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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Priday, 3,·d June, 1938. 

The Council met o.t 10.!-lO a.m. pursuant 
to 11djournment, His ExcellPncy the 
Governor, Sm WILFRID JACKSON, K.C.M.G., 
President, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Sec1·etarv, 

(Acting) (Major W. Bn.in Gray, C.B.E.). · 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, (Mr. 
J. H.B. Nihill, K.C., M.C.). 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of 
Agriculture. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown North) 

The Hon. �I. B. G. Austin, 0.B.E., 
(Nominated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. M. B. Laing, CommisRioner, 
of L,ibour and Local Govt•mment. 

ThP Hon. G. 0. Case, Director of 
Public W 01 ks and Sea Defences. 

The Hon. B. N. V. ,rase-Bailey, Sur­
geon-General (Acting). 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hon. F. 0. RicharclR, Comptroller 
of Customs (Acting). 

The Hon. Percy. C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Geo1·getown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleaz1tr (Berbice River). 

'l'he Hon. Peer .Bacchus ("\Yestem 
Berbice). 

'fhe Hon. H. C. Humphrys (Easlem 
Demerara). 

The Hon, C.H. Jacob (No1·th Western 
Dist,rict ). 

'fhe Hon. J. W. ,Jackson (Nominateu 
Unofficia,l Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficiiil Member). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequebo River). 

DEATH OF Sm EDWARD DENHAM. 

'IHE PRESIDENT: I am sure that 
Hon. Members of Council and the people 
of the Colony generally have been shocked 
and. profoundly grieved at the news which 
was 1·eceived yesterday evening of the 
sudden death of Bir Edward Denham in 
Jamaica. He has been cut off in the full 
tide of vigour of a forceful personality and 
at a moment when his loss will be 
especially felt in the Colony under his 
Government. 

My own acquaintance with Sir Edwaru 
DenhalD was of the slightest anu it is not 
for me to speak of his services to this 
Colony especially in this house where he 
is a familiat· figure to members generally. 
But I am sure the Council will wish to 
give expression to the deep feelings of 
sorrow and sympathy which this sad event 
has called forth, and with the consent of 
Council I will ask the Colonial Secretary
to move a resolution in that sense. 

· 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Major 
Bain Gray) : Sir, I beg to move the 
following resolution:-

That this Council having learnt with profound 
regret of the death of Sir Edward Dea hem, be 
now anjourned as a mark of respect and direcls 
that there fhould be recorded on iLa minntea an 
expression of its high appreciation of Sir 
Edward Denbam's services to this Colony and 
its deep 1ympathy with Lady Denham and her 
ct.ildren. 

8ir, as you have already said, I am sure 
that it will be the wish of all members of 
this Council that we should pause in the 
course of our normal duties, on the 
occasion of receiving the new. of Sir 
Edward Denham's death. It has come as 
a great shock to us, following so quickly 
as it did, on the first intimation of bis 
illness. It is eight years now, almost to a 
day, since Sir Edward Denham assumed 
the Governorship of this Colony, an 
office which he held for four years before 
proceeding to ,Jamaica where· be has since 
been for the remaining period. The time 
of his service here was a period of acute 
financial depression and it was in this 
very difficult atmosphere of curtailment 
of the normal expenditure of Government, 
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that hr wnR called on to administer t,his 
Colony. To compensate for such curtail­
mPnt, it was his constant and successful 
effort to 1'ep1·esent to the J mperial Govern­
ment the needs of the Colony for special 
financial assistance, and to this task hr 
brought what was one of bis most strik­
ing and constant characteristics-a 
determined optimism which nothing could 
shnke. 'fhis characteristic was rooted in 
what was pel'haps his deepest personal 
charactPristic-his abundant physical 
l'lll'rgy. Therr seemed to he no limit to 
that Pn!'riy, which prnvich•d a l'eservoi r 
from "hich his constant and untiring 
diligence and indu�try were unfailingly 
drawn. That energy was 1·eflected in 
every ollicial act, either in speech 01· 
writing, a,nd he presented a model of 
industry which few of us can hope to 
imitate successfully. 

In all his work here he had the constant 
assistance 0£ Lady Denham, whose name 
was associated with so many good causes 
in the life of this Colony. I am sure that 
all of us are thinking of her now and that 
it, is the desire of the Council that our 
feelings towards Sir Edward, and Lady 
:Uenham and her children should he 
recorded, and conveyed to Lady Denham 
on lJehalf of the Cow1cil and the Colony 
as a whole. 

I beg to move the motion, copies of 
which have been laid before hon . .Members. 

.Mr. DIAS: I crave your leave, sir, to 
second the motion and to associate myself 
with every wor<l that has been expressed 
by the mover. As was pointed out by 
him, Sir Edwa1·d Denham came to this 
Colony when we were in great difficulty, 
hut with that untiring energy of his, hr 
sought to place the Colony on a much 
better footing than it waH. Most of u� 
here know of the energy he displayed in 
the discharge of his duties and of the fruit 
his efforts bore. I once described him in 
this Chamber as a champion beggar-iind 
he was-because be never at any time 
failed to approach the Imperial Govem­
ment for financial assistance for the Colon, 
and, I venture to think, it must have bee; 
on very few occasions tha1 he failed in his 
efforts. 

As ,L Oove1·no1·, he has left impressions 
that most 0£ us will recollect. There is 

no <loubt that he gm~rrned w(•ll and ea1•npcl 
llw confidence of till' entire community, 
�o mau is pi>rfect, but �ir EdwaJ'cl's 
imperfections were obscur£'d by thos<' good 
aucl strrling qua.Ii ties whid1, as a GoY<'rllor, 
hr clisphtycd It is with gre,d, rPgrl't that 
T speak on this matter. Little did I think 
that yesterday would have brought news 
of the sudden de,ith of a man, ,� ho in the 
discharge of his duties was outsb111din� in 
tlw Civil Srrvice. 

Our sympathy goes out lo Lady Dc•nham. 
One can well picture her distre�s at this 
moment, and the least this Council can do 
is to express to her and her children its 
deep regret at tlw inepnmhle loss they 
have suffered. I join in requesting that 
the Council be adjourned as a mark of 
respect to one who has served this colony
so faithfully and so well. · 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Sir I crave the 
indulgence of this Council to express the 
deep regret that 1 feel at the death of 
our late Governor, Sit· Edward Denham. 
Sit· Edward Denham was a great man­
gl'eat in rvery way, gl'e1Lt in hi,; ideals, 
great in his pul'pose and gn•,tt in his 
enel'gy. Hi,; charactP1·, "i .. , -,tancls as 
high as the predominant purity of motive 
and unselfishness can place him. He, sir, 
wa;, alwavs brimful of the milk of human
kindness· and that overflowed continuous],
to all who came into rt>lation with him_::_ 
those associated with him in the Govem­
ment as well as others with whom he came 
iu contact . 

l::iir Edward whilr Governol' of this 
c-olouy was alwap; in ,ind out of season
solicitous fol' the well being of the entirr
communitv. I oner had to l'eff•1· to him
in this c·oundl, as a clescPnclant of Henn·
1V. of France who had wishe<l he could
see a fowl in the pot of every prasant in
·the country. l::iir Edward Denham's
goodness as a man exceedf'CI his power as a
Governor.

I, sir, will miss him profoundlv as an
individual, because he has never · ceased
through all the years since he left this
colony to find time to drop me a letter of
encouragement in my work in this Coun­
cil. In one of his letters he wrote to sav
tho.t if British Guiana can only keep the
st'1t out and succerd in getting the storm
water off the lancl prosperit.v would be{{in.
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He was thinking with the experiencr he 
gained he1-e that drainage of the coast lands 
was a necessity and even iu Jamaica he 
would write me about it. T shall miss 
him because of these encouraging words 
from time to time. But, sir, there is 
after all some compensation because death 
is common to all. Few men have had the 
opportunity of seeing their own epitaph 
erected. God permitted him not only to 
see it in this country but he lived 
to erect it himself. I well rrmember 
the day when we stood on Denhnm Bridgt­
and I saw him in his usual style step up 
to the ribbon which was drawn ncrosi; the 
bridge and snap it with a pair of golden 
scissors. 

He is no more and we deplore the loss. 
The news that Sir Edward Denham is 
dead is news to British Guiana and I 
think, sir, it is news to the world, 
especially the Colonia.1 Empire of H is 
Majesty the King. I was inclined, sir, to 

thr belief, and l still feel so, that even in 
thi great sorrow there is some pleasure 
because it serves to bring out the love and 
esteem which a man can get in a way that 
no ordi11a1·y event gives. I endorRe the 
word8 said by the two prnvious speakers 
and r join in asking Government to 
forward to Lady Denham fo1· whom we 
have the greatest sympathy, love and 
esteem, onr great regret in her great 
SOl'l'OW, 

}Io tiou was carried unanimously, all 
members standing. 

THE PRtrnIDRNT: I will forthwith 
comwunicitte the terms of this motion to 
the Government of Jamaica and the 
Secretary of �tate for the Colonies for 
communication to Lady Denham. 

The Council adjourned until Tuesday, 
7th June, at 11 o'clock. 

,. 
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