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aria from over the barder.

Mr. Correia: I am not fin-
ished., I should not like to
waste the Minister's time but I
should like toc ask the Mimister
if, in.196%, malaria was on the
increase at Bartica and at the
Penal Settlement.

Mr, Chandisipgh: There have
been no cases of malaria.

Mr. Correia: T am glad tc
hear that reply.

2.50 p.m.

Medical Specialists

Mr., Cheeks: I nnderstiand
that therc are variations in the
individual contracts made beiween
the Government and Medical
Specialisis 1n respect of study
leave. long leave, housing, pas-
sages, and so on. Can the hon.
Minister tell this Honse whatl are
the criteria in determining these
variaiions 1n the terms of the
individual contracts?

Mr., Chandisingh: So far as I
am aware there are no real varia-
1ions in the coniracts for
Specialists, bui there has been
one case [ can recall in which
one person - not a Speclalist —
was provided with furmished
accommodation in his contract.
This was not done through the
Ministry:; 1t was done in error by
the Secretary Tor Technical Co-
operation in the United Kinegdom,
but it should not have been done.
The Secretary for Technical Co-
operation made the appointment,
and we were not respousible for
the mislake. 1 do not know
whether the hon. Member had this

23RD JANUARY,

1342

1964 Budget Debate

he 20k
variations with regard to Spe-
cialists or Overseas Service
Allowances enjoyed by expatriate
officers recruited through the
Secretary for Technfcal Co-opera-
tion. An additional sum of money
over and above what this Govern-
ment offers for the various posis
is paid to overseas officers. TIf
the hon. Meml = s referring te
this, then there 1s no variation.

Mr. Cheeks: On what basis is
this (verseas Allowance paid?

Mr. Chandisingh: The United
Kingdem Government pays 1t, and
it is not applicable only to
doctecrs, hut-to other expairi-
ates.

Nurse Midwives — (Training)

Mr. Whartom (Abary): I
should like to know whether these
nurses are being trained, or are
to he trained? When will they be
ready for service in the district?
I have, at present, a matter
before the hon. Minister., and I
Lknow that there is much suffering
in Western Berbice. We are very
anxious 1o have Nurse Midwives
placed in that area extending
frem Abary to Fort Wellingtcen
where there is only one midwife
to serve a distance of 17 miles.

Mr. Chandisingh: This item
does not reter to Rural Midwife
Traininz, but to Staft Nurses be-
ing ziven widitional training as
midwives. The training is al the
moment going on. [ nnderstand. I
believe that provision for the
training of Rural Midwives will
fall under the Head "Surses and
Servants".
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the last page of the Estimates
vou will get some informatieon.

Mr. Cheeks:
rcales.,

I see the salary

The Chairman: It is not a
salary scale but a list of the
approved posts.

Senier Health Visiters

Heal th Visitors smd Scheol Nurses

Mr. Merrimaw: How many of
these six posts of Senior Health
Visitors are filled?

Mr. Chandisingh:
posts are filled.

Two of the

Mr. Merrimam: Last year
there was an additiion cf four
Senior Health Visitors, . after
a year only two posts have been
filled. There is no guestion of
recruitment here, because the
senior posts are filled from
among Health Visitors in the
lower category. What can he the
excuse for not filling these
senior posts? The structure
calls for six Senior Health
Visitors, but only one-third has
been filled. TIsn't this purpose-
ful? In the rural areas where
there are Health Centres and
fancy camouflages, trained Health
Visitors are not being attracted,
becanse Government is not provid-
ing quarters or furnished apart-

ments. 1 should like the Minister
te say whether applications have
been made {or advances Lo provide
personnel wiih beds., bul they
have been turned down. A person
is taken from Fort Mourant
and senil in werk ip the Rupununi.

SOy
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her belongings there. After all,
96 out of 100 of such persons are
called upon to separate them-
selves from their families. What
attractive salaries ars being
paid {o them? I waould invite the
Minister to say whether it is
true that requests for advances
have been made by Midwives and
Healih Visitors who are sent to
remcte areas and have been turned
down. If so, why?

Mr. Chandisirgh: First of
all, on the guestion of Senior
Bealth Visitors a request has
been made for the vacancies to be
filled  ®ith repard to furnitu
for Health Visitors the hon. Mem-
ber has made a very brave and
bo{d plea for this.category of
nirses, and I would say that per-
haps a case may bé made out for
assistance to.such persons, but
hy and large a nurse is not
forced to be trained as a Health
Visitor. When she accepts train-
ing as a Health Visitor she
accepts the responsibilities,
salaries and conditions of the
post. The hon. Member referred
to attracling personnel to places
like the Abary. 1 should like to
tell him that the hon. Member for
Abvary (Mr. Wharton) was referring
to rural. midwives and not i«
Health Visitors.

Mr, Merriman: T am pgratefy
for the Minister's assurance o
favourable consideration of ih
points 1 have made.

Mr. Chandisimgh: I canna
say thal I will give "favourable
consideration.

Mr. Merrimom: T thonght 1
had given the Minister's assurance
the proper interpreiation, tmi 1
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would have so much bearing on the
present debate because if one
takes the overall approved Esti-
mates for 1969 and the approved
Estimates for 1964 one is in abet-
ter position, T think, tomake com-
parison. It will be appreciated
thatl during last year zeveral
veople did not draw salaries for
a certain period of the year.

Mr. & Aguiawv: I would sup-
rest two things: that the han.
Minister of Finance has dishon-
aured his promise io provide cor-
rect detailed figures, and,
secondly, the object of apgregal-
ing the total appropriatiocn
rather than giving details of the
Estimates in previous years is
for the scle purpose of throwing
dust into the eyes of legislators
and mzking 1t impossible for them
1o mzke reasonable and justifi-
able comparisons.

The Minister of Finance
(Dr. Jacohl: As usual the hon.
Member is wrong., No promise was
ever made 1o give detalls. As
the hen. Minister of Labour,
lfealth and Housine explained,
this is one sybhead that would
entail an encrmous amouni of work
il the staff were to 1temize all
paxments under the subhead, We

have iried 1t and found it was
totally impracticable to imple-
ment ihe suogesiion that was made
0 i previous occaslon.

Mr, d'Aguiar: May I ask the
hon. Minister of ¥inance how he
arrived at the aggregate sum
without listing the details?

Dr. Jacob: I am informed
that the block total on each pay-
sheet is posted on a card. These
totals are added up and not the

AN L ADYY
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salaries of the individunal
of'ficers and employees who re-
celive pe-ment

Post Mortem Fxaminations

Mr. Hagh: T wish to speak on
subhead 3, Post Mortem Examina-
tions. Can the Minister give me
some informalion on these Post
Mortem Examinations?

Mr, Chendisingh: This sub-
head provides for payment of fees
to medical officers who perform
post mortem cperations.

Mr. Hugh: Thank you. sir.
I shail use that information at
a ls stage.

Milk and Feod Sampling

Mr. Hoegh: Last year, I think,
we had a discussion on this item,
Milk and Food Sampling. May I
ingquire again where this wilk and
food sampling is done?

Mr. Chandisingh: Milk and
food sampling is one st the
laboratory of the Governmeut
Analyst.

Mr. Hugh: Am I ©o understand
that milk and food sampling is
done in Georgetown at the Govern-—
ment Analyst's Department or is it
the practice to stop the milk
vendor on the road and pay »¢
exorbitant price for the miik o
then send i1t to the Analye: -
Department?

Mr Chandisingh:
what is done. In various poo
of the cowvntry officer-. palic

Tiire -

and so on, are insirocii on ef o
days they shonld =emg ip o« ni-
anrd these R S
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drugs, and sS¢ on-

UNICYF Nutritiom Scheme
Anti-Palie

Mr., Merrisam: I shoald lik
to know why there is no provisices
for this item in 1964.:

Mr. Chandisingh: You will
remember that in 1962 and 1963
there was an outbreak of policmy—
elitis which affected several
children in this couniry. Fends
were voted by the Legislature to
the extent of $44,3580 over ihat
period, and the amounl provided
for certain items such as vaccine
and so omw. The item kas been de—
leted on this doccasion heeanse (it
is intended to meet the reguire—
mnents for contiowing anti-polic
work under other Heads. For ex—
ample, the cost of vaccine is
expected” to be met from nor—
mal drogs voie, and it is mot
necessary to hawe it listed under
a separate smbhead. That is the
explanation for it.

Bead 28 — Ninistry of Laboor,
Heal th and Rousing — Nedical —
31,676,342, as amended, agreed to
and ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

MINISTRY OF LABOQUR, HEALTH
AND} HQUSING - BACTERIOLOGICAL

Jur, Government Bactericlegists
and Pathelogists

Mr. Hugh:  May I inguire
whether the two Junior Govermment
Bacteriologists and Patholegists
are on duty?

. dget Dehate B

Mr. Cheadisingh: No, these
mosis are presenily wvacant.

Br. Bagh: Then yom are sat—
isfied that there is enly one
Government Bacteriolagist in the
comntry. If I may be permitted
1 skall deal also with sabhead
9 - Post Moriem Fees, laboratory
Aitendants, 3200. We have one
Paihelogist in the comiry who is
callt_ad upos io perform post sortem
examinations three days a week,
and fees are paid to Laboratory
Attendants to assist at those
examipations. Is the Mirister
aware that many cases bhavi jeen
written off from the charts by
doctors whn draw fees for post
mortem examinations, apd the
corpses handed over to relatives
for burial?

Hr. Chandisimgh: [ am not
sare that I follow what the hon.
Member is referring to. The only
doctors who get fees for post
moriem examinztions are G.M.0.s
in the districts. The Govermment
Pathologist does-not get suchb
fees.

Mr. Hagh: Is the Minist
aware that mamy corpses om which
there skonld have been post
mortem examinations have been
writien off fram the charts be-
canse of the wmmavailability of
the Pathelogis® doe to pressure
ef work?

Mr. Chandisimgh: I am ad-
vised that all post mortem exami-
natiens ordered by Coromers are
carried out.

Mr. Hegh: [ am aware of
that, but there bhave beem cases
where persoms died suspiciously,
























Uetober
want on

1562, whereas those
strike
junior with incremexnts
vear June and December.
Minisier say whether h
of this? To aov me ca
names, because 1 do ﬁct wizh a
thing to appear 1o have bean dome
in a gartial manner.

Mr, Chandisiagh: 1 am ad-
vised by my officers who deal
vwith thesg matters - as you know
the Minister does mnot deal with
these matters - that the Public
Service Comm1851oa makes these
a1101numents and promotions and
there is no awareaness within the
Ministry that what the hon. Mem-—
ber alleges 1s correct.

Mr. Hugh: All T wish is that
the Minister will make investiga—
tions., This is a humanitarian
appeal. Is the Mimister aware
that there is an unfortunate case
within the Records Department? A
young man is employed there who
is 111, He is constantly in the
records room and creates a cer-
tain amount of irritation to
other members of the staff{ be-
cause of the peculiar nature of
his illness. Will the Minister
inquire from his advisers whether
this is nmot so and let us know in
this House if this is considered
tc be in the hest interests of
the emplovees?

bl
(T‘
o

Mr. Chendistmgh: T am ad-
vised that on the recommendation
of the Medical Superintendent of
1ihe Mental Hospital the person

concerned was placed in that
position.
Me. Bugh: T think that if

this Government desires to have
efficiency and high outpnt it

pital,

: he <chould be kept
ting that looks
ig L9 recover ,

amay

Tike wos F

an’ in an to put such a
DE. LOTt Wi er workers ot so
affected is tain Lo create o

51 distress.
5.10 p.m

M. Toemdisimgh: Tt is not
approprisie to reply any further.

Conveying sick perseans fras
Isterior to Hespital

w- Sepphell: T want to ask
— quwwoovw Under subhead 19, Coun~

weying sick persons from laterior

to Yospital. T was told by very
relishle peonle that the wissioe—
aries in the Rupununi whe own &
small plane used to take sick
persons from point to point and
convey them te the npearsst hos-
aither at Letliem or in
Geosrgetown, on condition that the
Government, through the Interior
Dep¢;tmenu, pave them hack-ths
fuel, the gasolene.. I understand
that thai bas new been discontin-
ued. Now I want to be enlighten--
ed. T want to ask the Minister
concernad whether ke Tknows any-
thing abeut this and whether this
practice has been discontinued.
Those missionaries have been per-
forming a wonderful job 1m the
Interior. They have been using
their plane, their vehicles,
theéir doctors, etec. and Govern-
ment, suppiied the fuel only. If
this practice has heen stoopped,
please let it be continued, it is
2 good thing.






sais povu wi roniw
in substitution for ihe post of
Bandmaster does not wean that the
Bandmaster now becomes the Farw
Supervisor.. I should explain
that the services of the Band-
master at the Mental Hospital
‘have really not been used and,
quite recently, a few months ago,
an internal broadcasting system
with 2 little studio has heen in-
stalled at the Mental Hospital.
Thiere is a constant relay of
music and other programmes, so
there is no necessity for a Band-
master and the past of Farm
Supervisor was created.

(SRR T AT LR LW Y

The reference here is merely
for the administrative arrange~
ments within the Head. In other
werds, what it means is that we
have abolished the post of Band-
master and created the post of
Farm Supervisor.

Tutors
Mr. Merrimap: Item 22,
Tutors: How any posts are
vacaent?

Mr. Chandisingh: ‘There are

three vacancies.
Principal Tuter

Mr. Merriman: Jtem 21, Prin-
cipal Tutor: May T ask if this
post 1f filled?

Mr. Chandisingh: This post
is technically vacant. 1 under-
stand that some recommendaticon
has been made for the filling of
it.

Mr, Merrimsa: Somebeody is
acting in the post and I under-
stand that resommendation has
been made to ihe Public Service
Commission for the filling of

v f emvbLu v san
more Guianese rather than re~
gruit expatriates and I should
like 4,0 know 3{ any immedlate
effort is being made to train in-
dividuals, if you have got them.
I do nct k¥now 1f the Minister can
give us an assurance that immed-
iate actiou will be taken on this
matier -

5.20 p.m.

Mr. Chandisimgh: On the
guestion of {raining, the Minis-
try has already submitted its
list of persops that it reguires
to be trained in the various
fields for 1964, and among the
subjects are t1' ars.

T )R

Sociel Entertainer, Mental
Hospital

Mr. Hugh: May I find out
what, rt of social entertainment
this ..cial Entertainer deez? Is
it amale or a female entertainer?

Mr. Chandisimgh: The post is
vacant, hut there is someone whoe
iz acting in the post. The per-
son is a male, and theé dulies in-
clude arranging various social
activities which encourage the
patients to do something useful.
This sort of entertaioment is
part of their therapy.

Mr. Hugh: I hope ihat a
female will never be appoinied to
311 this post.

The Chairman: The original
holder of the post was a female.

Beauticiaus at Mental Hospital

Mr. Hugh: Can the hon. Min-
ister tell me whether there is a
beautician attached to the Mental
[ospital, and where provision can
be found for her salary in these
Estimates?
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and dervants on page Ht. L ob-
serve Lhat there is aconsiderable
reduclion in.the sum of $52,060,
and this seems to be rather
alarping, I am certain that the
Government is aware of the fact
that there is ashortage of nurses
in this. country. .T feal thai the
Goveromeut should provide for a
sufficient number of tutors for
the training of our nurses sothat
we would be able to cater for our
immediate regquiremeuts at  the
varicus Institutions. Thousands

of applications are out for
aursing students, and this has

nothing to do with what the hon.
Acting Premier has been talking
about . This is an alarming re-
duction in the item, and I should
Iike the hon. Minister to give us
some explanation in connecticn
with this matter.

5.30 p.m.

Mr. Chardisiagh: The reason
1s given in the mnote at the
hottom.

Mr, Merrimaz: The note mere-

Iv =savs: '"Chapges in holders of
y says
posts, ' lave thev been absorbed

into another category? There are
abowt, 1,000 patients, some on th
floor and two in one hed. Every
body knows that nurses are ii
short supply, and to see this
alarming reduction in the vote
with only a feotuote "Chauges ir
holders of posts”, one is 1in-
clined to wc ler what "changes"
means, I{ 1t means that novices
are beling qmplqyed'thEU'the effi-
ciency of the hospital is heing
Turther impaired. It untrained
people zre bheing employed it
would require two such persons to
do the iob, and it would stagnate
promotion of trained nurses to
higher categories.
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Mr., Lhandiszipgh: LT 18 sur—
prising to hear the hon. Member
referring to students or young
nnrses s novices, On the one
hand be admonishes the Govermment
to train mere nurses, and then he
castigates them. The reason for
the reduction in the expenditure
is that people are coming in on
the lower rung of the scale, and
furthermore this applies nct only
to nurses and servants bul to
certain other subordinate staff.
ITn addition more people are leav-
ing or retiring, and others be-
ing brought in as rapidly as
possible to fill their posts,
thereby reducing the total
amounts being paid out. But
anart from that the hon. Member

t he assnred that the amount
provided for this year is a s~
which, il Lhe need arises by vi.
vue of the fact that we are tak-
ing in more student nurses, can
be increased by supplementary
provigion. The limit, so far as
siudent nurses are concerned, is
the number of tutors. I may men-
tion that at the Georgectiown
¥Yospital there are 192 qualified
staff nurses out of what is con-
sidered to be acomplement of 204,
so that the shortage is not very
ereal as the hon. Member alleges.
That is the position, geuerally
speaking. We do need more nurses,
hut this is limited by the mumber
of tutors we have. If we can get
more tutors and more nurses money
will be provided.

fr, Cheeks: Subhead %: 1
observe that there 1s a tremen-
dous reduction in the dietary
vote, and in view of the number
of complaints about the gquality
ot the food I wonder if it is a
wise reduction. What worries me
is the great reduction of the
vote for food as compared witn
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in the wards do not actually
receive this food. It disappears
somewhere along the line.

T think it was ahout 9 or 4
days ago when T paid a surprise
visit to the hospital and went
into the kitchen. No one ex-
pected me and the head cock was
very interested in getting me to
sample some of the food. T went
around and sampled bitzs of each
type of dish, stewed beef, chow
mein and so on, which had been
prepared for the different wards.
I considered that the food was
very palatable indeed. I under-
stand, however, that in some
cases when this food is preparsd
it does not reach the ward in
question and when it does reach
the ward, it reaches late so thai
there is a chance it may get cold
and naturally patients may com-
plain ahout this.

The criticism of the hon.
Member:of the amount of money
prrovided bears no relation to
this specific and peculiar prob-
lem. We can only try fo incul-
cate a feeling of responsibility
and duty among fhose persons who
have to do with it. As a matter
of fact, io a speech I made at
the last annual conference of the
Medical Ewployees Union I raised
this point with them specifical-
lv. T asked the Unilon to see
what it could do in helping tu
cee that food designed for
patients does get to patients.
This is & separate problem.

Brugs

Mr. Merriman: I refer to
subhead 7, Drugs and Medical
Appliances {a) Drugs and Dress—
ings for =11 Instituticus. I=
t+he hon. Minis r aware of ithe
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makes it necessary for persons
who are given prescriptions to go
ontside although these prescrip-
tions are issued for supply from
hospital stock? I would like to
know what is responsible for
this. Alsc doctors are told not
to purchase certain types of
drugs which are necessary for
patients. Are these allegations
true and, if so, to what extent
can they be remedied?

Mr. Chandisisgh: There is no
real shortage of drugs. This
Government would not tolerate a
position where there is & short-
age of drugs because of the par-
simopious attitude in the past.
T helieve, however, that there
have been instances "at one hos-
pital, and even at the Georgetown
Bospital, where certain drugs
that were prescribed may nmot have
heen available inr the dispensary
at a particular time and bhad to
be ordered from the Central
Pharmacy. In such cases there is
a bit of inconvenience and diffi-
cnlty to people. It does mnot
mean Lo say, as the hon. Member
infers, that there is a shortage
of drugs because there is mo
money to buy drugs.

At other institutions it
somet imes happens that the olfi-
cer in charge of ordering drugs
particularly if he 1s at some
cutlying hospital, has not placed
an order in advance or perhaps
there may be some delay at the
Central Pharmacy. 1 am not demy-
ing this, but it is not becanse
of any basic shortage of drugs or
Yack of money.

On the second point made by
the hon. Memher that circulars
have bheen sent to medicel practi-






























