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AfUJOURCEMENTS 

LeaYe le Mea)jer• 

Mr.· Depaty Speaker: Hon. 
Members, the h on.· Pr emier has 
asked for lea ve fr om the 11th 
Janu4ry for  a period of about 
three weeks; 
2.10 p.m. 

PUBLIC BUSl�ESS 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

BUDGET DEBATE 

Mr. Deputy.Sp eaker: The 
Assembry wi ll now resume the 
debate on the Mo tion for t.he 
Se cond Reading of the Bill inti­
tuled: 11 • .\n Ordinance to appro­
priate the supplies gr ante d in 
tne cmTent session- cf the Legis­
lature.·" Whi::n we adjou rned, the 
Member for Georgetow n North 
(Mr. Cheeks) was on the Floor. 

�r. Cbeeks(Georgetown North) 
rose - -

:-tr. Deputy Speaker: I think 
it might be appropriate if we 
ask f or a Mo tion to exte nd 
your time to a fur ther 15 ain­
utes. 

�Ir. d I Aguiar• (Georgetown 
Central} : I beg to move th at the 
hon. Member be given a further 15 
minutes to con:t,:inue bis s:peech.· 

Mr. 1liarto1r (Abary)' seconded. 

,'4festion put, and atree.d to. 

Mr. Cheeks: I nave now 
reached a point where !·must sav 

s 
� 

a few words on GovernIT1ent' s edu-
cation policy. l observe, sir; 
tbat the Govel"DJllent has increased 
th� apyronriations for this �ur-

rent year by around $1. 6 mi 'ion 
leaving out the s wn allocated 
for the Social Assistanc.e De­
partment. Wh en 1 examine thP. 
various areas whe r e  it has 
added ana sntJtracted, I have come 
to the conclusion that t.be educa­
tion policy is, undoubted ly, in 
the hands of a. group of wild 111.en. 
In fa.ct, in the mids t of the 
dark:n ess, the only gl i1mner of 
l�ht that I have seen is in the 

·decision wh ich it bas made to
make sec ondary education free. I
do not think much of the manner
in which· it 1.s doing it, but
of the fact of it s having made
the decjsion.· I will ,...�,,,.� �o
that in due course.

Now, there are about 135,000 
children at. presen t  i n  the 
schoo ls which are now called 11all 
age" - they used t o  be called 
or dinary primary schools -and, in · 
spite of that, l noticed, a few

days ago; that a · Gover nment 
spokesman admitted th at there 
were still abo�t �o.ooo places 
needed in thes� school s. I am 
certain that th at spokesman did 
not include the other 50,000
children for whom Government has 
never made any pr ovision, nor 
bas it ever made any pr ovision · 
f or the ·chil dren who are in the 
�e group be tween 3 and 5. 
[Mr. Mann: •tGareful ! ·careful! 11] 

Now, from prev ious s t atements 
made by Go verlllTl.ent Mini ster s, 
they do appreciate the importance 
of that age "UL the: ednea.tional 
life of the child. In fa ct, 
modern ed ucators h ave come to the 
concl usion that, all _ovP.r the 
wor ld where education courses are 
stndjed, �t tPftt age, tbe treat­
ment which a ch ild gets, de­
termines the child's general 
attit ude towar ds lear ning, 
maybe· �nconscions ly, later 
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on in life. [Mr. Manu: Where did 
you �et that from?"] The Member 
wbo is asking where l got this 
from should look at last year's 
White Paper and ask his Minister 
where he got it from. 

I am suggesting, sir, that 
the fact that this group!Of chil­
dren is neglected, is the reason 
why, out of a potential number of 
about 30,000 children who reach 
the Standard IV in  t he publi c  
schools, only about 7 ,000 of them 
are of the grade to write the 
Gommon t;ntran ce ·exa mination,' 
and o u t o f that 7 , 0 0 0 � only 
a few hundreds qualify. That 
means that out of a potential 
body of 30,000 children who reach 
the grade where they should·be 
stepping over to begin secondary 
work, there are only a few hun­
dreds who qualify. [}Ir. Beno: 
"It used to be 12 . .,] 

l am suggesting that the main 
reason for this is the continued 
neglect of the Goveril111ent to pay 
any attention at all to·the age 
group between 3 and 5 and, what 
is most alarming, with all its 
plans and with all the money it 
js spending. and with all it is 
talking and boasting , the state­
ments it made in its White Paper 
sugge_st.ing that its kindergarten 
work be left to J.>riv_atei enter­
prise, nothing has been changed. 
ln spite of that, the policy is 
one of failure. lt is costing 
the Government quite a lot, it is 
costing the country quite a lot. 
lf the members .of the Goverrnnent 
were to examine the statistics, 
which show a few paltry hundreds 
out of about 30,000 children who 
reach the grade of the Standard 
IV qualifying for secondary work, 
they will get an idea of the 
waste wb�ch is taking place. 

2. 20: p. m •.

Now, I repeat that merely 
transferring tµese children to a 
secondary school cannot really 
achieve anything of importance. 
The Goverrnnent was warned before 

that
J 

on account of .the _economic 
conditioniof the country, the 
childrens' parents·would not be 
able to buy hooks for them.· We 
have had the spectacle of many 
of the meagre few hundred chil­
dren w h o  h a v e  qu al ifi ed fo r 
secondary education at the common 
entrance examination having to 
return to the All-Age Schools 
because t_heir pa ren ts did not 

have the money to buy books for 
them.· 'l'here are cases where many 
of them have not been able to buy 
a single book.· If the Government 
wants to make secondary education 
free so that it will mean some­
thing, i t  must reduce its exp en-· 
diture on P.P.P. propaganda and 
divert some of the funds which 
are b ein g wasted into useful 
channels that will bring divi­
dends in the future. 

As regards secondary educa= 

tion, I should like to refer to 
the question of school fees. I 
cannot understand the policy of 
this Government, which is dedi­
cated to the abolition of class 
discrimination jn the payment of 
school fees. Some Government 
schools are charging $27.50 per 
term.· In the Government second­
ary schools on the new sites the 
fees are $10 per term.: In the 
Government-aided schools, whi ch 
are now to be Government schools 
if the Goverrnnent's plan is to be 
put into effect, the fees are $20 
per term.· W]i.at is the reason for 
this discrimination? Can't the 
Government realize that this sort 
of thing will institutionalise a
distinction in the schools an.d 
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therefore in society? If 1 t 
wants to remove this, ·how can jt 
do so by i n t roduc i n g  o ther 
grade s? I wonder whether the 
Government realizes that such a 
state of affairs must cause con­
fusion and dissatisfaction? 

All schools bave not yet 
accepted Government's proposals, 
and I understand that· the ree.son 
is that the Government wants to­
tal control over appointments of 
the staff, general policy, choice 
of subjects, and so on. In fact 
it seeks to make schools Govern­
ment schools overnight - schools 
which had been receiving Govern­
ment grants and serving the pub­
lic for  many ye ar s, and t he 
Government now wants to take them 
over. The Government has made 
this offer, at a time when it be­
lieves that  the Elect i o n  i s  
around the corner, itl an effort 
to bring parents on its side,· 

A sop is given to the teach­
ers in tlris manner: the Govern-. 
ment says that it wants to make 
the teacher's job secure. I am 
of the opinion that the teachers 
will, event ually, acc�pt the 
Government's offer, but it can be 
assured that many of them will 
not sacrifice the principles for 
which they came into existence. 
They have seen the trap which the 
Gover nment has laid for  them; 
they have seen the real purpose 
behind the Governmenl. 1 s pol icy, 
which is linked to the removal of 
the grants which were given t o  
Voluntary Youth Organisations: 
the Girl Guides, the Boy Scouts, 
the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., Club­
Land, Boys' Brigade, and so on. 
Up to last year certain grants 
were given to these organisa­
tions, Now the Government's aim 
is to make them apply to the 
�ational Youth Council, which i8 

Just an off-shoot of  the P.P.P.­
It is saying: If you want these 
grants which you used to get you 
must c·Olle to  the P.P.P. and do 
what it wants done. Now we c ome 
to the question of r eligion. 
nion, Members (Government) : 
"Shame!"] Unless the Government 
had some ulterior mot ive, it 
would not have removed the grants 
for these voluntary orL?.anisations 
and made it necessary for them to 
go to a P.P.P. organisation to 
apply. 

I shall·now refer to the 
question of higher education in 
British Guiana. [An hon. Member

(Government): 11What do you know 
about it?"] Before I refer to the 
University of Guyana, I would 
like to ask the Government if it 
does not think it advisable f. o 
provide some place in the country 
districts where children may re­
ceive higher education? Is it 
the Government's aim that higher 
education should be confined to 
Georgetown? Can't the Government 
select some of its new secondary 
schools �nd arrange for children 
from surrounding areas, possibly 
from other secondary schools in 
the country who have qualified 
for higher education, to proceed 
to advanced level work in their 
own area? That would save parents 
in th e r u r a 1 are as the e x­
pense of sending their children 
to Georgetown in order to enter 
a<lvanced classes to do advanced 
work. 

1 shall now deal with the 
University of Guyana, In an un­
developed territory a unjversity 
cannot develop if it is cut off 
from world standards and isolated 
from the majn streams of human 
knowledge . If that were possi­
ble, then Que en's College, St. 
Stanislaus' College, and Bishops 
High School could issue degrees, 
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!lik. Deputy Speaker: Time!

The Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Education and
Social Development(Mr. Mann): I 
beg to move that the hon. Member 
be given 15 minutes to complete 
his speech. 

Mr. d 1 Aguiar seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

2.30 p.m. 

Mr. Cheeks: If it were so 
then Queen•s College, St. Stanis­
Laus, the Bishops' High School 
and otHer schools mav have been 
able to issue their own degrees. 
Books alone and teachers alone 
canDot make a university, and 
what is more, there are universi­
ties in America fr om which one 
can get ( I am quoting) a 11B. A. 
Ice Crean/ or a 11 B.A. Bask et­
Making 11. But such universities 
are not recognizerl even in their 
own country. If you establish a 
school of higher learning, the 
so•called University of Guyana, 
a.n:i. it is com()letely i solated 
from t he m od ern stre ams of 
thought� apart from a few books 
and a few lecturers, you are 
making of those students who ()ass 
through tt� do�rs nothing more 
than mental prisoners. 1n fact 
they woulo also be social prison­
ers, because the qualifications 
aud degrees which may be confer­
red upon the m will have no cur­
rency outside the borders of this 
country while this Government is 
in power. 

That is not what an unde­
veloped territory which is seek­
ing help from autside wants, a 
country with a small population 
of �00,000. A few weeks ago in a 

conversation with the Premier .h• ') 
told me how insignificant and un­
economical our population is. He 
pointed out to 1•1e that the smal­
lest economic unit should consist 
of about 10 million people. He 
recognizes that, but in the realm 
of education he has established a 
univer sity cut off from all 
sources which is fed from a. popu­
lat iou of 600,000. What a con­
tradiction! I am not certain if 
Government has put. a certa:i n plan 
into effect yet, but it is pro­
posed to co�v.ert the Government 
Training College for teachers in­
to an Instit ute of Education of 
the Guyana University. Hitherto 
all those persons who graduated 
from the Government Training Col­
lege and who received certifi­
cates were recognized abroad -
anywhere. rhe certificate had 
currency. b ut if the Training 
College is to be an offshoot of 
the Univer-sity of Guyana, and 
that so-cal led Universi ty of 
Guyana is to be isolated from all 
other instihttions of lP.arning, 
it is quite clear that noLhing 
that issues from it will be re­
cognized in the outside world. 
Perh aps the Government intends 
that all it needs is for suc h  
certi ficates to be re cog nized 
here, and wh 0n we bear in mind 
that the foreign Governments 
which this Government admires ao 
not permit people to emigrate, it 
would be the means of forcing the 
best qualified persons to remain 
.n this country. The Premier 

himself recognizes the need for 
regional co-operation, yet in the 
realm of education, which is one 
of the most important fields of 
human activity, he discards that 
principle. 

As I wind up I would ask the 
�over nment t o  avoid incidents 
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like that which took glace at the 
Government rraining College where 
the Prin cigal was given certain 
instructions as to the quality 
and ,qualifications of gersons to 
be enrolled for a certain course. 
Somebody applied to be admitted 
to the course but the Principal 
refused the application because 
the applicant did not have the 
qualifications. The person, I am 
informeii, was sent by the Minis­
ter of 1':ctucatfon, and the Minis­
try decided to take the control 
of the course out of the hands of 
the Principal. of the College. It
is !:I. most immoral act. [Mr. Uam 
[(arr an: 11Give the facts. Don't 
stand there and lie".] The ger­
son into whose hands the Ministry 
put, the control of the course ad­
mitted the applicant who did not 
qualify for admission. Subse­
quently the Ministry decided to 
transfer the contr ol of the 
course back into the hands of the 
Principal of tl1e College. [Mr. 
Mann: 11Wh.at course?"] What re­
spect can the public have for a 
Government that would stoop to 
�uch crude dodges? 

My next observation is of a 
more general nature, and that is 
the question of the appointment 
of Education Officers to the Edu­
cation Department. It i9 known 
that this is the fun ction of the 
Public Ser v i ce Commission, but 
the snag is that the Ministry of 
Educatinn has the po�er to ap­
point teachers, maybe head�teach.<1-
ers or assistant teachers, who 
may have qualified, to act in the 
Education Department as Echcation 
Officers, The Ministry does not 
have to r�fer such appointments 
to the Public Service r.ommission, 
but when the time comes for per­
manent appointments to be made 
and the Public Service Commission 

interviews the applicants, even 
if there are ot.her apglicants who 
.are better qualified, the person 
who had been acting in the post 
for uerhaps 18 months is natural� 
ly given the job. -There is now a 
Committee to deal with acting 
appointments, no doubt because of 
the noisy protest made by members 
of t,he Opposition. 

When the Parliamentary Secre� 
tary replies to the criticisms 

.which have been made here I hope 
he will tell t he House if the 
grants-in-aid to the All-Age. 
Schoo ls which were passed for 
payment, and which have been en­
tered as paid for �he year 1963, 
have iu fact been paid. During 
my brief comments on the Budget 
I .have· raised certain points
which I hope will have releyance 
for a long time.. So long as this 
country is faced with a crude de­
dicated totalitarian rule by a 
sizeable group it will be neces­
sary for us to bear in mind all 
these points. In  this Budget 
Speech the Minister of Finance 
has not used the word "socialism" 
even once·; quite a contrast to 
last year I s Budget Speech and 
that of the year before, but more 
particularly last year's in which 
it was made ,quite cJ ea.r that the 
wonderful change to tbe ideal of 
socialism would convert British 
Guiana into a land of milk and 
honey. 

2.4G p.m.

They have not done s.o this time. 
It makes me wonder whether they 
are t,,r ying to i n f luen ce  the 
British Labour Party whioh is not 
now using the word "bocialist 11, 

but calls itself 11 -Bri tish La­
bour". It  may be because the 
idol of the Party in Cuba has re� 
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versed his policy of nati onalisa­
tion of land in o rder to boost 
producti on of sugar, or it may be 
because th e policy o f  ecouomic 
planning in Russia acco rding to 
socialist theories has caused the 
rate of economic growth to drop 
to 2,5 per cent per· annum, making 
it clear that by 1972 the produc­
tion in the United States will be 
double t hat of the Soviet Union 
even if the Union continues in­
creasing at the present rate. 

I do not !mow what their rea,.. 
sons are, but it may be that they 
have begun to see t be ligbt a.nd 
are changing. Inasmuch as those 
who supp0rt the Government con­
stitute a sizeable section of the 
population, we cannot cowt with­
out them. Tf they ha.ve begun to 
see t he light and are turn in� 
from their evil wa ys, it meM� 
that this counl.ry has a peaceful 
and possibly a prosperous future 
i.n store for it.

Mr. Lall (Corentyne-West): 
Criticisms of the Government by 
Membe rs o f  t he Oppositi on are 
baseless and without foundation. 
Opposition.Members are cri tici­
zing the Government for instabil­
ity and chaos which they them­
selves have created. They have 
o rganized �iolence and d isorder
in this country and while tlieir
misguided supporters were taking
part in violent and disorderly
behaviour some of these same un­
scrupulous J eaders were drinking
brandy, produced in the United
�tat es, at a n  h otel in Camp
Stree t.

'I'he hon, Member for George­
town-North (Mr. Cheeks) cri li­
cized the Government for not im­
rle�entinq manr schemes which 

are included in the Budget fo· 
1963, But, from which s ource i� 
the Government to obtain the 
money when these agen ts of the 
United States of America help to 
create disorder in this country 
and shatter its economy? Their • 

I plan was exposed at various times 
in sever_al newspaper�. I have 
wit}1 me a copy of the Mirror of 
22nd December, 1�63, which car­
ries this heading, "Yankee inter­
vention - MORE CHAOS IN THE 
MAKING 11

• I quot e: 

"�resh and startl i.rig 
evidence of U.S. intervention 
in the British Guiana Trade 
Union Movement of this coun­
try has r:::::� rl �, r.nrn� t_o hanrl 
from our Washington Corre­
spondent, 

"He reports that on to.e 
29th of August, a meeting was 
held in Washington of Trade 
Union and C.I.A. elements at 
which top level strategy Ior 
toppling the Government of 
British Guiana was knocked 
into shape. 

"The strategy was later 
c odifie d in a set of guide 
lines which has been issued 
from Washing ton and delivered 
personally to two persons. 
One is a top local Trade 
Unionist, the other is an 
American Trade Unionist in­
creasingly· well-known to 
local Trade Unionists. 

"This paper has their 
names and will disclose them 
in due course, so that suita­
b 1 e a c ti on c a n  b e taken 
against them. 

"We have been able to 

6et a part of the document 
issued from Washington .and �e 
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are printing it below, All 
Guianese and especially Trade 
Unionists should ponder this 
document wel 1. 

"They should c ut it out 
and keep it. This document 
is a blue-print for disaster 
and disorder . lt is a blue­
print for racial strife. 

"It could be the cause 
unless you think well and act 
w isely of many deaths and 
m uch poverty  in the months 
ahead. 

"Says the document from 
Washington. 

"Keep th -611 on t ,he de­
f en si ve. They are on the re­
treat, keep them on t.he re­
treat." 

"'Jhey must be more con­
cerned in pleasing the oppo­
sition than the people who 
voted them into power. 

"Do not allow them to 
formul ate an d follow any  
c 1 ear - cu t p o l i c y . A t t a ck , 
attack al 1 the time. Keep 
them on t._he defensive until 
the time of election when 

t hey wil l find them selves 
s urro unded b y  unf ulfilled 
promises to the electorate 
,and .their opportunity.to use 
their present position of 
State Power to gain unbridled 
popularit y  gone down th� 
river of no retur n. 

"Start 1 abour trouble 
at the B.G. Rice Marketing 
Board and let it c ulminate 
into a colony wide programme 
of ob structive and destruc­
tive assault on �he govern• 
ment. 

1. Demand wages which t;hey 
cannot pay. Exploit the dis� 
united administration of the 
Rice Marketing Board. 

2. Undermine the ma nage­
ment. 

3. Talk of the idle work•

ers penalizing the con sci en­
tious ones. 

4. Play on the g rievan ces
of the sin cere workers who 
have st r uck (sic) to them 
all  �h r ough the crise�. 
Tell them of the ingratitude 
.of-the Board. Favouritism in 
em ployi ng Mu slim s. God 
Fatherism. 

And the re-employment 
o f  the t rouble-makers and 
hooligans through fear and 
spinelessness of their poli­
ticians. 

5. Tell them that chose
who make the most trouble get 
the best concessions·. 

6. When the Board 1s idle
from its very nature of being 
seasonal d raw the atte ntion 
of tpose who are working hard 
t o  those who are idle and 
vice verse ( sic) . Te 11 trh e 
idlers how who are at work 
are seucially (sic) favoured. 

Play on th e Govern­
m_eI}t 1 ·s;f ear of criticis m. 
Make them throw their best 
plans overboard. 

When you hit a t  the 
9oard you hit at I the Govern­
m en t onc e i"t is red d omi­
nated. 

Ca r r y  o u t  plans on 
identical lines as before." 
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2.50 p.m. 

Your Hon our, in the second to 
last par agraph h ere, it  is 
stated: "Make them throw their 
best plan overb oard. 11 lt is 
obvious that·when this Govern­
ment formul ates  a _p l an, i t  
is formulated for the welfare and 
the benefit of tlie _people cif this 
country. [Interruption.]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order in 
the Ga1le ry, please. 

Mr, Lall: lf there are 
irresponsible elements in our 
socie ty, trying to overthrow 
these good plans that the Govern­
ment has formulated, then who 
will remain to suffer? It is 
obvious - the people of the coun­
try - and, most of all, it would 
be the working-class _people, be-
causP these agents of the United 
State s o f  Am eric a, wh0 are 
planning and formulating these 
disorders , are we a lthy, and 
they are ex ploit ing the pov­
erty of the working-class peo� 
ple o f  t his coun try, whose 
blood the y  were sucking all 

along. 

-1our_Hononr, they have - es­
pecially the United Force - their 
agents who they _planted in the 
trade Union Move ment of this 
country. You can s_:pot lhem; 
one o f  t he i r  ex ecutive mem­
bers is Mr. Richard Alexander 
Ishmael. [Mr. Joaquin: ''That is 
your boss,:"] It is obvious that 
they have to protect that beloved 
member of theirs. Althol.l.gh he is 
being call e d  a trade un i on 
leader, he can only lead the peo­
ple over Radio Demerara. I defy 

them to advise this trade unio� 
friend of theirs to go to th 
people he is supposed to repre­
sent, [Mr. Oteeks: "Cuban guns 
from the P. Y.O. in the shadows."] 
If he wants 1,0 .spe ak to them,­
Your Honour, he does so over 
B.G.B,S. and Radio Demerara, but 
the time is coming now when he 
will be exposed.· 

1 would l ike to quote from 
the Budget Speech of the Minister 
of finance about what is going 
on in the sugar industry. Page 
18, second _paragraph: 

11 In the sugar industry, 
for example, production in­
c reased from 174,227 tons in 
1949 to 334,441 tons in 1960. 
9ut whi le production nearly 
do11bled, employment trends 
moved in the opposite direc­
t ion and dropped by some 27 
per cent - from 28,184 per­
sons employed to 20,480 dur­
'ing the same period - because 
�f technological changes, in� 
eluding mechanization. With 
a marked reduction in the in­
put of labou r, t.herefore, 
output was greatly increased, 
its value jumping from $44. S 
mn, 1n 1952 to $60.75 mn. in 
1960 ." 

Your Hon our, although tbe 
produc t i o n  o f  sug ar n e arly 
doubled, we had a 27% decline 
of the 1 a b  o ur force in the  
industry. What h as the 'l'rade 
Union Movement done to remedy 
this s 1 tu at  io n? l t is ob -
vious t h at the 1' r ad e U n i o n 
Movement in the industry should 
not only look for better wages 
for its wembers but it should 
also look forward to guaranteed 
employment for its memb�rs. 
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3 p.m.

The, so:- called recognized 
union bas done nothing to re­
medy tbjs unemployme nt situ­
ation in the sugar industry. 
Every year the labour force in 
the sugar industry is being re­
duced by hundreds of workers, and 
yet ·the profits are mounting up. 
I have with me the Annual P.eport 
of British Guia�a for 1961. In
1960, 19,831 w ork ers were em­
ployed in the. sugar industry. In 
1961, the production of sugar was 
increased, but the labour force 
was re.duced by 933. In la 1)1.,, 
18, 898 workers were employed in 
the industry. Compare this with 
19,831 workers employed in 1960, 
and you will get. a reduction of 
933 workers who were retrenched. 

The hon. Member for George­
town-North (Mr. Cheeks) said that 
Rookers are now prep aring to 
spend $8 million a t  Albion to 
modernize th eir factory. But 
when :the $8 mill ion is spen t  
there will be anotlier reduction 
of 2,000 in t he labour force! 
What bas the so-called trade 
union done to remedy this si tua­
tion? Nothing_ whatsoever.' That 
is why progressive trade unions· 
are 1,erming this, cotmterfei t 
trade unionist as the agent of 
the sugar planters and employers. 

The President of the M.P.C.A. 
happens to be a university grad­
uate. ln 1 961 a once-for-ail 
bonus was  pa id t.o the  s ugar 
workers - $3 million was supposed 
to be paid to the workers. � 
asked for proof as to how this $3 
million was pa id out. 1 said 
that, if $3 million were divided 
among 20,000 workers, each worker 
should get an average of $150 .. I 
queried the amount ·paid out, and 
found· that over 50% of the work-

ers received below $50; the ne:ict 
25% below $100, and the rest be­
low $200! The M.P.C.A. made a 
big hue and cry about this matter 
and said that it was merely pro­
paganda.. I am happy to say that 
tpday 61 people at L.B.!. estate 
are now being paid the 1961 once-­
for-all bonus. Let the M.P .C.A. 
challenge this statement. Wbere 
did t his money come from? I say 
t hat nearly 1,500 workers were 
not paid this once-for all bonus. 
They have boards on all of the 
estates, and the names of the 
people who are entitled to 1961 
once-for-all bor.us are posted up 
there. 

� man from 4nn 1 s Grove re­
ceived $44; he came to my office 
and complimented me and my union 
for exposing what had been done 
to the sugar workers. I repeat 
that the 1961 once-for-all bonus 
is now being paid to workers in 
1964. What has the university 
graduate been doing in this mat­
ter? He was o nly planning to 
make more stri.Ze in this country. 
These arc facts that can never be 
refuted.· 11'hile the sugar indus­
try made $16 million profit, tbe 
people responsible for producing 
the profit are n6w unemployed.· 
[Mr. Burnham: 11 Tax sugar!"] If 
we tax sugar you will start loot­
ing and burning_ again. 

At the G.A.W.U's office you 
can find about sixty people every 
day complaining about not getting 
work. What is the Trade Union 
Leaner of the Sugar industry do­
ing �bout this'? I saw that t be 
B.G.L.U. the other day signed an 
agreement with the Wa t er front 
Employees to pay the Waterfront 
workers $15 per week while tbey 
were unemployed.· Why can 'l a 
similar scheme be implemented for 
the sugar workers in the "indus-

/
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try? Instead of + .. he so-called 
President making an agreement to 
protect these workers, he signs 
an agreement to protect the em-

. ployers. 
3.10 p.m. 

A worker may be employed for 
45 years in the sugar industry } 

but if bis service is short of 
two d ays be is kicked out and 
nothing given to him. That is 
the kind of agreement this uni­
versity graduate signed on behalf 
of the workers in the sugar in­
dustry 

I 
yet. �"'.rt.ain elements of 

the Opposition protected him in 
t he 1963 strike. But. I want to 
see if they will protect him. when 
the results of the survey being 
conducted by the Labour Depart­
ment a.re lmown. 

I am advocating that dis­
place d sugar wo1·kers should be 
given priority of employment in 
the proposed extension of peasant 
cane-farming. They have built 
the sugar industry and have been 
kicked out, therefore they should 
be given pl iority of employment., 
They should be given special 
priority in Government land set­
tlement schemes because they were 
the pioneers of the sugar indus­
try and oontribtlted greatly to 

· the economy of this country. Due
to th� American boycott of Cuban
sugar the won.ct price of sugar
increased by leaps and bounds,
but what do we see in this coun­
t1·j? The wages and working con­
ditions of workers in the sugar
inciu::;Lry are getting worse every
tlay. What has been done to reme­
dy this grave situation in the
industry?

I compliment thP. Government
for reducing the means test with

respect to old-age pensions ana 
social assistance. In the suga .. 
industry workers with 5 5 years 
service who were given the kick 
receives $1.50 or $2 per week as 
pension. The high est pension 
they received was $3 per week, out 
of which $1 was deduc1.ed for 
the repayment of housing leans. 
This Government has to protect 
those workers who have g iven 
their life-blood to build the 
s�ar industry, by giving them 
gld-age pensions or social assis­
tance. h�at has the recognized 
union done to protect these work­
ers? Not a thing, but property 
was destroyed and lives sacri­
ficed to protect this university 
graduate who is supposed to be a 
trade union leader. He is a sym­
bol of iniquitous agree ments 
[Laugl: ter. J 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time! 

Mr. Hamid (Demerara Ceutral): 
I .move that the hon. Member be 
allowed a further 15 minutes to 
continue his speech. 

Mr. Burnham (Ruim veld t) 
secoQded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Lall: I was saying that 
I must thank the Government for 
reducing the.means te�t and in� 
creasing old-age pensions and 
social assistance, as the result 
of which h�ndreds of old sugar 
workers will benefit. It has 
been said in this House that 
these increases should have been 
made since last year. [Mr. 
Burnham: "Since 1957 11 .J I want 
to say that looting, burning and 
violence in a country always 
reflect not on the bourgeois but 
on the proletariat, the working-



877 Appropriation Bill 10TH JANUARY,. 1964 Budget Debate 878

:lass people. �hat is what is 
happening in British Guiana to­
day. I heard the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North (�1r. Cheeks\ say 
that because "tne P.f.P. has sent 
youths to Cuba and �ussia we have 
racial strife in this country-. 
That is not so. I would say that 
since the capitalist United Force 
!'arty came into being we nave be­
gun ·to have disorders . and strife 
in this country,: When the P.N.C. 
was known at one t ime as the 
Burnhamite factio� of the P.P.P. 
it worked along_s_idP, the Jagan­
i te faction of the P.P.P. for 
four years in the Legislative 
Council, and there were no dis­
orders in this cou.ntry. · But in 
order to  preserve and maintain 
its p.rivi1--eg-e-d- pos iti on the 
Capitalist ,!'arty started to for­
mu.fate plans to destroy the coun­
try and its people. 
3.20 p.m. 

cational centre is running true 
to form and needs no pruning or 
amplification in any part of its 
administration. But education is 
a growing concern and plans for 
its improvement are never com­
p lete , what with the chaotic 
state of primary, secondary and 
higher education in this country 
today. If at le ast we assume 
that the Government's educational 
plan is still in its infancy, 
then it should he right for us to 
conclude that schemes for im­
provement should be expressed in 
this House to the satisfaction, 
or otherwise, of the Members of 
the House. Total silence savours 
o f  disrespect and can not be
tolerated or allowed to go un­
challenged.

The educational reforms now 
being attempted hy the Ministry 

·of Education and Social Develop­
ment are impressive only in so 
far as they hasten to attempt so 

At the.time when we had these many objectives without carefully 
disqrders in the country not one worked out plans for their effec­
m ember of the United Force was tive implementation. In the mat­
hurt, but P.P.P. and P.N.C. mem- -ter of the provision of addition­bers were kil led. Who is the al  school places, the school­wedge? Who ca�e as a wedge be- building programme is far behind­tween the working-class people? band for t,he requirements of the 
The producer of Hanks beer: The ·· s teadily growing population.
truth.hurts. I am appealing to Apart from this, the several new 
my friends, the members of the schools built with Colonial Deve­
U.F. and the P.N.C. to join with lopment and Welfare funds reflect 
th: P.P.P. to weld the people of great discredit on the integrity 
this country together for the of the Government, wld.ch should 
g eneral good or. all. When we re�r�sent all sections of the· 
have a.11 done this, then. we can population at, national level.' No 
say we have done something for fewer than eight out of the nine 
our people and our country. new secondary schools or low-cost 

Mr. Wharton (Abary): In the 
absence in the Budget Speech of 
any mention of what is Govern­
ment's plan for education, I feel 
at liberty to express the opinion 
that Government is perf�ctly sa­
tisfied that its work in t�e edu-

schools have been established in 
the rural areas, while the need 
for primary schools in the large 
urban areas has been studiously 
overlooked. There are thousands 
of children in the Snut,n '1eorge 
town, Ruimveldt and La Penitence, 
area of school age for whom there / 
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is no school provision and for 
whom there is no knO\m plan for 
thelr basic primary schooling, 
while at Black Bush Polder there 
are agingjwhite elephants in the 
form of monstrous buildings which 
are still in need of adequate 
school population. 

Lack of planning has been 
discerned in the inadequacy of 
s chool furniture and school 
equipment for most of t he new 
s eco ndary schoo ls r ecently 
opened. It is a public scandal 
to see these schools opened with 
governmental pomp and pride and 
having lar�t: classes squatting on· 
the floors .. As a result, the or­
g an i z at  ion o f some o f th es e 
schools leaves much to be desired 
as compared with some of the all-

· age schools or better type of
aided secondary schools.

These new schools ought to 
have been organized as mo.dern 
schools in.keeping with-modern 
trends in secondary education, 
r ather  th an as s eco nd-rate 
s econdary schools of which 
neither the Government in power 
nor the Opposition qan be truly 
elated. Although graduate head­
masters have been appoint ed in 
t he new secondary schools, in 
most cases there is a wanton- lack 
of trained personnel to support 
the headmaster in his onerous 
task.: Most of the appointees are 
merely holders of Lµie G.C . .E.. or­
dinary level or advanced level 
certificates with little or no 
experience in teaching and, in 
most cases, with no training 
whatsoever. Modern secondary 
schools, in their organization and 
teaching, ti.emand specially quali­
fied personnel and trained staff, 
but all the evidence points to 

the development of these schools-
) along t�e old traditional lines 

of private secondary schools with 
limited facilities and unquali­
fied staff. 

3.10 p.m. 

If the  rural popula tion 
is to be properly educated, 
Mr. Speaker, we demand equal fa­
cilities for the educatio n of 
child r e n  in rura l areas  as 
for those. in the urba.n areas. 

Mr. Speaker, the attempt to 
extend the curriculUIJ1 of the all­
age schools to include secondary 
subjects in the absence of ade­
quate secondary schools, may be 
considered as feasible and expe­
dient.: But the limitations, sir, 
of secondary education given in 
�he over-crowded all-age schools 
are apparent even to the most un­
tutored in the practice of educa­
tion. What is most distressing 
is the fact that, because of unem...'. 
ployment and poor economic cir­
cumstances, the majority of 
parents of children who attend 
these·schools, are unable to buy· 
the long list of expensive books 
demanded by the wid�r curriculum, 
so that much of what Government, 
with all its good intent�ons, 
sets out to achieve, is naturally 

_defeatBd. 

There is obvious lack of ex­
perience of Education and fore­
sight among those who are chosen 
to advise the Ministry of Educa­
tion in the launching of such a 
vast and varied programme of 
sec on d a r y e d uc  a t  ion  a 1 mos t 
simultaneously without studying 
the practical implementations or 
working out the details. ln 
consequence, Mr. Speaker, there 
is much confusinn as to goals 
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and met hods. This confusion 
xists in tne �inds of tne in­

experienced tea chers who are 
now oeing appointed as supervising 
education officers. 

Mr. Speaker, it is  with re­
sp-ect to the teacher t.raining 
policy that the evidence of lack 
of  caref ul planning and experi­
enced direction is most alar ming.
Government has set out, in its
White Paper of 1963, its long­
term p o licy f or teache rs and
teacher training programme, and
yet, within a matter of months
there-af ter, the Ministry of
Education has made a complete
somersault in the implementation
of t11e teacher training pro­
gramme, merely, as it �ppears,
because of the personality bias
in the administration of the
Ministry of Education.

Already the defects of the 
planning, in the Ministry, for 
teacher·training are being re� 
vealed, for instead of 180 teach­
ers who should have begun in-ser­
vice tr aining in  October last 
year, only 60 odd teachers have 
been enrolled. The reason for 
this is obvious, for Government 
is trying to throw the burden of 
the cost of training, which is its 
own responsibility, on the shoul­
ders of the parents who can ill 
afford the cost of two years of 
further education for their chil­
dren after completing five or six 
years of secondary education. 

What is more indictable on the 
Government is that very few per­
sons f rom the r ural areas of 
Essequibo and Berbice can afford 
to send their children to the 
Government Training College in 
Georgetown owing to the high cost 
of their upkeep, now that the 

Government has unwisely, or per� 
haps callously, abandoned the 
residential facilities at tbe 
make-shif t Training  Coll ege 
building as well as ceased giving 
subsistence allowances to stu­
dents in training. 

It is diff icult to under­
stan d, sir, how a social ist 
Government, with so much rural 
support, can fail to see the need 
for· providing aid -finan_cial and,· 
or res i d ent ial - f o r  these 
student teachers who hail from 
the rural areas. The hard· facts 
are th_at it would be only- by a 
modern miracle that plans for the 
pre-service teacher training can 
be really carried out without 
adequate financial pro vision. 
Besides, the problem is now ag­
gravated by the precipitated and 
thoughtless decision to hand over, 
to an unwilling Guyana Universi­
ty, the difficult probl em of 
teacher training, at its stage of 
infanc-y, when ·it has not yet 
overcome its teething problems. 

The P.N.C. emphatically 
states that the· University of 
Guyana cannoi, at this stage of 
its existence, perfonn the duties 
of the Government Training College 
which has a proud and long tradi­
tion of being able  to produce 
m ore t)lan one of its Principals, 
a Chief Education Officer, sever­
al members of the present staff, 
as. well as Education Officers of 
outstanding calibre. We there­
fore feel that it would be unfair 
to accept the Guyana Faculty of 
Ed ucation, when it is estab­
lished, to serve as an all-pur� 
pose Training College for teach­
ers even within the next decade. 
Sir, it is with much regret that 
this observation must be aired in 
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this House, that self-Government 
has brought in its trend, and 
that various and varied ·forms of 
discr i mi nation exist in the 
public administration and in 
particular, in the Ministry of 
Education and Social Development. 

Firstly, from all reports, 
most decisions in the Ministry 
are made on the advice of the 
favoure d few, and , as A. re­
sult, senior officers of higb 
integrity are hastening to leave 
the Ministry, rather than comply 
with the carrying out 0f d�ci­
sions which savour of partisan 
administration. Secondly, al­
thoug h Go vernment places or. 
the annual Budget, grades and 
scales of salaries for certain 
categories of civil servants, 
those salaries are never µaid� 
but the additional duties which 
go wit h the scales are being 
performed, have to be performed, 
by the officers_concerned. 

3. 40: p.m,

It is regrettable to, say that
the withdrawal of the Bri tish 
Chief Secretary has not brought a 
higher standard of impartiality 
in the -administration of the Min­
i s tries, and the Ministry of 
Education, which ought to set the 
example for the teachers under 
their jurisdiction, is no excep­
tion. We have recently seen some 
of the most glaring irregulari­
ties in the appointment of head 
teachers, deputy head teachers, 
and senior assistants in Govern­
ment schools. The crying need is 
for a truly independent Teachers' 
S ervice Commission, free from 
m inisterial control, on which 
there is equal representation of 

governing bodies on the one hand,-') 
and equal representation of the 
Government-and the British Guiana 
Teac hers' Association on the 
other hand with an unquestionably 
independent chairman acceptable 
to both sides. It would, indeed, 
r eflect great credit on the Min­
istry of Education if -- [Mr. 
M ann : "You are reading y our 
speech._''] - every compromise with 
the governing bodies is made to 
establish the proposed honesty of 
purpose of the Ministry in carry­
ing out its educational pro­
grammes without partisan aspira­
tions. 

In the-matter of Technical 
and Agricultural Education , -­
[Mr. Mano: 11 Stop reading your 
speech! Do you have the Speak­
er's permission to read it?''] -­
is it not time that the Gover�­
rnent Technical Institute.issue 
its own.certificates? Have we 
trained enough people to be able 
to carry on w hen independence 
comes? I shall make one sentence 
with regard to the Agricultural 
Station at Mon·Repos, and say 
that things do not seem to be 
going right there. ,

With regard to the University 
of Guyana, this Government:feels 
that the content of the teaching 
at the University of the West 
Indies is unrelated to the needs 
of Guyana. It has, therefore, 
es tablished a University o f  
Guyana, and is making efforts to 
produce a Guyana Certificate-­

[Interruption .. J -- on the same 
level as the_College of Precep­
tors, or the G.C.E., but exotic 
appearances are still slavishly 
adherred to. What has become of 
the energies and abilities of 
those who have laboured to pro­
du ce the Cu rri culum Guide? 
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�Mr. Manh. Stop reading your 
SQeech. "] Could not the energies 
of those people be harnessed in 
order to produce a Guyana Certi­
ficate Examination? ls it not 
true that there is a back�ard 
cl as s at the  Univ ersity of 
Guyana? I should like the hon, 
M inister to answer my question 
when �e replies. You will find 
stuaents there who have gained 
entrance under the category known 
as "matured students". rhis Uni-· 
versity of nuyana is of doubtful 
utility to the present population 
of Guyana. Of course there are 
universities and universities. 

The P.N.C. wants to see voe� 
tional schools going up for those 
who want to  make use- of t h e  
grammar-type .secondary schools. 
The P.N.C. wants to see adult 
education set in motion, and it 
wants to be sure that it will be 
easy to find a Guianese who is so 
educated that he can become the 
Priv.ate Secretary to the hon. 

�Premier, or the editor of the 
Alirror. 

The Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Education and 
Social Dnelopaent (Mr. Mann): I 
think it was William Pitt who ob­
served that it is better that age 
be imputed to one as a regret 
than to be ignorant in spite of 
experience. I have listened to 
two teachers in this House: one 
read his speech, and he would 
have done well to imitate the 
other one. [Hon. Members (Oppo­
:5ition): 11We cannot hear him."] 
So far as my contribution to the· 
debate is concerned, I want to 
limit my observations merely to 
the remarks made in respect of or 
against the Ministry of Educa­
tion. Some of these accusations 

levelled are, to my mind, serious 
indeed, and I intend to r1dute 
them with as much vehemence as I

have. [Hon. Members (Opposi­
tion): "Speak louder.:''] 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon. 
Members are finding it difficult 
to hear you. 

Mr. Mann: I am not motivated 
to shouting

! 
and lam sorrr, 

[Mr. Jordan: 11 He can  speak 
louder than that.:"] The hon. Mem­
ber for Georgetown-North (Mr. 
Cheeks) told us that our aims in 
the field of primary and· second­
ary education are incomposite, 
and they propose to include 
50,000 children. I want. to con­
gratulate him on th.is obser­
vation. '£he provision· for some­
thing mo1e than kinde rgarte n 
education in this country was set 
out in the Government Is White 
Paper which was presented to this . 
Assembly early last year. That 
document was prepared.by the Min7 

istry of Education, and the pro­
posals contained therein involved 
a tremendous amount of expendi-, 
ture, the magnitude of which we 
are yet unable to provide. 
3.SO p.m.

ln many countries specialized 
training in kindergarten educa­
tion is provided for teachers who 
are skilled· in the techniques of 
visual education and child wel­
fare, because they are not only 
teachers but also responsible for 
the welfare of the child, there­
fore they require intensive spe­
cialized training in order to 
make themselves extremely diffi­
cult to obtain. Nevertheless, I 
congratulate the hon. Member on 
his acumen. 

The hon. Member for George­
town North however observed that 
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1n spite of the number of free 
places provided in the secondary 
schools t11ere is still a tremen­
dous gap to be covered. If my 
memory serves me correctly, in my 
day at s chool there were 12 
scholarships provided. In 1953 
·this number was increased to 24
and subseq_uently increased to �6. 
To date the number of free places 
provided is in the vicinity of 
300. What the hon. Member ou�ht
to have observed is the cumula­
tjve effect of the liberal policy
encompassing a greater number of
children rather than to observe
the- abuses. There is still a
great deal to be done.

Then the hon. Member for 
Georaetown North went  on to 
attack Government for attempting 
to throw �ops at the Association 
of Masters and Mistresse� in 
order to absorb the schools now 
in private hands. I am giving 
this.as my studied opinion, �hat 
the Associ�tion of Masters and 
Mistresses i� one of the most 
:.. ... c,-:.,t1.ni and reactionary organi­
zatj ens: in this country. It ren:.... 
ders u·nto teachers, children _ano_ 
parents alike a tremendous dis­
service.· We have circulated our 
proposais to the Association 

___ 'rltey sent us a list of question�, 
�nd I a m  going to show the 
measure of scholarship which in­
spired those questions. Included 
&,mon�st the questions wHh re­
spect to Government's proposals 
to take over those schools is 
Question No. 'i9 - Watchman. "Can 
hjs s e rvices be ret ained?" 

1l1en the Association fails to 
come to terms with itself it can 
hardly expect to come to terms 
with anybody else. As I told 
officers of my Ministry, if I had 

to deal with this questionnaire T
) would scrap it and send it bach 

for t he Associati on to  send 
something intelligent.: The .\sso­
ciation of Masters and Mistresses 
has failed first of all to con­
vene a comprehensive meeting to 
discuss the proposals in respect 
of th e new a rrangement for 
secondary schools. The result 
was obviously to circularize in­
dividual schools asking them to 
react to GovP.rn.meut's proposals. 
� othe r w ords. what �t has 
UGne js to reveal the internal 
contradictions and squabbles in 
publi c. The Catholics and the 
Lutherans are concerned �bout 
certain things while the private­
ly run �choolr, including Central 
H igl1 School anti. the Tutorial High 
School, want some thin� el!':e. One 
of the questions reads something 
like Hi.s: 11Will non-gradua+.e 
headmastefs- a nd deputy he arl­
masters be paid on tl1e same scale 
as graduates?" 1. admire the con­
cept of social ecwality. 

We have offered the conces­
sion of a substantial reduction 
of the fees now paid by parents 
to these Government-aided second­
arv schools. In many cases they 
ex;eed $30 per term, and we have 
!:)reposed that they be reduced to 
$20 per term in keeping with our 
objectiv e of provi ding free 
secondary education. I may �ote 
in passing that the fees at the 
new Government secondary schools 
are a mere $10 per term. We also 
p repose to enhance t}1e conditions 
of service of teachers at the 
Government-ai ded schools. What 
do we find? Parents, on the one 
hand, are willing to accept thes� 
proposals. So far as they are 
concerned their considerations· 
are limi ted to the choice of 
bread and butter. Teacbers, on 
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the other hand, in t.he main are 
willing to accept enhanced condi­
tions of service, but the reac­
tionary Association of Masters 
anu Mistresses, a body of lag­
garJs and reactionary old women 
noted for insular or individual 
conflicts, centred its proposals 
in •lUP.stions of conflicts to 
the Government measures -conflicts 
of schools like Central liig� and 
Tutorial High School, etc. �:nt a 
shJQle constructive suggestion or 
one single reaction or schedule 
of amendments was submitted to 
1.l1e proposals which we have set 
out. The result is that the worl{ 
of the Ministry is impeded and 
thru�� into confusion because no­
body could make sense of the 
c],urade from the Associa.ticin. 

Sit ting sm;pended at 4 p. m. 

4.32 p.m. 

rJn reswnption - -

Mr. Mann: Before the aJ­
.i rrnrnment was taken I '-'11:: COtfl­

mcnting on the reaction to the 
proposals in  respect t,, Uii:­
Government-aided schools, �nd J 
was observing that the reply put 
up in the form of a q_uestionnr�i.r,.:! 
by the Association of Masters a.nJ 
Mistresses displayed the rneni h l 
untidiness which one would hu.rdlv 
assoc iate with a trade union of 
teachers. So far as I a.in con� 
cerned the question is quite s:: '11-

ple. If the present Governmcnt­
�ided schools wish to remain as 
instiL utions preserving thefr own 
laws, the ir own tr ad iLi ons, 
their own characters, their O\l'n 

standards, let them keep their 
schools. If they wish to be con­
sidered as national institutious 
properly administered along lines 
of policy defined by Government 
in co-onP.r:aH.n-.,,.,.;tb:professional 

men i thi5 field, then let them 
be absorbed into a system of 
national education. 

\s I said, so far as 1 am 
concerned, so long as they wish 
to keep themselves as separate 
�nd distinct entities, let them 
keep their integrity, let them 
keep their standards and we ketl' 
the grants. rhe money would be 
profit,ably used to provide new 
secondary schools, granted at a 
slow rate, but a rate which we 
hope to accel�rate as additional 
funds become available.· The COlll­

petition which we will shower 
upon them in terms of rates of 
fees, in terms of academic stand­
a.rds which we will maintain, will 
be so fierce that they will find 
that far from being the business 
ente:rprises which many of them 
are today, they will become un­
profitable concerns which their 
owners and/or principals will be 
forced to relinquish. Keep them! 
We keep the money. 
I 

If you want lo have a nation­
al.system of education; you come 
in; if you don't want to, get out 
and stay out - so far as I am 
concerned. Continue with your 
half-bake� - [Interruptions J 

r.tr. Deputy Speaker: Order in 
the Galle ry! 

Mr.' Mann: Continue with your 
yo ungsters with G.C.E. in two 
subjects and with the C.P. teach­
ing people for advanced level and 
senior examinations. Continue! 
We keep the cash. Build your 
facilities with fees; raise these 
until you get $100 a terIB. We 
keep the cash. 

This is my attitude and this 
is the attitude I will prevail on 
the Minister to adopt. Thousands 
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of the parents have· been brow­
beaten into paying tribute to a 
deca dent system, in which a 
school is conceived not as a 
social utility, but as a sort of 
business enterprise with greater 
glory anct, of course, profits to 
the owners. Bad standards b e­
cause of bad tuition; bad tutors; 
inadequate provision because of 
great selfishness and conceit. 
If the val.idity. of schools re,st.s 
on anything, it rests on its 
social purpose. A school is not 
a business enterprise and if any­
one wants to open, -as I observed 
once in this House, a little two 
by four place and take.on one hoy 
with tbe C.P. in six subjects and 
two boys with the G.C.E. in three 
subjects and a principal with the 
G.C.E-. in eight subjects or with
an Advanced G.C.E. in one sub­
ject, and call that a school,
keep it; you don't get any grant 
from us. [Mr. Cheeks: 11Your own
supporters do that. '']

As I observed when I quoted 
from the questionnaire, a lot of 
nonsense bas been expressed; big 
teachers parading a lot of rub­
bish and having their squabbles 
i n  public. This comes from the 
Association of Masters and Mis­
tresse-s, t�he previ ous head of 
which resigned because, as she 

-. _expressed in her letter ·of resig­
nation, she was nol forceful 
enough to deal with the Govern­
ment. In other words, she saw 
her role as head of the Associa­
tion of Masters and Mistresses as 
being a sor� of essential anta­
gonist of the Government. She 
has no concept of educational de­
velopment, no concept of the role 
of education in a developing so­
ciety. She was there to �ttack; 
she was not forceful enough so 

s he resigned givi ng way to ) 
Mr. Sancho, whoJ presu mably, 
possess.es the_se qual i ties of 
forceful representation. I do 
not wish to say any more about 
this question. 

The hon. Member for George­
town North (Mr. Cheeks) said that 
Government's programme of school 
building, both at primary and 
secondary levels, was confined 
almo·st exclusively to Georgetown. 
[Mr. Wharton: 110f course not. ''] 
I beg your pardon. I have mixed 
that point up with the point made 
by the hon. 11emoer for Abary 
(Mr. Wharfon). 

4..40 p.m. 

lie observed tha� the Govern­
ment had provided little fa­
cilities for higher- education 
to th e level of th e G.C.E. 
(Advanced) in the rural areas. 
This, sir, is qu ite inaccu­
rate. There are private schools 
in rural areas which are sub­
sidized by Gov�rnment grants. 
For example, Government sub­
ventions pay for the u pke ep 
and salari es of teachers for 
Berbice High �chool, Corentyne 
High School., and, in tbe Esse-

. quibo, the Government has JUSt
constructed a high school which 
caters for the G.C.E. Ordinary 

·1evel and it soon hopes to be
able to pro,·ide facilities to
enable students to obtain the
level of the G.C.E. (Advanced).

Unfortunately, however, the 
question of secondary schools 
constructed by Government is not 
limited to mere considerations of 
finance, and, even though tbe fi­
nancial proportions are neces­
s ary, machine programmes are 
e ssentially vital. There are 
questions of skilled manpowe�· to 



893 Appropriation Bill 10TH JANUARY, 1964 Budget Debate 894

service tnese institutions. The. 
' present rate of augmenting the 

manpower p9ol.is very slow and 
you cannot find teachers. Quite 
often, even -when the school pro­
vides them - ·an!i this is especially 
true for teachers in rural areas­
some of the graduates pref�r 
t� s�ttle in  �eor geto wn� in 
the Pu�lic Ser v�ce, rather 
than veDtUre into the country 
areas to teach. �o that, in addi­
tion to considerations of fi­
nance,· there is -alsb -the vital 
consider_!'l,t_ion of skilled man{!ower 
for servicing these institutions.· 

But what amazes me, sir, is 
the venture of the hon. Member 
within the realm of the Universi­
ty o·f Guyana� its concep"ts and 
its activities. He obse"rved 
that the University of Guyana is 
c ut off from outside. I do not 
h1ow exactly what he u:,eans by cut 
off from outside -- [Mr. Cheeks: 

-��o iffiliation ."J The hon.
MeJT1ber says, from his seat, that
it has DO affiliation; but there
ar� thousands of universities
existent in c ountries of the 
world - Latin America, for ex­
ample - which have no affiliation
with other universities. Coun­
tries have universities to me.et
their ow n peculiar sitnat·1ons. 
�ven the United States is an ex­
ample, because universities were
developed to meet the needs of
particular areas,· particular
states.

I have none of the bigotry
which inspires my hon. Friend for
Georgetown North (Mr. Cheeks) to 
say th at American degrees are
better thaQ British degrees,
or any other degree. But the
.i\rnerican universitjes, a.s I said, 
were developed to meet original
needs, and. therefore, you find
highly spec ialized faculties,
sometimes to the concept of other

t'aculties. The hon. Member, I -am 
willing to bet, has never �et 
foot in an American 1miversity 01

any university in his life -­
[Mr. Cheeks: "You are quite 
wrong, young man. "] - and he is 
willing to participate in a de­
bate about a university. What 
does he know a.bout it? The �ame 
sort of bigotry is what prompts 
�im to say that tbe University of 
Guyana is inferior to the other 
universities .. These colon;ialists 
who get fheir concepts of a uni­
versity from text books or some 
o ther observation, prattle
about and believe that for a
university to be a university, it
must have the same n umber of
faculties, the same traditions,
the same masc ots as the older
u nivers ities i n  Eu r ope a nd
Britain.

The Uni versity of Guyana, 
sir, is itself concerned with the 
question of standardization or 
equality of standards t'or free 
interconrse between u niversities 
to be possible - and this is vi­
tal to the development of t.he 
Oniversj.ty. lt is necessary to 
have exchange personnel of bot.b 
student and staff leve ls. 1'he 
question of establishing the 
s tandards and faculties which 
are not identical to, but which 
equate or are similar to the 
standards which prevail outside, 
i s  obv i ous ly a ques tion of 
tremendous importance. 

. Indeed, at t],e moment, the 
proposal which is being taken by 
the hon. t.he Premier, in his ca­
pacity as leader of the delegation 
at tbe Head of Governments Con­
ference in Jamaica

) 
concerns the 

stand$rdization, in as much as 
this proposal envisages the co­
operation of the University of 
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Guyana with the Umversity of the 
West In dies in respect of an 
examination to Council which is 
to be responsible for the marking 
of examination papers inter alia,
and therefo re, the setting of 
examination papers and the mark­
ing of th em befo re rev amping 
exta.nt syll abuses to meet the 
needs of these new ·examinations. 
obviously with a stronger lr nal 
flavour. 

. I merely make that observa­
tion to establish that the Uni­
versity of Guyana is concerned, 
deeply concerned, in standardiza­
tion of training between itself 
and external in stitutions of a 
simila r nature - as  indeed are 
all universities -and even though 
someone froffl the university at 

. Oxford said that a post-g radu­
ate student of a University of 
lndia had to, once again, revert 
to under-�raduate stG.tus before be 
could w rite for a pa rticular 
field - it is nevertheless, con­
cerned with the question of stan­
dardization. 

The hon. Member then went on 
to criticize the absorption of 
the Government Teacher's Training 
College - -

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time! 

Mr. Cheeks: I beg to move 
that the hon. Member be allowed a 
further 15 minut�s to continue 
his speech. 

Mr. Joaquin (Kitty) seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

4. so- p.m. 

Mr. Mano: The question of
the absorption of the Training 

College with the University of· 
Guyana is something which give�� 
the hon. Member for Georgetownr 
North (Mr. Cheeks) cause f�,r 
alarm. I would have thought fhat 
the development of an Institute 
of Education in a National Uni­
versity was so essential for the 
Universi tv it self that credit 
would.have been given where it 
was obviously due.- On the con­
trary, we have heard baseless and 
totally irrelev�t critici sms 
that since the University itself 
is isolated, then it follows ipso 
facto th at the Institute of Edu­
cation i s  itself isolated. 

A�oth er bon. Member went 
further and said that this ab­
sorption could not profitably 
take place fo.,. another decadP. 
The University Coiiege of  U.e 
West Indies, a.s it was then 
called , devel oped within five 
years of its establishment a pat­
tern of educatinn. an d is sued 
certificates or dip"lomas of edu.­
c�tion to graduates therefrom­
It was formerly the practice that 
students and teachers from t he 
C'.olonies, who wished_to obtain 
profession al degrees in educa­
tion, had to go to some Universi­
ty in a Metropolit an country or 
in Britain in order to do so. In 
ter-ms of time; in terms of ex­
pP.rience; and in tenns of rate­
turnover, I would have.thought 
that this innovation would have 
found the favour of hon. Members 
opposite, particularly those who 
have some so rt of association, 
however obscure, with the teach­
ing profession. It is not true 
to say that the establishment of 
an Institute of Education, i s  a 
retrograde step. On the contr� 
ry, it would be amply true to 
assert that it is one of the most 
progressive steps which could be 
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taken by a University, especi�y, fying it so that the particular 
one which is of such a recent ·Minister can have the option or 
origin. the right nf reply. This kind of 

I do not want to quarrel with 
the hon. Members; I prefer to  
ascribe what they have said tc 
mere ignorance and perversity. I 
would urge hon. Members opposite 
that, in dealing with the deve­
lopment of fledgli ng institu­
tions, they ought. to exhibit some 
sense of historical time. One 
cannot take an undeveloped insti­
tution at a particular time, and 
then make a comparison with deve­
loped institutions either in the 
same country or abroad.' One has 
to summon a sense of histority; 
one must not take a static view 
of i;q.stitutes, but take them in 
the context of historical tillle in 
relationship to what went on be.­
fore, what ,s likely to succeed 
them, and what is likely to hap­
pen in the future. 

Where I take particular um­
brage is when the non. Member for 
Georgetown-North (Mr. Cheeks) 
quite dishonestly - a traditional 
obscurantist - mentioned an in­
stance involving dishonesty with­
out attempting to identify it. 
lle said tha.t some Minister sent. 
somebody for some course, t'he 
Principal of which was reluc­
tant or refused to accept this 
somebody. Thereupon this same 
Minister threatened A.nd/or re­
moved th e cont.roller of the  
course and replaced him by some 
other teacher. He went on to say 
that the new man accepted this 
somebody, and then the course was 
restor ed to the hands of the 
former Principal. In my opinion 
it is not honest for an hon. Mem­
ber to mention an instance in­
volving the dishonesty, or under­
handedness, of an hon. Minister 
of the Government without ident -

intellect.1i.a1 dishonesty gets ns 
nowhers it is not impressive, 
and it harms none of us on this 
side. Why didn't he identify the 
Minister? 

Since he was dealing with 
education, I should hope that he 
does not refer to any one in the 
Department of Education, because 
I would not sit. here and listen 
to anything said against the Min­
ister of Education without making 
the fiercest of  re fu tations. 
Nor, indeed, do I think it is 
fair for the hon. Member to come 
here and attack defenceless offi­
cials of the Ministry of Educa­
tion who have no right of reply 
in public. Jt is a piece of 
cheek, impropriety, a nd ignor­
ance! 

I now want to turn to the re­
marks of t h e  ho n. Member for 
Abary (Mr. Wharton) who is not in 
bis seat at the moment. Some­
times I think that this hon. Mem­
ber has a bee in his bonnet; he 
seems to suffer from some sort of 
persecution complex. The hon. 
Member. is always alleging that 
Government programmes at one time 
or another are unfavourable to 
the rural population. As a re­
sult of that, he made the obser­
vation t.hat, if the 9 secondary 
scho ols recently built by the 
Gover nment were built in the 
r ural areas, things would have 
been different. The position is 
that in Georgetown, both in the 
primary and secondary schools, 
there are a number of vacancies. 
However, the bon. Member says 
that the school-going population 
in Georgetown is catered for am­
ply by the number of primary and 
sepondary schools in the City, 
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whereas the rural areas have not 
had an opportunity in the past to 
enjoy adequate primary or second­
ary educ ation. 

5 p.m. 

schools. GoverDJ1Jent's policy j� 
respect of fees is gradually t_ 
reduce the amounts which are paid 
per tenn until its edu c�tional 
objective of the prov ision of 
free secondary education has been 
accomplished.: Therefore, in the 
fixing of fees the essential con-
sidera ti ons a r e  wha t i s  the I do not think t'he hon. Mem- ·Government's cu rrent financialber should Lak e the opportunity position; and what is the extent 

in this House to make yet ·another of the concession which could be 
allegation against us of discri- made, and there is absolutely no 
m inat ion in the b uilding of attempt to discriminate in the
s econdary schools in the rural fixing of fees for ·Government
a�as. Indeed, in his speech the secondary schools. hon. Member for Georgetown North 
said that the rural population But what was really a shock 
was being. unfairlv treated in re- was when the hon. Member for 

f · · · f ·d · Abary (Mr .  Wharto n) felt that spect o prov1s1on or s.econ ?'ry Gove·rIIJIJent' s educational reform schools, and I agree with him. was t-oo vast and was p roceeding That is why second ary schools �00 far and at ·too fast a pace. 
h ave been constructed for the We ha ve been behind-hand for a 
benefit of people who live in the long time. Education was never 
country districts. [Mr. Clleeks: considered a vital objective of 
11! spoke of quality; he spoke of the old colonial society, and we
quantity".] The hon. Member feel - and no politician dare 
further felt that standards in feel otherwise - that the intel-
the new Gover nment secondary iectual improvement and therefore 
schools are inferior to those in' the so ci al up liftment of the 
the schools which obtain now but, citizen is an essential factor of 
on the contrary, teachers in the so.cial development in modern 
new Government schools are better nationhood.· 
qualified than teacher s in the 
Government-aided schools, and , ·Teachers' complaints· 'fhose 
therefore one would expect, other te�h�rs engaged in i n-s�rvice 
things being equal, the academic training__ who have to go 1n �he 
s tandards at lea.st of t.he new · �fternoo� after scho'?l to receive
G overnment secondar y scboors - instr�1chons complain-that they 
would be superior to those previ.... are t ired after work� a.,nd so'!1e 
ously attained by other secondary say th.ey are too old .. l el�, if
schools. the Gov�rnment h�- to pay t�1bute.

to the perverse id1osyncracies of 
The hon. Member for George­

town North asked me to defend the 
discrimination in fe es.· So far 
as I am aware the fees charged· in 
the new Government secondary 
schools are $10 per term, vis-a­
vis $30, $3j, and in many in­

stances $40 per term in respect 
of the Government-aided secondary 

JJ1.any teachers while recognizing 1 
th� obvious validity of the in...,. #," 
service training course, with its 1objective of at least one year's 
training for teachers by 1970 - - t

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time! 
Mr. Oieeks: I move that the 

hon. Parliamentary Secretary be 
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allowed a further 15 minutes to 
continue his speech. 

Mr. Jordan (Upper Demerara 
River) seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Mann: I was saying that 
if Government were to take heer 
of the objections of teachers en­
gaged in in-servic e training 
courses, that having to go for 
training after school is too 
onerous, we might as well pa.ck up 
and go ho�e. The pre-se rvice 
training co1ll'se, that is the two­
year course, has been extended to 
cater for 180 pupils, and it is 
hardly our fault if, on account 
of the recent strike, the re­
cruLment of students for this 
course was delayed and hampered. 
It.is true that our reforms are 
far�reaching and extensive in 
scope, but in my opinion it is 
better to be blamed for attempt­
ing to do  too much than to be 
bl8.llled for attempting to do too 
little or nothing. We have got 
used to the idea of change rapid­
ly. If any official of any Min­
istry fee ls that the pace o f  
change is too much· for him be is 
quite free to tender his resigna­
tion to 'the Public Service Com­
mission, so that his place might 
be filled by someone with greater 
energy. 

It is not true to sav that 
the Minister or the Ministry of 
Educat ion controls temporary 
appointments of Education Offi­
cers any more than in the sense 
that it is the function of any 
Ministry in the matter of tem­
porary appointments. The Head of 
a D.ep artment has the right to 
make temporary appointments until 
the Public  Service C ommission 
confirms them and makes them perm­
anent. 

There is very little left in- -
either of the speeches, especial-
ly those of the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North (Mr. Cheeks) and 
the hon.· Member for Abary (Mr. 
W.hart on) but r would like to say 
tm behalf of the Ministry of 
Education th at our task of ex­
panding the scope of education in 
a backward country and connnuni ty, 
in which education has been for 
so long neglected, has not been 
easy. It has been a tr�mendous 
strain on officials of the Minis­
try, and I .would like to take 
this opportunity to say that they 
deserve to be ·publicly congratu­
lated. The Ministry of Education 
bas bad to  bear the br unt of 
criticism from teachers and mem­
bers of the public alike on occa-

. sions when policy decisions were 
disagreed with. We do not grudge 
people their right to criticize 
us, but hon. Members opposite 
should learn to accept· and accom­
modate change when change is ne­
cessary and iinevHable

., 
rather 

1nan have.change forcea upon us
all when concessions to change 
would then be robbed of most of 
their ·use·fulne s·s and of their 
grace. 

5.10 p.m. 

We recognize the need for 
change, and we are trying to:van­
guard it so far as education is 
concerned. I wish to give public 
assurance that the hon. Hinister · 
of Educatio� and Social Develop­
ment does not discr iminate �nd 
does not curry favour. Appoint­
ments and promotions are made en­
tirely on  the basis o f  merit 
where the Mi.nistr:y of Educat.ion 
and Social Development exercises 
the prerogative. In some cases 
the-prerogative is exercised by 
other bodies. We are not to be 
blamed for their deviation or 
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their departure from principles 
to 11hich we adhere. We are very 
hard pressed and we would like to 
feel that our  eff o rt s  in t h e  
field o f  education will not go 
unrewarded. It is therefore with 
great conviction that I record my 
confidence in the Budget Speech 
of 1964·. 

Government, conscious of its,re-, 
sponsibilities and its duty to 
its people, l.\'ould. like to- have 
been associated with or to iden­
tify itself wi t h ,  and w h a t  
strikes me i s  that ·this Govern­
ment actually attempted to com­
pare - in fact, compared t he_ Bud­
get for 1964 with trat of 1963". 'l'o
my mi nd, a balanced Budget in 
this context should be one which 
sets out to provide - and l un-

Mr. Merriman (La �enitence- derscore t hese words - an e/­
Lodge): This is Budget tll11e when fici·ent administration and fur­
all t he people of Guiana are en- . nishes the services required by 
titled to be told by the Govern- the workers of the ·entire coun­
ment what is being provided for trv, so that these services flow 

. them. This. is. not a ques�ion of with such uniformity as to bene­
court esy; it is a qu:st1o n  of fit everyone whether he lhes in 
duty. The Government is to tell the town or in a rural district, 
the pe ople what it intends to because th ese peuple are all 
provide for welfare and we ll- citizens and will have collec­
being with money extracted from .tively to meet the expenses which 
them, and t o  tell t hem to wh�t are involved extent they wip benefit from the 
self-denial tbey will be called The modern practice in �re-
upon to make. In other �rds, in senting a Budget is. to take into the final analysis, it is a time accoun.t the ability to secure 
when the people can balance in loans, the ability to obtain help 
their minds tbe benefits against and assistance to foster develop>­
their self-den�al. ment in one I s country, and par­

We are ·told, with great con­
ceit, by the hon. Minister of 
Finance that· he presented a ba­
lanced Budget for 1964, which, he 
states, will be a tax-free year. 
He has laid so much emphasis on 
the word 11balanced II tha"t one can 
readily see the \ford in inverted 
commas. He has likened this Bud­
get to that of 1963. One recalls 
what flowed from the 1963 Budget. 
The memory of those events is so 
buried in our minds that one 
hardlv l o ngs to rel ive 'that 
period, It has been a period of 
economic stagnation and develop­
mental curtailment; it has been a 
period of convulsion and a period 
of resentment. In fact, it has 
been suc h a p er i o d  t h a t  no 

ticularly is this necessary in 
British Guiana which has at all 
times been a colonial territory. 

5.20 p.m. 

These are absolute requi�ements 
if Guiana'mJst_find jts place, 
which it is entitl ed to, in the 
world, but not only to satisfy 
the world, but to satisfy its own 
people. Th ere is an increasing 
demand in' an increasing popula­
tion. There are many require­
ments, m any things which are 
ne eded, not as luxuries, but 
which are essential to command 
the literacy·needs .  To meet 
the literacy_and to meet tran­
sport n€e ds .  And when one 
seeks to obtain such loans, or 
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as�astance, or help, it is cer­
tainly without any strings at -
tached - as one is accustomed 
to hearing· these- days - without 
attempting to endanger our free­
dom or our sense of pride and 
integrity, and, above all, our 
political independence. 

In other words, in Guiana to­
day, whenever a Budget· is to be 
presented, one must see a pro­
gramme or provisions made in 
wbich all the people will bene­
fit, and l want to underscore 
all of the people, not a section, 
a part, an area, or a �olitical 
segment of the population. \'/hat 
is done in a Budget must be done 
to benefit all the people of 
Guiana. It must give to all of 
them that sense of secur.ity. 

We know, in the cont �xt of 
Guiana, about the unequal dis­
tribution of land .  A Bud get 
proposal should have a prqgranune, 
to m y  mind, that w1lr gi ve 
the assurance that the unequal 
distribution of land will come to 
an end - whether the land or the 
produce of the land - that it. will 
c ease, a n d, in the overa ll. 
p attern, one would see real 
equality of opport unity for 
a l l Guianese. Mr.  �peaker, 

;while it is said that roli­
tics is the art of impossible 
a chievement�, such achieve­

, m ents are not im possible  
Any one that- sets out· intelli­
gently and convincingly to give 

, service to this community can do 
so1 I would say, readily and easi­
ly, but there- must be the sincere 
desire and consciousness, and 
�ove al l, as I said before, 
there mu st be the intelligent 
applic ation to the p roblems, 
which, unfortunately, 1 must say, 
has shown itself completely re­
moved from this Budget and from 
what has been discussed both at 

the presentation of the B�dget '­
and by the support which has been\'/.,
given to the Budget on the sid� •. 1

of the Government. 

What is rather pathetic about 
this whole matter is that, rather 
than attemptiug to justify its 
presence, rather than attempting 
to at least earn the money which 
it is being paid, the Government, 
which should provide for tbe·wel­
fare and well-being of the people 
of Guiana, - if 1 may read a sen­
tence somewhere - demonstrates 
irresponsible leadership in all 
spheres and at all levels of its 
activities. 'l'he members of the 
Government seek to place their 
failure at the foot of the mem­
bers of the Opposition. 'And they 
do not end it there, Mr. Speaker. 
They put them in concubinage with 
the Fascists, the foreign con­
spirators, and the Imperialists. 

Mr.· Speak�r, what .is �ssuring 
to the people of Guiana is this: 
they have been able to aemon­
strate such indomitable strength 
in  their resentment of this 
Government, that they have been 
able to prove that the· overwhelm­
ing majority of the people of 
Guiana are totally against what 
the P.P.P. is attempting to do to 
B.G. ·- and l want to underscore 
the word overwhelmin� majority. 

Mr. Speaker,. one . h as to 
look at th"is because it is their 
inherent right. In the final 
analysis, it is the people that_ 
matter, and it is the majority of 
people that matter more, and, in 
spi�e of the bemoanings of the 
Government, l am certain today -
not like yester- year - that the 
vo,ice of the majority,- and the 
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overwhelming majority - of people 
,of Guiana, is being heard and 
i!:> known. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I think 
this is an appropriate time to 

actj ourn. . 'l'b� fiouse will \n��-ad 
journ until Wednesday, 15th Ju-
uary, 1%4, at 1.30 p.m. 

Adjourned .accordingly at 
5.30 p. m. 




