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PARLIAMENT ARY DEBATES 
OFFICIAL REPORT 

[VOLUME 3] 

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE THIRD SESSION OF 
THE FIRST LEGISLATURE CONSTITUTED UNDER THE BQITISH 
GUI ANA (CONSTITUTION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1961. 

22 n d S i tting Thurs d ay, 23rd January, 1964 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

The -Assembly met at t p.m. 

Prayers 

Mr. Deputy Spe.a.k.er in the Chai-r] 

Present: 

J Members of the Government 

P eople's Pro gressive Party 

Ministers 

, 

The Honourable B. H. Benn 

The Honourable Ram Karran 

The Honourable R. Chandisingh 

Dr. the Honourable Charles Jacob, Jr. 

-Dr. lhe Honourable F. H. W. Ramsahoye 

The Honourable E. M. G. Wilson 

Parliamc,rtary Secretarie s 

Mr. G. Bowm an 

- Minister of Agriculture, Forests and Lands 
(Member forDemerara Coas t - We st) 

- Minister of Works and r,Ivdraulic6 
(Member for Mahaica) 

- Minister ,()/ Labour, Health and Housing 
(Member for Lower Demerara Ri'IJer) 

- Minister of Finance _ 
(Member for Vreed-en--Hoop) 

- Attorney-General, 
(Member for Canals Polderj 

- Minister of Communica~ons 
(Id em b~ for Boerasiri,e) 

Parciamentary Secre tary to the Minisflry 
of Home Affairs (Member for 
/'l" ,._,.,.,., .,.,,,,. b fl ... .. ,._"1] \ 



Mr. L. E. Mann 
, 

Parli-am.entary Secretary to the Ministry L .. 
of Education and Social [)evelqpment 
(Member for Mahaicony) 

,,r S. M. Saffee Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fore sts and Lands 
(Member fo r Berbice West) 

• : A ~ Members 

Mr. G.· L. Roberts on 

Mr. M. Bhagwan 
Mr. J. B. Cal deira 

Mr. V. Downer 
Mr. M. Hamid 
Mr. D. C. Jagan 

Mr. H. Lall 

Mr. M. Shakoor 

Members Constituting the Minority 

(i) People's National Congress 

Mr. L. F. S. Burnham, Q.C. 

Mr. W. 0. R. Kendall, Deputy Speaker 
Mr. J. Carter, Q.C. 
Mr. E. F. Correia 

Mr. N: J. Bissember 
Mr. W. A. Blair 
Mr. R. S.S. Hugh 

Mr. J . G. Joaquin 
Mr. R. J. J ordan 
Mr. C. A. Merriman 
Mr. H. M. S. Wharton 

(M em.be; for L eonora) 
(Member for E ss equibo}slands) 
(Member for Pomeroon) 
(~ember for Berbice - E ast) 
(Mem ber for DemHara - Central) 
(Member for Suddie) 

(Member for Corentyne - Weo,t) 
(Member for Corentyne !Uvar) 

(Metnbtr fo, «uimveldt) 
(Member fM New Amstefriam) 
(Member for Werk-en-Rust) 
(Member for Mazaruni-Potaro) 

- (Member /or Campbellville) 
(Member for Berbice River) 

- (M ember for Georgetown - So uth) 
(Me mber for Kitty) 
(M ember fo r- Upper Demerara River) 

- (Member fo r L a Penitence - Lodge) 
- (Member for Abary) 

- (Member for Georgetown - Central) 

(ii) United Force 
Mr. P. d' Aguiar 
Mr. S . Campbell 
Mr. R. E. Cheeks 
Mr. E. E. Melville 

- --- - - (Member for_ NortiLWest)_ 

Mr. E. V. Viapree 

Mr. F. A. Narain 

(Member for Georgetown - North) 
- (Member for Rupununi). 

Clerk of the Legislature (Ag.) 

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature (Ag.). 

Absent: 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. R. B. Gajraj - on leave 

Dr. the Honourable C. B. J.agan, Premier and Minister of Development and Planning 

(Member for Corentyne - East) - on leave 
Mr. B. S. Rai (Member for Demerara Coast - Eas t). 
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info:ttna~ion. Sixteen 
(16) applications for 
1963 are to be investi­
gated. 

' 
~ . • 

1 \, 
~,> 

Mr. Blair (Berbice River) : I 
wi s h to as·k Que stion No . 18 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper: 

(a) How ma ny Claim s or 
app l ications for Old 
·Age Pension & Public 
Assistance from resi­
dents in the Berbice 
River Cons t ituency are 

·awaiting investigati on 
and for how long hav~ 
they been outstanding? 
Please give the dates 
of the first and the 
last application? 

( b) How many vi sits have 
been made to the Berbice 
River nnd Canje Creek 
fo r the purposes_ of 
paying Old Age pension 
and Public Assistance 
during the h al £-year 
ending Jul y 31 , 1963? 

(c) According to the Ordin­
ance, how often should 
these dol e s be paid to 
recipients? 

The Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Education and 
Social Devel o pm en t ( Mr . Mann) : 
The Answer is as follows: . 

(a) There are eighteen (18) 
claims for Ol d Age Pen­
s ions outstanding to 
date. Two (2) are- in 
respect of Dece~ber, 
1962. Visits were made 
to t hese hom~s but ihe 
Local Board has deferred 
the· claims for further 

Twenty- t hree ( 23) Pub­
lic Assistance ·applica­
tions are on hand to be 
investigated·. These 
rel ate to the period 
July-December, 1963. 
It would be appreciated 
that i n river ain areas 
it is difficu l t to l o­
cat.e applicants since 
many do not live on the 
river banks, but inland 
and in creeks which are 
not navigabl e and which 
are dangerous to 
1 aunches. In special 
circuwstances an appli­
cant may be asked to 
meet the investigating 
officer at a certain 
point but this is not 
always desirable since 
t he home visit is very 
essential in case work. 
In these areas it may 
take thre e or four 
visits to locate a per­
s on. I may men tio n 
that t here is s ome re­
luctance by officers to 
travel by launch since 
one of their counter­
parts had to be res~ued 
from the river due to a 
burning launch. 

I would ask the co­
operation of the Hon­
ourable Member for Ber­
bice River (Mr . Blair) 
to advise applic•ants to 
state their call names 
along with their cor­
rect names and also to 
give a landmark as well 
as addresses, when 
applying ~or social 
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MR. MANN] 

(b) 

c1ssistance. This will 
greatly facilitate the 
investigating officer. 
One visit was made to 
the Berbice River and 
Cahje Creek to July 
1 963, for payments. 
Thi s was in March and 
another v i sit wou l d 
h ave normally been made 
in June bu t thi s was 
impossible due to t h e 
genera l str ik e. Two 
other yisits were made 
to t hese areas and in 
December paymen ts were 
completed to the end of 
las t year. 

(c) Pa~ments accrue monthly 
and are paid as such so 
l ong as t he st a tutory 

conditions for the 
award are fulfilled 
Seventy per cent (70%) 
of the recipients of 
social assi stanc e in 
th ese areas is paid 
monthly and it is t he 
polic y to make trips up 
ri v er and creek at 
l east once everY. three 
months to pay about 
eighty p ersons accoun t 
be ing taken of -

(i) the hazards of river 
and creek voyages by 
in experienced offi­
cers; 

( ii) transportation diffi­
culties and its hi gh 
cost, i.e. about $200 
per trip; 

(iii) t h e number of wOTking 
days involved, i.e. 
about JO as comp~-ft~ 

with two or three for 
coastal payments; 

(iv) the fact that Minis ­
ters of Religion and 
Sch o o l Te ache rs do 
receive p ayments fo r 
these persons at_the 
New ·Amsterdam Office 
du r iii g th e three -
monthly tri ps. 

Post Office arrange­
ments are being worked out. 

2 .10 p. m. 
We are now in t he proces s of 

working out an arrangement with 
the Post Offices whereby we can 
institute a system of payment by 
way of vouchers so that the r e­
cipients of old age pensions and 
social assistance will be able 
to r eceive t h e money at Post 
Offices , and later on in shops 
and other places which will hon­
our these vouchers, provided they 
are presented t o Post Offices. 
We hope soon to set up a pilot 
scheme as soon as we have gone 
into all the intricacies in­
volved. I know that the hon . 
Member's constituency i s one of 
the places where the people un­
dergo a certain amount of hard­
ships, and we will try to facili­
tate tbe payments as well as the 
investi~ations in that District. 

Mr . Blair: I have not been 
hearing the h-0n . Pa-~li.arnentary 
Secretary plainly. In any case, 
I propo se to waiye my right to 
ask supp l ementary questions, 
because I intend to deal with 
t he matt.P.r 1mder the proper Head. 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
TELEPHONE ALLOWANCES TO 

LEGISLATORS 
The Minis ter of Communica­

tions (Mr. Wilson): I have two 
statements to make : (1 ) I am 
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1330. 

pleased to be able to announce 
-tnat as a resutt of representa­
tions made to me in this conne6-
tion, Governmen t has now given 
approval for the payment, effec­
Live from 1st January, 1964, of 
telephone allowances to Members 
of the Lea:isla ti ve Assembly and 
of the Senate. 

This aJlowance which is in · 
tended Lo provide for telephon~ 
calls which Members make on offi­
cial business, is at the rate or; 

$12.00 per monLh to Membero 
of the LegislaLive A!sembly, 
and SB.00 per mo~th t~ Mem­
bers of the Senate . 

CRITICISM RE APPOI:\TMENT OF 
ffiAI RMAN OF GUYANA AIRWAYS 

CORPORATION 

I 
(2) I wish to bring to the atten­
tion of this Honourable House 
that in answer to criticism in 
certain of the local newspapers of 
the appointment of Mr. R. Benjamin 
to be Chairman of the Guyana Air­
ways ,Co r Ii o r at i o n , I i s s u e d 
t hrough the Government Informa­
tion Services, a release in the 
following terms: 

11
The Ministe of Commu­

nications notes with concern 
that the recent appointment 
of Mr. R. Benjamin to be the 
Chairman of the Guyana Airways 
Corporation has given rise to 
much idle conjecture and ill­
foui.derl comment,, T , 0r'1f'r 
to correct any er1uu .... ~ .• 

pressions that may have been 
formed arid ·to avoid embarrass­
ment to the persons concerned 
the Minister wishes to make it 
cle ::ir .-h ....... ;, l · ,.., ,, th r- ~ ?"' .. 

__ginal members o.J the Corpora­
tion were appointed for a 
period of one year, it w?.s 
made clear to Mr. S. A. Storey 
at the timeofhis appointment 
that this would be for a short 
period only and th at it •as 
not in fact expected to last 
for more than three months. 
( In fact Mr. Storey served as 
Chairman fro 1r. the 1st of 
September to tbP 15th of 
January.) 

2. The Mini ster wishes Lo 
m Fl k e i t c J ear t h a L tf, e sub­
~ tit u ti on of Mr . Benjamin fo r 
Mr . SL n re y do f' c• n 0 t i n an y 
way imply dissatisfection 
wi tl, the sen·ices rendered by 
Mr. Storey but wa" merely a 
further step in a pre-arranged 
programme of which the persons 
concerned were aware from the 
very beginning. Iti s enti re­
ly inaccurate to suggest that 
there has been any 'disagree­
m e:i. t' between the former 
Chairman and the Minister, 11 

Since the newspapers con­
uerned have failed to give pub-
1 ici ty to this release, I find ii. 
necessary to provide this House 
with the facts for inclusion in 
the record. 

Mru Bu~nbam (Ruimveldt): 
Where are the fact s ? 

PUBL i C BUSI NESS 

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1964 

BUDGET DEBATE 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The 
Assembly wil l resume considera­
tion, in Committee of SupPly, of 
the Bill intituled: 
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"An Ordinance to appro­
priate the s uppl ies granted 
in t h e cur rent Session of t h e 
Legi s lature. 11 

Assembly in.Committee of Supply. 

~ike to know from tne Ministe r 
why after many years of criticism 
the unsatisfactory system still 
persists. What has been done to 
ensure that poor persons are not 
pr evented from getting prompt 
specialist attention which they 
seek i n such large numbers? 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HEALIB AND The Minis-~er of Labou~, 
HOUSING _ MEDICAL H~al th and Housrng (Mr. Chand1-

The Chairman: The hon. Mem­
ber for La Penitence-Lodge (Mr . 
Merr i man) was commenting on Head 
28 when the House was ad,i ourned. 

Specialist a~d Personal 
Qualification Allowances 

SubbP.ad } !~ 5i - Specialist 
and personal Qual ification Allow­
ances - Sl,440. 

Mr. Merriman (La Penitence­
Lodge): I' cannot recall th e 
exact issue I was dealing with 
when the Assembly adjourned, but 
I should like to deal with the 
question of fees to Specialists. 
I refer to the dissat i sfaction of 
the entire communi ty regarding 
t he syf+ em used in paying fees to 
Consul tan ts. One has to pay $ 6 
to see a Consultant , and Special­
ists are also paid fees . 

s1ngh) : I recollect t hat yester­
day afternoon when the hon. Mem­
be r dealt wi th this sub,i ect he 
said he was reasonably satisfied 
with t he answer I gave h im, but 
apparently he does not remember 
what he said yesterday and what I 
said. But to refresh his memory 
and merely to deal wi th t he addi­
tional remarks he has made today, 
I_ will explain the position. _ The 
hon. Member says that the majori­
ty of·-ca_ses needing· treatment are 
those of·poor·people, and he says 
that those cases are prevented 
from receiving treatment. There­
fore, i f he is l ogical and con­
sistent about his argument , he is 
making the charge that t he major­
i ty of people in this country who 
need medical treatment are denied 
such treatment because they can­
not pay t he f ees . My answer to 
t1iat is t hat his charge is ridi­
culous. He has shown a tendency 
to generalize , but I wi'sh to ad­

" 20 P· m. 
----vise- him that _in.__such generaliza-

That may seem quite reason­
_ible, but perhaps the most needy 
cases do not . receive the attention 
of t he specialists. The Public 
Hospi tal is a public institution 
wh i ch is intended to provide 
me dic~l fariilities for the poor 
peopl e of the country, t he major­
ity of whom a r e excluded from 
prompt speci ali st attention be­
cause of lack of money. The 
whole policy is bad , and lshould 

t i on he has presented a very dis­
torted and inaccurate picture of 
the situati on . 

I explained yesterday that 
Government was not satisfied with 
the system of consultation fees 
and was considerin~ proposals ·to 
change the system, and to' intro­
duce a system whereby all spe­
cialists would receive a·fixed 
allowance in lieu of consultation 
fees. This question, I repeat, 
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cs bein~ dealt with in Whitley 
uouncil. Furt her to that , does 
the hon . Member ·know, .or can .he 
bring to t he attention of this 
House or the Ministry any speci­
f ic cases he has referred to, in 
which poor people were ~revented 
from receiving medical attention 
because they could notp_ay a fee? 
I am not standing here to t ake up 
the position that there can be no 
such cases at all. I do not seek 
to white-wash anything that may 
have occurred that the hon. Mem­
ber may know about, but at the 
same time I wish to present a 
bal anced picture, and if the hon . 
Member knows of such cases, why 
does he not bring them to the 
attention of the Ministry? Why 
does he not bring them to th~ 
attention of the Chief Medical 
Officer? I submit that either he 
has no such cases to refer, or he 
has not been as diligent in his 
representation of those people as 
he ought to be. : 

In conclusion on this point 
I wi sh to reiterate that Govern­
ment wishes to introduce changes 
of the syst em but i ts hands are 
t ied in view of t he discussions 
wh ich are going on in Whitley 
Council on this matter. Further­
more , if the hon. Member knows of 
any instances in which poor peo­
ple, even when they go through 
t h e Assessment Officer , cannot 
get medical attention , he should 
bring those cases immediately to 
the attention of the Ministry. · 

Mrv Merriman: In view bf the 
assurance given by the hon . Min­
is t er that the question of con­
sultation fees is being investi­
gated I acceRt his statement, but 
I think the .Government should go 
further. No one wishes to deny 
t he specialists the right _to give 

t.h..e.i.r. .k.n.o..w..L.e.dg..e,_ .an d. s k.i 11 t 0-­

those who can afford to pay, and 
perhaps they could be permitted 
such consultation practice out­
side their normal hours of duty . 
But such practice should not be 
permitted at the institution at 
the expense of giving ready 
attention to poor people . Why is 
it tliat when ?, poor man goes to 
the Hospital he has ·to be told to 
go to ·the Assessor, and when he 
gets ··there he has to :spena two 
or t hree_ days because of a lo:qg 
line , before he can be told when 
he can see a specialist? I know 
of many such cases, and I should 
like ·the Minister ·to say whether 
he has not had _a compl~irrt in 
writing from amiddle- class .person 
who paid $150 fo r consultation 
with a specialist , and an addi­
tional sum of $100 to the spe­
Jialist who has left the country. 
You cannot deal with him now be­
cause he has gone. That is the 
pattern. 

2 . 30 p. m. 

Why should a person go to thE: 
hospital and have to return three 
or four days in s uccession in 
order to see a specialist? I now 
mention the name of Christian 
Persaud who was the advocate.for 
Hassim Bacchus . I did not wish 
to call the name . Yesterday I 
made just a reference to it but 
the Minister has strongly per­
suaded me to make this statement 
now, and· I call upon him to deny 
it . 

I should like it to be under­
stoo_d that we are not saying that 
the specialist should not be at 
the disposal of every person in 
the community, but it must be 
under ·condit ions which are in 
harmony with the .primary purpose 
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for ~1ich the publ i c hos r ital was 
0st ahh s hPd . The hospHa.l must 
not cai E.' r for t,hose who have Uic 
a bil i t,Y to ra:y. 'l'hat was the 
system in th" ol d colon i a.l days 
and i f w0 are ge L ting a½·ci:\· from 
th os,, d a;\· s l et. us change t he 
s:-,· st em 

I h_vt SE"n tl1c Minister 
p:_i ;, .,_11g Ute Public Hospital and 
hf- mnsi IW Y•J ob sen ed 1he hun­
dred::e o f r er::- on:o 1d10 attend daily 
lJr fore 1·£c~i , in~ at.1.cni.ion . TJ1e 
~h n ~ ·· t '-' r Ji u. s e. rr r c Pd i h at t 1-i r 
s:v·-i..ern is c· 1i~!d on(• and sl1ould be 
r1:mPd i ,d . The remedy is not to 
mhkc ~pEtio :ists una~ailablP Lo 
rJ1,, 1•ulil i L. hut. all men must lie 
i::yunl • [Mr , Wilson: ''You cannot 
avui d 1 acia] propaganda"] 

\Jr, -Chand i s in g h: The hon . 
'l embe1 ulo1L. hct a nd cold. On 
t hr onP hanrl he wants t o be on 
2:ood i.erms wi t h t he public by 
s ayi ng: that 1-1oor people s hould 
not be charg£d t hes e fees and on 
tli e o i. her hand h e fe e l s tl1 at 
speci ali sts are enti t led t o s ome 
measur e o f c onsiderat ion. I 

Let u s suppo s e t hat th e 
1}ove rnment abo lished all f ees -
a n d we are c o nsider i ng t h is -
does i l g u arantee that if a 
p atient went to a par t icular 
doctor \'/ho \\'anted io charge extra 
f ees i n order 1.0 at tend to some­
body quicker ·that the <loclor ,Yi ll 
not be able to do 1,l1is? Does he 
believe that i t is~ simpl e ad­
ministratiYe thi ng which can be 
changed and everyth i ng wi l l be 
all right? If he is thinking so 
he is fool i ng hi mself; he i s noi 
realistic:. 

Assuming 1haL what the hon . 
Me mber said is cor r ect, the 
a nswer is t.o L&.,·e D situation 
1,·here t here is suffi cien1, compc­
Lition so that people need not be. 
held up to one or iwu Joctors as 
tlie case rnav be . 'This is the 
ultimate ans\;er to this '111e nl­
t imate answer also has to do with 
a new outlook b:v all- the people -
I do not wi sh the h on. Member to 
s ing le ou1, doctor s a s such - i n 
Government ernpl oy1nent who serve 
t he public . This i.s the attitude 
which will count. This a t t itude 
will come in t ime as more respon­
sibility devolves on Guianese . 

ag r ee \, i t h him wholehe arte dly Ho·wever , -the question of 
t hat, no matter what their econ- :vnsultation fees, as I am trying 
omic -:tatus . but particularly i f ,o gc~ into the skull of the 
tne5' are- poo-r,---there-is -no j ttSti- ion.. .11.ember. •i_s not something 
ficat ion for people to pay extra ,;hich the Government can .fus -C­
f'e e s in ord e r to get medical ~hange overnight. The Government 
a tt en t ion. The hon. Member knows 11ade proposals, if he will r emem­
this i. s no t so but he does not ber, at the time that the Guille-
1,· 1 sh to ad mi t it. If these baud report was being cons ide red 
i.h i nQs exist , and assuming the and then t here were further dis­
a llegation s that are made from turbances wi t h burning, and 
t ime Lo t ime are correct at l eas t looting in George town and this 
in certain ins tances, this is not succeeded in nullifying the 
1..he fault of -the Government. He vishes of the Goverrunent to a bo-
cannot say the Government was at i sh fees. The abolition of con- . .,. 
fault because these things hap- ultation fees was part of the 
pen . whole proposals Government was 
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makiag in relation to. the Guille­
baud report and the hon. Member, 
judging from the stand h e has 
taken, supported the activities 
against the Government on that 
occasion. He cannot, therefore, 
come here today and say the 
Government should abolish consul­
tat ion fees and then when the 
Government tries to do this very 
thing he agitates and succeeds in 
getting demonstrations against 
the Government. 

Health Engineer 

Mr. Campbel] (North West): I 
should like the Minister to ex­
plain to me what are the func­
tions of the Health Engineer, as 
mentioned under subhead 1, item 
( 24) . 

Mr. Cbandisiogh: The Heal th 
Engineer is concerned mainly with 
environmental sanitation. He 
gives advice at a high level on 
all matters pertaining to health 
generally of an engineering 
nature. In the recent past his 
activi ties have b~•en mainly in 
overseeing the environmental san­
itation programme which has begun 
in the Essequibo district . . H~ is 
also there to be consulted on 
other matters which pertain to 
his field. 
Duty and Station Allowances 

Mr . Hugh (Georrretown South): 
With reference to subhead 1, item 
(47) Duty Allowances and item 
(51) Station Allowances, may I 
inquire from the Minister to whom 
these allowances are paid? 

Mr. Cbandisingh: Duty allow­
ances are ·paid to certain per­
sonnel in the interior districts. 

Mr" Hugh: I suppose nurses 
are included? 

Mr ,._ Chandisingh: I under­
stand that the duty allowance 
does not apply to nurses in the 
interior. but station allowance 
would apply to some rd' them. 

2.40 p.m. 

Mr, Hugh: Officers in cer­
tain Departments receive ·station 
alla,,,,ance .and duty all&ance, but 
these nurses who have ·to travel 
from Georgetown e;very day do not 
receive any. They suffer incon­
venience, no matter how you put 
it. Every one of us who has to 
go out of George·town to work 
knows that this is an. inconve­
nience. The people in the admin­
istration as well as the Govern­
ment know that when nurses are 
asked to ·go to £artica to work 
they just do not want io go, 
Naturally, they are perfectly 
right. I wish the Government 
would understand th~t. If po­
lic emen and civil servants can 
get station allowances, why can't 
the nurses get? There are c er­
tai n other things that go with 
their transfers and . I wish that 
the Government and the people in 
the administration will take into 
consideration the inconvenience 
that these nurses are put to. 

They want nurses but they 
must recognise that there is a 
scarcity of nurses throughout the 
world and if we are to get train­
_ed ones to go into remote areas 
like Bartica, they must be satis­
fied witli their working condi­
tions.: A station allowance ought 
to be paid to them and I wish the 
Government would consider this. 

They are not like the doctors 
at the ' bospitals.: I do not agree 
with what the specialists do,: My 
father had to pay to get at ten­
t ion, I was glad because I want-
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ed h i m to get immediate atten­
tion. I f he did not agree to· 
pay, the do9tor would not . have 
operated on him at the hospital 
for qui,te some time.. Imagine 
chargin~ a man $400 to operate on 
cne eye. 

Mr, ·Merriman: There is a 
further point about allowances 
that I should like t~ make, 
though I should like to deal with 
iteM 33, Since we are dealing 
With allowances, I should like to 
know what is - the night duty al­
lo¼~nce paid to Medical Officers? 

Mr. Cbandisingh: Night duty 
allowance is the allowance paid 
to Medical Officers who work more 
than one night per week, 

Mr. Merriman: What amount is 
pa.id? 

Mr, Chandisingh: The amount 
paid is $20 per night, per extra 
night.: 

Mosquito Control Service 

Mr. Cor..reia (Mazaruni Pot_a.ro): 
I should like to find out if my 
information is correct that mal­
aria wr, ~ on the increase in 1963, 
1 ~ ;J - was so·, in what district? 

Mr Chaadisingh: Which sub­
:,ead is the hon.: Member referring 
to? 

Mr. Correia : Subhead 1, item 
36 - Mosquito Control Service. 

Mr, Chandis i ngh: In any 
event the hon. Member asked about 
mal aria, so I will ·reply to him 
on that.: Malaria , as you know, 

:irns been al most wi ped out i n this 

coudtry . On t he coast l ands, 
mal ~ri a was wiped out with the 
introduction of D.D.T. after the 
end of the l ast war and, since 
1961, with the introduction of 
medicated salt in the interior 
areas, the position has consi der­
ably i mproved in the North West 
district, in the Mazaruni-Potaro 
area, and so on. As a matter of 
fact, I believe that during this 
period there has not been a sin­
gle reported case of malaria out­
break in the North West district 
and the Mazaruni-Potaro triangle. 
This can be attributed to the use 
of the medicated sal t. · 

Recently, however we found 
that in the ·1ethem triangle, the 
area around Lethem, there has 
been what may be called a resur­
gence of the malaria mosquito. 
This is accounted for, I under­
stand, by the fact that although 
we are using the medicated sal t 
in this particular area, the 
Brazi lians on the other side of 
the border have ·not been using i t 
and we find that there tends to 
be traffic over the border from 
Brazi l i nto Gu iana of untreated 
salt. The medical specialists 
feel that this is what accounts 
for the -re-surgenc·e .o-f malaria :in 
recent years in thi s particular 
area. 

- Tbe -Gove-rnment , however, ap­
prised of this s ituation, is tak­
ing steps to try to reduce this 
resurgence of malaria in the 
Lethem triangle and to prevent it 
from spreading further. We have 
asked the Brazilian a utho ri ti es, 
through the World Heal th Organis­
ati ·on, to use medicated salt in 
the area adjacent to the Lethem 
tJo rder area and 1 understand that 
t hey have started a programme of 
spraying in this particular area. 
We hope that this will help to 
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prevent t-he introduction of711al­
ari a from over t he border. 

Mr, Correia: I am not fin­
ish e d • I sh o u 1 d no t 1 i k e t o 
waste the Mini ster's time but I 
shoul d like to ask t he Mi nister 
if, in. 1963, mal aria was on the 
increase at Bartica and at the 
Penal Sett l ement, 

Mr, Chandisingb: There have 
been no cases of malaria,: 

Mr, Correia: I am glad to 
hear that rep l y. 

2.50 p.m. 

Medical ~pecialists 

Mr, Cheeks: I un.derstand 
that the re are variations in the 
individual contracts made between 
the Government and Medical 
Specialists in respect of study 
leave, lon g: l eave, hous i ng, pas-­
sages, and so on. Can the hon . 
Minister tell this House what are 
the criteria in determining these 
variations i n the terms of the 
individua l contracts? 

Mr. Chandisingh : So far as I 
am aware there are no real vari a­
tions in the contracts for 
Specialists, but there has been 
one case I can recall in which 
one :i;:ers on - not a S:i;:eci alist -
was :i;: r ovided with furnished 
accommodation in his contract . 
This was not done through the 
Ministry; it was done in error by 
the Secretary for Technical Co­
operation in the United Kingdom, 
but it should not have been done. 
Tl1e Secretar;y for Tec1rnical Co­
operation made the appointment, 
and we were not responsible for 
the mi stake . I do not know 
whether the hon. Member had this 

offtcer-i.-rr111ind,-wben he-spoke of 
vari ations wi t h r egard t o Spe­
c i a li sts or Overseas Se rvi ce 
Al lowances enjoyed by expatri ate 
officers recruited through the 
Secretary for Technfcal Co-opera­
tion. An additional sum of money 
over and above what this Govern­
ment offers for the various posts 
is paid to overseas officers . I f 
the hon. Member is referring to 
this, t hen there is no vari ation. 

Mr, Cheeks: On what basis is 
this Overseas Allowance paid? 

Mr, Cbandisingb: The United 
Kingdcm Government pays it , and 
it is not applicable only to 
doctcrs, but-to other expatri­
ates. 

Nurse Midwives - (Training) 

Mr . lt h a r t o n ( Ab a ry ) : I 
should like to know whether these 
nurses are being trained, or are 
lo be trained? When will they be 
ready for service in the distri ct? 
I have , at present, a matter 
before the hon. Minister, and I 
know that the re is much S\lffering 
in \1este rn Berbice. We are very 
anxious to have Nurse Midwives 
placed in that area extending 
fr cm Abary to Fort Wellingt en 
where there i s only one midwife 
to serve a distance of 17 miles. 

Mr. Chandisingb: This item 
Joes not r efe r to Rural Midwife 
Trainini;r, hnt. lo Staff Nurses be­
i ng given aJ<litional training as 
midwives . The training is at the 
moment going on, I understand. I 
believe that provision fo r the 
t raining of Rural :'1idwives will 
fall under the Head "Nurses and 
Servants 11. 
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Mosquito Control Service 

Mr. Cheeks: Will the hon. 
Minister tell us what has become 
of the 15 Operators/ Inspectors 
listed under- item 4t? These of-
ficers were listed last year, but 
the information regarding them 
seems to be omitted this year. 

Mr. Cbandisingh : The offi­
cers to which the hon . Member 
refers can be found at i terr, (36) 
- Mosquito Control Service . 

Mr. Oieeks: I should like to 
say a word on behalf of these 
0 perators/Inspectors. They seell) 
to belong to that section of ou1 
working people who are least con, 
sidered by the Government. I 
should/ like to draw the hon. Min­
ister's attention to the fact 
that these men are working under• 
very severe condit10ns . Their 
chief job., I understand, is the 
spraying of D.D.T. I saw some 
injuries which were suffered by 
some of these men when D.D.T . was 
thrown1 on their skin. I know of 
two particular cases where hair 
has not grown back, despi te the 
fact that the injuries were 
heale c. There is a case where 
D.D.T. - fel l en a man's foot a 
year ago. I saw the spot today, 
an~ nr hair has grown back on 

____Llill..L ..::;._p_nL -

I am informed that the con­
t inued use of D.D.T. causes ner­
vo us ne ss, and it would appear 
that there is some truth in the 
allegation. I f ee l that the hon. 
Minister should consult these 
men, and have them examined by 
doctors to see whether there is a 
case made out to give them spe­
cial consideration . These men 
are paid under B7, and I feel 
that some special consi deration 
should be given in cases where 

men with families are being in­
jured during the normal course of 
their work. · 

Mr. Chandisingb: The hon. 
Member has already seen that we 
have ·put a certain num.ber of 
these men on· a higher scale on 
the Fiied Eslablishment. This 
indicates that the Government has 
been giving consideration to this 
category of employee. With re­
spect to the injuries to which he 
refers, my medical a.4visers have 
not so far heard of these cases 
where D. D. T. has caused injury. 
I am not sure whether the hon. 
Member meant that D.D.T. was 
sprayed on the people, or whether 
any drums of D.D. T. fell on them. 
If the hon. Member lmows of these 
people - i f they are not Govern­
ment employees but members of t he 
general public - he should refe r 
them to the Chief Medical Offi­
cer, and I am sure that adequate 
consideration will be given to 
them. So far as the Ministry 
knows, if D.D.T. merely fell on 
an employee it would not cause 
him any injury. '°Of course, in 
the medical world one is never 
sure of these things. 

Mr, Cheeks; Is it the inten­
tion of thi s Government to pro­
mote these men gradually into the 
Fixed Establishment? 

Mr, Chandisingh: This is 
what the Government is trying to 
do. . . 

3 p.m. 

Mr, Cheeks: I am thinking of 
some who have s e rved over 20 
years , and the r e i s one such em­
ployee who has become 1aralysed, 
and has a wife and children. He 
was given an annual allowance but 
no gratuity. I wonder whether 
Government has any system . 
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The Chairman: If you look at 
t he last page of the Est imates 
you will get some information. 

Mrv Cheeks: I see the salary 
ccales. 

The Chairman: It i s not a 
salary scale but a list of the 
approved posts. 

Senior Health Visitors 

Health Visitors and School Nurses 

Mr" Merriman: How many of 
these s1x posts of Senior Health 
Visitors are fHlP.d? 

Mr" Chandisingh: Two of th~ 
posts are filled. 

Mru Merriman: Last year 
there was an addition cf four 
Senior Health Visitors, but after 
a year only two posts have been 
filled. There is no question of 
recruitment here, because the 
senior posts are filled from 
among Health Visitors in the 
lower category. What can be the 
excuse for not filling t hese 
senior posts? The structure 
calls for six Senior Health 
Visitors, but only one-third has 
been filled. Isn't this purpose­
ful? In the rural areas where 
there are Health Centres and 
fancy camouflages, trained Health 
Visitors_are not being attracted, 
because Government is not provid­
in·g quarters or furnished apart-

1ments . I should like the Minister 
to say whether applications have 
been made for advances t o provide 
personnel with beds, but they 
h ave been t urned d01,n . A pers on 
is taken f r om say Port }1ourant 
and sent to work in 1,h£ Rupununi. 

and she is expected to transport 
her belongings there. After aU 
~9 out of 100 of such persons are 
called upon to separate them­
selves frrnn their families . What 
attractive salaries are being 
paid to them? I would invite the 
Minister to say whether it is 
true that requests for.advances 
have been made by Midwives and 
Health Visitors who are sent to 
remote areas and have been turned 
down. If so, why? 

Mru Cbandisingb: First of 
all, on the question of Senior 
ffealth Visitors a request has 
been made f0r the vacancies to bP. 
fill~d ~ith regard to furniture 
for Health Visitors the hon. Mem­
bef has made a very brave and 
hod plea for this-category of 
nurses, and I would say that per• 
haps a case may be made out for 
assistance to such persons, but 
by and large a nurse is not 
forced to be trained as a Health 
Vi sitor. When she accepts train­
ing as a Health Visito~ sh@ 
accepts the responsibilities, 
s:alaries and conditions of the 
post. The hon. Member referred 
to attracting personpel to place~ 
like the Abary. I should like to 
tell him that the hon. Member for 
Abary (Mr. Wharton) was referrin, 
to rural. midwives and not t r 
Health Visitors. 

Mr, Merriman: I am gratefu 
for the Minister's assurance o 
favourable consideration oft~ 
points I have made. 

Mrv Chandisingh: I canno , 
say that I will give "favourable 
consideration. 

Mr . Merriman: I thought l 
had given the Minister's assurance 
1 he proper interpretation , bui.. l 
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• wi ll not p r ess t h e point any 
further. As regards the poi nt 
the Minister made about nurses 
accepting the conditions of em­
ployment when they take the Heal th 
Visitors ' course, it must be 
realized that a woman starts as 
an ordi nary nurse, becomes a mid­
wife and t hen may qualify as a 
Health Vi sitor. I therefore think 
it is most illogical t o say t hat 

---when she reaches that sta~e any 

Stage meetings you will see that. 
But , instead of getting better i t 
i s getting worse. The aggregates 
are getting bigger and bigger and 
the foss ib ility of making fair 
compari sons i s completely re ­
moved . .I should t herefore like 
to. ask again why we are not given 
figures under the revised Esti­
mates i nstead of the aggregate 
appropriation. . . 

imposed hardships should not be 
comp ensa_ted. 

3.10 p,m, 

Mrv Chandisingh: The expla­
nation I have been given is t hat 
i t is not usually given under 
Personal Emoluments. I t is more 
difficult to give a revised Esti ­
mate under Personal Emoluments. 
but it is done in mos t other 
cases, for instance , other charges 
and so on. -

Mr, d'Aguiar (Georgetown­
Central): Mr. Chairman, I wanted 
to ask the question which I asked 
last year and which i s rel evant Mrv d' Aguiar: This i s a vcr_Y .. 
to many Heads and in parti cular peculiar answer. I should t h:i ,1k 
to this Head. The Estimates for i t wou l d be very easy to 2j\r: 
1964 · are given and "Estimates" revised Estimates under Personal 
are de f ined i n the Stand ing Emoluments. There is the post of .. 
Orders as detail ed lists of items % i ef Medical Officer. for in -
of expenditure. We are given stance. Did he or did ·he not i n 
what is purported to be a revised the revised Estimates get $10.000 
Estimate for 1963 and the actual i n 1963? It would seem to me t.o 
expenditure for 1962, but in f act be the easiest p ossible method . 
no revised Est imate i s g iven . I cannot see how such an answer 
All we fire gi ven is an aggregate can be reasonably accepted when 
ap pr opdation for t h e Heads. the Stand in g Order defines 
Therefore , it is physically im- "Est imates'' as details. Where 

-p0S&i-hl-e -fo r-any- Member--t0--make.--a- - ar.e__ih_e details _in :c.egar.cL L.O th_e_ _ _ 
Cornn::. . cson between the revi sed· revised Estimate?. I ask t h e 
F',q,;, te fo r 1963 and the Esti- question: Why has t he hon. Min-
•. ,_ue J , r 1964 because, i n effect, i ster not given a revi sed Es-Li-
no revised Estimate for 1963 is mate fo r 1963? 
:.: ~ven . An Estimate i s a detail ed 
l ist and not an aggregate sum. 

• 

, 

., 

I believe t hat t hi s questio~ 
was raised by me in p revious 
years and some assurance was 
given t hat the c~rrect procedure 
woul d be adopted in f uture. I f 
perhaps you look back into t he 
past records of t hese Committee 

Mrv Cbandisingh: I am adYised 
that "Personal Emoluments" forms 
one s ubhead on i ts own and the 
a mounts are totalled up . Further, 
I am advised that i t is rather 
impracticable to keep an account 
for each part icular post i n the 
subhead of "Persona l Emoluments". 
Furthermor e , I do not know that it 
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would have so much bearing on the 
present debate because i f one 
takes the overall approved Esti­
mat~s for 1963 and the approved 
Estimates for 1964 one is in a bet­
ter position, I think, to make com­
parison. It will be appreciated 
that during l ast year several 
people did not draw salaries for 
a certain period of the year. 

Mrv d'Aguiar: I would sug­
gest two things : that the hon. 
Minister of Finance has dishon­
oured hi s promise to provide cor­
rect detailed figures , and, 
secondly , the ob.i ect of aggregat­
ing the total appropriation 
rather than giving details of the 
Estimates in previous years is 
for the sole purpose of throwing 
dust into t he eyes of legislators 
and making it impossible for them 
to make reasonable and .iustifi­
able comparisons . 

The Minister of Finance 
(Dr. Jacob) : As usual the hon. 
~ember i s wrong. No promise was 
ever made t o give details. As 
th e hon. Minister of Labour, 
Health and Housing expla i ned, 
t hi s i s one subhead that would 
entail an enormous amount of work 
if the staff were to itemi ze all 
payments under the subhead. We 
11ave tried i t and found i t was 
totally impracti cabl e to impl e­
ment t he suggestion that was made 
on a previous occas i on. 

Mr v d' Aguiar: May I ask the 
hon. Minis ter of Finance how he 
arri ved at the aggregate s um 
with out listing the details? 

Dr. Jacob: I am informe d 
that the block total on each pay­
sheet i s posted on a card. These 
tota l s are add ed u p and not thP 

sa l ar i es of the ind i vidua l 
officers and emp l oyees who re­
c:e i ve pp-·JTJent 

Post Mortem Examinations 

Mrv Hugh: I wish to speak on 
subhead 3, Post Mortem Exami na­
tions. Can the Minister gi ve me 
some information on these Post 
Mortem Examinations? 

Mr. Chandisingh: This sub­
head vrovides for payment of fees 
to medical officers who perform 
post mortem op·erations. 

Mrv Hugh: Thank you, sir. 
I shall . use thll1, information at 
a l ater sta,ge. 

Milk and Food Sampling 

~1rv Hugh: Last year, I think, 
we had a discussi on on this item, 
Milk and Food Sampling. }.Jay I 
inquire again where this milk and 
food sampling is done? 

Mrv Chandisin gh: MjJk and 
food samp l ing i s J one at the 
laboratory of the Government 
Analyst . 

Mrv Hu!!:h : .Am I to umlersi,and 
t hat milk and food samphn~· i s 
done i n Georgetown at the Govern­
ment Anal yst' s Department or is it 
the pract i ce to s top the mjlh 
vendor on t he road and pa:\ :, i· 
exorbi tant pri ce for the milk :::; ' 
then send i t to the An:d:--·,, · ._ 
Department? 

Mr Chandisin~h: Tl,is 
what is done . In ,ar'i,,u~ p,, 
of the country offj ,:-;,~J > . p:11 
and so on, are ins 1.nk1., ,: ,m ·.·. 
days they sho11ld ,; ,-., ;,J i ;, :, ,,.q. 
fl n d f h ,., , · , "• · · 



".).JJ. Appropriation Bill 23RD JANUARY, 1964 Budget Debate l 35~ 

[MR. CHANDISINGHJ 

these inst ructions. The money is 
used to pay for the samples and 
in some·cases for freight and so 
en. The milk is collected and 
sent to the Department. 

Mr. Hugh: There are two 
classifications for milk in this 
country, grade 11 A11 milk and milk. 
Is grade 11 A11 inilk subjected to 
sampling? 

'3.20 p.m. 

Mr, Cbandisingb: I do not 
know anything a.bout the grades of 
milk, but t hjs refers to cow's 
milk or house milk. 

Mr. Hugh: Tbe proper Head 
under which I can say something 
about this matter does not have 
anything that I can go on, but I 
am surprised to hear the hon. 
Minister say that he does no·t 
know anything about grade 11 A11 

milk. Will the Minister under­
take to find out from his ad~ 
visers if there i s anything ]ike 
grade 11 A11 milk, and from what 
sourcfc do we obtain grade 11 A" 
milk in the country? 

Mr, Chandisingb: The answer 
I "1t ITT-~ ~ he· lTo n~ 11 em trer wa-s- -in 
,,rir-- ; to indicate that samples 
are taken of whatever grade of 
milk is being sold by vendors , 
etc. in different parts of the 
country, and sent to the labora­
torv. This is the purpose of the 
ans'wer that I gave. What is the 
other :i uestion - from what source 
do we cbtain grade 11 A11 milk? I 
do not know the type of cows from 
whi ch this milk is obtained. T 
do not know if this answer 
pertinent to the question tnt 
hon. Member 1has in mind . 

Mr, Hugh: I am very sorry 
for the Minister and I am satis­
fied that he is dodging because, 
up to recently, the only source 
of grade 11A 11 milk was Bookers. 
Furthermore, grade 11 A11 milk from 
Bookers was never touched by a 
single lal}oratory officer. But 
now there is another source of 
grade 11A11 milk. There is a lot 
of cow-dung and trench water in 
it and I want to know why is this 
so-called grade 11 A" milk in this 
country not being sampled. There 
is not a single person on that 
side advising the Minister prop­
erly; it is difficult for them. 
I think the Minister is evading 
the question and I shall deal 
with · this mo re fully under the 
Head dealing with the Ministry bf 
~rade and Industry. 

On the.question of foods, can 
the Minister tell us if any sam­
pling has been d cne :... I know they 
inspect bovines and carcasses of 
animals in the country district; 
I am not so sure of pigs - of 
poultry and poultry products corn­
ing into Georgetown from outside 
the city areas? 

Mr, Cbandisingh: ram in­
formed that such examinations are 
not done by the Ministry of 
He alt h-.-. I am- n ot- sur-e t-h a-t -t he-y 
are done by ~ny other Ministry. 
The Ministry of Agriculture, I 
beli eve, looks into such matters. 

Mr, Hugh : I am aware that it 
is not done. This i s a very im­
portant matter. The Minist~r or 
his advisers cannot deny that the 
poultry industry has taken a tre­
mendous share among our foods in 
this country. More and more 
neople are eating poultry and 
more poultry is being produced, 
and whether or not the Agricul-
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ture Dep-artment has its staff, 
and whether or not the members of 
the staff do their work, the fact 
remains that this is a very big 
item of food. People use it day 
and night in their homes, and in 
restaurants and hotels we have 
11chicken:-in-the-::ough 11 in all 
forms. 

It is also l known fact - you 
have your Senior Bacteriologist 
there, ask him - that there is a 
particular disease that is a con­
.stant irritation to poultry deal­
ers in this country. It is al-
most always present, it has never 
been eradicated , I should like 
to know i~ there is a disease 
kncwn as pullorumgallinar_ium 
which is dangerous to the human 
body. 

Mr, Cbandisingb: I am not 
s ure whether the ·municipality 
public health .body does any exam­
ination of poultry entering the 
country. Under the proposed new 
Food and Drugs Ordinance, the 
Goverrunent hopes to int reduce the 
exami nation of poultry. I am in­
fanned that thd disease mentioned 
by the hon. Member is a type of 
poison. 

Mr. Hugh : Thank you. Now 
for quite a long time this uncer­
tainty over authority has been a 
very provocative i ssue so far as 
this health of the people of this 
country is concerned.. The Gov­
ernment has .an overall responsi­
bility t o the people. · For a long 
time it has been discovered that 
pul lorum gallinarium i s injurious 
t o human beings . The hospital 
authorit i es can tell you t hat day 
after day many people are be i ng 
t reated for bad s t om<1c l1 s a.nd as­
sociat ed di,:-caS!'S (irtd t Le' ,:annot 
teJl how they ~o ' I. i\c,· Th<c P,,1,-

lie Heal-th Inspectors - I hope I 
am not calling them below their 
rank - inspect the slaughter 0f 
cows in the country districts to 
see that those .cows are free from 
T.B. It is true ·that they do not 
inspect the carcasses of pigs, 
but I do ,not think that they 
enter the city, whi~e eggs and 
the carcasses of poultry enter 
t.he city. 

I would imagine that if the 
Government ?tdmi ts that there is 
the ne.cessi ty to examine car­
casses of cows and it also admits 
that pullorum gallinarium is a 
very d~ngerous disease - and I 
may point out that, like avi.an 
T. B., it is transmittable - it 
would take. the necessary steps to 
protect, the health o.f the people 
and. not say that there is munici­
pality control in Georgetown. 
This concerns the health of a 
populati,'on, the health of a na­
tion. This is tar more serious 
than the nonsense we hear from 
the lower end of the .Government 
bench, f'ullorum gallinarium is a 
genn which i s not seen by the eye 
in an egg or poultry meat, where­
as, if it occurs in the case of 
live poultry, tbere is a thick, 
white mucous discharge which gives 
room for suspicion. I have seen 
live poultry being sold at the 
Bourda Market for 50cents per 
p cund .and $2 each and nothing is 
being done ·about it. 

3.30 p.m. 

This dis ease i s brought into 
the eggs by t he very mechani sm 
involved in producing eggs by t he 
hen . Although ~he ent r ai l s may 
be removed, t11e d:i sease .;; eeps 
i nto t he mea L anJ cau~es more 
s i cknes s i n this counL,y ~han t hP 
~Jj ai s Lr:y i s w i.11 ing 1 .1,1rni 1, 
i C: 011 I h i c: p r,0 Pl i "'r> + l' 'I T T 1 TTI C• c: k -
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1ng Lhe Department to take active 
steps immediately to protect the 
health of the citizens cf George­
town instead of leaving it to t he 
Municipal Authorities . 

There' is an9ther danger so 
far as poultry is concerned. I t 
is a well- known disease, and t he 
Ministry may either agree with me 
or tell me whether I am wrong. 
My information is t hat swi ne cat 
contract avian tuberculosi s. It 
i s lmown t hat a lot of poultry is 
being fed to sw ine, and the 
health of this community i s in 
danger because the . people indulge 
in eating high- protein meats . It 
i s in this context that I am im­
ploring the Government to take 
active, •immediate steps to see 
t hat this racket is stopped, and 
that some measure of protection 
be given to our citizens. 

Mr. Chandisingh: I am ad­
vised that the parti cular disease 
r efefred to by the hon . Member 
has not been reported to my Min­
i stry. I suggest that the hon. 
Membe ;· for Ge orgetown-Sou t h 
should prepare and submit a full 
memorandum, or medical treatise, 
on t he subject. My medical ad­
vi-sc~ .-would welcome that-;---

Mr. Hugh: I t is not for me 
:_ 1 submi. t a treatise . The hon . 
Minisi Pr has admitted that the 
Veterinary Surgeons are not doing 
t heir _i obs properly . I know that 
there was an analytical investi ­
gation at t he Central Laboratory 
of the Publi c Hospital a f ew 
years ago, and. t l1e Bacteriologi st 
said then that it was a dangerous 
disease. I say that categorical ­
ly. 

Mr. Merriman: The hon. Min­
ister is casting this thing aside 
as something s imple, apd is en­
deavouring to make the Georgetown 
Municipality res~onsible for 
carrying out the oper ations . I 
know very little ~bout th1s mat­
ter , but if the Government has 
accepted the fact that fowls are 
used every day in this community, 
then it should initiate a system 
whereby poultry could be in­
sv.ected regularly. In arder to 
control this disease it would be 
necessary to attack it at its 
source , because the birds are de­
vo id of the evidence which will 
indicate the disease with which 
they are affected and it will 
take some time to transmit. It 
should be arrested at t he point 
where the entrails are tak~n out, 
aIJd :it cannot ···be done in Ge-orge·­
town . 

t am of the opinion lhat 
this item should be incre.ased, 
becaus·e of the large number of 
po11ltry farms in this country and 
t he personnel that will be needed 
to carry out these insp·ections. 
I recall an occasion when the en­
trails of fowls were found to be 
infected with tuberculosis, and 
t hose fowls were consumed in a 
cook-shop. The entrails are fed 
to other animals, and people may 
GOnsume t he meat from- those ani­
mal s . This is a serious matter, 
and the Government should be 
willing to fulfil a void which 
has been here all along. 

Mr . Cbandisiogb: We - are 
still discussing the question of 
Milk and Food Sampling, and there 
is no necessi ty t o increase the 
, 'li.e. This provides only a small 
prl of the work involved in Milk 
and Food Sampling. The Govern­
ment hopes to submit a new Order 
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shnrtly in wb-ieh pTO_rosa}.s vill 
be made in relation to food, 
drugs, and so on. 

UNICEF N• tritiea Se~eae 
· An ti-Po] ie 

Mr. Merri.a-: I should lih 
to know why there is no pro,rision 
for this item in 19(i4.: 

Mr.. Chaadisia.glt: Y011 rill 
remember that in 1962 and 196~ 
there was an outbreak of poli~ 
elitis which affected several 
children in this country. limds 
were voted by the Le,?i.slature to 
the extent of $44.380 over that 
perio.d, and the B.111ouni provided 
for certain items such as wccine 
and SQ on. The it-e• l!as- bee:e- de­
leted on this occasion because -it 
is inta--ided to ·meet the require­
m.e.nts for continu~ anti-polio 
work __ under .other Heads. for ~­
amp le, the cost of vaccine is 
expected · to be met frc:a the nor­
mal _drugs vote, and it- is not 
necessary to have it listed under 
a separate subhead.. That is the 
explanatfon for it. 

Head 2R - Ministry of Labour. 
Health and Hou~ing - •edical -
$1,676,34-2, as amended, agreed to 
and ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule • 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HEAI.m 
AND HOUSING - BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Jnr. Govern.11!.ent Bacterio]egists 
and Pathologists 

Mr . Hngh: May I inquire 
whether the ·two Junior Gove:nment 
Bacteriologists and Pathologists 
are on duty? 

3 .40 p.-. 

• • O.aati.siagla: Ro, these 
posts a.re present.ly vacant. 

•· llaglt: 'lhen you. are sat­
isfied that there is only one 
Govenw:nt Bact.erio~ in the 
COUD.try. If I - ~ be pera:itted 
I shaJJ. deal also ri th subhead 
9 - Post l'lo:rlea Fees, Laboratory 
AU.enda:ots, $2.00. We have one 
P&Utd.~ in-tlle counti:, who is 
ca.Ued upoo toperfo:m post aortem 
exawi:nations three days a week, 
and fees are paid to Laboratory 
..A:ttendants to assist at those 
ex:811:inations. Is the Minister 
awa.n: that aauy cases have been 
written off fro• the charts by 
dcetc!"S ~~ d~ fees for post 
ao-rtea exaainations, and the 
co~ handed over to relatives 
for burial? 

Br. a.-tlis:ugla: I am not 
sure th.at I foll.01, ,mat the hon . 
Ke.her is refe~ to. The only 
doctors who ~et fees for post 
aortea eraaina.tions a.re G.11.0.s 
in the districts. The Government 

·Patholo~ist does -not get such 
fees. 

•~ R• gla: Is the Minister 
&-.rare that mm;y corpses on 'which 
there should have been post 
J10rten exSJ1inat ions have been 
written off frua the charts be­
cause of the unavailability of 
the Pathologis~ due to pressure 
of work? 

Mr~ a.-disiap: I am ad­
vised that all post 1DOrtem exami­
nations ordered by Coroners are 
carried out. 

Mr# Hagh: I am awar e of 
that, but there have been cases 
where persons died suspiciously, 
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1n some ce ~e~ 0f aborticins, in 
which nv pos r n.•or tem examinat ions 
were held beca u:c:e of pressure of 
work on the Pathc,l orist. In 
cases where abort ions are sus­
pected p~sr mortem examinat ions 
should be c&rried out whether by 
Coroner ' s order or in the inter­
est of public decency or pride. 
How soon does t ~e Minister expect 
to fill those two p0~ts ? 

Mr. Cbandisingh: The posts 
have been advertised, aTij as soon 
as suitable candidates are aYail­
ab l e I expect they will be 
filled. 

Instrument , Supplies etc, 

Mr Hugh: Subhead~: May I 
jnqu-i re what are the s uJJ plies 
referred to? 

Mr. Chaodisiogb: Supplies in 
th i s case are things which are 
necessary to carry on the work of 
the Laboratory - chemicals to a 
large extent , instruments and so 
on. I cannot at t he moment give 
the he:; . Member a breakdown of 
t he equipment . 

Mr Hugh: Does the i tem in­
clu-',£:., _ _lQS2_i tal stores, rations 

.. ~ . '10? - - - -

Mr . Chandisingh: No, sir. 

Head 29 - Ministry of Labour, 
Healtn and Housing - Bacteriolo­
gical- $220, 910 - agreed to and 
order e d to s t and pa rt o f the 
Sche dul e . 

Head 30 - Ministry o f Labou, , 
He alth and Hous i n g - X - Ra y , 
$137, 000 - ?greed t o and order ea 
t o stand part o f the Schedule. 

MINIS TRY OF LABOUR, HEAL TH 

AND HOUSING 

Hospitals and Dispensaries 

~- Merriman: Quite recently 
the Government made adjustment of 
the salari es of the medical staff 
at the Hospitals, in some cases 
the maximum being made the min imum 
of the scale, and one would ex­
pect greater efficiency in hospi­
tal administration. Now we have a 
Hospital Administrator drawing a 
princely salary, nearly equal to 
that of a Minister , to carry out 
the day-to-day administ ration of 
the Hospital. I think the ex­
renditure involved in employing 
high-salaried officers with a 
very neg:at i ve approach to the i r 
duties has invoked critic isms day 
after day i n the streets , the 
market places, the newspap.ers and 
i n everv forum on t he inefficient 
unnin°g of the Hospitals in 

Georgetown and New Amsterdam. We 
are a.11 for Gui ani sat ion of the 
Publi c Servi ce , and I am always 
happy to support any Guianese in 
any posit ion , but I wou ld say 
that the administration cf the 
Hospitals where industrial rela­
tions ar e being destroyed, with 
frequent complain ts at trade 
union l evel , .has gone to the 
drrgs-. -f !mow- that -compl-ai-nt s -a-f'e 
made to the Min i stry day after 
day but absolutely nothing i s 
done . We cannot hav~ offi cers 
receiving hi gh sal aries and not 
justi fy ing the expenditure. 

3.S O p a m , 

Not long auo , wi th t he sort 
~dmin i s t r a1ton tha t exists . 

, lii· who le ccrnponnd was converted 
i n~o a salt goods shop. At t he 
~1mP t i mP i he Fire Brigade was 
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worried about the storage of 
petrol in the compound. I am yet 
to find out if the profits from 
this latter sale went into the 
public coffer s or into the 
pockets of admjnistrative offi­
cers or the pockets of someone 
else. I should like to know the 
answer to that and I think I will 
ask a question in this House con­
cerning it. Everybody knows that 
the hospital compound was con­
verted into a salt goods shop and 
a gasolene station. 

Patients today have to go 
from the Outdoor Patients' sec­
tion to another section of the 
hospital in order to have their 
prescriptions made out. There is 
no organization and yet the ad­
ministrator is paid a high sa­
lary.· I wonder whether the Min­
ister is aware of the universal 
dissatisfaction that exists at 
the hospital . 

Mr, Chandisingl,: I shall not 
take the r emarks of the hon. Mem­
ber too seriously. 'I'he whole 
point about it is that he appears 
to have a knife in a particular 
individual and he uses every 
opportunity in this Hou se to 
atlack certa in i ndi vi duals. I 
1,ould not acccpL his crit:i cisms, 
sir. Incidentally, it is s igni­
ficant th;;it lie aHads the admin­
istration of the Georzetown and 
Berbicc Hospitals . \ihen the 
i ssue came up of redesignating 
and regrading the posts of these 
two officers, the hon.· Member 
accepted certain ex.planntions in 
answer to his question as to 
whether these officers 1vere 
~1alified or not and now he wants 
to repeat and regurgitate. On 

every occasion he hurls animosity 
at the two individuals concerned. 
I believe the reason for this is 

that he did not eet a certain 
::ontract for corpses. I know he 
h'as very much annoyed at the ad­
ninistra.tion. [Mr, Burnham: nne 
will still bury you. ''] That does 
not prevent ine from expressing my 
views . I believe in principles 
and no matter if you kill me it 
will not change those principLes. 

On the question of the salt 
goods shop, the hon. Member 
apparently does not know what 
goes on i n the House because he 
would have realized tha.t the 
question was asked some time ago 
and a reply was given which 
stated where the profits, if any 
profits were made, went. 

Mr. Merriman: Tell me! 

Mr. Chaadisiogb: I refer to 
the answer given before. With 
respect to the salt goods shop I 
see nothing ,wrong with the object 
which was to sell goods during 
that period of the disturbances. 
The hon. Member and several 
others on that side, with their 
colleagues in the trade union 
movement , were pressing for the 
cl osing down completely of the 
hospita.l. They were ncit then 
concerned about sick and suffer­
ing humanity and poor people . 
'!'hey ,~anted to close the hospital 
d cwn. I had to appeal to members 
of a particular union which in­
volves the hospital , and to ex­
plain to them that a hospital is 
not run like an electricity 
plant, that you cannot speak in 
terms of a skeleton service in 
the hospital because the moment 
your staff decreases,. considering 
at the same time that even now 
you require more staff - the mo­
ment you cut it down by 60 per 
cent, 20 per cent or yQu bring it 
down to 10 per cent, no matter 
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what per cent you cut it down by , 
yon are depleting the services 
rendered to the people . Member,:; 
complain about the services ren-· 
dered to t h e people 'oy the hosp1-
tal. They complain tha.t about 3:) 
per ce n t or 50 fer cent of th~ 
specialists posts ~re not filled 
So how could they during tba· 
reriod want tn clcse down th2 
1,hole insti1.uLcm! Did they no: 
think about c1.ll these thinis ai. 
that time, so whv brin~ them u~ 
11 Oiv? 

The saJ e of g:ccrls n1a·ie -1. 

,nore convenient. for the .stu.r C ~-.-:t· 
were Ofi nut)~, whc ~Pgardles~ o~ 
1vhat r,heir par t:i.c1cl:tr view~ rna:: 
have been on The is;-;12 -:i-=:. iJ"!\.cL·/P ... 
nevertheles~ .-:.1.,r~ve,,_! nn d1_1t.y -t.1. 
!:;erve suffer"3ri~ ~!Umht~1:~~ l!l -=.,l1I '• 

count I'_\"' pe.upJ. ~ r·r·r:,11i (~€1"'i-·cr-::~: (11';" 

and 1.l-ie rurti~L d1:::1_.ricts J'l1r· 

1~,e hon . Member said there is 
universal dissatisfaction and 
attributes this to t h e hospital 
administration. I have not hear d 
of any uni ,;ersal dissatisfaction . 
The hon . Member i s pror e. to exag­
Q'erate on many th i ngs ':l.S he did 
·,,l:en we we.re ·discussing ~,:he other 
T::2td. 1 1.hink he DJ avs up or 
,,•,-,·· •, to nl-ay UD ce1·t'"1°)'1·1 r-n-sec:: c1, __ t_ .• _ . ., J::-' -· .1.- C . . .....,,.l, ._ -, 

•1h•cre some people may "bf' dissa.t­
: ,:;f:ied, into a big isst:f'. if we 
~-.s8:-1JTJe there is d i ssa~.1sfacti0n 
·.w-1;;<7 ~ome peopJ e with t1~c i>:rnninQ 
-yf "t.,L-3 hospjt,als, does 1w j_inag;jnEo 
!,bwr:: is i]O dissatis~·a,·LIJ,] jn 
_, . ;,-~. Depa! tmeuts? D08~- 11-:: i1 ot 
1--Ju~·,,p t">--·t rne~,bers ~~, ·, hP ,wb 
It ,-, • _ ,., ;~- (~• • . ,~'• • V .-. V . _, ~7 _:..J. 

·l; .-1~-e a1sc:E,,lJSf'..ed '"iiC,1 :cbe 
-,~· i{ cf the othe1, Deperr~e~1s? 

1~ ~i~n1ficant ~~t· •;~J0ci­
r•:=o:1';_ the ~and ~\ .. 2. ,;.: lJer-

~·· •• ~-~ ~,·}?rnn thr::: -~1cmber ~~u(L::s 1.::iut 
1 2LtL~.cl, } feel Ct~: rui~ i})Pre 

• .".'k ali..,2r·ior mot i-\1PS i:i\t0l'-:~d ~ 
hc,r1. i'-lemher ta~2~- JHl 'ti, •1 l:·l 
offence at t '.1r.:.\ saJ.e of t!1ese 
''fJvr1~ d11r·inrr 71..~

1
, .. ;!li,_· '1•·1, .. 11 -; -~~l.l_ :sa.y 1-::0tbi.n..c~ further ~in -t;is 

c:;,_ ___ ._~ __ ..,11,-•l..,.,..l...,\.\,L_. 1 , - · , • 

P
l'O\":,-ie1' 'cl. ·nn•nonjonre f'nr -, I ,-;,_-.[d.11 '.•Ot. acc.ept tic' ·~•:1,~•=r·•ne: 

' ·•• • '- J • J f ,_ ~ ! • . • ~ '- -~ J • ,._ . '-'; .., T -~ ~ ·· , 1 • ,- i ' - 1 i ··, , \,f l 

~l.a1f on du:.y :iee:J.tJse, L be.l.1evr~ , -J•J.C_~--~?,"l~ rn~.uE: b~ ._.1lt.. !1 __ _..1 . ..i.CIT1-

he ,,c,uld have p, efe,0 :··ed L., hav ·-c~·- li. ,-JP ,.t1ad _ t.\e C-C'-'I:•:-.S.i to 
s~en these ?Poole, te 8 ause: r~J~~ spe~111c_1?sues ~t1"h_are 

, , - · · · · · , .. --r•r 0 · er+,c.•n1v · 11·• . · 0 ' ' t~r~ 1.11re~a t~ q~ :-ieat~.'!1£! ~1p 3.l~d ~nt1:111- 1... 1 _, ... : · ' 1 - , \.., - •;.,. .. ll. ., ui l -' '- ,i. ..... _, t .. 0 

:-Fi;1 nn -,. ~;r -~o -; n- n li r ;:,r c:r·t -a"- '°½•crl .J-- ,.~ ..tG-{ik@d- i-n-t.G- a.-'i- :..:.. .i.ri:'r 
<. .- 1., .... u.: , - .. , : \. ,_,. ... -· .J • .l L ••p .. . ,._. 1,1 r . r- •'.• l , : ~ ,, '" •, . o i u i ,_. • - . 1 - • le - ~! V l c.t• C 1 ,, I.. ·v {,· 11 P. r C 

., ,. ,•o'.)ie. c",S humans makL·, 1:,i·~i.11kes 
"tht sale u~' the-sf' goods,..,;:.,. ... :,im~s- but. do not l'::c 'i:im make 

·- ,.. pr,...;;, - .,_ 1- p - - , - T - .- :::-- .• - - -- . --- · I ,- -----~ 
,0 ____ e caL peO[LP, \I 8. :--::,l::,, ___ ,,era]' concertc-o 2.··-;:a 0 kc; OD 

Uiem . t.o i,re•;ent t,'iem i'n,;i, 1rnvili:.' :.nui vid1:8.ls. - - · 
to 1.raips-~ a.l1 ov::>r the place ,rn·" 
be beaten up; anj secon<llv. ii: 
order to save tj_rne and ;v:oic 
haYing to go for permits for 
1.1ris, that and the ot"her. l'h:is 
1\'as a time-sa ,ing factor too 
bearjng: in mind t.ha.-L the staff 
was limited duriug this period 
and wanted to give the bes1. 
possible service, with the lim­
ited facilities, to as many peo­
ple as possi ble. 

Assembjy resur!'ed. 

51 tting suspended at 4 p.r,1., 

4.40 p.m. 

On resumption 
Assembly in 

Supply. 
Committee of 
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MINISTRY- OF LABOUR, HEAL1H 
AND HOUSING - HOSPITALS AND 
DISPENSARIES ETC. (CONTINUED ) 

Mrv Merriman: I ani rather 
surprised that the suavity of the 
hon. Minister of Labour, Health 
and Housing has ·become ·rattled 
and dist11rbed so far as his com­
ments about the administration of 
the GeorQetown Hospital are con­
cerned . He has intimated in hjs 
expressions t hat I am i.r:JuJ.giDg 
in some sort of antagonism or 
v2ndetta, because I was dEprived 
cf the paltry sum of $40 or S58 
c1, month . EverYbodv .knows th&,t I 
attempted to g~t, l?: c'Jntnc1. w:i, h 
-~he P11blic Hos pital whi,:h T de, 
"'!CJt hold 3,1, the rncmenl. If I 
,,ere Lo au.empt to go in+,o th:i:; 
issue, which was brou~ht to the 
a1tei,t,ion of the P,::,rrna1H'1}t 
Secretary of tha~ Depa~tment. 
even·bod,: would l:11ow of •.he scan­
dal~us ~~havicur that went on. 
This is n c sec re 1. , and I 'rihve 
nothiuz to hide. If I ·tJok the 
same attitude as certain hon. 
Members, it wonld be interpreted 
as retaliaMr,v. If tl;e hon. '.'iir,­
iste r is suggestinQ that I am 
reacting a,9:ains" cert.ain uf'fice!''.c 
bPcause I did not get the con­
i,ract, it shows the pe1.Uness iu 
thP suavity of his expressioDs 
and actions. 

One has to consider the Pub­
lic Hosnital as an institution 
unlike anv other institution for 
l'lhich the· Government caters . You 
have a steady flow of population 
in this ins ti tut i on, and the flow 
cf the population is l!real1::r 1,han 
1n any other in::; Li tu"ion . You 
have a .lot of helpless people 
there. and so on . It i s neces­
sary for t11e nurses and doctors 
to have intelligence, experi ence, 
and tolerance . It is my opinion 

tnat the industr i al relations 
among the workers at thi s insti­
tution are at thei r worst. Even 
i f the personne l are recrui t ed 
under patronizing circumstances, 
they are still quarrelling among 
themselvc:s . 

This ~ s a;i institution where 
you have people going day after 
day for ,,;2dical attention, and it 
has beep r?ported that children 
die Lherp for lack of medical 
care and attention . If the Ad­
ministr0tor is aware of these 
condi L,c,_.;.,_ which obtain and does 
not b~in( then to the attention 
of 1,hc1 t- .; -:: ra,rchy, where r.ras1 ouc 
level on~'s c?1ticisms? It is 
due to J.-, '·:: Govel'nment' 3 habili ­
t:v to ;:;-, .. -, pr~,per salar1es tba.t 
doc'..1,r~ ,;.:·:":'. ~hort at the Hospi­
td. T is ki10vn1 tha1. ~eople 
spe:1d nc',, '." H.•. t.hs Hospital and 
ha...-e t,_ ;, ·· ~3.r:k home. wi-!..hou1. l::e­
in.q '- ,':.a,.-~d . · Th'= officer who is 
look1u~ ~f~er th e day-to-day 
bus1:!"~-- -Jf' that inst.ittition 
should tt ~ble to do so~ething 
ahout ~l2 matter. If the£e con­
di tionc~ hs.-"°e been hrougl1t to the 
a1 i ent 1-'D of thP po lic)·-mab.,rs 
ann ~h e~ are £tjll allowed o 
con t:i :;r,, 0

• , then I w i l l ha,, e 0 

level~~ c:iticisms at tbe b g 
shots. 

The s0wing- room at that in­
stitution has be~n depletei in 
order to give contracts to cer­
tain people The contracts are 
given to the people who ia .lk 
alike and look alike. The admin­
istration is responsible for in­
alJili ty to supp l y medicine, aric;l 
some people have to take their 
prescript ions and have them pre­
pared outs ide, despite the fact 
that the medicine i s issued at 
the Hospital . I have to make 
these cr itic isms. If my friend 
does not give me a funeral , he is 
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still my friend. If the Hospital 
does not give me a contract fo r 
$40 or $50 a month , I will still 
criticize it. 

Mr, Chandisiogh: I merely 
wish to say that I am sorry the 
hon. Member has taken this effort 
to pull his l eg a little in such 
a serious manner, but what I de­
test is this sort of attack on 
persons in the Public Service who 
have no opportunity to reply and 
defend themselves. I deplore 
this sort of behaviour, and that 
is the wh ole purport behind my 
remarks . I would not accept that 
the a dministration of the Hosri­
tal is at a low level of effi­
ci ency, or any of the basi~ 
charges laid against it. 

I have told the hon . Member 
before that I accept that there 
will be, in any big institution , 
whether i t is a Public Hospital 
or a Depart ment, some dissatis­
fa ction in a number of services 
provided for such an institution . 

4. 50 p, m, 

But a lot of the dissatisfac 
tion to which the hon. Member 
refers has to do with the ·problems 
that face tne country as a whole, 
and they· are not peculiar to thi s 
hospital or any other ·hospital , 
but are problems deriving from 
the fact t hat our country is a 
developing one. We need more 
finance to carry out bigger 
development progran1JTies, to impro\'e 
the Georgetown Hospital itself, 
and I daresay. that many of those 
problems are due to a l arge ex­
tent t o the physical layout of 
the Hospital. The fact that it 
is a s prawling type of institu-

tion makes it much more difficult 
for any Administrator to run. I 
do not want to belabour thi s 
point, but I hope the hon. Member 
will not Jevel these attacks 
ag-ainst one or two persons in the 
Public Service who have no oppor­
tunity.to defend themselves here. 

Mrv Campbell: I propose to 
make a statement, not with any 
ulterior motive but from a human­
itarian point of view. A few 
days ago I visited the Public 
Hospital and suddenly there was a 
terrific noise which I thought 
was being made by two jet planes. 
It turned out to be coming from a 
trolley used in the hospital, and 
it startled a sick mother and her 
child, and I also jumped. I was 
told that it happened every J,iy 
from three o' 'clock in the mornin!l 
and that it awakened the whole 
block of mothers and babies. I 
think everybody will agree that 
extreme noise is not good for the 
human system, and a hospital 
should be a place where the mini­
mum amount of noise should be 
made. I would suggest to the Ad­
ministrator that the trolley 
should be oiled or replaced. 

Mr. Cbandisingh: I wish to 
tell the hon. Member that his 
con~ents have been noted by the 
-Gh i ef M.e.dical_Dfficer, Qut for 
the purp os e of having some in­
quiry made in to the matter per­
haps the hon. Member could indi­
cate what.. '_ward he was in. 

Mr, Campbel]: The Mi1ternity 
\\'ard. [Laughter.] 

Mr, Chandisingh: I under­
stand that what the hon. Member 
referred to is perhaps the lift 
which goes up and down, but I 
will ask that some oil be applied 
to l essen the noise. 
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fi'lr, H,,gh: I would be .glad if 
tll"' Minister would give the .lJ cuse 
some idea of the duties of the 
Hc,sp:i.tal Atl:ministrators . Do they 
have to regulate labour and 
staffing? 

Mr. Ctumd:i.singh: The Hospi­
tal Administrator has to do with 
the reuuhtion of lay staff; he 
does not interfere with the pro­
fessional staff. 'l'here is s 
Hospilal Committee and also an 
officer at the Ministry of 
Health, but at t imes when there 
is some partjcular vacancy, for 
example if a doctor absents him­
self or does not report to a ward 
for duty, the Hospital Adminis­
trator may use his initistive in 
approachi~g another doctor to 
f .ill the gap. 

Mr. Hugh: Who l1as the over­
r id ing po~er, the Hospit2.l Com­
mittee or the Administrator? 
Which ha,s the right to decide how 
man:y days' leave a memb2r of th,, 
staff should have? 

Mrv Ch and.i singh: Wh icl 
category of staff? 

Mr. Hugh: This is a copy of 
a circular signed by the Chairman 
calling upon doctors not to be 
afraid to lose their popularity 
by refusing to give leave to 
subordinate staff, a.nd suggesting 
that only two days' sick leave 
should be given. This circular 
seems to impinge on the rights of 
human beings, and I would like to 
know whether the Hospital Com­
mittee has the right to decide 
how long an employee should be 
sick, or whether it is the Admin­
istrator who decides. 

Mr. Chandisingh: I under­
stand that Casualty doc· ··s are 
permitted to give two d;:.· · ' sick 

Jf,c1.vc, but ]J it is ,;,, ques:t1on of 
lon~~, - 1_ea-~1( 'l:~h~ 1:~~}loyee ~a~ to 
see~ spe01si1s~ &t the cl1n1c. 

NY'" "'"'.i,;,•;n I do not want to 
go v1c.~:- inr·- bto tbis matter, but 
~he c,:, -~(;e .r: :-: Hi_rii~_ter has got 
does ~0t ~~;ear ~o a~ correct . 
ifhe ci::-·cule-:- :1t. .. at1~s~ 

;: 1T bi !.: ma t t er wa s 

brough>, ;-,-) the attention of 
the ·G,c0:;:getown 1-iuspital. 

C>:., mm l t. :.. e c a i1 d a £ t e r come 

del:ibe,:?.~i.an j t was de:cided 
to ,equc~;;:, medical officers 
not to r~commend more than 
two days' sick leave for an 
emplc,yc·~, 11 

.... 

It mei:;tions :eothiDJ! about. doctors 
"l.t tile Casuatty D2p:ci.rtment 

!Wi'v C~rnri:id:r1gi,: Would the 
1,f;JJ. 'le,nbe.r 1 eb.d Lhe next para­
r?:raph of t'!,,, i.;ircular? 

f\ll:r, !J.u1;:.::: 'I'he next pa,ra.grapb 
states; 

"Si.,ould it be neGessary 
for r,,n 2~,;r,loyee to be recom­
mended for more than two 
days' sick leave that ~m­
:;iloyee should be referred to 
the Staff Clinic for treat­
ment, or to the appropriati 
Speci&list Clinic (e.g.) 
cases of fractures, etc." 

5 p.m. 

Mr. Chsmiisingh: This fol­
lows what I said, namely, that 
the casualty doctor can_ give up 
to two days' leave and if any­
thing pver that is required they 
will go to the clinic where they 
will consult the specialist who 
will give extended l eave. 
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M~. Hugh : Thi3 copy which I 
have was addressed to someone who 
js not a casualty doctor. 

Chief Steward 

Mr , Merr iman: With reference 
to subhead 1 , i tern (5), Ishculd 
like to ask·the Minister whether 
this position is filled and , if 
so, whether it is held by someone 
within the age limits for the 
public service. 

Mr, Chandisingh: 'rhe posi­
tion is filled but the officer is 
going on pre-retirement leave. 
from the 15th March. 

Deputy Matron, Puh]ic Hospital 
G<:!orgetown 

Mr. Merriman: May I refer to 
item (14), Deputy Matron, Public 
Hospital , Georgetown, and ask 
whether that position is vacant, 
and , if so, ~OK long has it been 
vacant and when does the Ministry 
intend to fill it? 

Mr. Cbandisingb : I am in­
formed that recommendations have 
been made to the Public· Service 
Commission to fill the post of 
De put:v Ma-tron. 

Assistant Hospital Secretary 

Mr . H.i~h: I beg leave lo- go 
back to subhead 1, item (2). 
Will the hon . Minister say 
whether this post of Assistant 
Hospital Secretary is filled? I 
am very sorry but it will be 
necessary to call the name orthe 
officer this time. 

Mr, . ChandisiDgh: This post 
i s filled. The name of the 
officer is Mr . Bya~s. 

Mru Hugh: Will the Minister 
tell me what post i.s held by Mr . 
Rohi t Persaud in the Hospital? 

Mru ChandisiRgh: I under­
stand that the gentleman men­
tioned is Hospital Clerk 

Oep&rtrne.nt~l.~ n rl Assistant 
Hospital Clerk,;; 

Miru Hugh: May I refer to 
items (8) and (9), Subhead 1, and 
inquire how promotions are made 
in these two grades, Departmental 
Clerks and Assistant HosBital 
Clerks? Are promotions made by 
the Hosi:ital Administration or 
the Public Service Commission and 
on what basis? 

Mr. Chandisingb: The Public 
Service Commission makes these 
ai;pointments. 

Mr. Merriman: On whose re­
commendations? 

Mr. Cbandisingh: The Minis­
try makes the recommendations. 

Mr. Hugh: I am very glad to 
see that t he Ministry makes re­
commendations for· these appoint­
ments. May I ask the Minister 
whether Departmental Clerks are 
clerks in the Ration Store, the 

-Records- Roem and so on-? 

Mr. Chandisingb: Yes, sir. 

Mru Hugh: Some fromotions 
have been made in those places 
lately. Some junior clerks were 
confirmed in senior positions 
a.lthough there were ~-ersons, par­
~icularly in the Ration Store, 
who were almost a year senior in 
pervice. These persons were in­
terviewed by the Public Service 
Commission and recommended by the 
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Minister. The increments for 
strike-breakers is dated back to 
October 1962, whereas those who 
went on strike a.re now made 
junior with increments frqm•this 
year June and December . Will the 
Minister say whether he is aware 
of this? Do no-t let me ca.11 
names, because• I do not wish any­
thing to appear to have been done 
in a µ,rtial manner. 

Mr. Chandisingh: I am ad­
vised by my officers who deal 
with the~e matters - as you Imo~ 
the Minister does ,nof deal with 
these matters - that the Public 
Service CollDllission makes these 
anointments ap.d .promotions and 
there is no awareness within the 
Ministry that what the hon. Mem­
ber alleges is correct . 

Mr. Hugh: All I wish is that 
the Minister will make investiga­
tions. This is a humanitarian 
appeal. Is the Minrister aware 
that there is an unfortunate_ case 
within the Records Department? A 
young man is employed there -who 
is ill . He is constantly in the 
records room and creates acer­
tain amount of irritation to 
other members of the staff be­
cause of the peculiar nature of 
his illness . Will the Minister 
inquire from his advisers whether 
this is not so and let us know in 
this House if this is considered 
t-c be in the best interests of 
the employees? 

Mr. Clumdisingh: I am ad­
vised that on the recommendation 
of the Medical Superintendent of 
the Mental Hospi tal the person 
concerned was placed in that 
position. 

Mr. Hugh: I think that if 
this Government desires to have 
efficiency and high output it 

o~ht to r~111ove dangers which 
might rech:.ce the efficiency of 
workers" Let us be hones.t.. This 
young ma-rr is being punished . I 
run not spe,,,king abc.ut discrimina­
tion. This is in the interest of 
the youn,2; man; he should be kept 
away from anything that looks 
like work if he is to recover , 
and in arry case to put such a 
person with other workers not so 
affected is certain to create a 
certain amount of distress. 

5.10: p.m 

Mr. Chruulisingh: H is not 
appropriate to rei:1Iy any further . 

Conveying ~ick persons from 
IRRterio r to Hospi ts] 

Mr. Campbell: I w~nt ·to ask 
a-question under subhead 19, Con­
·veying .sick persons _from Interior 
to ..Hospital. ·_ I ·was told by very 
reli'f;;ble people-that the mission­
aries in the Rupununi who own a 
small plane used to take sick 
persons from point to ·point and 
convey ·them to the nearest hos­
pital, either at Lethem or in 
Georgetown, on condition that the 
Government, through the Interior 
Department, gave them back·the 
fuel, the gasolene.: I u.nderstaud 
that that has nqw been discontin­
ued. Now I want to be enlighten­
ed. I want to ask the Minister 
concerned whether he !knows any­
thing about this• and whether this 
practice has been discontinued. 
£hose missionaries have been per­
forming a wonderful job in the 
Interior. They have been using 
their plane, their vehic les , 
their doctors, etc. and, Govern·­
ment supplied the fuel only. If 
this p_ractice has been stopped, 
Qlease let it be continued, it is 
e. good thing. 
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Mr. Ch~ndisingh: The ar­
rangem€nt has not been stopped. 

Mr, Cawpbell: It has not 
been stopped? 

Mr. CbanMi.ing·h: It contin­
ues . 

Goverurnent Pherm~cigt 

Mr . Cheeb : Subhead 1, Hem 
3: \\'ill the hon,: Minister tell 
this House if the vacancy for t.he 
post cf Government Pharmacist has 
been reported to the public Ser 
vice Commission with a view to 
)rnvj ng it filled? 

Mr. Chandisingh: Yes. 

Senior As•isiant Pharmacist 

Mr, Cb.eeks, And also Lh~ 
post of Sern or Assistant Pharma .. 
ci st? 

Mr. Chanuis~ngh: Yes 

Mr, Cheeks: Wil.1 the hon, 
Minister tell us what are the 
qualifications for these two 
posts? 

M-r. C~i'm-dising'e: The-quaJ.i­
cation is the Bachelor of Phar-
macy de~ree. · 

- Mr':- CheeG : lS t heresnyone 
in tl1e Service who is in line for 
promotion whc holds that qualifi­
cation? 

Mr. ChaoJisingh: There is no 
one who is qualified. 

Mr, Cheeks: Does Government 
expect to fill it locall y, or is 
it sending anyone to be trained? 
How does the Government expect to 
have it filled? 

Mr. Chandisingh: The Govern«• 
rntouL does not know whether this 
pest would be filled by someone 
rJ+side because, at the moment, 
thu:·e is TIO one qualified ·.ocaJ -
.L ·•r, Someon1' is beiw tr,~ . .; i1et.l but 
,.-,\ ,1,, llot. know whet]1cr o~· not 
'.}u.t Jer::on will qualify, 

5e•ior Dispe~sers 

Dispense r s 
hit', Blair: I notice there is 

·eduction in the salaries of 
C:.::oior Dispensers and Dispensers. 
·;··; .~ D ste states: "Changes in 
' . .,,laers of posts.:" Have these 
;TI:>::, ·~1eeu demoted:? Where is ther·e 
e, ,·eilucthn in the amount pro­
·;,_ded.? 

:.~.,. QlmuHsingh: Peof>le re­
l, ., from the Service, t1u,:y reach 
1:•c. , ,i,irh.g age, &.nd other per­
sr· ·~, come ;_n at the minimum of 
t~·-.,. ~::de. This accounts :for t1e 
• 1:r'.,a:'t,ion in the amount pr·ovided. 

.tarm Supervisor 

Enl!tiiry Officers 

!•~r. Hugh: There are twc sirr, 
pis questions I should like to 
a::·i. Item 29, Parm Super-0.sor: 
'l'}';'= note states: "One post of 
rft:nrr Sup e-r-vi-se-r-i-u·-sub·s ti ·e, u-t; i cm 
:.:'or the post cf 'Band. rni=a,ster -
l✓,cntal Hospital', n I want to 
Lnow why the Bandmaster is called 
~'arm Supervisor. 

Item 30, Enquiry Officers: I 
should like to know what are 
';heir duties. 

Mr. Chandisingh: Enquiry 
Officers are persons who go out 
to check on and to assess the 
financial means, etc. of persons. 
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The post of Farm Supervisor 
in substitution for the post of 
Bandmaster does not mean that the 
Bandmaster now becomes tbe Farm 
Supervisor,: I should explain 
that the services of the Band­
master at the Mental Hospital 
have really Qot been used and, 
quite rec~ntly, a few months ago, 
an internal broadcasting system 
with a Ji t tle studio has been in­
stalled at the Mental Hospital. 
There is a constant relay of 
music and other p·rogrammes , so 
there is no necessity for~ Band­
mast er and the poft of Farm 
Supervisor was created. 

The reference here is merely 
for the administrative arrange­
ments within the Head. In other 
wcrds, what it means is that we 
have abolished the JX>St of Band­
master and created the pest of 
Farm Supervisor,: 

Mr, 
Tutors: 
vacant? 

Tutors 

Merriman : Item 22, 
How many posts are 

Mr, C~andisingh: ·•rhere are 
three. vacancies. 

Principal Tutor 

Mr, Merriman: Item 21, Prin­
cipal Tutor: May I ask if this 
post if filled? 

Mr. Chand is ingh : This post 
is technically vacant.: I under­
stand that some recommendation 
has been made for the filling of 
it. 

Mr , Merriman: Someb cdy is 
acting in t he post and ·I under­
stand that re c cmmendati on has 
been made to the Public Service 
Commission -for the filli ng of 

the vacancy. We sh culd train 
more Guianese rather than re­
cruit expat riates and I shoul d 
Hke to know if any immediate 
effort is being made to train in­
di vi duals,. i f you have got them . 
I do . n ct, kn cw if the Minister can 
give us an assurance that inuned­
i ate action will be taken on this 
rna.Uer · 
5. 20 p.m. 

Mr . Cbandisingh: On the 
quest ion of training,. the Minis­
try has already submitted its 
list of persons that it requires 
to be trained in the various 
fields for 1964 , and among the 
subjects are tutors. 

Social Entertainer, Mental 
Hospital 

Mr. Hugh: May I find out 
what sort of social entertainment 
this Social Entertainer does? Is· 
H amale or a female entertainer? 

Mr. Chandisingb: The post is 
vacant, but there is someone who 
i s acting in the post. 'rhe per­
son is a male, and the duties in­
clude arranging various social 
activities which encourage the 
patients to do something useful. 
This sort of entertainment is 
part of their therapy,: 

Mr . Hugh: I hope i., hat a 
female will never be appointed to 
fj 11 this post . 

The Chairman : The original 
holder of the post was a female. 

Beauticians at Mental Hospital 

Mr. Hugh: Can t he hon, · Min­
i ster tell me whether there is a 
beautician attached to·the Mental 
lfospital, and where provision can 
be found for her salary i n these 
Estimates? 
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Mr . Chandisingh: As far as I 
am aware, on the last occasion 
when I visite2 that Hospital just 
about two weeks aQ'o, I observed 
two female at.tendr,n1.s work-fnQ in 
the beauty parlour. ThPse fe~ale 
attendants, I was 7 n ld, have ex­
perience in the beaulifyinrr of 
ha i r in order to rrive ladies a 
certain amount of charm. They 
were servini in that capacity, 
and are certainly doing a good 
job. It provi des a hit-of lift 
in the atmosphere and rrives the 
female patients a sens~-of well­
being, value, and appreciabo11, 
The male patients ha~~ a barber 
to look after them . 

Mr. Hugh: It is u II fort una·;_ e 
that nowhere in thPsr Estimates 
can I find these two votes. I 
should like to find out who 
appointed these two persons-the 
Hospital, or the Public Service 
Commission? May I have the 
names of these two persons? 

Mr. Chandis:i.ngh: So far as l 
understand, it is not a question 
of special appointments but job 
assiQ'nme nt;::, The two female 
attendants are assii;i:ned to th:is 
particular field of work. 

Mr. Hugh: Does Lhis Govern­
me Ill pav them monthlv , or accord­

-+n~--t-o ·b-l+e -n-uml-1 e F--G r' .i o l is:' 

Mr. Chandisingb: They are 
paid as attendants, and they do 
1 h-js ,::ort of work 1,hich is serv­
ing a ~ood purpo~F. 

\1r . Hul!b: Holl' long: has tl1:is 
new-found idea been ~o irlQ'. oD? 

Mr. Chandisingh: It siartPd 
last year. 

Mr. Hugh: Were i hrsr- p, L-­

advertised; 

Mr. Cbandisingh: There is no 
post of beautician. 

Mr. Hugh: Then when Mrs, 
Singh's husband is transferred 
she will go with him! 

Mr. Chandisingh: There is 
no Mrs. Singh involved in this 
matter. 

Mr. Benn: You should be in 
Lhe scavenging service. 

Medical and Surgical instruments 
and equipment 

Mr. Chee~s: Can the hon. 
Minister tell me whei..her periodic 
i nventories are made in relation 
to Medical and Surgical instru­
ments and equipment and, if so, 
•,,•hen last was such an inventory 
1nade? 

Mr. Chaudisingh: Every year, 
J understand, a 3oard of Survey 
checks on these things. 

Mr. Cheeks: Perhaps the hon. 
Minister is not in a position to 
say when last an inventory was 
made. I wonder whether he will 
tell us whether the Government 

-- -- -

was satisfied with the last 
inventory, and whether it 
was satisfied that there was 

---prover s upe-rvisimra·nd -c-are--of--­
the instruments and of their re­
le ntion in the Hospital as 
Government property? I 1rnnt to 
know whether the . hon. ~ini~t er i~ 
satisfied that these instru~Pnts 
are not disappcar:ing. 

Mr. Chandisingb: I am not 
awar-e of an:_v dissai. i sfact ion. 

Nurses and Servants 

Mr. Merriman: I should like 
~o speak on item (52), Nurses 
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and Servants on page 56. I ob­
serve that there is a considerable 
reduction in .the sum of $52,060, 
and this -seems to be rather 
alarming. ·1 am certain that the 
Government is aware of the fact 
that there is a shortage of nursec 
in this. country. -I feel that the 
Government should provide for a 
sufficient number of tutors for 
the training of our nurses so that 
we would be able to cater for our 
immediate requirements at the 
various Institutions. Thousands 
of applications are out for 
·nursing students,. and this has 
nothing to do with what the hon. 
Acting Premier has been talking 
about . This is an alarming re­
duction in the item, and I should 
like the hon, Minister to give us 
some explanation in connect ion 
with this matter. 

5.30 p.m. 

Mr. Cbandisingh: The reason 
is given in the note at the 
1,ottom. 

Mr. Merriman: The note mere­
ly says: "Changes in holders cf 
posts, 11 Have they been absorbed 
into another category? There arr 
about 1,000 patients, some on th 
floor and two in one bed. Every 
body knows that nurses are i1 
short supply, and to see thic 
alarming reduction in the vote 
with only a footnote "Changes ir 
holders of posts 11

, one is in­
clined to wonder what 11 changes 11 

means. If it means ·that novices 
are bejng employed ·then ·the effi­
cj ency of the hospital is being 
further impaired. If untrained 
people are being employed ft 
would require two ·such persons to 
do the job, and it would stagnate 
promotion of trained· nurses to 
higher categories. 

Mr . Chandisingh: It is sur­
prising to hear the hon . Member 
referring to students or young 
nurses as novices. On the one 
hand he admonishes the Government 
to train more nurses, and then he 
castigates them. The reason for 
the reduction in the expenditure 
is that people are coming in on 
the lower rung of the scale, and 
furthermore this applies not only 
to nurses and servants but to 
certain other subordinate staff. 
In addition more people are leav­
ing or retiring, and others be­
ing brought in as rapidly as 
possible to fill their posts, 
ihereby reducing the total 
amounts being paid out. But 
apart from that the hon . Member 
can be assured that the amount 
provided for this year is a sum 
which, if the need arises by vir­
~ue of the fact that we are tak­
ing in more student nurses, can 
be increased by supplementary 
provision. The limit, so far as 
student nurses are concerned, is 
the number of tutors. I may men­
tion that at the Georgetown 
Hospital there are 192 qualified 
staff nurses out of what is con­
sidered to be a complement of 204, 
so that the shortage is not very 
great as the hon. Member alleges. 
That is the position, ginerally 
speaking. We do need more nurses, 
but this is limited by the number 
of tutors we have. If we can get 
more tutors and more nurses money 
will be provided. 

~r. Cheeks: Subhead 3: I 
observe that there is a tremen­
dous reduction in the dietary 
vote, and in view of the number 
of complaints about the quality 
of the food I wonder if it is a 
wise reduction. What worries me 
is the great reduction of the 
vote for food as compared wit~ 
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[MR . CHEEKS] 

the great increase 1n the vote 
for tobacco,: The Medical Depart­
ment is evidently not worried 
about the report that cigarette 
smoking ca.uses lung cancer,: 

Mr. Chandisingb: There is in 
fact no reduction in the quantity 
of food being supplied patients 
at the instjfution .· There is no 
reduction either in the quality 
of the food. The note says: 
"O"er-provided in 1963." Once 
a.gain I wish to repeat what I 
told the hon. Member undei· 
another Head, We feel that ade­
qu ate and varied diet could be 
provided for the patients in our 
instjtutions on this amount of 
$850 ,000. Cutting out, so far as 
is possible, wastage, thefts and 
so on, we can supply food to 
patjents no worse than was sup­
plied l ast year or tbe year be­
fore, and perhaps even improve 
the quab ty of the food supplied . 
But if it becomes necessary again 
because of some shortage, no one 
wi ll go without food, as money 
will be provided for this pur­
pose. We feel tliat this amount 
is adeqnai.~e to provide good nu­
tritious food for patients at U 1E 

hospitals. 

5.40 p.m. 

Mr. Merriman: In connection 
witb that same item, the Minisler 
has said 

The Chairman: If you look at 
the column for the Revised Esti­
mate you will see how · much was 
spent· in 1963, 

Mr. Merriman: $680,000. Let 
us put the record straight: in 
1Q62 there was the first 10 per 

cent reduction in all costs; in 
1963 there was an additional 10 
per cent reduction . This is not 
natural ; it i s done on instruc­
tions. Look at the proportion; 
it is a 20 per cent reduction in 
the expenditure of the previous 
year. It is for thi s reason that 
the patients are hungry and ill­
fed. Quite recently nurses were 
compl aining about the food_ and if 
the nurses compl ain, God help the 
patients l If we compare this 
amount with the expenditure in 
1963 we will not have a true 
picture of the cost of feeding 
the sick . . We all know that 
patients in the hospital must be 
supplemented with food from their 
homes unless their homes are in 
Timbuctoo. I think the time n~s 
arrived when the Government 
should realize its responsibility 
and provide adequate food. I 
appreciate the -fact that diet. i -· 
cians are now employed and the 
food may be better balanced but 
nevertheless t he day~to-day sup~ 
ply is not adequate and we should 
set the record straight. 

~r. Cbandisi~gh: First, 
there was no reduction in this 
vote last year. -secondl y, if as 
the hon. Members says, patients 
~ometimes complain about inade-

- q ua.t-e fo.oa , well-, t h-i-s may-be- so 
in some instances, but, if it is 
.3o, it is not because Government 
has not provided enough money for 
sufficjent food . I understand 
t hat this problem has been worry­
i nf!: cerhin ·administrative staff 
at the hospital for some time now. 
Food prepared in the kitchens is 
prepared under good conditions. 
It i s prepared warm; it is pre­
pared as a good balanced meal for 
so many patients in each ward . 
Special diets are prepared for 
certain persons , but I understand 

,,. 

" 

.. 

.... 

.., 



~ 

, 

... 

-

.. 

1385 Appropriation Bill 23RD JANU;;-R:Y, 1964 Budget Debate 1386 

that in ~~rta-in-easeag p.al--ieant-s-­
in the wards do not actually 
receive this food . It disappears 
somewhere al ong the _line . 

I think it was about 3 or 4 
days ago wheL I paid a surprise 
vi sit to the hospital and went 
into the kitchen. No one ex­
pected me and the head cook was 
very interested in getting me to 
sample some of the food. I went 
around and sampled bits of each 
type of dishJ stewed beef, chow 
mein and so on, which had been 
prepared for t he different wards. 
I considered that the food was 
very palatable indeed. I under­
stand , however, that in some 
cases when this food ·is prepared 
i t does not reach the ward in 
quest ion and when it does r.each 
the ward, i t reaches 1ate so that 
there is a chance it may get cold 
and naturally patients may com­
pl ain -ai:l_out this. 

The criticism of the hon. 
Member•of the amount of money 
provided bears no re l ation to 
this specific and peculiar prob­
lem. We can only try to incul­
cate a feeling of responsibility 
and duty among those persons who 
have to do with it . As a matter 
of fact, in a speech I made at 
the l ast annual conference of the 
Medical Employees Union I r ai sed 
this point with them specifical­
l v . I asked the Union to see 
what it could do in he l ping tl 
see that food designed for 
patients does get to patients. 
This is a separate problem. 

Drugs 

Mr. Merriman: I refer to 
·subhead ? , Drugs and Medical 
Appliances (a) Drugs and Dress­
ings for all Institutions. Is 
the hon . -Mini st.er aware of the 

ias-u-ffie.ieney of G-r ug..s- whi-G-h 
makes it necessary for persons 
who are given prescriptions to go 
outside although these prescrip­
tions are issued for supply from 
hospital stock? I would like t o 
know what is responsib le for 
this . Also doctors are told not 
to purchase certain types of 
drugs which are necessary for 
patients . Are these allegations 
true and, i f so, t o what extent 
can they be r emedied? 

Mr . Chandisingh: There i s no 
real shortage of drugs. This 
Government would not t.olerate a 
position where there is a short­
age of drugs because of tbe par­
simonious attitude i n the past. 
I believe, however, that there 
hav£ been instances·at one hos­
pital, and even.at the Georgetown 
Hospital, where certain drugs 
that were prescribed may not have: 
been available in the dispensary 
at a particular time and had to 
be ordered from the Central 
Pharmacy. In such cases there is 
a bit of inconvenience and diffi­
culty to people. It does not 
me.an to say, as the 110n. Member 
infers, that there is a shortage 
of drugs because there is no 
money to buy dru~s. 

At other institutions it 
sometimes happens that the offi­
cer in charge of ordering drugs 
particularly i f he is at some 
outlyi ng hospital, has not placed 
an order in advance or perhaps 
there may be some delav at the 
Central Pharmacy. I am ~ot deny­
ing this, but it is not beca~se 
of any basic short~e of drug;s or 
lack ·of money. 

On the second point made by 
the hon. Member that circulars 
have been sent to medical practi-
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tioners not to supply certain 
types of drugs, this is a sensi­
ble thing to do and we are not 
the only ones who are doing this. 
This is being done . in the United 
¥ingdom and in other places. 
There are several drugs, expensiv(. 
d!'\\!!E> , which are not necessary· and 
f or which there are substitutes 
l. \,0.t are just as good, proven and 
les~ed and which are cheaper. 

5.50 p.m 

Mr. Cbandisingb: These arie 
drugs which can be ordered by a 
generic name instead of having·to 
be prescribed in the form of one 
particular brand which might be a 
more expensive one,: A particular 
doctor might have a preference 
for a particular brand of drug 
which is an e xp ensive drug, 
whereas , a generic drug which is 
proper for that type of ailment 
would suit the purpose j~st ai 
well . 1t is jn order to avoid 
having doctors incur u~ecessary 
and needless expense that these 
cirr·:lars have been issued for 
their guidance,: As I said, this 
is done in the United Kin~d om 
also where they come up against 
this problem,: 

J{eacj__ 31 - Mini ~ ry of Labour , 
Health and Housing - Hospitals 
and D i s p en s a r i e s , . e t c . 
$5,024,042 - agreed to and 
ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule . . 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR, UEALTH 
AND HOUSING -

TOWN ANO COUNTRY PLANNING 

Mr, Merriman: May I ask how 
many vacancies exist on the fixed 
establishment in this Department 7 

Mr. Cbanaisingb: The vacan­
cies on the fixed establishment 
are for one Chief Building In­
spector - item 4; one Assistant 
Draughtsman - item 12; one Su­
pernumerary Building Inspector -
item 7; and three Supernumerary 
Assistant Draughtsmen - ;item 14, : 
The posts listed under items 7 
a:ri.a. 14 are, bf course, new posts. 

Mr. Merriman: May I ask how 
soon is it proposed -to fill these 
i:)OSiti ans? If this Department is 
~o function effectively it must 
be properly staffed.: I am fear­
ful about: it because of the prin­
ciple which transcends the entire 
establishment, that is, to keep 
vacancies open. I should like to 
lmow when the hon,: Minister hopes 
to fill these vacancies. 

Mr. ChiITTdisingh : First, I do 
not fill vacancies; t he ho n. 
Member must get this clear . Sec­
ondly., he s hould understand t hat 
the posts I have listed as vacant 
include these new supernumerary 
posts which are four in number -
namely, one Building :Inspector 
and three Assistant Draughtsmen. 
Now the supernumerary p csts have 
been included in this year's 
Estimates so that after the Est--i­
mates. are passed, ·persons who are 
available and qualified inay be 
appointed to fill vacancies 
occurring when subst antlve offi­
cers go on pre-retirement leave, 
This has been done in order to 
have persons in the posts despite 
the fact that there are substan­
tive officers who might be out of 
the country on pre-retirement 
1 eave. 

Planning Surveys 

Mr Jordan: (Upper Dem e rara 
River): Subhead 5, . Planning·Sur­
veys: I should like to know if 
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the iTICTeased -amo-unt u:nd-er t--bi-s 
subhead will complete the layo.ut 
of the Wisma.r/Christianburg area. 
I sh,ould also Jike to know if 
money is provided anywhere in 
these Estimates to wire some in­
c anplete houses rented to tenants 
at Wismar. 

Mr.- Chandisingh: The money 
provided under subhead 5, Plan­
ning Surveys, will provide for 
additional surveys, of the Wismar 
Christian.burg area,: It will not 
complete the work in the whole 
area but it will enable Govern­
ment to go a stage further. · I ain 

not quite sure that I understand 
the sec.and part of the Member's 
question.. Can he explain it fur­
ther? 

Mr. Jordan: For the past twc 
years the.Rousing Department hru 
rented a number of houses to ten 
ants in the Wismar/Christianbur 
area and those houses are no 
wired for electricity,: The prom­
ise was given that some_ attentio 
would be paid to this,: Power ha 
been available to them for ove 
thD years but, because the house 
were ~ot wired, no electricitJ 
was provided. I want to kn ow i l 
provision· has been madf- fn t> tht 
wiring of those houses. 

Mr. Chandisingh: That l'-1•ovi­
si on does net come under this 
Head,: What the hon. Member 
speaks of - wiring of houses, 
rental cf houses and so on -
would come under the Housing Dev­
elopment Estimates ,: 

Mr. Jordan: I wonder if tha~ 
could be fair.: These houses, ] 
think, have been completed a loD4 
time ago. In view of the fact 
that we know that only half o! 
the work is going to be done, 1 

think the-Mini-st-er weuld be weU 
advised to put this under main­
tenance.: To talk ·ab out putting 
it under development is just. 
talk.· I do not know if tHs is 
one of the unassailable prior­
i ties. Unless the Minister gives 
me the undertaking that this is 
one of his unassailable prior­

i ties, I cannot take him serhms­
ly.: 

Mr. Chandisingh: This h~s 
nothing t6 do with that._ This 
has to do with Town and Count!\ 
Planning,: 

I 

Mr. Jordan: Do the houses at 
the Wismar housing' estate fall 
under Town and Country Planning? 

Mr. Chandisingh: No, sir. 

Mr. Burnham: May I ask a 
question? I notice that the 
anticipated revenue from Gov­
ernment housing estates is 
$460,000. Can the hon,: Minister 
tell us where is the expenditure 
en Government bousing .estates 
shown? 

Mr. Chaodisingh: I _do not 
see where that item comes under 
this Head.· 

Mr, Burnham: Please, sir, I 
am confes~ing my manifold ignor-
ance and I am seeking guidance,_ 
I said I know that $460,000 is 
anticipated revenue from Govern­
ment housing estates. Can the 
hon.: Minister who -is charged with 
housing be so kind and courteous 
to me as to tell me where in 
these Estimates expenditure on 
Government housing estates is 
shown? That is all I am asking 

Am I not as a member of this Leg­
iislature, as a representativP of 
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a particular Government housing 
estate, entitled to the courtesy 
of the information? 

6. p.m. 

Mr. Chandisingh: When the 
time comes the hon. Member wil l 
know about this, but, so as not 
to prolong t he matter unneces­
sarily, I s hall inform the hon. 
Member that he must understand 
that housing estates do not come 
under Town and Country Planning 
but under t he Housing Development 
Programme. 

Mr. Burnham: I remember that 
last year the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central (Mr. d ' Aguiar) 
made the point that thi s Govern­
ment was taking Recurrent Expen­
diture and putting it unde·r Deve-
1 opment Expenditure. This is an 
example of that sort of thing. 
The housing- estates are estab­
lishPd, and there may be some 
just Hi cat ion in considering then, 
'1s developmental. Can :you, how­
t ·er, call the servicing of these 
lwusing estates development? The 
development aspect_is t.be estab­
li shment of the scheme and the 
estab li shment of the estates. 
After that they have to be main­
tainea:-- - -

Are you going to charge that 
aQ:ainst development? Let me tell 
this newly-arrived financial 
\ii zard that if he does that he 
also has to charge the income 
from the housing estates to 
development income. You cannot 
have your cake and eat it •. What 
these rascals are doing is this: 
They are taking the income from 
the housing estates, putting it 
j nto tne general revenue, and then 

underspending on tr,f upkE'ep of 
the housing estates ~fo le putting 
a small amount against develop­
ment. The people in Ruimveldt are 
paying $4 a month , aud when they 
ask for certain rudimentary ser­
vices which one assor·iat es with 
minim~m civilizati on iheJ are 
told, "We . do no t 1Hi.vl? enough 
money under the Develop ment 
Pr~ramme,:" This i s the rascali ty 
that is being practi sed. 

Then we will hear the hon. 
Minister of Finance sav in re­
spect of Mr. ~andys' announcement 
and in respect of Mr . Jacobs' 
Report on the financial pos i tion 
of.t his c ountry tha~ we have 
balanced our Budget. The hon. 
Minister of Finance has balanced 
the Budget as a res uh of j iggery 
pokery. H-e has La lanced the 
Budget at t he price of curtailing 
servi c es and shifti ng facts 
around the place . I should like 
the hon. Minister of Labour, and 
Uousing to explain by what pro­
cess of reasoning the c l eaning of 
drains in Ruimveldt and La Peni­
tence can be described as deve­
l opme nt. If , perchance, his 
sophistry serves him so well as 
t o reply, then l et him tell me 
wh0"t precise part of t he revenue 
goes i nto the general revenue. 

Mr. Chandisingb: I will not 
-att-emp-t- t -o re-ply.-- He is a bit 
premature, and I think I shall 
have to supply him with some 
oxy~en. I know that he wishes to 
raise certain matters under 
housing, but his opportunity will 
come when we are dealing with the 
Housing Estimates before this 
House for debate. unless hon. 
Members spent so ~uch time upon 
this Head t hat they have no time 
to debate the Head of housing. I 
can assure the hon. Member that 
he will have an opportunity to 
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dear w1th tnis matter. Apart 
from that, I wish to say that 
housingexpenditure and Estimates 
have so far alwavs been shown 
under Development, I know that 
the hon. Member has followed the 
footsteps 6f his colleague the 
hon. Member for Georgetowp­
Central (Mr. d'Aguiar), and has 
raised t his·point . In his ab­
sence, the hon . Member for Ruim­
veldt has taken up this point. I 
will not argue now whether it 
should be put under Development 
or Recurrent Expenditure, but. 

·when the time comes the hon. Mem­
ber will have an opportunity to 
raise the poi nts on which sub­
stantive crit icism has been made . 

Mr. Burnha11..~ I am prepared 
to accept a logical proposition 
regardless of the soarce. I 
should like to express my app-re­
ciation for the assumed modesty 
of the hon. Minister who savs he 
will not answer, but I would in­
sist that it is the duty of the 
hon. Minister to i:,: ive Q:ujdance 1:o 
lii:rht,en our darkness-. Can he 
teil us why this expenditure for 
the service of Government estates 
appears in the Development Esti­
mates , and the income from the 
estates forms part of ·Recurrent 
Estimates of revenue? Why should 
this income go into the general 
r evenue? The hon. Minister has 
Mr. Seelig, Permanent Secretary, 
Mr. Barker , Planning Officer, and 
others there to advise him. Let 
him bend backwards and g:et the 
necessary information from these 
experts. 

I am an electeu representa­
tive of this House, and it is my 
duty to see that things are 
properly done. I want to say 
that this hon. Minister can be 
quite suave when he wants. My 
t1Jother used to say: "A sof~ word 

t urneTh away wraffi. 11 The hon. 
Minister-has relatives who own 
properties. When they rent their 
properties and they make a return 
to Mr. Stoll , they put down so 
much rent estimated, rates, taxes 
X, Y, Z, and then it is accepted by 
the Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue that the servicing of the 
properties is a charge an the 
income, and the service charges 
are deducted and the net income 
arrived at. If you are going to 
'.';)ut the gross income, into general 
revenue, how can you arrive at 
any calculation when you are 
arriving at the service charges 
under development as a separate 
budQ:et? What I want to point out 
is that the Development Budget is 
in an unfortunate position. 

6.10 p.m. 

There are certain development 
works which cannot be done, and 
the $5 million expected from the 
National Development Savings 
Levy, · pro tem at least, is not 
available. Does the Minister 
agree that if the $460,000 anti­
~{pated were to be spent on the 
housing estates the conditions in 
the housing estates would be 
better? · 

Mr. Cbandisingb: As I have 
said before, I do not see where 
this aspect arises under this 
Head, but in answer to the hon . 
Member I will say that I am not 
in a position to say whether the 
proposition he has marle is accu­
ratn or not. I do know that a 
cons iderable amount of money is 
spent on maintenance in the 
housiP: £est.ates, and that the in­
come C i. :·ived from rental instal­
ments a nd so on is somewhat in 
arrears.· I also know that the 
amount paid for maintenance will 
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not e ~ual t hat which is act uall· 
being spent on the estates. j 
may be wrong in this, but it i~ 
my impression t hat bearing in 
mind the amount of arrears of 
rents and ·instalments , a con­
siderable amount of money i s ve-· 
i~ spent ·on maintenance. I agree 
that much more can be done , but 
t his aspect of t he· matter will be 
dealt with under the estimates 
of the Housing Depar t ment. 

Head 32 - Ministry of Labour, 
Health and Housing - Town and 
Country Planning - $112,596-
agreed to and ordered to stand 
part of the Schedul e. 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HEALTII AND 
HOUSING - REGISTRATION -

BIRTHS, IMMIGRATION, ETC. 
Mr. Blair: I should like to 

ask a general question under this 
Head. I s houl d like to ask the 
Minister whether there is a 
nurse-midwi fe still stationed at 
Ebini . When we were debating the 
Motion for a cottage hospital on 
the Berbice River I think the 
Minister mentioned that t here was 
a nurse-midwife at Ebini. I 
sh-ould like to know if -she is 
still there. 

Mr. Chandisingb: When I 
~ -vi--s fu·&-th e- B erlric-e River-- a-t-t he 

end of 1962 the nurse-midwife was 
there. I cannot say whether she 
is there now. I assume that she 
is there, but I wonder whether 
the hon. Member has heard any­
thing. I believe it is his con­
stituency. 

Mr. Blair: From the .several 
minutes I know t here i s no nurse­
midwife at Ebini, and I should 
like to know why she bas been 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Chandisingb: I am sorry 
I have no i~ ~ormation on the 
mat ter at the moment, but I will 
inquire into i t and give the hon. 
Member an answer later. 

Head 33 - Ministry of Labour, 
Heal th and Housing - Registratiun 
- Births, Immigration, etc. -
$107 ,578 - agreed to and ordered 
to stand part of the Schedule. 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HEALIB AND 
HOUSING - ANALYST DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Merriman: May I ask how 
many vacancies exist in the es­
tablishment under t his Head? 

Mr. Chandisingh: As hon . 
Members will note , subhead 1 (2) -
Assistant Government Analyst - is 
a new post which i s b ei~g in­
cluded t his year and is naturally 
vacant. There is also one vacan­
cy among the Scientific Officers , 
and a vacancy for a 'Technical 
Assistant, Grade C. 

Library, Publications, etc. 

Mr. Hugh: May I ask the Min­
ister what publications are re­
ferred to at subhead 4 - -Library, 
Publications, etc? 

Mr. Cbandisingh: Does the 
hon. M-embe·r -want a l i st o.f t-lie­
publications? 

Mr. Hugh: Not necessarily. 
I should like to know whether they 
are reports of the Department, or 
what. 

Mr . Chandisingh~ I under­
stand that t he publicat i ons re­
ferr ed to are monthlv scientific 
journals and other publications 
which are of use to the Analyst 
and his staff in their work. 
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M-r. :1tugh: Can· the mnisr-er 
say whether there was.a report in 
1961 by a Committee which was 
appointed to go into the Food and 
Drugs Ordinance and whether it 
can be made available tcu the 
Op p o s it i on ? 

Mr. Chandisingh: That report 
is not something which is to be 
made available to the Opposition. 
There is no need for this because 
it is a report of an ad hoc C.om­
mit tee to the Ministry and the 
Government making certain ~ro~ 
posals for the revision of the 
Food and Drugs Orpinance. The 
recommendations will be put be­
fore the Government, I hope, 
before·long and then the Govern­
ment will have to take decisions 
as to whether it will implement 
the report which recommends cer­
tain changes in the legislation, 
and the incidental provision of 
staff to man the division. This 
will be made known in due course 
when a Bill is brought before the 
House. · ·· 

Mr. Merriman: ~dy I ask 
whether the Minister propos~s to 
consult those ·statutory bodi~s 
which are concerned with the 
question of food examination with 
respect to the new proposals en­
visaged to replace what may be 
regarded as·: an obsolete code of 
inspection of food? 

6 . 20 p. m. 

Mr. Chandisingh : I wonder 
which statutory bodies the hon. 
Member refers to. 

Mr. Merriman : The Mayor and 
town Council, New Amsterdam. 

Mr. Chaodisingh: I u:\1der~ 
stand that the municipality was 
r epresented on this ad hoc 0om-

I 

miUee by fhe MeaicaI Officer Ol: 
Health and there was agreement oh 
the recommendation so that the 
municipality has had representa­
tion in the committee which.made 
the recommendations. · 

Mr. Merriman: Be that as.it 
may, the Medical Office~ was 
asked in an advisory capacity and 
in the final analysis it is the 
statutory body which must co~it 
itself. An officeri because of 
his presence in a arge body, 
cannot commit the Council or the 
statutory body to _ final acoep­
tance and that is why I asked 
whether they contemplated con­
sulting such statutory bodies. 

Mr. Cbaodisingb: This can be 
considered. 

Chemicals and Apparatus 

Mr . Me~rimao: I refer to 
s·ubhead 3, Chemicals and Appara­
tus. I think I raised this ques­
tion last year. ·u has been re­
ported that the type of equipment 
and instruments at the Analyst's 
Department does not allow the 
carrying out of certain types of 
analysis. I should like t .o know 
if .the Department is so equipped 
that foodstuff and other. items· of 
.a ):ike nature can be analysed in 
the Department ? 

Mr. Cbaodisiogh: The Depart­
. ment is so equipped. 

Mr. Merriman:: May l ask 
·whether, in that event, per&ons 
have been notified that the re­
striction which existed some time 
ago has been removed and whether 
items are submitted for analysis 
in the Department . 

Mr. Chandisingb: There was a 
restriction because of the short­
age of staff, not of equipment. 
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I am informed that this has now 
come back into operation, thoug;h 
not in as full a measure as woul d 
be desired. The reason for this 
is shortage of qualified staff. 

The Chairman: To be spec i­
fic, you are referring to t he 
sampli ng of milk. 

Mr~ Merriman: You are well 
adv i sed, Mr. Chairman. I thought 
many more items were involved. 

The Chairman: That was one 
the restrictions of which we 

heard a year or two ago. 

Mr. Merriman: The question I 
wished answered was whether 1~0 

Mjnister or the Head of the l'e­
partment has notified the variou; 
a~encies that the restriction hac 
been removed, even though it has 
hcE:n done only to a limited point. 

Mr. Cbandisingb: Yes, sir. 
I am told that t hey were informed 
in September last year. 

Mr. Hugh: I take it that 
these chemicals and ap~aratus are 
for the purpose of analysing and 
arrivin.[ at the true character of 

- ___sub.stances. ls t..l@Li.ight? Uhe 
Minister of Labour, Health and 
Housing indicated assent.] May I, 
in this context, ask a very pecu­
liar question. The Minister is 
not compelled to answer, but will 
he try to inquire and let the 
House know whether there is a 
fundamental difference in the 
character between bush rum and 
rum made by sugar estates. 

~r. Chandisingh: I do not 
think this is the place to dis­
cuss r~js matter. 

Mr. Burnham (Ruimveldt): 1 
cannot agree with the hon, Minis­
ter. This is a scientific ques­
tion. There is no magic about 
science. Any analyst can tell 
you the difference between water 
and hydrogen ~eroxi de. We w~sh ,a. 
little lee. rP- on this subject. 
This is a scientific matter; it 
cannot be hidden, If you c~nuot 
tell us what is the scientific 
difference on analysis, the sus­
picion comes to our mind that 
whenever a sample i s sent tothe 
Department wi th a history of bush 
rum, all the analyst does is to 
write and sav it is h11sh rum, 

Mr. Chan di s.ingb: There m u::H, 

be a difference. 

Mr. Burnham: What is it? 

Mr .. Chandisingh: I cannot 
rrive the answer to that. 

Mr. Burnham: Then I take it 
that what I assumed before is 
ri~ht. The only alternative ii 
that the analyst tells the dif· 
ference by taste. 

Mr-. Chandisingh: I sugg.est 
that the hon. Member go to the 
analyst for his lecture. I do 
not think the lecture can be 
g1ven here. -

Mr. Hugh: I am very serious 
about this matter; I am not 
taking it lightly. A previous 
legisla:ture made a law in whi ch 
the analyst had been given the 
power to make a, ,rbitrarv deci­
sion as to what 1as bu~h rum. As 
far as I know , many innocent 
persons can be sent to gaol be­
·:: ause the a nt -·st says a sub­
stance is bush i·um. This is the 
place where we must find out 
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\ w.hetller there is a fund-amental or 
• proper scientific difference 

which gives the analyst the 
a uthority to say a substance i s 
'rnsh rum. We would like to know 
#bether it is t ime to revise our 
law. Many people may have to pay 
the penalty of $500 or spend six 
months in gaol if this is not 
done . I say thi.s not with the 
intention of encouraging the 
makill.Q'. of bush rum. 

trh-. Chandisiogh: I ca'l'.lilot go 
into details in the House, but 
the ~ort auHrtothls is th~ 
there is a difference and the 

t 
I 
~ 

analyst bas a method or testing 
this difference and he uses it. 

Head 34 - Ministry of Labour, 
Health and HousinQ - Analyst -
$88,783 - agreed to and ordered 
to stand part of the Schedule_ 

.9ssembly resumed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Dep~~y §pemker: The 
Assembly stands adjourned until 
2 p.m. tomorrow. 

p.m. 

-4 
Adjourned accordingl,y at 6.30 
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