239 Memdbers Present

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Friday, 12th November, 1957.

The Council met at 10.30 a.m. pursuant
to adjournment, His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government, Mr.
E. J. WapbpingTON, C.M.G., O.B.E., Presi-
dent, in the Chair.

PRESENT.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
(Acting) (Major W. Bain Gray, C.B.E.).

The Hon. the Attorney-General, (Mr.
J. H. B. Nihill, K.C., M.C.).

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of
Agriculture.

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon. E. F. McDavid,
Colonial Treasurer.

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E., (George-
town North).

M.B.E.,

The Hon. W. A. D’Andrade, Comp-
troller of Customs.

The Hon. J. I
Demerara).

The Hon. M. B. Laing, District Com-
missioner, Kast Demerara.

De Aguiar (Central

The Hon. G. O. Case, Director of Public
Works and Sea Defences.

The Hon. B. N. V. Wagse-Bailey, Sur-
geon General (Acting). .

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of
Education (Acting)

The Hon. H. P. Christiani, M.B.E.,
Commissioner of Lands and Mines.

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E.
(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E. (George-
town South).

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Demer-
ara-Essequebo).
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The Hon.
Berbice).

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated
Unoflicial Member).

Peer Bacchus, (Western

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys (Eastern
Demerara).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western
District).

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara River).

The Hon. S. H. Seymour (Western
Essequebo).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated
Unotlicial Member).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequebo River).

The Hon. W. 8. Jones (Nominated
Unofliciul Member).

MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 11th November, as
printed and circulated, were confirmed.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

EstimaTes, 1938.

The Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee and resumed consideration of the
Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed
from revenue for the year ending 3lst
December, 1938,

Fire PROTECTION.

Item 25—Additional fire equipment,
etc., for public institutions, $850.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Major
Bain Gray): 1 move that this item be
increased to $1,100 in view of the transfer
of provision under the Public Works
estimates.

Item as amended put, and agreed to.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move the insertion of a new item, 26—
Hospital buildings—Fire Escapes—$5,720.
It is a re-vote of provision made during
1937. The amount has not been expended
owing to difficulty in obtaining a particu-
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lar type of fire escape needed for the
hospital.

Ttem put, and agreed to.

Forust DrpanTMENT,

Mr. ELEAZAR: This is onc of the
luxury departments of Government, and I
regret that there is not much time to dis-
cuss it at any length to-day. This is a
department which was never wanted ) it
was forced upon this Council at the very
inception, and it has continued to grow
and to absorb work that did not belong to
any Government department before—such
things like making boards and curing tim-
ber. We do not want a Forest Station,
because our forests will never be
exhausted. Government starts experi-
ments, and when they fail it tries to bols
ter them up just as alie has to be bolstered
up. The Department will never be of any
material use to the Colony unless I get
“my $96,000,000. (laughter). Then we would
have some use for some of its oflicers, but
not for the Department. We must first
get out some of the timbers we have before
we begin to think of reafforestation. I
have made those remarks just to mark my
disapproval. I will move the deletion of
the items as they come up.

Item (h)—1 Assistant Messenger ($180
to $240 by $12), $186.

Mr. ELEAZAR : This item appears for
the first time, yet T see a note ‘Normal
increment.” I would like some explana-
tion.

Tane CHAIRMAN: ,The item has
alveady been passed, but the hon. member
will be given the information he asks for.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
messenger started to work in the middle
of the year and will therefore be eligible
for an increment in the middle of next
year.

Mr. Mc DAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
Provision was made for the messenger in
supplementary estimate for this year,
which was passed some time ago in this
Council.

Mr. ELEAZAR: We have two explana-
tions.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
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are not two explanations. The explana-
tion is that the messenger was appointed
on the 1st of July this year, and provision
in respect of this year has been made in
supplementary estimate. That is what
the Colonial Treasurer added to what I
said. With regard to this estimate the
messenger is provided for for the whole of
1938. Having worked fromthe 1st of July,
1937, he will on the 1st of July, 1938, be
eligible for an increment.

Item (i)—House allowance, Conserva-
tor, $720.

Mr. LEE: I am asking the Council to
delete this item. I do not see the neces-
sity for the Conservator of Forests to be
in Georgetown. He should be stationed
at the headquarters of his Department
which was originally intended to be at
Mazaruni, where all the experiments will
be carried on. Furthermore, he can have
a free house at Mazaruni. If the Conser-
vator is required to be in Georgetown
only to look after the measurement of
timber in connection with the export
trade, the new oflicer can assume that
duty.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am supporting the
deletion of the item, but not for the same
reason.

Tae CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
need not move the deletion of the item ;
he can vote against it.

Mr. ELEAZAR: When the Conserva-
tor of Forests*was engaged it was never
understood that he was entitled to a house
allowance or a free house. While he was
in the post somebody conceived the idea
of making the Mazaruni settlement, which
is a pleasynt health resort, the headyuar-
ters of the Forest Department. Govern-
ment happened to have vacant houses
there, and he was allowed to occupy one
of them. Now that Government realises
it was a mistake to remove the prisoners
from Mazaruni to Georgetown, and has
conceived the idea of removing the Forest
Department back to Georgetown, the Con-
servator must therefore either get a free
house in Georgetown or a house allowance.
There was no agreement on the part of
Government to give him a house allowance.’

I do not make statements which I cannot
substantiat 'he officer is one of the best
paid in le Service ; he gets $600 per
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month to plant greenheart which we will
not want for two centuries. I fail to see
any house allowances for officers of the
Department of Lands and Mines. I pro-
test against a house allowance being given
to people who are handsomely paid for
doing little or nothing.

Mr. WOOLFORD : The hon. member
often remarks that Government’s explana-
tions are incorrect. 1 hope he will not
say that about mine.

Mr. JACOB: T cannot hear you.

Mr. WOOLFORD: I ask the hon.
member not to emulate the Press by
imagining that I am inaudible. I have
been a member of the Forest Trut since
its inception. The otficer in question was
seconded from the service of the Indian
Government, and one of the terms of his
appointment was that be should receive a
house allowance. That house allowance
forms part of his emoluments, and I recall
quitewell that whenhe arrived here the only
house he could obtain was one at a rental
which was higher than was being paid by
most tenants, The fact remains that he
is entitled to a house allowance. The
fact that the Department was transferred
to Mazaruni is only an incident. When
he was there he enjoyed a free house, and
I have no doubt that the Colony was
relieved of the expenditure in regard to
that. That is a matter of accounting, but
on his re-transfer to Georgetown he is
entitled to receive a house allowance.
The fact that he draws a high pay is
perhaps unfortunate, and there was a big
debate on that. 1 have only risen to con-
vince the hon. member that this matter
has been debated in Council over and over
again. From the explanatory note
opposite the item it appears that a house
allowance is part of the officer’s emolu-
ments, and it is a matter of surprise to
me that two hon. members, both lawyers,
should have so far neglected their obliga-
tion to read their brief as to make
remarks thut Government is not justified
in giving the oflicer a house allowance.

My, LEE: Perhaps the hon. member
did not hear my remarks. I said that the
* Departiment was at Mazaruni where the

Conservator got a free hou‘, andsthat |

saw no reason why the Depi rould
be re-transferved to Georgéiy
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Mr. ELEAZAR: The fact that it is
stated in the explanatory note is not
evidence. I was here when the officer
was appointed and I do not think that
a house allowance was agreed to by
this Council. I want the evidence.
His appointment itself was questioned.
Many things are done without the
knowledge of this Council. Other Gov-
ernment officers who are wanted and
cannot be done without live in houses too.
If a house allowance was ever provided for
it was wrongly done, and there is no reason
why we should carry on a wrong.

Mr. JACOB: I am wondering whether
the amount is not too high. Is there any
rule ?

Tue CHAIRMAN : Hon. members will
accept an assurance from me, coupled
with the assurance of the hon. member for
New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford), that it is
part of the oflicer’s emoluments, and that
theamount on the estimate was the amount
stipulated for bis house allowance at the
time he accepted the appointment.

Mr. WOOLFORD : In the hope that
this discussion may not arise again I may
remind the hon. member for Berbice River
(Mvr. Eleazar) that it was a circumstance
attendant upon this officer’s appointment,
that Mr., Amery, in his well-known
despatch in 1928, made special reference
to it. He expressed his regret that an
officer of Mr. Wood’s attainments might
have to return to India without this
Colony getting the benefit of his services.
It was part and parcel of his emoluments
that he should get a house allowance be-
cause, presumably, he got it in India. I
am sure the hon. member has heard that .
explanation before to-day. I do not think
the hon. member realises that in cases where
there is a house allowance, only the amount
paid in respect of the tenancy of the house
is given. If $60 is the house allow-
ance and the officer secures a house at $50
that sum only is payable. That explana-
tion bas been given before. In this case
the ofticer arrived in this Colony under
certain conditions, and he is entitled to
receive a houce allowance.

Tir COLONIAL SECRETARY : T am
afraid the hon. member for New Amster-
dam (Mr. WOOLFORD) was not quite
agcurate in the last purt of his- remarks.
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The ofticer gets a fixed sum as a house
allowance.

Mr. WOOLFORD : I daresay this was
a special case, but my memory is a good
one, and I can recall many cases—I
remember the first case in which it
occurred was the Fire Brigade—in which
Government told this Council that in the
matter of house allowances only the sum
paid by the tenant in respect of the ten-
ancy is allowed an oflicer. It happened in
the case of a Fire Brigade oflicer.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
case referred to by the hon. member was
really abnormal. It appears occasionally
only fair that Government should pay the
rent of an ofticer. That is not a case of
house allowance, which is a fixed sum paid
irrespective of the rent paid by the
ofticer.

Mr. ELEAZAR: As T havealways said,
this ofticer is one of the ablest ofticers of
Government for general purposes, but he
is being wasted and spoiled where he is
not wanted. If the deletion of the house
allowanee of $720 is going to cause us to
lose him, let him go. I am going to vote
against it.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Estimate for 1927 definitely includes this
item— House allowance, $720—and it was
also voted in 1926, which was the first
complete year. It was quite definitely in
existence before the Forest Department
went to Mazaruni.

Mr. LEE: If the Colonial Secretary
reads the explanatory note in the 1927
Estimate he will see that the headquar-
ters of the Forest Department were at
Mazaruni in 1927.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
is no possibility of the Forest Depart-
ment being at Mazaruni in 1927. Tt was
somewhere about 1931 that the Depart-
ment was removed to Mazaruni.

Mr. LEE: The 1927 Estimate shows
that it was at Mazaruni then.

Mr. F. J. SEAFORD : It seems extra-
ordinary that a member can get up and
make a statement like that in this Coun-
cil, the matter having been debuted year
after year, My views are well known, and
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I do not propose to flog a dead horse any
more. 'These experiments have been
going on for the last two years at
Mazaruni in regard to the drying and
seasoning of timber. I think the hon.
member will remember that it came out
in Select Committee that that work is
going to be carried out in Georgetown. I
have no faith at all in planting areas of
greenheart, but what we hope for is the
development of an export trade, and that
is where our difficulty lies in getting
proper timber away. The Conservator’s
presence is therefore required in George-
town at the present moment.

Mr. LEE: T recall what was said in
Select Committee, but my contention still
holds, that if we are spending a large sum
of money on this Department the most
highly paid technical officers should look
after the experiments, which I understand
are still being carried on at the Mazaruni
Station. It is only a question of marking
timber and carrying out the regulations
with regard to the timber export trade
that is being done in Georgetown, and
there is an oflicer coming out who will be
able to look after that. T admit that Mr.
Wood is a good oflicer and a good sales-
man.

Mr. JACOB : T cannot follow the ques-
tion of house allowances. Am1I to under-
stand that the ofticer can receive $720 and
pay whatever he likes for a house, or is he
supposed to pay the amount he receives ?
If he is supposed to pay the amount he re-
ceives then I have no objection,but 1 do
think that at present a suitable house can
be rented for less than $60 per month. If
the officer is going to make a profit on it
I do not think it is fair to the taxpayers.
It is true that $720 was voted on the 1928
Estimate.

Tae CHAIRMAN : The amount of
$720, as hon. members have been already
informed, was the amount stipulated in
the terms of service when the officer was
appointed. He was appointed at such a
salary and £150 house allowance, a
definite sum on which he accepted the
appointment. If he is given a free house
he, of “course, would not draw a house
allowance.

Item put, and agreed to.

Item 1l—Forest improvement opera-
tions, $3,000,
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Mr. ELEAZAR : But for one recalci-
trant member, the entire estimates of this
luxury Department would have been
thrown out on the last occasion. The
explanatory note states : —

‘¢ As strongly recommended by Major
Oliphant. Provision required to carry out
operations on worked-out greenheart forest

which will result in the forest growing back
into high quality greenheart.”

Why should a colony which cannot pay
schoolmasters, policemen and Post Oftice
messengers proper salaries, plant green-
heart for use 100 years hence? Major
Oliphant, whom I met in this chamber, is
an expert in the marketing of timber; I
do not know that he is an expert in the
growing of greenheart. I understand that
British Guiana has a monopoly of green-
heart which, I understand, grows nowhere
else. If that is the case I cannot under-
stand how Major Oliphant can be an
authority on the planting of greenheart
when he has never been farther than
Georgetown, as far as I am aware. Per-
haps he went as far as Mazaruni, and has
left something behind for us to remember
him.

Mr. De AGUIAR: I am not quite clear
as to the reason for the opposition to this
item. If the hon. member has accepted
the view that the Forest Department
should remain with us, then I cannot
understand the reason for opposing this
particular item. The object of this item
is to conserve our greenheart resources—
not to benefit those of us who are alive
to-day, but posterity—and T am sure the
hon. member would like to look ahead.
In addition, this money will be paid out
to people in this Colony; in other words
a certain amount of employment will be
created. Iam quite prepared to support the
item. In the past my complaint has been
against the top-heavy expenditure of the
Department above the line, compared with
the small amount of money spent below
the line, and I still maintain that position.
I consider that too much money is spent
on the overhead charges of the Depart-
ment.

Mr. ELEAZAR : I cannot allow hon.
members to bluff me as they try to do. T
am stating as a fact that greenheart will
not wature in less than 100 years. In my
opinion no man is an expert in anything
of which he has no practical knowledge.
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Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member has forgotten that the recom-
mendation with regard to the restoration
of this area is an economic one. The
point is that the available supply of green-
heart is being seriously depleted by the
export of greenheart that has been going
on for some time. Your Excellency
referred to the general increase of timber
exports, and we have reached the point
where it is essential, from an economic
point of view, to establish a policy of
restoration for the greenheart areas which
are the most important part of our timber
exports. I am not an expertin forestry,
and I cannot remember the exact period,
but my impression is that the period of re-
growth is not more than 40 years instead
of 100 years, and 40 years is not a long
period in the history of a colony. It is
essential that we should start tv restore
those areas which are so important to the
forest industries, and with the shrinkage
of other great industries of the Colony it
is essential that every other subsidiary
industry should have the greatest possible
support from the Council.

Mr. ELEAZAR : Mr. Wood in his esti-
mate of our forests told us that we have a
certain area from which 35 million dollars’
worth of greenheart has yet to be taken

out. We are arked to plant more to grow
up in 40 years’ time. I have nothing more
to say.

Mr. LEE : I submit that the Essequebo
river is the district where these experi-
ments should be carried on, and unless the
technical oflicers of the Department are
stationed at Mazaruni there will be more
expenditure on travelling and subsistence
allowances.

Mr. SEYMOUR: I am not opposing
the item, but I strongly emphasise again
the lack of continuity of policy. During
the last few years a large amount of money
has been speut in building houses and
furnishing palatial dwellings for the staff
of the Forest Department at Mazaruni.
To-day they are to be abandoned at some-
body’s whim and fancy, and so it will
go on indefinitely. I understood at the
very inception of the Department that re-
aflorestation was part of the programme.
I do impress upon Government the neces-
sity of having something definite—a five
or ten-year plan, and not a five-day plan.
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I hope when I come with my little side-
issue Government will support me whole-
heartedly.

Item put, and agreed to.

INDUSTRIAL ScmooL.

Trr COLONIAIL SECRETARY: I
move the insertion of a new item—(a)—
Head Master ($2,160 by $120 to $2,640),
$2,160. It is the desire of Government
to appoint a head master for this institu-
tion from the service at Home which deals
with institutions of this kind. The organ-
isation and conduct of this institution is
a most difficult problem. In fact, among
the many difficult problems, I think it is
amongst the first half dozen, especially

those which affect the young people
amongst our population. It is essential,
in the opinion of Government, that a

thoroughly experienced and qualified head
master should be appointed to take charge
of this school, and proposals have there-
fore been submitted, following the recent
visit of Mr. Patterson, that we should
obtain the services of a head master from
the Heme department which deals with
institutions of this kind. He will be
seconded for service for three or five
years, and will take charge of the institu-
tion and put it on what we hope will be a
satisfactory and permanent basis. The
rest of the staff will continue as at pres-
ent, but it is anticipated, of course, that
some important re-organisation may be
necessary when he has come and has had
time to study local conditions and the
class of boy who is unfortunate enough to
be sent there for a period.

Mr. SEYMOUR: I observe that the
number of boys at Onderneeming has been
steadily declining. I would like to know
whether it is due to improved morality in
Georgetown and elsewhere. I agree that
there should be a responsible officer in
charge of the institution, but what is its
future policy ? Is it proposed that there
will be a larger number of boys from
other sources, boys whose parents
have not the wherewithal to support
them? If that is the case I can see
some future for the institution, but it does
not rest even there. There has been no
policy at Onderveeming ; the tendency has
been one of drift. I have seen the hoys
feeding pigs and cutting grass instead of
being educated for future life. Unleys
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some plan is adopted for the education of
those lads, and followed up by some
definite policy of settlement on the land
or in some other direction, it is a waste of
money. The institution is not
out boys who can go into the w
earn their own living. I presum
ofticer will live in the house now oce
by the District Commissioner.

Mr. LEE : T am rather surprised that
no mention was made of this item before
to-day. Perbaps I was not present in
Select Committee when it was mentioned.

Tueg CHAIRMAN : I think that is the

case.

Mr. LEE: Is Government going to
saddle the taxpayers with a pensionable
offtice ?

Tae CHATRMAN : I think I may in-
form the hon. member that the officer will
be seconded from the Home service, as
has been already explained by the Colonial
Secretary.

Mr. LEE: I am glad to hear that be-
cause, if the experiment is not successful,
he would be sent back. The house for
this gentleman is now occupied by the
District Commissioner. Government will
therefore have to build a house for the
Commissioner.

Mr. ELEAZALR : Everybody comes to
this Colony and makes a suggestion, no
matter how hair-brained, and Government
piles something more on the back of its
hobby horse, the taxpayer. Mr. 8. H.
Bayley had the institution in apple-pie
condition, and taught the boys animal
husbandry. Where is the farm now?
That oflicer was removed and the institu-
tion was converted into a sort of prepara-
tory school to train boys for Muzaruni.
At every session of the Supreme Court
some boy from Onderneeming is charged
with some crime. That is the place we
call a reformatory.

Mr. De AGUIAR: I think it is well
known that within recent years all has
not been well with this institution, and I
think I am right in saying that one of our
recent Governors was very shocked, and
perhaps ulavmed at the conditious that
were existing there. While T am quite
prepared to support this appointment as a
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trial—I understand it is going to be on
trial for two years and there will be no
question of pensionable emoluments to the
post, at least not for the present—I
like to know whether Government
position to state that there is
ty at Onderneeming for the boys
e properly trained. 1 think I am
right in saying that there is every oppor-
tunity to be afforded those boys. First
of all they are very unfortunate to be
there, but having got there it is the duty
of Government to see that after their dis-
charge they become respectable citizens.

Mr. KING: T feel that this is a pro-
posal by Government which should be
considered by the Council in a more
favourable light than has been done by
the hon. member for Berbice River (Mr.
Fleazar). Here is a conscientious attempt
hy Government to improve the boy who is
sent to Onderneeming, by the appoint-
ment of someone qualified to look after
boys of that type. Nobody can ignore
the fact that in this Colony there is no
one particularly trained in that particular
branch of work, and I do feel that when
Government makes a real honest endeavour
to improve what we all admit is not a

very happy condition of things at the
Onderneeming School, members should
view the proposal in a proper light. Per-

sonally I do not believe that figures will
show that boys from Onderneeming
become hardened criminals because of
their association with that institution. I
should regret to think that is so. It is
difficult to train young men, but one must
do one’s utmost to help the boy who is
inclined towards criminality to redeem
himself. 1 support Government most
whole-heartedly, feeling sure that with the
help of someone particularly trained in
that direction some good will result for
the boys who are turned out from Onder-
neeming.

Mr. LEE : The last speaker’s namesake,
Mr. King, when he was Superintendent at
Onderneeming, so raised the standard of
the boys that they even went on parole for
a week or a fortnight each year, and they
returned and became useful citizens. But
what happened ? Because Mr. King had
reached the retiring age he was compelled
to retire and the institution went to
naught. It was said that the institution
was not paying its way, and now Govern-
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ment proposes to engage someone who
does not know local conditions.

Tae CHAIRMAN : I think hon. mem-
bers will agree that the proper conduct of
a school for juvenile delinquents is a very
important matter for the future of this
Colony. Hon. members have referred to
the unfortunate results in some respects
of the present school, and 1 must admit
that I have been considerably concerned
to notice that many of the boys have not
shown imprevement after leaving the
school. It isfor that reason that Govern-
ment wishes to do all it can to improve
the position. Hon. members have referred
to the training that boys will get there.
It is important that they are getting some
training in trades in order to help them
after leaving sghool, but far more impor-
tant still is that they should have moral
training while they are there, and the per-
son who is to give that moral training must
himself have a bent in that direction. Inmy
opinion no one can make himself etficient to
look after the Industrial School unless he
has at heart the desire to do so, and it is
for that reason that Government is mak-
ing an endeavour to get an oflicer of the
right type to start the school on a proper
basis.

Item put, and agreed to.

Tne COLONTIAL SECRETARY: I
move the insertion of a new item, 14—
Passage, $216.

Item put, and agreed to.

L.ANDS AND MINES DEPARTMENT.

Mr. LEE: I would like to draw Govern-
ment’s attention to certain questions I
asked in this Council, and ask that they
be seriously considered. I suggested to
Government that as gold and timber are
getting high prices, some extra taxation
should be imposed on those industries with
a view to improving the road to Kaieteur
in order to attract tourists to the Colony.

Tee CHAIRMAN : I am afraid I can-
not allow the hon. member to advocate the
building of a road to the interior under
this head.

Mr. LEE: It is through the Depart-
ment of Lands and Mines that any
improvement in the interior is made, and
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I submit that I am right in suggesting
improvement under this head.

Apart from that I also asked certain ques-
tions in connection with balata concessions,
which have been answered by Government.
I am seriously asking Government to re-
consider its decision, and in order to do
so I must state the facts. Certain poor
people who were employed by Messrs.
Garnett & Co. as foremen and labourers
found out that the company had not paid
for certain balata concessions, and they
came to Georgetown and paid for those
concessions. They also discovered that
the company had not paid for other con-
cessions and they applied for those
concessions. Government had not then
imposed any restrictions in respect of
those concessions. Messrs., Garnett & Co.
opposed the granting of those concessions
although they had been paid for by the
men and advertised by Government. The
result is that Government has not granted
the concessions to the men because it is
afraid that they would so work the con-
cessions, as to reduce the value of balata.
They are poor men who are backed by =»
certain gentleman in this City who is
sufficiently experienced in commerce to be
able to protect himself and see that the
men are protected. Messrs. Garnett &
Co. were ina way trying to get the better
of this Government by not paying for
those concessions, and the men seized the
opportunity.

Mr. ELEAZAR: It is seldom that I
see eye-to-eve with the hon. member who
has just spoken. I know this matter so
well that it is only fair that I should say
that this time he is right. (laughter).
Those concessions had been abandoned by
the company that held them, and the
workmen enquired at the Department of
Lands and Mines and were told they could
have them. They prospected and paid
for the concessions, but when they were
advertised somebody opposed, and forth-
with the men were told they could not
have the lands any more. These men lost
all they had provided for the expedition.
A small man can afford to sell his balata
at the current rates, but a company has
overhead expenses which inust be covered.
I tried to persuade Government on the
men’s behalf, but it was a hopeless case.
The middle man controlled the situation,
and Government assists a thing of that
kind.
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Mr. JACOB: I would like to enquire
by what authority Government has acted
with the idea of limiting the producfion
of balata? Tt is a very serious matter
which opens up several questions. I,
seriously urge Government not to restrict:
the production of balata, especially when
there is so much unemployment. 1t does
not look well at all that Government
should take up such an attitude.

Mr. F. J. SEAFORD: I am not clear
about what was meant by the hon. member
for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) when he
said Government was afraid that the men
would so work the concessions as to
reduce the price of balata.

Mr. LEE: The answer to my question
reads :—

In view of the depressed state of the balata
indusbry and the possibility of a collapse entail-
ing the abandonment of operations in the
Colony, it was considered essential that steps
that were being taken to eftect improvement by
limiting production should not be fruscrated by
any sudden increase in output. It was there-
fore decided that no further concessions should
be issued for the present.

Mr. SEAFORD: I quite appreciate
that ; T have it in front of me. I did not
ask that it be read. I want to know the
meaning of what the hon. member said.

Mr. LEE : On approaching Government
T was told that restriction was necessary
in order that the price of balata should
be kept stable and not be reduced. I
know that those foremen and labourers
were being backed by a respectable gentle-
man in this community, and T feel certain
that that gentleman would not have per-
mitted balata to be sold under the price it
was being sold at by Messrs Garnett & Co.

Mr. SEAFORD : If Government fecels,
or has information that we have not got,
that by allowing the unrestricted bleeding
and shipment of balata it would so affect
the industry as to cause its collapse I
think it is perfectly justified in taking the
steps it has. If it did not do so those
people who are now employed in bleeding
balata would be thrown out of work, and
instead of assisting employment it would
create unemployment. I do not know that
Government had to make a law before it
could take such a step. I think Govern-
ment has the power to grant concessions
as it thinks fit.
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Mr. ELEAZAR : I do not like the idea
of other people getting up and defending
Government. This is an indefensible case.
Messrs. Garnett & Co. want higher prices
than the ordinary labourers would want.
 After the men had provided for their
expedition Government said they could not
have the concessions. The men were
thrown out of work because tlie price of
balata could not pay the company.

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. member
referred to me as defending the Govern-
ment. I can assure him that Government
is quite capable of defending itself. I am
entitled to express my views in this Coun-
cil whether the hon. members likes them
or not, and I shall always do so, either for
or against the Government.

Mr. LEE: No one challenges the hon.
mewmber’s right to express his views, but
we say we have put before the Council a
case to which there is no defence, and that
is what my friend is trying to point out.
We say that in this case Government has
created hardship and unemployment, and
we have fulfilled our duty.

Mr. WOOLFORD : T think it affects
the whole policy of the Lands and Mines
Department in regard to licences. A
balata licence is granted under the Crown
Lands Regulations, and claim licences
under the Mining Ordinance and Regula-
tions. In every case where lands, previ-
ously held by a licensee, are abandoned
there is no final notification of the fact
given in as a rule. It applies, I know, in
cases of exclusive permission, but in the
case of ordinarvy claims held under mining
licence and balata licence, no final notice
that the land is open to location is given,
but in practice one goes to the Department
and makes an application. - I have very
little doubt that in this case application
was made for a balata licence to be granted
in respect of these concessions that had
beeu previously held by other conces-
sionaires who had given them up. Balata
being a seasonable product, I think the
people who applied to be given those
licences, if they did apply, were entitled
to think they would be granted them, and
in organising their expedition to bleed
balata they have incurred a considerable
amount of expense and counsiderable loss.
for licences

Application is usually
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refused on the ground that the land either
is previously located or is open to location
for certain reasons, as in the case of gold
licences. It has not hitherto been given
as a reason why a particular licence to
exploit balata in a particular area will not
be granted, that it is the wish of Govern-
ment to restrict output. Whatever may
be the policy of Government I agree that
it is good policy at the present moment
in regard to balata licences, but in this
particular case I think the men’s claim for
consideration is apparent. It affects the
labouring classes in this Colony. The
ordinary balata bleeder is usually given
an advance of provisions and a certain
amount of mouney before he goes into the
interior, and if he bleeds sufficient balata
he is paid so much per lb. by the person
or firm who advanced him. In this par-
ticular case both the financier and the
labourers have suffered considerably, be-
cause the bleeders have been unable to
pay for the provisions. Therefore, if
those men come forward with some claim
for consideration, I have no douht that
Government will give it favourable con-
sideration. The whole policy of Govern-
ment in regard to the issue of these
licences is at present under consideration,
and there are many who think it ought to
be altered.

Mr. CHRISTIANI (Commissioner of
Lands and Mines): I do not think I can
add very much information to what has
been given, but it is well known that for
msny years the balata industry has been
in a very bad condition—in fact practi-
cally threatened with extinction. As the
result of that there was a meeting of the
principal producers and Government, at
which it was agreed that production
should be restricted for some years -in
order to remedy the situation. Certain
firms also voluntarily gave up a number
of licences in respect of lands which at
that time were partially worked out. It
would be obviously unfair, after a firm
had voluntarily given up its licences and
after a voluntary agreement had been
reached to restrict the output of balata,
that one of the former employees of a
company should be permitted to take
advantage of the knowledge gained during
his employment and be given one of the
licences voluntarily surrendered by the
company. As regards the power of the
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Government to refuse licences, I think the
Governor has power to refuse any licence.

Mr. LEE : No one denies the power of
Government to refuse a licence, because
they are Cruwn Lands, but as farasI
know no restrictions were made until
those people had actually paid their money.
One licence was actually advertised in the
Gazetts.

Mr. ELEAZAR: Government can do
no wrong because it has power to do any-
thing, but Government must not try to
make a wrong right. Government has
made a secret bargain with some people to
throw other people out of employment,
and when those people ban themselves
together to secure employment Govern-
ment says *“ No.”

Mr. JACOB : I would like to press the
point that it has not been stated here by
what authority Government acted in limit-
ing the production of balata. It has been
said by the Commissioner of Lands and
Mines that a conference was held between
Government and those interested in the
industry, and on the decision at that con-
ference Government acted. It is mani-
festly unfair for Government to act on
private advice. My contention is that a
matter of that kind should have been dis-
cussed in this Council and authority given
Government to limit the production of
balata as has been suggested. I see two
Government advocates, members of the
Executive Council and elected members
too, defending the policy of Government
in a matter that is manifestly unfair to
the people they are supposed to represent.
My position here is to represent the
people of this Colony. I consider every
elected member has the same prerogative
to represent the people. Government has
its advocates, but certain elected members
get up every time and support Govern-
ment in matters that are manifestly unfair,
if not illegal.

Mr. F. J. SEAFORD: To a point of
order. Has that anything to do with this
vote ?

Tae CHATRMAN: The hon. member
asked what authority Government had for
its action in restricting the output of
balata. The only action Government has
taken is to refuse to issue any further
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licences for balata. With regard to the
remarks made by the hon. member for
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) when he
suggested that Government had made a
secret bargain, I can assure him that those
concessions were given up, and Govern-
ment thereupon decided to issue no more
for the time being, either to that party or
to any other party.

Mr. LEE: If those -concessions are
ever thrown open by Government, these
men who applied and paid their money
should be given preference.

Law OFFICERS.

Item (b)—Assistant Attorney-General,
$4,080.

Mr. JACOB: I would like to know
whether it is now the accepted policy of
Government that no Law Officers of the
Crown will ever be allowed private prac-
tice?

Ter ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr.
Nihill): That will be the position next
year. No permanent holder of the post
of Law Otfficer of the Crown will be
entitled to do any private practice at all.

Mr. JACOB: All legal officers of the
Crown, not necessarily Law Officers.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do
not think I can take my answer any
further. I said that no permanent holder
of one of the offices in my Department will
next year be entitled to any private prac-
tice.

Mr. JACOB: I would like it to be
extended a little further. It should not
necessarily apply to officers of this Depart-
ment but to all legal officers of the
Crown.

Tay CHAIRMAN : Perhaps the hon.
member will raise the point when we come
to the relative Department.

Item put, and agreed to.

MAGISTRATES.

Mr. LEE: The hon. member for North
Western District (Mr. Jacob) asked cer-
tain questions with respect to the transfer
of Magistrates. I have been practising in
the Magistrates’ Courts for the past 19
years and I can speak with authority. In
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the interest of the administration of justice
in this Colony I suggest that all Magis-
trates should be transferred every four
years. In the first year Magistrates get
to know the people in their district, the
second year they make friends, the third
year they become bosom friends, and in
the fourth year the acdministration of
justice varies. I can cite cases where
these things have occurred. It is only
natural.

Tre CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
has a very poor opinion of human nature.

Mr. LEE : Yes, I do, therefore we have
to protect the servants of the Crown. It
would not be inconvenient to the Govern-
ment if Magistrates were transferred every
four years, because they take leave every
four years. I do not like to cite cases,
but I have them in a black book. I have
the jackets of cases in which injustices
have occurred on account of the per-
manency of a Magistrate in a district. It
is a joke among practitioners that a cer-
tain Magistrate, who is not qualified, asked
a practitioner whether there was a book
on objections, as he desired to purchase
one. That is how justice is being
administered in this Colony. Unqualified
men should not be appointed as Magis-
trates.

Mr. GONSALVES: I do not know
whether we need a book on objections, but
it may be one of another kind. It is well
known that a few years ago there were
acting appointments for an indefinite
period. A vacancy has just arisen by the
promotion of one Magistrate to another
colony, and I have risen to express the
sincere hope that she practice of keeping
one man acting for an indefinite period
will not occur again. If Government is
satisfied with those Magistrates who have
acted before—and the Attorney-General
is best able to speak on that point—I
think it is the duty of Government to see
that vacancies are not left unfilled for an
indefinite period.

As regards the point made by the hon.
member about shifting Magistrates from
one district to another, T do not know on
what ground he based his request. He
has given some reasons which perhaps
should not have been put in the way he
did. As far as my recollection goes, with-
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in recent years Magistrates have been
shifted about quite frequently, and I can
only think of one Magistrate who has
been in one district for a long period, and
that is the Magistrate on the Essequebo
Coast, but that Magistrate should not be
regarded as having been permanently in
the Service. Taken altogether, I do not
think it can be said that Magistrates have
been kept for any lengthy period in any
particular district. I say nothing further,
except to agree with Your Excellency’s
remark about human nature, and to add
that to legal members of the Council it
was astonishing to hear a statement of
that kind made as regards members of the
legal profession.

Mr. KING: As a lawyer of perhaps
even longer standing than the hon. mem-
ber for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) I desire
to protest most vehemently against the
unfair, and what I consider unwarranted
attack on those who administer justice in
this Colony. The Magistrates are not
here to defend themselves, and I hope it
will not be thought by those outside of
the Council that other members agree
with the hon. member in his suggestion
that the administration of justice in this
Colony is perverted by men of such a
low type of intelligence who are willing
to allow their personal friendship to sway
them in the duty they have sworn to per-
form. It is something which I hope no
one will believe members of the Council
capable of. I was surprised and shocked
to hear the remarks made by the hon.
member. I have been associated with
Magistrates and Judges in this Colony for
a considerable number of years, and I
have never heard it said outside that
those gentlemen have in any way abused
their positions to befriend people who
were in the wrong. It is unfortunately
human jto err, and I am not suggesting for
one moment that the various decisions
given by Judges and Magistrates were al-
ways right. The Courts of Appeal have
proved that they were not always right,
but nevertheless they were always sincere.
As a practitioner I would dread to think
that Magistrates’ decisions were warped
and prejudiced by their personal friendship
to other parties. Asa lawyer I do not
consider that that takes place in this
Colony. As a citizen I dread to think it
ever happened, and I feel sure that if
it did ever happen Government would



261 Commiattee of Supply
take proper measures to remove those
Magistrates.

I have always considered Judges and
Magistrates men of the highest integrity,
and I have always respecled them as
such, and I always will until it has been
proved to me that their decisions are
erroneous, prejudiced and biased. The
administration of justice in this Colony
has always been considered fair and just.
I cannot see any necessity to remove
Magistrates from one district to another.
Judges of the Colony sit on the bench for
years. Is it suggested that the Judges
should be removed from one part of ‘the
Colony to another ? How can it ever work,
to remove a Magistrate from one district
to another ? Is it suggested that his par-
ticular friends in that district might not
one day appear before him in the other
district ? The suggestion appears to me
to be very senseless. I hope the hon.
member will see the wisdom of apologising
or withdrawing some of the statements he
has made here against men whom I look
upon as being of the highest integrity and
entitled to the respect of not only members
of the Council but citizens of the Colony.
1t is appalling, if I may say so, to think
that in this Council, which is supposed to
be the fount of justice, honour and know-
ledge, an attack of this kind has been
made against men who have no chance
whatever of defending themselves. In
attacking as he has done the administra-
tion of justice in the Magistrates’ Courts
the hon. member has to a certain extent
cast a slur on the highest branch of the
administration of justice, and that is on the
Judges themselves. I donot know whether
his effrontery is going to take such a turn
as to attack Their Honours the Judges, but
it would not be surprising to me if it did.
As a legal practitioner, a member of this
Council and a citizen I am prepared to
state here that I am satisfied, and I feel
sure that every right-thinking member of
the community is satisfied, that the admin-
istration of justice in this Colony is not
so tainted and not so low as has been sug-
gested by the hon. member. I desire to
record in unequivocal terms my horror
that a statement of that kind has been
made, especially in the Legislative Council.

Mr. LEE: 1 would like it to be clearly
understood that I have not in any way
attacked the present staff of Magistrates,
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I am attacking the principle of not trans-
ferring them, and would remind my friend,
the hon. member for Demerara River (Mr.
King), that a certain client of his went to
him and reported some grievance, but he
refused to report the matter to the proper
authorities. I wantit to be clearly under-
stood that I did not attack the admin-
istration of justice, the Judges or
Magistrates. I am contending that the
system under which Magistrates are
stationed in one district for a long
period is not proper, because of instances
which I can state. As regards the unquali-
fied Magistrate, I can give an instance in
which a man was fined and imprisoned in
order that the compound at usa
might be cleaned.

Mr. ELEAZAR : What I am surprised
at is that the hon. member for Demerara
River (Mr. King) should have taken the
hon. member for Essequebo River (Mr.
Lee) so seriously. He does not always
say what he means. (laughter). He is
only a junior practitioner. I do not know
of any Magistrate who would descend so
low as to please his friends at the expense
of someone else. It would be a wretched
Colony to live in, if a man in that position
could not do a friend a good turn without
doing au injustice,

The Committee adjourned until 2 p.m.
for the luncheon recess.

2 pm.—

Mr. JACOB: I would like to support
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Georgetown South (Mr. Gonsalves) that
vacancies in the Magistracy should be filled
as promptly as possible. I have to refer
to the case of Mr, Magistrate Low who, I
think, acted for 15 years before he was
appointed, and I think there is some
difference in his appointment as com-
pared with others, and I should like to
sny a word or two on that matter.
I do not think he should suffer any
disability as the result of having only
recently been appointed to a permanent
post, and I trust that Government will
consider the matter and adjust it in
future. Maybe the opportunity will
afford itself on his retirement, but I think
his appointment should be put on a more
permanent basis before he actually retires.

As regards the question I tabled, I am
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not going to take the line the hon. mem-
ber for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) took
up. I know that in the past requests
have been made to Government for the
removal or transfer of Magistrates;
petitions have been sent in with that
object in view. I know there is a certain
amount of dissatisfaction, but not dissat-
isfaction of a serious nature. I think the
hon. member overstated the case and
spoiled it entirely by the mauner in which
he made his remarks. I think there is
some merit in the contention that Magis-
trates should be transferred as regularly
as possible. As a matter of fact I go
further and snggest that legal members of
the Crown should also be transferred as
regularly as possible. I do not exclude
the Judges, who were brought in this
morning. I think a policy of transfer-
ence should be carried out from time to
time, bearing in mind the exigencies of
the Service, not only with respect to
Magistrates but all Civil servants, and
then we will have a better Service through-
out the Empire. I trust that replies to
my questions will be available as early as
possible.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am
grateful to the hon. member for Demerara
River (Mr. King) for his vigorous defence
this morning of the Magisterial Bench of
this Colony against what he considered—
and I must admit I considered it also—an
unwarranted attack by the hon. member
for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee). It is
true that the hon. member has since quali-
fied his remarks, and that makes it possi-
ble for me not to pursue the matter at any
great length, but I am bound to say that
had this Council not received the assur-
ance from the hon. member that he did
not mean exactly what he said in the first
inatance, I should regard the matter in a
very serious light indeed. If I may I
should like to give a little word of advice
to the hon. member for Essequebo River,
and that is that he should realise that in
making remarks which may be construed
as imputations or allegations of impro-
priety on the part of judicial officers, he
should be very careful not to make such
remarks and allegations if he does not
mean them as allegations in a d liberative
assembly of this kind because, as the hon.
member for Demerara River (Mr. King)
pointed out, those gentlemen are not here
and cannot answer the imputations which
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are thrown out, very often in a haphazard
manner, because usually they lack any sub-
stance behind them.

Furthermore the hon. member knows
quite well—as a legal practitioner he must
know that the very law of the Colony
provides adequate safeguards against ima-
proper actions on the part of Magistrates.
Even assuming that there are cases in
which a Magistrate could be proved to
have acted improperly, due to some im-
proper motive or infiluence exerted upon
him, the hon. member knows quite well
there is a remedy at law. He knows it is
a ground of appeal that a Magistrate has
acted maliciously, or from some corrupt
or improper motive, in giving a particular
decision. That is a ground of appeal, and
if there is evidence to support it the mat-
ter can be taken to the Supreme Court
and the decision reversed. He should
know and does know that, apart from that
ordinary procedure of appeal, the Attorney-
General has power under the law, even
when there has been no appeal, to ask the
Supreme Court of the Colony to review a
decision given by any Magistrate within
three months of the time the decision ia
given. That is another safeguard under
the Summary Appeals Ordinance, and
therefore it is clear that if any case arose
where there was a scintilla of proof that
something of an improper character had
taken place, it is always open to the hon.
member or the litigant who felt himself
aggrieved, to proceed by way of appeal, or
to proceed by way of petition or repre-
sentation to the Attorney-General, and the
Attorney-General, if satisfied that an
appeal was not the best method of putting
the matter right, could by his own motion
go to the Supreme Court and ask for a
review of the matter by the highest Court
in she land. The point I am trying to
make is that, with those safeguards in our
law and procedure, it is not right and
proper that hon. members should come to
this Council and make attacks of the
nature and of the character that have
been made this morning.

I want to be quite fair to the hon.
member on the question of principle,
because I know that ke held the view, and
sincere view, that it would be in the interest
of the efficiency of Magistrates that they
should not spend more than four years in
any onedistrict. If he had put his remarks
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in that way, and had limited them to the
question of efficiency, which I think is the
way the hon. member for North Western
District (Mr. Jacob) has put the matter,
I think he would not have earned the cen-
sure of this Council. But on that ques-
tion it is quite impossible to lay down as
a rigid principle that every Magistrate in
this Colony should only be in one district
for a particular length of time. I think
just a little reflection must show the Coun-
cil that it would be impossible to adjust
the magisterial cadre in that way. After
all Magistrates are appointed at different
times. They become ill at different times,
they are promoted at different times and
go on leave at different times. All those
are factors which must be taken into
account in adjusting interchanges between
the different Magistracies. But I will go
so far as to say that, in my opinion, cir-
cumstances may arise where it may be
shown that a Magistrate has become stale
in one district, simply as the result of
environment, and in those circumstances
it may be in everybody’s interest that he
be given a change of scene and environ-
ment. For that reason I should certainly
deprecate the principle being laid down
that when a Magistrate was appointed to
a particular post he was there for good
and all. That is not the policy that has
ever been adopted in this Colony so far as
I am aware, and certainly it is not the
policy of Government at the present time.
Magistrates know thas they are always
susceptible to being transferred to another
district if the general interests of the
Service demand their transfer. That is
perfectly well understood by the Magis-
trates themselves. Therefore, there is no
question of this Government having to re-
consider any policy in the matter.

As regards the observations of the hon.
member for Georgetown South (Mr.
Gonsalves), which are supported by the
hon. member for North Western District
(Mr. Jacob) in regard to the filling of the
vacant Magistracy, I can give both these
members the assurance that that vacancy
will be filled by permanent appointment in
the normal way, and in the normal time.
Of course, hon. members are aware that
that appointment rests with the Secretary
of State.

Mr. LEL: I desire to thank the hon.
Attorney-Geueral for his excellent advice,
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and to say that at no time whatever did
I mean to cast any reflection on the
Judicial Bench of the Colony At the
present moment we have three Judges
whom the public and all legal practitioners
respect. I was only dealing with the
principle of the transfer of Magistrates
from one district to another.

Mr. WOOLFORD : I have risen to
express the hope, which has been in part
fulfilled by the hon. and learned Attorney-
General, that the vacancy which has arisen
in the County of Berbice will be filled—
he said in the normal way, and I think he
added in the normal time, and I should
like to add at the normal pay. I know it
rests with the Secretary of State, and I
wish to say now in connection with the
matter I brought to the attention of the
Council a few days ago, that it will be
possible, having regard to the provisions of
the Civil List Ordinance, for the Governor
of the Colony to recommend to the Secre-
tary of State that the appointment
be made at a lesser salary than the
previous holder of the post received.
I knew the time when the magisterial
duties were performed in a most perfunc-
tory manner in that constituency. Tt is
perfectly true that the appointments were
then held by laymen, but I am not pre-
pared to say that they were any better per-
formed by some of the qualified men who
succeeded to that position. Itis a large
constituency, one in which there is a large
number of East Indians, especially at a
place like Whim, and I do not think it is
within everyone’s capacity, however well-
trained he way be, to preside with the
degree of satisfaction that is necessary for
some of these magisterial cases.

Theoretically every case should be tried.
That is to say the issues should be quickly
laid before the Magistrate who would decide.
I can assure you that that is not always
possible, even with the most gifted of men,
and T feel, and feel very strongly, that
Government will not easily be able to find a
successor to Mr. Hill who will be able to do
as well as he did. Mr. Hill is a very able
man who had not, perhaps, a wide legal
knowledge, and who had not had any very
great experience, but he was a specially
adaptable man. Tt is absolutely necessary
that the appointment should be filled by
a man of his capacity and his peculiar gifts,
if not the only alternative would be to revert
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to the position of having two Magistrates.
It does affect the question of pay, and I
hope Government will see its way to
make this appointment at what I call
the higher figure. A great deal has
been said in this Council about an extra
£100 being paid to the Magistrate of the
Berbice district. I do not wish that to
arise again, but I do hope this appoint-
ment will not be made at £500. It is
worth more as, apart altogether from the
amount of travelling, it is the volume of
work that he must do at night. His head
office is in New Amsterdam, where he must
reside, and he has to go to the country
courts and rise early. in the morning.
Owing to the numerous cases he cannot
finish his work before 4 or 5 p.m., and
then he has to return to New Amsterdam.
I am asking that before Government
decides on what is to be the future
magisterial policy in that district the
Attorney-General should obtain the views
of one or two men who are practising in
that constituency. There are two mem-
bers of the Council who practise in those
Courts, and I do not pretend to know as
much about it as they do. I have been
approached by perhaps the most promin-
ent citizen there as to the anxiety of the
community with reference to this vacancy.

There is another matter in connection
with Magistrates. There is a tendency on
the part of Government, with a view to
economy perhaps, and also with a view to
relieving the pressure on the Magistrates
in Georgetown, and in some cases to extend
the jurisdiction of trials, to place the
adjudication of those cases on the
shoulders of other Magistrates. I am think-
ing of the procedure by which cases at
Providence Court, which were formerly
taken by the Magistrate in Georgetown,
are now being heard by the Magistrate of
the West Coast. The Attorney-General
very kindly spoke to me about that matter,
and I agree in theory with the provosal,
which is still capable of further trial, but
when I say 1 have been there on four or
five occasions in connection with one case,
and that the Magistrate was bound to
postpone it at certain times, you can well
imagine the difficulties arising there. It
is & very undesirable state of things, and
if, as T understand, there is a suggestion
to have another district added to George-
town, I would ask Government to give that
matter equally careful consideration. I
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have said here before, and I say again, that
the time is fast approaching when we will
want an additional Magistrate. He will
be wanted for several purposes. I can
indicate many directions in which his
time would be occupied. He would be a
relief Magistrate. It is absurd that the
Registrar should leave Georgetown to go
to Essequebo, and that the Magistrate
of the West Coast district and three
gentlemen should have to go to Essequebo
to decide whether so many annual licences
should be granted. That is a matter which
should be done by the Wistrict Commis-
sioner. I am speaking of cases where there
is no opposition to the licences. I could
never get the late Attorney-General to see
that point of view. [ could not get him
to see other points of view, and I may add
that if I cannot get the present Attorney-
General to see my point of view I will move
that the item proviaing for his travelling
be struck out. (laughter). My aim is to
relieve congestion from time to time.

I also plead for the last time, and this
in the presence of the Director of Public
‘Works, that he should relieve practitioners
and the public of having to sit on the
window sills of the court-rooms. T
strongly object to it. There is no accom-
modation for the public at some of those
courts. I am referring to certain magis-
terial courts. and I have mentioned the
matter to the District Engineer. If the
hon. Mr. Dias were here he would tell the
Council that the last time we met at the
Stewartville Court there was one bench,
and there was nothing on which to rest
our books. We usually go into the court-
yards and sit in our cars, or on a bench.
I think when a member of the Council
brings these things to the notice of Govern-
ment he should not be met with the state-
ment that Government has no money. I
would undertake to do it without funds.
It shows a lack of respect engendered by
the remarks of certain hon. members of
this Council in relation to public officers.
It shows a certain lack of respect for the
representations of the public. There are
Government officers who say “ It does not
matter what the member for the division
says, I am not going to pay any attention
to it.” I am not the represvntative of
any of those divisions, but I hope and
expect that some attention will be paid,
not to my personal remarks, but to the
necessity for these conveniences. This is
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the third consecutive time I have asked
that these things should be looked after,
and I hope the necessity will never arise
for you, as Colonial Secretary, to attend
there. In the Georgetown Magistrates’
Courts there ave electric fans and electric
lights on the bench. I cannot understand
why those amenities are provided in
Georgetown and not in the country courts.

1 notice that this Council has passed
without comment a vote for the purchase
of books for the Attorney-General’s
library. The Magistrates are very greatly
in need of a library. This alleged in-
efficiency, on which some members have
remarked, is largely contributed to by the
absence of any law books, even the ordin-
ary text-books, and I again suggest for the
last time that a duplicate set of laws,
properly written up, should be provided
in every Magistrate’s Court—not for the
lawyers. I wish to emphasise that these
laws be properly written up. Kven the
laws in this Council Chamber are not
properly written up. If such a state of
affairs exists in the Legislative Council it
is even worse in the Magistrates’ Courts.
Government can employ some poor prac-
titioner—there are several of them - to
make the revision of the laws. Govern-
ment cannot justify the Attorney-General
being given extra books without providing
the whole legal machinery with similar
accommodation. It is not right or fair,
and despite what the Judges have to say
in the matter, the Law Library has far
too many books, too many duplicates, and
too much money is spent on it every year.
It is not necessary. I propose to ask that
the vote for the Law Library be reduced
to £20, and a separate vote provided for
the Magistrates’ Courts.

“As regards the question of Magistrates’
travelling, I do not know whether Govern-
ment has had any representations about
the matter, but I know it is not what it
should be.

Tae CHAIRMAN : Perhaps the hon.
member will deal with that matter under
the particular item.

Mr. JACOB: I would like to express
my gratitude to the hon. Attorney-General
for letting us know that if a litigant is not
satisfied with a Magistrate’s decision he
may approach him, and that he has power
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to refer the matter to the Supreme Court.
I think that is not generally known, and
it was purely on these lines that I have
suggested that there should be frequent
transfers of Magistrates. It is true that
there are adequate safeguards in the law,
but law is a very expensive process, par-
ticularly in small matters.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to
endorse what has been said by the hon.
member for New Amsterdam (Mr.
Woolford) with respect to the pay of the
Magistrate in the County of Berbice.
There was a time when there were three
Magistrates, one on the West Coast of
Berbice, one on the Corentyne, and the
other in New Amsterdam. I do not think
at that time they had the amenities that
are provided now. Later on there were
two Magistrates, but they could not get
on well ; one complained that the other
threw all the work on him. The result
was that one of them suggested that if
Government gave him £100 extra he
would do the whole job. Government
took him at his word and saved the
salary of one Magistrate, an extra
clerk and travelling expenses as well. But
I regret to say that very soon afterwards
Government was guilty of a very serious
breach of faith, because one or two other
Magistrates received the extra £100, but
immediately after they were removed from
the district and another Magistrate was
appointed he did not get the extra sum.
The Magistrate who has just gone away
was never my great friend or my foe, but
he was the only man who succeeded in
doing the work of the whole County with
some time to spare, yet he never got the
extra £100. I do not think it is fair.
From my experience I think the work can
be done by one man, but it is still more
than what one man should be asked to do
for that salary. I suggest that £100
should be added to the salary of the post.

The hon. member for New Amsterdam
(Mr. Woolford) has eertainly covered the
ground about the furniture in the Courts,
which is worse than the buildings them-
selves. §

Tre ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The
hon. member for New Amsterdam (Mr.
Woolford) and the hon. member for Ber-
bice River (Mr. Eleazar) have put in what
I think must be described as an unusual
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plea for greater luxury in the Courts, but
I do not think the matter has been
entirely overlooked, because it is dealt
with under Public Works Extraordinary.
There is an item of $600 under that head
for the erection of a building for the
storage of furniture at the Magistrate's
Court, Georgetown. That item has been
put in there in order to get rid of a great
deal of impedimenta which at present
impedes the office where the clerks do
their work. I just mention that as an
example that in preparing the estimates I
was not unmindful of the convenience of
the Magistrates. I can go further than
that, because the Select Committee of the
Council has recommended that a new item
be inserted under the same head to provide
$800 for new furniture for Magistrates’
Courts, and I think out of that sum Govern-
ment ought to be able to provide a chair
for the hon. member for Berbice and a
table for the hon. member for New
Amsterdam. (laughter). I hope that the
situation will be to some extent improved
during the coming year.

Mr. WOOLFORD : I would like to ex-
plain to the Attorney-General that the
reason for the increased accommodation
for the storage of furniture at the Magis-
trate’s Court is for the storage of the
goods and chattels of people who have
been levied upon. There is no place to
store them.

Mr. GONSALVES: I would like to
know whether there is under consideration
certain amendments of the Magistratey’
Court Rules. We were told that new
Rules were being made. There are certain
things which practitioners have always
complained about. I do not know how
far the matter has gone.

Tre ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I un-
derstand that a Committee has been con-
sidering those Rules for some months,
and I believe it has almost concluded its
labours, so that the enactment of new
Rules should be only a matter of time.
WhileI am on my feet I should like to
mention one point about what has been
said about filling the vacant Magistracy.
I do not want hon. members to get it into
their heads that anything I have said or
anything which has been said in this
Council means that the appointment will
be to the vacant Magistracy in Berbice.
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The appointment to be made by the Secre-
tary of State will be an appointment to
the general cadre of Magistrates.

Item (f)—8 Assistant Clerks ($288 by
$24 to $480,) $3,144.

Mr. LEE: I have pointed out to the
Council the hardship that is being experi-
enced by three of these assistant clerks
who joined the Service in 1932, and I
suggest that the item be altered to provide
for 3 assistant clerks at $450 to $600 and
5 assistant clerks at $360 to $480. When
the Bain Gray scheme was under considera-
tion I do not think those three clerks who
joined the Service between 1930 and 1932
were considered.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : This
question has been considered and it has
beer necessary to adhere to the general
principle adopted in introducing this scale.
It was really not possible to differentiate
with regard to those who had served at an
earlier date, and it is therefore necessary
to adhere to the item as printed,

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 hope Government
will find it possible to deal with each case
on its merits. These new arrangements
have created hardships in several depart-
ments. The Magistrate’s Office is one of
them. There are young men who joined
as assistant clerks with the hope that
eventually they would be promoted as
clerks as the occasion arose. They have
been told that as the result of this scheme
they have no hope of becoming clerks, as
men with better educational qualifications
will be appointed as vacancies occur.
There should be some rule which would
give Government the advantage eof having
mea with higher qualifications, but that
should be left to future appointments.
young man from my office with secondary
training was given six months leave and
he joined the Service at a lower salary
with the hope that he would get promo-
tion.

Mr. SEYMOUR : These lads are not
eligible for transfer to other departments
and therefore have no chance of promotion.
If that is the case they are under a great
disadvantage which does not obtain in
other departments, and they should be
given consideration on that ground alone.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : With



273 Committee of Supply

regard to the possibilities of promotion
those assistant clerks are actually very
well situated because, if hon. members will
look at the Fixed Establishment they will
see that there are eight Class ITI. clerks.
The assistant clerks are really better off
than probationers in regard to promotion.

The point raised by the hon. member
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) with
regard to the question of educational quali-
fications does present some difficulty, but
that can be got over by fixing a date before
which those qualifications would not be
required. That date would probably be
1934.

Item put, and agreed to.
Ttem (%)—Bailiffs, $5,748.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move that this item be increased to $5,772
in order to provide for an increment for
one of the bailifts, which was overlooked
at the time the estimate was being
prepared.

Item as amended put, and agreed to.
Item 2—Travelling Expenses, $4,592.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move that this item be increased by $100
to provide additional travelling allowances
to bailiffs in the Berbice district.

Item as amended put, and agreed to.

Item 5—Crown Witnesses Expenses,
$1,500.

Mr. WOOLFORD : I will endeavour to
explain the ditficulties under which this
18 administered, and I will speak as
?rly as I can, because it is a matter of
me considerable importance. When the
Police institute prosecutions, as they fre-
quently do, and as they frequently should
not do, it is their duty to procure wit-
nesses. [ will give an illustration of an
actual happening. A man was assaulted
in the Kamuni creek which, for the in-
formation of members of the Council and
the member for the Bivision, is in the
Demerara river. (laughter). An investi-
gation of the circumstances under which
the offence took place had perforce to be
made by the N.C.O. at Providence police
station, and his method of investigation
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involved the attendance of witnesses from
the Kamuni creek at thestation. They
were told that they had to be in attend-
ance at a certain time. Statement;.were
taken from them, and in some cases they
were summoned by the Inspector in charge
of the district. During such periods wit.
nesses are kept at considerable distances
from their homes. They are required to
attend Court, which in this particular case
was at Christianburg, and they were told
they had to find their way there as
best they could. They had to find the
necessary money to go to Christian-
burg and to maintain themselves there.,
That involved several days’ absence from
work, and during that period of time they
were not paid. No money was provided
for their passage to Christianburg by
steamer ; they were not even given a pass.

The Police are Bet provided with funds.
This vote is inte! to cover that expen-
diture, but the witnesses are not given the
actual money because the Police have none
to give them. It may not be known to
members, but the Police hesitate to keep
money in their safes for any purpose. It
is a curious thing. If any member of
the Council, or a responsible member of
the public, has any surplus funds—which
most of us never have—and he wishes to
put it in safe custody, he may take it to
the Brickdam Police Station. I prefer to
carry it on my person. The fact is that
Government will not entrust money to the
Police. These poor people are kept wait-
ing for payment. It seems to me that is
a very bad system. I told the men that
if I were in their place I would not attend
Court unless the Police paid me. Then I
thought that that would not be a proper
thing for them to do. You cannot compel
a wan to attend Court as a witness unless
you provide him with conduct money. He
is not bound to attend. That is why some
police prosecutions fail. Sometimes a
witness turns up and shows his dissatis-
faction by saying he does not remember
all he has told the Police in his statement.
It is just a matter of reprisal. T ask that
that- system be changed. In the vicinity
of most police stations there are post
offices with ready cash. I ask that the
matter be investigated at once, not this
day next year. The Inspector-General of
Police knows the difficulties because they
were explained to him. It is a highly
illegal thing, and I strongly object to it.
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Tt is all because Government cannot con-
ceive a method of entrusting the Police
with money to pay these people. The
matter can be remedied in a few minutes,
and I think it ought to be done.

Mr. ELEAZAR: That is one phase of
the quastion, but there is another phase
which I think is a very serious one.
Apart from the fact that some people
make a minor industry out of giving
evidence as Crown witnesses, there are
people who give evidence for the Police
and are told to ask the Judge to decide
whether their evidence was material
before they are paid. In some cases
witnesses attend Court for over a
week and get nothing at all. Sometimes
they are not called as witnesses, but they
have to attend. People who know
nothing about a case age;paid while honest
witnesses get nothinglg:I think some
enquiry should be madesnte the matter.

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer):
I am very grateful to the hon. member for
New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford)for having
pointed out the difficulties of the situation,
and it is only because of my attendance in
Council that 1 have not done anything in
the matter. The point is that previously
the vote was administered by the Police
Department, and it was thought some
years ago that it would be better adminis-
tered by the Magistrates, but it was over-
looked that in some cases witnesses ought
to be advanced money before they attend
Court. As matters now stand the wit-
nesses are paid, but only after they have
given evidence, and on the certificate of
the Magistrate. It seems to me that the
remedy is that a portion of the vote should
be restored to the Police Department to
be administered by them. There is no
difficulty about cash. The Police have
cash, but the only difficulty is that they
are not at present authorised to adminis-
ter the vote. Each police station has a
small imprest, and there is no difficulty as
long as they are authorised to spend
money. I can assure the hon. member
that the matter will be investigated at an
early date.

Item put, and agreed to.
Item 7—Miscellaneous, $588.

Mr. WOOLFORD: This item covers a
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multitude of sins. It is really for the
renewal of books and furniture in the
Georgetown Magistrate’s office, It empha-
sises what I said, that some officers are
being supplied with everything they
require. I'he Magistrates in Georgetown
have just had electric fans installed in
both courts. The new item of $500 may
not find its way to Sisters Court. On the
next occasion the hon. member for Ber-
bice River (Mr. Eleazar) may be invited
to sit on a kerosene oil tin as I was, I
ask that each Magistrate's Court be pro-
vided with a separate sum. I would like
to see the item Miscellaneous made what
it should be. If it is a Public Works
expenditure then it must be deleted.

Mr. McDAVID : The explanatory note
to item 7 refers only to the increase
between 1937 and 1938.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: An
item of $800 was recommended in Select
Committee for new furniture in Magis-
trates’ Courts.

Tege CHAIRMAN : I think hon. mem-
bers will realise that $800 is not the only
vote for furniture, but a special vote to
supply furniture at the present time, and
this vote is a recurrent vote for renewals.

Item put, and agreed to.

MepiIcAL.

Dr. SINGH : I desire to make some
general observations under this head.
Before Government appointed a Com-
mittee to consider the re-organisation of
the medical service complaints of dissatis-
faction were made to some hon. members
of this Council by persons who "
patients in the Georgetown Public H%L
tal, by persons who attended the Oubs
Patients Department and the Dispensaries,
and by residents in the various medical
districts of the Colony. The chief causes
of dissatisfaction were that owing to over-
crowding in the wards many patients had
to take floor beds. In some cases people
complained that the medical officer saw
them fully 24 or 36 hours after admission.
At the Out-Patients Department persons
are kept waiting for hours before they are
seen by the medical officer on duty, while
at the Dispensary it is impossible for the
doctor on duty there to attend to the
large number of people wh seek attention,
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with the result that many of them return
home without seeing the doctor.

In the country districts residents com-
plain that medical officers charge very
high fees for special visits, and that in
cases of emergency it is very ditficult to
obtain the services of the medical officer
owing to the distance between the patient
and the doctor, thelack of telephonic
communication and conveyance., Some-
times, before the patient arrives at the
doctor’s house, he or she is either in
a dying condition or already dead.
Those complaints were brought to the
notice of members of this Council, and
Government thought it fit to institute an
enquiry into the medical service. We
have had the report of that Committee,
and it is unfortunate that although re-
commendations have been made to remedy
that state of affairs Government has
delayed in the matter and is thinking only
of the highest branch of the service—
specialising. What is needed is prompt
attention and the adoption of some means
of preventing over-crowding at the George-
town Hospital. Provision should be made
for prompt attention after admission of
patients to the wards, and that people
who go to the Out-Patients Department
should be attended to as promptly as
possible. It is impossible for one doctor
to look after so many patients at the
Dispensary. There are so many patients
that the medical offieer in charge has to
work six hours a day. If he devotes five
minutes to each patient it means that he
attends to 72 patients in six hours. It is
impossible for him to attend to so many
patients because he has to do minor opera-
tiong'and to attend to cases of injuries.
It 18 impossible for him to devote more
than one minute to each case, and it is
very necessary that an extra medical
_officer should be employed.

As regards the country districts, I
remember that 30 years ago there were
four medical officers on the West Coast,
one at Vreed-en-Hoop, one at Leonora,
one at Tuschen and one at Leguan. It is
said that in those days there were sugar
estates, but nevertheless the population is
the same. Two years ago there were two
medical officers, one at Leonora and the
other at Tuschen. It is difficult for one
medical officer to look after that district.
We want to maintain our man-power in
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this Colony, and if Government can see
its way to appoint another medical officer
to the district it would be a life-saving
arrangement. As an alternative, dispen-
saries might be established at Verge-
noegen, Hague or Den Amstel, and at
Fellowship. Those dispensaries would be
helpful in cases of emergency.

It is all very well to have an assistant
surgeon and a physician at the Georgetown
Hospital, but what is needed is that
patients at the Out-Patients Department
should receive prompt attention.

Mr. LEE: Last year I drew Govern-
ment’s attention to the report of the
Medical Re-organisation Committee, and
I must call its attention to it again to-day.
Paragraph 114 of the report states :—

“ The above considerations refer to appoint.
ments to medical districts in the settled coastal
areas, but the Committee as a whole recom-
mends that, when funds are available, Gavern-
ment should employ part-time non-pensionable
medical otficers in areas such ag the Demerara
River district and Wakenaamn, at rates not
exceeding £250 per annum, to bs based oo the
services to be rendered to Government. The
Committee regards the present arrangemente
for the medical care of the inhabitants of such
areas as inadequate, and recommeuds their
improvement along these lines.”

It is sad to say that since last year
three women died in child-birthin Leguan,
and one in Wakenaam. The medical
officer who visits those islands only goes
to the dispensary, and patients who
require his attention have to walk several
miles in some cases, and the doctor has a
limited number of hours to attend to
those patients. He visists Leguan once a
week, and Wakenaam twice. [ suggest to
Government the appointment of part-time
medical officers for the lower West Coast
and Essequebo.

Last year I was told that Government
was trying out the district surgeries;
which it had been trying out for a few
years previously. I would suggest that
the East Bank, Demerara, which is sup-
posed to be a first-class district as regards
private practice, be tried out in respect of
the district surgeries in order to see
whether the experiment will be successful
or not.

B fire the Council adjourned last vear
thie Surgeon-General told us that he had
received u cheque, and that the Leugue
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nurses would be given back the amounts
which had been taken from their salaries.
On enquiry of one of the nurses I was told
thas they were only refunded as from July
1, although I understood that it would
have been as from January 1. When
promises are made by Government they
should be carried out.

Mr, JACKSON : I would like to join in
the appeal for better medical service on
the lower West Coast, Wakenaam and
Leguan. I think if Government could see
its way to appoint a part-time medical
officer to those districts it would be doing
an incalcuable amount of good to the
people of the districts. It is practically
impossible for one medical officer to do the
work which the present officer is trying to
perform, and that is to attend to the West
Coast, Demerara, East Bank, Demerara,
Essequebo and the island of Leguan.
While there are two dispensaries, one at
Parika and the other at Leguan, I think it
absolutely necessary that the services of a
qualified medical officer should be placed
at the disposal of those people. I should
be satisfied if even a part-time officer was
found for Leguan and Wakenaam only, but
I do think Government might well con-
sider the appeal made in that direction,
and render the assistance that is absolutely
necessary.

Mr. SEYMOUR: I am very much
struck by the composition of this Depart-
ment. It is all above and very little be-
low. Itisonly human that a pars-time
officer does part-time work—-at least in
Essequebo. These part-time men say they
only get $120 per month and they will
give $1230 worth of service. They do not
even give that. I have known of a case in
Essequebo where a part-time medical
officer was called to see a woman who had
just had twins. It was a very bad case
and the midwife suggested to the husband
to call the doctor. The doctor went but
when he discovered, after going into one
room, that the husband had no money he
told him point blank that unless he paid
him he would not go into the other room.
That is not an isolated case. T can relate
several other cases of a similar nature.
The idea of these part-time medical officers
is to get their pound of flesh, and perhaps
it is human, because $130 for a medical
ofticer is a farce. The whole service is
going from bad to worse, In fact it is
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not a service; it is a joke. Some years
ago there were two experienced and well
paid doctors in Essequebo who did justice
to people who could not afford to pay.

The health of the people in Essequebo
is suffering and will continue to suffer.
Later on we will hear about nutrition.
I thank Government for estahlishing two
dispensaries at Anna Regina and Charity,
but they do not fill the gap whem cases of
emergency arise, Even for the salaries
Government is paying we are not getting a
square deal from these medical officers.
Doctors who have been trained for years
at the Georgetown Hospital should be
sent to the outlying districts. I am sorry
to say that from what I have seen on the
Essequebo Coast there is not even pro-
fessional etiquette among the medical
officers. The Surgeon-General should
send the best type of mer to the country
districts. I sincerely trust that Govern-
ment will investigate these matters.

Mr. DEAGUIAR : The importance of
the medical service to any colony imposes
upon a member of the Legislative Council
the obligation to make representations.
It is not surprising, therefore, that at the
annual session members take the oppor-
tunity to bring to the notice of Govern-
ment what they consider great hardships
on people, especially those in the outlying
districts of the Colony. I should say at
once that so far as this Department is
concerned I am somewhat in sympathy
with the endeavours of Government to
improve the medical service. My first
complaint, however, is that there has been
too long a delay in affording the relief
that is usually suggested. ' Can rn-
ment give a reasou why at the m
moment there are so many vacancies inh
the medical service, and why they have not
been filled? It seems to me that the long
delay is the reason why there have been so
many complaints in connection with the
service. Where is the Surgeon-General?
Where has he been for such a long time?
Is there any doubt that the Department
is suffering in the way of administration ?
I do not wish it to be understood that I
am attempting to criticise the present
acting holder of the oftice. It is must be
borne in mind that the acting officer
has more than his ordinary share of work
to do, and to expect him to carry out the
onerous duties of Surgeon-General of the
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Colony in addition to his other duties is
certainly expecting too much of him.
Added to that, he has an inadequate staff.

There are four or five vacancies in the
medical service to be filled, and as far as I
know no attempt is being made to have
those posts permanently filled, but I do
know that makeshift arrangements are
being made. The complaints made by the
hon. member for Western Essequebo (Mr.
Seymour) are due to the manner in which
those vacancies are being attended to. He
referred to the part-time medical officer on
the Essequebo Coast. Is that one of the
vacancies to be filled, and is it Govern-
ment’s intention to continue filling it with
a part-time officer ?

In the outlying districts where the best
surgical attention is so far away, it is
Government’s duty to do the best it can
for the people. I am informed that it is
almost i1mpossible for a pauper to get
medicine. I spoke to the Surgeon-General
on the subject, and he told me that was a
matter for the Poor Law Commissioners.
In the past it was dealt with by the
Medical Department. On whose authorit
has the Medical Department shifted the
responsibility for issuing medicines to
the Poor Law Commissioners ? I would like
the Surgeon-General to amswer that ques-
tion to-day.

A great deal has been said about district
surgeries. Even the doctors are in favour
of them, but it seems to me that Govern-
ment is riding for a fall, and it is my duty
to sound a note of warning, otherwise we
will be faced with a position later on which
will be worse than it is at present. I am
in favour of district surgeries, but I do
not think Government should make the
terms of appointment so difficult that the
right type of doctor will not be secured
for the job. What are the leave rights to
be given these officers ? They are to have
half passage to England, and it is also con-
ditional on their finding locum tenens
approved by the Surgeon-General. Is
that leave for a professional man ? If it is
the intention of Government to introduce
those conditions with regard to the
appointment of district surgeons, I can
assure Government that the support I gave
to the creation of those posts in the past
will be withdrawn, because it seems to me
that Government will be only catering for
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the type of man we do not want to have in
the Servicee. We must have competent
medical officers in the districts of the
Colony. They are too far away from
Georgetown, and unless we have men who
are able to take care of the needs of the
people in the districts it seems to me that
we are going to create distinct hardship
on the people.

Mr. ELEAZAR: After a painful ex-
traction I was instrumental in getting
Government to appoint a committee of
enquiry. At length the Committee met,
but they took particular care to keep cer-
tain people out of it. They did not want
certain things to come out. I got Govern-
ment to subsidise some of the districts.
There again, when Government accepted
the suggestion and put it into execution it
was done in a way that it should not suc-
ceed. One would have expected that if
Government was only giving a doctor a
subsidy he would be sent to a district
where private practice would give him a
decent living. After all a dector has
spent a certain amount of money in getting
his profession, and should be adequately
remunerated. Government removed an
officer from a district and sent him to
another where there was little private
practice, and gave him the miserable sum
of $100 per month without any travelling
allowance. The result was that he began
to extort money from the people in the
district, and eventually had to clear out.
When I asked the Surgeon-General why
he had offered a subsidy of only $100 to a
doctor he said he did so in the hope that
no one would apply.

The Committee met and made recom-
mendations, and one thought they would
have been carried out. But what do we
find? The case referred to by the hon.
member for Western Essequebo (Mr.
Seymour). If that doctor was even being
paid a shilling per month he should have
been dismissed at once. Government
offered him $120 per month to help him
to live in the district and use his skill.
If he was so inhuman in a case of that
kind he should have been relieved of his
appointment. It shows a lack of adminis-
trative ability or lack of supervision in
certain directions. That is not the only
case. There are other respects in which
the Medical Department, if it were vigi-
lant, would be able to ameliorate condi-
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tions. . For instance, in the Berbice river
some ladies got together and established a
clinic for expectant mothers. Near to
that clinic is a Government dispensary,
bat for the want of a two-roomed house
where a patient who goes to the dispen-
sary may be able to stay for a night or
for a day or two, persons have been known
to die while travelling back in a canoce. I
am inclined to think that the present
Surgeon-General is a very nice officer.
I do not know his qualifications, but for
all the service we are getting we can do
without a Surgeon-General.

Yesterday I jocularly remarked to the
aeting Surgeon-General “I see you are
putting up a crematorium in Berbice.”
He replied “I hope so.” I went on to
add that it was being built to cremate
people while they were still alive. Govern-
ment has gone to considerable expense in
putting up a building in the Mental Hos-
pital compound which is supposed to
house human beings even if they are mad,
and attendants have to be there too.
When I heard that the work was being
done I took a walk into the compound one
Sunday afternoon. I had walked fully a
mile without perspiring, but after I had
walked through the building I was pers-
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piring profusely. Small air holes are all
the ventilation in the new building, and
the carpenters told me it was built accord-
ing to plan. I suggest that an enquiry be
made at once with a view to rectifying
the building. Nobody should be allowed
to go into it. I do not know who designed
it. It is a nice building but that is all.

Some time ago the Matron lived outside
the institution, while the Steward lived in
the compound. Then a scene which was
both amusing and pathetic occurred, and
it was decided that theMatron should live
in the compound. The Steward was
removed from the compound and given a
house allowance, but the house in which
he lived, which could only accommodate
one family, was divided into two, the chief
attendant occupying one half and the
Matron the other. The result is that two
families are occupying what is practically
a two-roomed house. What sort of
morality is that ? It is nobody’s business
to remedy these things, but they should be
remedied.

The Council resumed and adjourned
until Tuesday, 16th November, at 11
o’clock.
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