv themselves. Tt
is a matter for the Education Depart-
ment and Government, but I think
those teachers who have so qualified
ihemselves without any expectation of
remuneration, apart from the salaries
they earnm, deserve some consideratiom.

Mr. JACKSON: There are some
people who subscribe to the statement

Lecrsrative CoUNcIL

—Committee 154

that “as it was’'in the Dbeginning so
shall it be to the end,” and I am not
surprised at the speech made by the
hon. Member for Berbice River (Mr.
Eleazar). I know that his desire to
see the children af the Colony properly
educated is as great as anyone else’s,
and that if it were possible to increase
tha Bducation vote by a million dollars
he would be satisfied, but I think it
i right to inform him that as the
world advances antiquated methods are-
dropped and modern views are accepted
and acted upon.

The hon. Member referred to the
old system of having one examination
for pupil teachers at the beginning of
their career, and bemoaned the fact
that at the present time they have to
pass a second and qualifying examina-
tion before they are appointed. The
present system is an improvement on
the old system. TFor one thing it gives
a larger number of children an oppor-
tunity to obtain what is called the

T’rimary School Certificate. The old
candidates examination  has been
abolished. At that examination only

those who intended to make teaching
their profession took part, but the
present system gives a child who has
spent a number of years in a primary
gchool an opportunity to acauire a
certificate showing the standard it
attained Dbefore leaving school. I
know as a matter of fact that in cer-
tain places of employment a Primary
School Certificate is regarded as a
necessity. Quite recently I saw an
advertisement for messengers in the
Tostal Service, and one of the condi-
tions was that applicants should have
a Primary School Certificate. The
position is that as hundreds of children
obtain that .certificate they canmot all
be employed as pupil teachers, con-
sequently an appointment examination
has to be taken. There is mothing
wrong about that, and I think it is an
improvement on the old system.

The hon. Member also mentioned
that teachers have cemplained that
they are compelled to adopt certain
methods of teaching which they are
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vot in favour of. Some teachers teach
a  subject like Nature Study in the
form of a catechism instead of taking
the children outside and giving them
an opportunity to use their eves in a
proper wmanner. No one with any
degree of thought would say that such
a method should be allowed to go on
unchallenged. It improved methods
have anv value af all then, in spite of
the fact that some persons prefer to
continue in the old way of doing
things, they should be compelled to use
advanced methods in order to produce
advanced resnlts. I'c¢r one thing I am
greatly satisfied that provision has
been made for at least two County
Inspectors, one for Berbice and the
cther for Essequebo. Those Inspectors
will be expected in the course of their
duties t¢  put their fingers on the
methods of teachers and discuss with
them the best methods to be adopted in
order that the Dest results may be
achieved. I think it would be a bless-
ing to the teachers whose vision might
be enlarged.

The hon. Member mentioned also
that formal grammar had Dbeen
abolished in the schools by the direc-
tion of the Education Department. 1
remember that some time ago it was
ordered in Iingland that the ‘teaching
of  formal grammar  should Dbe
abolished. The idea was adopted in
this Coelony, but as in most cases
when anything is tried out in England
and is proved a failure, we take it up
here and then drop it later. There
were some teachers who continued to
teach formal grammar because they
knew that it was a necessity in this
country. However, the change lasted
just a few years and the Department,
having found out its mistake, resorted
to the old method of teaching formal
egrammar in the schools. I think that
in itself is an indication that the hon.
Member has mot had an opportunity
to visit the schools. His interest in
the schools may be very great indeed

but he has not made his presence felt
there.
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A great deal has heen said about
the West Tndian Readers. There are
prumbers  of  teachers who are not
enamoured of tihese Readers. Some
time age a Committee was formed for
the purpose of producing a set of
Readers for use in the schools of the
Colony. T had the pleasure of sitting
on that Committee which put up a
scheme to  Government with the
probable cost of putting it into execu-
tion, but it was turned down because
at that time Government had not
sufficient funds to carry out the pro-
ject. We thus lost an opportunity to
acquire suitable Readers for primary
schools in this Colony. A similar
attemrpt was made in Trinidad and
the West Indian TReaders were pro-
duced. It was therefcre decided Dby
the Xdueation Department that we
should adopt them for use in the
schools of this Colony. While the
West Indian Readers are not perhaps

all we desire, the lessons are prac-
tical and they are in a measure
suitable for small children. Theve

are illustrations and some very fine
aguestions and answers. I think that
in the absence of Readers specially
adapted to this Colony the West
Indian Reader is mot so bad a book.
I have nothing to say against the old
Royal Readers. They contain very
fine rhetorical passages but they are
very bulky. Tn view of the number of
subjects in the school curriculum now
it is impossible to pay too much
attention to reading, and it would Dbe
difficult to get through those pooks
within a year.

With respect to the increase in the
FEducation vote that is a thing we
must expect. More children are
Dbrought inte the schools and the
salaries of teachers have been in-
creaseid, ‘although. they have mnot
reached a point which can be con-
sidered adequate. I compliment Goiwv-
ernment on taking the view that
everything should be dome for the
benefit of education in the Colony.

Mr. JACOB: I notice that we are
taking the whole Education vote, which
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is rather a Dbig Dbite to take at once.
I would much prefer to take the
estimates page by page. On page 12

I see mo real increase, and while the
estimate for 1943 appears to be very

favourable T still feel that the
LEducation Department needs more
staff,

Mr. MeDAVID: There is a recom-

mendation in the report of the Finance
Committee that the item 1 d.—Second
Inspector of Schools ($1,920 by $120
to $2,400), $1.920 be amended to read
—2  County Inspectors of Schools,
$3,840, an increase of one.

Mr. JACOB: There is not sufficient
supervision of the schools. I hope I
am wrong and that there are Dbrighter
pupils leaving school. It would be
interesting to know how many children
leave the Primary Schools with School
Leaving certificates. The more T speak
with  young people throughout the
Colony, the more I am convinced that
they know so little. I agree with the
general remark made by the majority
of Members here that the money is not
properly spent on education. I wish
to impress on the Government the
absolute necessity of getting more
Inspectors, more Attendance Officers,
and that the higher officials in the De-
partment should see that better work is
done. I have always supported the
TEducation Vote. I wish that it can
be increased Dby another quarter-
million dollars this wvear so that all
the children of school-going age can
be in school. 1 am, however, not sur-
prised that certain hon. Members do not
want that. I think they have grown so
accustomed to the fact of Lkeeping
people ignorant, unlettered, that they
think it is the Detter thing for the
Colony and for the whole Empire. So
far as I am concerned I will always
advocate that every child of school-
going age must go to school. I want
to urge on Government that there
should be sufficient staff to ensure that.
Whatever the increased expenditure on
page 12 may be, I would be perfectly
 satisfied, if proper supervision is main-
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tained, that the memey is well spent.
I repeat that we want more Inspectors,
more Attendance Officers, and Dbetter
supervision in regard to the IEducation
Department.

Turning to the next Head ¢ Schools,
TInstitutions  and  Miscellaneous,” I
netice that there is am appreciable in-
crease in this  vote, hut that is not
good enough. In fact I am a little
surprised that there is mot a single
Hindi or Muslim Head Teacher in any
part of this Colony.

Mr. JACIKSON: That is not correct!

Mr. TLIEAZAR: To a point of cor-
rection! The man at Kildonan is an
East Indian, but I don’t know whether
he is a Hindu or Muslim.

Mr. JACOB: T am somewhat sur-
prised at the hen. Members. I repeat
my statement that there is mnot a

single ITindi or Muslim ITead Teacher
in any of the schools in this Colony.

Mr. ELEAZAR : There are more
than one East Indian Head Teacher.

There is one at Albion, Mr. Babooram.

Mr. JACOB::
Christian teacher
Canadiian Mission.
bers would wunderstand me or
themselves understand IEnglish.

Mr. Babooram is a
belonging to the
I wish hon. Mem-
malke

Mr. ELEAZAR: T cannot understand
the hon. Member. When he says they
must teach Hindi in the schools I
thought he meant they must have a
Hindi teacher.

Mr. JACOB: T think it is time that
certain hon. Members of this Council
should know the right thing. There
is not a single Hindi teacher in charge
of a school in the whole Colony.
There is not a Muslim Head Teacher
in any school in this Colony. One
can quite understand this perpetua-
tion of Christian principles. I am a
Christian myself.

Mr. ELEAZAR: Ave you?
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Mr. JACOB : But I do appreciate
the other man’s point of view. You
have a population of 100,000 ITindoos
and about 30,000 Muslims in this
Colony, and they certainly have children.
It is only right and proper that thev
be considered. It is definitely unfair
and  unjust that thigx  Department
should continue with the policy of not
having teachers who would have the
full confidence of those people. I
know of a case in which a Muslim,
who is a fully-trained teacher with a
First Class certificate, applied for a
senior position in a Government
School and was denied that appoint-
ment. T know further that a Third
Class certificated teacher, who is not
trained, was appointed to that posi-
tion. T am mnot concerned with the
individuals at all, but I do think it
is grossly unfair that this Department
should have adopted such a policy. T
am referring to the Government School
al Amnna Regina. We have in this
Colony the majority of the schools
being run Dby the Denominations. T
bave mno quarrel if they choose to
employ Christian teachers only, but I
dc object with all the force at my
command that Government Schools
should be run like that. T wish, Sir,
there will be an immediate change. I
wish that this Government will con-
tinue the policy that is being preached
day after day—freedom or religion.

Why should the Department of
ICducation mnot  encourage Indian
teachers? Why should there mnot be

teachers of all Denominations—Hindi,
Muslim  and  Christians 2 It s
definitely the duty of Government to
de that. Tt is the duty of all Govern-
ment Officers to perpetuate that system,
if they do mot then they have neglected
their duty. It is a special duty im-
posed on them by the Statute of West-
minster. If hon. Members would be a
little more tolerant as regards other
people of the community the better it
would be for all concerned. T have
had talks with the Director of
Education on, this matter, and T am
sorry to say I have mot been able to
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convince him. I was particularly
pleased when Your Iixcellency stated

just now that every Department must
assume its own responsibility. That is
definitely a  responsibility of the
Director of Itducation, and when he
has neglected that he has neglected to
do his duty. When you refer matters
like that to the Secretariat nothing is
done. T do not sav, however, that the
Secretariat is to he Dblamed. It has
been the policy when you go to the
TTead of a Department with a matter
for him to refer vou to the Secretariat.
He assumes no responsibility. I am
glad to hear that system is Dbeing
changed.

Representations are being made as
regards Vernacular Education. There
Lad Dbeen an item in these Istimates
whereby a certain sum of money was
eranted year after year for the teach-
ing of the Vernaculars. The Vernacu-

lars mean the Iindi and Urdu
languages, the two main Indian

languages in this Colony. The matter
was done in such a slipgshod maunmer
that it was hardly of any practical use.
T am going to urge on Your E'xcellency
te continue the grant to well-organized
schocls for the teaching of them in the
same way as French and other
languages are Dbeing taught in the
Tigher Schawls. I ean see no earthly
reason whyv Indian languages should
not be taught in the schoels. My hon.
friends object to the Vernaculars. T
think there is going to be one language

in TIndia, IIindi. Why should the
children here be ccempelled to learn
Trench in the TTigher Schools ? You

liave Chinese. TPertuguese and other
Nationals in this Colony, hut let wus
have the Indian Ianeuage taught in the
schools. T would like to be informed
what is the aectual amount spent for
teaching the Vernaculars, and I would
urge that the amount be increased if
it canmmot be increased mow. I think
Hefinite representations are being made
that it be increased early next vear.

have
hope my

I hope T
strongly. T

not spoken too’
hon. friends
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would agree with me that every child
in this Cclony between the ages of 6
and 12 must be in some school. In
some places the age is up to 1+ I am
hoping the age will be up to16. I wasa
little Dit disturbed to hear a few days
ago that children of schocl-age ave
actually working. If I can be certain I
can give that information in a confiden-
tial manner and a proper investigation
will be made, I would certainly give it.
J am mot certain, if I disclose that in-
formaticm and a proper investigation
is  made, that victimization will not
follow. Ilowever, I shall endeavour
t¢ pursue that matter myself and I
trust the Attendance Officers will go
around and do their duty. Tt may create
a hardship among the parents of those
unfortunate children, who probably
may lhave no parents, aud so something
will have to Dbe done for them. Unless
we have all the children in the schools
we cannot hope to have a better genera-
tion in the future. I am sorry if I am

not able to convince the hon. Member
for Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V.

Wight}, the hon. Member for Berbice
River (Mr. Eleazar) and the hon. Mem-
ber on my left (Mr. Jackson) on this
poliey, but I trust that I have done so
in respect of other hon. Members
of this Council, and that later on we
will have a Detter educated community
it this Colony.

Dr. Singh: Relative to the points
raised by the hon. Member for North-
Western District (Mr. Jacol), I would
like to say on the question of Vernmacu-
lar ISducatien that the subject is under

consideration Dby the British Guiana
Bast Indian Association, the Muslim

ILeague and the Hindu Mahassaba. The
question of the appointment of a Mus-
lim teacher to the Anna Regina Gov-
ernment School has engaged Your Iix-
cellency’s notice in a petition last
Saturday, and it will he again dis-
cussed by the deputation which will be
going to you next Saturday.

Mr C. V. WIGHT: I would like to
ask the hon. Director of Education if

Lrcisiarive Councrh

—Committee 169

Lis Department has ever considered the
question off establishing a Secondary
School in the County of Issequebo. 1f
not, why not?

Mr. ELEAZALR : Your lixcellency, I
did not wish to stop the hon. Mr. Jack-
son from lis flight of oratory for which
le is noted in this Council, otherwise I
would have asked him not to state
the proposition half-way so as to prove
it is a fallacy. What L do say is that
you get 600 children taking the qualify-
ing examniation ftor Iupil Teachers’
Appointment, sixty are successful and
thirty of them are left to go without any
appointment. What is to become of the
other 30?7 You have the vacancies but
you say you can only employ 30 as you
Lave no funds. I do not think the hon.
Member has touched the question as to
the West Indian Readers. IIe gave a
half-hearted support. I am surprised
that he has given that. As to the lhon.
Member for North-Western District
(Mr. Jacob), he has taken my breath
away. Why did he desert the religion
of his fathers and become a Christian?

Mr. JACOB: I object to that remark.

The CHAIRMAN: I agree.
little too personal!

It is a

Mr. C. V. WIGIIT: The hon. Mem-
ber's name is not a Hindu name.

Mr. ELIEAZAR: T am not given to
personalities, but when the hon. Mem-
ber says lhe is a Christian and so
violently attacks the Government for
not perpetuating Hinduism, something
he decries himself, Your Ixcellency
must excuse me for being personal. That
is good reason why Giovernment should
perpetuate Christianity as against
Hinduismm and Mohammedanism, judg-
iug from the hon. Member and others
who were taught in these Denomina-
tional Schools by teachers who were
neither Muslims nor Hindoos. Language
is a secondary subject and who wants
it must pay for it. The people who
want Trench and other languages pay
for them.
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The subject on which my hon. friend
became very warm is the working of
children in the fields. I am going to ask
the hon. Member to go into the districts
where that is common—I think that is
common only to a certain section of the
community and my hon. friend knows
that section well and can be very useful
to that section—and hold public meet-
ings. The people prefer their children
te work in  the Held rather than
te  Dhe  reading in school. I  do
not think it isx the Dbusiness of the
Attendance Officers to go and chase
the children out ef the ricefields into
school.  The Attendance Officer visits
the house where a child of school-age is
living, and if he does not find the child
going to any school he puts a summons
on the parents and takes care to see
the summons served. The parents will
go to the Magistrate and say “Boss, me
get too much 1i1 picknee; me can’t
mind dem.” What is the Magistrate to
do? Your Excellency, in things of that
kind it is for members of the particular
community to do what I do in mine—
eo and make a row with the people
for xending their c¢hildren to work
instead of to school. What is done here
is  only propaganda, and everybody
knows that.

The hon. Member complains about a
trained Muslim gentleman not given a
school. e said he discussed it with the
Director of Education, hut he fook care
net to mention that the Director gave
him a reason which would appeal to
any reasonable person. But that reason
fell on his ear like water on a duck’s
bacl. T alwavs support Fiducation, and
T have mentioned here certain things.
I think we should improve the quality

of the edueation Government is giv-
ing and payving for. The hon. Mr.
Jackson  distinctly said it was
thought in Tngland not to Dbother
with  formal  grammar  Dbut  with

spoken English. The child hears nothing
else, and therefore what else can he
speak. Tt does not want a Solomon to
see how absurd it is. In England where
the Mother tongue is spoken, the
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child hears nothing else, but my hon.
friend says the same thing that applics

in  Iingland can apply to Dritish
Guiana. The man was trying an
experiment, but I say it is a mis-

direction of Education.

Mr. CREASE (Director of Educa-
tion): Sir, T am in rather an
unfortunate position this afternoon, be-
cause on the one hand we have an ex-
schoolmaster, the hon. Member for
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar), and on
the other side also an ex-schoolmaster,
the hon. Nominated Member. Mr.

Jackson. The remarks which came from

the hon. Member for DBerbice River
have to a very large extent been
answered by the hon. Nominated Mem-
ber, Mr. Jackson, but there are one or
two peints on which T would like to
touch. They are rather important ones.
The hon. Member for Berbice Siver has
raised the question of staffing in
Primary Schools. T would like to point
out that the stalfing during the past
four years has been considerably im-
proved, and every cffort is being made
to supply the requisite number of
teachers for each school in accordance
with the Tegulations. This is our aim
and, T think, beforc very long it will
be reached if we continue at the same
rate—to have one teacher for every
forty pupils in average attendance. I
thoroughly agree that it is impossible
for cne teacher to teach a class with
80, or 100, or even above that number,
which at present obtains in certain
schools, and I trust that this will
shortly disappear. He also made vefer-
ence—I Delieve it is in couneelion with
staffing—to my following the policy of
my predecessor. Tf that reference is in
connection with staffing, T think I have
answered that.

Another important point is the
question of Tupil Teachers’ Appoint-
ment Iixamination. The hon. Member
savs there are about 300 candidates
wha take the examination every year,
about 60 pass and only about 30 are
employed. Then he asks what happells
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to the other 270. The answer to that is
that the other 270 or at least the other
240 are failures. You cannot prevent a
candidate oftering himself for the
examination. I quite agree that out of
the number of Pupil Teachers who pass
every year it has not been possible to
employ all of them, but with the im-
provement in staffing as we go along it
may Dbecome more possible to absorb a
greater number than we do at present.
If, therefore, a certain number of those
candidates who pass the examinatiom
are not appointed in the year in which
they pass the examination every cffort
is made to appeint them or to give them

first consideration in the following
Year. (ITear! IIear!!)
Another point the hon. Member

raised is the question of discussion
between teachers and Imspectors. I do
not like the remark he made—“I have
often heard it said I don’t do this
because it will get me bad marks in the
examination.” I am not quite clear what
he means by that. What I am, however,
very clear about is that during an
inspection every teacher has an oppor-
tunity of discussing any point he
wishes with the Inspector. As a matter
of fact after the inspection is con-
cluded a staff meecting is called of the
Head Teacher and all the Assistants,
and sometimes these staff meetings
take up as much as an hour and a
half or two hours. At such a meeting
any teacher has an opportunity of
bringing forward any point he wishes.

With regard to the appointment of
Attendance Officers, I would like to

point out that these Officers in
addition to their normal duties as
Attendance Officers will carry out
@ very important piece of wopk

recommended in the memoranda recent-
Iy submitted by the Educational Ad-
viser to the Comptroller of Development
and Welfare in the West Indies—a
survey of all the school arecas in the
"Colony in order to ascertain where
children of schopl-age are not attending
school—and it will also help wus in
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determining where new schools are
wanted. This is work which cannot be
done Dby the Inspectors but can Dbe
undertaken by the Attendance Officers.

Coming to the remarks of the hon.
Member for North-Western District
(Mr. Jacob), I thoroughly agree with
him about there mnot being sufficient
supervision of the schools by the De-
partment. That, I hope, will be removed
by the appointment of these two new
Inspectors. I think I am at liberty to
say here that I

really want more
Imspectors, but I suppose I must Dbe
thankful for what I can get. With

these two additional Inspectors I feel
quite confident that the supervision
which the hon. Member thinks should
be carried out will receive the attention
it requires.

.The hon. Member mentioned the non-

appointment of a particular teacher at
the Government School at Anna Regina.
I do not recall that case, but I am quite
willing to discuss it with him any time
that it is convenient to him. Maybe it
happened while I was engaged to a
large extent in other work. The question
of the teaching of IIindi and Urdu has
been already referred to by the hon.
Member for Demerara-Essequebo (Dr.
Singh). Referring to the matter of
children of school-age who are actually
at work, I can assure vou, Sir, that
evervthing is Deing  done, which can
possibly De done with the Attendance
Cfficers we have available, to see that
these cases are followed up when they
are reported to us. I have had quite a
number of cases reported {o me, and
immediately 1he Attendance Officers
followed themr up and, if the reports
were found to be true, the children were
sent back to school. But I om not wure
whether the hon. Member is referring
to an old complaint of his about Iln.
farm. If that is so, I feel that the hon.
Member missed a fine opportunity
of impressing upon the parents the
value of sending their children to
school regularly and punctually.
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1 would like, with Your Excellency’s
permission, te refer to a remark which
the hon. Member for the North-Western
District made yesterday in his observa-
tions when speaking en Your IExcel-
lency’s Speech. IIe used the expression
—I think I am correct—that he is tired
of experts coming here and advising on
matters in such a way as to keep the
country back. The only expert I have
Lad to deal with is My, ITammond,
Iducational Adviser to the Comptroller
of Development and Welfare in the
West Indies, and if the hon. Member
would only read Myr. ITammond’s memo-
randa recently placed on the table of
{his Council, T feel, he would be con-
vinced that there is no question what-
ever af My, INammond making any
effort or wanting to keep this country
back because the whole of his mema
randa simply bristles with advancement.

I would like to take this opportunity,
Sir, of saying that a large number of
the points raised this aftermoon in
regard to education, equipment, books
ete,, will be dealt with Dby the Com-
mittee which Government intends 1o
appoint on the recommendation of Mr.
Hammond. I feel that, it would be
better to leave them for this Cemmittee
rather than to take up the time of this
Council now Dby outlining what it is
proposed to do.

Ttems 1 to 29 taken as a whole and
passed.

Item 30 — Grant to Berbice IILigh
School for Girls, $1.500.

Mr. LLEAZAR: I move that the
amount be increased by $1.500.  That
school is very deserving indeed of
better consideration. It had served a
very useful purpese in the past and is
still serving a useful purpose. Since the
Principal, Mr. Dickson, has gone there,
I have visited the school and I can
assure you he has ideas which are long
overdue, but he cannot make Dricks
without straw.
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My. CREASIE: With regard to that,
we have just received from the Canadian
Mission Council an application for an
increased grant, and that has been dis-
cussed and considered by the Education
Committee and the proposals about
that will shortly be placed before Gov-
ernment. They asked for an increased
grant, but the Committee felt it would
be better te work out a definite scale of
salaries for the teachers so as to enable
the school to carry on as a Secondary
School rather than to just give this
small increase and come back again for
another increase.

The CIIAIRMAN: It is still under
discussion in the Committee?

Mr. CREASIE: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN: It is a certain
amount for salaries and in the normal
way it will go to the IExecutive Council
first before making recommendation to
the Finance Committee.

Mr. JACOB: I would like to support
the remarks of the lhon. Member for
Berbice. It seems peculiar that the
Berbice High $Schoel tor Boys should
get 3,000 and the Girls’ School should
only receive one-half that amount. I
think {hey should both get $3,000. I
think girls are even more important
than boys.

The CITAIRMAN: Without any pre-
judice to the 'rieghtness of the case
put to us here, [ think, we need not
express an opinion for or against but
let it go on its own merits.

Mr. ELEAZATR: This is always the
place te ask for an increase of this
nature. That does mnot preclude the
Committee from considering the ques-
tion. It will not be forgotten that they
iave been given $3,000. It will ensure
the school commencing next year with
$3,000 instead of with $1,500. If the
increase is given Government can still’
consider what they are getting and give
whatever more in addition it things fit
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later. The increase is desirable now
and later on you can take into consid-
eration this increase that you are giv-
ing now. There is nothing to preclude
you giving the addition now. I do not
know if Your Excellency agrees with
me.

The CHAIRMAN: I have a certain
amount of persenal responsibility. Be-
fore making the increase as proposed it
requires my specific assent and I know
nothing about it. I do not think T can
be asked at short notice to support an
increase just blindly like that. I think
the Executive Council and I are entitled
to sce the details before it is approved
by the ILegislative Council. I think the
hon. Member for Berbice River missed
his opportunity by neglecting to attend
the Finance Committee last week when
he might have persuaded us on the
spot.

TMr. ELEAZAR: The Executive Coun-
cil had always been in existence when
these amounts were added to or deleted
in this Council in the manner it is
asked to do now.

The CHAIRMAN: But the hon Mem-
ber is asking me to sanction it blindly.

Mr. FLEAZAR: Cerlainly I must give
arguments to support my proposition,
and if this Ceuncil is satisfied it would
say “Aye” unless Your Excellency is
going to vote it out.

Mr. SEATORD: Any Member who
takes his responsibility seriously will
require more than what the hon. Mem-
ber has urged. No attempt has been
nmade to tell us how many boys and girls
are on roll at the school. It is very casy
{o get up here in this Council and
move an increase, but there must Dbe
reasons given for it.

My, JACOB: I am glad for this
cpportunity to say a few words. Your
Excellency will recollect that 30 years
ago Ly an Lxecutive action—The Swet-
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tenham Circular—the girls of a certain
race in this Colony were prevented
from getting ordinary Primary Educa-
tion until a few years ago when it was
removed. Recently when the Training
Centre was started Government thought
it advisable that girls should go there
without passing the necessary qualify-
ing examinatiion for admission. Ilere
again  the TFducation Department
selected 10 girls and sent them there,
but not a single girl of that particular
race was included. The Canadian
Mission is working largely among the
Indians, and I am certain that if the
desired addition is given that Mission
will be able to do something more for the
Indian girls who are very backward. I
think that is omne of the grounds: for
increasing the amount to $3,000. I am,
however, not pressing that the vote be
carried at $3,000. T have simply got up
to support the hon. Member for Ber-
bice River Dbecause I think the money
will Dbe very profitably spent in a
direction which is most deserving. I
have had an opportunity to talk with
the people of the Canadian Mission
about it, but I cannot recollect all the
circumstances they had urged; they
are, however, strongly of the opinion
that the girls should be placed on the
same footing as the Dboys,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I think the atti-
tude taken is the correct one and merits
our sympathetic consideration, and cer-
tainly we should give it. Speaking for
most Members and myself who have a
respousibility in the matter, we want
to know more about it before actually
putting it on the Budget.

Mr. BELEAZAR: I would have leen
surprised if the hon. Member for North-
Western District had sat down and not
opposed something for Iducation. The
hon. Menther has been here for all
these years and only now he has
become wise that a proposition of this
nature should be put to a Committee
first DLefore coming to this Council.
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The CHAIRMAN: I must rule that
this requives my sanction and I am not
prepared to let it go forward without
considering it in Jxeeutive Council.
We will consider it as soon as we can,
and I promise to give cvery considera-
tion to the points raised.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I deplore hon. Mem-
bers getting up and making you believe

I am getting you to do something
extraordinary.

Item passed.

SECONDARY SciooL ror ESsSEQUEBRO.

Item 34—Scholarships
School, $11,034.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: May I ask if the
hon. Director of Liducation is consider-

ing the question of a Secondary School
for Essequebo?

to Secondary

Mr. CREASIE: I have thought around
it, and I am afraid that is all I can
say.

The CIIAIRMAN: A Junior Second-
ary School?

Mr. CREASL: Yex, Sir.

Bisuor's Ilicir Scroon ror GIRLS.

Ttem 31—Grant to Bishop’s High
School for Girls, $4,000.
Mr. McDAVID  (Colonial Treas-

urer): If the Resolution dealing with
this school is passed this vote will not
be used.

ITead passed as amended.
LABOUR DEPARTMENT.

Mr. SEAFORD: I regret I was not
in the Colony when this matter was
discussed. I do not profess to know the
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duties of a Labour Adviser in this
Colony. When the Estimates went up
last year 1 then said I trust it would
not go to the astronomical heights to
which it went in Jamaica, but I see,
Sir, it has gone up about 80 per cent.
this year. I would like to see “Labour
and Industrial Adviser”. I am not in a
position to say much on the subject. I
am only drawing Government’s atten-
tion to it. I wonder whether it is
necessary to have District Labour Ad-
visers. I sce there are to be five addi-
tional Assistant Labour Adwisers. It
seems to me that we arec going ahead
rather quickly with this Depariment. I
understand the Labour Adviser has
come lere to instruet the ILabour
Unions how to put their house in order.
I do not, however, wish to press the
subject.

The CITAIRMAN:
full talk
Committee.

We had a very
on the details in T'inance

Mr. JACOB: I wish to make some
general comments on this Labour De-
partment. This Department has wmy
support 100 per cent., if it is
nat going to continue to mark
vime. I have had a few discussions
with the Commissioner of Labour and
I have had an opportunity to say some-
thing in Select Committee, but I want
to place certain comments on record
for future reference. I have in my hand
a copy of the Labour DBulletin of the
Labeur Depariment of the United Pro-
vinces of India, which has the sanc-
tion of the United Provinces Govern-
ment. I would like to pass it on to Your
Excellency for your perusal of it,
particularly page 3S. This book—the
January, 1941, issue — is worth its
weight in gold. I wish to goodness the
Officers of this Department will copy
from pages 38 to 43 and do some of the
work that is going on in India at the
present time under the ITead “Govern-
ment and Labour Welfare in the United
Provinces.” It is fairly lengthy and
includes every social activity connected
with Labour which is inarticulate and
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illiterate. I say that particularly be-
cause the labour on the sugar planta-
tions in this Colony can be classified
with the people of that place. There
you have Government Labour Officers
working in co-operation with outsiders.
The report states:

“For the first time in 1937—3S the
Government voted Rs. 10,000 for what
is called Labour Welfare Work, which
was increased to Rs. 20,000 in the Bud-
get for the year 1938-38. During the
financial year 1939-40 the allotment was
further increased to Rs. 30,000. The
increased allotment has been utilised
in opening additional Welfare Centres
and in increasing welfare activities.”

It must be appreciated that Labour
of a certain kind in this Colony will
have to be educated as to their responsi-
bilities. They had not been educated in
the past. Nine out of every ten can
hardly read or write, and every one of
them cannot write a proper letter. In
the United ’rovinces of India it is the
duty of the Labour Officer to direct
them in such direction and to do this:

“The Welfare staff render various
types of services which though minor
yet go a long way in establishing good
relations such as the restoration of lost
children, care of the aged and infirm,

writing of petitions, ‘ete.”

I wish the Government here, the
Labour  Department and  Labour
Officers would be sympathetic towards
that class of labour. I want this
Government, the Labour Officers and
the Labour Department to be very
sympathetic towards that class of
Labour, and then we will have greater
production, harmaony and peace through-
out the Colony. See what they do in
India!l” They go around and establish
Welfare Centres, equipping them with a
dispensary, reading rooms and library,
refreshment room, gymmnasium, games
room, co-operative sfores and a chil-
dren’s clinic. Women are empleyed to go
around and teach the people to knit and
sew, and Lady Ilealth Visitors to
advise the people in ordinary cleanli-
ness and healthy living. It is not going
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to be denied here by those responsible
for the control of Labour on the sugar
estates that this is absolutely necessary
work on all the sugar estates in this
Colony. I do not want to say some of
the things I have seen over a long
number of years and continue to see up
to last Sunday. I shall have an oppor-
tunity, I hope, of taking some of the
Officers of this Department to several
places and show them for their own
benefit. It may be done at my own ex-
pense, as I do not wish to put Govern-
ment to any expense in the matter. It
may cause them some worry, some work
but not any money. I will be perfectly
satisfied to do that. The report further
states:

“Newspapers are read out to the illiterate
workers. News in the vernacular are also
broadcast to the workers frcm the radios
installed at the Centres and from Cinemas
once or twice a month, educating the
workers as to what is going on not only
in India but other places. Lectures are

arranged from time to time on special
subjects of special interest to workers
such as Hygiene, Sanitation, Dietitics,

Trade Unionism, Factory Legislation, etc.
They are taught not to drink too much
but to lead temperate lives. If the
Labour Department adopted that policy
and educated the 1labouring «class of
reople it would be doing a very useful
service not only to this Colony but to
humanity as a whole.”

As regards item (D) —Deputy Com-
missiocner of Labour—I observe that in
the Ordinance the post is described as
Assistant  to the Commissioner of
Labour. I would much prefer that the
title Dbe changed to conform to the
Ordinance. I also notice that three
Inspectors of Labour and three Assis-
tant Inspectors are to be appointed,
and that there are five vacancies. I
trust that suitable persons will De
selected, officers who will be able to win
the confidence of the working people. I
suggest that one of the Inspectors
should be a female and I hope that
such an appointment will not be
opposed Dby the large employers of
labour. I have no one in mind — no
candidate for any of those jobs. I hope
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that the type of Inspectors appointed
in the vast will not be appointed in the
future. It is special work requiring
special Lnowledge, and Inspectors of
Labour should have the confidence of
the people.

I wish the Department every success.
I have no doubt that the Commissioner
of Labour is a comscientious and effi-
cient officer. I trust, therefore, that the
other officers who will be appointed
will be able to serve not only the em-
ployers but the empleyees who, in most
cases, are unletiered.

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests) :
The hon DMember has compared the
United P’rovinces of India with this
Colony in regard to the scale on which
labour welfare work is carried on. Ile

has given us a definitely glowing pie-

ture of free cinemas, education of the
labourers, and all that is being done. I
understood him to say that the latest
allotment by the Government of I[ndia
for labour welfare work was 380,000
rupees, roughly  $10,000. He_ also
informed us that the number of labour-
crs to be dealt with in this Colony is at
least 50,000. I would not pretend for one
moment to have such an intimate
knowledge of IZast Indians as the hon.
Member has, but he doubtless Lknows
the proverb “In Delhi the streets are
paved with gold but Delhi is a very
long way.” Ii{ is on the edge of the
United Provinces, but just half the edge
of them. When we start to compare
what they are doing in the United Pro-
vinces, quoting the report they have
made about themselves (I have written
a few myself) I think it is reasonable
to bring these wild statements into some
sort of focus with what we are doing
here. We have it from the hon. Member
that 1the TLabour Department here,
whose total vote is $13,890, has some
50,000 labourers to deal with.

Mr. JACOB: The hon. Member is
looking at the wrong column and T
think everything he has been saying is
wrong,
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Mr. WOOD : I must thank the hon.
Member for peinting out that it is
36,973 as compared with $10,000 in the
United Provinces. IIe also said that the
Labour Department would have at
least 50,000 labourers to deal with.

My, JACOB: I stated that the 30,000
rupees was for labour welfare work in
the United Provinces of India. Tt is
not the total vote for the Labour De-
partment.

Mr. WOOD: I will now try te bring
the 30,000 rupees allotted to the United
T’rovinces into some sort of focus with
what is or can Dbe allotted here, and
to show that in actual fact we are not
so very far behind the United Provinces.
I have no doubt that the hon. Member

will interrupt me again when I say
that he said that the local Labour
Department had at least 50,000

labourers to deal with, but I have
written the figures down. The United
I'rovinees of Tndia, which is almost the
most fertile part of the Ganges plain,
lLas 42 districts. The last one in which
I served had a population of two
million. The total population of the
Provinces is 48 millions of whom 94
per cent. are illiterate. The test of
literacy is that a man can sign his

name, so that for those 48
million  people and the number
off free cinemas they can afford
to provide out of those 30,000

rupees the mumber of queues must he
definitely long at each performance.

T cnly wanted to malke this point
because it seemed to me that the hon.
member was trying to make out, or at
least asking us to infer that what we
are doing here is so very little com-
pared with what they are doing in
India, and T felt it might be some help
te the Council if T explained what is
being done in India and the extent to
which it is being done. It is spread
over a population at least greater than
that of England and Scotland, so that
the provision of 30,000 rupees for the
work which is being done there is not
quite as large as it seems when you
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put it against the background of that
population. On that comparison it
seems tc me that the allotment that
is being made here is net quite so small
as it might secem if we take the eom-
parison made by the hon. Membre af its
face value.

Tur CHATRMAN: T think the hon.
Member was really asking for similar
sympathetie {reatment for this Depart-
ment.

Mr. JACOB: T said that that sum
of money was being spent on labour
welfare work. My friend has compared
it with the total vote.

Trne CHAIRMAN: T think we
appreciate the hon. Member’s principal
point.

Mr. SEAFORD: T
remark made by the hon. Member
about the sugar estates. T hope Gov-
ernment will undertake the work
which the sugar estates are now doing
for labour welfare. It is a very ccm-
siderable increase on 30,000 rupees,
and if the hon. Member can persuade
Government to relieve the sugar estates
of it it would be most considerate
action on his part. and T would like
to thank him for it.

welecome the

Mr. ELEAZATR: There has Dbeen so
much clamouring for this Department
by certain people who seem to know
as much about it as I do—and I know
nothing—that T am almost inclined to
suggest to Government to give it a
trial. We start off with new Depart-
ments and burden the taxpayers, then
we complain that taxation is so high.
We ask for a thing and when we get
it we find that we do not want it at
all. We started with a Commissioner
of TLabour and then we give him a
Deputy. Where are we going to end
with the number of new appointments
we are making? T have seen so many
new offices ereated since I have been
in this Council that it is astounding.
We are piling on the cost of adminis-
tration all the time,
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I do mot think the Ilabourer
in this country, whether Rast In-
dian or ' African, is the same as

ile  labourer in  India or Afriea,
but supposing he is the same, he gets
twopence per day there and canmot
afford to go to the cinema. What
about it, then, if the Governinent of
India provides him  with a free
cinema? The Department is already
created and appointments are alreadv
made or to he made very soon. there-
fore all T can de is to warn Govern-
ment that is has created another
Department with deputies and assist-
ants hefore it is started, and it does
not know for what it will want a
Deputy and three or four assistants.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not know
whether T understood the remarks of
the hon. ‘Member for North-Western
Distriect to mean that this Depart-
ment should establish a sub-Depart-
ment for the purpose of social welfare.
If. that is the intention of the hon.
Member then perhaps we will find this
vote increasing comsiderably, and most
of t1he oreanizations which carry on
social welfare work in the Colony will
be greatly relieved. T suggest that
Government should define very clearly
the nature of the work this Depart-
ment is supposed to be doing or is
expected to do.

Tir CITAIRMAN: I will now ecall
on the Commissioner of Labour to
reply to the points which have heen
raised.

Mr. TRASER (Commissioner of
Labeur): T find it dificult to say very
much. Tt is my first experience of
mecting such an august body as this,
and while the Commissioner has
received advice from every quarter he
has been asked to define his job, a job
which has not, strictly speaking, been
defined to Lim, hon. Members will, T
am sure. appreciate my difficulty. T
do appreciate this, however, that the
estimate makes provision for quite a
considerable staff, but I suggest to
Members that they should bear in
mind that last year provision was
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made for a Commissioner, a Deputy
Commissioner, three Inspectors of
¢Labour, and one or two clerks. The
addition this year is mnothing more
than provision for a training grade for
Tnspectors of Tabour and the necessary
clerical assistance.  That is the sum
total of the addition made to what was
passed last year.

Great play has been made with the
necessity of eduecating the workers in
this Colony. Tf I may say so without
any infention of Dbeing in the least
bLit  disrespectful, T think the em-
pleyers in this  Colony also require
some degree of education, and if that
iz also to be done T consider that {ihe
Department of Labour has quite a big
job in hand. We are going to have
quite a Dbit of difficulty in finding
people who will satisfy the hon.
Member for North-Western District
(Mr. Jacob) particularly, as to their

competency, ability and activity in
the perfermance of their duties. I
suggest to hon. Members that it will

be necessary to have a training grade
for TInspectors of Tabour. Provision
is  made in the Ordinance for such
appointments and I am taking advan-
tage cof that.

I can only assure hon. Members that,
as a Scotsman, I abhor unnecessary
expenditure, and I shall certainly
endeavour to carry that poliey into
the conduct of my Department, but I
do feel that I must be given sufficient
staff to cover this very big Colony.
When I entered the Chamber the hom.
Member for Georgetown North (JMr.
Seaford) was referring to the estimates
ot the Trinidad Department of Labour.
I would just refer hon. Members to the
relative sizes of the two Colonies.
The question of population is extreme-
ly important, but if officers are to
travel it 'will take very much longer
to do so in this Colony than in
Trinidad. T do not think there is
anything else I can add. No peints
have been put to me specifically and no
motion has been moved.
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Tue CHATRMAXN: T think the feel-
ing of the Council is that we agreed
last year to embark on this new
venture and set up a Tabour Depart-
ment, and having come to that decision,
which was a wise one, we should start
it properly and under circumstances
which would give it a fair chance to
get ahead and see what it could do.
Whilst T appreciate the remarks of
the hon. Member for Georgetown North
(Mr. Seaford) who veferred to the
astronomical rise in the cest of work-
ing the Tabour  Department in
Jamaiea, T must point out that we
are not in easy sight of that figure
at the moment, and we are going to
give the Department every chance of a
decent start in 1943,

LANDS AXND MINES.

Mr. JACOB: T said what T wanted
te say in Finance Commiitee, Imt 1
think it is necessary that some of the
remarks I made there should be placed
on record. T am sorry to say that I
do not think this Department is serv-
ing the purpose it is intended to serve.
I have received many, and I think
Cievernment is aware of the fact that
numerous complaints have been made
as regards the granting of applieations
for grazing facilities. T believe the
method is had and that the Regula-
tions should he changed. Apart from
that there are defects which should be
remedied.

For instance T will cite a particular
case. I have the correspondence here.
An individual on the Tast Bank who
owned front lands applied for per-
mission to plant rice in the second and
extra depths. He made several applica-
cations to the Department of Tands
and Mines only to be put off from
time to time. Then he deliberately
planted an acre and a half more than
he should have planted on his
land. A surveyor was promptly sent
up and after a great deal of trouble
the man received a DPermission. No.
669/41. e paid the rental of $3 on
July 9, 1941, for illegally planting rice®
there. IIe was advised to make a writ-
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ten application again to the Colonial
Secretariat for the land, because the
Department of Lands and Mines
informed him that the Secretariat had
instructed them not to give those
lands out. He wrote the Colonial
Secretary on November 18, 1941, ask-
ineg for permissicn to enltivate vice on
all the available frontlands, and
received a reply dated December 5
gtating that 1he matter was receiving
consideration. Tle returned to the
Department of Tands and Mines,
pointing out that the time had expired
and said he wanted some of the land
for planting. e was told to make
application fer 15 acres. He wanted
ihe whole Iot and wrote an application
orn Mayv 16, 1942, but he received a
reply giving him permission to occupy
15 acres. A letter was then written
to the Department of Lands and Mines
aoffering  to payx for a survey of the
additional area. The whole of that
area could have been planted gnd
reaped at the last Autumm cron, but
it was not planted Dbecause of the
restriction imposed by the Colonial
Secretariat, the Department of TLands
and Mines, and maybe by other inter-
ests. The man persisted and wrote
several letters, with the result that at
long last he has now been granted
permission to plant the whole area at
the back of his estate. Over 100 acres
of rice could have heen nlanted. bnt
as a result of Gevernment’s methods
the rice was not planted this vear.

The people at Craig village. next to
Pln. Diamond, had the same difficulty.
They have been approaching me for a
number of vears, and at long last they
too have heen granted permission to
cultivate rice at the rear of their
village. So far that is all right, but
T have informafion from all parts of
the Colonv about the difficulties
experienced by rice farmers. Tt has
taken me a comsiderable time to get
certain particulars and to advise the
people what to do to obviate those
diffienlties which Government puts in
ithe way of cultivators. We have been
able to solve those difficulties to some
extent on the East Bank, but we have
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definitely been unable to solve them
on the West Bank of Demerara, at the
Canals Tolder, and on the FEast and
West Coasts of Demerara.

Only a few days age people asked me to
advise them how they conld get Crown
lands at the rear of their estates on
the TFast Coast extending from
Turkeven to Buxten. Those lands may
need drainage facilities affer a {ime,
but they are prepared to take the risk.
T believe that the lands are held mnder
licence of ocemnaney by several persons
who are holding them up. To bring
the matter to a head the Ratepavers’
Assceiation of Trinmph and Beterver-
wagting approached the District Clom-
missioner at Enmore and made applica-
tion for the lands. but thev were told
that their application would have to
be sent to some gentleman on the East
Coast. I do mnot want to call his
name, but it appears that if he
approves the application will bhe
granted. The point T wish to stress
is that the District Commissioner told
the farmers that their application for
land would have to be sent to a
particnlar source for approval. T have
a suspicien that such applications are
always sent by the Secretariat to
some source for approval.

On the West Coast of Berbice there
is the same difficulty, and there is a
suit for libel pending. The same
thing applies to the Tossequebo and
Corentyne Coasts. Ts that the way
to encourage increased production
of food and the rearing of cattle?
Aren’t those difficulties known to
every responkible officer of this Gov-
crnment? I have endeavoured during
the last two or three years to bring
them forcibly to the notice of the
officers of Government. The Com-
missioner of Lands and Mines has
heen extremely courteous whenever T
approached him, but he objected to
certain things being done on instruc-
tions received. Tn the case T referred
to this morning I suggested going (o
the Crown Solicitor for a decision. but
we were unable to get a decision there.
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I appeal to Government that every-
thing should e done to facilitate the
production of every kind of food. I do
not think Your Txcellency has had
this matter put to you in this light.
The plain  fact remains that cul-
tivaters of rice and other foodstuffs
and cattle farmers are definitely and
deliberately hindered by certain officers
of Giovernment up (o the present time.

Mr. BLEAZAR: T always find my-
self in difficulty when I have to follow
the hon. Member. TIe does mnot do
things as T do them. Tle somehow
believes every word he is told Ly those
people, and very coften they do not
disclose the true facts.

Mr. JACODB:
inspect.

I see and lear and I

Mr. ELEAZAR: T also see and hear,
but I see just the opposite. Tt is true
that there is a lot of trouble about
{liese Crown lands but the Department
of Lands. and Mines is very often in
a position of Dbewilderment as in-
dicated in a case recently Dlefore the
Court. There is a class of individual
who would go to the Department of
Lands and Mines and rent a whole
area in his name although the second
depth is held Ly some other person,
and scmetimes he tells the Department
that he is doing so on Dbehalf of other
people who hold the second depth. I
think what is required is an amend-
ment of the Crewn Lands Regulations.
Those Regulations have heen in opera-
tion since 1905 and I think they
require amendments here and there.
A person who holds the fremt lands
should certainly have first claim io the
second depth, Dbut if he clhooses to
allow it to remain unoccupied and
Government gives it to somebody else
he cannot complain. On  the other
hand a man who holds the first depth
should De given the opportunity to
obtain the quantity of land he is
entitled to in the second depth se long
as he pays for it. If the Regulations
were amended and ecases were sent
direct to the Commissioner with the
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true facts T da not think all this
trouble would arise. Difficulties arise
as the result of the cunning of some
people.

I have a grave charge against
Government with respect to other
Crown lands rented for the bleeding
of balata and such substances. Balata
grants  have been  lield by certain
people in the Celony for many years,
and when balata was no longer needed
they gave up those lands nominally so
as to avoid having to pav rent, but
as soon as anybody else makes applica-
tion for these lands and it is adver-
tised the previous holders make
application for the same lands and in
most cases they get them. In that
way the small man is kept out.  Not
very long ago certain persens were
sent  to this  Colony to find out
whether there was a  substance
which could De wused for making
chewing gum. There is a tree kncpvn
loeally as the “cow tree” which vields a
milky substance and is found growing
amongst the balata trees. These gentle-
men  who hold Dalata gerants are
permitted to bleed Dalata and like
substances, so that the small man who
wants to bleed the “cow trees” is again
kept out. These things should be en-
quired into.

The TRegulations should also be
amended to prdvide fer eases men-
tioned by the hon. Member for North-
Western Distriet  (Mr. Jacolb). If a
rerson is  found grewing crops onm
Crown lands he should invariably be
given an opportunity to legalize it.
They are not often given that omnpor-
tunity. Tor instance a man is given
a permit to send out a certain num-
DLer of logs. Very offen his permit
does not r1each the Department Ly the
time the logs come down. The Ranger
seizes the logs and sells them to the
highest Didder., and the owner gets
nothing for his labour. That was the
experience of a woman in Berbice for
whom I pleaded without suecess. T
think the Regulations should De
amended so as to provide. that where
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logs are bLrought down without a
permit the person involved should be
made to pay double the cost of the
permit c¢r something of that kind.
When the Regulations were made in

1905  possibly conditions were very
diftierent and people were in the
Lkabit of going on Crown lands and

cutting wood without paying rovalty.
I Dlhardly think
down logs valued about $50, and to
avoid paying royalty to the extent of
a few dollars would run the risk of
losing everything. If a man is foun-
bringing logs down without a permit
some opportunity should be given him
te put himself in crder. He should
not be deprived of the fruits of! his
Iabour entirely.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: In the light
of experience gained I do not think
the Regulations are serving any use-
ful purpose. The cattle and rice
industries are going hand-in-hand, and
in the discretion of the Commissioner
of Lands and Mines “A” is given per-
mission to plant rice on one lot of
land, “B” to graze cattle on the adjoin-
ing lot and “C” to cullivate agricultural
products on the next lot of land. The
result is that there is endless litiga-
tion between the parties. It is almost
impossible to obtain barbed wire at
this time and cultivators are suffering
a distinet hardship. The areas should
be divided, and it should be decided
whether the secend depth should be
used for agricultural purposes and the
third depth for cattle grazing, or vice
versa.

Applications for  permission to
occupy Crown lands are unduly de-
layed Dbecause of the duplication of
duties. T happen to know in some cases
it takes months to grant applications
because files have to be sent by the
District Commissioners to Georgetown
and back again. I think the present
system can be improved, but the first
step is to amend the Regulations. I
hope that early consideration will Dbe
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given to this matter Dbecause it is
Lampering the campaign to increase
production of flood.

Toeg CHAIRMAN: I am very much
concerned about what I have seen. We
want a considerable shaking up of our
Regulations. Personally I have not
the time to go into it but I have in
mind the introduction of measures to
expedite the granting of applications.
I will now call upon the Commissioner
of Lands and Mines to reply to the
peints raised by hon. Members.

Mr. . . ™. GREEN .(Commis-
gioner of Lands and Mines): With
reference to the remarks of the hon.
Member for North-Western District
{Mr. Jacob) I think he must realize
that my Department must depend on
the advice and policy which is dictated
by other Departments. TI'or instance,
if an application comes in for a piece
of land in the backdam which is
in the neighbourhood of a drainage
area I must be guided by the advice
of the Drainage Board, therefore the
granting or reflusing of that applica-
tion does not rest with me. Sometimes
the decision rests with the Drainage
Board, sometimes with the Director of
Agriculture, the District Commissioner,
and somelimes the Conservator of
Torests. In cases where hardship is
created, if the applicants would come
and see me or the District Commis-
sioner T am sure they would always
be looked into.

The hon. Member quoted one
sach  case which I happen to
remember, and that is the case of

the land at the back of New Iope.
What happened in that case was that
when the original application was
made the policy of Gewernment at
that time was not to -issue any titles
fior land in areas where it was believed
that agriculture would not be profit-
able, and at the same time the Drain-
age and Irrigation Board who were in
control of the drainage of Craig did
not want anybody behind there. for
what reason I do not know. Since the
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Grow More Tood Campaign was
inaugurated it was decided that in
cases such as those it would Dbe Dbetter
to allow people tq go to those places
if the. conditions were not too bad,
with the result that the individual in
question was granted permission.

The question of Dbalata was raised
by the hou. Member for DBerbice River
(Mr. Ileazar). That is a matter in
which T am entirely dependent on the
advice of the Conservator of Iorests.
and I think it would Dbe Detter if he
replied to the points raised on that
subject.

The hon. Member also referred to
the question of illegal cccupation of
land. Tn cases where a person might
shy  some 1rice on land illegally we
always treat them leniently. Sinre I
have Dbeen here I do not know cof a
single case in which we have actually
weized a person’s crop or anything of
ihat kind. We legalize the occupation
ana order the person to leave the land.
In the case of illegal timber cutting
the position is quite different. We
have a great deal of trouble in such
cases. It is  exceedingly difficult to
keep a check on the royvalty, and we
found at one time that the amount of
evasidn  was actually more than the
amount of royalty ccllected. The Com-
servater of TForests went around the
sawmills and made enquiries as te the
amount of' wood thev were handling,
and the result was really quite alarm-
ing. We have tightened up consider-
ably on the timber cutting and it may
be that in certain cares hardships are
created, but in those cases if the per-
sons would apply to me or to the Dis-
{rict Commissioners they would receive
a svmpathetic hearing.

The question of cattle grazing and
rice planting has Dbeen receiving the
attention of the Department of Agri-
culture for some time. and I have to
submit all applications to the Direc-
tor of Agricultuve flor his approval
before I submit them to Government
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for approval. 1 therefore think it
would be Detter it the Director of
Agriculture would address the Council
on this matter, because I am entirely
dependent on the advice I get from him
and the Distriect Commissioners.

As regards the point made about
files Deing sent flrom omne Department
to another I can say that an cffort is
Leing made to cut it down, but it is
very difficult to do anything about it
because, if we get an application for
a piece of land at the backdam for
agricultural purposes and it is in the
neighbourhood of a drainage area, we
must first have the opinion of the
District Cemmissioner and then for-
ward it to the Director off Agriculture,
and as it is within a drainage area
I must send it to the Drainage Boarvd.
A1l  that takes time. The Drainage
Board only meets once a month and
ithe Director of Agriculture is often
cut of town.

Mr. . V. WIGTIT: Does the
Attorney-General ever go into these
matters at all?

Mr. GREEN: Usually T do not take
these matters ta the Attorney-Geuncral
for legal advice. Dbecause I have the
Crown Solicitor conveniently next door
to my office and T drop in and see him
and he lhelps me out. T think it
might be pessible to get over the diffi-
culty by trying to establish a definite
policy for certain areas and also to
get authority to issue certain titles
without reference to so many Depart-
ments.

ITon. Members have suggested that
it is mnecessary to amend the Regula-
tions. I agree with them, but at the
present moment I am very charv of
amending any laws at all unless it is
absolutely  necessary, because the
Law Officers are so hard pressed with
work that they are unable to give the
amaunt of time necessary for a lengthy:
discussion of the points involved.
Therefore, if there is any legal matter
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that I feel can be left over for the
time being I leave it over, but I would
certainly go into the question of
amending the TRegulations if Members
think the amendments are absolutely
niecessary. I think I have covered the
points raised by hon. Members.
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Tone PRESIDENT: I am much
cobliged 1o the Commissioner. I am

sure what he has said has ventilated
many of the points raised.

The Council resumed and adjourned
until the following day at noon.





