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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Cnnstit?drd 11ndn the Bri I ish Guiano 
(Constitutio11) (Tcmpora.ry Prorisiona) 

Ordm· in Cu!rncil, 1953.) 

FRIDAY, 22ND ,JUNE, lf)5G 

The Council rnEt at 2 p.m. 

PRESENT 

His Honour the Speaker. Sir 
Eustace Gordon Woolford, 0.B.E., Q.C. 

E,'x-Officio Members :-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. M. _S. Porcher, (Acting).

'l'he Hon. the Attorney General, 
Mr. C. Wylie, Q.C., E.D. 

Nominated Members of Executive 

Counca :-

The Hon. Sir Frank ;\okDavid, 
C.M.G., C.B.E. r ilfornber fo1· Agricul,
ture, Forests, Lands and ::ifi11es l.

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (I\'len1-
ber for L;lbour, HPalth and Housinv). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall I Mem­
ber fo1· Communications ancl W•.!rks1. 

T·he Hon. G. A . C'. Farnum, O.RE. 
(Member for Local Grwernrnent, So�ial 
Welfare and Co-op�rative Develop 
ment). 

The Hon. R, B. Gajraj. 

The Hein. R. C. Tello. 

Nominatcci UnDfficials :­
l\lr. W. A. Phang, 

l\Ir. E. F. Correia. 

Mr. H. Rahaman 

Miss Gertie H. Collins. 

:\lrs. Esther E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 

Clerk of the Lcgislature­
Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clerk of th� Legislature­
Mr. E. V. Viapree. 

_.1/lsent 

The Hon. i.lw Financial Secret.arr, 
:\fr. F. W. E:,;�cx. -on leave. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C. 
--on leave. 

:\fr. W. J. Hnatgever, C.13.E. 
--Deputy Spcaker--011 leave. 

?!fr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 
----on leave. 

Mr. J. I. Ram1,hal. -on leave. 

Thir. T. Lee. 

:H I'. ,,,. A. Jlacnie, C.M.G., O.Il.E. 
--on leave. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. - -on leave. 

nev. D. C . .J. Ilobb. --on leave. 

l\lr. R. B. Jnilal. -on leave. 

:ur. Sugl'im Singh. 

The Speaker read prayers. 

The Minute� nf the meeting CJ[ the 
Council held on Thursday, the 2l!"t of. 
Jqnc, 1956, as printed and ,circula�cd, 
·were taken as read and confirmed.



199 Opticians 22ND JUNE, 1956 Bill 200 

LEA VE TO MEMBERf 

Mr. Speaker : ?.'he hon. Mr. 
Macnie is unable to be pres('nt today 
and has asked to be excused. The 
same thing applies to the Rev. Mr. 
Bobb, Mr. R:iatgever and Mr. Cm{i,r. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Aunrr DEPARTMENT (AMENDM:E!ll'f) 

BILL, 1956. 

The Chief Recretary : I beg to 
move the first reading of the Bil! in­
tituled : 

''An Ordinance further to amend the 
Audit Department Ordinance fer the pur­
pose of increasing the salaries of the Di-
1·ector of Audit and the Senior Auclttor." 

The Attorney General 
second the motion. 

1 beg to 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

CIVIL LIST (AMENDMENT NO. 2) 
BILL, 1956 

The Chief Secretary : I ·beg to 
move the first reading of the Bi.11 in­
ti tulcd : 

· "An Ordinance :urther to amend the
Civil List Ordinance by increasing the 
amount which shall be payable to Her 
Majesty for defraying the expense:; of
ce!'tain services.'' 

The Attorney General : I beg to 
second the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

OPTICIANS BILL, l 956 

Mr. Cummings (Member for La­
bou{:. Health and Housing): I beg to 

move the second reading of the Bill in­
tituled: 

"An Orclinanc2 to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to opticians." 

In doing ;;o, I wish to begin by in-
1 imating· lhat 1 pr,:ipose to ask Council 
to approve in Committee stage of what 
aP}wars to be 1.1uile ii. number of amend­
ments, but therri iR 1·eal!y only 011(! 

umendment and the others are co11-
sequential 011 thal; one. Th� amend­
m<'nt does not in any way interfere with 
the policy of the Bil!, as indicated when 
it was published. The object of this 
Bill is set out in the long title and, as 
hon. Members will observe, I propose 
to ask, in the Committee stage, for an 
.amendment to tlrn long title wl1ich 
sl10uld read: 

''An Ordinance to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to the regulation 
of the practice of sight testing and for 
purposes connected therewith.'' 

For quite a long timP representa­
tions have been made by the Medical 
Board to the Director of Medical Ser­
vices. and ah;o h." the opticians them-· 
selves, for better control of thp people 
who go in for sight-testing and th{! dis­
pensing of optical prescriptions. In 
England recently, a Committee, after 
sitting in the matter, has repol'ted. 
Their recommendations have not yet' 
been implement<'d but, accordinl!' to 
their findings, th�r(' are two rcicog;"ic;ed 
branches of the sight-testing pr0fes­
sio11-one ]mown as opthalmic opticians 
who do sight-testing and also pres�l'ihe 
gln.sses, while the others are kno•.vn· as 
dispC"nsing opticians who merely pre­
scribe. The dispensing opticians are not 
qualified to test sight and ther do not 
test. Thrre is a neutra.J word w!iich 
is used by foe Americans to (:over 
practitioners in both branches of sight-­
testing, and that is "Optometrist". 
Following- upon repr�sentations made 
by the Association, I am going tc in­
vite the. Council to.. agree that in the 
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amendments proposed the word "Opti­
cian" should be changed to the word 
,;Optometris\." which, I have been in­
formed and am satisfied, will cover both 
branches of the profession. 

The reason for this legislation is
set out in the Objects and Reason$ of 
the Bill, and we shall be satisf!ed if 
these amendments are made, since ther 
al"e in accordance with a decision of 
the Medical Board. One of these 
amendments pl'ovide for the keeping 
of a Register of Opticians or Optem­
etrists, who must be persons qualified, 
and there is also the p1·ocedure for per­
sons entitled to practis/:!. Another 
amendment-clause 4-provides for the 
appointme1it by tha Governor of a duly 
registered optician to sit as an :.!deli· 
tional member of the Medical Eaard 
when the Board i.;; exe1·cising :my of 
its functions relating to opticians. Tht' 
Bill also provides a right of appe:i.1 to 
the Governor in Council in respect o::: a 
refusal of the Boal'd to register an ap­
plicant. There is !tlso provision for the 
Board, with the approval of the Gover­
nor· in Council, to remove the name of 
an optician from the Register in cer­
tain ch-cumstances and to enable the 
Board at its discretion to direct the rEs­
toration i.o the Re1rister of any naine so 
removeq. · Then there are the m:ual 
penalties provided fol' offences commit­
ted under the Bill. 

There was considerable umest at 
a certain stage of 1,he measure whe� op­
ticians felt that their representations 
were not being , considel'ed, btit their 
fe�ws were q_uite unjustified because 
the delay with the Bill was due to the 
fact that Government wanted to ,rive 
full effect to their representations. 
Those considerations have been given 
and the objections have been met. I 
am now in a position to say that the 
opticians arc almost unanimous in tll�ir 
acct>ptance of the proposed legislatio�. 

The Attorney General : I beg to 
second the motion. 

Mr. Speaker : Does any Member 
wish to discuss the principle of the Bill'! 
The question is that the Bill be read a 
second time. 

Question put; and agre�d to. 

Bill read a second time. 

Mr. Speaker : I accept YOU!" as-
surance that the principle of the Bill 
has been discussed with represental iyes 
of the profession, but I would lilrn to 
know whether the amendments you 
propose to mn.ke have also been brought 
to their notice. 

�fr. Cummings : These amend-
ments are the l'esult of representations 
made by members of the profess ion; 
they are agrel'd amendments. 

Mr. Speafoer : There are also Mem­
bers of the Council not present today 
who do not know of the proposed amend­
ments. Are you satisfied that th'=Y are 
not controversial'! 

Mr. Cummings: Your Honour will 
-see, when we come to deal wiih the 
amendments, that they a1•e merely con· 
sequential. l am �orry that I have to 
make them today, hut Wl' did not wiflh 
the Bill lo be held up for another month. 

Mr. Speaker : They do not affect 
the unanimitr received from those in­
terested? 

Mr. Cummings : No, Sil'. 

COUNCJL IN COMMITTEE 

Council resolved itself into Ct:m.­
mittee tu <:onsider the Jililt clan&e by 
dause. 

Clause 1.-Sho,-t title. 
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Mt·. Coneia : I would like to as], 
bhe hon. Member ;ll charge of th,3 Bill 
whether the word "optometrist" ,Yhich 
he proposes to substitute for the word 
"optician", appears in the lVh·clical .fou1·· 
J1al and covers both sections of th; 
profession? 

Mr. Cumming·s : I do not know 
whether this is the stage at which Uw 
hon. Member should ask that, bt;t if 
you wish, Sir, I can answer it 110·,1·. 

We are using the word the American:, 
use, which has been recognized ir: this 
country for some time, and all the cer­
tificates of rl'gistration describe t1102c 
practitioners as opiometrists. It w;:1,; 
suggested that th-, words "optical prac­
titioner" should be substitufrd, but tne 
Medical Board took objection on the 
ground that the public might be mis· 
led into brlieving that some of tho�e 
people were opthalmolog-ists·: Corn�e­
quently, the neutral word "oplomer.ri·,,ts'' 
was adopted, as it embraces clispensfoi;r 
and sight-testing. CI::tuse 3 (1) r,,fel';; 
to the definition of .an opticim1 a.3 be· 
ing: 

. "Any person who-
(a) is the holder of a certificate or

diploma which is recognised by
the Board as fu'rnishing a suffi­
cient guarantee that the holdeJ'
t h e r e o f is possessed of th�
requisite knowledge and skill
for the efficient practice of si�ht­
testing a!1d dispensing optical ,
prescriptions; and

(b) satisfies the Board that he is of
good morn.I cl1aract.er."

Mr. Gajraj : The hon. Member 
has read clause 5 of the Bill and not 
clause 3, as he said. 

Mr. Cummings : I am sorry; it 
was due to my lenses. (Laughter). I 
actually read clause 5 which is the rele­
vant clause. 

The Chai.rman: Is the hon. Mem­
ber, Mr. Correia, sutisfied with the ex· 
planation? 

Mr. Correia : 1 am afraid I will 
have to accept the explanation hy the 
hon. Member, but whether the word 
"optometrist" dueci cover both branches 
of the profession I have my doubts. 

Mr. Cummings : I move the dele­
tion of the word "Opticians" in clause 
1, and the substitution of the word 
'· Optometrists":. 

Clause 1, as amended, agreed to. 

Clause 2-Into;-pretation. 

Mr. Cummings : I mo,ve the dele­
tion of the word "optician" which ap· 
pr·an; in two places iu the second pni'a­
graph, and the substiiution therefol' of· 
the word "optometrist''. 

Clause 2, as amended, agreed to. 

Clause 3. -Opticians Register.
Schedule. 

Mr. Cummings: I move the dele­
tion of the word "opticians" in tlie 
clause and the marginal note, and the 
substitution of the word "optomelrist''. 

C'lause 3, as amended, a�reed to. 

Clause 4--Appoi11t1nent of · addi- · 
tional member of the Board.

lVIr. Cummings: I move the dele­
tion of the word "optician" in the first 
li1w of subclause (1) and the substi­
intion of the word "optometrist''. 

Clause 4, as amended ,  agreed to,. 

Clauses 5, G and 7 passed as print, 
e:d. 

Clause 8.--A7Jpeal. 

Mr. Cummings: I move tJhe dele­
tion of th<> word "optician" in the sec­
onrl line of clause 8 and the substitu­
tion of the ,Vord "optometrist".' 
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Clause 8, as amended, agreed to. 

Clause 9 passed as printed. 

Clause 10. - Removal frorn the 
Regfater. 

Mr. Cummings: I mo,ve the dele­
tion of the word "optician" appearjn11: 
in the first, fourth and ·;;ixth lines of 
clause 10, and the substitution of the 
word "optometrist". 

The Chairman: I observe that 
the clause refers to conviction for fel· 
ony, which involves a trial by a jury. 
What kind of offence by an optome· 
trist is contemplatE:d? 

Mr. Cummings : I do 11ot think 
this is intended to be in relation to the 
practice of his profession. One of the 
qualifications for registration _is Hiat 
he must b1· of good moral character. 

'l'he Chairman: The clause also 
provideR for removal from the reg-ister 
of a person "found io have been guilt�, 
of infamous conduc;t." What kind of con­
duct. is being aimed at ? 

Mr. Cummings; Practitioners will 
have to observl:! certain rules of P.thics, 
fi!imila1· to those 1"<.'lating to midwives. 
If they contravene those rules their 
conduct would be deemed infamoua, and 
they would be struck off the register. 
I admit that "infamous" is a rathenvide 
word but it will be limited by ethical 
regulations. 

The Chairman: I suppose that is 
why they ar.e to be represented on the 
Medical Board. 

Mr. Cummings: 
the reasons. It was 
the Association that 
their own Board. 

That is one of 
recommended by 

they should have 

Clause 10, as amended, ag1·eed to. 

Clauses 11 and 12 passed as printed. 

Clause 13 _ Offences. 

l\lr. Cummings: In sub-clause 
(1) (a), substitute the word "op­
tometrist'' for the word "optician", and
also in paragraph (e) of the same sub·
clause.

The Chairman: Does that affect 
the meaning? 

Mr. Cummings: No sir. In sub-
clat1se (3), paragraph (b), insert the 
words "otherwise than in accordance 
with t.he provision of a certificate 
is.sued by the Board under sub-section 
! 4 i of this section between the words 
"administers" and "any" in the second 
line. Paragraph ( b) would then read: 

''{b) without the supervision of a 
medical practitioner, administers 
otherwise than in .iccordance 
with the provision 0£ a ce!'ti­
ficate issued by the Board tmder 
sub-sect.ion (4) of this ..section 
any drug for the purpos'.! of 
paralysing the accommodation llf 
the eye or otherwise for facilitat­
ing the measurement of the 
powers o.f vision; or". 

In paragraph (cl) of  the rnnie 
subclause-

"(d) carries out or attempts to carry 
out any 1:xamination or treat­
ment outside the scope of practice 
of an optician,'' 

substitute tne worrl "optometrist'' for 
the word "optician" in the third line. 

Also, insert a new subclause, (4) 
reading as follows-

"( 4) The Board may, if satisfied that 
any person registered under the 
provisions of section 5, of this 
Ordinance, possesses a sufficient 
degree of skill for the efficient 
and safe administration of any 
drugs for any of the p11rposes 
specified in paragraph (b) of 
sub-<lection (3) of this section, 
issue a certificate to su·ch person 
authorising the use by such 
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[Mr. Cummings] 
person of such drugs as may be 
specified therein for any of the 
purposes set out in such c:erti .. 
ficate." 

Agt·eed ts.. 

Clause 1:.: pa�sed as amemlCLl. 

Clause 14 - Evidence nf carrying 
on tbe vmcticc of an <?JJtirian. 

l\1r. Cuniming-s: · Insert the wor�1s 
"or has used any drng for nny of the 
pur:po;;es specified in parag-ravh t L) 
of sub-section t3) of section 13 of this 
Ordinance'' between the words '·1.•r.1uili· 
brium" and "such ' in the fifth line, 
am! substitute the iVord "optometrist" 
for the word "opLit.:ian" in the last line. 

The Clause would ;:hen. he read: 
"Whe1·e it is proved that any p!!r.so!1 

has on any occasion used test :enses, 
spectacles or trial frames for the pur­
pose of .filting any other person with 
spectacles, or has used an cpthalmoscope, 
retinoscope or other apparatus which may 
be used to ineasure refraction, visual 
acuity or muscular equilil:il'iurr., or has 
µsed aµy drug for any of the p�trposes 
specified in pai-agr.iph (b) of sub-sectipn 
(3) of section 13 o( this Ordinance, .$UCh 

person shall be dee10ed to be carrying c,n
the btisiness of an optometrist.''

.. AgTeecl to. 

Clause 14 pas;;ed ns amended.

Clause 15 - H.11/es. 

Mr. Cummings: 1 n the Schedule, 
substitute the word "OPTOMETRISTS" 
for the word "OP'l'ICLANS". 

Agreed to .. 

Schedule passed as amended. 

Mr. Cummings: Amend the ·Long 
Title to read as foliows -

"An Ordinance to consolidate and am�nd 
the law relating to the regulation of the 
practice of sight te-;ting and fer puTpo�e.s 
co111n.ected thertewi.th." 

Agreed to. 

Title and enacting clause passed as 
amended. 

Mr. Cummings: As regard item 
1 on t.he· list of amendments, ther� is 
110 need to alter the word "optfci-an'' 
because I am infor111ed that the 
'arrangement of sections' h, not part af 
the Bill. 

The Attorney General: The Com­
missioner who revised the laws has put 
this arrangement· of sections intfJ the 
revised laws, and so we are also put­
ting it in on all occasions to be con­
sistent. 

Council resumed. 

Mr. Cummings: I beg to -move 
that tbis Bill be read a third time and 
pa:;:sed. 

Mr. Cummings:" .Suustitute the 
wol'd "optometrists" fot· the word The Attorney General: I beg to 
''opticians" in the foul'th line. second the motion. 

Agreed to. Question put, and agreed to. 

Clause 15 pa�sed as nmenclecl. Bill read a third time and passed. 
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Mr. Speaker: I wouJ.d just like 
to say something about the cost of 
these optical instruments: I under­
stand that they cost more to purchasers 
in Britfah Gn,iana than they do in 
othel' British Colonies. I think one 
reason is that the lenses come from 
neighbouring America. 

Mr. Cummings: We can make in­
quiries into the matter. 

The Chief Secretary: S.ir, I think 
we can meet ne�t week. 

Mr. Cummings : I want to men­
tion that if J am here next Thursday 
I wo1ild lik,e to fake the second read­
ing of the !'ha 1-macy and Poisons Bill. 

Mr. Speaker ; It will be put on 
the Onler Pa.per. Council is adjourned 
until 'l'hursday, 28th June next, 2.t '.! 
p.m.




