SECOND" LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders
in Council, 1953 and 1956).

Thursday, Sth March, 1959
The Council met at 2 p.m.
PRESENT :
Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson
Chief Secretary, Hon. M. S. Porcher (acting)

Attorney-General, Hon. A. M. I. Austin, Q.C, Tex officio
Financial Secretary, Hon. F. W. Essex.
The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagsm Member for Eastcrn Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
B. H. Benn Member for Essequibo River

(Minister of Community Developmient
and Education)

' v E. B. Beharry Member for Eastern Demerara
(Minister of Natural Resources)
” » Janet Jagan Member for Wesiern Essequibo
(Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing)
" ) Ram Karran Member for Demerara-Essequibo
(Minister of Communications and
Works).
Mr. W. O. R. Kendail Member for New Amsterdam
,» R. C. Telle Nominated Member
F. Bowman Member for Demerara River
,, L. F. S. Burnbam Member for Georgetown Central
» 5. Campbell Member for North Western District
,, A. L. Jackson Member for Georgetown North
B. S. Rai Member for Central Demerara
S. M. Saffee Member for Western Berbice
,» Ajodha Singh Member for Berbice River
J. N. Singh Member for Georgetown South
,» R. E. Davis Nominated Member
,, H. J. M. Hubbard Nominated Member
,» A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. Nominated Member.

Mr. I. Crum Ewing — Clerk of the Legislature
Mr. E. V. Viapree — Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.

ABSENT:

Mr. R. B. Gajraj.
Mr. A. M. Fredericks—on leave.
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MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Wednesday, 4th March,
1959, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENT
ABSENCE FROM AFTERNOON SESSION

Mr, Speaker. I have to announce
that the hon. Nominated Member, Mr.
Tasker, has asked to be excused this
afternoon.  He hopes to be present at
this evenings’s session.

ORDER OF THE DAY
APPROPRIATION BILL

BUDGET DEBATE

Council resolved itself into Commit-
tee to resume consideration of the Bill
intituled:

“An Ordinance to appropriate the
supplies granted in the current session of
the Legislative Council.”

POST OFFICE

CONVEYANCE OF MAILS

The Chairmar: At the adjournment
yesterday afternoon we were discussing
the Head, Post Office. The hon. Member
for Georgetown North (Mr. Jackson)
was speaking on his Motion to reduce
sub-head 5 by $1.

Mr. Jackson (resuming): The hon.
Minister of Communications and Works
(Mr. Ram Karran), in reply to my
observations on his policy with regard to
the conveyance of mails, said he would
have been willing to listen to a lawyer’s
opinion on the accusation I made that the
weight carried on bicycles by Post
Office employees is a breach of the law.
One would have thought that the
Minister had at his disposal all the legal
brains which he could have called upon
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almost momentarily. His colleague, the
hon. the Attomey-General, is always in
this Council and always ready to do
battle on behalf of the Ministers, and it
is certain that if he had consulted the
Attorney-General he would not have
had to make that observation here yester-
day.

Layman though I am, I draw the
Minister’s attention to the Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic Ordinance. Chapter
280, Regulation 171, which reads:

“171. (1) A person riding a bicycle
or two-wheeled motor cycle on a road
shall not carry any article or thing which
projects—

(@) more than 18 inches on
either side of the centre line

of the bicycle or motor
cycle aforesaid; or

(b) beyond the foremost or
rearmost parts of the bicycle
or motor cycle aforesaid.

(2) A person riding a bicycle

or two-wheeled motor cycle on a road
shall not carry any article or thing in such
a manner that he is unable to have proper
control of the vehicle or any article, sub-
stance or goods exceeding 7 pounds in
weight except in a properly constructed
carrier.”

As I said yesterday, while there are some
indications of provision for carrier
cycles, the Post Office Department is still
encouraging its employees to commit a
breach of the law. That is a situation
which should not be permitted. As a
matter of fact I think Government should
set an example in matters of this kind,
and it is because of that view which I
hold, that I so often make this observa-
tion and criticism.  Apart from the fact
that it is an injustice to the worker, it is
also a factor which can contribute to
many a road accident.

In this Council we have debated at
length measures which should be taken
to reduce the growing number of road
accidents, and I think this is one of the
factors which should be taken into con-
sideration. I know that the hon. the
Attorney-General will agree with me on
this point, in view of his position in the
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Road Safety Association and the very
active part he took in the recent debate
in this Council on measures to be taken
to reduce the number of fatal road acci-
dents. I am certain that he will not on one
hand condemn the faults of ordinary
citizens and on the other hand uphold
the inconsistencies we find in the Post
Office Department.

Now that I have drawn the atten-
tion of the Minister to the relevant
Ordinance and Regulations I trust he will
go into the matter very carefully to see
that an end is put to this kind of activity
on the part of the Post Office Department.

I want to make it clear that in
selecting this item I have not discharged
my ammunition at the Post Office Depart-
ment, because it is a matter of policy, and
the Department is bound to fit its work
into the policy of the Ministry.  There-
fore, if the Ministry would give this
matter the consideration which it deserves
the Post Office Administration would not
depart from the policy set by the Minis-
try.

But the hon. Minister did not scem
to have as full a grasp of the situation as
he ought to have had, for he spoke of
the delivery of letters and asked whether
it was suggested that a jeep should be
placed at the disposal of every letter car-
rier. Nothing said by me yesterday had
any reference to the delivery of letters, for
that would involve a house-to-house
delivery with which everyone is familiar.

I spoke of the mails which are dispatched
from the Post Office in Georgetown to
other areas — areas between Georgetown,
Atkinson Field and other Post Offices
operating on the East Bank of Demerara
as well as on the West Bank. With res-
pect to that type of service we will see a
number of bags being transported from
Georgetown to different areas in the coun-

try.

I think it is time the Government re-
alizes that, while it has taken the question
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of cost into consideration, things should
be done on a high level. The hon. Minis-
ter of Communications and Works says
that Government should endeavour to get
the job done at the cheapest price. That
is the theme of this Government, but,
when one considers that the Post Office
is oftering a service to the community,
it is clear to my mind that it is worth
the while expending more money in order
to provide a more up-to-date service
rather than continuing with this outmoded
system of transporting mails.

For example, newspapers printed in
Georgetown can be delivered at Skeldon
within a few hours after they have been
printed because of the system of trans-
portation. Why should a letter posted
at Georgetown today take until tomor-
row afternoon to reach the Corentyne?
Would that not be a good service for
Government to offer to the public? Is
it because the Post Office has a mono-
poly in this particular matter and can do
as 1t likes? ls it because there can be no
competition for the transportation of
mails that no new system will be put into
operation? I am sure if someone was in
a position to compete with the Post
Office the hon. Minister would not have
said that he was endeavouring to get the
job done at the cheapest possible price.
The hon. Minister speaks about economy,
and he says that he cannot buy motor
vans because Government has no money.
In the circumstances he wants us to con-
tinue with the old system.

It is a disgrace and a burning shame
to find that the Post Office has only three
serviceable motor vans that can be relied
upon. I understand that a motor van is on
the Essequibo Coast; one is on the Cor-
entyne Coast, and that of the three motor
vans in Georgetown only one can be re-
lied upon. I also understand that the mails
for the East Bank of Demerara are
invariably an hour or an hour and a half
behind the scheduled time of arrival. Not
only does this affect the condition of the
workers because it disrupts their time for
meals, but the people to whom the letters
are addressed suffer a certain amount of
inconvenience as a result of the delay.
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[MR. JACKSON]

Certain people cannot depend on the de-
livery of mails because the Post Office
does not have a reliable mail transport
system.

I should like to remind the hon.
Minister of Communications and Works
that one of the three vans at the George-
town Post Office was condemned by the
Red Cross Society and given to the Post
Office after which hundreds of dollars
had been spent on it. I challenge the hon.
Minister to deny this statement. I am
sure he will not deny it because he knows
that I am very familiar with several
aspects of the activities of this Govern-
ment. Why should the Post Office in
Georgetown rely on a condemned van? I
feel that it should have more than one
van in order to run an up-to-date service.
On several occasions one can see two or
three persons pushing about this con-
demned van in an effori to start it. I
merely mention this matter because
no provision has been made in this year’s
estimates for the purchase of more vans.

I am certain that the quality of the
vehicles which have been purchased by
Government for the conveyance of inland
mails is not the right one. It is true that
the Post Office makes use of the Trans-
port and Harbours Department. The
hon. Minister of Communications and
Works said that he has instructed the
porters of the Transport and Harbours
Department to assist Post Office em-
ployees with heavy mails. Apparently
the porters at the Transport and Har-
bours Department have not yet received
those instructions because they have not
been put into operation. This is not
good enough.

The Transport and Harbours De-
partment has been reducing its staff on
the stelling for some time now. I know
that when, the mails arrive on the stelling
the porters who work with the Trans-
port and Harbours Department are
usually too busy with their own work to
assist postmen with mails. That system
does not appear practicable to me, and
I do not think it is the solution to the
problem before us. T believe that the
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problem could be solved by providing
nore vans, and efforts should be made to
re-organize the existing system in the Post
Office Department with a view to increas-
ing its efficiency in catering to the general
public.

The hon. Minister of Communica-
tions and Works said that hc has given a
lot of consideration to this matter, but I
do not think he has given enough con-
sideration to the entire matter. He also
said that large sums of money are not
transported in 1ail bags. If the hon.
Minister had a full grasp of the situation
he would never have made that statement
in this Council. Let him tell this Coun-
cil how the money for the payment of
wages in certain parts of the country dis-
trict is sent to the various Post Offices.
Let him tell us how money reaches the
Land Settlement Department. If he can
tell us that, then he will be able to realize
that he made an incorrect statement yes-
terday.

I repeat that it is not the correct
thing to expose the lives of young people
to such danger. Everyone knows that
a youngster was held up on the Corentyne
Road two years ago while conveying
about seventeen thousand dollars on a
push cycle.  Everyone knows that the
Georgetown Post Office has to send
money from one Post Office to anothcr.
Perhaps the hon. Minister wants to be
reminded of what has taken place in the
past. Maybe he believes in the wisdom
of locking the stable after the horse has
bolted. I think he should lock thc stablc
before another horse bolts.

In other parts of the world the Post
Office gives a great deal of consideration
to the security of mails because of the
importance placed on the mail service,
but it secms to me as though that is not
the case with respect to the Post Office
Department in this Colony. I hope the
hon. Minister of Communications and
Works will realize that something should
be done in order to improve the service
offered to the public by the Post Office
Department.
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The Minister of Communications
and Works (Mr. Ram Karran): This mat-
ter was previously dealt with in this
Council and the hon. Member has gone
over everything again. It is not my inten-
tion to repeat what has been written in
the debates on the last occasion when the
matter was discussed, but I will endeav-
our to clear up one or two points and
make a few observations.

On the question of the conveyance
of mails by bicycles, I pointed out yester-
day that it was done in conformity with
the laws of this Colony. If some of the
people at the Post Office transport mails
other than by legal means the Post Office
will have to correct that. It is known that
the practice in the past was for postmen
to carry mails on their shoulders, and no
doubt that sort of thing still exists.

The hon. Member indicated yester-
day that so far as the West Bank and
Cane Grove districts were concerned, it
was dangerous for postmen to carry mails
on bicycles. I do not agree nor do I see
the necessity for providing a van to dis-
tribute letters from house to house in
these areas. The postraen take the bulk
of the letters from the general office and
distribute them. In the case of the East
Coast and West Coast Berbice the mails
are sent up by motor vans to their re-
spective Post Offices because of the bulk.
In the circumstances. if Government
followed the hon. Member’s suggestion,
it would be necessary to provide a van for
each postman. Government can only
provide vans when it is economic to do
so. Nobody would expect Government
to provide a van to carry mails weighing
a few pounds.

In the case of the West Coast, we
have made a very thorough examination
of the position and find that the average
weight carried in mail bags is about
thirty pounds.

The hon. Member has compared the
delivery of newspapers to Springlands
with the Government postal service. That
is not an apt comparison to make, be-
cause newspapers are run by big business
which. can afford to provide such a ser-
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vice. The Government postal service is
not able and does not necessarily have to
do that.  Obviously the hon. Member
has not taken into account those districts
where you have only cne or two ietters
for delivery in a whole-day—places like
Charity, and places in the Interior. You
have to put the limit somewhere. If
money is to be spent to provide a faster
postal service to all points in the Colony,
from Georgetown to the remote areas it
would take up the money provided in the
whole Budget.

As I said yesterday, the amount of
money taken on delivery by Post Office
employees is very small in comparison
with the amount of insurance the hon.
Member wants taken out. I do not
know exactly what the hon. Member
wants: whether he wants Government to
post a gunman behind every letter-carrier
who has with him $5 in cash; it would
appear that he wants Government to
spend more money on this than the coun-
try can provide.

At the moment we are subsidizing
not only the Post Office but other Depart-
ments whose services are essential.

In connection with the carriage of
newspapers to Springlands, the hon.
Member made an odious comparison with
the postal service of the Government; as
he will not for one moment stand the poor
salaries and conditions being given to em-
ployees providing a service of that type.
I do not blame him for his efforts, as I
was once on his side of the Table, but my
friend should think before making com-
parisons.

Mr. Jackson: 1 am all the more
convinced now that the Minister does not
know what he is talking about. I never
made reference to the delivery of letters
on a house-to-house basis.

Mr. Ram Karran:

1 did not say
that.

Mr. Jackson: I said that mails are
being despatched from Georgetown areas
and areas including the whole of East
Bank as onc area, for the purposes of
























































































































































