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B
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Leave to Meubers
Mr. Peputy Speaker: Ion.

Members, the hon. Premier has
asked for lzave from the 11th
January for a period of about
three weeks.

2.10 p.m.
PUBLIC BUSIMESS

APPROPRIATION BILL
BUDGET DEBATE

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The
Assembly will now resume the
debate on the Motion for the
Second Reading of the Bill inti-
tuled: ". 4 Ordinance to appro-
priate the supplies granted in
tke current sessior of the Legis-
lature.” When we adiourned, the
Member for Georgetcwn North
(Mr. Cheeks) was on the Floor.

Mr. Cheeks(Georgetown North)
rose — —

YMr. Deputy Speaker: ] think
it might be appropriate if we
ask for a Motion to extend
your time to a further 15 min-
utes.

Mr. d'Aguiar' (Georgetown
Central): I beg to move that the
hon. Member be given a further 15
minutes to continue his speech.

Mr. Whartoa (Abary) seconded.
Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Cheeks: 1 have now
reached a point where I-must say
a few words on Govermment's edu-
cation policy. 1 observe, sir,
that the Government has increased
the approoriations for this cur-
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rent year by around $1.6 mi “on
leaving out the sum allocated
for the Sorital Assistance De-
partment. When 1 examine the
various areas where it bhas
added and swbtracted, 1 have come
to the conclusion that the educa-
tion policy is, undoubtedly, in
the hands of a group of wild men.
In fact, iz the midst of the
darkness, the only glimmer of
lightthat I have seen is in the

"decision which it bhas made to

make secondary education free. I
do not think much of the manner
in which it is doing it, but
of the fact of its having made
the decision. I wiil ra=- *g
that in due course.

Now, there are abont 135,040
children at present in the
schools which are mow called "all
age" - they used to be called
ordinary ;rimary schools -and, in
spite of that, 1| noticed, a few
days ago, that a Government
spokesman admitted that there
were still abont £0,000 places
needed in these schools. 1 am
certain that that spokesman did
not include the other HQ,000
children for whom Govermment has
never made any provisicn, nor
bhas it ever made any provision
for the children who are in the
age groaup between 3 and 5.

“Mr. Mann: "Careful! Careful!']
Now, from previous statements

made by Govermment Ministers,
they do appreciate the imporfance
of that age Im the educational
life of the child. In fact,
modern educators have come to the
conclusion that, all over the
world where education courses are
studied, st that age, the treat-
ment which a child gets, de-
termines the child's general
attitude towards learning,
maybe unconsciously, later
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[Mr.
on in life. [Mr. Mann: Where did
you get that from?"] The Member
who 1s asking where 1 got this
from should look at Iast year's
White Paper and ask his Minister
where he got it from.

CHEEKS ]

I am suggesting, sir, that
the fact that this groupiof chil-
dren is neglected, is the reason
why, out of a potential number of
about 30,000 children who reach
the Standard IV in the public
schools, only about 7,000 of them
are of the grade to write the
tommon kntrance examination,
and out of that 7,000, only
a few hundreds qualify. That
means that out of a potential
body of 30,000 children who reach
the grade where they should be
stepping over to hegin secondary
work, there are only a few hun-
dreds who qualify. [Mr. Benn:
"Tt used te be 12.7]

1 am suggesting that the main
reason for this is the continued
neglect of the Govermment to pay
any attention at all to the age
group between § and Hh and, what
is most alarming, with all its
plans and with all the money it
is spending. and with all it is
talking and boasting, the state-
ments it made in its White Paper
suggesting that its kindergarten
work be left to private;enter-
prise, nothing has been changed.
In spite of that, the policy is
one of failure. 1t is costing
the Govermment quite a lot, it is
costing the country quite a lot.
1f the members .of the Government
were to examine the statistics,
which show a few paltry hundreds
out of about 30,000 children who
reach the grade of the Standard
IV qualifying for secondary work,
they will get an idea of the
waste which is taking place.
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2.20: p.m. .

Now, I repeat that merely
transferring these children to a
secondary school cannot really
achieve anything of importance.
The Government was warned before
that, on account of the economic
condition,of the country, the
childrens' parents would not be
able to buy hooks for them. We
have had the spectacle of many
of the meagre few hundred chil-
dren who have qualified for
secondary education at the common
entrance examination having to
return to the All-Age Schools
because their parents did not
have the money to buy books for
them.  There are cases where many
of them have not been able to buy
a single book. If the Govermment
wants to make secondary education
free so that it will mean some-
thing, it must reduce its expen-
diture on P.P.P. propaganda and
divert some of the funds which
are being wasted into useful
channels that will bring divi-
dends in the future.

As regards secondary educa-
tion, I should like to refer to
the question of school fees. 1
cannot understand the policy of
this Govermment, which is dedi-
cated to the abolition of class
discrimination in the payment of
school fees. Some Government
schools are charging $27.50 per
term.. In the Government second-
ary schools on the new sites the
fees are $10 per term.. In the
Government-aided schools, which
are now to be Government schools
if the Government's plan is to be
put into effect, the fees are $20
per term.. What is the reason for
this discrimination? Can't the
Government realize that this sort,
of thing will institutionalise a
distionction in the schools and
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therefore in society? If 1t
wants to remove this, how can it
do so by introducing other
grades? 1 wonder whether the
Government realizes that such a
state of affairs must cause con-
fusion and dissatisfaction?

All schools bave not yet
accepted Government's proposals,
and ] understand that the resson
is that the Govermment wants to-
tal control over appointments of
the staff, general policy, choice
of subjects, and so on. In fact
it seeks to make schools Govern-
ment schools overaight - schools
which had been receiving Govern-
ment grants and serving the pub-
lic for many years, and the
Government now wants to take them
over. The Government has made
this offer, at a time when it be-
lieves that the Election is
around the corner, in an effort
to bring parents on its side. -

A sop is given to the teach-
ers in this manner: the Govern-
ment says that it wants to make
the teacher's job secure. I am
of the opinion that the teachers
will, eventually, accept the
Govermment's offer, but it can be
assured that many of them will
not sacrifice the principles for
which they came into existence,
They have seen the trap which the
Government has laid for them;
they have seen the real purpose
behind the Government's policy,
which is linked to the removal of
the grants which were given to
Voluntary Youth Organisations:
the Girl Guides, the Boy Scouts,
the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., Club-
Land, Boys' Brigade, and so on.
Up to last year certain grants
were given to these organisa-
tions. Now the Govermment's aim
is to make them apply to ihe
National Youth Council, which is
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just an off-shoot of the P.P.P.
It is saying: If you want these
grants which you used to get you
must came to the P.P,P. and do
what it wants done. Now we come
to the question of religion.
Hon. Members (Government):
"Shame! "] Unless the Govermment
had some ulterior motive, it
would not have removed the gramts

for these voluntary organisations
and made it necessary for them to

go to a P.P.P. organisation to
apply.

I shall now refer to the
question of higher education in
British Guiana. [An hon. Member
(Government): "What do you lmow
about it?"7] Before I refer to the
University of Guyana, 1 would
like to ask the Government if it
does not think it advisable to
provide some place in the country
districts where children may re-
ceive higher education? Is it
the Government's aim that higher
education should be confined to
Georgetown? Can't the Government
select some of its new secondary
schools and arrange for children
from surrounding areas, possibly
from other secoadary schools in
the country who have qualified
for higher education, to proceed
to advanced level work in their
own area? That would save parents
in the rural areas the ex-
pense of sending their children
te Georgetown in order to enter
advanced classes ‘o do advanced
work.

1 shall now deal with the
University of Guyana. In an un-
developed territory a nuniversity
cannot develop if it is cut off
from world standards and isolated
from the majin streams of human
knowledge. If that were possi-
ble, then Queen's College, St.
Stanislaus' College, and Bishops
High School could issue degrees.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time!

The Parliamentary Secretary
to the Ministry of Education and
Social Development (Mr. Mann): I
beg to move that the hon. Member
be given 15 minutes to complete
his speech.

Mr. d'Aguiar seconded.
Question put, and agreed to.
2.30 p.m.

Mz, Cheeks: If it were so
then Queen's College, St. Stanis-
Laus, the Bishops' High School
and other schools mav have been
able to issue their own degrees.
Books alone and teachers alone
cannot make a university, and
what is more, there are universi~
ties in America from which one
can get (I am quoting) a "B.A.
Ice Cream” or a "B.A. Basket-
Meking". But such universities
are not recognized even in their
own country. If you establish a
school of higher learning, the
so=~called University of Guyana,
and 1t is completely isclated
from the modern streams of
thought, epart from a few books
and a few lecturers, you are
making of those students who pass
through its doors nothing more
than mental prisonmers. In fact
they woula also be social prison-
ers, because the qualifications
aud degrees which may be confer-
red upon them will have no cur-
rency outside the borders of this
country while this Goverament is
in power,

That is not what an unde-
veloped territory which is seek-
ing help from ocutside wants, a
country with a small population
of AN0.000. A few weeks ago in a
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conversation with the Premier b~
told me how insignificant and un-
economical our population is. He
pointed out to me that the smal-
lest economic wnit should consist
of about 10 million people. He
recognizes that, but in the realm
of education he has established a
university cut off from all
sources which is fed from a popu-—
latiou of A00,000. What a con-
tradiction! I am not certain if
Government has put a certain plan
into effect yet, but it is pro-
posed to convert the Government
Training College for teachers in-
to an Institute of Education of
the Guyana University. Hitherto
all those persons who graduated
from the Govermment Training Col-
lege and who received certifi-
cates were recognized abroad -
anywhere, The certificate had
currency. but if the Training
College is to be an offshoot of
the University of Guyana, and
that so-called University of
Guyana is to be isolated from all
other institutiouns of learning,
it is quite clear that nothing
that issues from it will be re-
cognized in the outside world.
Perhaps the Government intends
that all it needs is for such
certi ficates to be recognized
here, and wheu we bear in mind
that the foreign Govermnments
which this Government admires do
not permit people to emigrate, it
would be the means of forcing the
best qualified persons to remain
n this country. The Premier
himself recognizes the need for
regional co-operation, yet in the
realm of education, which is one
of the most important fields of
human activity, he discards that
principle.

As T wind up I would ask the
fovernment to avoid incidents
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like that which took place at the
Government I'raining College where
the Principal was given certain
instructions as to the gquality
and gualifications of persons to
be enrolled for a certain course.
Somebody applied to be admitted
t¢ the course but the Principal
refused the application because
the applicant did not have the
qualifications. The person, I am
informed, was sent by the Minis-
ter of Kducatinn, and the Minis-
try decided to take the control
of the course out of the hands of
the Principal. of the College. It
is u most immoral act. [r. Ram
Karran: "Give the facts. Don't
stand there and lie".7] The per-
son into whose hands the Ministry
put, the control of the course ad-
mitted the applicant who did not
qualify for admission. Subse-
quently the Ministry decided to
transfer the control of the
course back into the hands of the
Principal of the College. [Mr.
Mann: "What course?™] What re-
spect can the public have for a
Government that would stoop to
such crude dodges?

My next observation is of a
more general nature, and that is
the question of the appointment
of Education Officers to the Idu-
cation Department. It is known
that this is the function of the
Public Service Commission, but
the snag is that the Ministry of
Fducation has the power to ap-
point teachers, maybe head-teachs
ers or assistant teachers, who
may have qualified, to act in the
Education Department as Education
Officers. The Ministry does not
have to refer such appointments
to the Public Service Commission,
but when the time comes for per-
monent appointments to be made
and the Public Service Commission
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interviews the applicants, even
if there are other applicants who
are better qualified. the person
who had been acting in the pest
for overhaps 18 months is naturals
ly given the job. There is now a
Committee to deal with acting
appointments, no doubt because of
the noisy protest made by members
of the Opposition.

When the Parliamentary Secre-
tary replies to the criticisms

.which have been made here I hope

he will tell the House if the
grants-in-aid to the All-Age-
Schools which were passed for
payment, and which have been en-
tered as paid for 4he year 1963,
have in fact been paid. During
my brief comments on the Budget
I have raised certain points
which I hope will have relevance
for a long time. So long as this
country is faced with a crude de-
dicat=d totalitarian rule by a
sizeable group it will be neces-
sary for us to bear in mwind all
these points. In this Budget
Speech the Minister of Finance
has not used the word "socialism"
even once; quite a contrast to
last year's Budget Speech and
that of the year before, but more
particularly last year's in which
it was made guite clear that the
wonderful change to the ideal of
socialism would convert British
Guiana into a land of milk and
honey.

2.4G p.m.

They have not done so this time.
It makes me wonder whether they
are trying to influence the
British Labour Party which is not
now using the word "Socialist™",
but calls itself "British La-
bour". It may be because the
idol of the Party in Cuba has re-
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[(Mr.
versed his policy of nationalisa-
tion of land in order to boost
production of sugar, or it may be
because the policy of economic
planning in Russia according to
socialist theories has caused the
rate of economic growth to drop
to 2.H per cent per annum, waking
it clear that by 1972 the produc-
tion in the United States will be
double that of the Soviet Union
even if the Union continues in-
creasing at the present rate.

CHEER S]]

I do not kmow what their rea-
sons are, but it may be that they
have begun to see the light and
are changing. Inasmuch as those
who suppnrt the Government con-
stitute a sizeable section of the
population, we cannot count with-
out them. Tf they have begun to
see the light and are turning
from their evil ways, it meaps
that this count ry has a peaceful
and possibly a prosperous future
in store for it.

Mr. Lall (Corentyne-West):
Criticisms of the Government by
Members of the Opposition are
baseless and without foundation.
Opposition Members are critici-
zing the Government for instabil-
ity and chaos which they them-
selves have created. They have
organized violence and disorder
in this country and while their
misguided supporters were taking
part in violent and disorderly
behaviour some of these same un-
scrupulous Jeaders were drinking
brandy, produced in the Upited
States, at an hotel in Camp
Street.

The hon. Member for George-
town-North (Mr. Cheeks) criti-
cized the Government for not im-
nlementing many schemes which
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ere included in the Budget fo-
1968. But, from which source is
the Government to obtain the
money when these agents of the
United States of America help to
create disorder in this country
and shatter its economy? Their
plan was exposed at various times
in several newspapers. 1 have
with me a copy of the Mirror of
22nd December, 1463, which car-
ries this heading, "Yankee inter-
vention - MCRE CHAOS IN THE
MAKING"®., I quote:

“fFresh and startliug
evidence nf U.S. intervention
in the British Guiana Trade
Union Movement of this coun-
try has rz-omtlv come to hand
from our Washington Corre-
spondent,

“He reports that on tae
29th of August, a meeting was
held in Washington of Trade
Upnion and C.I.A. elements at
which top level strategy for
toppling the Government of
British Guiana was knocked
into shape.

“The strategy was later
codified in a set of guide
lines which has been issued
from Washington and delivered
personally to two persons.
One 1s a top local Trade
Unionist, the other is an
American Trade Unionist in-
creasingly well-known to
local Trade Unionists.

“This paper has their
names and will disclose them
in due course, so that suita-
ble action can be taken
against them,

““We have been able to
get a part of the document
1ssued from Washington .and we
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are printing it below. All
Guianese and especially Trade
Unionists should ponder this
document well.

“They should cut it out
and keep it. This document
is a blue-print for disaster
and disorder. It is a blue-
print for racial strife.

“It could be the cause
unless you think well and act
wisely of many deaths and
much poverty in the months

ahead.

“Says the document from
Washington.

““Keep then on the de-
fensive. They are on the re-

treat, keep them on the re-
treat.”

“They must be more con-
cerned in pleasing the oppo-
sition than the people who
voted them into power.

“Do not allow them to
formulate and follow any
clear-cut policy. Attack,
attack all the time. Keep
them on the defensive until
the time of election when
they will find themselves
surrounded by unfulfilled
promises to the electorate
.and .their opportunity.to use
their present position of
State Power to gain unbridled
popularity gone down the
river of no return.

*Start labour trouble
at the B.G. Rice Marketing
Board and let it culminate
into a colony wide programme
of obstructive and destruc-
tive assault on the govern-
ment.
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1. Demand wages which they
cannot pay. Exploit the dis-
united administration of the
Rice Marketing Board.

2. Undermine the manage-
ment.

3. Talk of the idle work-
ers penalizing the conscien-
tious ones.

4. Play on the grievances
of the sincere workers who
have struck (sic) to them
all through the crises.
Tell them of the ingratitude

.0f the Board. Favouritism in

employing Muslims. God
Fatherism.

And the re-employment
of the trouble-makers and
hooligans through fear and
spinelessness of their poli-
ticians.,

5. Tell them that those
who make the most trouble get
the best concessions.

6. When the Board 1s idle
from its very nature of being
seasonal draw the attention
of those who are working hard
to those who are idle and
vice verse (sic). Tell ethe
1dlers how who are at work
are seucially (sic) favoured.

Play on the Govern-
ment's fear of criticism,
Make them throw their best
plans overboard.

When you hit at the
SBoard you hit at,the Govern-
ment once it is red domi-
nated.

Carry out plans on
identical lines as before."



871 Appropriation Bill

MMg. Larr]]

2.50 p.m.

Your Honour, in the second to
last paragraph here, it 1is
stated: "Make them throw their
best plan overboard." It is
obvious that when this Govern-
ment formulates a plan, it
is formulated for the welfare and
the benefit of the people of this
country. [Interruption.’]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order in

the Galdery, please.

Mr. Lall: If there are
irresponsible elements in our
society, trying to overthrow
these good plans that the Govern-
ment has formulated, then who
will remain to suffer? It is
obvious - the people of the coun-
try - and, most of all, it would
be the working-class people, be-

cause these agents of the United
States of America, whe are
planning and formulating these
disorders, are wealthy, and
they are exploiting the pov-
erty of the working-class peo-
ple of this country, whose
blood they were sucking all
along.

_Your Honour, they have - es-
pecially the United Force -~ their
agents who they planted in the
Trade Union Movement of this
country. You can spot them;
one of their executive mem-
bers is Mr. Richard Alexander
Ishmael. [Mr. Joaguin: "That is
your boss."] It is obvious that
they have to protect that beloved
member of theirs. Although he is
being called a trade umnion
leader, he can only lead the peo-
ple over Radio Demerara. I defy
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them to advise this trade union
friend of theirs to go to th

people he 1s supposed to repre-
sent. [Mr. Cheeks: "Cuban guns
from the P.Y.0. in the shadows."]
If he wants to speak to them,
Your Konour, he does so over
B.G.B.S. and Radio Demerara, but
the time is coming now when he
will be exposed.’

1 would like to quote from
the Budget Speech of the Minister
of Finance about what is going
on in the sugar industry. Page
18, second paragraph:

"In the sugar industry,
for example, production in-
creased from 174,227 tons 1in
1949 to 334,441 tons in 1960.
But while production nearly
donbled, employment trends
moved in the opposite direc-
tion and dropped by some 27
per cent - from 28,184 per-
sons employed to 20,480 dur-
'ing the same period - because
of technological changes, in-
cluding mechanization. With
a marked reduction in the in-
put of labour, therefore,
output was greatly increased,
its value jumping from $44.5
mn. 1n 1952 to $60.75 mn. in
1960.”

Your Honour, although the
production of sugar nearly
doubled, we had a 27% decline
of the labour force in the
industry. What has the Trade
Union Movement dome to remedy
this situation? 1t is ob-
vious that the Trade Union
Movement in the industry should
not only look for better wages
for its mwembers but it should
also look forward to guaranteed
employment for its members.
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3 p.m.

The, so-called recognized
union has done nothing to re-
medy this unemployment situ-
ation in the sugar industry.
Every year the labour force in
the sugar industry is being re-
duced by hundreds of workers, and
yet the profits are mounting up.
I have with me the Annual Report
of British Guiana for 1961. In
1960, 19,831 workers were em-
ployed in the sugar industry. 1In
1961, the production of sugar was
increased, but the labour force
was reduced by 933. 1In 1041,
1%, 898 workers were employed 1n
the industry. Compare this with
19,831 workers employed in 1960,
and you will get a reduction of
033 workers who were retrenched.

The hon. Member for George-
town-North (Mr. Cheeks) said that
Rookers are now preparing to
spend 38 million at Albion to
modernize their factory. But
when ithe $8 million is spent
there will be another reduction
of 2,000 in the labour force!
What has the so-called trade
union done to remedy this situa-
tion? Nothing whatsoever.” That

is why progressive trade uniomns:

are ‘erming this. commterfeit
trade unionist as the agent of
the sugar planters and employers.

The President of the M.P.C.A.
happens to be a university grad-
uate. 1n 1961 a once-for-all
bonus was paid to the sugar
workers — $3 million was supposed
to be paid to the workers. L
asked for proof as to how this $3
million was paid out. [ said
that, if $3 million were divided
among 20,000 workers, each worker
should get an average of $150.
queried the amount paid out, and
found that over 0% of the work-
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ers received helow $50; the nmext
2h% below $100, and the rest be-
low $200! The M.P.C.A. made a
big hue and cry about this matter
and said that it was merely pro-
paganda. I am happy to say that
tpday 61 people at L.B.I. estate
are now being paid the 1961 once—
for-all bonus. Let the M.P.C.A.
challenge this statement. Where
did this money come from? 1 say
that nearly 1,500 workers were
not paid this once-for all bonus.
They have boards on all of the
estates, and the names of the
people who are entitled to 1961
once-for-all borus are posted up
there.

A man from Ann's Grove re-
ceived $44; he came to my office
and complimented me and my union
for exposing what had been domne
to the sugar workers. I repeat
that the 1961 once-for-all bonus
is now being paid to workers in
1964. What has the university
graduate been doing in this mat-
ter? He was only planning to
make more striie in this country.
These ar- facts that cam never be
refuted. While the sugar indus-
try made $16 million profit, the
people responsible for producing
the profit are now unemployed.
(Mr. Burnham: "Tax sugar!"] If
we tax sugar you will start loot-
ing and burning again.

At the G.A.W.U's office you
can find about sixty people every
day complaining about not getting
work. What is the Trade Union
Leader of the Sugar industry do-
ing about this? T saw that the
B.G.L.U. the other day signed an
agreement with the Waterfront
Employees to pay the Waterfront
workers $1f per week while they
were unemployed. Why can'i a
similar scheme be 1mplemented for
the sugar workers in the indus-
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try? Instead of the so-called

President making an agreement to
protect these workers, he signs
an agreement to protect the em-
. ployers.

3.10 p.m.

A worker may be employed for
4% years in the sugar industry,
but if his service is short of
two days he is kicked out and
nothing given to him. That is
the kind of agreement this uni-
versity graduate signed on behalf
of the workers in the sugar in-
dustry, vet rertain elements of
the Opposition protected him in
the 1963 strike. But I want to
see if they will protect him when
the results of the survey being
conducted by the Labour Depart-
ment are known.

I am advocating that dis-
placed sugar workers should be
given priority of employment in
the proposed extension of peasant
cane-farming. They have built
the sugar industry and have been
kicked out, therefore they should
be given p1iority of employment,
They should be given special
priority in Government land set-
tlement schemes because they were
the pioneers of the sugar indus-
try and contributed greatly to
"the economy of this country. Due
to the American boycott of Cuban
sugar the worid price of sugar
increased by leaps and bounds,
but what do we see in this coun-
try? The wages and working con-
ditions of workers in the sugar
industry are getting worse every
day. What has been done to reme-
dy this grave situation in the
industry?

I compliment the Government
for reducing the means test with
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respect to old-age pensions ana
social assistance. In the suga.
industry workers with Hf years

service who were given the kick
receives $§1.70 or $2 per week as
pension. The highest pension
they received was $3 per week, out
of which §1 was deducted for
the repayment of housing lcamns.
This Govermment has to protect
those workers who have given
their life-blood to build the
sugar industry, by giving them
old-age pensions or social assis-
tance. What has the recognized
union done to protect these work-
ers? Not a thing, but property
was destroyed and lives sacri-~
ficed to protect this university
graduate who is supposed to be a
trade union leader. He is a sym-
bol of iniquitous agreements

[Laugk ter.]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time!

Mr. Hamid (Demerara Ceutral):
I move that the hon. Member be
allowed a further 15 minutes to
contime his speech.

Mr.
seconded,

Burnham (Ruimveldt)

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Lall: 1 was saying that
I must thenk the Government for
reducing the means test and in-
creasing old-age pensions and
social assistance, as the result
of which hundreds of old sugar
workers will benefit. It has
been said in this House that
these increases should have been
made since last year. [Mr,
Burnham: "Since 1957".7] I want
to say that looting, burning and
violence in a country always
reflect not on the bourgeois but
on the proletariat, the working-
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slass people. That is what is
happening in British Guiana to-
day. I heard the hon. Member for
Georgetown North (Mr. Cheeks) say
that because the P.P.P. has sent
youths to Cuba and Kussia we have
racial strife in this country.
That is not so. I would say that
since the capitalist United Force
Yarty came into being we have be-
gun to have disorders and strife
in this country.. When the P.N.C.
was known at one time as the
Burnhamite faction of the P.P.P.
it worked alongside the Jagan-
ite faction of the P.P.P. for
four years in the Legislative
Council, and there were no dis-
orders in this country.. But in
order to preserve and maintain
its privileged position the
Capitalist Party started to for-
mulate plans to destroy the coun-
try and its people.

3.20 p.m.

At the time when we had these
disqrders in the country not one
member of the United Force was
hurt, but P.P.P. and P.N.C. mem-
bers were killed. Who is the
wedge? Who came as a wedge be-
tween the working-class people?
The producer of Panks beer.
truth hurts. I am appealing to
my friends, the members of the
U.F. and the P.N.C. to join with
the P.P.P. to weld the people of
this country together for the
general good of all. When we
have all done this, then we can
say we have done something for
our people and our country.

Mr. Wharton (Abary): In the
absence in the Budget Speech of
any mention of what is Govern-
ment's plan for education, 1 feel
at liberty to express the opinion
that Government is perfectly sa-
tisfied that its work in the edu-
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cational centre is running true
to form and needs no pruning or
amplification in any part of its
administration. But education is
a growing concern and plans for
its improvement are never com-
plete, what with the chaotic
state of primary, secondary and
higher education in this country
today. If at least we assume
that the Government's educational
plan is still in its infancy,
then it should he right for us to
conclude that schemes for im-
provement should be expressed in
this House to the satisfaction,
or otherwise, of the Memhers of
the House. Total silence savours
of disrespect and cannot be
tolerated or allowed to go un-
challenged.

The educational reforms now
being attempted hy the Ministry

‘of Education and Social Develop-

ment are impressive only in so
far as they hasten to attempt so
many objectives without carefully
worked out plans for their effec—
tive implementation. In the mat-
ter of the provision of addition-
al school places, the school-
building programme is far behind-
bhand for the requirements of the
steadily growing population.
Apart from this, the several new
schools built with Colonial Deve-~
lopment and Welfare funds reflect
great discredit on the integrity
of the Govermment, which should
represent all sections of the
population at national level. No
fewer than eight out of the nine
new secondary schools or low-cost
schools have been established in
the rural areas, while the need
for primary schools in the large
urban areas has been studiously
overlooked. There are thousands
of children in the Snuth %eorge

town, Ruimveldt and La Penitence,

area of school age for whom there
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[Mr.

is no school provision and for
whom there is no known plan for
their basic primary schooling,
while at Black Bush Polder there
are agingwhite elephants in the
form of monstrous buildings which
are still in need of adequate
school population.

WHARTON_]

Lack of planning has been
discerned in the inadequacy of
school furniture and school
equipment for most of the new
secondary schools recently
opened. It is a public scandal
to see these schools opened with
governmental pomp and pride and
having large classes squatting on
the floors. As a result,; the or-
ganization of some of these
schools leaves much to be desired
as compared with some of the all-

‘age schools or better type of
aided secondary schools.

These new schools ought to
have been organized as modern
schools in keeping with modern
trends in secondary education,
rather than as second-rate
secondary schools of which
neither the Government in power
nor the Opposition can be truly
elated, Although graduate head-
masters have been appointed in
the new secondary schools, in
most cases there is a wantonm lack
of trained personnel to support
the headmaster in his omnerous
task.: Most of the appointees are
merely holders of the G.C.E. or-
dinary level or advanced level
certificates with little or no
experience in teaching and, in
most cases, with no training
whatsoever. Modern secondary
schools, in their organization and
teaching, demand specially quali-
fied personnel and trained staff,
but all the evidence points to
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the development of these schools
along the old traditional lines
of private secondary schools with
limited facilities and unquali-
fied staff.

3.30 p.m.

If the rural population
is to be properly educated,
Mr. Speaker, we demand equal fa-—
cilities for the education of
children in rural areas as
for those in the urban areas.

Mr. Speaker, the attempt to
extend the curriculum of the all-
age schools to include secondary
subjects in the absence of ade-
quate secondary schools, may be
considered as feasible and expe-
dient.. But the limitatioms, sir,
of secondary education given in
the over-crowded all-age schools
are apparent even to the most un-
tutored in the practice of educa-
tion. What is most distressing
is the fact that, because of unem-
ployment and poor economic cir-
cumstances, the majority ot
parents of children who attend
these ‘schools, are unable to buy
the long list of expensive books
demanded by the wider curriculum,
so that much of what Government,
with all its good intentioms,

sets out to achieve, is naturally
_defeated.

There is obvious lack of ex-
perience of Education and fore-
sight among those who are chosen
to advise the Ministry of Educa-
tion in the launching of sSuch a
vast and varied programme of
secondary education almost
simultaneously without studying
the practical implementations or
working out the details. ln
consequence, Mr. Speaker, there
is much confusion as to goals



881 Appropriation Bill

and methods. This confusion

xists in the minds of the in-
experienced teachers who are
now deing appointed assupervising
education officers.

Mr. Speaker, it is with re-
spect to the teacher t.raining
policy that the evidence of lack
of careful planning and experi-
enced direction is most alarming,.
(Government. has set out, in its
White Paper of 1963, its long-
term policy for teachers and
teacher training programme, and
yet, within a matter of months
there-after, the Ministry of
Education has made a complete
somersault in the implementation
of the teacher training pro-
gramme, merely, as it appears,
because of the persconality bias
in the administration of the
Ministry of Education.

Already the defects of the
planning, in the Ministry, for
t eacher training are being re-
vealed, for instead of 180 teach-
ers who should have begun in-ser-
vice training in October last
year, only A0 odd teachers have
been enrolled. The reason for
this is obvious, for Govermment
is trying to throw the burden of
the cost of training, whichis its
own responsibility, on the shoul-~
ders of the parents who can ill
afford the cost of two years of
further education for their chil-
dren after completing five or six
years of secondary education.

What is more indictable on the
(Govermment is that very few per-
sons from the rural areas of
Essequibo and Berbice can afford
to send their children to the
Government Training College in
Georgetown owing to the high cost
of their upkeep, now that the

10TH JANUARY,

1964 Budget Debate 882

Government has unwisely, or per-
haps callously, abandoned the
residential facilities at the
make-shift Training College
building as well as ceased giving
subsistence allowances to stu-
dents in training.

It is difficult £o under-
stand, sir, how a socialist
Government, with so much rural
support, can fail to see the need
for ‘providing aid -financial and,
or residential - for these
student teachers who hail from
the rural areas. The hard facts
are that it would be only by a
modern miracle that plans for the
pre-service teacher training can
be really carried out without
adequate financial provision.
Besides, the problem is now ag-
gravated by the precipitated and
thoughtless decision to hand over,
to an unwilling Guyana Universi-
ty, the difficult problem of
teacher training, at its stage of
infancy, when it has not yet
overcome its teething problems.

The P.N.C. emphatically
states that the University of
Guyana cannot, at this stage of
its existence, perform the duties
of the Government Training College
which has a proud and long tradi-
tion of being able to produce
more than one of its Principals,
a Chief Education Officer, sever-
al members of the present staff,
as. well as Education Officers of
outstanding calibre. We there-
fore feel that it would be unfair
to accept the Guyana Faculty of
Education, when it is estab-
lished, to serve as an all-pur-
pose Training College for teach-
ers even within the next decade.
S8ir, it is with much regret that
this observation must be aired in
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this House, that self-Government
has brought in its trend, and
that various and varied forms of
discrimination exist in the
public administration and in
particular, in the Ministry of
Education and Social Development.

Firstly, from all reports,
most decisions in the Ministry
are made on the advice of the
favoured few, and, as a re-
sult, senior officers of high
integrity are hastening to leave
the Ministry, rather than comply
with the carrying out »f deci-
sions which savour of partisan
administration. Secondly, al-
though Government places or
the annunal Budget, grades and
scales of salaries for certain
categories of civil servants,
those salaries are never ypaid,
but the additional duties which
go with the scales are being
performed, have to be performed,
by the officers concerned.

3. 40 Dem.

It is regrettable to. say that
the withdrawal of the British
Chief Secretary has not brought a
higher standard of impartiality
in the administration of the Min-
istries, and the Ministry of
Education, which ought to set the
example for the teachers under
their jurisdiction, is no excep-
tion. We have recently seen some
of the most glaring irregulari-
ties in the appointment of head
teachers, deputy head teachers,
and senior assistants in Govern-
ment schools. The crying need is
for a itruly independent Teachers'
Service Commission, free from
ministerial control, on which
there is equal representation of
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governing bodies on the one hand, )
and equal representation of the
Government.and the British Guiana
Teachers' Association on the
other hand with an unquestionably
independent chairman acceptable
to both sides. It would, indeed,
reflect great credit on the Min-
istry of Education if —-- [Mr.
Mann: "You are reading your
speech. "] - every compromise with
the governing bodies is made to
establish the proposed honesty of
purpose of the Ministry in carry-
ing out its educational pro-
grammes without partisan aspira-
tioms.

In the matter of Technical
and Agricultural Education, —-
TMr. Mamn: "Stop reading your
speech! Do you have the Speak-
er's permission to read it?"]) —-
is it not time that the Goverm-
ment Technical Institute issue
its own.certificates? Have we
trained enough people to be able
to carry on when independence
comes? I shall make one sentence
with regard to the Agricultural
Station at Mon' Repos, and say
that things do not seem to be
going right there.

With regard to the University
of Guyana, this Government: feels
that the comtent of the teaching
at the University of the West
Indies is unrelated to the needs
of Guyana. It has, therefore,
established a University of
Guyana, and is making efforts to
produce a Guyana Certificate--
CInterruption. | —— on the same
level as the College of Precep-
tors, or the G.C.E., but exotic
appearances are still slavishly
adherred to. What has become of
the energies and abilities of
those who have laboured to pro-
duce the Curriculum Guide?
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"Mr, Mann: Stop reading your
sgeech."] Could not the emergies
of those people be harmessed in
order to produce a Guyana Certi-
ficate Examination? Is it not
true that there is a backward
class at the University of
Guyana? I should like the hon,
Minister to answer my question
when he replies. You will find
students there who have gained
entrance under the category kmown
as "matured students". This Uni-
versity of Guyana is of doubtful
utility to the present population
of Guyana. Of course there are
universities and universities.

The P.N.C. waats to see voca-
tional schools going up for those
who want to make use of the
grammar-type secondary schools.
The P.N.C. wants to see adult
education set in motion, and it
wants to be sure that it will be
easy to find a Guianese who is so
educated that he can become the
Private Secretary to the hon.
‘Premier, or the editor of the
Mirror.

The Parliamentary Secretary
to the Ministry of Education and
Social Development (Mr. Mann): I
think it was William Pitt who ob-
served that it is better that age
be imputed to omne as a regret
than to be ignorant in spite of
experience. I have listened to
two teachers in this House: one
read his speech, and he would
have done well to imitate the
other one. [Hon, Members (Oppo-
sition): "We cannot hear him."]

So far as my contribution to the

debate is concerned, I want to
limit my observations merely to
the remarks made in respect of or
against the Ministry of Educa-
tion. Some of these accusations
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levelled are, to my mind, serious
indeed, and I intend to refute
them with as much vehemence as I
have, [Hon. Members (Upposi-
tiom): "Speak louder.')

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon.
Members are finding it difficult
to hear you.

Mr., Mann: I am not motivated
to shouting, and ]I am sorry.
(Mr. Jordan: "He can speak
louder than that."] The hon. Mem—
ber for Georgetown-North (Mr.
Cheeks) told us that our aims in
the field of primary and second-
ary education are incomposite,
and they propose to include
50,000 children. I want to cor-
gratulate him on this ubser-
vation. The provision for some-
thing more than kindergarten
education in this country was set
out in the Government's White
Paper which was presented to this
Assembly early last year. That
document was prepared by the Min-
istry of Education, and the pro-
posals contained therein involved
a tremendous amount of expendi-.
ture, the magnitude of which we
are yet unable to provide.

3.50 p-m.

In many countries specialized
training in kindergarten educa-
tion is provided for teachers who
are skilled in the techniques of
visual education and child wel-
fare, because they are not only
t eachers but also respomsible for
the welfare of the child, there—
fore they require intensive spe-
cialized training in order to
make themselves extremely diffi-
cult to obtain. Nevertheless, I
congratulate the hon. Member on
his acumen.

The hon. Member for George-
town North however observed that
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1n spite of the number of free
places provided in the secondary
schools there is still a tremen-
dous pgap to be covered. If my
memory serves me correctly, in my
day at school there were 12
scholarships provided. In 1953
this number was increased to 24
and subsequently increased to 36.
To date the number of free places
provided is in the vicinity of
300. What the hon. Member ought
to have observed is the cumula-
tive effect of the liberal policy
encompassing & greater number of
children rather than to observe
the abuses. There is still a
great deal to be dome,

Then the hon. Member for
Georgetown North went on to
attack Govermment for attempting
to throw =ops at the Association
of Masters and Mistresses in
order to absorb the schools now
in private hands. I am giving
this as my studied opinion, that
the Association of Masters and
Mistresses is one of the most
wiwcrwald and reactionary organi-
zations: in this country. It ren-

ders unto teachers, children and

parents alike a tremendous dis-
service.. We have circulated our
proposals to the Association
_They sent us a list of questions,
and I am going to show the
measure of scholarship whick in-
spired those questions. Included
amonzst the questions with re-
spect to Government's proposals
to take over those schools is
Question No. 49 — Watchman. "Can
his services be retained??"

then the Association fails to
come to terms with itself it can
hardly expect to come to terms
with anybody else. As I told
officers of my Ministry, if I bad
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ta deal with this questionnaire 7
would scrap it and send it back -
for the Association to send
something intelligent.. The Asso-
ciation of Masters and Mistresses
has failed first of all to con-
vene a comprehensive meeting to
discuss the proposals in respect
of the new arrangement for
secondary schools. The result
was obviously to circularize in-
dividual schools asking them to
react to Governmeut's proposals.
In other words, what it has
usne is to reveal the internal
contradictions and squabbles in
public. The Catholics and the
Lutherans are concerned ahout
certain things while the private-
ly run schools; including Central
High School anu the Tutorial High
School, want something else. (ne
of the questions reads something
like tris: "Will non-graduate
headmasters” and deputy head-
masters be paid on the same scale
as graduates?" 1 admire the con-
cept of social eggality.

We have offered the conces-
sion of a substantial reduction
of the fees now paid by parents
to these Government-aided second-
ary schools. In many cases they
exceed $30 per term, and we have
proposed that they be reduced to
520 per term in keeping with our
objective of providing free
secondary education. I may .ote
in passing that the fees at the
new Government secondary schools
are a mere $10 per term. We also
propose to enhance the conditions
of service of teachers at the
Government—aided schools. What
do we find? Parents, on the one
hand, are willing to accept these
proposals. So far as they are
concerned their considerations-
are limited to the choice of
bread and butter. Teacbers, on
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the other hand, in the main are
willing to accept enhanced condi-
tions of service, but the reac-
tionary Association of Masters
ang Mistresses, a body of lag-
gards and reactionary old women
noted for insular or individual
conflicts, centred its proposuils
in questions of conflicts to
the Government measures ~conflicts
of schools like Central High aud
Tutorial High School, etc. 2Xnt a
single constructive suggestion or
one single reaction or schedule
of umendments was submitted to
the proposals which we have set
out. The result is that the work
of the Ministry is impeded and
thrown into confusion because no-
body could make sense of the
clurade from the Associaticn.

Sitting suspended at 4 p.m.
4.32 p.m.
Mn resumption --

Mr. Mann: Before the ad-
journment was taken I was: com-
menting on the reaction to the
proposals in respect to the
Government-aided schools, =und ]
wus observing that the reply pnt
up in the form of a gquestiomnaire
by the Association of Masters and
Mistresses displayed the menial
untidiness which one would herdly
associate with a trade union of
teachers. So far as I am con-
cerned the question is quite sim-
ple. If the present Government-
3ided schools wish to remain as
instit utions preserving their own
laws, their own traditions,
their own characters, their own
standards, let them keep their
schools. If they wish to be con-
sidered as national institutious
properly administered along lines
of policy defined by Govermment
in co-oneratinm.with:professional
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men i this field, then let them
be absorbed into a system of
national education.

As 1 said, so far as 1 am
concerned, so long as they wish
to keep themselves as separate
and distinct entities, let them
keep their integrity, let them
lkeep their standards and we kecy
the grants. The money would be
prof itably used to provide new
secondary schools, granted at a
slow rate, but a rate which we
liope to accelzrate as additional
funds hecome available.. The com-
petition which we will shower
upon them in terms of rates of

fees, in terms of academic stand-
ards which we will maintain, will

be so fierce that they will find
that far from being the business
enterprises which many of them
are today, they will become un-
profitable concerns which their
owners and/or principals will be
forced to relinquish. Keep then!
We keep the money.

If you want to have a nation-
al system of education, you come
in; if you don't want to, get out
and stay out - so far as I am
concerned. Continue with your
half-baked — [Interruptions 7]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order in
the Gallery!

Mr.” Mamnn: Continue with your
voungsters with G.C.E. in two
subjects and with the C.P. teach-
ing people tor advanced level and
senior examinations. Continue!
We keep the cash. Build your
facilities with fees; raise these
until you get $100 a term. We
keep the cash.

This is my attitude and this
is the attitude I will prevail on
the Minister to adopt. "Thousands
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of the parents have been brow-
beaten into paying tribute to a
decadent system, in which a
school is conceived not as a
social utility, but as a sort of
business enterprise with greater
glory ana, of course, profits to
the owners. Bad standards be-
cause of bad tuition; bad tutors;
inadequate provision because of
reat selfishness and conceit.

f the idity, %f schools resis
on anything, rests on 1ts

social purpose. A school is not
a business enterprise and if any-
one wants to open, as I observed
once in this House, a little two
by four place and take on one hoy
with the C.P. in six subjects and
two boys with the G.C.E. in three
subjects and a principal with the
G.C.E. in eight subjects or with
an Advanced G.C.E. in one sub-
ject, and call that a school,
keep it; you don't get any grant
from us. [Mr. Cheeks: "Your own
supporters do that."]

As I observed when I quoted
from the questionnaire, a lot of
nonsense has been expressed; big
t eachers parading a lot of rub-
bish and having their squabbles
in public. This comes from the
Association of Masters and Mis-
tresses, the previous head of
which resigned because, as she
. expressed in her letter of resig-
nation, she was not forceful
enough to deal with the Govern-
ment. In other words, she saw
her role as head of the Associa-
tion of Masters and Mistresses as
being a sort of essential anta-
gonist of the Govermment. She
has no concept of educational de-
velopment, no concept of the role
of education in a developing so-
ciety. She was there to uttack;
she was not forceful emough so
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she resigned giving way to
Mr. Sancho, who, presumably,
possesses these qualities of
forceful representation. I do
not wish to say any more about
this question.

The hon. Member for George-
town North (Mr. Cheeks) said that
Govermment's programme of school
building, both at primary and
secondary levels, was confined
almost exclusively to Georgetown.
[Mr. Wharton: "Of course not."]
I beg your pardon. I have mixed
that point up with the point made
by the hon. Member for Abary
(Mr. Wharton).

4.40 p.m.

He observed tha® the Govern-
ment had provided little fa-
cilities for higher education
to the level of the G.C.E.
(Advanced) in the rural areas.
This, sir, is quite 1inaccuo-
rate. There are private schools
in rural areas which are sub-
sidized by Government grants.
For example, Government sub-
ventions pay for the upkeep
and salaries of teachers for
Berbice High School, Corentyne
High School, and, in the Lsse-
quibo, the Government has just
constructed a high school which
caters for the G.C.E. Ordinary
level and it soon hopes to be
able to provide facilities to
enable students to obtain the
level of the G.C.E. (AdVanced).

Unfortunately, however, the
question of secondary schools
constructed by Government is not
limited to mere considerations of
finance, and, even though the fi-
nancial proportions are neces-
sary, machine programmes are
essentially vital. There are
questions of skilled manpower’ to
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service these institutions. The
present rate of augmenting the
manpower poocl is very slow and
you cannot find teachers. Quite
often, even -when the school pro-
vides them - and this is especially
true for teachers in rural areas-
some of the graduvates prefer
to settle in Georgetown, in
the Puhlic Service, rather
than venture into the country
areas to teach. So that, in addi-
tion to considérations of fi-
nance, there is also the vital
cousideration of skilled manpower

for servicing these institutions.

But what amazes me, sir, is
the venture of the hon. Member
within the realm of the Universi-
ty of Guyana, its cGoncepts and
its activities. He obseTved
that the University of Guyana is
cut off from outside. I do uot
know exactly what he means by cut
off from outside —— Mr. Cheeks:
"No affiliation."] The khon.
Member says, from his seat, that
it has no affiliation, but there

are thousands of unjiversities
existent 1in countries of the

world - latin America, for ex-
ample ~ which bhave no affiliation
with other universities. Coun-

tries have universities to meet
their own peculiar situatioans.

Even the United States is an ex-
ample, because universities were
developed teo meet the needs of
particular areas, particular
states.

I have none of the bigotry
which inspires my hom. Friend for
Georgetown North (Mr. Cheeks) to
say that American degrees are
better than British degrees,
or any other degree. But the
American universities. as I said,
were developed to meet original
needs, and. therefore, you find
highly specialized faculties,
sometimes to the concept of other
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faculties. The hon. Member, I am
willing to bet, has never =et
foot in an American nniversity o1
apy aniversity in his life --
[Mr. Cheeks: "Youare quite
wrong, young man."] -— and he is
willing to participate in a de-
bate about a university. What
does he know about it? The same
sort uf bigotry is what prompts
him to say that the University of
Guyana is inferior to the other
universities.. These colonjialists
who get their concepts of a uni-
versity from text books or some
other observation, prattle
about and believe that for a
university to be a university, it
must have the same mnumber of
faculties, the same traditioms,
the same mascots as the older
universities in Kurope and
Britain.

The University of Guyana,
sir, is itself concerned with the
question of standardization or
equality of standards tor free
intercourse between universities
to be possible - and this is vi-
tal to the development of the
University. Lt is necessary to
have exchange persomnel of both
student and staff levels. The
guestion of establishing the
standards and faculties which
are not identical to, but which
equate or are similar to the
standards which prevail outside,
is obviously a question of
tremendous importance.

Indeed, at the moment, the
proposal which is being taken by
the hon. the Premier, in his ca-
pacity as leader of the delegation
at the Head of Govermments Con-
ference in Jamaica, concerps the
standardization, in as much as
this proposal envisages the co-
operation of the University of
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Guyana with the University of the
West Indies in respect of an
examination to Council which is
to be responsible for the marking
of examination papers inter alia,
and therefore, the setting of
examination papers and the mark-
ing of them before revamping
extant syllabuses to meet the
needs of these new ‘examinations.
obviously with a stronger lc-al
flavour.

I merely make that observa-
tion to establish that the Uni-
versity of Guyana is concerned,
deeply concerned, in standardiza-
tion of training between itself
and external institutions of a
similar nature - as indeed are
all universities —-and even though
someone frow the university at
Oxford said that a post-gradu-
ate student of a University of
lndia bad to, once again, revert
to under-graduvate stztus hefore he
could write for a particular
field - it is nevertheless, con-
cerned with the question of stan-
dardization.

The hon. Member then went on
to eriticize the absorption of
the Government Teacher's Training

College - -

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time!

Mr. Cheeks: I beg to move
that the hon. Member be allowed a
further 15 minutes to continue
his speech.

Me. Joaquirn (Kitty) seconded.

Question put, and agreed to.

4.50-p.m.

Mr. Maon: The guestion of
the absorption of the Training
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College with the University of
Guyana is something which gives
the hon. Member for Georgetown:
North (Mr. Cheeks) cause for
alarm. I would have thought that
the development of an Imnstitute
of Education in a National Uni-
versity was so essential for the

University itself that credit
would have been given where it

was obviously due.- On the con-
trary, we have heard baseless and
totally irrelevant criticisms
that since the University itself
is isolated, then it follows ipso
facto that the Imstitute of Edu~
cation is itself isolated.

Another hon. Member went
further and said that this ab-
sorption could not profitably
take place for another decade
The University Collepe of tlre
West Indies, as it was then
called, developed within five
years of its establishment a pat-
tern of education, and issued
certificates or diplomas of edu-
cation to graduates therefrom-
It was formerly the practice that
students and teachers from the
Colonies, who wished to obtain
professional degrees in educa-
tion, had to go to some Universi-
ty in a Metropolitan country or
in Britain in order to do so. In
terms of time; in terms of ex-
perience; and in terms of rate-
turnover, I would have  thought
that this innovation would have
found the favour of hon. Members
opposite, particularly those who
have some sort of association,
however obscure, with the teach-
ing profession., It is mnot true
to say that the establishment of
an Institute of Education,is a
retrograde step. On the contra-
ry, it would be amply true to
assert that it is ome of the most
progressive steps which could be
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talten hy a University, especially
one which is of such a recent
origin.

I do not want to quarrel with
the hon. Members; I prefer to
ascribe what they have said tc
mere ignorance and perversity. I
would urge hon. Members opposite
that, in dealing with the deve-
lopment of fledgling institu-
tions, they ought to exhibit some
sense of historical time. One
cannot take an undeveloped insti-
tution at a particular time, and
then make a comparison with deve-
loped institutions either in the
same country or abroad. One has
to summon a sense of histority;
ore must not take a static view
of institutes, hut take them in
the context of historical time in
relationship to what went on be-
fore, what is likely to succeed
them, and what is likely to hap-
pen in the future.

Where 1 take particular um-
brage is when the hon. Member for
Georgetown—North (Mr. Cheeks)
quite dishonestly - a traditional
obscurantist - mentioned an in-
stance involving dishonesty with-
out attempting to identify it.
He said that some Minister sent
somebody for some course, the
Principal of which was reluc-
tant or refused to accept this
somebody. Thereupon this same
Minister threatened and/or re-
moved the controller of the
course and replaced him by some
other teacher. He went on to say
that the new man accepted this
somebody, and then the course was
restored to the hands of the
former Principal. In my opinion
it is not honest for an hon. Mem-
ber to mention an instance in~
volving the dishonesty, or under-
handedness, of an hon. Minister
of the Govermment without ident -
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 fying it s> that the particular

Minister can have the option or
the righl of reply. This kind of
intellectnal dishonesty gets ns
nowhers 1t is not impressive,
and it harms none of wus on this
side. Why didn't he identify the
Minister?

Since he was dealing with
education, I should hope that he
does not refer to any one in the
Department of Education, because
I would not sit here and listen
to anything said against the Min-
ister of Education without making
the fiercest of refutations.
Nor, indeed, do I think it is
fair for the hon. Member to come
here and attack defenceless offi-
cials of the Ministry of Educa-
tion who have no right of reply
in public. Tt is a piece of
cheek, impropriety, and ignor-
ancel

I now want to turn to the re-
marks of the hon. Member for
Abary (Mr. Wharton) who is not in
his seat at the moment. Some-
times I think that this hon. Mem~
ber has a bee in his bomnmnet; he
seems to suffer from some sort of
persecution complex. The hon.
Member is always alleging that
Government programmes at one time
or another are unfavourable to
the rural population. As a re-
sult of that, he made the obser-
vation that, if the g secondary
schools recently built by the
Government were built in the
rural areas, things would bhave
been different. The position is
that in Georgetown, both in the
primary and secondary schools,
there are a number of vacancies.
Bowever, the bon. Member says
that the school-going population
in Georgetown is catered for am-
ply by the pumber of primary and
secondary schools in the City,
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[Mr.

whereas the rural arsas have not
had an opportunity in the past to
enjoy adeguate primary or second-
ary education.

ManNT]

5 p.m.

I do not think the hon. Mem-
ber should take the opportunity
in this House to make yet -another
allegation against us of discri-
mination in the building of
secondary schools in the rural
areas. JIndeed, in his speech the
hon. Member for Georgetown North
said that the rural population
was being unfairly treated in re-
spect of provision for secondary
schools, and I agree with him.
That is why secondary schools
have been constructed for the
benefit of people who live in the
country districts. [Mr. Cheeks:
"I spoke of quality; he spoke of
quantity”.] The hon. Member
turther felt that standards in
the new Government secondary

schools are inferior to those in °

the schools which obtain now but,
on the contrary, teachers in the
new Government schools are better
gqualified than teachers in the
Government-aided schools, and
therefore one would expect, other
things being equal, the academic
standards at least of the new
Government secondary schools
would be superior to those previ-
ously attained by other secondary
schools.

The hon. Member for George-
town North asked me to defend the
discrimination in fees.. So far
as 1 am aware the fees charged-in
the new Government secondary
schools are 310 per term, vis-a-
vis $30, $497, and in many in-
stances 340 per term in respect
of the Government-aided secondary
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schools. Govermment's policy i~
respect of fees is gradually 1.
reduce the amounts which are paid
per term until its educational
objective of the provision of
free secondary education has been
accomplished.: Therefore, in the
fixing of fees the essential con-
siderations are what is the

‘Government's current financial

position; and what is the extent
of the concession which could be
made, and there is absolutely no
attempt to discriminate in the
fixing of fees for -Government
secondary schools.

But what was really a shock
was when the hon. Member for

Abary (Mr. Whartonm) felt that
overmment ‘s educational reform

was too vast and was proceeding
too far and at too fast a pace.

We have been behind-hand for a
long time. FEducation was never
considered a vital objective of
the old colonial society, and we
feel -~ and no politician dare
feel otherwise — that the intel-
lectual improvement and therefore
the social upliftment of the
citizen is an essential factor of
social development in modern
nationhood.

, Teachers' complaints. Those
teachers engaged in in-service
training who have to go in the

‘afternoon after school to receive

instructions complain that they
are tired after work, and some
say they are too old. Well, if
the Government has to pay tribute
to the perverse idiosyncracies of
many teachers while recognizing
the obvious validity of the in-
service training course, with its
objective of at least one year's
training for teachers by 1970 --

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time!

Mr., Cheeks: T move that the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary be
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alliowed a further 15 minutes to
continue his speech,

Mr. Jordan (Upper Demerara
River) seconded.

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Mann: 1 was saying that
if Government were to take heed
of the objections of teachers en-
gaged in in-service training
courses, that having to go for

training after school is too
onerous, we might as well pack up

and go home. The pre-service
training course, that is the two-
year course, has been extended to
cater for 180 pupils, and it is
hardly our fault if, on account
of the recent strike, the re-
cruiiment of students for this
course was delaved and hampered.
It is true that our reforms are
far-reaching and extemsive in
scope, but in my opinion it is
better to be blamed for attempt-
ing to do too much than to be
blamed for attempting to do too
little or nothing. We have got
used to the idea of change rapid-
ly. If any official of any Min-
istry feels that the pace of
change is too much- for him he is
quite free to tender his resigna-
tion to the Public Service Com-
mission, so that his place might
be filled by someone with greater
energy.

It is not true to say that
the Minister or the Ministry of
Education controls temporary
appointments of Education Offi-
cers any more than in the semnse
that it is the function of any
Ministry in the matter of tem-
porary appointments. The Head of
a Department has the right to
make temporary appointments until
the Public Eerice Commission
confirms themand makes them perm-
anent.
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There is very little left in
either of the speeches, especial-
ly those of the hon. Member for
Georgetown North (Mr. Cheeks) and
the hon.” Memher for Abary (Mr.
Wharton) but I would like to say
pn behalf of the Ministry of
Education that our task of ex—
panding the scope of education in
a backward country and cormunity,
in which education has been for
so long neglected, has not been
easy. 1t has been a tremendous
strain on officials of the Minis-
try, and I would like to take
this opportunity to say that they
deserve to be publicly congratu-
lated. The Ministry of Education
has had to bear the brumt of
criticism from teachers and mem-
bers of the public alike on occa~-

- sions when policy decisions were

disagreed with. We do not grudge
people their right to criticize
us, but hon. Members opposite
should learn to accept and accom-
modate change when change is ne-

cessary and imevitable, rather
Than have change forced upon us

all when concessions to change
would then be robbed of most of
their usefulness and of their
grace.

5.1G p.m.

We recognize the need for
change, and we are trying to.van-
guard it so far as education is
concerned. I wish to give public
assurance that the hon. Minister .
of FEducation and Social Develop-
ment does not discriminate and
does not curry favour. Appoint-
ments and promotions are made en—
tirely on the basis of merit
where the Ministry of Education
and Social Development exercises
the prerogative. In some cases
the-prerogative is exercised by
other bodies. ¥e are not to be
blamed for their deviation or
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their departure from principles
to vhich we adhere. We are very
hard pressed and we would like to
feel that our efforts in the
field of education will not go
vnrewarded, It is therefore with
great conviction that I record my
confidence in the Budget Speec
of 1964.

Mr. Merriman (La Penitence-
Lodge): This is Budget time when
all the people of Guiana are en-
titled to be told by the Govern-
ment what is being provided for

“them. This is not a question of
courtesy; it is a question of
duty. The Government is to tell

the people what it intends to
provide for welfare and well-
being with money extracted from
them, and to tell them to what
extent they will benefit from the
self-denial they will be called
upon to make. In other words, in
the final analysis, it is a time
when the people can balance in
their minds the benefits against
their self-denial.

We are told, with great con-
ceit, by the hon. Minister of
Finance that he presented a ba-
lanced Budget for 1964, which, he
states, w1%l be a tax-free year.
He has laid so much emphasis on
the word "balanced" that one can
readily see the word in inverted
commas. He has likened this Bud-
get to that of 1963. One recalls
what flowed from the 1963 Budget.
The memory of those events is so
buried in our minds that ome
hardly longs to relive that
period, It has been a period of
economic stagnation and develop-
mental curtailment; it has been a
period of convulsion and a period
of resentment. In fact, it has
been such a period that no
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Government, conscious of its.re-
sponsibilities and its duty to
its people, would like to- have
heen associated with or to iden-
tify itseif with, and what
strikes me is that this Govern-
ment actually attempted to com-
pare — in fact, compared the Bud-
get for 1964 W1th that of 1963. o

my mind, a balanced Budget in
this context should be one which
sets out to provide - and 1 un-
derscore these words - an ef-
ficient administration and fur-
nishes the services required by
the workers of the entire coun-—
try, so that these services flow
with such uniformity as to bene-
fit everyone whether he lives in
the towr or in a rural district,
because these peuple are all
citizens and will have collec-
tively to meet the expenses which
are involved

The modern practice in pre-
senting a Budget is to take into
account the ablllty to secure
loans, the ability to obtain help
and 3531stance to foster develop-
ment in one's country, and par-
ticularly is this necessary in
British Guiana which has at all

times been a colonial territory.
5.20 p.m.

These are absolute requirements
if Guiana mdst _find its place,
which it is entitled to, in the
world, but not only to satisfy
the world, but to satisfy its own
people. There is an increasing
demand in” an increasing popula-
tion. There are many require-
ments, many things which are
needed, not as luxuries, but
which are essential to command
the literacy needs. To meet
the literacy and to meet tran-
sport needs. And when one
seeks to obtain such loans, or
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assﬁstanée, or help, it is cer-
tainly without any strings at-
tached - as one 1s accustomed
to hearing these days - without
attempting to endanger our free-
dom or our sense of pride and
integrity, and, above all, our
political independence.

In other words, in Guiama to-
day, whenever a Budget is to be
presented, one must see a pro-
gramme or provisions made in
which all the people will bene-
fit, and 1 want to underscore
all of the people, not a section,
a part, an area, or a political
segment of the population. VWhat
is done in a Budget must be domne
to benefit all the people of
Guiana. 1t must give to all of
them that sense of security.

We know, in the contz=xt of
(Guiana, about the unequal dis-
tribution of land. A Budget
Eroposal should have a programme,

o my mind, that will give
the assurance that the unequal
distribution of land will come to
an end — whether the land or the
produce of the land ~that it will
cease, and, in the overall
pattern, one would see real
equality of opportunity for
all Guianese. Mr. Speaker,
¢while it is said that rpoli-
tics is the art of impossible
achievements, such achieve-
ments are not impossible
Any one that sets out intelli-
gently and convincinglyto give

.service to this community can do
so, 1 would say, readily and easi-
ly, but there must be the singcere
desire and consciousness, and
above all, as I said before,
there must be the intelligent
application to the problems,
which, unfortunately, 1 must say,
has shown itself completely re-
moved from this Budget and from
what has been discussed both at
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the presentation of the Budget
and by the support which has been
given to the Budget on the side
of the Govermment.

What is rather pathetic about
this whole matter is that, rather
than attemptiug to justify its
presence, rather than attempting
to at least earn the money which
it is being paid, the Govermment,
which should provide for the wel-
fare and well-being of the people
of Guiana, - if 1 may read a sen-
tence somewhere - demonstrates
irresponsible leadership in all
spheres and at all levels of its
activities. 7The members of the
Government seek to place their
failure at the foot of the mem-
bers of the Upposition. And they
do not end it there, Mr. Speaker.
They put them in concubinage with
the Fascists, the foreign con-
spirators, and the Imperialists.

Mr. Speaker, what is assuring
to the people of Guiana is this:
they bave been able to demon-
strate such indomitahle strength
in their reésentment of this
Government, that they have heen
able to prove that the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people of
Guiana are totally against what
the P.P.P. is attempting to do to
B.G. - and 1 want to underscore
the word overwhelming majority:

Mr. Speaker,, one -has to
look at this because it is their
inherent right. In the final
analysis, it is the people that
matter, and it is the majority of
people that matter more, and, in
spite of the bemoanings of the
Government, 1 am certain today -
not like yester-year ~ that the
voice of the majority - and the

\

%
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overwhelming majority - of people
fof Guiana, is being heard and
is known.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Deputy Speaker: I think
this is an appropriate time to

adjourn. .The House willEndaxad
journ until Wednesday, 1Hth Jam-
uary, 1964, at 1.30 p.m.

Adjourned accordingly at
5.30 p.m.
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