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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

5 Thursduwy, 5th December, 1940.
"‘- . * —
' .. The Council met at 11 a.m. pursuant

to adjournment, His Excellency the Gover-
Sk WiLrrip Jacksoy, K.C.M.G.,

¥
I nor,

President, 1n the Chair.

PRESENT.
The Hon. the Colonial
‘G. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
E. O. Pretheroe, M.C.

. The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.RK., (Nominated
7" Unofficial Member).

The Hon. J. 8. Dash,
Agriculture.
The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E., (East-
ern Berbice),
The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C,, (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon. E. F. McDavid,

Colonial Treasurer.

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E., (George-
town Noxth).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin,
(Nominated Unotlicial Member),

The Hon. W. A. D’Andrade, Comptroller
of Customs.

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Divector of
* Medical Services.

The Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com-
missioner of Labour and Local Govern-
< ment,

The Hon. G. O. Case, Director of Pub-
lic Works and Sea Defences.

The Hon. I.. G. Crease, Director of
Tducation, i

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, 0.B.LE,, (George-
town South).

The Hon. J.
Denierara).

Secretarv, Mr

Director of

M.B.E.,\

O.B.E.

I. Do Aguiar (Central

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem-
erara-Hssequebo),
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The Flon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber-
bice).

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated
Uunotlicial Member).

The HHon, H. C. Humphrys, K.C., (Bast-
ern Demerara).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob /North Western
District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nowminated
Unoflicial Member).

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated
Unofticial Member).

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western.'
Essequebo).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequebo River),

MINUTES.
The minutes of the meeting of the

Council held on the 26th November, 1940,
as printed and cirenlated, were confirmed.

PAPERS LAID.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr.
G. D. Owen, C.M.G.) laid on the table the

following reports and documents :—

Report on the Post Office Savings Bank for
the year 1939.

Report of the Comumittee on Old Age Pen-
sions (Legislative Council Paper No. 11/40). !

Report by the Director of Agriculture (Act-
ing) on loans made to Rice Growers under the
Rice Growers Loan Ordinance, Cap. 155.

Report of the British Guiana Rice Market-
ing Board for the period 1st April, to 30th
September, 1940.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES.

IntrRoDUCTION OF BILns.

Taur ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr.
E. O. Pretheroe, M.C.) gave notice of the
introduction and first reading of the follow-
ing Bill :—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to confer power
on the Georgetown Town Council to exempt
or to exempt partially the owners of certain
proporties in the city from the liability to pay
taxos or rates for a limited period.

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer)
gave notice of the introduction and first

reading of the following Bjll ;—
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A Bill intituled an Ordinance to make pro-
vision for the transfer of the colonization
reserve to the general revenue of the Colony.

Mr. CASE (Director of Public Works
and Sea Defences) gave notice of the intro-
duction and first reading of the following
Bill i—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance further to
amend the Sea Defences Ordinance, Chapter
118, with respect to the removal from the fore-
shore by cstate owners of the stumps of felled
courida trees.

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES.

ActiviTies or THR RIck MARKETING
Boanrb.

Mr. JACOB gave notice of the following

questions :—

1. How many meetings have been held by
the B (. Rice Mauarketing Board from 1st
November, 1939, to 3ist July, 1940; and how
many members were present at cach of these
meetings, giving the names of each of the
Members ?

2. How many persons were emnployed by the
B.G. Rice Marketing Board on a monthly basis
as at Ist January, 1 940, giving the full names,
addresses, previous employment and cxperience
of these employees, the position now held by
cach, together with the monthly salary paid to
each of these employces ?

3. Similar information to be supplioed for the
period as from 1st July, 1940

4. TIsit a fact that 20,000 bags of rice have
been bought by the B.G. Rice Marketing Board
from Barbadosrecently for export to Trinidad ?
If so, at what price, and is the Board doing
this business at a profit, if so, how much, or at
a loss of how much, beating in mind that the
Board contracted to sell 11,000 tons of rice for
shipment to Trinidad by 30th September, 1940 ?

5. Will the Board consider the question of
suspending all exports in view of the probable
shortage of rice before the Autumn crop is
reaped, say November/Décember, 1940, as soon
as possihle ?

6. Will the Board consider the advisability
of not arranging to sell any rice, or entering
into any contract in the future for export from
date?

7. Will Government consider the advisabil-
ity of requesting the Colonial Auditor to
examine and report on the Balance Shect that
has been issued by the B.G. Rice Marketing
Board as at 3lst March, 1940, particularly in
regard to the following:—

(a) Why no provision was made for depre-
ciation of plant and machinery which is
shown at cost?

() Why no provision was madc for bad
and doubtful debts?

(¢) Whether the actual stock of rice on
hand was used for asset purposes and
whether due allowance wuas niade for loss
in weight by wastage and by vermin?
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(d) Whether the report of the Auditors
was “full and fair” and whether the
Balance Sheet as printed exhibited a
“true and corrcet view of the state of
uffairs of the Board ?”

ORDER OF THE DAY.

Svearsted Loax ro U.K. GoVERNMENT.

Mr. C. V.WIGHT asked and the ColonZ
ial Secretary laid over replies to the
following questions :—

Q. 1. Ts Government of the opinion that
there will be any repatriation of Indian immi-
grants entitled thereto in accordance with the
provisions of Section 26 of the Jmmigration
Ordinance during the War?

A.1. Tt is most unlikely that any return
ship will lcave during the war.

Q. 2. If the answer to No. 1is in the nega-
tive, will Government offer as loan from this
Colony to the United Kingdom the sum of
$345,905.00, the balance at a credit of the Immi-
gration Fund at 31st December, 1939, free of
interest to be used during the War to assist in
the prosecution therecof ?

If not, why not ?

A, 2 No. The Colony's financial position
docs not permit of a loan being offered to the
United Kingdom.

Rice Srocks axp Crops.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT, on bebalf of Mr.
Lee, asked and the Colonial Secretary laid
over replies to the following questions :—

Q. 1. Will Government state what was the
“ carry over” stock of rice in the Colony from
the year 1939 to the year 1940, fixing the stock
in cach county scparately ?

A. ). The information desired is not avail-
able.

Q. 2. Will Government state what was the
estimated yield of rice for the 1939 Autumn
Cropin cach county separately?

Q. 3. Will Government state what was the
actul yield of rice in cach county separately
for the Autumn Crop of 1939°?

A.2and 3 The original forecast of the
yield of the Autumn crop of 1939 was 45,000
tons of rice as indicated in paragraph 8 of the
Report of the Rice Marketing Board for the
period ended 31st March, 1940. Reference is
invited to paragraph 31 of the Board's report
for the period cnded 30th September, 1940, in
which it iy stated that the yield of the 1939
Autumn crop could not have exceeded 37,000
tons of rice. The following comparative tables
compiled from returns prepared by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture show the estimates and
and yield of each county separately ;:—

.
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Original forecast Final Crop

October, 1939. returns

May, 1940.
tons. tons.
Demerara 11,000 10,340
Berbice 24,000 17,450
Essequebo 10,000 8,210
45,000 36,000

Q. 4. Will Government state what was the
estimated yield of rice for the 1940 Spring
crop in each county separately ?

Q. 5. Will Government state what was the
actual yicld of rice in cach county separately
for the Spring crop of 1940 ?

A. 4 and 5. Reference isinvited to paragraph
20 of the Board's report for the period ended
31st March, 1940, in which it is stuted that
owing to the severe drought the Spring crop
almost completely failed.

Q. 6. Will Government stute how many tons
of rice were exported from January to Septem-
ber, 1940 ?

A. 6. 10,755 tons.

Q. 7. Will Government state how many tons
of rice were consumed in the Colony irom
January to September, 1940 ?

A. 7. Consumption of rice in the Colony is
estimated at 25,000 bags (180 1b.) per month
Consumption for the period indicated would
therefore be approximately 18,000 tons.

Q. 8. Will Government state what was the
amount lost by the Rice Marketing Board
from the purchase of the 20,000 bags of rice
from Barbados to assist in fulfilling their
contract to Trinidad ?

A. 8. Reference is invited to paragraphs 8,
23, 24, 26, 27 and 28 of the Board's rcport for
the period April, 1940, to September, 1940,

Q. Y. Will Government state what is the
estimated yield of rice in each county sepa-
rately for the Autumn crop of 1940°?

A.9. No reliable estimate has yet been
prepared as reaping has not yet been com-
pleted but a preliminary forecast prepared by
the Department” of Agriculture indicates a
probable yield of approximately 30,000 tons.

Q. 10. Is Government aware of the fact that
there has been a serious shortage of rice for
consumption in the Colony during the last
four weeks ending 26th October, 1940, and will
Government stop all cxport of rice from date
until it is ascertained if there is an available
surplus over consumption in the Colony to the
end of November, 19412

Q. 11. Is Government taking steps to ensurc
the sowing and reaping of the Spring crop in
1941 so as to find employment {for the
thousands of people who are unemployed and
to provide food for the population ?

A. 10 and 11. Government is aware that
there was a temporary shortage of rice for
local consumption in October. The shortage
was due in part to exceptionally severe
drought conditions and in part to attempts to
hoard padi and deluy milling. The position is
dealt with in paragraphs 20 to 22 of the report
of the Board for the period April, 1940, to
Septenmber, 1240.

The export of rice is already under full con-
trol and no additional regulation is nceded,
The policy of the Government and the Board
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is to endeavour to maintain exports on a mini-
mum basis so as to retain the Colony's export
markets. In view of the reduced yield of the
Autumn crop steps are being taken to en-
courage the planting of an augmented Spring
crop in 1941. To this end the sugar producers
have agreed as a special emergency measure
to permit the planting of & Spring crop in 1941
by workers on all sugar estates on the HEast
and West Coasts of Demerara as well as on
the Blairmont and Bath estates.

Rice Purcuases ax» Exrerrs.

Mr., JACOB asked and the Colonial
Sceretary laid over replies to the following
questions :—

Q. 1. Will Government state the total quan-
tity of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing
Board on or after st November, 1939, from the
thirty-four registered exporting Agents of rice,
giving the names of all Agents and the quan-
tity purchased from each together with the
amount paid to cach exporting Agent?

A. 1. The question relates to the financial
transactions of individuals whe are, moreover,
business competitors, and it is considcred to be
undesirable and not in the public interest that
the information should be made public.

Q.2 What quantity .of the 10,000 tons of
rice contracted to be delivered to I'rinidad by
30th September, 1940, was delivered, exclusive
of the 20,000 bags purchased from Barbados
for delivery, to Trinidad? If the whole
quantity is mnot declivered, when will the
balance be delivered ?

A. 2. Reference is invited to paragraphs 23
to 25 of the report of the Board for the period
1st April. 1940, to 30th September, 1940, which
contain the required information.

BiLos—FirsT ReapiNG.

The following Bills were read the first
timne :—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to continue
certain expiring laws. (The Coloniul Sccretary).

A Bill intituled an Ordinance further to
amend the Gambling Prevention Ordinance,
Chapter 95, by muking it an offence for uny
person in the Colony to sell or deliver any
ticket in any lottery conducted outside the
Colony.

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend the
Fircarms Ordinance, 1940, with respect to the
date wupon which fircarms which have been
surrendered to the Police may be disposed of at
the discretion' of the Commissioner of Police.
(The Attorney- General).

Notice was given that at the next or a
subsequent meeting of the Council it would
be moved that the Bills be read the
second time.
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INcreASED PAay ror MILITIA.

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg
to move :— .

WHEREAS by Resolution passed on the 6th
day of September, 1939, the Legislative Council
approved of prescribed rates of pay and allow-
ances for members of the Militia while engaged
on actual military service;

AND WHEREAS the approved rates of pay
were based on the rates payable in the British
Army which have recently been increased by
6d. a- day for non-commissioned officers and
men :

Be it Resolved,—That this Council approves
of the rates of pay for non-commissioned
Officers and men of the Militia (other than
members of the paid staff) while engaged on
actual military service being as follows with
effect as from the 22nd November, 1940 ;—

per day.
C.S.M. and C.Q.S.M. 8/67
Sergeant 6/6 | plus
Corporal 4/6 } iree
L./Corporal 3/9 | ration.
Private 2/6 )

When the rates of pay for the active
Militia were fixed in September last vear
on the outhreak of war the rates were
based on those then existing in the British
Army. Since then the rates in the British
Army have been increased by 6d. per day
for all other vanks, and it is considered
that the active Militia in this Colony
should also have 6d. per day added to their
scale of pay.

Mr. DIAS seconded.

Motion put, and lagrccd to.

CoMPASSIONATE GRATUITY.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1 beg
to move :—

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message
No. 1 dated 31st October, 1940, this Council
approves of the payment of a compassionate
gratuity of $374.40 to the widow of the late
Benjamin Campbell, formerly a captain of a sca-
going punt of the Public Works Department.

The deceased had served the Depart-
ment for 38 years and the amount which
it is proposed should be paid to his widow
is the equivalent of one yéar’s pay which
he was drawing prior to his death.
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Mr. DIAS seconded.

Motion put, and agreed to.

Mawrenaxce (CrviL) ENGINEER FOR
T. & H. D.
Tor COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg
to move :—

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message °
No. 3 dated 18th November, 1940, this Council
approves of the appointment of a Maintenance
(Civil) Engineer to the staff of the Transport
and Harbours Department at a salary on the
scale $2,400 x $:120—-32,880.

L
o

1

b

Since the retirement of Mr. MacDougall, -

the General Manager, who was also a
Civil Engineer, the Transport Department
lias had no Civil Engineer attached to it,
and the Beard of Commissioners considers
it essential that there should he a Civil
Jingineer on the staff. At one time when
Mr. MacDougull took over the manage-
ment of the Department a Civil Engineer
wag appointed on a 3-year contract, but at
the expiration of that period his contract
was not renewed because it was then felt
that it was possible for Mr. MacDougall to
carry out the duties of a Civil Engineer
along with his duties as General Manager,
There is no Civil Engineer now, and it is
essential that one should be appointed.
The salary proposed is from £500 to £600.
but I think it is improbable that an
appointment will be made at a salary any
lower than the maximuwm of £600.

Mr. De AGUTAR: I think it will be
generally agreed that the appointment of
such an officer is wholly desirable, but I
would have liked to have had some
announcewment  from Government  this
morning as regards the higher post of
General Manager. Those of us who
recall the appointment of Mr. Mac-
Dougall as General Manager will remember
that when that oflicer was appointed to
the post it was pointed out that one of the
reasons for lhis appointment was his
qualifications as an engineer, and I believe
that his appointment followed immediately
on the recommendation that was contained
in the report of Mr. Cooper. It seems to
me now that Government intends to
change that policy, that is, that the
Gencral Manager should also be a Civil
Engineer, and il is now sought in this
mobion to have two separate officers in the
respecltive posts. T am particularly anxious
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to have an answer to this question because
I have in mind that the post of General
Manager of the Department carries a salary
of £1,000 per annum. If Government is
going to appoint a civil engineer at a
salary of £500 to £600 and in addition to
appoint a General Manager at the present
scale of salary there can be no doubt
about it - that the expenditure of the
Department  will bhe increased. I had
hoped that Government would have
announced its future policy with regard to
the post of General Manager. We have
Government propounding the policy on
one occasion that the General Manager must
be a civil engineer-—and I believe Govern-
ment had very good reason for adopting
that policy—and then a few years later
that policy is changed and we ave going to
have a Civil Engineer and a General
Manager. T may mention incidentally
that for the purpose of filling the gap that
arose with the appointment of an engineer
to the post of General Manager an
additional post was created, and if T know
the facts correctly I think that post still
existy, That officeris still in the service,
and it seems to me that we ave creating
too many posts. The appointment of a
Civil Engineer is desirable, but T think
Government should have taken the oppor-
tunity to carry out what was originally
planned.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : The hon, Member
rather anticipated the point I had intended
to make. It seems to me that the ques-
tion is first of all whether Mr. MacDougall
having taken on the onerous duties of two
posts, was adequately compensated. Of
course bhat is a matter entirely for that
gentleman. Now Government proposes
to create two posts which may run on
perpetualty, although it is stated that the
Civil Engineer’s contract is to be for three
vears. The proposal to appoint a General
Manager  should have been put forward
before the motion for the appointment of a
Civil Engineer was introduced. One is
driven to the conclusion that it is perhaps
not possible to obtain a General Manager
with civil engineering qualifications. If
that 1is so then perhaps there is some
argument in favour of the post it is pro-
posed to create. Perhaps the Colonial
Secretary might be in a position to tell
the Council whether it is possible to
obtain & General Manager with qualifica-
tions as a civil engincer.
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Mr. JACOB: I am not against this
appointment. I think adequate and proper
supervision is necessary if we are going to
safeguard the funds of the Department and
the funds of the Colony. I notice on page
79 of the Estimates that the net deficiency
to be voted in respect of this Department
is $253,451. That means that the Depart-
ment will be run at a loss in 1941 to the
extent of $253,451. The approximate loss
in 1940 is $157,218, while the actual loss
in 1939 was $294,163.

I should like to be told whether the
officer’s duty will be to see that when plans
and specifications are prepared the actual
work is carried out in accordance with
those plans and specifications, and whether
he will have the right to report to the
Head of the Department on the activities

~of other officers who may be doing
irregular  things. T want to make my
position perfectly clear. It i3 with-

in the knowledge of Government that
large works which have been carried oub
and are being carried out now are not
being done in accordance with the plans
and specifications, and no one seems to be
able to report what is going on. A most
unsatisfactory state of affairs has arisen
and is going on in the Public Works
Department. It is not necessary for me
to refer to that at the moment.

In view of the fact that the Transport De-
partment is run ata huge loss year after year,
and it is expected to add to the expenditure
which will increase the loss, I think all
steps should be taken, every means should
be adopted to see that the moneys that are
spent are properly spent, and that the tax-
pavers got results from the expenditure. I
am not saying that in the Transport Depart-
ment that is not safeguarded, but I would
like it to beclearly stated that this officer
will have the right not only to malke plans
and specifications bub to see that the works
are carried out in accordance with those
plans and specifications, and that the
money spent is judiciously spent. When
plans are made it is sometimes necessary
to revise them, and I have in mind
instances where revision of plans has been
made, bub instead of a saving being effected
the entire sum is spent. I know of par-
ticular cases of that kind. I wm definite
about 1wy statements, and I going
to make onc or two definite statewments
later on. DMy object in speaking now is to

anm
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ask that caution be exercised, and that
this officer should not hesitate to report
irregularities to the proper quarter
whether it affects the Head of the Depart-
ment or not. I do not know whether that
is taking it too far, but I suggest that for
the earnest consideration of Government.

Tne COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. Member for Central Demerara (Mer.
De Aguiar) asked whether it has been
decided who is going to fill the post of
Generul Manager. TFirst of all a recom-
mendation will be sent forward by the
Board of Commissioners. Mr. MacDougall
was on B or 6 months leave and it was
decided that the present acting officer
should be appointed to act, and on the
expiration of Mr. MacDougall’s Jeave the
Board will make a recommendation. Mr.
" MacDougall’s leave expired quite recently,
and although we have not had a meeting, I
can safely say that the Board proposes to
recommend that the acting otficer be con-
firmed in the post. The hon. Member
then asked whether it was not possible to
combine the duties of Civil Engineer with
those of General Manager. Whether it is
possible to get such an officer or not I do
not know, and the Board docs not know,
I should think it is wvery unlikely that
one could he got at the present time.
Government was very fortunate in hav-
ing on the staff of the Department
an officer who was a civil engincer
and who was carrying on the duties
of General Manager, hut although that
oficer was in the Department in 1932
Mr. Cooper, who was then on a visit to
the Colony, in spite of Mr. MacDougall’s
presence, recomumended that the two offices
should not be combined, and that a Civil
Engineer should be appointed. A Civil
Engineer was appointed on a 3-year con-
tract which was not renewed because
Govermmnent had to effect drastic economy,
and it was possible to get Mr. MacDougall
to perform the duties of Civil Engineer as
well, It is impossible to do that now.

In 1923, when the railway was taken over
by Government, there were on the staft two
qualified civil engineers and five qualified
mechanical engineers. Since then the
Board is responsible for the Harbours
Branch of the Department and the voad
services, and T would like to compare the
present stafl with the stafl in those days.
The two civil engineors I referved to were
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in addition to the General Manager. We
now have no Civil Engineer but four
Mechanical Engineers with the increased
duties to which T have just referved. The
Board is convinced that it is cssential to
make this appointment. If the present
acting officer is confirmed in his post T
Liope, and T have every reason to believe, it
will be possible to put before the Board of
Commissioners a slight re-arvangement in
the stafl of the branch from which the
present acting General Manager has ceme.
I am not suggesting that he should com-
bine the duties of Mechanical Mngineer
with those of General Manager, but it may
be possible to make a re-adjustment in his
branch which would effect a small saving,
I do not promise any large saving, but we
do hope to save £200 or £300, if possible,
when these appointments are made. The
duties of the Maintenance Engineer will be
to prepare plans and specifications for the
Harbours  epartment and also for the
Railway Department, and examine the line.
Tt is most important that regular examin-
ation of the line should be made. 1f there
was an accident and Governmment had to
confess that it had not on the staft a quali-
fied civil engineer it would be very
awkward for Government.

Motion put, and agreed to.

EstiMaTrs, 1941,
Tk COLONTAL SECRETARY : T beg
to move :(—
THAT, this Council approves thce Estimates
of Expenditure to be defrayed from revenue

during the year ending 31st December, 1941,
which have been laid on the table.

Tie PRESIDENT (after a long pause) :
As no Member wishes to speak om the
motion the Council will go into Committee
to consider the estimates head by head.

Ivcone Tax INcrEASE ABANDONED.

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treusurer):
Sir,—-I think that it will assist the Coun-
cil if, at this stage, T intimate that T am
authorised Lo announce a  change in
Government’s proposals m  regard to
increased taxation as set forth by the
Honourable Colonial Secretary in his Bud-
web Statement.
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It had been proposed to obtain addi-
tional revenue to the extent of $300,000
by imposing a surtax of .50 per cent. on
existing personal income tax rates accom-
panied by an increase in the rate on
companies from 5 per cent. fo 20 per
cent., and on life insurance cempanies from
5 per cent. to 6 per cent. and it had also
been proposed to postpone the introduction
of an Excess Profits Tax, for which pro-
vision had been made in the hudget for the
current year.

The matter has since been reconsidered
by the Government and it has been decided
that an Excess Profits Tax should he
introduced at once as originally contem-
plated. It has also been decided to contine
the increase in the income tax to the
advance in the company rate from 15 per
cent. to 20 per cent. The proposal to
impose a surtax of 50 per cent. on personal
rates and to advance the life insurance
company rate from b per cent. to 6 per cent.
will be abandoned for the present. It is
anvicipated that these new proposals will
yield not less than and perhaps considerably
morc than $£300,000.

It is not necessary for me to go into
details at the moment. I should like to
say, however, that the new proposals are
obviously considerably less burdensome in
their effect on the individual tuxpayer
than the eriginal proposuls. The new
company rate of income tax would De
slightly less than one half the current rate
of tax in the United Kingdom and will
consequently, in so far as companies Jiable
to tax both in the United Kingdom and
this Colony are concerned, mean no in-
crease In taxation whatsoever, having re-
gard to the provisions for rvelief from
double taxation; while, as regavas local
companies, as the company tax is only a
means of collecting tax from individuals
at the source, the 20 per cent. rate will
apply only to profits permanently retained
and not distiibuted in dividends. The
individual taxpayer would obtain relict
from the company tax deducted from his
dividends by mecans of the provisions for
¢ set-off.”

As regards the BExcesy Profits Tax a
draft Bill has already been prepared and
will be introduced as soon as certwin
amendwments suggested by the Board of
Inland Revenue in the United Kingdom
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have been considered. The rate of the
tax will he 60 per cent. of the excess
profits earned over standard profits which,
generally speaking, will be the average
profit of the best two of the three years
preceding the War. Those ave briefly the
new proposals in the budget.

The Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee to consider the estimates.

Ledisnarore,

My. JACOB: T notice from an Order
of the King in Council amending the
British Guiana (Constitution) Amendment
Order in Council of 1928, that an Order
was passed ab the Court at Buckingham
Palwe on the 13th day of August, 1935,
amending certain Articles of the British
Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council.
I wish to make particular reference to
Article 25 which states among other things
that the property qualification of a voter
should be $350 and not $500. This amend-
ment came into force in August, 1935, but
up to the present time the public has not
been made aware of it. As u matter of fact
when I say that the public was not made
awarc of it T mean that it was nof printed
and circulated in such a manner as to
make the public cognizant of the amend-
ment, On the econtraay, Form 1 which is
used by a person claiming to be registered
as a vober, states at the back amonyg other
qualifications :—

(iii) Ownership, during the six months pre-

vious 1t registration, of a house or land, or
land with a house or other erections there-

on, of the value of not less than five
hundred dollars ;

For some reason or another since 1935
the public was not aware ‘'of the fact that
a person who owns a house or land worth
$350 is eligible to be registered as o voter,
1 consider that very unsatisfactory,
especially in view of the fact that the
number of voters in this Colony is just a
little over 9,000, slightly over 2 per cent.
of the population, and attempts have been
made by certain persons from time
to time to get the number increased.
While this is wso an incorreet form
has been  allowed to remain in circu-
labion up to the present tiwe, with the
result that large numbers of persons have
been prevented from being registered as
voters. I do not know whose fault it is ;
perhaps it i3 nobody’s fault, but I think
steps should be taken as soon as possible
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to let it be known to the public that that
qualification has heen reduced. There
were other amendments, changes which
would have resulted, in my opinion, in
thousands of people being placed on the
.voters’ list, and it is desirable that the
voters’ list should be strengthened in order
that this Council should be properly con-
stituted. It has heen recommended by the
Royal Commission that we should work
toward the end of adult suffrage, that is,
that every male and female above the age
of 21, whether he or she has an income of
£1,000, £100, or a dollar, should have a
vote. I think Government should be at
pains to see that all eligible persons are
given every facility to be vegistered as
voters.

Mr. WALCOTT : It secms to me that
while Government has been negligent it has
taken the hon. Member for North Western
District over four years to discover the
omission. There is, therefore some excuse
for Government.

Tome CHATRMAN : Has the hon. Mem-
ber only just discovered it?

Mr. WALCOTT: T should think that
had he known about it he would have
mentioned it before,

Mr. JACOB: As I said before, this
Council has no responsibility and the
individual Members have none. In my
own case I may say that [ was not a Mem-
ber of this Council when the amendment
ways passed, therefore I can plead ignor-
rance, but my houn. friend was a Member
of the Council then and I do not know
what can be his plea.

Mir, De AGUIAR : Iknow that the hon.
Member would like his remark to be cir-
culated throughout the Colony that hon.
Members of this Council have no respon
sibility, but I do not think hon. Members
will allow such a remark to go unchal-
lenged any more than to remain in their
seats and allow the hon. Member to make
the astounding statement that this Couneil
is not properly constituted.

Mr. JACOB: T beg to confirm that.

Mr. D AGUIAR: If the hon Mem-
her is satisfied that the Council is not
properly constituted he has & remedy under
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the Constitution Ordinance, and if he
failed to take the necessary steps to see
that the Council was properly constituted
the hon. Member has failed in his in-
dividual vesponsibility. I am not here to
challenge what he said about the amend-
ment that was made with regard to the
qualification of voters. He may be right
or he may be wrong. I am notina
position either to confirm or deny what he
has said, but like the hon. Nominated
Member T think it is surprising that he
did not do his duty by bringing the matter
to the notice of Government in a different
way. 1 have just risen to let the hon.
Member know that so far as I am con-
cerned I appreciate my responsiblity not
only to the people T have the honour to
represent but also to His Majesty’s
Governwent, and so long as I am in my
seat T shall always endeavour to carry out
that responsibility to the hest of my
ability.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I would like to
dissociate myself entirely from the remark
of the bon. Member for North Western
District (Mr. Jacob) that because he was
not a member of this Council at that par-
ticular date he was not concerned with
what transpired here. T think it is my
duty as a citizen to know what transpires
here even if T did not occupy a seat in this
Council.

Dr. SINGII : T think the hon. Member
for North Western District should be con-
gratulated on the keen interest he has
shown in discovering the omission and
hringing it to the notice of the Council,

Mr. GONSALVES: I cannot see any
reason why Members should get panicky
over the remarks of the hon. Member for
North Western District. e says that
nobody knows of the change in the law but
I think he ought to know by now, having
had some knowledge of the law, that every-
one is presumed to know the law, and if this
amendment was passed in public everyone
should know that the law is there. As
Cowmmissioner of Oaths authorised to
swear voters on their qualifications he
must have known that it was his duty to
inform those persons who desired to be
registered as voters that the property quali-
fication had been reduced. Other Mem-
bers of the Council seem to take the hon.
Member seriously, but I do not, I think
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he has only raised the question with a
view to hearing something from the hon.
Colonjal Secretary. 1 am not going to
answer for Government. It seems to me
that the hon. Member is making a moun-
tain out of a molehill because, if the law
says that the value of property shall be
$350 that is the qualification required.
The form he has referred to is a printed
torm and is only a guide as to what is
required. It might have been better, per-
haps, if in issuing those forms the amount
of the property qualification was changed,
hut it does not mean that that is what a
person is declaring to. The real qualifi-
cation is stated in the declaration itself.

Mr. JACOB : I would like to explain. 1
took the opportunity—l would not say
trouble—to ask the Registering Otticer for
Georgetown a month or so ago whether he
was aware of this amendment, and whether
it was a fact that the qualification had
been reduced from $500 to $350, and he
expressed surprise and told me he did not
know. I think he then communicated with
the Colonial Secretary’s Oftice. I then
referred him to the Order in Council and I
think he agreed that the qualification had
been reduced. I want the hon. BMember
for Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) to
realize that these things must be stated
definitely. It is a fact. He has a habit
of trying to confuse things, hut T want him
to realize that when, facts are facts they
must bLe stated as facts, and he must not
try to coufuse them. If anyone reads his
speech he might think the hon. Mewmber
is correct and I ans inzorrect. The Regis-
tering Officers do not know of the change
—uat least one of them told me definitely
he did not know.

THE CHATRM AN : Did any of the can-
L.rlidates know ?

Myr. JACOB: I do not know ; there
were no candidates vecently. (Laughter).
The Ovder in Council was passed at the
Court at Buckingham Palace in August,
1935, and 1 remember distinetly I was in
the North West District then. If the
Order was passed in August, 1935, it did
not arrive in the Colony until about the
end of the vear, therefore if one is engnged
on something else, particularly in my own
case (laughter) he is likely to forget about
it.  While I take a keen interest in these
things, absence from the seat of Govern-
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ment is a reasonable excuse. I am not
pleading that I am not to blame. A certain
amount of blame I should take, but my
point is that the oflicers of Government
who receive these papers should see that
they are printed, and the Registering Ofii-
cers should have known about it and in-
formed the public. There was negligence
on the part of someone ; maybe, it is this
Legislature. I do not know. When the Royal
Commiission was here I made a specific
subiaission that the property qualification
was $500, which I think was wrong, but
nobody corrected it. I do not know whose
fault it is but I merely brought the matter
up here in order that it should be
corrected.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to
point out that there has been an election
since 1935, and I was a candidate since
then. I am rather surprised to hear that
the hon. Member +was so disinterested in
the issue of that election that I did not
receive his support in this matter.

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. Member
for North Western District said he was
not a Member of this Council at the time,
but if the amendment was not published
until the end of 1935 then he was a Mem-
ber of the Council at that time.

Trae COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
1935 I  was also engaged elsewhere

(laughter), and this is the first time this
subject has been brought to my notice. 1
am afraid 1 cannot give the hon. Mewmber
all AlSWer now,

Tue CHAIRMAN: I do not quite
know what the hon. Member wants done.
If it is that the registration papers should
be corrected that will be done.

Mr.JACOB: One experiences great
ditiiculty in getting those forms, and if
more were printed after 1935 the amend-
ment should have been made. I a large
quantity has been circulated throughout
the Colony and cannot be withdrawn 1
thing something should be printed so as
to let everybody know of the amendment,
Steps should either be taken to withdraw
those forms or an amendment should be
inserted in each form.

Tar CHAIRMAN: Government will
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those forms and whether a correction is
necessary. It does surprise me that
lilected Members of the Council, who are
goncerned with these matters, should not
have been aware of the change as the hon.
Member suggests.

Item 6—Subscription to the Empire
Parliamentary Association, $480.

Mr. JACOB: T think this is a very
deserving contribution but I am of opinion
that the debates of the various Legislatures
afilinted to this Association should be
obtained and circulated.

Tne CHATRMAN : Do you mean the
Hansard ?

Mr. JACODB : Yes, sir.

Tie CHAIRMAN : We would have to
contribute more than £100.

Mr. JACOB: This Colony should send a
sufticient number of copies to the Asso-
ciation so that they might be bound and
circulated among the twelve Legislatures
connected with the Association which
would send us the debates of the other
Legislatures in order that we might be
kept informed of what is going on in the
various Legislabures.

Tur CHAIRMAN: Do you suggest
that the twelve Legislatures would send
their debates to us ?

Mr. JACOB: Yes, siv, I suggest that,
through the Association.

Trne CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon.
Mecember promtses to read them. (Laughter).

Mr. JACOB : Yes, sir. Perhaps Your
Excellency is not aware that I have some
of those debates and I have becen reading
them. I have tried to get the debates of
the Jamaica Legislature because I know of
certain things that are going on in Jamaica
which T think should go on here.

Tug CHAIRMAN : What is the hon.
Member suggesting that this Colony should

do?

My, JACOB : This Colony should print
additional copies of the debates and send
them to the Association for distribytion to
the other Legislatures,
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Tae CHAIRMAN : That would not
come within the purview of the Empire
Parliamentary Association.

Mr. JACOB: I am suggesting that we
should ask the Association to request the
various Legislatures to send bound copies
of their debates for the purpose of an
exchange of debates among the various
Colonies.

Tae CHAIRMAN : We would have to pay
a very much larger subscription. I think
I probably know the office of the Empire
Parliamentary Association better than any
Member of this Counecil. I know their
procedure and I should not be prepared
to make that suggestion to them, except
as o suggestion cowing from the members
of the Association in this Colony. I am
not prepared to put it forward as the
suggestion of an individual member. The
hon. Member must be aware that copies of
the debates are sent to the Association from
all the Legislatures that are affiliated to
the Association, and it rests entirely with
the Association itself to select from those
debates what matters it considers ave of
sufficient general importance to include in
1ts journal. We have nothing at all to do
with that selection. To make the
Association act as a general exchange of
Hansard from all the Legislatures is a
burden which T am almost sure it would
not undertake.

Mr. JACOB: I accept what Your
Iixcellency has said but I would like to
point out further that I think and Thope
that within my time there will be a federa-
tion of British Guiana and the West
Indies, and 1 think we should be aware of
what is going on in the West Indics as a pre-
liminary to that federation which I think
would be a very good thing. As a pre-
liminary to that I suggest that those who.
are interested—and I hope the majority
of the hlected Members at least arve
interested in this aspect of the work of the
various Legislatures—would be keen on
seeing that those debates are circulated,
and those who have time will read those
debates. If the Jocal Association is not
prepared to recommend it and Your Iix-
cellency would be willing to send forward
my recommendation—

Tre CHAIRMAN : I will not send for-
ward an individual recommendation to the
Assogciation,
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Myr. JACOB : I suggest that the local
Association should consider it.

Toe CHAIRMAN : That is entirely a
matter for the Association.

Mr. JACOB : Unless it is put to the

Association and considered—

" Tae CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
has a perfect right as a member to put it
to the Association.

AGRICULTURE.

Dr. SINGH : I have been in sympathy
with this Department for the past 10
years. I felt that the bepartment should
be given an opportunity to further re-
organize itself in order to overcome the
strictures that had been levelled at it from
time to time in this Council. T regret,
however, to say that in spite of the in
creased expenditure by the Department
from year to ycar it has not made local
agriculture efficient. The community feels
that this Department is a burden and is
asking for some control of ite expenditure.
It is true that it is said that the people
of this Colony should grow more food but
they have been planting cassava, plantains
and other provisions without the help of
the Department of Agriculture. "The
Agricultural Superintendents might assist
in laying out plans, but when it comes to
showing the people how to plant rice and
other produce I think they have heen doing
that long before. I think other Members
will support me when I say that the
expenditure of this Department is very
heavy, especially at the present time when
this great war is on, and when economy is
needed. I do hope other Members will
support me.

» Mr. HUMPHRYS : If the hon. Member
could point out to the Council ways in
which the expenditure of the Department
might be cut down I can assure him he
would obtain my hearty support, but he
has not pointed out a single itemn which
might be veduced. If he could do so he
would receive my support because I am
going to urge Government not to incnr any
increased expenditure that could possibly
be avoided. At the proper time I shall
give my reasons, of which I think Govern-
ment is well aware. I urge on the hon.
Member to say what items he thinks can
be deleted or reduced.
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Mr. JACOB: I intend to contine my
remarks on this Departinent under two
heads. I will deal with coffee, cattle,
ground provisions and coconuts together,
and I will lease rice until a later stage.
(Laughter), As regards coffee the exports
for this year up to the end of October were
10,404 1bs. as against 22,110 lbs. in 1939.
This industry at one time brought into the
country roughly $100,000 from other parts
of the Empire or the world, but all it has
brought in for the ten months ending in
October is $791. Various recommenda-
tions have been made with regard to help
that should be given to this industry so
that at some time coffee should be con-
sidered one of the agricultural products
bringing money into the Colony, but up to
the present I do not think anything really
practical has been done. The result is
that this industry can be considered as
practically gone. It is no use stressing
the point. The only point I wish to walke
is that the coffee industry can be con-
sidered as practically diminished.

As regards cattle there is much scope
for the development of that industry, bnt T
notice that it s also declining. The
exports of cattle for the 10 months of this
year were 374 head valued $6,645, as com-
pared with 911 head in 1939 valued
$11,004. Here we have an industry which
has been going down gradually and con-
sistently during the last 10 or 12 years.
Steps should be taken to improve that
industry and I must say that certain steps
have been taken which I hope will he con-
tinued, and that the industry will be put on
a far better footing sooner or later.

With regard to ground provisions I do
hope that the experiment that is being
carried on will be a success. I am not
going to say anything more about it. T
have already expressed grave doubts ab
the last session of the Council, but I wish
and earnestly hope that it will be & success,
and that sowmething better will be estab-
lished later on. I say again that I take
the view that the whole scheme will be a
hopeless failure, but I wish it success.

I will now deal with coconuts, copra and
oil. Never in the history of this Colony
have we been placed in the position we
were in during the last two or three months.
The exports of copra are being controlled
in a manner which I think is fairly satis-



53 Hstimates, 1941

factory to Government, but very unsatis-
factory to those concerned. The coconut
industry has been helped all these vears,
but let me use the phrase I have always
used here in regard to the rice industry—
the coconut indust:ry has been helped down,
not up. The comparisons I am going to
make will show how this help has resulted
in the industry going down and causing
general dissatisfaction throughout the
Colony. Instead of conserving oil for the
use of the Colony, instead of taking steps
to see that the needs of the Colony are
supplied first, what has happened?
Although there was a drought the Copra
Board thought it best to export all avail-
able supplies of copra, oil and coconuts,
with the result that there has been a huge
shortage, and this Colony has had to im-
port oil and copra from other Colonies in
the West Indies.

In the case of coffee and cattle we did
not export what we did not have in stock
in the Colony, but in vegard to copra, oil
and coconuts T maintain and wish to
emphasize that the Board blundered so
very badly that it exported what it did not
have. In the case of copra 1,027 tons
were exported during the 10 months of
this year as against 507 tons in 1939,
double the quantity. In the case of coco-
nuts 287,483 were exported up to the end
of October this year as compared with
253,252 in 1939. The exports of oil up to
October this year amounted to 14,980
gallons valued $7,105, as against 2,199
gallons valued $791 in 1939.

These figures show a lack of apprecia-
tion of the position in the Colony and a
general lack of foresight on the part of
those connected with the Board. I am
not concerned who the memhers of the
Board are, hut when the general commun-
ity is faced with starvation so far as oil is
concerned it is time that sometheng should
be said, and said very strongly, about its
management. The result is general dissatis-
faction, and while the figures might show
that the coconut: 1ndusb1v 18 plO“leSSHl‘,, B
severe setback has 'Lheady occurred. I do
wish to urge on the members of the Board
that more energy be displayved and a little
more time be given to these matters which
should be viewed from all aspects. They
should not allow one or two persons to
have their own way, If it is considered
satisfactory to export all the copra, a
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large number of coconuts and all the oil
available and then import in order to meet
local requirements I can only say that [
feel very disappointed that such a state of
affairs should have occurred, and I hope it
will not occur again. The coconut indus-
try is going to suffer a severe sethack. I
have drawn Govermment’s attention to
those four industries and I do not know
whether any satisfactory explanation can
be given or any assurance that it will not
occur again. I will resume my seat and
later on I shall say something about the
rice industry.

Mr. SEAFORD : As one of the unfor-
tunate members of this unfortunate Board
I feel I should say something, although I
am probably not on the Board to represent
the various industries referred to by the
hon. Member. To deal first of all with .
the coffee industry I can assure the hon.
Member that the matter was considered
by the Board ot Agriculture—

Mr.JACOB: I did not refer to the
Board of Agriculture; I rveferred par-
ticularly to the Copra Board, but I would
be pleased to hear what the hon. Member
has to say about agriculture generally as
a member of the Board of Agriculture

Mr. SEAFORD : The matter of coffee
came up hefore the Board of Agriculture
and I thought the hon. Member was refer-
ring to that. The peculiar thing about
coffee and several other products such as
black-eye peas is that we find that the cost
of production here is very much higher
than in any other place, and it is quite
impossible for us to export things like
those in competition with the outside mar-
kets. Tt might interest hon. Members to
hear that 1 personally brought some coffee
here from Trinidid whicl competes with
our best coffee and is rather better, T think,
and although the duty was 12 cents per b,
I was able to bring it here at a cheaper
rate than T could buy local coffee. It i
what is called creole coffee.

As regards caltle T am glad to hear the
hon. Membher say he was pleased to see
Government had taken steps to improve
the breed. 1 do net think anyone would
gninsay the fact that the breed of milch
Cattle in she Colony has considerably im-
proved within the last six vears, and it is
improving every day. I think great credit
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is due to the Veterinary Surgeon for the
great interest he has taken, and to the im-
provement made by him and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Govermment voted
a sum of money for experimental work
with cattle which I hope may be of help
to the Colony generally. Our great bug-
bear here is a lack of drainage. We are up
against something that they have not got
in the West Indian islands, and when we
realize what drainage costs per acre we
can appreciate thatit is hound to put up
the cost of everything. 1t is a great hind-
rance to us, and although Government has
taken steps to improve our drainage as hest
it can the cost is bound to he grewt and
there will always he a rope around our
necks,

Dealing with coconuts I am sorry the
hon. Member did not give us the months.
At the beginning of the year we know that
exports were made, hut T do not think even
the growers themselves realized what the
effect of the drought would be on the
coconuts and the industry itself. I notice
that a short time ago exports of coconuts
were matde even before the eflects of the
drought were realized. The amount of
coconuts exported for the whole year was
287,000 nuts, which would not produce
more than 30 tons of copra.

My, JACOB : The figures are so small
that T cannot sece the force of the hon.
Member’s argument at all.

Mr. SEAFORD : I maintain that the
quanity exported was so very small that
it really could not affect the situation at
all.

Mr. JACOB: I cannot allow a state-
ment like that to go unchallenged. Tt is
most incorrcet to say that it would not
affect the situation.

Trae CHATRMAN :
Member got the prices ?

Has  the hon.

Mr. JACTOB: I am not coneerned about
prices; I am concerned about the incon-
venience caused the publie.

Tur CHATRMAN : It is no use talk-
ing -about markets and exports except you
consider prices.
JACOB:

Mr, Is it proper for this
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Colony to import copra and oil from St.

Lucia ?

Tue CHAIRMAN: It is not at all

satisfactory to have a severe drought.
(Laughter).
Mr. SEAFORD : It was not rcalized

what the cffects of the drought would De.
We know that if a market is once lost it is
almost impossible to regain it. In some
businesses articles are bought from com-
petitors at increased prices in order to
1etain their customers. I would like the
hon. Member to name the months in which
those exports were made. It is rather un-
fortunate that we should in this Council
try to blame hoth the Board of Agricul-
ture and the Department of Agriculture or
the Government for a situation over which
they had absolutely no control, and that is
the drought.

Mr. JACOB: I have not blamed the
Departent of Agriculture at all in regard
to the cxports of coconuts; I blame the
Copra Board. It should not have ex-
ported all the coconuts and copra knowing
fully well that a dronght was on and-that
they had to safeguard supplies for use in
the Colony. If it is the intention of the
Board to export oil without taking into
account future supplies then all I can say
is God help us from that Board and people
of that type. Inmy own home we could not
get oil and we had to send to a shop and buy
half a pint at a tiwe for six cents. The
price was 11 cents per pint and not 12
cents, but we have no half-cent coins here,
We had to send a dozen times in order to
get 6 pints of oil. That happened through-
out the Colony. The shopkeepers had to
buy oil at 2/- or 3/- per gallon above the
fixed price, and while they will not admit
it they had to ve-sell it at an increased
price. A man who wants a certain avticle
will do anything to yet it, and would even
break the law. Is that not within the
knowledge of Government? I am con-
cerned about the inconvenience caused the
the publie, and T think there is inconven-
ience at the present time with vegard to
oil.  This Government is not properly in-
formed. Whether Government takes steps
to get proper information I do mot know,
but I make the definite statement that
Government is not properly informed on
many things which are happening-in the
Colony.
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Mr. PEER BACCHUS : Fortunately or
unfortunately I happen to be a member of
the Board of Agriculture and also a mem-
ber of the Copra Board which is consti-
tuted by persons who are interested in the
industry itself and have made investments
in the coconut indnstry. The hon. Mem-
ber has selected figures for 1940 and 1939,
the year before the drought and the year
of the drought. I do not know if he can
find a more suitable vear to make com-
parisons of figures, but even with those
years he has not proved his case. His
complaint is that the Board exported
copra. He has not mentioned the month,
but I think when the Board exported
copra there was a surplus stock in the
Colony. No one could have anticipated
the effect of the drought.

Mr. JACOB: I realize that the Board
could not anticipate anything.

Tre CHAIRMAN : They ought to have
foreseen the drought!

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: The members
of the Board cannot foresee the weather
as well as the hon. Member for North
Western District, He might give us a
forecast of the weather for next year. The
hon. Member admitted that there was a
scarcity of oil and coconut products and
yet charged Government with indiscretion
in importing copra and oil from another
Colony.

Mr. JACOB : I charged the Board with
lack of foresight in exporting all it had.
It afterwards had to import. Tlease do
not confuse the point.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS  The Board
exported because it could not foresee the
drought. For the information of the hon.
Member I may say that since the importa-
tion of oil into the Colony it has heen
sold to the consumer at the rate fixed hy
Government. Yor the hon. Member’s
information also I may say that there was
a slight margin of profit between the im-
port price and the price to the consumer.
Similarly, in the case of copra it s
imported into the Colony and supplied to
the mills which manufacture deodorised
oil at the same price at which the coco-
nut producers (and I am one of them) told
Government it could not pay them to sell
it. May I ask the hon. Member if that
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was not good business that the Board did?
I challenge the hon. Member to provethat
there is any scarcity of oil now in the
Colony. I think he can get all the oil he
wants from any retail shop or from the
mills, Six hundred drums of oil recently
arrived in the Colony and there is still
much oil to be had. The Copra Board is
constituted by persons interested in the
industry who can well take care of them-
selves. I do not think they need any
assistance or advice from the hon. Member
for North Western District as te how to
carry on their business.

Mr. D AGUTAR : T bhad no desire to
join in this debate at this stage; especially
as we have been promised a further con-
tribution by the hon. Member for North
Western District, but I can hardly allow
some of the statements he has made to go
unchallenged. T would like first of all to
state that I am not in the same unfortu-
nate position as the hon. Member for Wes-
tern Berbice. T happen not to be a mem-
Ler of the Copra Board, and perhaps if I
err I would be erring along the lines of
the hon. Member himself, But T hardly
think T would err as badly as he has done
because I think the hon. Member will give
me credit for knowing something about
buying and selling of oil which is part of
my business, and I should be able to ex-
press an opinion as to the reason for a
shortage or a glut in the market in respect
of any commodity in which my firm is
intevested. It is all very well and fine to
be wise after an event, and most of us can
always point out any errors that might
have been made here and there when one
grasps at details to attack a policy. Any
Member who attempts to do that starts to
err from the very beginning.

I could not remain in my scat and allow
the hon. Member to make the remarks he
did about the Board which, in my opinion,
is doing its best in spite of the very difti-
cult times it has to labour under. I do
not know whether it is the hon. Member’s
view that this Colony should not produce
coconuts, rice or black-eye peas for export.
In fact I have heard himm over and over
again in this Council championing the
cause of those industries and making com-

parisons  of export figures. To-day he
tells us that we should rot  export.
I do not know whether he thinks that

Government should have stepped m when
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the DBoard was making those shipments
of copra and prohibited the export. I sub-
mit that he was quite wise in not making
such a suggestion. T must assume that
when the Board made the shipments of
coconuts and copra it was in possession
of more facts than the hon, Member has
given the Council to-day. The Board
must have been satisfied, and this Govern-
ment must have been satisfied that the
facts were sufficiently sound to permit the
export of coconuts and copra. The hon.
Member must not lose sight of the fact
that the figures he quoted for 1940 relate
to exports under war conditions. I happen
to know that it is the desire of Govern-
ment to retain as mucli as possible for the
consumption of the inhabitants of the
Colony, and if the Board and the Govern-
ment permitted those exports the facts
must have Dbeen against the arguments of
the hon. Member.

There is no doubt that there was a
temporary shortage of oil; everybody
knows that, but I submit respectfully that
the blame should not he placed at the
doors of the Copra Board. I will advise
the hon. Member te try to make somc
enquiries as to where the blame should be
laid. I am not here thia morning to assist
him in that direction, but I will advise him
to make enquiries before he attaches the
blame to the Board. I want to remind
him that I am not a member of the Board.
The opinion I am giving the Council to-
day is the result of my own experience as
a commercial man and one who is
interested directly and indircetly in oil,

There was one remark made by the hon.
Member which surprised me. In fact it
pained me greatly to hear from the
hon. Member that he broke the law and
paid a higher price for oil than that
fixed by Governwment. One would have
expected him, an honest individual respon
gible to this Government and to the
community, to have brought such informa-
tion to the notice of the ‘rovernment,
especially in these times when we know—
and I do not know that the hon. Member
is not aware of it—that it is the desive of
Government to keep down commodity
prices at a level within the reach of the
buying public. Instead of that we find the
hon. Member encouraging—1I can hardly use
any other word—profiteering by paying a
higher price just to get a point of oil, with-
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out passing on the information to the
proper authority so that action might be
taken to protect the unfortunate individ-
uals whom the hon. Member himself las
the honour to represent. I was pained
and shocked to hear that statement by the
hon. Member. (Laughter).

Mr. JACOB: Let me correct the hon,
Member right away. Whatever I have
stated here I never went so far as to sa
that my family broke the law. I stated
clearly that we had to buy oil in half pint
lots, paying the extra price for buying in
halves. The price was 11 cents per pint,
and buying in half pints we had to pay an
extra half-cent, and as there is no half-cent
coin in the Colony we had to pay 6 cents
for a half pint. By paying the additional
price we got what we wanted, and Govern-
ment permits one to buy in half pints.
BEven if T did exceed the margin it dves not
matter a row of pins to me; my conscience
is clear. The elock has struck, and when
we resume after lunch T shall have some-
thing more tuo say about it.

The Committee adjourned for the
luncheen recess until 2 p.m.

2 p.m.

Mr. LEE attended.

Mr. JACOB: When the Committee
adjourned—

Mr. De AGUIAR: May I remind the
hon, Member that I was on my feet. I do
not know whether he wants to carry on
with another speech. He has interrupted
me before and, perhaps, I may give him an
opportunity to interupt e again.

Mr. JACOB: T was actually on my
feet. when the adjournment was taken.

Taeg CHAIRMAN: If the hon. Mem-
ber wishes to continue he may do so.

Mr. JACOB: When the Committee
adjowrned I was replying to certain incor-
rect conclusions arvived at by the hon.
Mewmber for Central Demerara (Mr.
De Aguiar).

Mr. De AGUTAR : I am sorry to inter
rupt the hon. Member, but I want to afford
him an opportunity of correcting me
because I haye quite a lot of incorrect
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information to furnish this Council. If
he waits until 1 have done so he would
have an opportunity to reply. I mention
that so as to save the time of the Council.
I do not know after hearing that if he
wishes still to continue,

Mr. JACOB : 1 am not saying that my
hon. friend deliberately tried to twist what
I stated, but I made it specifically clear
that there was such a shortage of oil in the
Colony that consumers could not get more
than a half-pint from certain retailers of
oil and to get a week’s supply certain per-
sons had to purchase a half-pint at a time
thereby having to pay the difference in
price consequent on there being no half-
cent coin in c¢irculation in the Colony.

Tae CHAIRMAN : A difference of omne
cent !

Mr. JACOB : Yes; the price was eleven
cents per pint and ene had to pay six cents
for a half-pint. My family had that prac-
tical experience, and I give that to my hon.
friend to think about. I went on further
to say that shopkeepers were deliberately
infringing the law, because in order to
please customers they had to enter into
private arrangement with sellers of oil for
a drum at their own price and they were
able to get the increased cost from the con-
sumers. [t is not my business to go
around as a private detective in the abier.
On the few occasions that I have acted as
a private detective, I regret to say, I
obtained no encouragement from Govern-
ment to continue. I propose to make cer-
tain definite statements here and leave
them to this Council to accept or treat
otherwise. [ may be wrong and do not
have a proper conception of my duty as an
Elected Member of this Council, but 1
think the time has arrived for me to speak
plainly and clearly to vertain Iilected
Members of this Council so as to try and
correct their view-point. My hon. friend
is in the habit of trying to confuse things
in order to make out to the public that T
am  wrong, and I do ask him not to
attempt to do that in the future. I ask
him as a special favour to put things fairly
and squarely if not the business of this
Council would be prolonged. T said noth-
ing this morning to show that I broke the
law or as he put it—I aided in breaking
the law. That may be so in so far as the
opinion of the hon. Member is concerned,
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I shall listen very carefully to what he has
to say, and if the opportunity presents
itself for me to veply T will do so.

As regards the remarks of the hom,
Member for Western Berbice (Mr. Peer
Baccehus) who, T am serry, is not here, he
made two definite statements—that there
is no shortage of oil at the present time,
and that customers can get all they want.
T think I am right in saying that he said
there is u surplus. He made the further
statement that the Copra Board in import-
ing oil and copra for loeal consumption
made a profit. 1 am not in a position to
challenge the latter statement as L have not
had any information, but T would like to
enquire whether import duty had been
paid on that oil and copra and whether
the overhead charges were added so as to
arrive at a proper profit margin. He made
the definite statement that somebody was
making profit, and I would like that
clarified.  As regards the first statement
that there is an adequate supply of oil in
the Colony, T desire to say that is not
correct from the information T have
received. During the adjournment I took
the opportunity to ring wup Messrs,
Wieting and Richter, ILitd., and speak to
Mr. Chapuian who looks after the sale and
distribution of edible oil for that firm. He
told me over the telephone that on the
12th November he had instructions which
were civculated to all the branches of the
firm that customers were only to get two
pints of oil at a time, and on the 20th of
the same month the quantity was redoced
to one pint because they feared there
would be a shortage. TUp to to-day they
are not selling more than one pint at
a time to customers. That is the infor-
mation I got through the telephone from a
responsible member of the staff’ of Messrs.

Wicting  and  Richter, Ttd. 1 wish
-my hon. friend had been in his seat
g0 contradict that information  and
confirmm  the statement that he had
made. I go further and  say that T
was told during the adjournment, that

on Saturday morning when a  customer
went to one of the branches of Messvs.
Wieting and Richter, Litd., and asked for oil
he was told that theve was no oil available.
Whether the statement is correct or not
that there is an adequate supply of oil T do
not know, and perhaps that member of
the Copra Board knows better, but I do
protest against Elected Members getting
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up here and talking things of which they
know very little or nothing. The hon.
Member went on to say—I am sorry I
have to refer to this—that the Copra
Board is better off without me on it.

Tez CHAIRMAN : I have no recollec-
tion of the hon. Member saying that.

Mr. JACOB : I think, he said they did
not want my advice on the Copra Board.

Tae CHAIRMAN: I think, le said
they did not need your advice.

Mr. JACOB: I muke that statement
subject to correction. I have never tried
to get on the Copra Board. I speak very
little about the coconut and copra industry
in this Counecil because 1 am not properly
informed about it, (Hear ! lear !'l) But
I have been properly informed recently
about the oil situation, and I have
attempted to compare the exports with
the imports with respect to  that
commoslity. It should not be imported
and I lay the blame for that on the Copra
Board and no one else. If my hon. friend,
the Member for Western Berbice, thought
my criticism was too harsh, that is a
matter for him, but he must take some of
the responsibility for the mess in which this
Colony has been for some time and is at
the present time in respect of its supply of
edible oil. Ti it is considered satistactory
that customers cannot get what they want
—though I admit that it is war-time and
it is possible for that to occur—and if that
is going to be one of the pleas of Govern-
ment and Government is going to support
the argument of the hon. Member
for Western Berbice, then I am sorry for
what the future is guing to be. I think 1
have made it perfectly clear that what I
do ask of hon. Membeys is to represent
things properly to this Council and to give
correct information here. T do not know
whether my hon. friend wanted to attack
me, but I consider it a personal attaclk.
If his;statement had been correct I would
not have replied in the way I did, but I do
ask him that when he is attempting to
contradict another Mlected Meoiber in this
Council, at least for cohesion and co-
operation, he should be very certain of lLis
facts.

Mr., De AGUIALR : T do not know what
is the opinion ef hon. Members of this
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Council who have been following the
debate since this Council has gone into
Committee, but it does scem to me that
the privileges of speaking in Committee
are being slightly abused. I refer par-
ticularly to the frequent interruptions by
the hon. Member for Noxrth Western Dis-
trict (Mur. Jacob), and I venture to suggest
to him that if this Council was not in
Committee he would not have attempted
on the several occasions that he has doue
so since this Council is in Committee to
rise from his scat every time a Member
makes a statement, which apparently does
not reach his point of view, in an en-
deavour to impress this Council as to what
he thought he meant to say and in fact did
not say. I would advise him, whilst it is
true that hon. Members have the privilege
of speaking as often as they like on a par-
ticular subject when the Council is in
Committee, that it would come with better
grace if the hon. Member makes a few
notes while another Member is speaking,
and when that Member has finished his
contribubion hie then rises to correct what
appears to him at the time to be a mistake
or misinterpretation of what he thought
he did say. T amm glad, however, that
whatever I do say seems to confuse the
hon. Member and, perhaps, prompt him to
interrupt; but whatever I say cannot be’
validly challenged by the hon. Mewber for
North Western District because I am
always sure of the facts, and facts are hard
things.

Let us get down to what actually
occurred in the case of copra. I am going
to forgive the hon. Mewmber for what be
sald bevause he has himself admitted that
he knows very little about the copra or
coconut industry, yeb he has attempted in
the same breath to claim to know some-
thing about the shortage of oil. Tam pre-
pared to show that he knows nothing
about the subject which he has attempted
to bring before the Council this morning
In attempting to make out a case against
the Copra Board the hon. Member has
produced figures without reason, giving
the exports of copra from this Colony in
1939 and 1940, I think he quoted the
figares for 1939 as 510 tous and for 1940
something over 1,000, tons and by a simple
mathematical calcalation e arvived at the
conclusion that because the Board exported
1,000 tons the shortage of oil vesulted.
Those are nob facts that the people who
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know tlie industry will countenance at all.
I want to tell the hon. Member that I am
not a member of the Copra Board, and 1 do
nob take part in their discussions. I know
nothing of what takes place on the Board,
but 1 am a commercial wan and U have
some experience and knowledge of the snh-
ject. In fact I hope that what T shall
tell the hou. Member will make him
appreciate tho cflorts of the Board more
than he seems to do so far. The price of
copra was very low last year. The average
price was between £10 and £11.10s.6d.
per ton. Krom the very book the hon. Mem-
ber quoted his figures he would find that
to be a fact. The Board had gone to
the trouble of going into the matter
thoroughly. "It was considered a very low
price and as a result only 510 tons of
copra were exported in 1939. At the end
of that year the Board found themselves
with a heavy carvy-over stock. That
way to Dbe expected if they only shipped
510 tons that year., Just about the
same time—and this is where the difficulty
actually arose—the Demerara Cake and
01l Mills, Ltd.,were also the holders of large
stocks of oil and therefore were not buyers
of copra. The Demerara Cake and Oil
Mills, Litd., were tlie largest huyers of copra
in the Colony. The Board was naturally
faced with the ditficulty of having a large
quantity of copra on hand belonging to
producers which, if not sold, would result
in loss to them. Somethiug had to be
done in order to relieve the situation,
which went even further than that. The
Demerara Cake and Oil Mills, Ltd., them-
selves during the early part of this year
sold very little oil and also became anxious
over the situation. Apart from the fact
that they were carrying large stocks, as
very clever businessmen, as I know them
to be, they could not commit themselves to
the purchase of a further quantity of copra
inview of the slow sales of the finished pro-
duct, and T have veason to believe that
they informed the Board that they were
not in a position to purchase any copra
from them. The Board had then to
take steps to rclieve themselves of
their stocks, which were losing weight.

I am informed that during that period the
total purchases in the Colony were only about
30 tons of copra. 1 quote that ligwre because
1 want the hon. Member to appreciate the
difference hetween the purchase of 30 bons
of copra for the manufacture of oil in this

5 DeceEMBER, 1940

Agricuiture 6B

Colony and the export of 1,000 tons which
took place subscquently. Taced with that
situation the Board had a duty to the pro-
ducers to perform, and they enquired as to
what prices could be obtained for the
copra in their possession. Between March
and June they were able to obtain a
favourable price. I am going to invite the
hon. Member to look at the book fromn
which he was quoting, and he will there sce
that the price obtained by the Board was
£13 per ton, an increase in one instance of
£3 per ton and in another instance of
nearly £2 per ton, thereby benefiting the
producers.

I know where the hon, Member has
erred. I think it is the same reason why
he erred so far as his own personal
interest was concerned. Had he the fore-
sight then as he has not to-day, he would
not be paying the high price for oil for use
in his household but would have secured the
oil at the low prices then prevailing. It did
not then occur to him that there would be a
shortage of oil. He probably felt as all of us
who have studied this Colony that the June
rains would come, the coconut trees would
bloom and there would be a plentiful supply
of nuts. That did not happen, and in the
meantime sales were made at remunerative
prices. Where the hon. Member has also
erred, is that although the sales wereactually
made hetween February and March the
shipments did not get away until either
in May or June. By that time the rains
did not come, and the hon. Member says,
perhaps in his judgment quite rightly, the
Board should not have shipped the copra.
He never stopped to think that the actual
sales were made before June and only the
shipments were being made then. But again
the shipments were made under what
conditions ? Conditions I have previously
deseribed.—no local market. The only
remunerative market was closed. Iivery-
body knows that the local market is the
only remunerative market to the producer.
If the hon. Member does not know that, I
would tell him that the copra-producer
obtains a better price for his product when
the Demerara Cake and Oil Mills, Litd., can
take all he can produce. It is only when
it has to be exported that his average price
talls.

I am very fond of criticism, but I like
coustructive criticism, I would have pre-
ferred the hon Member for North Western
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District tell this Council or thisg
Government what should be done to
remedy such unfortunate circumstances
that we had to go through. We know
there was a shortage of oil. Tt is regrettable.
I know that to my own cost. There was a
serious shortage of oil, but there were
reasons. It seems to me that the
hon. Member may have advised Govern-
ment that in the light of the experience
resulting out of this shortage Government
may now carefully examine the relationship
between the copra-preducer, the coconut-
grower—whe arc both more or less one
and the same party—the crude oil-maker
and the refined oil manufacturer. I think
this is the time when Government ought
to beable to obtain very useful information
that will be of considerable bencfit to the
industry as a whole. But we must not
look at the industry from the top end of
it —the refined oil end—though we way
perhaps start there. Personally I would
prefer to see the start made at the bottom
end—the coconut-producers’ end—and the
industry followed right through to the
copra-producers, the crude oil makers and
up to the refined oil manufacturers. I
know that the crude oil position is the
hardest part to solve.

Speaking for myself T have acquired
quite a lot of information, and as
a vresult . of that I have arisen to
plead with the officers of Government,
who have also acquired a lot of infor-
mation as the result of the shortage.
It is one of those things, I venture to sug-
gest where out of evil may come good. I do
not know what steps Government took to
relieve the situation, but we have heard
that the 13oard have imported oil. Of
course they were right to dv so. I did not,
however, understand the hon. Member in
the course of his criticism to say that the
Board or Government had no right to
import the oil. I hope that is not so. If
he did, then I have something more to say.
Faced as we were with the situation as
existed at the time—very little or no
edible oil in the Colony--it seems that
either the Government or the Board acting
under. instructions from the Governmeut
were bound to import edible oil for the
needs of the inhabitants of this Colony.
It was a dutly they owed to the consuming
public. I do not think, however, the hon.
Member ever meant that the Board or
Government should not. import oil in those
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circumstances. I am very glad to be able
to say that up to the present the hon,
Member for North Western District has
not interrupted me in wmy remavks. It
may well be that he is unable to do so. I
shall even make this statement, that if he
desires to have all T have said confirmed,
he should be able to set about obtaining
the confirmation himself.

Mr. JACOB: I did not interfere with
my hon. friend because there was no
necessity to do so. I have a distinct
recollection that before the adjournwnent
was taken he had finished talking on the
subject and I had got up to reply. He
has now put a different complexion on the
debate by stating that he did not finish
then, At about 12.28 o’clock he stopped
speaking and took his seat. I did not
interrupt him at all. T then got up and
said that I would reserve what I had to
say until after the adjowrnment. It was
very interesting to listen to the statements
made by the hon. Mcmber in regard to
copra. But what has he got to say
about 0il ? He studiously left that out.
In 1939 the Board exported 2,199 gallons
of oil valued at $971, and up to October
31, in 1940 the amount was 14,980 gallons
valued $7,105. I am not prepared to go in-
to all the things stated by him, but if you
examine his statements carefully it would
boe seen that he prefaced them with < I
understand ”’ or “I have been told.” The
hon. Member is not a member of the Board
and therefore his statements cannot be
taken as definite or authentic.

Mr. D AGUIAR : I am sorry I have
to rise again, but I must invite the hon.
Member’s attention again to what are facts.
He has not said it and so has left the
Council with the understanding that the
figures he quoted there for oil are those for
refined oil. If that is so, I would like to
tell the hon. Member that he is not correct.

+Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not know
whether it would be too vash a conclusion
to draw the inference that the hon. Mem-
ber for North Western District desires to

transform  this hall into a lecture-room
for the benefit of his fellow Electives.

I would remind the hon. Member that in
order to obviate the necessity for what
has just taken place—recrimination be-
tween two lon. Members of the Elec-
tive Section—I had addressed to each
Blected Member a circular asking him to
meet privately in conference in order to
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decide what the method of approach in
this debate should be in regard to Esti-

mates. Unfortunately the hon. Member
for North Western District has not
replied to that circular.

I was rather interested to hear the

hon. Member for Georgetown North (Mr.
Seaford) say that one of the difficulties of
the agricultural community is the cost of
production. Increased production by local
agriculture appears to me, and I submit
that it would so appear to hon. Mewmbers
of this Council, to be a vital question in
the needs of the Colony. If that is so, I
would ask the Board of Agriculture to see
whether they cannot increase the con-
fidence of the agricultural community by
making agriculture a more payable propo-
sition.  The hon. Member for Georgetown
North laughs. Therc are several sug-
gestions that I can throw out, suggestions
not only confined to this particular part of
the hemisphere but of a much wider con-
sequence and wider avenues of approach.
Theve are several treatises on the cost of
production in agriculture. In the United
Kingdom for instance it has been dis-
covered that the fiscal policy should be
one which should relieve the agricultural
community in the way of rates. The exist-
ing fiscal policy of this Colony lays an undue
hurden, I submit, on agriculture. Then
there are recegnised principles of approach
by which farming can be made indeed more
attractive to those who are concerned with
the industry. May I ask the hon. Mem-
ber, who is a mewmber of the Board of
Agriculture, whether the Board of Agri-
culture has considered such legislation as
obtains in the United Kingdom—the
Agriculture Wages Acts, the Agriculture
Holdings Acts—and whether those Acts
can be applied to this Colony or not? It
seems te me thut the high taxation which
has to be met out of the poor return from
the labour on the land is the whole cause
or one of the root causes of the failure of
the agricultural policy in this Colony.

I quite agree with the hon. Member for
Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) when
he suggests thatnow is the time to con-
sider the advisability of co-operative
marketing schemes in dealing with the
coconut industry. I think that should be
goue into very closely and carefully by the
Board of Agriculture. The difficulties of
the Board are no doubt aggravated by cer-
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tain individuals’ disinterestedness in com-
munal life, and I have no hesitation in
saying that the position is aggravated for
personal gain. ‘lhose persons are known
to Government, and all one can do is to
ask Government to act, and that strongly,
for the benefit of the community. That is
one of the great obstacles of the Board of
Agriculture and certain other Boards and
| epurtments in this Colony. There is
quite a lot one can say in detail but I
think, and I venture to suggest, that if the
Board of Agricultiere adopts the line
envisaged we may get a little further in
obtaining that increased production which
this Colony desires and will thrive by.

The hon. Member for Georgetown North
seems to think that the reduction of rates
or giving of loans as suggested may lead to
financial disaster. To that I do not sub-
scribe. Theve is, perhaps, another matter
which the hou. Member may consider and
that is whethier by a reduction of the tax-
ation on those areas under productive
cultivation, it may propel the unculti-
vated areas into cultivation, it would
not be an inducement to those persons
who leave their lands unfallowed and
untilled if they can get velief from taxation
through tilling the land.

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. Member has
attempted to make suggestions to the
Board of Agriculture in this Council. I
am suggesting that with his vast know-
ledge of agriculture he might have sent
in that information to the Board of Agri-
culture, as I am sure they would have
immediately attempted to the utmost of
their ability to follow it up. But when he
says a fiscal policy can reduce the cost of
agriculture, I am at a complete loss to
know what he is getting at. I wonder if
the hon. Member is aware that Govern-
ment does everything it can to promote
agriculture at the present time. Jloes he
realize thab fertilizers come in at a reduced
import duty, that agricultural implements
come in free? Is he aware that Govern-
ment allows the rice people to get petrol
duty free for use in ploughing their lands?
It so often happens in this Council that
hon. Members come here absolutely
ignorant of their facts.

The hon. Member also speaks about the
taxes on the land. What are those taxes
for in the majority of cases? Does he
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realize that the tax is for drainage and
irrigation ? Must the rest of the com-
munity be asked to pay for the drainage
and irrigation of certain districts ? Is
that done in any part of the world?
Whatever you do or grow, ought it
not to be self-supporting? If all agri-
culture here has to be subsidized it
means bankruptcy. Does the hon. Mem-
ber know what happens as regards loans
to agriculburists? I wonder if he knows
anything about the Powmeroon District?
I wonder if he realizes how much loans are
given out by Government in various parts
of the Colony? It is a risk tolend on
growing crops. It is done to a certain
extent with riee by landowners at a very
high rate of intervst, and that is the com-
plaint that comes in continuously. I do
not think he can say that this Government
or the Board of Agriculture has not beeu
out of its way to see in what way it can
possibly help in promoting agriculture
either by loans or by assisting in the
various dutiev, an import tax or things like
that. But, as I said before, where you
have got to fight against drainage and
irrigation problems such as we have in
this Colony and which are ever present
with us, it is very dithicult for the land to
produce a low price crop to compete
suacessfully with other places which have
not that burden to bear the whole time,

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : T am perfectly
aware of the relief mentioned by the hon.
Mewmber. I did not intend to mention any-
thing about the Pomeroon Flood Relief
Loan but the hion. Member has brought it
out. The recason why I did not intend to
dv so was because I had already indicated
to this Council that dctails would be
omitted from what I had to say. As the
hon. Member has mentioned the Pomeroon
Relief Bill—

Mr. SEAFURD : I do not think I
mentioned anything about Pomeroon
Relief Bill. I referred to Pomeroon and
oth r districts of the Colony where loans
have been given for agriculture.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I am referring to
the Pomeroon Relief Loan. I may point
out to the hon. Member that answers have
been given by Government to me in this
Council relative to that very loan. Those
answers I propose following up, as 1 am
not saying that the higher officials of this
Government are unaware of the facts, but
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I am saying that they have been wrongly
advised and time will tell the tale.

I would also like to point outto the
hon. Member that I also intend to
enquire in this Council why the Colonial
Development Act, and on whose recom-
mendation it wiped out certain loans,
including one for $19!,600 odd which
was given to the sugar estates and
of which 1 have given notice. Why
that sum should be wiped out by the
Colonial Development Act and the loans
to farmers in the Pomeroon should
not also be wiped out, it is difficult to
understand. Perhaps there is an answer
and the hon. Colonial Secretary will give
us it, as T have no doubt there must be an
answer. It is just these little details I
would rather not deal with in public. I
rather that they be dealt with in my own
way, but my hon, friend has given me the
opportunity of dealing with them openly. It
is in relation to that sort of fiscal policy
to which reference las been made by me.
Why there should be this discrimination,
it is ditlicult to understand. Perhaps the
Colonial Development Act and the recom-
mendation for wiping out loans uader that
Act were not made by this Government.
We can only trust, if that is so, that con-
sideration was carefully given and the
recommendation made ou that considera-
tion. I am quite aware that I am not an
¢“expert” in agriculture, but I would like
to point out to the hon. Member that I do
read and read considerably outside my own
sphere of activities, which is the law. It
is to that fact I direct his attention. I
have written volumes to Government, and
the hon. Colonial Secretary, who I see
smiling, will no doubt substuntiate the
fact that the very minimum is u letter per
day I send to Government. I do not intend
Government to think that all the sugges-
tions I make are worthy of consideration,
nor do I intend Government to think that
they are all worthy of being rejected.

Mr. JACOB: Ido not want to enter into
the controversy which has arisen between
the two hon. Members who have just
spoken. I would just like to remind my
hon. friend, the Member for Western
HEssequebo, that as regards the letter he
wrote to hon. Members I have always been
in favour of meeting together and discuss-
ing matters concerning the business of
the Council. He has wade reference to it
at the last meeting of the Couuncil and
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again to-day. I would like to enquire of
him why he did not attend the ' meeting
called by the hon. Colonial Secretary for
last Saturday and where he was when the
letter was actually sent to him. The hon.
Member knows perfectly well that T would
always co-operate towards that end, and it
is therefore no use his repeating in this

Council that he had circulated a letter and:

the hon. Member for North Western Dis-
trict did not reply. I commend the hon.
Member for making one or two attempts,
but four or five years ago I made three un-
successful attempts to get hon. Members
meet. I even carried the matter a stage
further and asked them to form two
parties because it is impossible to get
the Electives to agree on any uniform
policy. My hon. friend was asked to join
one of the parties and when the paper was
put to bim to sign he refused,

Mr. SEAFORD : T would like to let
the hon. Member for Western Essequebo
know that I rather deal with things in
public than in his own way.

Mr. WALCOTT: Thave with great
patience listened to the various speakers
and their criticisms and personalities. T
T have no intention to be personal, but it
is to my mind unfortunate when hon. Mem-
bers level criticism at Government they do
not produce something that will be helpful
instead of always offering destructive eriti-
cism. The Agricultural Department hasg
always had my greatest sympathy though,
perhaps, not as much as the farmers ; both
of them, however, do receive very great
sympathy from me. The Agricultural
Department has done good work, but it is
impossible for a workman  to work pro-
perly without proper tools If any blawme
is to be levelled for the lack of improve-
ment in agriculture, that blame I am
afraid has got to belevelled at Govern-

ment and not at the Department. T
am not speuking about the present
administration  because Your Excel-

lency has not been here long enough
to inaugurate schemes for the irrigation
and drainage of agricultural lands. WWhen
I say irrigation and drainage, T wmean
proper irrigation and dr.inage. Tt is high
time that the matter be taken in hand
geriously. We have at one period of the year
drought and at another time floods, and so
it has been going on to my knowledge for
the last 20 years and nothing serious has
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been done by Government to try and im-
prove that condition. Year after year
peopls plant crops which they do not reap.
As regards the weather conditions which
have existed within the last year and a
half they have been extraordinary. It was
impossible to get anything to grow on
account of that. With the exception of a
few weeks this year there hag been no rain
since August, 1939, As I said before we
have to tackle this question in a big way.
I think you are about to do it now, if
what I have heard outside this Council is
correct, I would earnestly ask you to try
and get something done if you have the
means at your disposal, as I understand
you have from the Colonial Development
Vote giver by the Imperial Government.

As regards the question of copra, I
regret to hear from my hon. friend on my
left (Mr. Jacob) the criticisms levelled ab
the Board, One should think that these
Boards are paid bodies. The work
they do very often make a great demand
on the members’ time and members actually
lose money by sitting on them. If secems,
therefore, manifestly unfair to aim such
criticism at them as has been done by my
hon. friend on my left, and I hope this
is the last time I shall have the misfortune
to listen t» such criticisn. With regard
to what has happened in connection with
the shortage of edible oil, I was away for
three months but on my return I was
immediately attacked frowm all sides about
it. It seems to me, Your Excelleucy,
that you may give some further considera-
tion to the price. I know that before I
went away the Demerara Cake and Oil
Mills, Ltd., were unable to sell their oil
and they therefore stopped buying copra,
as they had a large stock of oil on hand.
Oil is a product that you cannot keep for
an unlimited time; it has to be sold
while compar.tively fresh. The Company
therefore had to stop buying copra for
the manufacture of oil, and further the dry
weather made it very difficult for the
coconut-growevs to get the same returns
as they would under normal conditions.
T am afraid that next year it is going to
be cven worse, Perhaps Your Excellency
does not know that it takes a year from
the time a coconub tree flowers to the
time the fruit is ripe for reaping, and there-
fore I can foresee—I am not a prophet
but speak from experience—ibt i going to
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be more difficult in that direction than
this year has been.

The importation of oil was a necessity,
but you have to include in your deliberu-
tions a fixed price. You must consider
the producer as well as the consumer and,
I think, sufficient consideration has not
been given to the producers’ end. Maybe
Your Iixcellency has been misinformed on
the subj~ct and so thinks that the coconut-
growers are making a.lot of money. I
know what it costs to produce coconuts
If you keep your plantation in proper con-
dition, I can assure Your Excellency that
a price of $6 or $7 per 1,000 would only
mean a loss to the producer of coconuts—
that is if he keeps his property in order,
and he caunot keep his property in order
all the time at a loss. Therefore by set-
ting a standard price to the consumer that
is too low you will interfere with the ulti-
mate production of coconuts, and I appeal
to Your Hxcellency to give very serinus
consideration to that. I have now
no personal interest in the industry:
If you reconsider the fixing of the
price—I am speaking of the wholesale
price—on such a basis as to give the pro-
ducer a fair profit whilst not loading the
consumer to any great degree, I think it
would stop all this acrimonious discussion
which is goi- g on throughout the Colony
at the present time. Coming back fresh
from a country where you don’t hear
that, it seems to me most unfortunate to
have the constant bickering between one
side and another and criticisms being
levelled all around—destructive criticism
and no coustructive or helpful criticiem.

As regards coffee, I have heard my hon.
friend on my left (Vr.Jacob) talk about
very low production and dwindling export.
Most of the coffee produced here went to
Scandinavian ports, and even if you had
coffee to export at the present time you
would find no market for it. The consider-
able drop in production as well as no ex-
port is due first of all to the floods of 1934,
and also to the low prices ruling. Some
time ago when there was a discussion on
this matter and my hon. friend, the Mem-
ber for North Western District, asked for
a Committee to enquire into the industry
and try to help it, I felt then that the
industry needed help but not of the kind
that he thought, and that was actual
financial assistance. The farmers -had a
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lot to do with the present situation. They
never attempted to produce cleaner coffee
and a class of coffee that would find a
warket at a fair price in competition with
the cheap West African coffee.  Until
they do that they will only have a limited
demand for their product, and at the
present time it is limited only to the local
market. If they produce another 100
tons of coffee it would have to be used in
the Colony as there is no market for it at
any price in Canada or the United States.
I do not think we ever shipped any
Liberian coffee to England, but we did
ship a certain amount to Canada and that
coffee had to be hand-picked in George-
town because it was not properly cleaned
at the mill. Hand-picking, as you may
imagine, costs a lot of money, Govern-
went can help in that direction by placing
proper machines in the various coffee
districts for the people to take their pods
to be properly cleaned and made ready for
murketing. They would then get two
cents per pound more. I do not want to
go into details because I do not wish to
delay the Council too long.

Coflee, as you know, has an import duty
of 16 cents per lb. in this Colony. Un-
fortunately the Colony cannot produce
that grade of coffee that can be appre-
ciated here instead of the imported pro-
duct. It would be surprising to know
that a good many of the people here are
buying coffee imported from America and
paying four times the price that they
would pay for the local coffee, simply be-
cause the one is drinkable and the other is
undrinkable. I just mention that by the
way.

I certainly could not understand what
the hon. Member for Western Essequebo
(Mr. C. V. Wight) was driving at and what
was the help he wanted. I certainly saw
one memorandum that he had written to
Government, aud I must honestly say that
I could not tell what he was driving at.
Perhaps hon. Members are in the same
position. He has pleaded ignorance of
planting and I appreciate that.

Mr. C.V. WIGHT: I am in the dark.
I do not know what memorandum the hon.
Member is referring to,

Tae CIAIRMAN: I am afraid I can-
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not help you. The hon. Member has said
there have been a good many.

Mr. WALCOTT : I saw it at a place
which I should not like to refer to here. I
shall therefore say no more about that.
My hon. friend on my left (Mr. Jacob) has
handed me a note asking me if I donov think
members of Boards should be paid. I
certainly think so. I am not a member
of any Board and therefore can say so.
Perhaps they may be paid on the same
basis as the Insurance Companies pay
their Directors, so much per meeting.

Tee CHAIRMAN :
the business done.

A commission on

Mr. WALCOTT : The Directors are not
paid a commission on the business done
but on their attendance. If they do not
attend the meetings they get nothing.
Perhaps the members of these Boards
would attend more often if they get a fee
when they attend the meetings of the
Boards. I am sorry to have taken up so
much of the time of the Council, but I
can assure the hon. Member for Western
Essequebo and the other Elected Members
that if at any time I can be of help to
them I would be only too pleased to do so.
I am not going to talk about rice. I am
following the example of my hon. friend on
wy left. I shall wait until later on so as
to hear what he has to say.

Mr. JACOB: I am sorry I have to get

up so often. (Laughter). I rise to con-
gratulate my hon. friend, Mr. Walcott,
on the first part of his speech.
It is not very often that we do
agree, but I agree with him en-
tirely in the first part of his
speech. As regards coffee, I think my

hon. friend misunderstood the help I
wanted to get for the industry. He said
financial help. If he were to reconsider
the speech he just delivered he would see
that there is a slight misunderstanding.
He has overlooked the fact that unless the
producer gets a little more actually in cash
or by co-operative means he cannot im-
prove his factory so as to give the better
grade of coffee that can be readily sold.
For some time now coffee has been
an unprofitable industiry to the producers.

Tee CHAIRMAN :
now ?

What is the price
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Mr. JACOB : I think it is about twelve
cents per pound retail,

Mr. DE AGUIAR : Can I help the hon.
Member ? It is ten cents per pound.

Tee CHATRMAN : [ am informed that
the price of coffee has gone up consider-
ably within the last few months.

Mr. JACOB : But whilst that is so, the
production has gone down. The people did
not get the help of that price at the cor-
rect time. If you look up the report of
the Committee you would see that we
recornmended a price of eight cents per
pound and not even ten cents. The point
I wish to make is that the industry was
not given the help at the proper time. If,
as the position is now, the policy not only
of this Government but of the British
Government is to get everything from g
British source then I think Canada should
and would buy our coffee, but I am forced
to the conclusion that it appears that
our coffee industry must go oub
of existence entirelv. I have to
agree, however, that the coffee industry
ought to be saved and especially as it is
the major industry in a particular part of
the Colony. If it can be replaced by some;
thing else then it is a different matter,
but I aw forced to agree now that it is
no use helping the industry now as it has
got to a stage where any help is of me
practical value. I may remind the hop.
Member (Mr, Walcott) that I have been
stressing the fact that Government sheald
help the industry to improve the grade
and so help the producers. I rise just te
say that.

Mr. WALCOTT : T am always willing
to be corrected. I thought I had mads
myself clear that if the coffee is cleaned
properly it would get two cents more pey
pound than at present.

Item 1 (2)—Deputy Director
Agriculture, $4,320.

Item 1 (6)—Botanist and Planb
Pathologist ($2,400 to $2,880 by $120)
$2,400

Mr. DaAGUIAR: I would like t0
enquire whether it is contemplated to fill
the post of Deputy Director, which wg8
left open lust year after it had bees
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discussed ad nmauseam. Perhaps I may
ask the same question in respect of the
post of Botanist and Plant Pathologist
which is also vacant. T intended to
suggest that these two items on the
Estimates be allowed to remain over in
view of the present situation.

Ter COLONIAL SECRETARY : It is
not proposed to fill either of these posts.
The intention ig to await the visit early

next year of the Agricultural Adviser and
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be more difficult in that direction than
this year has been.

The importation of oil was a necessity,
but you have to include in your delibera-
tions a fixed price. You must consider
the producer as well as the consumer and,
I think, sufficient consideration has not
been given to the producers’ end. Mayhe
Your Excellency has been misinfurmed on
the subject and so thinks that the coconut-
growers are making a lot of money. I
know what it costs to produce coconuts.
If you keep your plantation in proper con-
dition, I can assure Your Excellency that
a price of $6 or $7 per 1,000 would only
mean a loss to the producer of coconuts—
that is if he keeps his property in order,
and he cannot keep his property in order
all the time at’ a loss. Therefore by set-
ting a standard price to the consumer that
is too low you will interferc with the ulti-
mate production of coconuts, and I appeal
to Your Rxcellency to give very serinus
consideration to that. I bhave now
no personal interest in the industry :
If you recousider the fixing of the
price—I am speaking of the wholesale
price—on such a basis as to give the pro-
ducer a fair profit whilst not loading the
cousumer to any grest degree, I think it
would stop all this acrimoniouy discussion
which is goi- g on throughout the Colony
at the present time. Coming back fresh
from a country where you don’t hear
that, it seems to me most unfortunate to
have the coustant bickering bebween one
side and another and criticisms being
levelled all around—destructive criticism
and no constructive or helpful criticism.

As regards coffee, I have heard my hou.
friend on my left (Mr. Jacob) talk about
very low production and dwindling export.
Most of the coffee produced here went to
Scandinavian ports, and even if you had
coffee to export at the present time you
would find no market for it. The consider-
able drop in production as well as no ex-
port is due first of all to the floods of 1934,
and also to the low prices ruling. Some
time ago when there was a discussion on
this matter and my hon. friend, the Mem-
ber for North Western District, asked for
a Committee to enquire into the industry
and try to help it, I felt then tliat the
industry needed help but not of the kind
that he thought, and that was actual
financial assistance, The farmers had a
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of consulting practice. I know that quite
recently the Manager of a sugar estate
remarked how much he would like to call
in that officer in connection with the high
bred animals he has. I ask Government
to consider that and, if possible, to allow
him a limited private practice.

Professor DASH (Director of Agricul-
ture): This point was raised before and
Government decided against it as this
officer is 0 busily accunied with his noxl-
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lot to do with the present situation. They
never attempted to produce cleaner coffee
and a class of coffee that would find a
market at a fair price in competition with
the cheap West African coffee.  Until
they do that they will only have a limited
demand for their product, and at the
present time it is linited onlv to the local
market. [f they produce another 100
tons of coffee it would have to be used in
the Colony as there is no wmarket for it at
any price in Canada or the United States.
I do not think we ever shipped any
Liberian coffee to England, but we did
ship a certain amount to Canada and that
coffee had to be hand-picked in George-
town because it was nos properly cleaned
at the mill. Hand-picking, as you may
linagine, costs a lot of money, Govern-
ment can help in that direction by placing
proper iwachines in the various coffee
districts for the people to tuke their pods
to be properly cleaned and made ready for
marketing. They would then get two
cents per pound more. I do not want to
go into details because I do not wish to
delay the Council voo long.

Coffee, as you know, has an import duty
of 16 cents per Ib. in this Colony. Un-
fortunately the Colony cannot produce
that grade of coffee that can be appre-
ciated here instead of the imported pro-
duct. It would be surprising to know
that a good many of the people here are
buying coffee imported from Ainerica and
paying four times the price that they
would pay for the local coffee, simply be-
cause the one is drinkable und the other is
undrinkable. T just mention that by the
way.

I certainly could not understand what
the hon. Member for Western Essequebo
{(Mr. C. V. Wight) was driviug at and what
was the help he wanted. I certainly saw
one memorandum that he had written to
Government, and I must honestly say that
I could not tell what he was driving at.
Perhaps hon. Members are in the same
position. He has pleaded ignorance of
planting and I appreciate that.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : 1 am in the dark.
I do pot know what wemorandum the hon.
Menber is referring to,

Taeg CIAIRMAN : T am afraid I can-
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thinking of cases where the Veterinary
Surgeon is the only available person and
his attendance is desired. He may he
called in an emergency and it may be done
by reference to the Head of his Depart-
ment,

Tee CHAIRMAN : As a matter of fact
in such circumstances the officer and
probably many others do often give their
services,

Mr. HUMPHRYS : Oue does not like
to ask him for his services free, gratis and
for nothing.

Tee CHAIRMAN: It iz a better
ariangement that be should be fully occu-
pied with his official work, It is a very
difficult business to define cases of
emergency and, I think, it is more satis-
factory to leave matters as they are.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : If the Head of his
Department conseuts to his seeing a par-
ticalar case he ought to be allowed to do
so.

Tae CHAIRMAN : To give the public
a sort of right to demand a particulur
officer’s services for a particular case;
there is the danger of a very heavy
encroachment upon his time. As a
question of policy it is very difficult to
decide here what he can do.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : I throw it out as

a suggestion.

Tre CHATRMAN : If the hon. Member
thinks it over and pubs up a sugeestion in a
move sp cific form T may consider it. Tt
is certainly very dificult to deeide here
now.

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I

give details.

will write and

Mr. JACOB : I think the present policy
of Government is more suitable and
acceptable. In a case of emergency an
officer can be allowed to give private
services but as a question of general prin-
ciple it is not desirable for a Government
officer to be consulted and to be asked to
give advice. If it is found necessary and
there is no other Veterinary Surgeon
available, then some other arrangement
may be made. If the officer’s services
are fully occupied, as.I think they are,
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then I think the suggestion is not a
desirable one. I would not like it to be
stated that this Conncil approves of the
suggestion made by the hon. Member for
HEastern Demerara, as there are a few of
us here who are very definitely against the
principle being changed.

Mr. LEE: I think that in the case of
an emergency, if the Director or Govern-
ment is approached, there would be no
hindrance to the services of the Veteri-
nary Surgeon being obtained, but to allow
him the right to Lave private practice this
Council cannot agree with thut in prin-
ciple.

Tee CHAIRMAN: You sec no
objection to his attending and giving
advice, so long as he is not paid for it!

Mr. LEE: Yes, except in cases where
he ig directed by the Director.

Ttem 1 (14)—Agricultural
($672 to $960 by $48), $960.

Mr. De AGUIAR: I would like to he
informmed whether it is now proposed to
abolish the post of Agricultural Assist-
ant altogether, because these items have a
way of disappearing one year and re-
appearing the next. T see from the mar-
ginal note that one post is now transferred
to Technical Assistants, T rather fancy
that next year we will find two instead of
the one at present appearing on the
Bstimates.

Assistant

Item 1 (13)—3 Agricultural Instructors,
$3,927.

Mr. LEE : There was on the Island of
Wakensam an  Agricultural Instructor.
e has been recently removed and no one
has been appointed to the vacancy. I
wrote Goverument in the matter, and was
told, that it was not necessary to fill the

vacancy as the residents can get the
services of the Agricultural Superin-
tendent. It has been proved, however,

that the services of the Superintendent
are so much occupied on the Essequebo
Coast they can rarelv be obtained bene-
ficially by the people resident on that
Island. During the drought when there
was o pest epidemic on the Island many of
the people might have saved some of their
crops had an Agricultural Instructor been
on the spot to give advice. . I ask Govern-
ment to reconsider replacing an Instructor
there.

XOTTE TTTTEG

wanted to get for the industry. He said
financial help. If he were to reconsider
the speech he just delivered he would see
that there is a slight misunderstanding.
He has overlooked the fact that unless the
producer gets a little more actually in cash
or by co-operative means he cannot im-
prove his factory so as to give the better
grade of coffee that can be readily sold.
For some time now coffee has been
an unprofitable industry to the producers.

Tuee CHAIRMAN : What is the price
now ?

B e

properly it would gebt two cents more per
pound than at present.

Item 1 (2)—Deputy Director of
Agriculture, $4,320.

Item 1 (6)—Botanist and Plant
Pathologist ($2,400 to $2,880 hy $120),
$2,400,

Mr.- DeAGUTAR: I would like to
enquire whether it is coutemplated to fill
the post of Deputy Director, which was
left open last year after it had been
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Professor DASH: I am in sympathy
with the remarks of the hon. Member. I
think that when we are able to do so it
will be advisable to have a man on that
Tsland, but it is not possible now. The
Department is short-staffed, as several
members have hbeen seconded for War
Fmergency work. I agree with the hon.
Member that it should be considered as
necessary in the future.

With respect to item 1 (14) I think
the hon. Member for Central Demerara
(Mr. De Aguiar) will recall that the titles
of some of these officers were reviewed in
the Bain Gray Report and the term
¢« Technical Assistant” was brought in to
cover mwost of the subordinates in the
Department abt the present time. The
term ¢ Agricultural Assistant” which is
not a very happy one will eventually
disappear.

Tue CHAIRMAN : This is the last one !
Professor PASH : Yes.

Mr. JACOB : Do I understand the hon.
Member for Central Demerara has raised
the question of the two vacant posts, and
do 1 understand you to say that they will
not be filled at the momeunt?

" Tee CHATIRMAN : It is not proposed
to fill them wuntil I have had the
opportunity of consultation with the
Agricultural Adviser and the Controller of
the West Indian Welfare Fund.

Mr. JACOB : What seems peculiar to
me is that the salary of the Botanist is
noted at $2,400. If the figures had not
been changed I would not have questioned
it. There must be some other reason for
it.

Tre CHAIRMAN : If the post is filled
that is the minimum rate of salary for the
new man. I assure the hon. Member that
is a fact.

Ttem 1 (27)-—Grading Inspector ($1,440
to $1,920 by $120), $t,920.

Mr, JACOB: I wanb to refer to the
very interesting and exhaustive speecch
given by Your Excellency on the 26th
November and to a particular paragraph.
For easy reference I have numbered the

LrgisLATIVE COUNCIL,
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paragraphs of the speech.
un page 6 states :

Paragraph 17

Attempts were made by a few people
to aggravate the difficulties caused by a
temporary shortage in rice supplies due to the
aftermath of the recent drought. A deliberate
endeavour was made in seme instances todelay
the movement and milling of padi and to take
advantage of the occasion to force up the price
to the consumer.

I am going to plead with Your Excel-
leney to take this Council into your con-
fidence und give us some more details as to
who those people are, what is the quantity,
and whether in the opinion of Government
the quantity involved is suflicient to force
the price up.

The CHATRMAN : It may save tiwe, if
I say that T have noinlention of doing any-
thing of the kind. T said that I have good
grounds for stating so, and I am vot going
to carry it any further.

Mr. JACOB: T claim to have a very
intimate knowledge of this industry. I
have studied it very carefully, and I have
been able to get information from all
sources and to arrive at ‘a counclusion. I
think that advantage may have been taken
of the situation by some people, but the
quantity involved does not amount to half
a mouuh’s supply. The information has
not been correctly conveyed to Your
Excellency. Itis no use goiug over the
whole ground. I feel, sir, that the indus-
try as controlled now—Iet me male it per-
fectly clear that 1 am not against control
bat 1 am against control of the kind thau
you have now—is not properly managed.
The Rice Marketing Board’s report has
been issued a couple of days ago. | am not
surprised that there has been a visible
loss, I say a visible loss because it is not
practicable to go inbo all the details here,
I asked certain questions about three
months ago and they have not been replied
te as yet  The loss on the working of the
Board for the last six months is shown as
$1,611.34. I gave a forecast of this since
last November and, I think, Government
has in its possession several letters I have
written forecasting a series of losses —loss
on the purchase of rice from Barbados,
loss on the working of the Board and
future loss for the next half year. I have
gone so far as to say at one time that the
exports of rice for 1940 will not he 15,000
tons and at another time that T did not




85 Estimates, 1941

think it would be 12,000 tons though
Government expected to export 30,000
tons. Owing to the shortage in Demerara
I hardly think the exports will he more
than 10,759 tons. I recommended that
not a bag of rice be exported unless and
until we are certain that there are adequate
supplies in the Colony to meet our demands
up to November next year, I stressed that
point last November in this Council but
no attention was paid to it, and T stressed
it on the Rice Producers’ Advisory Com-
mittee but no attention was paid fo it
again even in the replies given to ques-
tions. The result has been that the ex-
ports continued to the end of September,
resulting in the huge shortage which might
have caused trouble At the end of Septem-
ber the exports totalled 10,759 tons, in
October nothing was exported, and
in November nothing also was exported.
Let me hope and pray that nothing will
be exported in December. The position
then is that the exports for this year will
be 10,769 tons as against 30,000 tons
anticipated, referred to, and formally
given to the hen. Member for Essequebo
River and myself by responsible ofticers
of this Government, particularly the
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Boavd.

The position on the whole has heen
very unsatisfactory, Of the members of
the Rice Marketing Board there are
individuals for whom T have the highest
regard and whose ability I respect, but as
regards the othiers I have absolutely no
regard for their. ability. On the lass
occasion I wag accused of wanting a paid
position on the Board. T have not teen
able to get that cleared up as yet. I have
been refused confirmation or the oppor-
tunity of getting it clearly stuted whether
the statement is in fact meant or it was just
stated in the heat of debate. It is on the
records of the Council that I wanted a
paid position of the Board. The hon.
Nominated Member, Br. Walcott, has
stated about the payment of persons on
Boards just as I had done. Unless you
get the right type of people who will give
proper service, youarenot going to succeed
in these attempts, I repeat it hecause
I fecl extremely hurt. There are hon.
Meuwmbers of this Council who know as a fact
that I have suggested nothing of a personal
character, When I spoke to hon. Mem-
bers of Council about it, I told them I
was in a position to belp and would help
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provided the Board had the right type of
people on it. Itis a fact that the indus-
try is definitely in a worse position now,
and I do nob know if that is going to he
denied. Exports have been consistently
dwindling this year and will not amount
to 15,000 tons next year. I have stated
in a letter quite recently to the hon.
Colonial Secretary that it would be
a miracle if more than 8,000 tous
were exported in 1941 but if steps,
were taken now the exports could be
increased to 10,000 tons. However,
throughout the whole of lust year nothing
was done about it. T have urged that not
a ton of vice should be exported until the
entire crop has been reaped, proper surveys
made and the orvdinary local demands—
such as stocl feed, cattle feed, domestic
consumption aund seed for planting—taken
into account. ‘It is my opinion that if
attempts are made to export rice there
would be a shortage again unless adequate
means ate adopted to ensure a Spring crop.
I made a ¢imilar statement in this Council
on the 22nd November, 1939, and I repeat
it is time that proper attention is paid to
these matters.

Your Excellency states you are not
saying anything more about the statement
you have made in vour address which, I
have no doubt, was communicated to you.
The Board hus issued a report, and let me
state at the outset that it is not worht the
paper it is written on, That is my opinion,
and T am prepared to stand by it. Para-
graph 8 of the report states :

For reasons which will be explained later in
the report, the Board with the approval of the
Governor, undertook the purchase of 20,000
bags of Indian rice from Barbados for delivery
to Trinidad and certain other West Indian

Islands, the result of this transaction being a
loss of $8,307.39.

The hon. Colonial Treagurer—let me
give him credit for being an expert on
finance although the finances of the Colony
are in a chaotic state (laughter}-—but it
must be apparent that he knows abso
lutely nothing about the rice industry,
and “ his expert ” knowledge may not have
been available at all times. Just as my
hon. friend (Mr, Wulcott) stated while the
Department of Agriculture is abused and
criticised mercilessly ib is not the officer in
charge who should be held responsible.
The hon. Colonial Treasurer may give the
best advice in financial wmatters, but to
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be put in charge 6f the Rice Marketing
Board and to allow him to go to the West
Indian [slands and sell rice he is wholly
unsuited for that position. Tfitis neces-
sary to have a Government Oflicer in
charge, the hon. Director of Agriculture
should have been the individual and not
the hon. Colonial Treasurer. That is my
opinion and T maintain that my opinion
on the ricé industry and my knowledge of
it are second to none in the whole Colony.
I know the technique of planting, milling
and marketing of rvice. T claim that I
have studied it and T give this Couucil
the very best and well considered opinion
~n the industry. Bverything I have said
here during the last five yeurs about the
rice industry has come to pass. It is not
a question of becoming wise after the
event but of indicating beforehand what
was going to happen. The hon Colonial
Treasurer, as the Chairman of tlie Board,
and the Secret ry, who is the Rice Grading
Inspector, went to Trinidad and sold
10,000 tons of rice and were negotiating to
sella further 10.000 tons hut after my criti-
cisms they did not pursue it. They were
unable to deliver the 10,000 tons. T do not
think that the loss on the purchase from
Barbados is only $8,307.39. That is on
paper, but if you go into it further it may
be more, However, Taccept those figures.
Iu another part of the report it is stated
that while a loss has occurred on that
transaction the Board made profits from
other transactions. Perhaps the hon.
Member for Central Demerara agrees in
principle that you make a profit in one
direction avd lose it in another. Paragraph
32 of the report reads:

The difficulties of the situation were in its
later stages aggravated by action on the part
of the few producers to postpone milling and
deliveries in the expectation that a shortage
would automatically result in an increase in
prices, and it is regrettable that in this attempt
at exploitation these persons were undoubtedly
encouraged by others whose hope and interest

it is that any schemec of organised control of
marketing should fail.

1t is the word ¢ exploitation ” T wish to
refer to particularly, The Board accuses
the growers and millers of exploitation.
Practically the same words were used in
Your Excellency’s address. If T have
glass windows I do mnot think I should
throw stones. If T accuse the public of
exploitation then I must not ‘be so guilty
myself, 1 hope to be able to convince this
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Council and the public that the Board
mercilessly exploited the rice producers
with the result that there is general dis-
satisfaction throughout the Colony aud
there is not going to be any increased pro-
duction at all, although it had been stated
by the hon. Colonial Secretary that larger
areas are being planted. Other statemeuts
werc made in this Council but we would
talk about them later en. This is not the
time to say much about that, because I am
not 1oo surve what quantity is being reaped.
When the figures ave available I shall have
something more to say about it. Tt has
been stated that the millers and growers
attempted to exploit the situation and
they have been checked. It is a vervy
good thing to check an attempt, but when
you cannot actually check something that
is happening then the situation becomes
regrettable indeed. No one has been able
to check the Board, and in truth and in
fact the Board has been encouraged in its
exploitation. The lesislative regulations
have encouruged the Board in its attempt
ab exploitation. T huve the oviginal papers
here in respect of two instances.

Oun February 10, 1940, twelve bags of
rice were delivered by a grower to the
otticer of the Board in New Amsterdam,
The rice was graded as ¢ white broken”
and he was paid at the rate of $2.50 per
bag. To show the deliberate action of the
Board, when the man got the papers and
asked to be sold back his rice at the fixed
price which was $2.90 per bag the officer
told him that he was sending the rice to
Georgetown. A little later the man heard
that a bag was sold to someone and he
returned to the ofticer and asked tobe sold
a bag. He was again refused. He then
left and sent his wife who obtained the
bag of rice paying $4.20 for it. The paper

" issued for the rice did not specify whether

it was white rice A, B or broken, but just
stated ‘“ one bag rice, $4.20.” The officer
knew—

Tere CHATRMAN : Was il
rice that he had delivered ?

the samec

Mr. JACOB: Yes; I think the Chair-

man of the Board is aware of this case.
The point T wish to make—

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
Before the hon. Member leaves that point
I desire to state that I do remember the
case, but would the hon, Member state
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whether in that case the person selling the
rice was not refunded a large sum on the
matter being brought to the notice of the
Sceretary of the Board and the mistake
acknowledged ?

Mr. JACOB : I am coming to that. I
do not think the hon. Colonial Treasurer
suspects o1 anticipates that I am not going
to pul forward all the facts. I was not
going to leave that out.

This person spent a lot of time and
energy in the matter. He made applica-
tion to the Board and was refused. He
then came to me and T asked him for his
papers. I was given all the papers and 1
went to the Secretary of the Board. After
arguing with him for half an hour he said
he would not recommend it but he would
speak to the Chairman about it and tell
we what was the resnlt. That very day
he vang me up on the telephone and told
me thab the Chairman agreed as an act of
grace that the man should be paid a higher
price and the Board would just take the
statutory profit allowed to the Board by
regulation., I accepted it but said I could
not agree that it was an act of grace.
‘While the Board and its officers may
think it iy an act of grace, I think it is a
right of the persen concerned. That
occurred in February, but it is one of
several cases, They have been occurring
since then, and so the Board has been
making exorbitant profits and profiteering
by selling rice against the regulations,
and ab prices in excess of the fixed price.
The Board hays been selling rice at a price
it is not authorized to do, although com-
plaints have been made, the consumers
have been made to pay that price and the
producers have not benefited by it nor is
the money being spent in the protection or
improvement of the industry.

On the 19th October, 1940, a more
serious case occurred. A producer sent

20 bags of rice to be graded. The rice
was graded and passed as No. 3. Accord-

ing to breakage the rice was No. 1 but
according to colour it was No. 3. The
regulations are there, but when it suits the
Board they cannot be varied and when it
is to their advantage they are varied. The
Board does exactly as it pleases with the
vegulations. The grading system is not
suitable at the present time to the indus-
try. I wish the how, Director of Agricul-
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ture to take note of what I say. The
price for No. 3 rice is $3.40 per bag while

that for No. 1 rice is $4.50 per bag. The
producer appealed to the Board. I think

he had a conference with the Chairman (the
hon. Colonial Treasurer) and other officers
of the Board and pleaded with them that
he be paid a reasonable price between
the two amounts for lLis rice, or that
the rice he returned to him. The
Board refused to do either. " In fact
the Board told him that the rice had
been taken to the wharf and blended
there with broken rice and sold at
$4.50 per bag. I do not think that can be
disputed ; if so, T am prepared to bring the
individual and prove it. The gentleman
threatened legal proceedings against the
Board, but legal proceedings arc &n cxpen-
sive pastime. This thing happened on the
19th October, and on the 26th October a
notice was published in the Official (Jazette,
Notice No. 569, giving the Board power to
sell rice other than Super, White A and 13
at $4.50 per bag. That was an order by
Government legalizing an illegal act by the
Board.

Those two cases are authentic, In'the
face of these facts, these irregularities
committed by the Board, can this Govern-
ment expect the people connected with the
industry, who have built it up almost un-
aided to co-operate with a Board which
acts in such a high-handed manner? If
that is the opinion of the Council I beg to
differ 100 per cent. from it. I have pleaded
with this Government over and over again
that it has got square pegs in round
holes on the Board. I have done every-
thing but  Government

possible con-
tinues to help the industry down to the
gutter. The facts are as clear and

plain as noonday. It is very unfortunate
that I should have to speak like this. I
have tried not to be very caustic in my
criticism, but when one sees these things
going on and nothing is being done to
check them one has to say something, so
that at least it can be placed on record
and that it cannot be said later that
Government had not heen advised. I wrote
Government several letters on the matter.
At one time I was very largely interested
in the industry, but now I am interested
only in a general way. I am a poor man
and I have a very large sum of money
outstanding to me owing to the measure of
control having not resulted to the benefit
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of the industry. For the past vear I liave
had no direct interest in the industry. .

I notice that posters are being placed all
over the country warning the people. T
do not know that is going to help. T have
asked questions and, as I have stated on
the last occasion, the replies received have
been very unsatisfactory. This morning I
got replies to other questions, and while as
a matter of fact replies to questions are
very ditlicult to refer to, what is the reply
I have received to this question :

Will Government state the total quantity
of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing Board
on and after 1lst November, 1939, from the
thirty-four registercd exporting agents of rice,
giving the names of all agents and the quan-
tity purchased from each together with the
amount paid to each exporting agent ?

That is a very legitimate question and
one that involves a good deal of revenue
to this Government. 1f Government gives
me an opportunity I can indicate where
I think revenue can be obtained through
the reply to this question, but this is what
Government saysin repiy:

The question relates to the financial trans-
actions of individuals who are, moreover,
business competitors, and it is considered to
be undesirable and not in the public interest
that the information should be made public.

Frankly I do not know what that means.
There are no business competitors now in
rice. I am not in the habit of making
statements that cannot be proved to a
large extent, and they can be wholly
proved if I get the assistance of Govern-
ment. I make the statement here that if
this question is answered I can indicate to
Government where I have a suspicion. It
in based on 75 per cent, facts.

Tone CHATRMAN : It is three-quarters
right ?  (laughter).
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Mr. JACOB: Revenue ought to come
to Government if that question is an-
swered. Perhaps it is too tedious a
job or perhaps it should not be answered
at all in the opinion of Government, hut
I do protest against these unsatisfactory
answers—answers that have no bear-
ing whatever. I cannot for the life of
me understand the answer given to my
question—perhaps my intelligence is very
dull—as there are no rice competitors at
the moment. I havelheard my hon. friend,
the Member for Essequebo River (Mr.
Lee), ask the same question hut in another
way, and the information was not given
him. The question was asked so as to get
certain information he and I wanted, but
it was denied us. I am very jealous of the
privileges I enjoy here. 1 claim it as a
right to ask these questions, and T claim
too that Government is obliged to answer
these questions.

Tee CHATRMAN: In ordinary par-
liamentary practice answers to questions
not in the public interest are not given.

Mr. JACOB: Is it not in the public
interest to ask why one person should have
a knowledge of certain things and others
should not ?

Tue CHAIRMAN : That was not the
hon. Member’s question. The hon. Mem-
ber’s question was how much rice was
bought and sold to certain individuals.

Mr. JACOB: If even there were
business competitiors, it is a matter which
has happened a year ago and there are no
competitors now.

The Council resumed and adjourned
until the following day at 10.30 a.m.





