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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Friday, 6th April, 1945,

The Council met at 2 p.m., the Hon.
G. Woolford, O.B.E., K.C.,, Deputy
*resident, in the Chair.

]

‘7

PRESENT.

The Deputy President, the Tlon.
E. G. Woolford, O0.B.E.,, K.C.. (New
Amsterdam.)

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr, E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon, the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E.

(Georgetown North).

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western
Essequibo).

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O0.B.E.
‘Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Rerbice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob
Western District).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

The Hon. A. M, Edun (Nominated).
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The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon. A. A. Thorne (Nomi:
nated).

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 5th April, 1945, as
printed and circulated, were taken as
read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.
THE PRESIDENT'S ABSENCE,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: His
Excellency the President is unable to be
here this afternoon and has asked me to
take the chair,

RECONSTRUCTION OF BISHOPS’
HI1GH SCHOOL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY com-
municated the following Message:—

MESSAGE No. 32.

Honourable Members of Legislative Coun-
cil.

The Council will recall that the Gov-
ernor’s Message No. 2, dated the 13th of
November, 1942, set out the terms and
conditions on which the Bishops’ High
School for Girls was taken over by the
Government, At that time the capital out-
lay involved was tentatively estimated at—

Purchase of land and

building $17,436.00
Rebuilding and equip-
ping $77,385.00

$94,821.00

towards which there was an anticipated
free grant of $50,000 under the Colonial
Development and Welfare Act, leaving a
net sum of $44,821 to be provided from
local funds. The financial arrangements
were approved by this Council by Resolu-
tion No. IX of the 30th of December, 1942,
and the sanction of the Secretary of State
for the Colonies was subsequently received,
together with an intimation that the antici-
pated grant under the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welf re Act had also been
authorised.
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2. As actual reconstruction work on
the School was not considered possible in
1943 owing to shortage of building
material, no funds were provided on the
Estimates for that year. The sum of
$20,000 was provided in the 1944 Estimates
to cover the cost of materials ordered from
the United States of America, but no
expenditure was incurred in that year and
the vote has lapsed- Meanwhile, howaver,
sketch plans were prepared and forwarded
to the. Town Planning and Architectural
Adviser attached to the staff of the Comp-
troller for Development and Welfare in
the West Indies who used them as the
basis for new designs which have been the
subject of several discussions with the
Director of Public Works, the Schoo!'s
Board of Governors and the technical staff
of the Architectural Adviser in the light
of local requirements, and agreement has
now been reached.

3. The agreed designs contemplate a
seating capacity of fourteen standard class-
rooms for 400 pupils and eight specialist
rooms. The cost of rebuilding and equip-
ping (apart from the eost of purchase of
land and buildings) is now estimated by
the Director of Public Works at $110,000
including access roadway, playing fields
and other ancillary works, and the revised
capital outlay is therefore:

Capital Expenditure.
(a) Purchase of build-

ings and land $ 17436
(b) Rebuilding and
equipping $110,000
$127,436
(c) Free grant under
the Colonial Devel-
opment and Wel-
fare act $ 50,000
(d) Local Funds $ 77,436
$127,436

The new designs accordingly involve
the provision from local funds of a sum of
$77,436, instead of $44,821—an increase of
$32,615.

4. Arrangements have now been made
to commence work on the resiting of
certain existing structures, nurchase of
materials and the initiation of other pre-
liminaries, and the Council is accordingly
Invited to approve of the revised proposals
and to undertake to vote the necessary
funds as required from time to time.

GORDON LETHEM,
Governor.
29th March, 19435,
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REPORT ON SUBORDINATE MEDICAL
EMPLOYEES.

Mr. LEE: I would like to know
exactly what is the procedure in respect
of questioning, why a certain report has
not been laid on the table. I know a
departmental report of the Subordinate
Medical Employees has been sent to
Government and that due notice will be
taken of it, but I would like to know
why it has not been presented to this
Council.

The COLONIAL SECRE1ARY: The
report is addressed to the Governor
and is now under consideration by His
Excellency.

Mr. LEE: You see, Sir,—

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I can-
not allow you to debate it. Did you
send in the report yourself?

Mr, LEE: No.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:
addressed to the Governor?

Is it

Mr. LEE: It is.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then
it does not come before this Council’s
notice unless it is referred to it by him.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES.

RECONSTRUCTION OF BISHOPS’
Hicu ScHoOL.'

The COLONIAL SECRETARY g2a
notice of the following motion:—

That, with reference to Governol’s
Message No, 32 dated the 29th of Margh,
1945, this Council approves of the reviged
proposals regarding the acquisition, rebuild-
ing and equipping of the Bishops’ High
School for Girls at a total cost of $127,436
as set out in that Message, and undertakes
to vote the necessary funds as required
from tire to time,
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UNOFFICIAL NOTICES.

CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT BANKS
ORDINANCE.

Mr. LEE: I beg to give notice of
a motion to amend the Co-operative
Credit Banks Ordinance, No. 16 of 1914.

ORDER OF THE DAY.
UNIFIED WEST INDIAN CURRENCY.

MOTION—That, with reference to the
Governor’s Message No. 22 of the 27th of
January, 1944, this Council approves in
principle of the early establishment of a
unified currency note issued for the British
West Indies and Eritish Guiana to replace
the existing separate currency note issues
of each Cblony. Such unified currency
notes to be issued in denominations
expressed both in dollars and in the
equivalent in sterling at the existing fixed
value of four shillings and two pence to
the dollar.

This Council further approves of the
unified currency note issue being con-
trolled by a joint local board constituted
by representatives of the Colonies con-
cerned,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
motion standing in my name is of
some importance and I regret the
attendance is so small because Govern-
ment wishes to have a full represen-
tative view on this subject. The motion
vefers to Message No. 22, dated 27Tth
January, 1944, from the Governor to
this Council, which was issued to Mem-
bers of Council over a year ago, and I
can only hope Members have got copies
of that Message. If, as I think it is
likely, they have not got copies it may be
desirable to refer in some detail to the
contents of the Message. I am sorry
there are no copies available because all
the spares have been destroyed in the
fire at the Argosy premises. The Mes-
sage was given very wide publicity.
Copies were sent to the Chambers of
Commerce of Georgetown and New
Amsterdam and published in the Press
with the idea of enlisting the views of
authoritative bodies and also of the
general public.
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The Message to which I refer con-
tained a memorandum sent to this
Colony and the West Indian Colonies by
the Secretary of State for the Colonies
on the subject of the establishment of a
unified West Indian Currency. The
Message pointed out that in 1923 an
authoritative Committee which was
known as the West Indian Currency
Committee made an exhaustive review
of the currency situation in the West
Indies and British Guiana and came to
the conclusion that it was desirable to
unify the various currency systems in
those Colonies. Of course this subject
of unification of the currency has been
on the tapis for many years before 1933,
but that Committee was the first which
made a definite and authoritative pra-
nouncement on the subject.

Mr. JACOB: May I rise to a point
of order, as the hon. mover of this motion
is saying this is a most important mat-
ter! The Message was circulated in
January, 1944, and this is the first inti-
mation since then that I have that the
matter is to be debated now. The Order
Paper was not even sent out, and T am
at a loss to follow what is being stated.
I do not think it would be wise to
pursue this matter. I think Members
should be supplied with copies of the
Message.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The
hon. Member was in his seat yesterday
afternoon when the hon. the Colo-
nial Treasurer remarked that it
was a matter of importance and
he would prefer to introduce the
motion today. If the hon. Member had
said so yesterday, steps would
have been taken to give the informa-

tion required. In other words, I
suggest to the hon. Member that
the matter might be opened
by the hon. the Coloniul

Treasurer so as to save time, and no
final decision need be taken today.
Those Members who are absent will
have the benefit of reading tomorrow
what the hon. the Colonial Treasurer
has said, and so supply the deficiency
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owing to the inability to supply hon.
Members with another Message.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Quite
apart from that, this motion has
been on the Order Paper since the 13th
March and has remained continually
there since I gave notice on that date.
Yesterday it was to be taken and, as the
Deputy President has said, I asked the
President to allow the Council to take
it today. Nevertheless we are in the
hands of the Council. If the Council
wish it to be deferred, someone can
move a motion to that effect.

Mr. JACOB: Because of the noise
going on over the way I can hardly
hear. I did not hear yesterday that this
motion was going to be debated today.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Until
the hon. Member is called upon to speak,
I suggest he should come and sit with
me here. I think it would be to the
convenience of Members for the hon.
the Colonial Treasurer te continue to
speak on this motion.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: As
I was saying when I was interrupted,
this subject was considered by a Com-
mittee in 1923 which came to the con-
clusion that, although it was desirable to
take steps to unify West Indian cur-
rency, there were several obstacles in
the way. Those obstacles were—firstly,
there were large surpluses of British
silver in the West Indian Colonies which
could not be got rid of at the time;
secondly, the circulation ef bank notes
played a very predominant part in the
circulation of paper currency in all
these Colonies; and thirdly, the Colo-
nies had somewhat different monetary
units of account; for example, most
Members know that up to quite recently
in Trinidad the Government Accounts
were kept in pounds sterling, whereas
in British Guiana we keep our accounts
in what is known as British West In-
dies dollars.

The Secretary of State pointed out
in the memorandum that at the present
time most of those obstacles have dis-
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appeared. Most of the surplus British
silver has been got rid of for the simple
reason that the currency notes issued
in all the West Indian Colonies have
been put on a sterling basis. That is to
say, they are not backed by large quan-
tities of silver but by sterling securi-
ties held in London. Since that time
all surplus silver has been repatriated
to the United Kingdom. Next, as we
were told when the hon. the
Sixth Nominated Member’s recent
motion was  being debated, the
circulation of bank notes has tallen
considerably. One rarely sees Bank
Notes in this Colony these days.
A predominant part is played by the
Government Currency notes in all the
Colonies. Since the war, arrangements
have been made whereby the currency
notes of the three major Colonies are
accepted as legal tender in all those
Colonies. For instance, the British
Guiana Government note is accepted as
legal tender in Trinidad and Barbados,
and vice-versa; and the Trinidad note
is accepted as legal tender in the Lee-
ward and Windward Islands. The result
is, that while this is convenient there is
some confusion. That does not appear
in this Colony but very much in Barba-
dos where if you are a traveller you may
be paid in notes—red British Guiana,
dollar notes, blue Trinidad dollar notes
green $2.00 British Guiana notes, red
Trinidad $2 notes and multi-coloured
Barbados notes. We in this Colony
have now allowed that confusion to take
place here because the Currency Com-
missioners have arbitrarily and with the
co-operation of the Banks prevented the
unrestricted circulation of notes of the
other Colonies, but nevertheless it is a
fact that the notes of each Colony ar
legal tender in the other Colonies. ¢
am referring of course to the Coloniés °
of the Eastern group and not to
Jamaica).

The position has now been reached
where these obstacles which existed in
1923 no longer occur, and the Secretary
of State has accordingly suggested
that the time may now be ripe
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for an attempt to be made to
unify our West Indian currency.
Such unification envisages con-

trol by a single Board and also a new
West Indian coinage, but obviously the
time is not ripe for introducing a new
West Indian coinage as we cannot get it
minted at the present time. Therefore
what the Secretary of State proposes is
that there should we, at least for the
present, a unification of the currency
inotes issued by all the (olonies eon-
cerned, and then at a later date we
should consider the introduction of a
new West Indian coinage. Several
points arise as the result of that sug-
gestion. First of all, shall we accept it
at all? Do we in British Guiana feel
it is desirable for us to join in a unified
currency with the West Indies? We have
for many years talked about ‘“the con-
tinental destiny of British Guiana” and
that we like to paddle our own canoe.
In Barbados when members of this
Colony attended the West Indian Con-
ference held there last year, we spoke
of British Guiana’s “continental destiny™
and thereafter we were jokingly referred
to as the representatives of the South
American continent. It was, however,
a recognition of our peculiar position.
Notwithstanding all the facts I think it
is true to say that we are now and quite
likely to remain for some time allied
economically to the West Indies and,

therefore, it does seem the proper
thing to do to join in any unifis
cation of the currency. As stated in

the Memorandum this would strengthen
and facilitate trade and intercourse
between ourselves and the Islands.

The next thing is, if there is such
a unified currency what form shall it
take? Shall we adopt at once a new
unit of account? It has been suggested
that many people arriving in this Colony
from abroad find it difficult to dissociate
in their minds the West Indian dollar
as we know it from the American dollar,
They think the West Indian dollar is
connected in some way with the Ameri-
can or Canadian dollar. People coming
from England find it difficult to think in
terms of dollars. I have noticed that the
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hon. the Colonial Secretary and at times
His Excellency the Governor find it very
difficult to appreciate the true value of
an amount when described in our dol-
lars. In their minds they convert it
back to sterling. And so people com-
ing from abroad would like to find a
unit of account in British Guiana and
the West Indies which is arithmetically
tied to the pound sterling—say a dollar
(or call it what you like) which when
multiplied by a precise figure equals one
pound sterling. It was suggesied
in Trinidad, for instance, that the
monetary unit should be a “Royal” of
the value of two shillings (2/-) so that
16 “Reyals” would exactly equal one
pound (£1).

should
Should

The next point 1is, who
control this unified currency?
it Dbe controlled by a Board existing
in the West Indies or London? There
are examples of London Boards control-
ling currency of the Colonies. The East
African Currency Board sit in Londoa
and control all the currency, both notes
and coins, of those Colonies, and the
same thing can happen here.

Government tried to find out what
public opinion really wants in this
Colony. We approached the Chambers
of Commerce in Georgetown and New
Amsterdam. We had this memorandum
published in the Press. We obseivad
the leaders in the Press. We observed
the various letters that appeared from
time to time, and we think we have
come to the proper conclusion as to

what the public here would like. That
conclusion is embodied in the motion
before the Council today. The main

point is that we think that in British
Guiana there would be a definite
objection to any change whatsoever in
the present monetary unit of account,
that is, the dollar of the value of four
shillings and two pence. We feel that
the people of the Colony for a long
number of years have got accustomed
to value wealth in terms of dollars and
it would be a disservice to the Colony
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to change it at the present time merely
for the advantage of tying it to the
pound sterling by some simple process
of multiplication. It is a curious thing
that as long as people have got accus-
tomed to a particular unit of account
they would very rarely wish to make a
change. It is a point that on the sugar
estates, even today, wages are still paid
in four-penny “bitts,” being the former
equivalent of the “quarter guilder.”
They are not actually so paid but are
accounted for and called in “bitts.” I
am amazed at the facility of the Over-
seers in converting the “bitts” into
dollars and shillings, and the labourers
too. Imagine what confusion would
result if we change our dollar system
and introduce some new unit! One very
great difficulty which would also result
is that all comparative statistics frcm
year to year would have to be changed.
If after the change a comparison with
say 1933 has to be made we would have
to change all the statistics into the new
unit of account. We would find it
extremely disagreeable to do so. So the
motion before the Council assumes that
if there is a wnified currency we shall
stick to our West Indian dollar; but
we make this concession, that the new
unified note while stating the dollar
should also have the sterling equivalent
denoted on it. That is, the $1 note will
have four shilings and two pence (4/2)
denoted in some corner, the $5 mnote
will have £1.0s.10d. and so on.

1 come now to the question of the
Board. As I said, there are examples
of London Boards controlling Colonial
currency. The people of Barbados passed
a definite resolution accepting this
Unified Currency Scheme but demand-
ing that the Board shall be in the West
Indies. The Chamber of Commercs of
Georgetown emphatically declared that
the controlling Board should be resi-
dent in the West Indies. That may be
all very well, but on the other hand we
know there is a lot of jealousy among
the Colonies. If the Board is to be
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established in the West Indies we will
have to decide whether it is to be resi-
dent in Trinidad, or Barbados, or
British Guiana. Every Colony will see
to it that the other does not get any
dominance over it. That, therefore, is
in favour of a London Board. Never-
theless the Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce definitely came out in favour
of a local Board and, therefore, this
motion before the Council adopts tne
idea of a local Board.

I have been asked by the hon.
Member on my right (Mr. Seaford) to
say what the Board will have to do. The
Board will at first have no more to do
than the present Currency Board in
each Colony. So long as the unified
currency is only a note issue the Board
will only look after the issue of curren-
cy notes. They will arrange for the
printing and supply of the new notes
of the various designs, look after the
supply of each Colony in accordance
with requirements, invest the proceeds
with proper securities and distribute
the income from those investments in
the proper proportion to each of :che
Colonies concerned. That will be the
main function of the Board. Of course
the meetings will not necessarily be
frequent; they may have to meet once
or twice a year. When, however, the
time comes for a new coinage to bhe
introduced, there will be a different
story. The Board will have a good deal
more work to do. They will have to look
after the minting of the coins and
assemble all the surplus British silver
still in the Colonies, and they will have
to establish a fairly lurge staff. That
of course is a long ranze problem.

To return to the motion, I think at
this stage I had better read the motion.
It states:

“That, with reference to the Governor's
Message No. 22 of the 27th January, 1944,
this Council approves in principle of the
early establishment of a unified currency
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note issue for the British West Indies and
British Guiana to replace the existing
separate currency note issues of each
Colony. Such unified currency notes to ke
issued in denominations expressed both
in dollars and in the equivalent in
sterling at the existing fixed value of
four shillings and two pence to the
dollar.

“This Council further approves of the
unified currency note issue being con-
trolled by a joint local board constituted
by representatives of the Colonies con-
cerned.”

So Members will have this in mind.
Do they want a unified currency or
not? If hon. Members do not, then
reject the whole motion. Do hon. Mem-
bers want a new monetary unit of
account or prefer to carry on with the

dollar? If hon. Members prefer that
the unit of account should be a new
one then, perhaps, some Member who

has that view may move an amendment

to the motion to express his view.
Lastly, do hon. Members think the
Board should be in London? If they

do, an amendment should be moved in
that sense. Government will be glad to
have the views of Members. It is very
important and I am very sorry that
the commercial Members of the Council
are not as well represented in Council
today as I had hoped. I now ask that
the motion be thrown open for the
purpose of discussion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY se-
conded.

Mr. LEE: I would like to find out
what is the income derived at the
present time by this Colony from the
circulation of currency notes and
seigniorage in these Colonies, and what
will be the percentage if a unified
currency in the West Indies is intro-
duced, of the profits or income this
Colony will receive. T would like to
know that before I speak on the motion.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Of
course the hon. Member is asking for
precise facts which I cannot give at the
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moment. Due entirely to war services
we are deriving around $90,000 from
currency notes. That will not continue.
As the notes circulation grows less, as
it must, the income from that fund will
of course drop.

So far as seigniorage of coins is
concerned, what we are using is British -
silver, therefore we get no seigniorage
from it. There is one coin which is
peculiar to British Guiana—the four-
penny bitt—and we do get a little
profit from the mining of that bitt. I
should add, though, that for the time
being any profit we are getting from
that we are holding in reserve because
we have to replace the United States
silver from which it is made. We are
borrowing that silver as it were, and
any profit we make is being held in
reserve. Obviously I canr.lot say Wwhat
our profits will be from the unified
currency note issue, but it would he
calculated and based on the proportion
which our note -circulation in this
Colony bears to the total circulation of
all the Colonies concerned. So that we
may say that it would not affect the
position at all. Whether we have our
own notes or use the unified notes the
position would be the same.

Mr. EDUN: I am somewhat ner-
turbed over this measure of super-
imposition on us. I think I should read
from the memorandum submitted cn
this matter by the Colonial Treasucer.
Reading between the lines I see that
this 1is an attempt to land us into the
periphery of West Indian federation
which we will oppose with all our
strength and minds. Let us see what
the Treasurer has to say on this
matter:—

“The idea of unification with the West
Indies in any sphere, political, economic
or financial, has not been very popular
in the past in this Colony and, in fact,
there’ has been a large body of opinion
definitely opposed to it. However. less
strongly  isolationist views  probably
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prevail to-day, and there is a growing
disbelief in the ‘continental destiny’ of
British Guiana.”

By “today” I think the Treasurer
means last year—in January, 1944.
Reading further the Treasurer says:—

“Unification of the currency can and
might be one of the first steps towards
fiscal and political unity of the West
Indies; and full economic co-operation
between the Colonies is now a feature of
the declared policy of the Comptroller
for Development and Welfare.”

I have been privileged to listen to
a very able speech by His Excellency
the Governor on the ideal of continent-
al destiny and the potentialities of this
big country. I have in my own sphere—
perhaps my sphere of influence is
larger than that of the Colonial
Treasurer in this country, for he may
be in contact with a few people, perhaps
4 few members of the Chamber of
Commierce, officials of the Government
and perhaps members of the George-
town Club—but I happen to be in
contact with thousands of people, and
I will follow the lead given by the Gov-
ernor that this country is a continental
one and its destiny should be the same.

I feel some suspicion about the
superimposition of a West Indian
currency—that it will make British
Guiana a unit of the other Colonies. I
am definitely opposed to this measure
because I see in it the danger of reduc-
ing the status of this country to that
of a West Indian Colony. Let me say
where, this idea has come from.
The Colonial Treasurer’s memorandum
states:—

“.....and full co-operation between the
Colonies is now a feature of the declared
policy of the Comptroller for Develop-
ment and Welfare.”

Are we children to follow the
Comptroller for Development and Wel-
fare? Are we just to be led by him
because he has recommended a grant
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here and there for this country?
Because he says so must we tumble
head over heels and follow countries
like Trinidad? I think this is an
attempt to strangle the vastness of
this country. I want to ask the Colon-
ial Treasurer whether he has been able
to secure public opinion on this matter
by gallop poll? He says that the propo-
sal was published in the newspapers,
and that the Chambers of Commerce in
Georgetown and New Amsterdam have
expressed their views on it, and that
was enough for him to bring this
motion, expecting that the people of the
Colony would support it. I absolutely
do not agree with him, and I think the
measure should be withdrawn. Frankly,
if British Guiana currency notes have
become legal tender in the other
Colonies what else do we want? Why
not let us have our own identity?
Would it be believed that this Legisla-
ture is being asked to waive $90,000
for the mere pittance of getting some-
thing out of a Board?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: T
am sorry to interrupt the hon. Mem-
ber. I tried to explain that it would
make no financial difference whatever
in our revenue because the revenue
that would be derived would be exactly
equal to what we would get from our
own circulation.

Mr EDUN: That is a matter _of
opinion. That is a theory expressed by
the Treasurer, but here I am seeing
the practical thing before me. The
profit from the circulation of British
Guiana currency notes is $90,000. Must
I, as a Member of this Council, throw
away that substance hoping to get a
shadow? I am sure our income would
be reduced to nothing. A Board
created for the control of West Indian
currency would require a huge staff,
and all the income derived from the
note circulation would go towards pay-
ing that staff.
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1 think this measure ought not to
be supported at all. We should throw
it out because I feel it is a superimposi-

tion on us by the Comptroller for
Development and Welfare. I have
spoken strongly on this question

because I am asking myself: how wiil
this West Indian currency fit in with

that war stunt—the Anglo-American
Caribbean Commission? Is the Anglo-
American Commission only a war

stunt to fool the people of the Carib-
bean Colonies? Is- this another war
stunt? I read something (I cannot find
the paper) in which it was definitely
mooted by the Colonial Office that this
measure would hurt the American
Government, and would be inimical to
the spirit in which the Anglo-American
Caribbean Commission was created.
Are we at this juncture trying to
defeat the spirit of unity among the
Allied Governments? What has Governor
Tussag to say about this?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tussag

is not yet a Governor. He is the
co-Chairman of the Commission.
Mr. EDUN: I think thi measure

would not be in harmony with the spirit
of the Anglo-American Caribbean Com-
mission, but perhaps the Colonial Treas-
urer knows more about that than I do.
He was a member of that Commission.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
was never a member of the Commission.
I was a delegate at the Conference at
Barbados, a different matter altogether.

Mr. EDUN: In any case I have
spoken very strongly on the motion
because I feel that the time is not ripe
yet. Let us get out of the war and see
what the new features will be in peace
time. Why rush this matter? We are
getting $90,000 income from our cur-
rency note circulation now. Why put
that in conjecture? I am unable to
see any social, economic or financial
benefit from this measure. Is it an
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Imperial policy? What is it? 1 woula
be glad to know whether this matter
will be determined by plebiscite. I am
sure that the majority of the people
would throw it out because, having been
imbued with the continental destiny of
this country, they wish it to have
its own currency and the status of
our Civil Service raised to that of a
first-class Colony. I feel very strongly
about it and T am going to vote against
the motion.

Dr. SINGH: A good deal hinges
on the information I desire to obtain
What are we in British Guiana? Are
we the West Indies or ‘separate from
them? If we are with the West Indies
I feel inclined to support the motion, but
if not I shall have to reject it. It all
depends on the definition we are going
to obtain from the Colonial Treasurer.

Mr. THORNE: I think I should
come in at this stage. I believe that
when the West Indian Royal Commission
came here they definitely indicated to
the people of this country that one of
the things which had kept them back all
these years was their policy of isola-
tion, and if I am not mistaken that
Commission day after day endeavoured
to impress upon those who appeared
before them to drop the word “Guianese”
and to use the words “West Indians” in
relation to the peoples living in the area
visited by the Commission. I think T
can say so without contradiction. Were
those members of the Commission
statesmen, or were they merely neo-
phytes? I do not think we could attempt
to say that we have here in this Cham-
ber anybody who can see as they saw,
and who could probe as they probed
Therefore I think we can do very well
indeed to consider the angle from which
they looked at these things.

About 20 years ago in this very
Chamber a fearful mistake was made
to carry out the idea of separating
British Guiana from the West Indies.
We refused to allow potatoes from
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Barbados to come into this countiy.
The consequence was that West Indians
telt that they had no interest whatever
in British Guiana rice. 1t seems to me
today that the memories of some people
are so short that they do not realize
that. When they retfused to ailow
West Indian products to come here and
wanted the west Indies to take our
rice, even at a loss, they could not see
that they themselves, by their speeches,
conduct and action, prevented that unity
and harmony that was essential. [
shudder to think what would happen if
New Zealand would have nothing to do
with Australia. If New Zealand and
Australia can go along together
geographically, politically and other-
wise, I cannot see why the West Indies
and British Guiana cannot do likewise.
Is it fear that Guianese are so small
and so resemble pigmies that if they
were allied with the West Indies they
would lose manhood? I think not. I
have lived in this country for half a
century but I am still sometimes dubbed
a West Indian although I have given my
life for the good of this country of my
adoption. I simply laugh when such
suggestions are made, because I realize
that I have been more Guianese than a
large number of people who were born
in this country. I have given more to
this country than to the country in
which I was born, and which educated
me.

Here is a country which has mnot
been able to progress for 50 years
because of lack of population. I
have been at various periods associ-
ated with capitalists who very
nearly came here to develop this
country. The question of populaticn
arose—if they invested capital where
would they get the necessary popu-
lation? Perhaps some Members fecl
that the destiny of British Guiana
would be higher if it were made
a Colony of India. Let us move
along with our neighbours in the West
Indies who have contributed very
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largely to our population. Shall Brit-
1sh Guiana stretch over thousands of
miles towards lndia, or march side by
side with the West Indian Colonies?
The Mother Country is showing her
interest in endeavouring to give us the
necessary opportunities to cultivate the
minds of the people of the country,
more indeed than the accumulation of
money which some people may hoard
and not use. We are told now that we
are to have a West Indian University.
I am flabbergasted at the thought that
a West Indian University would be a
failure—that we must have a separate
University for British Guiana, one in
which we would teach the language of
India, and not a University which would
provide general culture, teach all
the languages and all the -cultures
possible, and select those which are
best for the country.

I would have no fear in going to
the people of the country and putting
these issues fairly and squarely beifore
them, because they realize that the
British Government has seen what it
has to do in this part of the world. It
is looking in the right direction to see
that we benefit by the opportunities
given us. I do not believe that a
couple of million pounds distributed
through the Anglo-American Caribbean
Commission is a war stunt. I refuse
to believe that what is being done here
is being done because of Hitler. Those
who say it is a war stunt believe that
it is because of what the Germans have
done. My own regret is that I have not
had the privilege of reading the report
of the Royal Commission in its entirety.
I believe that speeches made here on
this subject will be weighed and careful-
ly considered in the West Indies and
the Mother Country, and I hope Mem-
bers will take a long view.

Unfortunately, in this Colony man
are usually regarded and measured by
the money they leave behind—a sorry
picture so far as I am concerned. |
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am not forsaking what I have been
taught, and I unhesitatingly say that
the people of the Colony are anxious to
go forward, and what we shall preach
is that the sooner we can get into close
contact with our neighbours, Venezuela,
Brazil, and the West Indies, and
have people from those countries
coming here more freely and feeling
that they are at home, the better it
would be for this country. The people
in the West Indies are under the Brit-
ish flag, and I prefer the British flag.
I have been to the United States of
America where I could have remained
and made’ a fortune. I have refused
good positions there which would have
brought me a handsome income, but
that did not appeal to me. I preferred
and still prefer the culture that was
given me at birth, the culture of my
youth and the culture which I have
endeavoured all my life to live up to
and to disseminate as part of my duty.

T sincerely Lope that the people off
this country will realize that now that
we are talking about progress we must
have the West Indies closely allied to
us. We want to trade with Venezuela
and Brazil, but that does not mean that
we must place our destiny with theirs.
We must ask Venezuela and Brazil to
give us assistance until we can get our
independence. Some of us -may say:
“Let us go to Brazil and take the same
line of action.” I do not support that.
I have been hoping for and looking
forward to the West Indies and British
Guiana getting a measure of self-
government and Dominion status, and
rising to the position which they can
occupy. I Dbelieve that the young
people in this Colony and the West
Indies are now seeing the rising sun a
little bit more than the dawn, and they
would look upon us as lacking in fore-
sight and gratitude if we did not
accept this proposal.

Show me another Government in
history which has done more for its
people than the British Government
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has done. (Applause). We would be
lacking in gratitude if we cut loose
from the West Indies with their British
outlook and declare ourselves a sepi-
rate unit where we have the two major
races at each other’s throat, and where
one race would say: “We look to India,”
and the other “We look to Great Brit-
ain.” That is what is bound to happen,
and those of us who have the courage
of our convictions would strike it in
the head now. We are not prepared to
have any such thing here; we are not
prepared to have any racial strife here.
When we say that we do not want
development under the British flag
where are we going to? We own no
home; where can we go to? We are a
new race of different strains, and we
have to develop ourselves. We cannot
say we are going back to any country.

We are on the eve of getting a
West Indian University, and something
is being done to give our people scholar-
ships. Are we to turn back and say.
we do not want those things? After
all we talk about the vastness of British
Guiana. What is the bulk of its size?
Forests and desolation. To talk about
its size is to talk nonsense. What we
have to talk about is the number of
people, and teach them character and a
proper outlook on life. We do not
want some people to stand up and keep
other people in ignorance and wor-
shipping Sahib. We are below the level
of the sea in every sense of the word—
not physically only but morally and
mentally. Let us realize that and try
to rise.

I am going to support this motion
because I have been thinking along
these lines and pleading for ur_lifibation
between the West Indies and British
Guiana. I had the temerity here about
30 years ago to suggest that we should
attract the surplus population from
Barbados and Jamaica to this Colony,
and I believe that if that were done now
we would get development. Some
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people can make good on the coastianas,
put otners cannot. L would like to see
the west lnales and britisn  Guiana
vrought into one, and this Colony
developed and opened up. We should
be tirst West lndians and after that
Guianese. There is no harm in a
person being described in Great Britain
as a Yorkshireman, but he is an English-
man first. We should be West lndians
first, and as we develop sufficiently we
can say we are Jamaicans, Trinidadians,
Barbadians or Guianese, but we cannot
say yet that we are Guianese. I have
been in this Colony nearly 55 years,
and I feel that we can say so less 10w
than before. Some of us, when it suits
us, say we are Guianese. The only ‘way
to kill that is to have West Indians
first, taking it from Honduras right
round to here. After all, it is true we
all start at the same point. We are the
oldest people outside the Aborigines,
the others have just come in. Let us go
on together. I do not see there is
.anything to prevent us becoming a
separate independent South American
Colony. I do not see anything against
that. Newfoundland and Canada were
all in the first instance known as British
North America, and when they devel-
oped and wanted to carry on on thair
own they were allowed to do so. Let us
work together as one. I sincerely hope
and I am looking forward to the
Imperial Government going ahead with
the job of putting money in this Colony
and bringing the surplus West Indian
population in. I cannot see how you
are going to have that done if you say
you are going to have small compart-
ments each kicking against the other.
As soon as they are put in one large
group and they see value in each other
the better it is. I heartily support this
motion as being in keeping with all that
has been done since the West India
Royal Commission.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before
another hon. Member speaks 1 would
like to say that I had allowed the last
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hon. Member great latitude, as I felt he
was encouraged to make the remarks he
did by the non. the Colonial Treasur-
er’'s reference to the Colony’s destiny.
But I must remind the Council that the
subject under discussion is not a com-
mon nationality or a common flag but
to have a common currency note, a
practical unity of currency, something
of wvalue to be circulated within the
Colonies. No one is against feeling West
Indian, whether that person is coming
from Barbados, or St. Vincent, or Trin-
idad. All' that person and one in this
Colony want to know is whether he is
going to get full value for the currency
note per dollar. I have not heard
myself any reference made to the ques-
tion of the design on the note. As you
are all aware, our design pictures the
Kaieteur Falls, and I think that is so
largely a matter of destiny. I would
be glad when the hon. the Colonial
Treasurer does speak again that some
reference be made of the importance in
all the Colonies of keeping their design
on the notes.

Mr. JACOB: You have ruled the
last speaker to have been out of order
but your ruling came a little late.

The DEPUTY
never ruled.

PRESIDENT: 1

Mr. JACOB: I find myself wholly
in favour with this motion in principle.
1 am of the firm opinion that if any-
thing is to be done for this Colony, for
the native peoples, it takes the longest
possible time and sometimes when it
does come along the results or benefits
are so few and little. I advocated years
ago that there should have been more
Government notes circulation of every
denomination. After a long time, [
believe, we have more Government notes
now but not of everv denomination, and

the result of that has been that
the two local Banks have had to
complain that a great deal of
their revenue has been lost and
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to seek to get their licence fee reduced.
It was a very profitable business to
them and, I believe, this Government
delayed too long to take over that very
profitable business. I can foresee this
is going to be a very profitable business
for this Colony and the entire West
Indies. When the hon. the Sixth Nomi-
nated Member said there can be no
economic benefit to the Colony by this
system, I must say, he had not probably
grasped the essentials of this motion.
I said I am in favour of the motion in
principle. I do not understand it to
mean there will be one design of note
for the entire West Indies. If that is
so, I would suggest it would not be the
best thing for British Guiana. It
there is going to be a general mix-up
in the issue of West Indian currency
notes, it would be most difficult to
apportion the profits and British Gui-
ana being a growing Colony, a Colony
we have been told over and over again
and I believe with vast potentialities,
it would not be to its advantage.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
do not like to interrupt, but theve
should not be any difficulty whatever
because the Control Board would have
a complete record of the notes issued
and in circulation in each Colony and
the profits would be distributed in
proportion to the currency in circula-
tion in the contributing Colonies.
Furthermore no difficulty is experi-
enced in the African Colonies whicn
follow that system. The East African
Currency Board has functioned for
many years with notes in more than
one Colony and there has been no
difficulty in apportioning properly the
profits payable to each Colony.

Mr. JACOB: I want time to
consider that aspect of the matter. It
is most unfortunate what goes on in
this Colony. If you are going to base
the future on the past or the present,
British Guiana is going to be in the
background, It may be that, when you
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take the notes in circulation here, there
may be some kind of valuation put on
the notes in circulation, but there is
going to be a lot of losses in transit
between British Guiana and the other
Colonies. I maintain that each Colony
should maintain its own identity. At
the present time the Trinidad $1 and
$2 notes cause confusion with the Bri-
tish Guiana notes, and in that respect
if you have a unified system in coiour
British Guiana should have its own
notes printed separately so that if we
made a profit it should be for us
separately. I am not in favour and, I
think, I would have to be very thor-
oughly convinced that it would be the
best thing to have British Guiana mixed
up with the smaller and lesser West
Indian Colonies in regard to the shar-
ing of the profits.

As regards the question of the
people, I mu -t refer to what has been
stated by the last hon. Member in
regard to the different peoples inhabii-
ing these Colonies. It is unfortunate, 1
gay, that racial references are made in
this Legislature from time to time. I
think everyone of us should be prouvd
of our nationality and our Motherland
or Fatherland. There should be no
reference made to ' India and to the
peoples of India, who are here. If
some of us do feel that we should look
to India for inspiration, why should
we not? It was most unfortunate—

Mr. THORNE: I rise to a point
of correction! I never said that.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Asg
far as possible the hon. Member should
refrain from answering the hon. Mem-
ber along those lines. We all know
what he means.

Mr. JACOB: T only want to make
slight reference to it. I say the peoples
of India who are here have a perfect
right to refer to and get inspiration
from India, but it must be borne in
mind that we are all under the British
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Flag. If my hon. friend has no Mother-
land to look to and has to look to the
United Kingdom as his Motherland,
we do not object to that. The hon.
Member stated that Indians may look
to India but the Africans will have to
look to Great Britain.

Mr. THORNE: I did not say that.

Mr. JACOB: My hon. friend has
fotgotten.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Don't
you know and feel that reference is
not to every Indian but only to those
who think there should be some form
of control over this Government by
India? Surely tlat is not inspiration.
Let us get on with the motion.

Mr. JACOB: I only want permis-
sion to make slight reference to it. 1
have unfortunately, maybe for British
Guiana, come to the conclusion that I
should leave British Guiana, and any-
thing I can do to encourage the people
of my race to leave British Guiana I
am inclined to do that, because I find
we have these racial references being
made and unfortunately this Govern-
ment is supporting the practice. That
is all I am going to say now, but I hope
that references of that kind will not be
made in future in this Council. You,
sir, as Deputy President, may recall
that since my entry here I have con-
sistently refrained from making racial
references, though no one is more
loyal to the race to which he belongs
than I am to mine, and I think it is
regrettable that racial references are
made by Government Officials not only
in this Colony but other places, in
Barbados recently, from time to time
and they are supported by Government.
I think the best thing we all ean do is
to look to our own Motherland, and
those who have nothing to look up to
are unfortunate, but those of us who
have some tradition, some heritage,
have an inherent, constitutional right
to look up to those things. That is all
I say about these racial references.
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My hon. friend referred to Domin-
ion Status. Unless we have this unified
currency, unless we have co-operation
with the West Indies in note issues
circulation and coinage, in Customs
Tariffs and things like those, this
unfortunate Crown Colony will hardly
go forward. I am of the considered
opinion that should be the case. I do
not share the view that British Guiana
has no continental destiny. But that is
so much bunkum and nonsense with a
population of 350,000 Put 3 to 5
million people here and carry on
as a continent and you may have a con-
tinental destiny but not as long as vou
have the Colonial Office bossing you
and tying red tapes around you. What
kind of continental destiny can we have
when the Colonial Office controls every
word uttered from that Chair? Every
single word is controlled by the Coloni-
al Office. You may smile, but I am
not referring to the present occupant
of the Chair. Every Governor is tied
up by some Letters Patent or Royal
Instructions, which must be carried out
and are given to him by His Majesty's
Secretary of State for the Colonies. It
is so much nonsense to talk of the
continental destiny of British Guiana
with a population of 350,000. Our
destiny is with the West Indies. We
view these things too lightly. If we
want to have progress, if we want
Indians to remain in the West Indies,
it is time that we do something or let
them all go back to their Mother
Country and leave here to the people
who make them what they are. I think
the time has come when the peoples of
these Colonies must work together and
not work against each other, and the
time has come when those of us who
talk race here, there and everywhere
must approach that first.

I take it, when we have an oppor-
tunity of this kind we should not talk
race and do something else. I have
never talked race. While we have

a certain number of Indians in British
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Guiana, we have a larger number 'n
Trinidad. I am very familiar with the
West Indies moreso than most Members
of this Council. I have made it a close
study. Returning to my point, British
Guiana with 350,000 people has practi-
cally half of that number as Indians.
Trinidad with about 600,000 people
has nearly 200,000 Indians. Jamaica
with more than 1,250,000 people has
about 25,000 Indians. Apart from
these three Colonies I do not think
the Indians total very much in tne
other West Indian Islands. If the
Indians in these three Colonies—Trini-
. dad, Jamaica and British Guiana—
decide to leave, what would be the
position of these Colonies? Will they be
better? I do not think so, and I do
urge all of us who talk race to
consider well what we say. Think of a
West Indian destiny we have to build
up. I think it is clearly understood, as
I have made it perfectly clear, that 1
am for a West Indian Federation, unity
in everything connected with the West
Indies. If that is so, it is certainly
foolish to think and sSuggest that the
Indians in these Colonies should not
co-operate. If it is going to be said
that those people should not look upon
their Motherland for inspiration so
that they could drink some of that
i.nspiration of a people whose tradition
is far greater than that of all the
peoples of the world. then the sooner
we get fed up and disgusted as I am
the better it will be for all races.

Returning to the point of British
Guiana’s identity, while I was talking
I. was giving the matter further con-
sideration and I felt it would be in the
interest of British Guiana to retain
its identity, to retain its own design
and to have it clearly made out to the
other West Indian Colonies that we
with our 350,000 people might have the
occasion to increase that number two
or three %imes what it is and there
would be greater note circulation as a
result and, therefore, it would be to our
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advantage to have our own note issves
specifically marked so that when the
proper time comes for the .checking
up of the issues of notes our own issue
could be known and we would be able
to know what is our appropriate profit
trom this new undertaking. I do not
pretend to know anything about this
matter, but I was wondering whether
the sum of $90,000 as annual profjj,
as stated by the hon. mover of the
motion, takes into account the possible
loss of notes, or whether the profit is
based purely on interest accrued from
investments. There must be a huge
deterioration of notes and loss by
various ways, and the profits shown
would certainly not be the real profits
that would accrue to this Colony. If
for no other reason-than for future
profits, there should be a time when
some check is made of it and British
Guiana’s identity would help very
largely in securing additional profits
from this new venture. I am sorry one
or two Members have spoken against
this motion. If they would consider
this matter they would not do so. I have
read various documents circulated since
1944 and made notes on them, but it
was not possible for me to find them.
I would just refresh my memory from
the documents the hon, the Seventh
Nominated Member showed me. I want
to congratulate Government at this late
stage in attempting to do this thing,
and I trust very much time is not lost
before this thing goes into operation.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I can only regard
this motion as a very timely one, and
I use those words advisedly. It is timely
in more than one sense. Those of us, who
can, will remember when the idea was
first mooted certain people felt that the
introduction of a Message of this kind
would probably result in a depleted cur-
rency in British Guiana. Government at
the time took immediate steps to allay
the fears in the minds of those people,
and I am very glad to see this motion
in its present form. 1 was somewhat
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surprised when I came into this Cham-
ber to find that certain hon. Members had
spoken against.the motion. It may well
be, as they have not had the opportunity
of studying the benefits to be derived
from a matter of this kihd but, per-
haps, they are unable to find useful
textbooks on the subject and so have
not given the matter the consideration
it deserves. Those of us who have given
it consideration have come to the con-
clusion that certainly it is a progres-
sive step to take, and so far as I am
concerned the motion will receive my
wholehearted support.

I was surprised at the position
because I remember distinctly at the
time it was mooted in this Council it
was first understood Government would
introduce its own note issue and then
after that increase it, because it was
held, and quite rightly too, that there
was profit in this undertaking which
was being used up by the Banks operat-
ing it. The idea now is to enlarge the
position by some sort of unificaticn
with the other West Indian Colonies. I
am not one who feels that this step will
result in any loss at all as the last hon.
Member had said, but perhaps we may
not receive the full benefit which we
hope to get out of it. My own view of
the matter is that if the Board which is
going to be set up to control the issues
functions properly and satisfactorily
there is no reason why this Colony
should not receive its full proportion of
the profits derived from those issues.
Reference has been made to loss, notes
destroyed ete., which is very far fetch-
ed indeed. I do not know how soon that
can be taken into account, perhaps +he

next 50 or 100 years would be
the more likely period for any
such eventuality whether they be
Government or Bank issues. My

smattering knowledge tells me that in
any event ample provision will be made
as to the future cashing of any notes
outstanding, though they may be out-
standing for a considerable time. Hon.
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Members are aware of the fact thag
quite a number of people in the Colony
are still producing the old British Gui-
ana Bank notes. That Bank has gone
out of existence so many years, more
than I can remember, and yet we know
more of its notes are being resurrected.
The fact is they are still there as weil
as they are being presented. Govern-
ment is bound legally and morally to
redeem those notes. It is not an ordin-
ary debt and cannot be prescribed
although the note is on demand. It is
one of those debts which cannot be pre-
scribed.

As regards the point made by the
hon. Member for North-Western Dis-
trict there can be and will be no pro-
hibitive prefit from the notes issued
which can be taken into account within
my generation or the next generation.
There is a little point about it, and
that is why I have elected to deal with
it. In the apportioning of the profits to
each Colony very great care must be
taken that the application for note
issues from a particular Colony is not
materially in excess of the requirements

of that Colony. If. as I under-
stood the Colonial Treasurer—--
and I Dbelieve he 1is right — the

apportionment of profits will be based
on the amount of currency notes in
circulation by each Colony, the daager,
as I see it, is that a Colony may apply’
for a greater number of notes than it
requires, and unless care is taken to see
that such a thing does not happen it
may well be that there might be some
dislocation of the distribution .of the
profits in a particular period. In
other words, I am not suggesting that
it will happen, but there is that possi-
bility. Dealing with Governments I
cannot imagine such a thing happen-
ing, but I refer to it because there is
that possibility, and I hope some notice
will be taken of it.

I wish to make one further com-
ment about the proposed Board. The
words used in the motion are:—
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“This Council further approves of the
unified currency note issue being con-
trolled by a joint local board constituted
by representatives of the Colonies con-
cerned.”

I would like some further explana-
tion of that. Am I to understand that
the representatives on the Board will be
nominated by each Colony? Am I to
understand also that the Board will
function in one of the territories of the
West Indies, including British Guiana,
in which this note issue will be dis-
tributed, or will the Board be nomi-
nated and function in London? 1
think the answer to that question should
be made clear.

Mr. SEAFORD: If the hon. Mem-
ber had been here at the opening he
would have heard all that.

Mr. de AGUIAR:
was not here.

I am sorry I

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The
idea is to have a local Board.

Mr. de AGUIAR: A joint local Board
functioning in London, or a joint
local Board functioning in some part of
the West Indies? There is great dif-
ference between the two. I can visual-
ize the appointment by the various
Colonies of gentlemen who belong to the
West Indies and British Guiana but hap-
pen to be resident in London, and the
Board carrying out its functions in
London in the same way as I can visual-
ize a Board nominated by the people of
the West Indies and functioning in some
part of the West Indies.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
also gave the illustration of the East
African Board.

Mr. de AGUIAR: If that is the
reference then those Boards are func-
tioning in London. It seems to me
then that the idea is that although it
will be a Board composed of represent-
atives from the various Colonies it will
function in London.
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The COLONIAL TREASURER: That
is not what is intended.

Mr. de AGUIAR: In that case 1
do not proceed with the point. I am
very glad to hear that the Board will
be composed of representatives of the
West Indies and British Guiana, and
will function in some part of the West
Indies or British Guiana. That being
the case I have no desire to proceed
further with the point, but I had
very good reason for raising it
because, when the idea was first
mooted, there was a suggestion that
the Board should be formed and
function in London.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
hon. Member is quite right to make the
point because in my opening remarks I
said that this motion envisaged a West
Indian Board functioning in the West
Indies and constituted by representa-
tives of each Colony, probably nomin-
ated by each Colony, but I also said
that an alternative suggestion was that
it should be managed by a London
Board, and I wished the views of Mem-
bers on that particular point. I take it
that the hon. Member’s view is against
a London Board.

Mr. de AGUIAR: 1In that event I
am afraid I shall have to proceed with
the point. I am very grateful for the
explanation, and I say most unhesitat-
ingly that the Board should be composed
of representatives of the various Colo-
nies concerned nominated by each
Government, and that it should func-
tion in some part of the West Indies.

Mr. SEAFORD: Which Colony?

Mr de AGUIAR
be three—Trinidad, Barbados and
British Guiana. I do not want to take
pride of place, but if I were asked I
would certainly say British Guiana. As
a matter of fact I think that would be
taken for granted. I would like to see
the Board functioning in British Gui-
ana, because it seems to me that we

There can only
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might gain quite a lot in that way. It
might probably be the means of our
being put on the map somehow, and
being referred to. Now that the posi-
tion is made perfectly clear I do urge
that the attitude this Government
should take up is that the Board should
bhe composed of representatives of the
Colonies concerned, and should funection
in some part of thé territories, prefer-
ably in British Guiana.

Another reason why I support the
motion is that events have shown that
there is no room in this world for isola-
tion. If we want to get ahead we have
to pool our efforts. I have heard even
those Members who oppose this motion
today speaking on other subjects and
advocating and pleading very strongly
for the pooling of the common effort so
that we might make some headway.
This is an effort in that direction. This
world has no room for people who want
to stand on their own. I have no desirce
to indulge in any controversy that was
raised. I am conscious of the fact that
when I speak here I speak for one of
the minorities. I have previously
warned this Government of the attitude
of mind of certain people, even though
in the same breath they refer to them-
selves as being British Guianese.

When those references were made
I took the opportunity more than once,
I think, to refer to the danger that
appeared to be looming on the horizon
with respect to the development of a
minority question in this Colony. I
congratulate the hon. Nominated Mem-
ber, Mr. Thorne, on his outspokenness
on the subject. He spoke freely and
frankly, and what is more, I venture to
say that he spoke for the large majority
of this community, irrespective of the
percentage of those who claim to be in
the majority. We do not want here to
talk racial matters; we have not got
any. I hear people talking about leav-
ing this country. Where will they go?
Is there a Dbetter country than
British Guiana? Certainly none that I
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know of, and I have travelled a great
deal. Let us forget these things and
get down to the job.

On the question of identity there is a
lot to be said for, and probably against
it. All T would like to say is that if it is
found practicable to produce a note
issue which would give British Guiana
some identity I think that is about all
we should hope for. For example, I like
to look at the pound note which seems
to travel all over the world. It has such
a beautiful appearance, and yet I do not
see anything in it that makes it appear
to be ever so much different from any
other note. I do not think we should
allow the question of identity to play
too prominent a part in this matter.
We might try to prepare a design that
would be suitable to the various Colo-
nies concerned, and if it is at all possi-
ble to retain any particular identity we
might do so, but do not allow that to
interfere with the project. Do not let
us bother about putting a toucan in the
corner of the note, or a rice field or
cane field in order to establish British
Guiana’s identity. As a matter of fact,
if we put a toucan some people might
think that we are part of Australia. I
am not going to say anything more.
I am going to support the motion and
I hope it will be carried in its entirety.

Mr. SEAFORD: In rising to sup-
port the motion I feel rather at a loss.
because I do not remember the actual
wording of the Governor’s Message, but
he has put it so clearly that I do not
think anybody could be at a disadvan-
tage. I am not entirely happy about
the wording of the motion because it
refers to “a unified currency note issue
for the British West Indies and British
Guiana.” We know that British Hon-

duras and Jamaica are not included, but 4

I am wondering whether the motion as
worded will be suitable. However, I
will leave that to the legal brains. I
have merely drawn attention to it. I
think the mover thinks it may be in
order because it says: “ . . . this
Council approves in principle.”
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I cannot lhelp feeling that the
idea of a unified currency is a step
in the right direction. Contrary to
the opinion of one hon. Member, I
feel that we are economically, poli-
tically and socially all in the same
boat -with the other Colonies in the
Caribbean, and we cannot get away
from that. 1 feel that the sooner we
get together and pull together the
better for all of us. Many years ago
I moved a motion in this Council for
a unified Customs tariff. My idea was,
if possible, to DLring these Colonies
closer together. I am still of that
opinion. At that time our rice industry
was in a very Dbad position, and I
felt that by doing so we might get a
protected market in the West Indian
Colonies which we have mnot got
today. For that reason 1 feel that it
is essential that we make a start in
unifying something.

A unified currency cannot work
to the detriment of this Colony, but
in fact to the reverse. One hon.
Member referred to the $90,000 income
derived from our currency mnote cir-
culation, and said we were going to
lose that. I personally cannot see how
we are going to lose anything at all.
Our currency note circulation brings
in a certain. income, and the totai
income from the unified currency note
issue  will Dbe distributed pro rata
among the various Colonies according
to their note circulation. We will all
get our fair share, and in ordinary
circumstances I cannot see how this
Colony would suffer any loss.

With regard to the composition of
the Board, whether there is a joint
local Board or a joint Board in Lon-
don I do not think it would bring in
any more money. I helieve the mover
of the motion said that at present
there is no seigniorage in silver. Is
the Board going to have any control
of minting? If it does then our revenue
should be considerably increased. I
would like the mover to tell us what
the duties of the Board will Dbe.
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There is one further point I would
like to make. Whatever we do in this
Colony, for a considerable time to come
we must maintain our dollar system
lrere. We must not change our monetary
value of 4s.2d. to the dollar. I know
that other suggestions have been put
up, but if we accept anything of that
kind we are going to play havoc with
the workers in this Colony, and they
are the people we have to consider.
It may Dbe very inconvenient to
officials who come to this Colony, but
I hope that before long we may be
able to educate them in our currency.
It is very much simpler than dealing
with £ s.d. Is this Board going to have
authority at any time to change the
monetary unit of this Colony? If it
is I am not going to be too happy because,
although we will have a representative
on the Board, the decision of the
majority will be carried. I would like
to have that point made very clear as
therein lies a certain amount of danger.
T think we should stipulate that we
accept this proposal on the condition
that our monetary system of dollars
and cents will remain the same as it
is to-day. On that condition I am
entirely  in favour of a unified
currency, and T agree that the sooner

it is established the Dbetter for all
concerned.
Mr. PEER BACCIIUS: T did not

intend to take any part in this debate,
but having listened to the previous
speakers I am still a little bit doubt-
ful as to how much Dlenefit is going
to be derived by this Colony from a
unified currency. If each Colony would
be entitled to the profits from its note
circulation it appears to my lay mind
that there must be certain restrictions
to the circulation of one Colony’s notes
in another Colony. If a Colony is
allowed to issue more mnotes than is
required for its own circulation, and
those notes find their way into another
Colony they would reduce the circula-
tion of that Colony’s notes to its
detriment in the apportionment of
profits. There must be some restriction
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on the influx of West Indian notes
in this Colony, because if the circula-
tion of notes in this Colony is to be
restricted by the influx of notes from
the other Colonies I am doubtful of the
benefit to this Colony to be achieved
by a unified currency note issue. That
is a danger which I hope will be strict-
ly guarded against.

I am going to support the motion
because I Delieve that the proposal
would help to bring the Colonies closer
together. If that is achieved it would
offset what we might losc on the cir-
culation of the unified currency notes.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
think we have had a very interest-
ing debate, a much better one than
I had hoped. The views expressed
by Members have covered an extreme-
ly wide field. Some of them, how-
ever, have not been quite germane to
the motion, nevertheless I wish to
add my congratulations to those of
the hon. Member for Central Demera-
ra (Mr. de Aguiar) on the speech
made by the hon. Nominated Member,
Mr. Thorne.

In my opening remarks I asked
Members to address their minds to
two important points. One was the
retention of the existing monetary
unit of account, the West Indian
dollar, and the second was the Board
of control, but it was only in the
last two speeches—those of the hon.
Member for Georgetown North (Mr.
Seaford), who dealt with the mpne-
tary unit, and the hon. Member for
Central Demerara — that those two
points received any attention at all.
I was very glad to hear their remarks
because that is just what Government
wants to know. If we accept a uni-
fied currency then the most import-
ant thing is: are we going to change
our unit of account?

Since Members, except the hon.
Member on my right (Mr. Seaford),
have not touched on the point at all,

6 APRIL, 1945.

Indian Currencﬁ/ 2230

I take it that the form in which the
motion is expressed is accepted by
all. In the motion it is stated delib-
erately:

“ This Council approves of the unified
currency notes to be issued in denomina-
tions expressed both in dollars and in
the equivalent in sterling at the existing
fixed value of four shillings and two
pbence to the dollar.”

So I assume that that is entire-
ly accepted by this Council. I agree
with the hon. Member on my right
that any change .in that respect is
biound to give a considerable amount
of trouble in this Colony and in the

West Indies.

Central
Aguiar) touched
The

The hon. Member for
Demerara (Mr. de
on the point of a local Board.
motion says:—

“This Council further approves of the
unified currency note issue, being con-
trolled by a joint Local Board constituted
by representatives of the Colonies con-
cerned”.

What is intended by that is a
Board constituted in the West Indies
and functioning in the West Indies,
comprised of representatives appoint-~
ed by each of the constituent Govern-
ments. I realize that the location
of the Board. will give some trouble.
There will Dbe inter-island jealousy.
I for one hope that I should be a
member of the Board, and would pre-
fer that it should function in Barba-
dos, because I would like to have at
least two  trips a year attending
meetings in Barbados, but it really
does not matter where the Board
functions; the same results would be
achieved. The main point is that
the Board should not be empowered
to make any changes of -principle
without the consent of the contract-
ing Governments.

The only opposition to the motion
came from the hon. Nominated Mem-
ber, Mr. Edun, and I am not at all
sure on what grounds his opposition
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was Dased. Ie
and

played with words
with the suggestion that we are

going to lose $90,600 a year. 1 tried
to point out that in any case that
large income was wholly fortuitous.

It was derived from an expanded cir-
culation due to war -circumstances.
Our normal currency note circulation
is very much less, and T assume that
our normal income would be about
one-third of that. In any case, what-
cever happens we are not at all likely
to lose any revenue from a
unified currency note issue, because it
would be distributed in proportion to
the currency note issue in circulation
in each territory. The hon. Member
forgot one point. The whole object of
this set-up of a unified currency is the
aim to have a new West Indian coin-
age, and if and when that happens the
profit derived from the new coinage
would be large, and we in common
with the West Indies would stand to
gain. At the present time we use
British silver and make no profit at.
all on it. If and when the time comes
for coinage to be minted and used here
we should expect a substantial amount
of profit. I cannot understand how it
can be reasoned that we are going to
lose financially.

Certain argument was raised in
regara to the design of the unified
currency note, and you, sir, regarded
that as important. The hon. Member
for the North-Western District (Mr.
Jacob) seemed to suggest that it was
possible to have a unified note with
separate designs for each Colony. That,
of course, would be defeating the
entire object. The object is to have
one note for the Colonies, and it is
inconceivable that with that one note you
should have separate designs. The best we
can hope to achieve is some design
common to all the Colonies concerned.
I sympathize with the artist who is
going to be called upon to design that
note. We would like to have our
Kaieteur Fall and our toucan; Barbados
its lady riding on a chariot, and
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Trinidad a picture of what appears to
be a lake fringed with palm trees. How
the artist is going to combine in one
design something common to all the
Colonies concerned defeats me. Never-
theless, I suppose some artist will try,
but T would be content, speaking for
myself, if the note bore the simple
signification “British Guiana and the
cest Indies,” or ‘“West Indies and
British Guiana.”

The hon. Member for Georgetown
North touched on a very important
point. He raised the question of the
Customs Union which is now under
discussion in this Colony. The Chamber
of Commerce has a Committee at
work now on the suggestion that there
should be a Customs Union. This goes
hand in hand with things like unified
currency and a unified West Indian
University. With a Customs Union
British Guiana has more to gain than
any other West Indian Colony, for the
simple reason that we supply the West
Indies with a larger volume and value
of goods than they supply to us. Every-
one knows we sell them every year over
$1,000,000 of rice while we do not buy
$1,000,000 worth of anything. So Brit-
ish Guiana has the most to gain, and
1 entirely agree, however we may feel
about the Colony and its continental
destiny, that we are still economically
allied with the West Indies, and we
have to try and combine with them in
every direction that we can short of
Federation. This is the beginning and,
therefore, let us try and adopt the
scheme as quickly as possible.

The last speaker, the hon. Member
for Western Berbice, is not present.
He raised a point which T did not quite
follow. He said that some Islands may
issue more notes than are required,
and those notes may filter into this
Colony, thereby reducing the amount
of profit that will come to us. I can-
not follow that, but I would like to tell
him that notes are issued in exchange
for sterling in London; that is to say,
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Colonies requiring notes for their
trade will automatically have to pro-
vide a sterling Dbalance in London to
cover those notes. Consequently, no
Colony can order through the Central
Board more notes than it requirves,
merely for the purpose of pushing
around notes to other Colonies. It has
to find backing for it. During the
crisis after the recent fire in George-
town, hon. Members know we put out
in this Colony a very large amount of
new currency notes to the tune of
$00,000, and every dollar of those
notes had to be backed by sterling in
London. That will be so even if the
currency is unified. I am very grate-
ful that the motion has received the
support it has.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We
have had a very interesting debate,
and I propose to put the motion.
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Motion put, and carried unani-

mously.

ADJOURNMENT OF COUNCIL

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:
wish to consult hon. Members
our meeting next week. The ordinary
Members’ Day will be Wednesday, and
with hon. Members’ concurrence I pro-
pose to adjourn the Council to Thurs-
day next owing to other business, but
I am sure the President will allow the
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Edun,
to have his motion taken then. Though
it is not Members’ Day the President
will give his motion priority if he
wishes. The Council stands adjourned
to Thursday next at 2 p.m.

about
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