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l.EGISl.AT!VE COUNCIL 
(Constitiited unde·r. the B1·itish Guiana 
;Constitiition) (Temporar71 Provisions) 

Order in Coitncil, 195S.) 

FRIDAY, 4TH MARCI-I', 1955. 

The Council met at 2 p.m. 

PR�SENT: 

His Hon. the Speaker, Sir Eustace 
Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

Ex-Officio Members:-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. F. D. Jakeway, O.B.E. 

The Hon. the 'Attorney General, 
Mr. F. W. Holder, C.M.G., Q.C. 

· The Hon. the Financial Secretary,
Mr. W. 0. Fraser, O.B.E. 

Nominated Members of Executive 
Council:-

The Hon. Sir Frank McDavicl, 
C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul­
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummingi (Mem­
ber for Labour, Health and Housing). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (Mem­
ber for Communications and Works). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.Il.E. 
1'.Member for Local Governme·nt, Social 
Welfare and Co-o-perative Develop­
weut), 

The Hon. G. H. SmeJlie,

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj. 

The Hon. R. C. Tello. 

Devuty Speaker:-

Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 

Nominated Officials :­

Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Mr. J. I. Ramphal 

Nominated Unoflicia,ls 

Mr. T. Lee. 

l\Ir. W. A. Phang. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

.-

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertie H_- Collins. 

l\'Irs. Esther E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 
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Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.R., T.D

l\lr. R. B. Jailal. 

_Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

Clerk of the Legislature­
Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature­
Mr. E. V. Viapree (acting). 

L1bsent:-

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.-op. loove 

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., ·o.B.E, 
on lea�. 

Mr. E. F. Correia-on leave. 

The Spe-aker mad pra,yim1-
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The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Thursday, the 24th of 
February, 1955, as printed and cir­
culated, were taken as read and con­
firmed, 

ANNOUNCgMENTS 

�1:EMBER EXCUSED 

Mr. Speaker: I have no announce­
ments to make except that Mr. Maenie 
l:as asked to be excused from attending 
today. 

'REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS 

The Financi-al Secretary (Mr. 
Fraser) : I beg -:;o lay on the table: 

The Sixty-Fourth Annual Report of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the City of 
Georgetown, Dcmerara, Briti�h Guiana, 
for the year ended 31st December, 1954. 

The Member for Communications 
and· Works (M!·. Kendall): I beg to lay 
on the table: 

The Telephone (Amendment) Regula� 
tions, 1955. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

!NTP.ODUCTION OF BILLS

The Attorney General (Mr. Hold­
er) : I bep; to give notice of the introduc­
tion and first reading of a Bill intituled: 

''An Ordinance furlher to amend the 
Criminal Law (Procedure) Ordinance with 
respect to the .rummoning of jurors." 

I also give notice of my intention 
tc, mo','e the suspension of the Standing 
Orders to enable me to proceed with 
the Bill through all its stnges today. 

Sir Frank McDavid (Membe!· for 
Agriculture, Forests, Land and Mines) : 
l l;>e� tp iive llQti-Ge of the intro-

duction and first reading of a Bill 
intituled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend t!he 
Drainage and Irrigation Ordinance, 1940 .. '' 

Mr. Farnum (Membe�· for Local 
Government, Social W elfa1•e and Co­
operative Devel'Opment): I beg to givjl 
notice of the introduction and first 
reading of the following Bills inti tu led: 

''An Ordinance further to amend the 
Georget,own Town Council Ordinance w�th 
respect to the payment of a gratmty 
where an officer or servant dies in tlhe 
service of the Georgetown Town Coun­
cil" 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Criminal Law (l)ffences) Ordinance.'' 

"An Ordinance further to amend lne 
Gambling Prevention Ordinance.'' 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES 

BRITISH CARIBBEAN FEDERATlON 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I beg to give notice 
of the following ·motion: 

''That this Council, having noted- the 
steps which are being taken by other 
Caribbean Governments and by Her Ma­
jasty1s Government towards ·a. creation 
of a British Ca�ibbean Federation, and 
the statement of the Secretary of State 
for fhe Colonies in Parliament to the ef­
fect that the constitutional instruments 
will provide that Bntis'h Guiana ,md other 
territories which might care to no so will 
be quite free to jom the Federation, is of 
the opinion that British Guiana should 
join the Federation, and that the questio� 
of thi.s country'!< participation foerein 
should be re-examined. 

This Council fmther prays His Excel­
lency the Governor to take such steps as 
he may deem fit to keep British Guiana 
in close touch with the action now pro­
ceeding toward.9 the setting uip of the 
Federation, and to ascertain t'he state of 
public opinion in this country towards 
participation in the Federation." 

Sir, the motion is of some import­
ance. May I ask vour permission to sug-
9'est that YOll give it priorlty consider:!. .... 

tion? 
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Mr. Speaker: Yes, I shall be happy 
to do so in view of its importance, but 
I do not think it is likely that it will 
be taken before next Friday. 

The Chief Secretary: I think we 
can meet on Thursday next if it meets 
with yom• wishes, and with the wishe� 
of the Council. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

RECONS'llRUCT10N OF' EAST BANK ROAD 

Rev. Mr .. Robb asked, and the Mem• 
ber for Communications :ind Works 
(Mr. Kendall), laid over replies to the 
following questions : 

,, ..1, -

Q 1: Is there any truth in the allega­
tion recently made by a membet 
of this Council and repeRted in 
�he Press that 1'ne US.A. Milita1-y 
Authorities had offered to con� 
st�ct at their. expense a perman­
ent road from the Air Base at 
Atkinson Field to Georgetovm and 
that this offer was rejected by 
Government during the regime of 
Sir Gorden Le+hem? 

A 1: The_ allegation is untrue. 

Q 2: 

A 2: 

Will Government state the full 
facts regarding any arrangements 
which wer.'" made with the U.S.A. 
Military Authorities regarding the 
use of th1c public , road between 
Atkinson anr! Georgetown for mili­
tary purpose:s and for its main­
tenance, repair or reconstruction? 

The use of this l'Oad by vehicle� 
of the U.S.A. Military Authorities 
at Atkin�on_Field caused consirler­
able damage and nego-tiati011s took 
place from time to time as to its 
reconstruction. In February·, 1942, 
the U.S.A. Military AuthoriHes in­
formed . Government of their pro­
posal t; .recondition, improve and 
surface 15 miles of ro3d from 
Hyde Park to Craig and later, in 
April, 1942, Government a-ccepted 
a further proposal to construct an 

18 _to 20 foot highway from Hyde 
•P<1rls: to Geor�etov,rn. �ffet;t Vva;; 

Q 3: 

A 3: 

Q 4: 

to Questions 1876 

given to this decision by ihe pub­
lication in the O:l'ficial Gazette of 
25tl1 Apdl, 1942 of (a) the C-eorge­
town-Hyde· Park Road (Improve• 
ment) Order, 1942, legalizing the 
appropriation of the necessary 
lands and of (.b) Government 
Notice No. 561 appointing an 
officer ,of the Department of Lands 
and Mines, to assess and pay com­
pensation in respect of action 
taken under the Order. In pux­
suan.ce o( these authorizations a 
Sum of $1fl,504.84 was paid by 
this Government to various per­
sons ::is compensation for lanr1 
appropriated and damage caused 
to l'iuildings, drainage, cultivation 
and crop� in surveying and 
arrangin� deviations in the align­
ment of the proposed new road. 
Government -was 'however in­
formecl in De-ce>mber. 1942 of the 
decision of the U.S.A. aut'norities 
to aband0�1 the project. 

The full facts of the matter are 
contained in the attached co':i'lv of 
a Message ua.tfld 25th January, 1943 
addresser1 by the Governor, Si,­
Gordon Lethem, to the Memb,m; 
of tbe Le�i,fative Council · il"\ 
seekin� ap1)roval of t'ne Finance 
Committee for the writincr off nf 
t�e. compensation oayments� part �{ 
wmch w�s met. iirom Colom,- R,e-• 
'7Pn11f-' �nil n<>r-t rei.mhnr�ecl from 
TJ.K. ''R,eciproc2 l Airl'' Funds. 

Will Govec1:nment state w'hy recon� 
struction of this important public 
roA.d w�s not ttndertaken when 
Atkinson Field became the Col� 
nny's Airport? 

It had been 1h8 intention o.f Gov­
ern.IJ1ent to give priority to the 
reconstruction of this road. How­
ever, by Resolution No. XXVII of 
8th December, 1949, -!!he Legis­
lative Council recommended that 
priority be given to the recon­
struction of the C.orentyne Road 
over any other public r<Jad. Gov­
ernment dE:eided to give effect to 
this recomrntndation and to post­
pone the work. of reconstructinf.! 
the Atkinson Field road until the 
Corentyne road ha.d been com� 
pleted. 

'<· 

Has provision been mad� in the . 
Pevelopment rrogi:a:mIJle fo:r ,Ple 
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reconstruction of this road and 
what is the estimated total cost? 

A 4: Prov�sion has been made in th6 
Devel0ipment Programme for the 
reconstruction of t"ne East Bank 
Derrt-erara public road. The cost, 
estimated i:r. October, 1953, anc1 
based on thE: recommendations of 
the World Bank Mission is 
$2,122,761. 

Q 5:. How many miles of this road havP. 
actually b<'en rpermanently recon­
structed and at what cost? 

A 5: 10.2 miles of this road 'nave been 
reconstructed since 1951 at a cost 
of $1,121,379 up to 30th November, 
1954. 

Q 6: 1s it the case that portions of re­
constructed road are already show­
ing signs of serious deterioration 
e>.nd what steps are being taken to 
remedy defactive coI1struction? 

A 6: Portions of the road have shown 
signs of deterioration. Such por­
tions are being re,paired. 

Q 7: When is the reconstruction of the 
whole road expected to be_ com­
pleted? 

A 7: The average rate of reconstruction 
under perfect weather conditions 
is one mile in five weeks. At the 
end of November there were seven 
miles of road left to be done. 

Honourable Members of Legislative 
council. 

EAST BANK ROAD 

. At �e meeting of the Finance Com­
mittee on 26t'.h October, 1942, and sub­
sequently in the Legislative Council in 
Committee, I made statements referring to 
the situation which had arisen in connec­
tion with l!he Pnblic Road on the East 
Bank, Demerara. A -brief history of the 
matter is given below. 

2. In February, 1942, the United States
Authorities informed Government of the 
pl)oposal to'recondition, improve and surface 
t'he road from Hyde Park to Craig-,a dis­
tance of about 15 miles, as a single track 
with 12 foot carriage way, by tbe Unitert 
States Army Engineers. 

3. In March, 1942, this Government was
�kl!q by the V,S.A. Qonsul ti

f

TTU!ke speci.!1

arrangements with regard to any private 
property so as to facilitate the expeditious 
proceeding of the work, and it was agreed 
that pending any decision as to whether 
the United States of America Authorities 
would bear costs of compensation, 1/hese 
should be met by advance by the local 
Government. At t.hat time it was estimated 
that the amount of c-omipensation likely to 
be paid would be very small, i.e. in the 
neighbourhcod of $1,000, and -!!his Govern­
ment agreed therefore that payment of 
compensation should be made at once and 
the expenditure charged to a SlliSlpense ac­
count pending decision as to whic'h Gov­
ernment would fin2lly bear the cost. 

4. In April, 1942, the United States En­
gineers informed the Department of .Lands 
and Mines of a further proposal to con­
.<rt.ruct. a wider road, 18 to 20 feet, from 
Hyde Park to Georgetown, and trhat al­
though it was propo�ed to make some use 
of the existing road as far as po,ssible, 
there would .be considerable deviations to 
avoid sharp corner:, and curves. Further­
more, that it would. be impossible for the 
Engineers to follow the regular procedure 
of preparing plans before commencing 
l\ct.ual construction because the road­
making gangs woulcl. be :followin� im­
mediately behind the Survey parties. It 
w.as stated that plans wer� being alte.rerl
ann varied at inLervals according to the
usually necessary in connection with the
cases adjustments might have to be made
so rapidly t'hat it would be difficult to go
thrcuizh the legal formalities that are
usually necessary in connection with thE 

construction of such· roads. It was then
realised that the amount of compensation
whic'h would be payable would, in all
probability, be in excess of the $1,000
originally estimated .

5. 1n these cir,:umstances Government
agreed that permission should be granted 
to the U.S.A. Authorities to proceed at 
once with the construcHon of the roaal, 
and that where it became necessary to 
pay compensation to persons whose pro­
perty was destroyed or damaged as a re­
sult od' £he construction. suc'n compensa­
tion should be prlid forthwith by an offi­
cer of Government as Assessor, pending 
ne�otiations wifo the U.S.A. Autnorities 
with regard to the settlement of claims. 
Effect was given to this decision by pub­
lication of t'h.e Geol·getown - Hyde Park · 
Road (Improvement, Order, 1942, in the 
Official Gazette of 25th April, 1942, legaliz­
ing the appropriation of the necessary 
lands

1 
ap.d, Qi; Qq-vi:rnment Notice No. 561 
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in the same Gazette appointing Mr. C. P. 
De Freitas, of the Department of Lands 
and Mines, to assess and pay compensation 
for damage caused by action taken under 
the Order. 

,· 

6. Later in the year Government was
informed of a communication received 
from illle United States Engineers Depart­
ment by the Commissioner of Lands allld 
Mines to the effect that fue Department 
had been authorised to complete con­
struction of only some 4 miles of road 
extending to the vicinity of a place known 
as ''Sing'h's Landing," whid'n is a distance 
of about 2¼ miles northward of the 
boundary of t:he leased area. The idea ot 
building a first class road for the full 
length originally contemplated was defer­
red. The taking over of private property 
immediately ceased, but extensive posses­
sion 'had already been taken and demoli­
tion of buildings, fences and cr�s car­
ried through. At that time the sums paid 
in compensation amounted t.o $14,443 with 
outstanding liabilities (wnich 'have since 
been met) making i:. total of $19,078. 

7. After disc1L-<1sions between the Go,v­
ernment, the U.S.A. Consul and the Offi­
cer Commanding the Base, an endeavour 
-was made to secure a decision that the 
road be continued according to the original 
or modified plan. But a fin.al decision 
to abandon this work was intimated in 
DecembCir. 

8. The payments for compensation can
be divided into two iportions:-

(a) Hyde Park--
Singh's Landing $10.l0f\ 

(b) 5ingh's Landing­
Pln. Brickery !!,970 

and the question arises as to llhe action to 
be taken to dispose of this expenditure 
which, l!l.S already indi,cated, bas been 
temporarily charged to suspense account. 

9. In regard to (a) above I consider
that it would he inexpedient to approach 
the United States Government for reim­
bursement, having regard to the fact t'nat 
ownership of the land and ro·ad in '!!his 
section, together with usage facilities of 
t'ne road itself, remain with the Colony. 
St11bject to fhe concurrence of the Segre­
tary of State, therefore, I propose that 
compensation charges under this he-ad 
should be borne by the vote £or Colon­
ial Emergency Measures. � 

10. The ex,penditure under (b) is in an
altogether different category, and c-0r­
respondence· is proceeding with a view to 
meeting this expenditure from funds ot'her 
than t!nose 0£ the local Government. 

11. I propose to discuss the matter with
Members of Council at the next meeting 
of the Finance Committee and to invite 
approval 0£ the action proposed. 

GORDON LETHEM, 
Governor. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
BRITISH GUIANA. 

251'.h January, 1943. 

DR. MILLElt SCHOLARSHIP 

:Miss Collins asked, and the Chief.

Secretary (Mr. Jakeway) laid OYer re­
plies to the following questions: 

Q 1: Was there any sum of money left 
under the will of the late Dr. R. 
Miller, retired Government Officer, 
for Government· t.o establi!m a 
scholarship or sch-0larships? 

A 1: Yes, 

Q 2: If so: 
(a) How much was it ?
(b) When was the amount

paid to Government ?
(c) W.ha-t were the condi­

tions laid down for the
Scholarship 'l 

A 2: (a) $5,0ll0. 
(b) The amount was paid into

the Treasury during October
1950 by the Public Trustee,
and in accordance wit!ii an
Executive Council decision of
the 29th of May, 1951, the 
funds were invested. in New
Amsterdam Mayor and Town
Council 4 % Bonds.

(c) The relevant extract from
the Will is as follows:

"I direct m.y executor
'hereinafter named to sell my

dwelling house known as
"Sydney ViJle'I' wit:h the lots 35,
36 and 37 on which it stJnds;
and frnm the amount realised
to pay over 1!he sum of Five
Thousand Dollars to the Gov­
ernment. of British G1iiana,
and I do hereby request t'ne
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sa1dGovemment to accept the 
said amount and to use the 
said sum for the sole purpose 
of establishing by the said 
Go\rennnent a Scholarship for 
one boy and one girl of 
purely African blood born in 
British Guiana. The said 
Scholarship shall be known 
as '·The Miller Memorial 
Scholarship," and to be com­
peted for every three years 
and tenable at one of the 
Secondary Schools recognised 
by and approved by the 
Government of British Gui­
ana. The age limit shall not 
exceed twelve years for en-• 
trance to the competitive 
examination on which t'he 
award is to be made. 'nie 
examination shall be on t'he 
standard of the Government 
County Scholarship or such
other standard as the Gov­
ernor in Council may from 
time to time decide upon. 
Eve.ry candidate competino: 
for the said Scholarship s'hall 
satisfy the Department of 
Education witfn. two certifi­
cates as to re�ctability and 
general good character. 1 
direct that my executor s'hall 
at all times where requisite 
be a member of any Bo13;rd 
or Committee appointed by 
the Governor in con­
nection with the carryin� 
out of my wishes herein ex­
pressed." 

Wiilh the apprc,val of Executive Council 
,foe following conditions were published in 
the ·"Official Gazette" of Saturday, 12th.. April, 1952: 

"MILLER MEMORAIL SCHOLARSHIPS" 

The Trustees of t'ne Miller Memorial 
Scholarship established under the Will of 
the late Dr. Robe1·t Stuart Miller desire 

· to give notice that in and after 1'952 Miller
Memorial Scholars'nips will be awarded 
under the following conditions :

1. One "Miller Scholar- Number of
ship'' tenable at one Scholarnhips.
of the secondary
schools recognised by 

· the Government for

the pw,pose shall be 
offered for competi-
tion. The first scholar- ' '\, 
snip shall be awarded 

to a boy in 1952 and 
the second to a girl in 
Hi55, and fnereafte1 
alternatively to a boy 
and a girl -every three 
years. 

2. Every candidate shall Candidate to 
satisfy the Trustees as be of good
to his respectability character.
,and general good
character and produce
two ce1·tificates to this
effect ..

3. The Miller Memorial Other con­
Scholarships shall be ditions of 
open to any boy 01· Eligibility.
girl of purely Africar,
blood born in British
Guiana, whose age
does not exceed 12
years on tne 31st day
of May in the. year of 
the examination. Can­
didates must S'Upply
satisfactory proof of
ihe Trustees, that he
is of purely African
iBlood.

4, The sd'nolarship shall Test Exam­
be awarded on the re- ination. 
sults of the Govern� 
ment County Scholar-
s'hip Examination and 
subject to any entrance 
test �osed by the 
secondary school se-
iected. 

5. The award of the Trustees to
sc�olarship snail be award
made by the- Trustees. Scholarship.

6. T'ne scholarship will Value otl
l!)rovide the cost of Scholarship.
tuition and a grant
will be given towards
books and mainten-
ance.

7. The sum due in re- Payment of 
spect of each scholar- School fees. 
ship shall be paid in .
equal termi..,al in-
stalments. The Trus-
tees shall deduct from

,. 
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each. instalment tne 
amount due fol' school 
lees and pay this 
direct to the Pdn­
cipal of the approved 
school. Any balance 
of the instalment re­
maining in hand after 
payment o:f such fees 
shall lbe paid by the 
Trustees to the paTent 
or guardian for books 
and maintenance. 

8. Every Miller Mem- Supervision
orial Scholar shall be of scihol11rs.
under the general
supervision of the
Trustees to whom the 
parent or guardicn of
each scholar shall send

· at the end of each
term a certificate of
good conduct and
satisfactory progress
from t'ne Principal of
the Sc1hool attended.
Failure to obtain such 
a certificate may, at
the discretion of the
truste-eE, en i�il a su s­
pension of. all tlhe 
r i g h t s and pri­
vileges of 'a scholar
for one or more terms.
and two consecutiv�
failures to obtain such
a certificate shall e11-
tail forfeiture of t'.he
Scholarship if the
Trustees so decide.

9. 'l'he Trustees of itn.e
Miller M e m o r i a I
Scholarahip shall be
the Director of Edu­
cation or his repre­
s�ntative and the Pub-
lic Trustee."

It is to be noted that the Scbolarshi,p is 
not a Government Scholarship. 

Q. 3: Have ·my sc'nolarships . been
granted? 

If any, when ? 
If none, why? 

A. 3: One scholarsh;p was granted to 
a boy, J. H. Fraser, ;n 1952. A

. -:scho�arship for a girl, to be 

(F"foceditre) (Amdt.) Bili 1884 

awarded on the results of the 
1955 Government County Scholar­
ship Examination, was advertised 
in the "Official Gazette" of 18th 
December, 1954, and in the Pre3s 
on 19th December. It will be re­
advertised twice in the Press and 
t'he "Gazette" near the- closing 
date for entrance-2.Sth March, 
1955. 

SUMMARY JURISDICTION (APPEALS) 
(AMENDMFNT) BILL 

The Attorney General: Sir, I wish 
to ask · that the second reading of 
the Summary Jurisdicti,on (Appeals) 
(Amendment) Bill standing in my name 
be deferred in view of further taLks 
taking place on the matter, and oortain 
comments whic'h have been made by the 
Judges. I have to redraft certain 
clauses of the Bill, and I s·hall -follow 
th:it 1t.p with comments. 

Mr. Spea,ker: Fmi;her consider­
ation of this Bill is deferred. 

CRIMINAL LAW (PROCEDURE) (AMEND• 
MENT) BILL 

The Attorney G�neral: I beg· to 
move t�e suspension of the Standing 
Orders m ord·er to proceed later in the 
day with the Bill intitul,ed: · 

'.'A� Ordinance further to amend the 
Cnmmal Law (Procedure) Ordinance with 
respect to thE' summoning of Jurors". 

· 

This is the Bill appearing on the 
Supplementary Order Paper, of which I 
g:i ve notice earlier. 

The Financial Secrelary: J beg to 
second the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

St�nding Orders suspended.

The �tto1:ney General: Whenever 
the CouneI! wishes I wiH proc·eed with 
it • 
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Mr. Speaker: If hon. , Members1fificiency in the number of jurors is 
consent to it you can proceed now. occasioned by persons summoned to 

The Attorney General: If that is 
so, I will proceed now. I beg to move 
that the Bill be read a first time. 

Mr. Gajraj: I beg to second the 
motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

The Attorney General: I beg t'O 
mo,ve that the Bill be read ,a second 
time. In doing so I wish to s•ay that on 
the triaJl by jury of accused persons, as 
hon. Members are aware the Registrar 
is empowered under the provisions of 
section 30 of the Criminal Law (Pro­
cedure) Ordinance, Chapter 18, to 
summon a panel of thirty persons 
qualified to serve ,as jurors, for each 
Court. Each jury for the trial of an 
issue must consist of twelve persons. 
On the trial of an indictment each 
accused is entitled to challenge not 
more than thfoe jul·ors peremptorily, 
whether or not more than · one ac­
cused is being tried on the same 
indictment. In addition each accused 
person as well as the Crown is entitled 
to challenge any number of the jurors 
on the panel for cause shown. 

Where there is ,a sufficiently large 
1rnmber of accused persons on trial on 
one indictment it is there.fore possible 
for the panel of jurors to be exhausted 
by reason of peremptory challenges or 
of challenges for cause shown. 

A Judge otf the Supreme Court has, 
in a recent d,ecision, ruled that the pro­
visions of section 39 of the Criminal 
Law (Procedure) Ordinance, Chapter 
18, prescribing the procedure to lbe 
adopted for cad<lin~ jurors to a panel, 
is appropriate only where the insuf-

attend as jurors not appearing at the 
trial of an issue, and that there are no 
·provisions in the existing law for a 
similar procedure where a panel is 
exhausted by reason of challenges. 

In a recent case where nine accused 
persons were charged on one indictment 
counsel for the accused intimated to the 
Court that the accus,ed intended to 
ex~rcise fully their statutory right of 
pe1~emptory challenge. It will be appr,eci­
ated that in such circumstances the 
Court had no option but to adjourn the 
trial pending the enactment of legis­
lation to remedy the position, as after 
such challenges no more than three 
jurors of the panel would have remained 
for the trial of the issure. 

Provision is now sought to be made 
to empower the Registrar to summon 
such number of jurors, being not less 
than thirty for a panel as he may, 
having regard to the number of accused 
charged on any one indictment exp,ected 
to be tried •at the Sessions for which 
the panel is being summoned, think 
necessary. 

Provision is aiso sought to be made 
to ,empower the Registrar, on the 
direction of the Court, to add persons 
qualified as jurors to the original panel 
where by reason of •Chal1enges or default 
of jurors a full jury cannot be obtained 
for the trial of any . issue. I think all 
l:on. Members will agre·e as to the neces­
sity for making this amendment, having 
reg,ard to the particular circumstances 
which I have sought to place before this 
Council. 

I may add t};at I am taking this 
opportunity, if Members will agree, to 
make another amendment which I shall 
circulate, and that is to provide that 
members of the Special Reserve Police 
Foree should not be required to s·erve 
as jurors. It will be appreciated that it 

... , 
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might be somewhat embarrassin·g ai1d 
undesirable for members of the Special 
Reserve Police Force to be g1vmg 
evidence in a matter engaging the 
attention of the Court, and at the same 
time some other members of the Force 
are sitting to determine the case as 
jurors. So I am taking the opportunity 
to deal with th::it. 

I would suggest to hon. Members 
that the Bill is of a non-controversial 
nature, .it is ,, measure which is 
necessary, and its provisions are along 
the lines of legislation ,existing in 
Trinidad in particular regard to the 
matter pro-viding for additional jurors 
where the panel is exhausted. 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
second the motion. 

Question put," 1111d agreed to. 

Bi!J read a zecond time. 

COVNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

Council resolved itself into Com-· 
mittee to consider the Bill clause by 
clause. 

Mr. Speaker: As we are in Com­
mittee I should like to remind the two 
lady Members of this Council that they 
have the privilege of suggesting that 
additional jurors be members of their 
own sex. They have an opportunity to 
do so now, since the Bill might become 
contentious. It has been mentioned by 
more than one Member that it is one of 
the rights of thti lady Members to make 
that suggestion. 

Mr. Ramphal: Tuiay I suggest, Sir, 
that this is a matter of principle that 
goes further back than the present 
amendment? 

Mr. Speaker: Witho.ut emphasising 
the amendment nny Member may speak 
on it. I am only mentioning th<> point 

to the ladies. When we are in Com­
mittee a Member may spea k as often 

as he or she likes. 

Clause 1--Short title.

The Attorney General: I beg to 
move that the figures. "1954" be 
mpended to read •' 1955". 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Clause 1, as amended., pasaed. 

New clause 4-

The Attorney General: There is an 
amendment which is proposed to come 
after clause 3 and before clause 4. In
other words, it is for the insertion of a 
new clause ,1 which reads as follows: 

4. The first schedule to the Pr.qic_ipal
Ordinance as amended. from time t.o tkne 
is being further amended by t'"ne addition 
of the following at end thereof -
"Members of the Spe.cial Reserve Police 
Force.'' 

I ,think the two lady Members are 
fully appreciative of the fact that they 
can raise the point you have referred to, 
Sir. It was menti.::med last week but I 
do not think the hon. ladies will raise 
it today. As the hon. Mr. Ramphal has 
said, it is a matt.ei- of principle, anrl has 
nothing to do witi:t the provisions which 
we are considering today. We will have 
to change the wording of· the clause, 
and the words "othee persons" will in­
clude a lady-any individual and not 
only any male person. 

Mrs. Dey: That is what I am say­
ing Sir. I do not intend to deal with 
the matter this afternoon, ho1wever. 

New Clause 4, as printed, passed. 

The Attorney 

clause, :as I ha.ve 
result of a. request 
missioner of Police. 

General : • 'rhis 
stated, is th� 
from the Com­
As I said in 



1889 Mi�iing (Co11soliriation) / 4TH MARCH, 1955 . ( Am.dt.) Biil 1890 

[The Attcir�ey G1meral] 
the . course of the sec,ond reading, 
the1;e ;.s a schedule which sets ,out the 
persons who are exempt f;_·om jury ser­
vke. The Police hav�,J;oµi,e into this 
category and what we� .1re seeking to 
do is to o.dd '':Members of ·the Special 
Reserve Police Force" at the end of this 
s·chedule. I think hon. Members will 
agree that it is de�irable to. do so. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members have 
the wording of 1.he schedule, and to that 
will be added tlw words: "Members of 
the S.pecial Reserve Police Force". 

Council resumed. 

The Attorney General: With the 
consent of Council 1 beg to move that 
this Bill be now read a third time and 
passed. 

The Financial Secretary: I beg t:o 
secoud the motion. 

Question put an<l agreed to, 

·· Bill read a thir<l ,time and passed.

MINING (CONSOLIDATION) 
(AMEND:.VIENT) BlLL 

. Sir Frank McDavid (Member fo�· 
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and Mines) : 
I beg to move the second reading of the 
Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance turther to. amend the 
Mining (Consolidation) Ordinance with 
respect to the payment of · royalty on 
timber cut on concessions and leases 
granted under t'hat Ordinance." 

For many years there has been the 
p1,actice and custom not to exact from 
mining undertakings any royalty on 
timber cut within the •boundaries of 
areas held under a. title issued under 
the Mining Regulations. '.Dhis, as I have 
said, is a matter of custom or practice 
or, as was said also, "sweet reason-

ableness". Nevertheless, there is pro­
vision in the Mining (Consolidation) 
Ordinance, Chapter 175, which pre­
scribes that royalty should be paid. on 
such timber at the prescribed rates in 
force. 11 would like to emphasize that 
this. timber is cut and used on the 
mining concession itself and, of course, 
Ls not removed from the ,area in which 
it is cut. In practke, information is 
given to the Lands and Mines Statistical 
Department of the amount of timber 
cut, but no royalty is demanded. After 
some consideration of the position it 
has b-een decided to recommend to this 
Council the regulal'ising of the position 
by amending the law. The existing law 
appears in section 21 Chapter 175, and 
reads:--

"The holder •Df every concession arr leas� 
may, subject to the regulations, any 
regulations under the Forestry Ordinance, 
and the Crown lands regulations for 1fne 
time bei ng in force, cut timber and fuel 
on the Crown lands for mining purposes, 
on payment of the royalty prescribed by 
the last named :regulations.''

Clearly, the Bill now hefore the 
Council seeks to repeal that section anrl 
to insert what appears in clause 2 of 
the Bill. An important sub-clause to 
clause 2 reads: 

"The holder of any concession or lease 
granted under this Ordinance shall not 
remove from any such concession or lease 
any timber cut thereon . except on the 
payment of royalty at the rates prescribed 
by Regulations made under this Ordin­
ance.'' 

Consequently, it exactly reverses 
the interpretation of the law as it exists 
today. 

Sub-rlause (2) provides that the 
holder of any concession or leas·e grant­
ed under the Ordinance shall not re­
move from any such eoncession or lease 
any timber cut therean, except on the 
payment of royalty at the rates pre­
srribed by Regulations made under the 
Ordinance. That is to ·ensure that the 
timber is actually used in the mining 
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opera,tion and is in no way removed 
from the mining area for the purpose 
of sale or export. I am sure hon. Mem­
bers will consider this the right action 
to talie to regularise the ,position which 
exists, and that it is entirely right and 
proper. I formally move that the Bill �e 
read a s-econd time. 

. Mr. Cummings: I beg to second the 
m'otion. 

Mr. Carter: I desire to move an 
amendment that the Bill be read a 
second time six months :henoe. 

Mr. Speaker: Will the hon. lvlem­
ber giv-e some reason? 

Mr. Carter: I suspect and beli.eve 
that this Bill has a very strong bear­
ing on my motion on the Order Paper. 
I am therefore asking that the second 
reading be deferred for six months. 

Sir Frank McDa�id:: I can assure 
the hon. Member that it has ng bearing 
whatever on his motion. The matter 
was raised by the Department concern­
ed months before his motion was seen, 
if not 1.Jaibled. The Bill seeks to regularise 
a practice which is in force. There is 
no change in the administrative situa­
tion. 

Mr. Carter: The second paragraph 
of the memoi-andum of Objects and 
Rea.sons says : 

"At present royalty collected from such 
timber is negligible and fonns only a small 
proportion of th i, rnyalty collected or 
timber generally." 

Since that is so I do not think the 
hon. Member sqould worry about so 
negligible an amount of royalty. My 
reason for moving the amendment is 
because I f-eel thnt the Bill has a strong 
bearing on the motion which is in my 
name. on the Order Paper. 

Sir F.rank McDavid; I have already 
,. J,l'iven the hon. Member an assurance 

that the Brn has nothing whatever to 
do with his motion; it was being con­
sidered long before his motion was even 
conceived." 

Mr. Phang: I have had many claims 
working gold, and on any timber cut on 
those cl.aims no royalty was collected at 
all. T'his Bill is to regulal'ise the pro­
cedure and has nothing to do with the 
hon. Member's motion. 

Sir Frank McDavid: The hon. Mr. 
Carter has referred to paragraph 2 of 
the Objects a.nd Reasons which, I think, 
is badly worded. It says that the royalty 
coliected "is neg-lible." W·h-at I have 
be·en trying to say is that no royalty is 
collected, and the hon. Member, Mr. 
Phang, has supported me in that. This 
Bill is merely intended to regularise the 
position which has been existing for 
many years. 

Mr. Carter: There are several lawl'\ 
which are not enforced, and there is no 
harm in their remaining on the Statute 
Book. 

Mr. Lee: Mr. Speaker, I think l 
should ask your ruling on the procedure. 

The Attorney General: According to 
parliamentary p1·actice the hon. Membel' 
is within his right in moving the de­
ferment of the Bill, but the motion for 
the second reading of the Bil:l having 
been moved, the Council should proceed 
to debate that motion. If the ,hon. Mem­
ber has any point to ra:ise germane to 
the. debate he should proceed to do so, 
but the Council should proceed with the 
debate on the motion for the second 
reading of the Bill. The hon. Member 
cau vote a)l"ainst it: if he so desires. 

Mr. Speaker: No, debate on the hon. 
:Member's amendment would oo in order 
because it has not been seconded. Having 
he1'!,rd the assurance by the hon Member 
fof Agriculture (Sir Frank Mc David) 
I would have expected the hon. Member 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
to :withdraw his amendment. However, 
his amendment has not · been seconded 
and there is nothing to d-ebate. 

· Mr. Farnum (Member fo,r Local 
Government, Social Welfare and Co­
operative Development) : I quite agree 
that this B-ill has nothing whatever to 
do with the hon. Member's motion. My 
experience is t hat not only the large 
gold mining companies but the small 
pork-Jmockers use the wood cut in the 
forests for the purpose of thei i· gold 
digging operations. If the pres·ent posi­
t~on is not i;egularised the possibilify 
is that some day companies and pork­
knockers may be called upon to pay 
1;oyalty on such' wood. 

Mr. Lord: I should like to s:ippori; 
this BiU for t he reason that poss1.lbly 
I have been one cf those who failed to 
collect royalty on timber which had been 
removed in the course of mining opera­
tions. · It is a moral procedure in the 
course of dredging operations. The 
land has to be cleared of the forest be­
fore the dredge car, operate, and the 
t imber cu_!; has sometimes been made use 
of by the mining company who submit 
details at the encl of t he year, but no 
royalty is collected on such timber. The 
time has -come when that state of affairs 
should . be regulari~-ed, which this Bill 
seeks to do. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

Councif resolved itself into Com­
mittee and approve<l the Bill as printed. 

Council resumed. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I __ mo_ve that 
the Bill be now read a -third time and 
passed. 

The Attorney General: I beg t o 
second the motion. 

c'~ 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

POUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL DEFERREP 

The next item on the order Papr;,r 
was the second reading of the Bill in­
tituled : 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Pounds Ordinance with respect to the pub­
lication of lists of impounded strays.'' 

The Chief Secretary: I do not pro­
pose to proceed with the second reading 
of this Bill today, because certain re­
presentations have been made with re­
spect to it wh ich I would like to com­
sider. 

Bill deferred. 

COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBILITY 
OF PLYWOOD INDUSTRY 

Mr. Carter: I beg to .move the 
motion standing in my name on the 
Or der Paper wh ich reads : 

"Whereas the locally grown wood known 
as "dalli" is being exported to a foreigp 
country and no export duty is being col­
lected thereon; 

And w'hereas only the h ighest quality 
grade of dalli logs which must bt! free 
from knots, splits, wanes, warps, flats and 
borer are acceptable in the export market 
and as a consequence rejected log., in­
volving thousands of cubic feet of this 
wood are allowed to rot and waste in the 
forest; 

And whereas this Colony imports ply­
wood on which import duty is collected, 
and suc'n plywood is manufactured from 
dalli logs of this Colony; 

And whereas the Colony's forests 
abound wifn dalli and in quantities esti­
mated to operate a plywood industry for 
at least forti ( 40) years; 

And whereas the Colony's houging pro­
gramme would abso1~b all of the iply­
wood that could be manufactured locally 
and the establishmi•nt of such an industry 
from dalli and other suitable Colony woods, 
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would create employment for many of the 
present unemployed: 

Be it resolved: 
That this Council recommends-

(a) the appointment of a Select Com­
mittee comprising five members
to investigate and report on the
possi.l)ility of establishing a ply­
wood industry in the Colony;

(b) the immediate imposition of a.,.,
export tax on the woqd known as 

dalli.

(c) (ne imposition of an ·export tax
on all forest products excluding
firewood and charco_al;

(d) that Rules be enacted under
Section 18 of the Export of
Timber Ordinance 1937 (No. 1'
to provide for the collection of
export tax and inspection fees,
etc. on forest products.''

I propos-e to give hon. MembeTs an 
idea of what plywood is. Its first con­
ception was as a veneer, a ,process of 
�1uing a thin layer of valuaible o,r beauti­
ful wood on to a piece of wood of 
inferior· quality. Plywood, on the other 
hand, is the term used to d.escribe a 
form of board built up by a similar 
process of gluing togetl).er two or more 
lay,ers of rotary eut or sliced cut wood 
with the grains crossed Ht right angles 
to ·each succtis,,_ive layer. The glue"­
o'riginally us,ed in the manufacture of 
plywood were organic glues which ·were 
liable to attack by humidity, insects and 
fungi, thereby causing rapid deterior• 
ation, and as a consequence plywood was 
a material which could not be used for 
const ructional or other purposes unless 
it was kept dry and away from the 
ravages of insects. 

Today the use of plywood has be•en 
enormously expanded iby the application 
of resinoid glues .i.nd t-ermite treatment 
making them partially or completely 
waterproof and immuned from ,attack by 
insects. Resinoid glue happ-ens to be a 
product of modern plastic industry and
plywood manufacture. There are several 

forms. or kinds of 1,esinoid glue, but the 
one principally used in this industry 
makes the wood impervious to attack by 
insects and i11 also wate1'l)roof, and to a 
great extent heatproof and does not 
suffer any of the inherent disadvan� 
tr.ges of animal g1u'es hitherto used in 
plywood manufacture. In this tropical 
clime of ours a material which is strong, 
light and cheaply priced and above all 
can be -easily and quickly erected ,to a 
wooden frame should serve our housing 
purpose to a great degr·ee, and I feel, 
Sir, knowing plywood ,as I do, it is not 
only good enough for partitions and 
i11terior work bnt _also for floors and 
outside walls. It would appear to me 
that plywood pre;pa1·ed for this purpose 
would adequately meet the needs of our 
:housing problem. The material can be 
prepar,ed in large sizes according to the 
thicknest:, width :i.nd lengths r-equired, 
and that would very much reduce the 
labour necessary in this experiment. 
Since it is the strong,est 111aterial in 
this type of manufacture, I feel that if 
nRed in the construction of small houses 
because of its Ug-htness of weight.,, 
11eavy foundation� on our unstable soil 
would not be ner,essary, theveby re­
ducing the total cost of construction. 

There are r t num1Jer of other uses 
for plywood, such as house, office and 
factory furnishing, Rhip interior ftlrn­
ishing, There ar-e many other uses in 
industry that you or I do not know about. 
Apnrt from that. if we should manu­
facture plywood in this counfry, I am 
B.bsolutely certain that we can c•apture
a lnrge portion of the world's market.
fo this �ountry we have the materials
for the manufact.ure of this useful
commodity. With the exception of the
various resiuoid glues and other
chemicals needed in the process, which
form a very small percentage of the
whole, the greater l)ortion is British
Guiana timber whfrh we have in
abundance. The nei_()'hbouring- Colony of
Dutch Guiana has a:plywood fa.dory and
imports & lal·ge perc:ent�ie of their r�w
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materials in the fonn of British Guiana 
dalli which is known as and callerl 
"baboon". I would like to read a Press 
1,elease published in the Daily A1·_qos11 of 
the 14th November, 19-54, where it 
states "British Guiana timber for the 
Surinam Plywood factory". 

Sir Frank · McDavicl: Is it an 
editorial? 

Mr. Carter: It is an ordinary state­
ment made in th� Press. ·It says: 

"The plywood factory of Bruynzel will 
soon be importing much needed raw 
material from 1Brifo:h Guiana. N'egoti�tions 
were recent!)' succti.\'�fully completed wbic'n 
will -enable the ,Br1ivnzel. factory tu 
increa�e its production by 50 per cent." 

At this point 1 wonlci like to give 
fhe figures of the export of <la1li to 
that fac-torv <luring- Hl!i4. The Hmount 
is 27.02fi cubic feP.t. I <lo not know if 
every Member of this Council is 
acmrn.inte<l with the wood we call <lalli 
nr.,T I woulrl like to pa;;s a sample around. 
/Sample of dal!i 1voocl r>ffs.�ed a1·01111rl 
the Tnble.J. Thi;�. wood is eminently 
suiterl to the manufacture of pJ:vwoorl, 
but there a1·e :t number of other known 
woods of t'his Colonv which M·e also 
suiterl for thiR and other mannfoct.urPs. 
especially in the mannfoc-tnre of nlv­
woarl. I would like- before goin� furth�r 
to <mote one 01· two Rtatements· made 
by M1·. G. 0. CMe. In one of Mr. Case's 
reports he says: 

"The plywood and veneer factory recom­
mended by Mr. A. H. Scroggs would 
require 584,000. cubic feet of logs per 
annum to make annually 312,500 cubic feet 
of plywood, allowirn: for waste in cuttina 
etc. . 

� "' 

If only 20% of lhe lif'nt species of wood5 

in the readily acc=i-ble areas is available 
for making veneers and 1)lywood, there 
would still be sufficient timber to supply 

the proposed plywood and veneer factory 
for over 600 year�." 

Under the 1-IP.acl "Market for B.G. 
plywood and veneers!' Mr. Case says: 

"Messrs. Veneer Craft inform me that 
�ey n9�. Jlaiv� on 'ti�n!l contracts _t.Q 1m.� 

value of £1,080,000 for 1:he veneer and 
plywood installations, And th.it they would 
be interested in a selling agency . for 
British Guiana veneer and plywood. T"ney 
find it difficult to obtain sufficient SU.P­
plies. 

Mr. A. D. Wood, part-author of the 
text-book on Plyv,ood, in a letter to me 
dated August 20th, 1945, states that "therP 
is a marrket for well-cut veneer of com­
mercial quality for plywood, specialities: 
for railways, ship-building, doors and 
many other industrial uses. Then there is 
a large market for commercial grades of 
plywood in thinner gauges for furniture­
making a,nd a hundred and one other jobs.'' 

Those are few of the recommend­
ations for B.G. plywood and ven-eer. If 
the Surinnm plywood factory can make 
Ruch considerable use of our B.G. dalli, 
I fail to see why �ince 1946 this report 
by Mr. Case was handed to Govern-
ment--

, Sir Frank McDavid : May I ask 
the· hon. Member if he quoted from Mr. 
Case's repo1ts exclusively or was it from 
lvlr. Case's and some other ? 

Mr. Carter: I was reading from 
Mr. Case's reports. To give Members 
of this Council a better idea of why I 
would like us in this country to operate 
�- plywood factory, when we reduce 
27,025 cubic feet of timber to 3/16 of an 
inch plywood, WfJ would get 864,800 
panels measuring 3/16 in. by 4 ft. by 8 
ft. If that is imported into British Gui­
ana and duty is paid on it, it can be sold 
for $7,195,136. 'rhat calculation is as 
correct as I can give it to you. There is 
a certa.in contra,�tor who used in 1954 
not less than 1,100 such panels at 
$8.64 each. Knowing that one cubic foot 
of timber would give 693 square feet of 
1/16 veneer, I have been able to calculate 
the figures I have given a{!curately as 
if I were a manager of such a concern. 
But W'hat it would cost the factory to 
obtain this wood is my greatest 
alarm, and what the Governm·ent would 
get out of "it adds to that alarm. 
Three cents pe_r cubic foot _is the ro¥alty
c9llected on th1� valuahl� timher, Arl4 gf 

J 
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the 27,025 cubic ft. shipped, all that 
this Government got out of it w�s 
£810.75. The poor Ame1,indi-an who must 
soak himself in the swamps, cut and 
collect these logs and haul them over a 
distance of a mile to the point of ship­
ping gets 12 cents per ft., and the mid­
dl�man who has nothing to do but take 
delivery gets 8 cents. 

At this stage I would like to amend 
subclause (b) of the resolve clause of 
my motion. Irnitead of the words: 

"t!he immediate imposition of an export 
tax on the wood known as "dalli,". 

I am asking that it should now read__: 
"the cessation of the export of the wood 

known as 'dalli' and also all other· soft 
woods to be required for the manufacture 
of plywood;" 

Sir Frank McDavid: I take it that 
the hon. Member means prohicbition. 

1\-Ir. Carter: Yes, that is what it 
means. 

Sir Frank McDavid; The hon. 
Member had better use that woi·d. 

Mr. Carte1·: Thank you. Go,ing back 
to the p1-.eamble of the motion, as I said, 
in 1954 27,052 cubfr ft. were exported. J 
feel that even if we export timber to tl'lll' 
United Kingdom 1111d other Common­
wealth <:ountries duty-free, it should 
not be done in the case of a foreign 
country. The seccmd chlllse in the pre­
c1mble of the motion flay.: 

''And whereas 0111.y the highest qualit." 
grade -of clalli logs which must be free from 
knots, splits, wanes, war;ps, flats, and 
borer ,u-e acceptable in the export market. 
us a consequence rejected logs involvin:, 
thousands of cubic fee.t of this wood are· 
allowed to rot ancl waste in the forest;'' 

Fol'Inerly, lengths of 15 and 20 ft. were 
the only lengths of logs accept,a.ble, and 
l:,ecause of that, logs were discarded. The 
logger has DE.Ver been a,ble to judge the 
perfection of a tree wl1ile it is standing. 
It is . only after -it is felled that 

he oan see that a log does not stand 
up to export specifications. As a 
result the tree is left there and as the 
area is mostly swamp, it quickly rots. 
Tf we had a plywood factory, whether in 
that area or in any other part of the 
country we would have beea· able to 
utilize that wood. As I said, the Con­
servator of Forests .was trying to get :;;i.. 
sawmill put down in that area to utilise 
dalli that otherwise would have been 
left to rot, but I do not know if it bas 
been done. 

;' '·� 

The third: pre-amble. reads: 
"And whereas this Colony imporjs ply­

wood on which impon duty is collected 
and sucib. plywood is manufactured.1 from 
DaUi logs of this Colony;'' 

We imported from Surinam in 19-54 
G93 cubic ft. of piywood at c.i.f. value 
of $5,437, and the -.24 cents duty- that 
was paid will eventually fall to the con-
sumer. 

The fourth clfluse of the preamble 
reads: 

"And whereas the Colony's forests 
a-bound with dalli and in quantities esti•: 
mated to o.perate a plywood industry for at 
least forty ( 40) years;" 

A trained Dutch field executive in 
April, 1954 was sent h_ere to investigate 
th-e possibilities of our dalli and after 
he saw on the Waini River between the 
mouths of the Luri and the Baramani 
tributaries the trees growing the� be 
said, "My God, ,V()U have enough timber 
!,ere to satisfy my factory for 30 
years!" If he could say that a:bout one 
11.rea, then I think we can operate a ply­
wood industry for 40 years.

Sh- Frank McDavid: What is the 
hon. Member referring to ? Is that his 
personal opinion '! Are we supposed to 
accept his personal opinion? 

Mr. Carter: I am stating an ex­
planation made by the Dutch field ex· 
ecutive. The last preamble reads: 

"And whereas the Colony's hou$ing pro� 
granune -w9ulo. c,hsorb fi,µly}.U of the ply� 
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Greenheart: 645,044 cubic f.t. were ex­
wood that could be manufactured locally · ported at a value of $1,270,410-this 
from Dalli and other suitable Colony was round and hewn greenheart. Other 
woods- and the establis'hment of such a · · · 

[Mr. Carter] 

. n - kmds: ?1 506 cubic, ft. exported-value 
mdustry would crei.te emIPloyment for ' 
manr of the present unemployed:'' $�9,712. Sawn greenheart: 328,680 cubic 

· ft. exported - value $1,046.
1
243; other 

I have here some pictures of a ply- kinds: '21,921 cu hie ft. exportied-value 
wood house and another of that kind $50,014 ; railway sleepers: 26,259 cubic 
in the course of construction which I ft. exported - value $45,540 ; shingles: 
would like to pass around for Members 1 .229,304 exported-value $'25,140 . GoY­
to see. We know that the Colony is suf- e1·nment collects Toya-lty on th�- exports 
fering from unemployment and we also and, I hope, is introducing the timber 
know that the Amerindian is becoming to new world markets. I kno-w tlhat 
again a virile race, and that we would greenheart can be sold for double the 
like to improve his standard of living. price it is sold for at present in the 
He is the best logger we have in this world market, and I know that if 
country and it is no use trying to turn these timbers weru properly advertis"ed 
him into an agriculturis,t. As the Com- more of them would be wanted 
missioner of th·e Interior's report s•ays, from this count.r�•. As I said be­
the Amerindian will always be a hunter fore, I strongly res,ent the idea that we
and nevier an agri�nlturist unless 'he is are to export thei'E· things, particularly

hained from. his boyhood d,avs in it. when they are manufactured into other
Acr·ordin_g- to Am<erindian talk. that is commodi.ties and i-ent back to British
'squaw work.' The. plywood indnstrv Guinna for our pet·sonal consumption. 
would enable the Amerindian to find 
employment year in and year out. It 
would also. encournge loggers to go back 
to the forest. Because the price pa.id 
locally for dalli is very uneconomical 
manv who formerly would have laboured 
in that direction have desisted. The 
wood is very light and would float down 
the rivers. I feel that if we establish a 
rlywood industry in British Guiana it 

. would find employment for 1,000 of our 
people. 

Going to the resolve clause I am 
a:=;king- for the appointment of � Select 
Committee comprising- five members to 
investigate and report on the possibili­
ties of establishing a plvwood industrv 
in the Colony, We have already ,amende�1 
subdause (b). Subc·Iause (c) r�ds: 

''the imposition of an export tax on all
forest products excluding firewood and 
charcoal;" 

This will meet with opposiition and 
if you will permit me, Sir, I would like 
to give hon. Members an idea of our 
tim°Qer �q. lull'.l.ber ��orts in 191$4. 

I am saying that even if this Coun­
cil refuses to agree with my motion for 
the imposit,iori of an export tax on• our 
forest products, induding fir"ewood and 
charcowl, it should do so at least where 
a foreign country is concerned. That 
also speaks for my statement as regards 
the previous clause. That is all I am 
prepared to say at the moment as I 
would like to give other Members � 
chance to say something. I wish 
tl1is Bill a happy nnd successful pas-
sage. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I rise to sec•ond the 
motion. 

Mr. Speaker: After the hon. Mem­
ber in charge of that section has spoken 
and the Financial Secretary gives us 
the necessary figures, I think the motion 
should be sub-divided. One l'ecommenda­
tion is for the establishment of a ply­
wood indmit1·y, but the recommendation 
for the appointment of .a Select Com­
mittee, I take it, is something different,. 
The �on. +\fell).ber is recomll).endipg th� 

, 

', 
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Introduction of an- ·export duty; in other 
\lrords, a proposed am:endment to the 
Tax Ordinance. It is said that these 
things could be given effect to if the 
amendment is p;>.ssed. The idea of the 
tax is to prohibit the -exportation of 
certain roref'\-t products. It may be felt 
that there should be a plywood industry 
but, notwithstanding that, there may be 
opinion against this,export duty. There­
fore, I wish Members to understand 
that there are really two motions. I do 
not expect them to come fonvard tod�y; 
1J have not been able to examin·e them. 
I should like Members to know, ]10wever, 
that they can speak on both. 

I am anxious to know what ob­
stacles there aJ:.e in (a), (b) and (c). 1 
cln not know if one knows the obligations 
of the first speaker as regards the ap­
pointm�t of a Seler.t Committee, but 
I shall appreciate any assistance in that 
respect. My opinion, as a result of what 
has been said, is that this matter re­
quires exan:i,inntion and we may ,vie11 
ask the hon. Mover to delete the wordg 
"Sel,ect Commi.ttee.'' We can have a 
wider membership of the Committee and 
a wider examination of the questions 
concerned. I should like hon. Members to 
proceed with the debate on th:-it under­
standing. 

Mr. Cartr.r: Mr. Speaker, I thought 
we had Members of this Council who 
were competent to be part of a Se1ect 
Committee. 

Mr.,Speaker: I am not saying,�ther .. 
wise. f thought perhaps we might have 
been able to ask the hon. Mr. Lord to 
be a member if he had the time. Let us 
get on with the motion, however; it is 
a private Member's motion. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I rise to sup­
port this motion, and I do so -in keep­
ing witli an established principle-en­
couragement for mino1' .and other indus­
tries in this Cplony. Lt is also in keep­
j:p.g with the pi.:inciple of converting our 

raw materials into some commercial 
value. As regards this plywood question,. 
I had the privilege of visiting a factory 
some months ago while II was in Para-• 
maribo, and I had a great deal of d<is� 
ct1ssion with the Management. Im­
mediately after that discussion 1 got 
in touch with our Conservator of 
Forests to see whether there was a 
possibility of securing enough ply­
wood - popular1y known as dalli -
for the setting !Up of a factory 
in this Colony. • F r o m my discus­
sion with the Conserv·ator of Forests it 
became clear that th€ production of dalli 
in Surinam is far greater than it is in 
British Guiana. I am told, Sir,-and I 
think the hon. Mr. Phang will bear me · 
out-that dalli fa found particularly in 
the North West District. It ::;eems to 
me also that there ar� two types-one 
with hi.Q'h stalks and the othe·r without 
sterns. The latter is said to be the type 
lea!\.t suitRb1e for the manufacture of 
plywood. I am also told that during the 
last 10 months or thereabout, several 
ship-1oads of dalli have been exported 
from Rritish Guiana to Surinam, eacb 
load being valued at about 4,000 guild­
ers. I notice that the Financial Serre­
t:lry in his Budget Statement-on page 
�-says: 

"There 'has heen som€' recent talk of tlic 
development of such industries as plywood 
and paper-pulp manufacture. In regard 
to plywood. although there may well be 
possibilities for the future, figure.s d,o not 
bear out die suggestion that a plywood 
factory could operate for very long on our 
present supplies of dalli which is t".ae only 
timber used for plywood in Dutch Guiana.'' 

The Financial Secretary is correct , 
i;1 making this statement, on the as••
sumption that only Dalli can be used for 
the manufacture of plywood. Our sup- • 
ply of dalli in British Guiana is short , 
and would not be able to keep a plywood 
frictory going for a long. time. This . 
question has been investigated 1and I am., 
told by those who are experts in this 
line--'-! refer particularly to the Con­
servator of Forests � that we have in 
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[Mr. Sugrim Singh] 
this Colony several other woods which 
have been tested and tried and which 
could well be used to form what has been 
desuibed as "the core" of this-plywood. 
I am instructed that plywood has up to 
thirteen "plies" ·which these other woods 
can be· used for making (as the .core). 
Plywood is, today, one of the most im­
portant items of manufacture and ex­
port in the neighbouring Colony of 
Surinam. It is a. ~ood dollar earner and 
rt is ·exported to stieh plares as Cuba, 
Pperto Rico and the U.S.A. 

•It seems to me that there is justifi­
cation at this moment for investigating 
t he possibility of erecting a ply--vood 
factory with regard to dalli alone, tak0 

inir into consideration that sever al other 
woods w·hif'h we hav<-' in this Colony­
particularly baromalli- could be usetl 
at the same time. Unless something is 
done to indicate {)Ur intention of start­
ing a plywood factorv in this Colony 
•·nrne day, it would not be realised that 
we should v;1 l11e our stock of dalli as 
.. ,.,..h as possible and cons·erve it. I airree 
that w,~ !ihould place some restriction by 
wa:v of an export to Snrinam. as wg­
rrested in the motion. 1 know that there 
is a g-reat "fight" being- staged by 
r,evernl mr,-ons in .-'ln effort to export 
this proauct to Surinam. 

With vonr permission, sir, I would 
like to read the results of an experiment 
hv ,a very .competent .Company-the 
Drexel Furniture Fac.-+ory- in the manu­
facture of plywood. I am referring to 
baromalli because T am told that we 
have large stocks in this r,o]onv. BE>side!i 
that. there are other woods which can be 
' 1!ied. as I have said bPfore, for making 
the eore of plywood. For instance, we 
have rrabwood and we also have futi . 
I would also lik~ to pass these inquiries 
on to thP Ministry roncerned for the 
benefit of al,l concerned. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I should like 
to inform: the hon. Member that we 

have been in close touch with the 
investigations made with this particular 
wood--futi--and we can supply the 
facts. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I am grateful 
to the •hon. Member for the assistance 
c,ffered. I am told that extensive experi­
ments were carried out in England at1.d 
the United States on behalf of the 
Forestry Department as regards the 
!'Uitabilitv of those woods which are 
fourid to 

0

be growing- extensively in this 
Colony. including crabwood, with the 
view ·of supplying the core of plywood. 
In view of the results of those experi­
ments this motion is timely. We shoulrl 
do our best to ::onserve our natural 
resources and exploit their commercial 
value. Plywood is a dollar earner; there 
ii· a large market for it in Cuba, Puerto 
Rico and the U.S.A. There is ·also t he 
possibility that a thoro;gh investigation 
may disclose that we have sufficient. 
raw material to ·establish a plywoor! 
faotory. The Surinam factory cost 21/'.! 
miJ.lion guilders, I was told by the 
Manager, and it is run in conjunction 
with a sawmill anr! tractor business t'o 
a total <'ost of 7 million guilders. T am · 
told that the cheapest and most dnrable 
plywood machinery comes from Japan, 
and it is actua!Jy heing used by an 
.Aimericitn company in the U.S.A. The1·e 
i,: the possibility of establis4ing a plv­
wood industry in this Colony, and the 
Ume is now. 

T am informed that six ship-loads 
of 400 logs of dalli have already left this 
Colony. SornetMng must be done im­
mediately to stop the export because ou.r 
stooks are limited, and if they are 
forther depleted the possibility of 
·establoishing a -plywood industry here 
will have to be forgotten . So important 
is this industr:v to the economy of our­
neighbouring Dutch Colony that t hey 
have actually started to plant dalli, and 
I nave had the privilege of visiting some · 
of the sites. In this Colony there are 
large areas of swamp land which are at 
present useless. The time has come 

e 
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when we should explore their possibil­
ities. Why should other countries 
import our raw material and ship it 
back to us in manufactured articles? 
Are we not enterprising enough? W·e 
are sitting here in still water waiting 
for someone to teach us to float. Our 
stocks of dalli, the chief wood used in 
the manufacture of high qual1ty ply­
wood, are short. b11t w<ith baromalli and 
other woods which could supply the hard 
core, it should be possible for us to 
keep a plywood factory going? The 
local consumption may not be very much 
but vre would be able to.-take our share 
in the lucrative export market. 

I support thP motion and trust that 
this Council will se'e the wisdom 
of €Xploring the p0�s�bilit:v of establish­
ing a plywood iq,dustry. I would not be 
surprised if an extensive survey dis­
dosed large areas of dalli which would 
k,eep a plywood factory going for several 
y-ears. 

Mr. Lord: I also �·ise to support 
the motion because I know that there 
are possibilities of a plywood industry 
being established in this Colony. As hon. 
Members know, the late Mr. G. 0. Case 
submitted a report on the subject some 
years ago. I have seen samples of ply­
wood produced locally which wer·e sent 
abroad for ex::tmination and were report­
ed on favourably, but I think it would 
be illecessary fo1· the Comrnitte·e to 
investigate whether oi: not there are 
adequa,te supplies of this particular type 
of wood in thi!l Colony. · We do not 
know what proport.ion of our dalli is 
used in the manufacture of plywood, 
because the siample which the hon. 
Member has produced is actually of the 
Surinam species, and I think thev must 
have vast supplies in their own c�nntry. 
In ,any case dalli is a soft wodd, and 
as such grows q11ickly, and .there may 
be possibi.Jities of silviculture ·experi­
ments with regard to the reg,eneral;ion 
of the dalli forests to keep a plywood 
industry in British Guiana going more 
ol: less in perpetuity. 

The manufactt1rers of plywood in 
Surinam are very ,progressive people. 
Having Iearnt that our Housing Depart­
ment was interested in plywood they 
supplied it with numerous samples of 
one, two, three, fm1r and five ply. In 
addition they supplied suffici'ent panel­
ling for a small house which is now thf! 
prop·erty of the Central Housing and

Plnnning Depattment. They have 
actunlly sent out Christmas cards made 
of smaU bits of plywood. I personally 
received a card made of dalli wood. So 
that there are possibilities for the 
manufacture of plywood from the woods 
of this Colony, and as the last speaker 
said, there are certain of our woods 
which have been proved to be suitable 
for the manufacture of the core of ply­
wood. I think the motion deserves sup­
port. 

Mr. Ramphal: I have considerable 
sympathy with the motion and I wish 
to join -in congratulating the hon. mover 
no� only for brin��ing it forward but; 
for the industry which he has displayed 
in placing facts and figures before us. 

· But I do not think I can support para­
graphs (b), (c) and (d) of the
resolution. Jam prepared only to support
paragraph (a), for the appointme,nt of
a Select Committee,•and to suggest that
� time-limit be placed upon the report­
mg of the Committee. Committe-es have
a_ tendency to continue their investigQ­
t1ons for a very long time. Possibly the
hon. mover of the motion might consider
the inolusion of some time-limit wLthin
which the proposed Committee should
1·eport,

Not very long ago we bad a very
interesting debate on the question of ..
investigating the possibility of estab•
lishing a paint factory in this Colony,
and I think much of what was said with
respect to new indµstries generally
might now be repeated, but need not· be
repeated. I have .very great sympathy·
with this motion if only from the point
of view that the greater the number ·of
industries introduced in the country the

1 
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[M1~: Ramphal] 
fewer would be the unemployed people 
with whom I come in more or less . daily 
contact. This Interim Government 
would be doing a great service to the 
counhy if it could set in motion in in­
dustrial development what we have 
already done in agricultural develop­
ment. 

With regard to paragraph (b) of 
the resolution, which suggests an im-• 
mediate imposition of an export tax on 
dalli, I am a little doubtful whether we 
have a sufficient i;upp!y of d.alli to em­
bark on this important project. I think 
the hon. mover said there was sufficient 
of the wood f.or '1-0 years. 

Mr. Spealcer: I think he said that 
a visitor saw what he anticipated would 
he :sufficient to operate a factory for 
40 years. 

Mr. Ramphal; If that figure is 
correct, and even if we could continue 
for another year or two, we would have 
destroyed so much of our natural wealth, 
and if perchance bhe project fell through 
we would have lost some export. It is 
not only the loss of royalty that matters 
but the loss ·of employment and the 
amount of money that circulates as a 
result. I therefore cannot support ·para­
graph ( b ) . 

Paragraphs ic) and (d) are com­
plementary. I was in Jamaica not 
so long ago , and there was one of 
our sons who · is doing a very v;aluabfo 
job. He is interested in box wood a'hd 
i-s getting suitable timber from this 
country. On·e of the things he asked 
me to see not done here is that there 
should be no imposition of an export 
tax on box wood, or wood going to 
.Jamaica for the purpose of being made 
into 'boxes. J ::i maica ~as a very large 
box-m:;i.king factory and is impo1-ting an 
immense quantity vf wood· from the 
Scandinavian countries, while the timber 
we are ·exporting to ;Jamaica is gradu­
ally ·falling away. I would suggest that 

L~----

the imposition of an ·export tax on all 
of our forest products would tax . us 
out of the export market. However 
small our exports of timber are., money 
is being brought into t he country, and 
I would ask the hon. mover to keep. in 
mind that it is not only the amount of 
revemre that comes in but the amount 
of timber that goes out that matters. 
I therefore cannot support paragraphs 
(c) and (d) of the resolution. 

I heard the hon. Member say tfi.at 
we could obtain double the pric"e we are 
now obtaining for our exports of green­
hen rt. That has come as a great sur~ 
.prise to me, becaHse one of my frien_ds 
in the timber industry went to Mew 
York only recently t.o r ecover some of 
the markets which he: was losing be­
cause of competition with other woods 
from other countries. Perhaps, I have 
to dismiss that as more or less one of 
the rumours which go around. I do 
not think gre•at emphasis can be put on 
that. The imposition of an export tax 
may price us out of the market for 
good. I am prepared to support (a) 
very fully but not (b), (c) and (d) of 
the motion. 

Sir Frank McDavid (Member for 
Agriculture, Forests, Land and Mines) i 
I think it is right that I should intervene 
at once, because it is clear that hon. 
Members have got r.ertain facts but not 
all the facts, whereas I am in the posit-ion 
of having at my disposal the reports 
Gn investigations by the Forest Depart­
ment. I would say ,at ,once that the 
Government sees no objection whatever 
to paragraph (a) of the resolve claus·e. 
That is the paragraph which recom .. 
mends the •appointment of a Select 
Committee "to investigate and report 
on the possibility of establishing a ply­
wood industry in the Colony." Govern­
ment proposes to accept that. However, 
I want to express what is my personal 
view about thi's kind of motion. We 
have 'had two weeks ago a 'motion be: 

) 
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fore this Council praying Government 
to make enquiries through a Committ-ee 
on the possibility 9£ establishing a •paint 
factory, and we now have a~ motion of 
the same kind praying Government to 
investigate the possibility of establish- · 
ing a plywood factory. 

When you have resolutions like 
these brought to the Legislative ·council 
they are reported in the Press with undue 
affirmation. One paper saw fit to pub­
lish under a special headline: "Paint 
F actory to be established in B.G." The 
point I am trying to make •is that we 
1u this ,Council must be extremely care­
ful what action we take about this sort 
of thing. We should refoain from doing 
tinything which would serve to give 
f alse hopes to our commimity. I am 
not suggesting 1Jlmt these investigations 
should not be made. The point I am 
trying to make is, that by bringing 
these formal debates in the CouncH in 
this way and giving an impression that 
these t hings are easily possible we do 
more harm than go(ld. I would suggest 
that to the minds of par ticularly some 
of our more ambitious Member!. I 
would like us to have a paint factory 
or a plywood factory hut not when ques­
,tioned in two or three years on tih<e 
point as to why this factory had not 
been esta.blished to be unable to give 
a satisfactory reply. As I said, it is 
my personal view that this sort of en­
quiry should not be the subject of a 
formal full-dress dehate in ,the Legis­
lative Council. 

Mr. Speaker: Do 1 ·l·ecognize in 
the hon. Member a potential candidate'? 

Sir Frank McDavid: Yo;.ir Honour 
is entitiled to draw your own conclusion. 
Nevertheless I am sure the hon. Mover 
is one if I am not. 11 desire to make 
that observation with all the more em­
phasis because, when this motion was 
first introduced, I did offer the hon. 
Member who introduced it the oppor­

tunity of having it discussed with me 

and with the expeds avail,ahle in the 
Forest Department so that we should 
really g-et the facts of t he case before-, 
hand. But he diu not wish to avail 
himself of that opportunity. He laugh· 
ingly said he did not want any examina­
tion. My point 1·eally was to get t hese 
things done, as t hey should be done, 
administratively and not made public 
and so raise hopes which may not 
fructify. 

This particular matter first came 
to my notice about the middle 9f last 
year when we had visits from repre­
sentatives of the Brnynzel Ttlmber and 
Plywood Factory of ·Surinam for the 
purpose of ensuring_. the continuance of 
shipments of dalli to that country. 
Quite obviously their reason for the 
visit was that they wanted .to ensure 
that sufficient or HS much as poss,tble 
of that raw material would be available 
to supplement what they themselves 
had. What was more, they were pur­
chasing a ship here and wanted to ensuni 
that the ship would have cargo to take 
away. Like hon. Members, I myself felt 
very doubtful ~bout this. If OIJr Dalli 
was so useful to Surinam, it came to me, 
it should be very useful to us and we 
should keep it here. So I t hought that 
l myself ·should make enquiries of ou.r 
I<'orest Department about it at once. I 
did so, and the result of those enquiries 
caused me a great deal of disappoint­
ment. Very briefly the position is this : 

Dalli, unfor tunately, does not grow 
m British Guiana in the same quantities 
or volume as it does in Surinam. It is 
n "swamp" woocl, as one hon. Membe1• 
said, and it is in very high concentration 
in Surinam but very low in British Gui­
ana. Indeed the amount of Dalli avail­
able in our forest is estimated by our 
Conse;·vator at 25 trees per 1,000 acres. 
The Conservator went on to explain to 
me both in writing and in oral dis­
cussion, as the hm. M,ember, Mr. Sugrim 
Singh, has s.aid, there ar e other woods 
iu B,itish Guiana which "' capable of I 
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(Sir F rank McDavidJ 
being made into plywood-baromalli, 
ct·abwood, kuchai, maho, corkwood, 
futi. H e went on to say that during 
the years 1947-Ul5Li not only those woods 
but 30 different kinds of woods have 
been tested both in the United Kingdom 
and in the U.S.A. for plywood, and the 
verdict was that aithough there is really 
no outstanding specie in British Guiana 
there are about 1.3 of those 30 from 
which a reasonable plywood can be made 
-and this is th-e important point-if 
enough is available in sufficient qµan­
tities. Unfortunately t here is not one 
of ,these species in this Colony which, 
in the opinion of t he experts of the 
Forestry Department, is found in suf­
ficient quantity to justify setting up a 
plyWood factory. 

May I again say that I want 
obviously to join in any attempt what­
ever to establish industr,ies in British 
Guiana: but 'l think it is my duty to put 
before this Council all the facts as we 
know them to be. 'fo continue, the Con­
serv,ator also said that if technological 
progress eventually secures a means by 
whioh, what he calls, miied plyWood 
becomes •successful-where you can mix 
all the woods together in the process of 
the manufacture of plywood-then there 
would be hope for the establishment of a 
commercin:l plywood undertaking in 
British Guiana. I gave, Sir, the volume 
per 1,000 acres of dalli at 25 trees. The 
volumes of the other woods are some­
what higher, viz:--- baromaJJi - 300, 
crabwood- 150, kurokai-100, maho-
100, corkwood- 80, futui-30, dalli has 
the least. The Conservator also said, 
that those figures are the average 
figures for the whole of tM forest belt 
of British Guiana. There are, of course, 
local differences, but the highest 
recorded figure for· dalli is 38 trees per 
1,000 acres in the North West District. 

On the face of that situation fast 
year, naturally I was inclined to support 
the desire of the Snrinam authorities to 
be allowed to continue ttie privilege of 

L ~ 

the export of Dalli from Briti&h Guiana. 
As the hon. Member, Mr. Ramphal, ha8 
said, it is not a question only of the 
review from Royalty, it is a question of 
employment to those who cut ·the wood 
and the resultant circulation of money 
in t he Colony. It is a small amount but 
every ,cent adds up, and we cannot afford 
to lose this shar e in our economy. So 
Government at the t ime when this 
motion wias introduced was on the point 
of going a little further and allowing 
the Surinam authorities ,by their agents 
here to have some sort of long-term 
arrangement by w,llich they can be 
assur ed of a certain amount of export of 
dalli. But having had this motion 
brought to us, the Government has not 
taken any step in that direction. 

Let me say at this point that I did 
not only stop there. I approached the 
Regional Controller of the C.D.C.-1 
mean the Head of the organization in 
this region, who is located in Jamaica­
and I also approached the B.G. Timbers 
Co., the local organization s·et up by the 
C.D.iC., ahd tried to see whether they 
would be interested in the establishment 
of a plywood factory as part of their 
undertaking, I met with no success 
whatever, absolutely none. They had 
been into the question and were satisfied 
from their point of view t hat it was not 
by any means an economic proposition. 
H these people who have just put up a 
mill in this Colony have gone into this 
question and found it is not an ·economic 
proposition, it is unlikely that a new 
organization would come -into British 
Guiana and put up a plywood factory by 
themselves. 

It must be remembe1~d that the 
Bruynzel factory in Surrlnam is a very 
large timber aml logging concern, and 
plywood is only one aspect of its 
operations. That is the position. But 
again hon. Members would forgive me 
if I seem to be throwing cold water on 
the proposal. I am only giving the 
facts. Because of this motion and be­
cause our Cons·ervator of Forests, Mr. 
Gordon, is leaving us in a few days' 

.... 
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time, I asked him to collect all the 
facts, that he has already given to me 
in val'ious minutes and discu1>sions, and 
let me have a concise ·report on 
the subject. I have his report in 
my hand and 'r want .to quote ,ex­
tensively from it. 1t is- an official 
document add,ressed to me from the 
Head of the Forest Department and, I 
think, I am entitled to quote from it. 

Mr. Speaker: It will take some 
time before it is printed as a Sessional 
Pape�'. 

Sir Frank McDavid: It is not in­
tend•ed to be a Sessional Paper. 

Mr. Speaker: i will not deny you 
the right to use your discretion in the 
matter. You can quote from it. 

Sir Frank McDavid: Mr. G·o:·doJ1 
i:; leaving this Colony in a fe.w days' 
time and will be taking a Chair - a 
Lectures•hip-at Oxford University' in 
F'orestry, and I think his opinions in 
this field must be res,pected. I am go­
ing to qNote in some cases and parn­
phrase in others. 

Mr. Gordon begins by telling me 
that the problem w1hfrh arises out of 
this motion divides itself into two 
parts: firstly, th,� geneml prospects of 
manufacturing plywood in British Gui­
�i'na, and, secondly, the desirability of 
conserving Dalli for this purpose. It is 
strange that although he wrote without 
having had an opportunity to· hear the 
ho11. Member, yet he has come clos-e to 
what he Sa%, for the hon. Member',; 
arguments ean also be summarised in­
to these two points: What are the pros­
pects of establishing a factory ? and 
should we conserve this wood, Dalli in 
British Guiana? Although a public offi­
cer, I think Mr. Gordon is entitled to be 
caustic if needs be. This is one case 
where a man is leaving a professional 
job to go to a University, and that gives 
him the right to indicate his true feel­
ings. 

"I think'' (says Mr. Gordon) .''that the 
econ"1?1ic manufact·.1re of plywood in the 
immediate future• alt'.oough widely pos­
sible"-

·I translate that to mean justly pos­
sible: 
) "iB most unlikely. I think there is a 

likelihood that it might come in the mon 
distant future, but it would not surpfiSl' 
me unduly" 

and here is s:ircasm: 
"if the Demera,ra bridge came first. How• 

ever, neither I nor anybody else in Brit­
ish Guiana is quaJified to give a final 
answer on that, and the number of people • 
in the world qualified to do so is quite 
limited. · The only opinion I would trust 
would be that o,f a specialist who had 
spent most of hi;; life on plywood, who
made a lengthy stay in this country, visit­

ing all districts and collecting all existing
data, and w'fio was examining the question 
with a view to investing some of his own 
monay or the money of his own 
firm in the project." 

Well, of course, that i5 very sar� 
cas.tic, but we can translate it into mean­
ing that he does not forese·•! the possi➔ 

: bility of a plywood industry in British 
·Guiana in the near future.

Now, with regard to the second 
point - the desirnbHity of conserving 
dalli, this is what he says: 

"Here, I am on .surer ground. Dalli is a 
relatively scarce timber in British Guiana, 
Our on],y chance of manufacturing ply­
wood out of dalli would be to start now 
making a thousand acres of dalli planta­
tions every year ani! think about a ply­
wood factory in 2!> years time when the 
older planta,fams were reaching maturity. 
I would not,, of course, suggest doing any­
thing of the kinrl. If we are going to in­
vest money in tl,is way, we '.had much 
better go for a high grade species such as 
t·ed ()edal' which could be used both fm 
lumber and for plywood. 

"I do not consider that dalli is a facto1 
in t'.ne situation, although Grabwood, for 
instance, well might be." 

· Tihen he goes on to talk about the
Bruynzel factory, and why they have 
u-sed dalli, rind he emphasizes the fact
of the concent.ration of dalli · in
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Surinam's swamp forests, something 
qui,te contrary to what exists here. In 
on~ paragraph he says: 

''In Surinam there are considerable a·reas 
of swamp forest carrying 40,000 cubic fee t 
of dalli per sq. mile. Even so, there has 
been a miscakulation and it is now _ 
realised that there is going to be sho-rtage 
of dalli. The long-term solution, which 
is already being followed, is to put down 
plantations of dalli. ln the m eanwhue, thf 
factory is trying to get dalli where ,1t can 
iri spite of additional costs." 

Now, having said that iabout 
Surina~, this is what he says about us : 

"Our largest supplies of dalli are to be 
found in the Nort'h West District and 
Pomeroon, but even here · an average 
stocking of 4,000 cubic feet per sq. mile 
is about the greatest that has been founcl 
anywhere. Information concerning the 
frequency of iliis ::ind ofuer timbers was 
collected by fielci parties under trained 
Foresters footslogging through the bush 
over a long period of years. If they a1·e 
distrusted, they can only be checked by a 
complete repetition of the process. As the 
minimum annual consumpti-on of an 
economic plant is about 1,200,000 cubic 
feet, it would be necessary to cover an­
nually more than 300 sq. miles of North 
West District forest to supplv it, whereas 
in Surinam 30 8q. miles would usually be 
sufficient. It 'has been found in t'ne North 
West District fhat it takes about two 
weeks to collect the 400 10~15 necessary to 
make a ship load for the Arawai." 

And heTe is a point that may shock 
Members. 

"This ship load is only enough to last 
the Bruynzel factory· ;, qay and a half." 

So Membe,rs will understand what the 
economics of this operation really means. 

In another paragraph Mr. Gordon 
g-oes on to explain that it might be 
suggested that since we have not got 
enough, we might build a smaller plant, 
but he points out that the economics of 
such an undertakin~ demands a 10lant of • 
a certain minimum output, and that as 
!ong as you do not have the materiai to 

maintain that output, you are.·ibound to 
make a loss; indeed, your factory Ih1-ght 
be shut up for most of the time. 

In · another paragraph he falks 
about the possibility of using baromalli. 
Here, Mr. Gordon is extremely critical 
of this suggestion. He says this-; 

"It has beeri suggested that a plywood 
factory might operate here using bara­
malli as core stock and Dalli foir the 
facing. But where does dalli grow ? Is 
it in the same place as baramalli? Where 
is the best place for a factory? · Wlbat 
about transportation costs of the logs? 
How are they going to get them all 'to a 
central factory without their being de­
stroyed by borers? What about the 
availability of labour? It n.as ,been found 
fhat baromalli sinks. If the bark is re -
moved, it flo•a•ts for a time but gets at­
tacked by borers. Finally, t'he proportion 
of peeled dalli su.itable for the outside of 
plywood is not hig!h and the problem 
rather is to get sufficient of it to cover 
up the material that is unsuitable.'' 

I shall not be very much longer­
I hop,e I ;.im not boring Members. The 
12.st two paragraphs deal with ,the con­
se.rvation of dalli because of its possi­
bilities, and ·he goes on to say that one 
might come to the logical conclusion of 
stopping the production ,and export of 
all kh1ds of timber if that is the kind 
of attitude one must take up. That is 
not important, but what is important in 
his report is this : 

''I would point out, however, that in 
natural forest ons! does not increase the 
quantity of timber by ceasing to cut it. 
Our forests have been t'nere for t!housands 
of years carrying approximately the samt 
volume of timher all fue time. The 
growth is mer ely wasted as old trees 
decay and young trees grow into t'ne gaps. 
and the purpose of forestry is to use this 
growth by cutting it at the right age. 
dalli is a fast- growing spe<Cies re.sching 
maturity in ?.5- 30 years, and is almost 
certainly. shod-lived. Evien in the u~­
likely event of our getting a ;plywood :Fac­
tory in ten years' time and finding a way 
of making u ~e o:f dalli, the fact i!nat ten 
years before we had sold trees of sixtee!l 
in0h girth and upwards would make little 
or no difference to our supplies as they 
would have been ir<'placed by crops o-f a 
younger generati0n." 

i:;, 
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· So now we have expert advice which
tells us that we are not going to accomr 
pl<ish anything by ceasing to cut dalli in 
the hope that this is ihe way in which 
we are going to conserve it. 'I go on to 
this last paragraph, in which he s•ays: 

\ 

''I estimate that it will not be possible 
to collect more than three Axawar ship 
loo.els per month in the North West 
Division and Pomeroon, i.e., about 16,000 
cubic feet per month. I also think that 
even this low figure can only be main-• 
tained for a few years while the more ac­
cessible dalli is being used. However i; 
would mean that for these years there 
would be an annual -income to the peopk 
of the North West District and Pomeroon 
of about $40,000 and to Government of 
,ibout $6,000 by way of royalty," 

The last comment is too caustic for pub­
lication. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member 
might have used the word "whimsical". 

Sir Frank McDavid: Yes, Your 
Honour, he merely said that the stop­
page of this production might lose votes 
for somebody. But that is a matter of 
opinion. 

I am sorry if I have bored this Council 
wit-h this · rather lengthy description 
of the information· l have tried to obtain 
on this very difficult matter. Obviously, 
people must be somewhat disappointed 
that in Surinam there is a factory manu­
facturing plywood for which they get 
dollars and whioh is giving employment, 
whHe we do not have one here. In one 
of his recommendations Mr. Case re­
ferred to the making of glass from sand. 
We had billions of tons of sand for that, 
but Mr. Case was wrong in that, and, 
perhaps, hi-_is wrong in this -too. 

I am not s11rprised that other 
Members have taken this attitude; 
I am· not surprised for any reason 
which I should disclose. There is 
someone who, undoubtedly, is •at vari­
ance with the Company operating in 
Surinam, but I do not think he has any 

1·eal regard for British Guiana. I 
think the hon. Member was endeavour­
ing t,o establish that all we have to do 
is to ask the Import-Export Bank for . 
a $2 million loan and we would be 
doing better than Surinam in this mat­
ter. I know that that particular ver­
so,n happens also t,o be a representa­
tive of a firm of ,Japanes-e manufacturers 
which is manufacturing plywO'Od 
machinery. I certainly do no.t put any 
reliance whatever on representatio:ao.c:: 
,which come from a tainted source of 
that description. 

That is as much as I want to say 
on the first part of the motion. Of 
the other resolve clauses - (b), (c) 
and (d) - obviously, Government 
cannot po::isibly ·accept them. I cannot 
but emphasize that the imposition of 
an export tax now on our timber, 
retrospective, would be criminal folly. 
I heard my hon. Friend say that it was 
a credit to nie that it should be said 
that the price of greenheart could be 
doubled. I am certain that if he could 
go to the B.G. 'l'im.bers and convey that 
information to them, then there is no 
reason why he would not share what� 
ever. consideration is po,1sible. I know 
that this undertaking . is strivini; 
against bitter opposition to maintain 
its position in bhe export market. We 
might surely kill ihe export industry 
and our timber industry. 

I cannot but repeat that the re-
. solve clauses-notably (h), (c) and

(d)-are not acceptable and must !:re 
opposed. But I am sure my hon. col­
league, the Financial Sr.cretary, would 
be able to give the argument to them 
because they come rather more within 
his ground than mine. 

Mr. Speaker: I would like Mem­
bers to understand that I desire to 
put this question in two parts. I hope, 
on the other hand, that before the 
debate is over the hon. Member would 
see his way to withdraw this motion. 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
' When the hon. Memb'er comes to reply 

he. might indicate 'his_ wishes before 
the vote is taken. 

British Guiana off his feet in order 
to occupy a chair in a University_ in 
Great Britain, but I feet that his reporf; 
is an insult to the people of British 
Guiana and to this Council.

Mr. Gajraj: I did not intend 
to take part in this debate, but for 
a poin't which has been made clear by 
the hon. Member for Agriculture, For­
ests, Lands and Mines. I am ready 
·and willing to support sub-claus-e (a)
o.f the fil'st resolve clause, but 1 am
not in full agreement with (b), (c)
and (d). The reason for imposing an
export tax on timber has bee,1
explained by the hon. Mr. Ramph;i i
and the Member for Agriculture. We
certainly do not wish, while we are in­
vestigating the possibilities o;f the
timber industry, to do anything - thnt
would deny to the people engaged in
such a primary industry, the chance
of earning a livelihood.

I think Govern�ent should be 
careful however, and not give ,;my 
contract to the Bru:vnzel factory, per­
mitting them the sole right of cutting 
the timber which would be needed for 
establishing a factory here. In other 
words, I am warning Government that 
it iwould be very bad policy for us to 
:prevent our own people from doing 
wood-cutting on our forests lands and 
selling timber to th0'5e who might 
wish to export it to the Dutch factor:,. 
owners. I want to be certai1i foreigrr. 
ers :,voul.ci not be in a position to come 

·to British Guiana and obtain a strong­
hold in an industry t}Jat should be the
birthright of the people of the Colony.

I desire to touch upon one other 
point in this matter and that is, I feel 
very strongly that the Conservator of 
Forests - or, indeed, any Head of n 
Department-should have written in 
such terms as those quoted in the re-' 
port read by the hon. Member for Agri­
culture. I can well appreciate that 
the Co.nservator of Forests, who has 
retired, is anxious to shake the dust of 

Miss Colli�s: I desire to support 
the first part of the 'motiox and tri 
oppos-e paragraphs tb), (c) and .(d). I 
have listened to what has been said 
by the h'On. Mover of the motion and 
would like to add that I also am not in 
agreement with th-e views exipressed by 
the Conservator of Forests. I think 
they-are too sarcastic, and I would st-ate,. 
further that cettain individuals in 
this Colony appear to be strongly op­
posed to the estn blishment of new 
industries ,here. I cannot but recall 
that the late Mr. G. 0. Case made a 
r,umber of recommendations to Gov­
ernment for the establishment of sev­
eral new industries in this Colony, but 
those recommendations have probably 
died already. This is no,t a time for 
much talk on , the part of anyone, but 
rather for effective action. l'here is 
too much talk about uneconomic mat­
ters and so on. 

Mr. Raatgever: I could not sit 
without supporting the remark11 made 
by Mr. Gajraj in his condemnation of 
the conduct of a ci;vil servant in this 
Colony. It i1, not because this office1· 
is leaving the Cohm.v that he should. 
C(.\nsider himself free to insult the p$0-
ple of the Colony who had employed 
him. I dLci not intend to ,;peak on 
the motion, but I, too, a::m of \.he qpin­
ion that Mr. Gordon should not have 
voiced such condemnation of the Col-· 
ony. I think it is most disgraceful 
conduct, and I feel that Mr. Gajraj 
ought to be complimented for the stand 
he has taken. It took c9urage to do it, 
and I stand and �lpport him. I take 
strong exception to the remarks. 

Mr. Speaker: I do not kn'OW whet½J.er 
Mr. Gordon is still a member of the 
,Civil Sorvice of the Colony. 
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Sir Fr,ank McDavicl': Mr. Gordon 
is still a member of the Civil Service, 
a:nd I must rise to defend him if Your 
Honour will permit me to do so. I read 
certain extraets frcm the report in the 
course of my remarks, and I said that 
<'ertain portions of the report wel·e 
caustic. You, Sil-, said that I used a 
wrong word, and that the comments 
were "whimsical". When I read the 
remarks, however, a coHeague of mine 
in the Council said that Mr. Gordon 
had insulted a lVIem'ber of this Council. 
I am certain, Sir, that Mr. Gordon 
never intended to insult any Member of 
this Council, and this, in fact, has not 
been done. Insteud, I feel that the report 
was a perfectly readable one, written by 
an officer who was about to ·leave the 
Colony. 

Mr. Speaker: I must �sk hon. Mem­
bers not to make any reference to mem­
bers of' the Civil Service who are not 
able to defend thems·eives. Such rem.arks 
might be thought justifiable, but there 
is a principle that remarks of that kind 
are not permissible-where the officer or 
officers have no opportunity of replying. 
I would rather that hon. Members re­
frain from making any further 1-e- _ 
ferences of that kind. It is not proper 
form to attack an officer in his absence, 
if I may say so. The whale of the report 
in question might he considered, and it 
might be found to be of some value, in 
spite of the fact that it contains some 
personal remarks. I think you should 
give him credit for having given us good 
advir-e. May I ask it any other Member 
wishes to speak? 

Mr. Tello: I would like to add a few 
words to the debate, because I am 
strongly in favour of paragraph (a) of 
the resolution. I think paragraphs (b), 
(c) and (d) have merely sprung from
excesS'ive zeal to serve the same 'I)eople
who would be hampered by the adoption
of those paragraphs. I know the hon.
movE>r very well; we have worked to-

gether as trade unionists. I think the 
ultimate goal aimed at in paragraphs 
(b), (c) and (d) is to conserve enough 
of dalli to ensure a long period of em­
ployment for workers in this Colony. I 
do not agree with him at all, and J think 
that in his. anxie.ty to butter the bread 
of his brother employees (to use our 
current tr'ade union language) he may 
be taking it away from them. 

I listened with a great deal of in­
terest to the comments by the Conserva­
tor of Forests which were read by the 
r.on. Member for Agriculture, Forests. 
Lands and Mines (Sir Frank McDavid). 
Your Honour has asked me not to refer 
to that officer· personally, but those 
quotations were made of opinions ex­
pressed by someone of authority, and 
naturally they -m-ust influ-ence the· tone 
of the debate and the result of the vot­
ing. I respect expert opinion, but in this' 
case I cannot help saying that as I lis­
tened intently to the opinions of the Con­
servator of Forests I discovered that be­
cause of his technical knowledge he has 
arrogated to himself the authority of 
an industrial expert. That is what he has 
done, ,and it is an unkind and unfair 
thing, because that document wa_s quoted 
from authoritatively. That gentleman 
went out of his way-

Sir Frank McDavid: If the Membe1· 
had listened attentively he would have 
l1eard in the first paragraph I quoted, 
that the Conservator of Forests , said 
that on the general prospects of manu­
fa.cturing plywood in British Guiana· he 
would require a specialist to assist him 
in decid.ing that' point. He went on to 
say that there were very 'few qualified 
people in the world, and he was not 
arrog,ating to himself the right to say 
that. 

Mr. Tello: While he said so in his 
first paragraph his subsequent para- · 
graph did not support what he said in 
the ffrst one and, I think that--
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Sir Frank McDavid: I must rise 
again. In the second paragfaph the 
Conservator was dealing with a matter 
on which he was completely ahle to ex­
press an opinion-the advisability of 
conserving a certain wood in this 

, country for the manufacture of plywood. 
He is complet-ely qualified to express an 
opinion on that point, and that is what 
he is -employed for. If he could not 
advis•e us on that point he should not 
be Conservator of Forests. 

l\Jr. Tello: Perhaps the hoH. Mem­
ber did not hear what. I said. In the 
early paragra.ph the Conservator spoke 
with authority, which the hon. Member 

· for Agriculture said he had every right
to do, but in his subsequent paragraph
the Conservator went beyond ·his scope.
New MembeTS ,of this Council must

• seek guidance from those Members with
the extensive h"llowledge and e:icperience

. of the hon. Member for Agriculture, and 
I feel that as a result of his knowledge 
and experience the hon. Member read 
extracts from the Conversator's report 
with the intent.ion of influencing the 
debate. 

To return to the motion proper I 
desire not only to thank the ihon. Mr. 
Garter for moving it, but for the le<:ture 
h£: gave us on dalli. I have read a little 
about it but I was certainly treated to 
a lecture and supplied with facts which 
I can accept anci pass on as coming 
from some authority. I invite hon. 
Members to join me in supporting para­
graph (,a) of the resolution. 

Mr. Jailal: I am al&o prepa!·ed to 
support paragraph (a) but not the 
othe-i.· paragraphs. However, I heard the 
hon. M-ember for Agriculture say that 
the Surinam Company have been trying 
to obtain a contract for the supply of 
dalli from this ·colony, and I wish to 
warn Government that such a contract 
should never b'e entered into. While 
most of us are not supporting para· 

graph!, (b), (c) and (d) we think that 
some measure of check should be 
adopted to conserve our supp-lies of 
woods of this type which would be 
needed to supply a plywood factory in 
the event of its establishment in this 
Colony. 

Mr. Phang: I do not quite unde!'­
stand the last speaker's remark about 
a contract. Th� Surinam Company 
are not asking for a contract; they have 
a man on the spot, a. Mr. DaSilva, who 
has contracted with them to supply 
cialli. There is no qu·estion of Gov-ern­
ment contracting ,vith the Company. 

Mr. J a:ilal: If that is so then I 
will ·have nothing more to say in the 
matt.er. I feel sure that the hon. Mem­
ber for Agriculture did infer that Gov­
·ernment was being asked for a long­
term contract but had done nothing
about it in view of this mption .

I\Ir. Speaker: Is thi1, wood grow• 
ing ·in a reserved area of any kind? Is 
it within an Indian 1·eservation? 

Mr. Lord: The:·e is some within 
an Indian reservation. 

Mr. Carter: In replying briefly 
tc, the debate I may say that much of 
what has been s:i i<l by the hon. Mem·­
ber for Agriculture, Forests. Lands and 
Mines (Sir Frank McDavid) was anti­
cipated by me, and. it was quite natural 
for him to quote the figures supplied 
by the Forest Department. I secured 
my figures since last Novemb-er and I 
artually asked i;he Conservator of 
Forests what he thought of my motion. 
He was as sarcastic then as he is in his 
report to the hon. Member in charge 
of his Department. So I anticipated 
all, but I also know the extent of the 
grnwth of dalli in this country and I 
cimnot accept the figures given by the 
Department· as being true or correct in 
the light of what 1 said in my opening 
remarks-that in April, 1954, a trained 
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field · executive of the Bruynzeel Com­
pany of Surinam was sent to this coun­
try, and with :1 guide he visited the 
North West District, particularly the 
\Vaini river, and after an inspection of 
the forest, which was all dalli, he said 
"You have enough dalli to run my fac­
tory for 30 years.'' I say that if that 
is so thm1 we h11vc enough to run a 
faetory of our own for 40 yea.rs. 

Mr. G. 0. Case's Report is replete 
•with recommendations that we should
establish, among other things, a ply­
wood factory in thls Colony. A simila1·
motion was tabler1 in 1946, and I anti­
ripated that -it would be said that a ply­
wood factory was uneconomic. Every­
thing is too expemive and un-economica!,"
or we cannot find the money. Any
effort made which shows genuine
thoug-ht or initiative is just brnshecl
aside in this Colony. If we will not
encourage foreign capital to do it then
this Government will have to rlo it by
puttinir up a capital of $1 million for
a $2 million 'J)lant anrl hokling 51 % of
the P,hares, givinir the remafoing 49%
of the shares to the public.

I wish to thank the hon. Mr. Gajraj 
for his cnmments on the very caustic 
J'emarks made by the Conservator of 
Forests in his rep<,rt to the hon. Mern­
b-er respomiible for his Department 
,.onrerninir Memhen: of thfa Council, and 
the hon. M1·. Ra:it;rever for taking- n 
Rimilar view. I rln not think T shoulcl 
sa:v very much Hbout thnt miper.t of th€' 

m::tter. 

As regard� the contraet which Gov­
ernment is likely to enter into with the 
Bruynzel Far·tory r ,·1ould like to teli 
Government that it would be doing the 
_qreatest evil to th;s country. If that 
Company wnnt fo buy clalli from this 
Colony let th-cm do ioo and give the 
people in the North West District an 
opportunity to make a livelihood. If 
Mr Da Silva feals like -enterini:? into a 
contract with the Sul'iriam Company that 
is his business, but I would not advis'e 

r this Government to enter int-o �ny con­
tract with this or any other Colll,PclllY 
to supply wood of this �ind. 

I am prepared to withdraw para­
graphs (b), (c) and (d) of the resoiu� 
tion with the consent of my seconder, 
in view of what has been said by other 
Members, but I readily accept the hon. 
Mr. Ramphal's sugp;estion that a time­
limit be fix-ed for the Select Committee 
to report, if not its report might be put 
into cold storage. 

Sir Frank 1',kDavid: As the hon. 
Member is very likely to be the Chair­
man of th'e Committee he can fix a 
time-limit right now. 

Mr." Carter: I suggest a six-month 
period. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member 
can amend his motion. I suggest that 
he do-es it now a.s we are ,about to ad­
jc>urn. 

Mr. C�ter: My reply may be 
more hurtful than Mr. Gordon's Report. 
I must thank hon. Members who sup­
ported the motion and also Sir Frank 
for Mr. Gordon·-, Report and his com• 
ments on it and a.lRo for his opinion on 
the motion. 

Sir Frank Mc David: I support the· 
motion. 

Mr. Ca:rter: That being so, as it is 
past our adjournment tim-e 1 do not 
mind Your Honour putting the motion 
now. 

Mr. Speaker: The question is "That 
this Council rccomm·encls the appoint­
ment of a Select Committee comprising 
five members to investigate and report 
on the possibility of establishing a ply­
wood industry in the Colony." 

Qu-estion put, and agreed to. 

Motion, as amended, agreed to. 



1929 Motionr-Ref-und 4TH MARCH, 1955 of Tax 1930 

-REFUND OF TAX ON PRIVATE BILL 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I formally 

move the following motion-

"Be it resolved: 

. That this Council recommends to Gov- · 
ernment the refund to the British Guiana 
Sanatan Dhanna Maha Sabha the sum ot 
one hundred dollars paid in terms of the 
Tax Ovdinance, 1939, for the Private Bill 
intituled An Ordinance to incorporate 
certain persons as trustees of the body 
known as the 1British Guiana Sana-tan 
..Pharma Maha Sabha; to vest in such per­
sons certain property; and for purpose;; 
connected with t'ae mattei·s aforesaid.'' 

Mr. Ramphal: I heg to second the 
motion. 

Mr. Speaker: I do not suppose any­

on� has any objection. The question fa, 
that the motion be adopted . 

Questron put, and agreed to. 

lVIotion carried. 

'Mr. Speaker: Council is adjourned 
tc. Thursday n€xt, l 0th March, 1955, at

2 p.m. 

;; 




