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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

F1·iclay, 8th Nove,nber, 1935. 

The Council met pursuant to adjourn­
ment, His Excellency the Governor, Srn 
GEOFFRY A. S. NoR'rfICOT�J, K.C.M.G., 
President, in t,he Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

Mr. E. J. Waddington, C.M.G., O.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, M.r. 
Hector Josephs, K.C. 

The Hon._ 1'. T. Smellie, O.B.E. 
(Nominated Unoflicial'Member). 

The H<'n. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated 
Unofficial Memb�r). 

Major the Hon. W. B'ain Gr,1y, C.B.E., 
Director of Education .. 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of Agri­
culture. 

'rhe Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Easte1:u 
Berbice). 

The Hon. E. F. l\foDrwid, M.B.E., 
Colonial 'l'reasurer. 

The Hon. J. i\lullin, O.B.E. Commis­
sioner of Lands and l\'I ines. 

'fhe Hon. F. J. Seaford ( Georgetown 
North). 

The I-Ion. vV. A. D'Andrade, Compt1·oller 
of Customs. 

· 

Major the Hon. J. C. Craig, D.S.O., 
Director of Public \Vorks. 

The Hon. M. B. Laing, District Com­
missioner, E:1st Coast Demerarn, District. 

The Hon. Q. B. De Freitas, Su1·geon­
Ge11ern,J (Ac�ing). 

The H,m. Percy C. Wighl;, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown. Centrnl). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Be1·bice Rive1·). 

The Hou. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar ( Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. ,Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem­
erarn--Essequebo;. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
Unofficial .Member). 

The I-Ion. Peer Bacchus ('Western Ber­
bice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nomi1rn-ted 
Unollicial Member). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys (Eastern 
Dementra). 

The Hon. A. R. C1•urn Ewing (Essequebo 
River). 

The Hon. C.R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

'l'he Hon. A. G. King (Demerara River). 
The Hon. S. H. Seymour (Western 

Essequebo ). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 7th November, as 
printed trnd cfrculated, we1·e confirmed. 

PETITION. 
ML". JACOB laid on the table a petition 

from T. N. Henry praying for a compas­
sionate gratuity in respect of his ser·vices 
as a tony driver in the Public \Vorks 
Department. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

ANNUAL EsTJMA.TES. 

The Coum:il resolved itself into Com­
mittee and resumed considemtion of the 
Estimates of Expenditure to be defrnyed 
from Revenue for the yea1· ending 31st 
December, 1936. 

FOREST DEPAltTMENT. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: When the Council 
adjourned yesterday afternoon I was giv­
ing reasons for my own objection to the 
continuity of expenditure on this Depart­
ment. I had then reached the stage where 
I gave the figures of the expenditure for 
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the last ten yea.rs and I was questioning 
the wisdom of coutiuuiug to spend furthel' 
sums of money in connection with the 
Department. This rooming I propose to 
to deal with a few points which occurred 
to me when this estimate was being con­
sidered hv the Select Committee. We 
had an opportunity of discussing the mat­
ter with the Conservatol' of Forests, and 
I must confess that 1 heard what he had 
to say with a good deal of interest-and I 
would like to add that he Pndeavoured to 
present a vet·y good case for the con­
tinuance of ·this Department-yet at the 
end of his speech I wa� still unconvinced 
as to the wisdom of spending this 10oney. 

The Colonial Secretary made refel'-
ence to local prejudice. My own 

· expel'ience of local prejudice is oue which
I think would be of mol'e va.lue to Govern­
ment. It is inconceivable to expect
people of the Colony to be prepared to
buy local wood at the price of wood
imported from a foreign country. There
can be no doubt tha.t any attempt to sell
determa or crabwood at Lhe same price as
pitch-pine is bound to t'esult in failure.
People are a.ccustomed to buying pitch­
pine, which has given them satisfaction,
and if you want them to ti-y something
new there must be some considerntion to
them to do so. This Department cannot
produce wood of t,he nature they are try­
ing to produce a,t the cost of imported
wood, for the reason that tran5portation
costs are so heavy that we must el�arge a
very high price or ,L price in line with the
imported a1·ticle. HiLS Government
endeiLvoured to 1·educe trnnsportat.ion
costs of woods from the interior? No
attempt has been made in that direction,
and, until that aspect of the matter has
been adjusted, I cannot conceive how it is
possible for the c'ost of local wood to be
reduced.

Those of us who have some connection 
with this matter will tell you that attempts 
have been made to ·bring <lown forest wood 
at a lower· cost of transportation tlmn 
exists at present, but every such attempt 
which has been made has proved abso­
lutely unworkable. As wood-cutters pro­
ceed inland 5 or 10 miles transportation 
costs increase, because you have to depend 
either on man powet' or mechanical power, 
but whichever of these two methods is 
adopted the cost is ve1·y high, an<l unless 

we tackle transportation costs I cannot 
see how it is possible to put our wood on 
the market at a, price which will compare 
favourably with imported wood. The 
at·gument put forward to show that local 
prejudice is on the wane cannot beat· 
exami11atio11. Figures supplied to me by 
the Conservator with respect to transac­
tions this yea.t· show that 66 pet· cent. of 
the trade that wa.s doue was fot· lumber 
delivered to the Public ,,Vorks Depart­
ment m1d 18 per Cl'nt. to other Govern­
ment Departments, le,wing only 16 pet· 
cent. to the general buyers of wood in the 
Colo11y. Even when that 16 pet· cent. is 
gone iuto carefully it would be found that 
very special circumsbuices ,irose to account 
for such a high percentage. 

On the question of crnbwood the Con­
se1·vr1,tol' also made 11, statement whie;h 
·left one fairly ahu·mecl. I understood
from him that we can never hope, at any
time, to obtain a greater percentage of
the export market than 30 pet· cent.
which means that we must find a local
mai·ket for 70 per cent. of our cra.bwood.
If we have to depend on the local mar­
ket to take 70 per cent. we are flog­
ging a dead horse. ,¥hat is the value
of oul' imports? Speaking off.hand, I
thiuk it is something like $60,000 or
$70,000 pel' annum. H that is the value
of ou1· imports of wood, is the Departmemt
justified in spendi11g �30,000 or $40,000
to c,ipture th,it trade? It seems to me that
Government is hoping tlmt we shall be
able at some time or other to break down
the bl'idge. I should like to see th,1,t but
there are 1miny difficult,ies in the way, and
the expenditure of such a hirge sum of 
money yeal' aftel' yl'ar is not justified.

Another bit of information that was given 
us by the Conservator of Forests that 
caused me vet·y great concem was the fact 
that apart from g1·eenheart, crabwood, 
determa and morn, othel' kinds of wood 
a1·e ve1·v mre indeed. \Ve know what the 
market" for gree11heart is likt'. The Con­
serv>ttor has told us what we must expect 
from crab wood. If we have no other wood 
which will interest foreign buyers, it seems 
to me that \\'e are only wasting money on 
this Department. On this questiou of 
imports, can we successfully keep out the 
importation of impol'ted lumber? Aft er a 
careful study of the question I must frankly 
conft->ss tlmt we cannot. You will never 

' 
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be ,Lble to di) it inespective of any tariff, 
as suggested by the hon. Member for 
North ·western District. I agree -with 
him that if it becomes necessary we should 
put on a protective duty in order to prn­
tect our local wood, but Government must 
be satisfied that we can take care of our 
needs before such an attempt is made. I 
think that warning is unnecessary, because 
I happen to know from my own experience 
that Government is very careful on ·that 
score and will hardly increase the duty on 
any article unless it is satisfied that it can 
fulfil local demands. 

The hon. Membe1· for Georgetown North 
yesterday refeLTed to the difficulty of our 
competing in foreign markets. I join him 
on_ that score. I know wliat this Colony 
will be up ,tgainst if any serious tLttempt 
is ruade to place any of our woods in the 
United Sta-tes of America or in Europe. 
If it wel'e possible :Lt all for us to embark 
on a very big scheme, and if we could 
afford to spend any large stun of money 
in order to foster the industry, I 
would be the first person to encourage 
Government to embark on such an 
undertaking. But this tLttempt is getting 
us nowhere; it is fritteriug away money 
that we cannot afford to spend, and we are 
getting no result. Although the DepM·t­
ment has been in existence for 11 or 12 
years, it is only within the last year that 
an attempt was made to cure the woods of 
the Colony. Wlrnt was the Department 
doing previous to that time?-- creating rL 
nursery from which we can expect no 
result for 50 or 100 years. Are we justi­
fied in continuing to spend money on those 
grounds? vVould Government make an 
announcement as to whether 1-his Depart­
ment is being mai11Lai11ed for local pur­
poses or on instruetiou,; of the Imperittl 
Government? If the latter is the re,LROl.l, 
then we cttnuot afford to continue this 
expenditure. "\Ve mu,;t go to t;he Imperial 
Government ,w<l tell thelll that thi� countrv 
cannot affo1·d to maintain this Departmen't 
with an annual expeuditure of $30,000 or 
$40,000 a year tLnd ask them for an 
absolute grant for the purpose. If the 
Imperial Government are willing tu do that, 
or to spend some of thei1· own money in the 
pursuit of its activities, I shall be very 
silent on the expenditure on this Depart­
ment. 

My wain submission is that having 

regat·d to the Colony's financial position, 
we cannot affot·d to keep a Department 
which does not hold out any promise of 
any kind of being remunerative in the near 
future, and until such time as we can 
afford to maintain a luxm·y Department 
my view is that Government would be wise 
to cut its loss and run. Nothing I have 
said, however, must be taken to mean that 
I am against any attempt that might be 
made to improve the curing of om· local 
woods. I am in favour of some attemp·t 
being made to do that; but, in ·order to 
do that, is it absolutely necessary to 
maintain the Department at this strength 
merely to cure 100,000, 200,000 or 
500,000 feet of lumber per ,mnum? Is it 
justifiable to mulct the Colony in expen­
diture of $30,000 a vea1· in order to cut'e 
our wood and mitirn it serviceable for 
our requirements? It seems to me that 
would not occur in tL commercial establish­
ment because the a11nual wol'king loss would 
be more than that commercial establish­
ment would be able to bear. Government 
is in the same position a11d cannot afford to 
spend this money year after year. We 
cannot balance out' budget and the deficit 
is going up every yea1·. No attempt is 
being made to reduce expenditure. lf we 
arn to go on in this way we shall never be 
able to sa,y we ,u·e masters in our own 
house. I appeal to Your Excellency to 
consider the points I have raised. If next 
year at least we must go on with this 
Department, some effol't should be made 
to reduce the expenditure very substan­
tially. 

Mr. AUSTIN: There is no doubt that 
the preseut Admiuistrntion is suffering, to 
,L certain extent, from wal-administrn­
tion in the pa,st. It lrns been made suffi­
ciently clear dul'ing the p,tst thrne years 
that this Dept,rtn.wnt c,u1 be economically 
amalgamated with tlie L>epartment of 
Lands and Mines and tl\e two worked to­
gether to tlie benefit .,f the Colony. A 
qualified undertaking 11as given to that 
extent, but it, has not yet materialised. 
After Your Excellency has been a little 
longer in the Colony you will find th!lt the 
officers of the Forest Department are draw­
ing large salal'ies and have little or no work 
to do, and that the matei-ial coming out of 
the forest does not wanant the expendi­
ture of the sum pL'ovided in the Esti 
mates. Apart from that "e know in 
shipping circles that the timber people 
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in the United Kingdom stock the green 
hea!'t shipped from this countl'y at Liver­
pool and London for three or four yeal'S 
awaiting sales, while other stuff from other 
parts of the Empire find sales ve1·y readily. 
Not long a.go we sent home samples of 
various woods to the station at Princes 
Risborough, but if those samples ha.cl 
been shipped by auy person in this Colony 
they would have been left behind. W c 
shipped what we thought was best. I 
mention that to show the interest that 
olficiab of the Department take in des­
patcl1ing woods abrnad which might in­
terest people in the United Kingrlom. If 
this Department is amalgamated with 
auother Depa1·tment, as has been sug­
gested, I think we might mitke some pro­
gress. 

1\ir. KTNG: I ask Your Excellency's 
indulgence to preface the remat·ks I wish 
to make on this question by saying that 
I always felt that, in the shadow of those 
illustrious Members who have sat iu this 
Hall in thu past, and in the presence of 
those other illustrious Members who are 
now sitting in this Hall, I w0uld speak for 
the first time here with a feeling of awe, 
but after listening to some of the 
speeches made in this Hall within the 
p;ist few da.ys, that feeling of awe is 
now mingled with ,L feeling of sul'pl'ise. 
Nevertheless, I trust that the deliliern­
tions of the Council will always be tem­
pered with a spirit of co-operation and 
give-,wd-take between Ofilcia.l and Unoffi­
cial Members. I feel sure th,it if hon. 
Members will co-operate in th,it way it 
would undoubtedly be to the benefit of the 
Colony and the welfare of its inhabitants. 
I cannot agree with the view of the MPm­
bet· for Berbice River that this is ,1 luxury 
Department. I cannot subscribe to tlmt 
view because I canl)ot conceive how any 
Department which is doing some good fo·r 
the Colony can be described as a luxu1·y. 
I am sat.isfied from what I heard in the 
Select Committee-and I ,till sony that 
the hon. Member for Berbice River did 
not take advantage of attending those 
meetiugs-that this Depa1·tment is doing 
good work, and it will I hope in time give 
good service to the Colony. I personally 
intend to support any movement of this 
nature whid1 Government migl,t bl'iug 
forward in this House. 

I feel surn th,it if Members would con-

sider the matter a Ii ttle they will realise 
that a Department of this nature is bound 
to react to the benefit of the Colony. It 
is in my opinion a better gamble than 
some of the gambles this House has sanc­
tioned, and not only do I see a ray of 
light which the hon. Member for Berbice 
River does not see but I see ii sunbeam. 
After all this country is composed 
mostly of a wealth of timbers, and if 
we are going to allow those timbers 
to remain in the interior without mak­
ing any serious effort to turn them 
to beneficial account, we arn doing some­
thing which we have no right to do. 
'Ne must make every effort we can to 
endeavour to bring out to the markets of 
the world the timbers which are lying in 
the interi0r of British Guiana just as we 
Me making every effort now with the gold 
indu:stry. The gold indust1·y is one that 
should proceed and should receive the sup­
port of every man in British Guiana, as I 
believe the timber industry should receive 
the support of every Member of this 
House. I am sure I will be doing no in­
justice to myself by supporting the expendi­
ture on this Department. 

Apart from that, the Imperial Govern­
ment, which is advancing the money neces­
sary to meet any deficit suffered by this 
Colony, are the people most concerned 
with expenditure of this kind, and if they 
are satisfied that expenditure of this nature 
is justified and is fo1· the good of the 
Colony then I think we should support it. 
It is true that in ye.u·s to come we will be 
asked to repay the money advanced, but, 
nevertheless, if it is a gamble we are 
engaging in it is a gamble with their money 
which should be tried out. This Colony 
is somewhat deficient in an export trade 
of any considentble size other than 
sugar, and if an export trade in 
the timbers of British Guiana can be 
established abroad I feel sut·e we can 
look fonrnt·d with a certain amount of 
optimism to the improvement of economic 
conditions in the Colony. One of the 
timbers of this Colony at least is well 
known throughout tbe world, and it is 
only it matter of getting the others on 
the market. It will take time, but it takes 
time to establish any industry iu the mar­
kets of the world. Do not let us be afraid 
because we cannot get any immediate 

-return from this Department, I am in
favour of it, and I appeal to hon. Members
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to consider the matter from a different 
point of view to what has been expressed 
by some of them, and to look forward with 
more optimism to the future of the timber 
iudustry of British Guiana. 

Mr. CRUM. EW[NG: I was not 
present yesterrhLy when this questiou was 
being di8cussed, but if som1� of my col­
leagues would realise that 80 per cent. of 
the couutry's hinterland resources are iu 
timber, they would see the value of this 
investment. Within the past 10 years the 
best investment we have had in d,e hinter­
land has been the geological survey. 
vVhat we now need is a topographical and 
hydrographic survey so as to be able to 
handlP all ou1· woods. A man has to cut 
greehlieart from the transpo1·ting point 
only to find that he has to leave severnl 
other woods like mon., silverbally or 
detenua. If a man is able to eut either 
of thu.�e woods by itself tlmt 11ould eveu­
tuallv me,Ln a wonderful source of income 
to tl;e Colony. It is impossible to expect 
foreign capital to be interested in our 
timbet· unless people here are in a position 
to place sttLtistical data at their disposal. 
That is what the :Forest Department 
is doing HO\\', For that purpose the 
Departrueut will have my support, rLJld if 
at any time a further grant is necessary 
for placing such data on the world's mar­
kets for the t,imbe1· 01· mineral industries 
it would lmve my whole-hearted support. 

.Mr. HUMPHRYS : Jt seems to me 
that no one ca,11 controve1·t the necessity 
of having data as reganh the timbers of 
the Colony, but I do not think that any­
one can gains,iy the fact that we have 
practically all the data that we require. 
This Department has been in existenc;e for 
quite ,L number of yea.rs. When it was 
started I was a Member of the Council 
and my imp1·ession is that the idea then 
was th,tt it would continue for just a few 
years in order to collect all t.he data that 
was necessal'y. Jt seems to me that those 
years have passed, but the Department is 
still here. I entirely agree that it is 
uecessary to have at least one well­
qualified forestl'y officer attached to some 
othe1· Department, but I do not see the 
necessity of continuing this Department 
at a cost of $30,000 from year to year. 
In the Committee the Couservator of 
Forests informed us that there a1·e still 
some areas which have not yet been 

tho1·oughly investigated. The Mazaruni 
and Essequebo and other well known areas 
have been investigated and plotted out, 
but he said it might be necessary, for 
example, to investigate the pote_ntialities 
of creeks like the Mahaica, the Mahaicony 
and the Abary. One cannot think of any 
easier way of wasting money than that. 
There is no c;hance of timber of any value 
at all being found in those areas, and if we 
have already plotted out the areas of 
timbers in the Ma,zaruni and the Esse­
quebo the work of the Department is 
almost completed. 

I am not entirely in favour of w1prng 
out this Department en bloc, but I appeal 
to Government, having regard to all the 
work already done and what remains to be 
done as to the testing of timbers for 
marketiug and the durability and drying 
powers of the timber·s, to enquire whether 
it cannot he done by one or at least two 
of the Assistant Conservators rather than 
haviug a highly paid Department as at 
present. I am sure that no straight­
forward and honest official can gainsay the 
fact that the Conservator of Forests and 
his Assistants do not do a day's work; 
they do not fo1· the simple reason that 
they have not got it to do. I think there 
is a great future for the timbers of this 
Colony but not for many years to come, 
and if we are to give data to those who 
are willing to invest capital in the country 
all that is needed is the testing of the 
durnbility and other attributes of the 
timbers available. I ask Government seri­
ously to considet· whether the Department 
cannot be considernbly reduced, and to 
take Members of the Council into your 
confidence and tell us frankly whether we 
should not retain a skeleton Department 
with one well-qualified Assistant Conser­
vator of Forests. If Your Excellency 
would give the Council an undertaking that 
the matter will be thoroughly gone into 
and the expenditurn considerably reduced 
in the next Estimates, I think most of the 
Members of the Council would be inclined 
to vote for it, but there seems to be no 
prospect of that ever arising. Unless it is 
a fact that the Secretary of State insists 
upon the Department continuing, in which 
case, of course, you will be bound by that 
decision, I suggest that Your Excellency 
take some time to eousider the matter 
and leave over these estimates until you 
have done so. We can then retarn to 
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them and decide whether the expenditure 
on the Department cannot be consider­
ably reduced, or what can be done to the 
officers at pt·esent employed. 

Mr. SEYMOUR: In the last IO year:-; 
this Department has spent half-a-million 
dollars. Take greenheart alone: the ex­
ports instead of showing an increase 
show a decrease. I propose to follow 
the hon. Member in asking Government 
to go into the question whether we are 
going to produce timbers to meet the 
requirements of the outside world. It is 
not always economical to do so. 

Mi·. WIGHT: I desire to say that in 
Committee I never heard a more clear 
and concise argument for can-ying on the 
Department. J have always been against 
the Department because I considered it 
too expensive: The idea is that the 
houses in this country a1·e all built of 
wood and if the Department could give 
us a proper t:ure for all ou1· woods used 
fo1· building purposes it would be a,lright. 
I am . afraid that the only success the 
Depal'tment has made that I am familiar 
with is in the curing of crabwood and 
cedar. I have had some given to me by 
the Conservator for experiment and I 1 

found it beautiful in the manufacture of 
household furniture. But an expenditure 
of $31,000 requires an investment of capi­
tal of over $1,000,000. Where is the 
possibility of our being able from this 
Department to pay even the interest on 
the investment apart from the reduction 
of the capital? I am not going to agree 
with those Members- who want to shut the 
Depa_rt�ent down. From what I have 
heard from the Consel'vato1·, and what I 
know about crabwood and cedar, it will 
serve its purpose one of these days. I am 
in agreement with those who ,trgue that 
we are paying too much and that it should 
be gone into very ca,refully. The Con­
se1·vator is a man, in my opinion, who can 
fill almost any position in this community, 
and I think his services can be utilised in 
another Depar.tment, like the Lands and 
Mines or any other like it, and the two 
Dep�rtments should be amalgamated. 

Mr. JACOB: I spoke on this Depart .. 
ment yesterday. In discussing it last night 
with a few friends I was reliably informed 
that one 01· two officers at Mazaruni do 
prac�ically nothing. I understa.Qd that 

they have time hanging on their hands, 
particularly one officer, and in comparing 
salaries paid the Conservator and Assis­
tant Conservator with those of Heads of 
other Departments, I strongly suggest a,nd
ea1·nestly recommend that steps be taken
to reduce these salaries. I do not sub­
scribe to the view that there must be an
Assistant to take the place of the Con­
serv1tto1· when he goes on leave, and I do
not think this Colony mtn afford to have
so many Assistants. I agree that there
should be ,L reduction of expenditure on
this Department.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have not heard any­
thing to convince me that this vote should 
not be struck out. I have my own vices, 
but gambling is not one of them. Uam -
bling is a bad enough vice with your own 
money, but when you gamble with other 
people':; money you are a fool, and when 
Government ask us to gamble aw,1,y tlw 
t1Lxp,tyers' money it is ,Limost a criminal 
offence. The l'onservatol' was brought 
here to n1.1.ke an investigation aud to 
appmise the value of our forests. ·when 
he had give!.l us all we wanted him to do 
the idea was conctived to establish this 
Department. Members thought that we 
did not need a sepamte Department, but 
if there must be an office1· their view was 
that he should be attached to the Lands 
and )lines Depa1·tment. In the face of 
that.this Department was crea,ted, and it 
was discovered that it would take $150,000 
to rnn it up to 1928 and make it of a,ny 
use. vVe cannot find up to thi� time any 
adequate return for $31,000 nnd we ca,11-
not afford to incur this expenditure. 

'fhe hou . .Member for Centrnl lJemerarn 
has hit the na.il on the he,Ld. Tlmt .Mem­
ber haH to do with shipping nud he tel!H 

us, from hi,; point of view, why the 
Department should not be continued. The 
hon . .l\Iember for Georgetowu North is 
connected with au industrv which does· 
most with greenheart and ";oods of that 
uature, and we have also heard his views 
on the question. To disco.rd the views of 
persons who are competent to express an 
opinion and go out, and get lL fisherman to 
say his fish is of the be:;t quality is 
unheard of. l<�rQm my point of view Mr. 
\Vood is one of the be,;t oJiicials I know. 
More than that, I know that as Chai1·mi1n 
oj' the Local Government Board he alone 
would have put things on p�·opel' lines, and 
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he would have been better able to do it 
than the District Administration. But 
instead of being made to do that he was 
sent to Mazaruni to cool his heels. He is 
a good officer, but we say we have no work 
for him to do. Not even Mr. Wood him­
s-elf can convince us that we are justified 
in spendiug this money, nor can tell us 
that there is any opportunity of rncouping 
it. U the Imperiitl Government want to 
retain this Depat'tment hand it over to 
them because we cannot afford to retain 
it. It is a crime to gamble with the coun­
try's money, and we cannot afford tc carry 
it on when there is no guarnntee that, we 
will get any benefit, especially a·t a. time 
when we are borrowing money to carry on. 

Mr. WALCOTT : Ther·e is one state­
ment made by the hon. Member fot· Berbiee 
River which I think I should contrarlict. 
He said the ConservatOt' of Forests pro­
mised he would mitke us rich in a short 
time. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I never said a word 
like that. 

l\1 r. WALCOTT : I would like to say 
that the Conservator of Forests was most 
helpful in giving us all the information 
possible about the timber industt-y, aud he 
was certainly very conservative in telling us 
what he anticipated as the result of his work. 
The Department is with us. It is true it 
may he a very expensive Department for 
tlw amount of benefit we get out of it at 
the present time, but I believe th,tt the 
day will come when \\'e shall be very glad 
that we have kP.pt it alive. Of course it 
would be bettel' fol' the Colony if we could 
get the Imperial Government to carry it 
on. H is a decided load on our shoulders 
at the present time. But when I hear 
Members speiik, as some of them have 
done, about getting nothiDg out of this 
Departmeut, I recidl similar l'emarks being 
made about the geological survey froru 
which we a.re benefiting to-day. I kuow 
several men who have put money into this 
Colony as the result of that survey-they 
nevet· thought of doing so before-and I 
suppo�e others will be iufiuenced to do so. 

'raE COLONIAL SECBETARY (Mr. 
Wrid<lington) '. I have really very little tu add. 
I would like to refer, •in the first place, to a 
statement which was made criticising the 
figures that I gave of the increase of the 

output from the Forest Department· 
Those figures ,vere criticised on the 
ground that a good deal of that output 
went to Government Departments. That 
is true. A good deal of it does, but, never­
theless, the amount going outside Govern­
ment Departments is inct·easing, and it would 
inct·ease very much more rapidly if the people 
in this country would only give the same 
suppor·t to their own industry. I str·essed 
yesterday that it is necessary that we 
should put ou1· own house in order before 
we can hope to get substantial markets 
overseas, but all Members present at the 
Select Committee would remember the 
remarks of the Conse1·vator of Forests 
when he explained to us his discussio_ns in 
Engla.nd and his expectations of being 
able to find it substantial market for our 
woods, especially in regard to furniture. 

. The vote of the Select Committee, after 
hearing the statements and arguments of 
the Conservii.tor of Forests, is conclusive 
proof that in the opinion of the Com­
mittee the expectations of the Conservator 
were entirely justified. I would just like 
to make one reference to greenheart 
because two hon·. Members have refetTed 
to it.. One said that foreign wood ·was 
taking its place and the other that there 
was a serious decline in the expor·ts. 
Foreign wood has been used in a few cases in 
place of greenhea1·t, but that has been 
due entirely to the questi-on of length and 
it has only been used in cases where the 
lengths required are much greater than 
greenheart ean supply. In the ordinary 
way it is not supplanting greenheart in 
any way. In reg1u·d to the decli11e it1 the 
exports, I may remind Members who 
heard the Conservator of Forests of his 
remarks that greenheat·t is one, · ·and 
probably the only, ·wood ,vhich has held 
its own in these times of economic depres­
sion. 

'fm: CHAIRMAN: I 1would like to 
add one ,,r two remarks to this impot,tant 
debate before I put the question to the 
vote. I >LID an optimist with regard to 
our fornsts. I would s,iy no more on that 
point because thern is nothing I can use­
fullv add to what the hon. Member fot' 
De�erara l:ti�·er has said. Our troubles 
hern to a large extent have been in regard 
to marketing. Hon. Members havEl ad­
mitted tluit in the last year at any rate­
I ca-11not speak of any tiwe previous tq 
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that-endeavours have been made -I think 
successful endeavours-by the Forest 
Department to prove that our timbe1·s 
can be cured to a pitch which would make 
them useful. I urge hon. Members to 
continue with that experiment in view of 
the enormous quantity of our timber 
assets in this country. I refuse to accept 
the a1·gument that we have speci,Ll trans­
portation difficulties. Vve are well served 
by water in this country, and it is the 
case that as they have gradually to go aback 
from the waterside they will lmve to go 
overland. As far as I know no special 
disability attaches to British Guiana on 
that score. 

If out of 100,000 feet of timber some 
-80,000 feet was bought by Government
Departments, it has been bought with
public money. Tt seems to me to matter
not one jot whether the timber, which is
bought with money which remains in this
country instead of going out of it, is used by
a Govemment Department for the purpose
of the taxpayer or is used by a pri­
vate individual. The fact remains that
the consumption of local timber in this
country is going up, which is excluding to
some extent imported timber, and I fail to
see any reason why we should strivP for a
continuance of imported timber when we
can supply our own needs.

Severnl references have been made to the 
legend that the Forest Department is 
maintained for Impe1·ial reasonR. If iLny­
body can give me chapter and verse for 
that legend subsequently showing why that 
belief has arisen, I shall be glad to fry and 
satisfy his mind. 

·with regard to the Department it seems
to be assumed that its sole objective is to 
investigate the forests. 'l'he Fo1·est 
Department has other duties beside,- inves­
tigation, The investigation in relation to 
the forests is fat· from complete, and eveu 
if it were there are duties in relation to 
the management of the forests. There is 
also the question of conservation ancl 
Pxploitation to be btken into consi<lern­
tion. 

I have been asked to pledge myself to 
reduce the Department next year, or at 
any rate to consider its reduction. I will 
say this. I am prepared to reduce any 
Department in this Colony whicl) I think 

is in excess of its necessary st1·ength. I 
have personally investigated this Depa1·t­
ment. 1 have no reason to think that the 
Department is excessive in sti·ength, but I 
rngard Members of this Council as 
responsible person;; and when a statement 
is made to me by responsible persons I 
investigate it. I shall make an investiga­
tion into the statement that the members 
of this Department are in excess of its 
requirements. Fu1·ther than that I am 
not prepared to go. There is only one 
other argument I wish to refer to, and 
that is the suggestion that ou1· timber may 
be worth while but we should develop it 
100 years hence. 1 heard that stated by 
at least one hon. Member, who gave no 
reasons why we should put off fo1· 100 
years what might be done at the moment. 

Question that the item stand as printed 
put, and agreed to. 

LANDS AND l\'IJNES. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
beg to move in the insertion of ii 11ew item 
-" (2) Personal Allowance to Mr. Mullin 
Commissioner of Lands and Mines, $240 ". 
While we were in Select Committee I 
informed hon. Members it was possible 
that this item would be brought forward, 
but I was not in a position at that time 
to tell them delinitelv whether it would or 
not because the witter was under refer­
ence to the Secretary of State. A 
telegram has since been received on the 
subject and it is therefore possible to 
bring it forward with the-e Estim!l.ter:,. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: The question of 
persona.I allowances is a very invidious one. 
I suggest that instead of having long dis­
cussions on each item the question be just 
put aud Members vote 3:s they like. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I ca1mot find any 
potent argument why 1 should deprive 
Nfr. Mullin of this $240. It seems to me 
that Government are now out to give per­
sonal allowances. I have in mind certain 
officers whose claim I shall bring to the 
notice of Government, and I should very 
much like to !:now what the objection to 
them will be. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that iLem "(3) l Class I. Officer, 
$1,812" be increased to $2,004. lt was 
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explained in Comrnittee that this item and 
Hems. (7) and (8) are bound up to�ethe1·. 

Question put, and agl'eed to. 

Tn COLONIAL S�CRETARY: I 
move the insertion of a new item "(8) 
l ClMs IC Clel'k, $1,404" and item ( I 0) be
amended to read " 1 Class III. Cle1·k,
$1,045." The object is to substitute a
Class III. Clerk for a Class I I. Clerk.

Question put, and agreed to. 

THE . COLON CAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion as-,item (27) of "(27) 
Substitutes for Govet·nment Surveyoril 
employed on Bounda1·y Commission, $600." 
This vote represents leave p1Ly and is 
l'ecoverable. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Now that the Boun­
dal'y Commissioner's salary no longer 
appears on these Estimates, I would like 
_to know whether there is going to be a 
balancing of the accounts with the Imperial 
Government. 

Mr. MULLIN (Commissioner of Lands 
and Mines): Accounts are balanced month 
by month. This vote is to allow for the 
period of ieave earned by this officer whilst 
he was acting. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: This Col-0ny pro­
vided the Bounda1 y Commissioners with 
Surveyors from the Lands and Miue� 
Department drawing a certain Reale of 
·salaries, .the Imperial Government Ulla 

derta.king at the time to pay for the
substitutes of these olticials at a
lower ru.te of salary. . I . do not know
whether ram r_ight in assuming that when
the demarcation of the boundary is COili· 

pleted this Colony will obtain the differ­
erice we have paid in salaries to these
o'fficers and .. the amount received from the
Imperial Go\'ernment. Quite a substantial
sum is involved and I ask wlwthe1· Govern•
ment can hope to get back th�t difference.

Mr. MULLIN : The bargain was that
the officers of this Government would be
seconded to the Boundary Commission
and the Impel'ial Government would pay
fqr such substitutes as we 1·equii'ed. The
substitutes available were not of the same
standard as the officers seconded, therefore
the salaries paid to them were no-� so high1 

but there is no question of our recovering 
the difference. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

. TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
,move that item (25) be renumbered (28) 
and amended to read " (28) Apprentices, 
$1,620." 

Question put, and agreed to . 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that sub-head 14-House Allowance 
(Acting Superintendent of Surveys), �480-
be reduced -to $40. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

LA w OFFICERS, 
Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to make a few 

comments on " Fees to Counsel for pl'O• 
secuting at Criminal Sessions, $1,200." 
In a 1·ecent important murder case-the 
only one in my experience for a number of 
years-I observed that the Crown was 
represented by only the Assistant 
Attorney-Gene1·al while there were two 
stalw111·t legal practitioners on the other 
side. It is not the 1-olicy of Govemment 
to get a verdict, but, viewed from a dis. 
tance, it looked very- much as if the Assis­
tant Attomey--General was overwhelmed 
by counsel on the other· side. He might 
have had a practitioner or two to assist him. 
If the money is not sutlicient to enl.{age 
other counsel it should be increased in the 
interest of justice. 

Ta,c ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. 
Hector Josephs): The amount is sufh a 

cient. It is what we have had to put on 
for the last tw" yea1·s, in view of 
increased criminal pl'Osecutions and also 
to give an opportunity for more work 
being done by the Law Officers in 
Chamber·s. With regi�rd to the recent 
prosecution to which my hon. and learned 
friend referred the prosecution was verv 
well conducted by my colleague, who i"s 
quite capable and competent and for the 
la.st six years has been conducting impor­
tant prosecutions in this country with 
knowledge an_d experieuce. If we had 
thought-he 01· I- that there was reason 
or nec�ssity for his having other counsel 
with him that would have been provided. 
Of c.ourse,_I do not know what my hon. 
friend 13ees at a 9istance, Distance some• 
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time3 blurs the view. It is rathe1· different to 
be i11 close contact with ti1e heart of things. 
My hon. friend will agree with me that 
one forms a different opinion· of pro­
ceedings in Court from impr·essions 
gathered outside the Court. Many of 
these prosecutions have been conducted 
by one counsei alone. Only last year 
there was another prosecution for mur-­
cler, the trial of which lasted for a 
month, which was conducted by a barrister 
who ha.ppened not to be a man. The 
prisoner in that case was convicted and 
recently executed. l assure the hon. 
Member that great- care is taken in these 
matters to see thi1t the interest of the 
Crown is properly looked after and with 
the object to do justice from ever)' stand­
point. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Distance lends some 
enchantment to the view, but the magni­
tude of the forces made me think. 

MAGISTRATES, 

Mr. ELEAZAR: When "I went to New 
Amsterdam 20 years ago I met two 
Magistrates there. When a certain Magis­
trate went there he suggested that if Gov­
ernment would give him an extra £100 he 
would run the district alone and save 
them· about £800 pe1· annum. The hon. 
Member for Easten1 Berbice and I were 
consulted and we said it was a good idea, 
and Government accepted the proposal 
and the Ma.gistrate got the extra £100. 
When the Nla.gistrate was leaving the dis­
trict he :Lttempted to cal'l'y the £100 with 
him, but Go¥ernment said it was not per­
somil to him and his successor got, it. 
Later the allowance was withdrawn and 
other .Magistrates carried on the work with 
varying success until tire present Magis.­
trate wi1s appointed. To the surprise of 
eve.-yone this .Magisti-ate has done the 
work 1Lnd there is no r:omplaint. One 
expeets Government to be just when it is 
inclined to be generous, as it has shown at 
this session. This ottiee1· is doing the 
work with so much satisfaction compared 
with those who did it before him that I 
appe11l to Government to give him the 
extra £100. Government has a free house 
but the Magistrate has to pay rent, and 
he is tL junior Magistrate. 

. THE CHAIRMAN : I will look into 
the matter and see if there is any inequity 
in it.. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Is item "(g) 
Remuneration to officers acting its 
Stipendiary Magistrntes, $2,400 "to pro­
vide substitutes for Magistrl!itps•. going on 
leave, or is it for the payment of 11 Magis 
trate who is perm11nently employed?· ·· 

• • : l •• ll � THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The suli\ 
of $�,400 was provided a year ago for the 
first time because when .Magistrates went on 
leave or a Magistrate wa,. appointed to act 
11s a J uclge of the Supreme Court there was
no provision in the Estimates to put a person
to act for him.· Thi� money was provided
to meet the case where an acting Magis­
·trate is required for any I eason whatsoever.
This year there was a. Magis-tmte on leave,
another· acted as Registrar and another as
a Judge of the Supreme Court.

Mr. JACOB� I have given notice of 
certain questions and I should like t9 take 
this opportunity to make ·a few comment� 
under this head iu relation to the regis 
tration of voters and Stipendiary Magis­
trates as a whole. M,igistrates are used 
as Registering Otficel's. 

TH1t. ATTORNEY-GENERALi No, 
they are not. 

THE CHAIRMAN : lt has nothing to 
do with the Magisterial Vote. 

Mr. JACOB: Verv well, sir. We have 
Magistrates who have been acting for some 
considerable time. There is a particulat· 
Magistrate who has been acting for nearly 
15 years and Memhers feel that it would 
be better if that officer is appointed to 
the permanent statf, or that he should be 
given some assurnuce· that be would be 
appointed permanently later on.· On the 
othe1· hand there is in my constituency 
a gentleman who has been performing 
the duties of l\fagistrate mid giving 
excellent service, but he is not a quali­
fied legal practitio11e1·. People who 
barn been convictEd f.elt that there might 
have been some legal technicality which 
they could not raise themselves and which 
had not been taken in thei1· favour. 
Ubject,ions on legal g1,ounds may not be 
discovered until after a conviction, but 
by the time a person could consult a 
lawyer :i.nd file his appeal the time within 
which he may appeal has expired. A 
Magistrate who is hot a qualified harristet· 
overlooks certain points; and in the inter­

est of justice and the people's liberty there 
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should be qualified Magistrates in all 
parts of the Colony. There are several 
qualified barristers who may be appointed 
as Magistrates, and we hope Government 
will give this matter some considerntion 
and appoint only qualified persons as 
Magistrates. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I do not know whether 
we constitute ou1·selves tL Court of Appeal, 
but I think it is a matter for the AUorney­
General to look into. The particula1· 
officer to whom reference has beeu made 
has been acting for some time. I do not 
know of any complaint of grnve injus­
tice. 

Mr. JACOB: I was not refening speci­
fically to the Commissio11e1· of the North 
West District but was making general 
observations. 

1\fr. L UCKHOO: I am glnd that the 
explanation has been made. I am refer­
ring to the general principle. Persons 
without legal knowledge act as l\fagistrates 
and we get a good deal of commonsense 
from them, while we have had legal men 
resorting to lecturing people instead of

canying out their duties. I have no com­
plaint against the mannel' unqualified men 
have dealt with cases which lmve come 
before them. They exel'cise cvel'y care 
and attention as well as commonsense, and 
if qualified Magistrates display equal com­
monsense thel'e would be no complaint. 
If there is a case of any grnve injustice 
done to any particular individual it would 
be the duty of the Attorney-G!:'nera.l, as 
representing the Crown, to move the 
Supreme Court by way of motion and get 
the matter dealt with. I 11m not aware that 
any grave ha1·dship or injustice has been 
done, but if any such ca.se is b1·ought to 
the notice of the Attorney-Genernl I am 
sure it would be enquired into. I wish to 
endorse the 1·emarks of the hon. Member 
for Berbice Rivet· in l'espect of the 
efficiency of the Magistrate in Berbice and 
of his claim for special consideration. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Sil', in 
1922 the Governor, Sir ·wmred Collet, 
gave an assurance to the Legislature that 
after that time no person who was not 
qualified as a harriste1• or solicitol' would 
be appointed as a Magistrate, and that has 
been Government's policy in respect of 
those. dist,ri\)ts where a w)lqle-time Magis-

tl'ate is required. That policy !ms been 
maintained since then, and nobody has 
been ap.pointed Magistrate since 1922 in 
whole-time districts except lawyers. 'l'hern 
are certain other distl'icts where it is not 
possible to have a lawyer as Magistrate. 
One is the North West District where the 
Commissioner is also Magistrate, and the 
Commisniouer is one of those lay Magis­
trates who from my experience of his work 
takes a great deal of earn of it with the 
proper desire to do justice to anyone who 
comes before him. The other districts in 
which there are lay Magistrates are the 
Rupununi and Essequebo districts. In 
the Rupununi the Commissioner carries on 
as Magistrate and in the Essequebo the 
Warden is also travelling Magistrate. I 
think it will be admitted that in the present 
state of our finances it is not possible in 
those districts to appoint other persons 
who are qualified to administel' the law. 
The cases are very few indeed and they are 
dealt with by the Magi�trate with a great 
deal of care. 

With regard to the question of appe,Ll, 
in the Appeal Ordinance special time is 
providad for these far-aw;1y districts; and 
in othel' cases where s'pecial circurnsLances 
make it difficult for any pel'son to Rend in 
an appeal in time, the Court ve1·y rightly 
grants applicatious of that kind. I am 
informed that an application was granted 
only this morning of t-irne fo1· making an 
appeal. In special cases-it may be through 
ignorance, 0l' some important question of 
law is involved-the A ttorney-Geuera.l goes 
to the Court to have the question settled. 
That has been done here. Somel.iodv 
has been convicted by a .lYiagititrnte. O� 
the facts the Attorney--General was of 
opinion that there was a misc,Lrri,Lge of 
justice, and he took the �case by way of 
review to the Full Court and the convic· 
tion was quashed. In addition to that 
returns of 1111 convictions go to the 
Attorney--General with reg,Lrd to offences 
and the punishment, a.nd those are investi­
gated. There are instances in which 
punishment has been given not warranted 
by. law. In all probability the people 
thus dealt with are unaware cf the defect 
in the judgmeqt, but those cases are in.: 
vestigated by the Attorney-General and if, 
as sometimes happens, it is clear that the 
sentence which has been imposed or the 
ordel' which has been made is not 
warranteq by law, the Attorney-Genernl 
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tenders certain advice to the Governor as 
to what might be done in such cases and 
the action advised is usually taken. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I hope that satis­
fies the hon. Member. I am afraid I must 
say tha.t as far as the finances of the 
Colony go, it will not be possible for me to 
meet his request. 

M1·. JACOB: I am very grateful for the 
explanation given by the Attorney­
General, sir, but I think you will agree 
with me 'that there is room for improve­
ment when the fina-nces of the Colony per­
mit. 

Mr. SEYMOUR: Are there six Magil:1-
trates in the Colony at present? 

THE ATTORNEY-GENER.AL: 'Ihere 
,ue. 

Mr. SEYMOUR: 'l'he reason why I 
ask the question is th,1t there is a Magis­
trate in Essequebo who has been a.cting 
off and on fo1· years, and when a vacancy 
does occur I suggest his appointment 
without any lump sum or pension. It 
may be possible to save a few dollars 
there. 

Tai, CHAIR.MAN : I will have that· 
1natter enquired into. I am afraid t.hat I 
am not fully conversant with the facts. 

. 'l'he Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess. 

MEDICAL . .

Mr. ELEAZAR: Some little time ago 
thj:! Council ,tecepted a motion to enquire 
into the working of the Medical Depart­
ment. That Committee, I undflrstand, has 
been i1ppoint.ed and has been going on with 
its duties, but up to the present it has not 
reported and one wonders what is going to 
happen. It seems that immediately we 
have passed the Estimates �he Committee 
will send in its report. It puts one in a 
false position. 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN : I will ask the 
Chairman of the Committee to inform the 
Council how this Committee stands. 

Major BAIN GRAY (Director of Educa­
tion) : Sir, every important question affect­
ing the Medical Department has been 
conside1·ed by the Committee and decisions 

anived at. These-decisions are recorded 
in the minutes ,1nd at the presenL moment 
the Secretary has in draft a portion of the 
official report. \Ve have held what we 
hope is the last ordinary meeting of the 
Committee and the only necessity for a 
further meeting will be for discussion ,ind 
approval of the report in final form. I 
can say from the nature of the report that 
it requires careful consideration by Gov­
ernment and perhaps consideration by the 
Legislative Council an<l thereafter by the 
Secretary of State. 

THE CHAIRMAN : In these circum­
stances 1 think the only thing to do is to 
pass these estimates, or to consider these 
estimates at any rnte as they ·stand, and 
during the yea1· we can make such alt.era: 
tions as this Council approves in the light 
of that report and what the Secretary of 
State accepts. It is not possible at this 
stage to hold up tl1e Medical estimate 
until it has been approved by the Commit­
tee, this Council and the Secretary of 
State. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The sins of omission 
aud commission of the Medical .Depart­
ment are so numerous ·that one does not 
Imo" whe1·e to begin, and one hopes that 
the Committee's repol't will at least do 
some good. There are so many things • to 
f;ind fa.ult with that, _as I said, one does 
not know where to begin. First of all, we 
have Nursing Sisters brought to this 
country for the Leper Hospital. When 
these people were brought here we were 
told that they were Nursing Sisters of · a 
religious organisation who were willing to 
serve. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: What is the sub-
head the hon. Member is speaking on? 

l\'11- .  ELEAZAR: The Leprosy Hospital, 
Your Excellency. 

'.L'n,, CHAIRMAN: Possibly the hon. 
Member is speaking on Head XXI; at 
present we are on Head XVIII, 

M_1·. ELEAZAR: I thought it came 
under the Medical Department. · 

Tm; CHAIRMAN: The matte1· before 
the Committee at the present moment is: 
sub-head 1 of Head XVIII. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Very well, sir; I will 
wait until we come to the other Head. 



l!"23 Committee of Supply 8 KOVE�)'i!ER, 19·35 Committee of Supply 22-l 

THE COLONIAL, SECRETARY.: · I 
beg to move that item (c)-27 Medical 
Officet·s, $87,265-be inct;eased to $87,865. 
This item is bound up with item (f) where 
there is a decrease. I also move the 
deletion of item (f) and the increase of 
item (p) ft-om $6,14-0 to $6,380. to allow 
fot· a;n additional $240 for the Medical 
Supel'intendent of the Mental Hoopital. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Is not that officer 
to be 1·etired some time next year ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, 
that is the case. 

Dr. DE FREITAS (Surgeon General): 
He is retiring in Septembet:. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am so very pleased 
to hear that that I have nothing more to 
say. 

Item 20-Allowances to Medical Officerg 
undergoing courses o� study in Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene, $500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET . ..\ RY : I 
think if [ made a short statement on this 
item it may shorten debate. Dul'iug 
discussion in the Select Committee all the 
Unofficial Members voted against this 
item. Government's view is that the item 
should ·stand and the reasons are as 
follow�. It is necessary to , have one., 
probably two, new medical officers during 
next year. To get these medical officers 
we have to go into the mat·ket and we wish 
to get the best we cau. That will be 
restricted. Young men coming into the 
Colonial Service may be local men; others 
may come from Home, ·and in roost caseJ 
their conditions of �ervice are better th.tn 
they are het·e. Tu a good many cases they 
do not have this qualification before· they 
are selected, and if we are· going to con­
fine out·selves to people who have that 
qualification we are most unlikely to get 
&s good people in the Medical Service &s 
we would wish . to have. With that 
expl&n&tion Government propose to press 
the m&tter on those grounds, and I think 
it may be left to the vote &nd probably no 
discussion is necess&ry. Unoffici&l Mem­
bers now know the view of Governm1i1nt, 
and as they were unanimously ag&inst the 
item in the Select Committee perhaps they 
,voulcl consider th&t it will be best de&lt 
with by going to the vote at once. I 
woul<,i, like to say though that in looking 

rourid the House I notice & good m&ny 
vacant se&ts, and if it is tho wish to defer 
it until more Members are present the 
matter c&n be held over. 

TH1e CHAIRMAN : I hope that the 
Unofficial Members will t&ke &nother view. 
I observe that the m&jority at·e here at 
the present time. 

Mr. SMELLIE: One of the chief 
reasons for the opposition to the item w&s 
that it h&d not been used for two years, 
and I moved th&t it be str�ck out and 
everybody agreed. 

THE CHAIRMAN : 'l'he Colonial Secre­
tary is not suggesting th&t thet·e should, 
be no discussion, but, a shortening of the 
deb&te ; any Member who wishes to speak. 
is at liberty to do so. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: As fat· as I am con­
ce;·ned l am quite willing to allow the 
position to stand over for another ye&r, 
but there w&s one rem&rk of the Colonial· 
Secret&t'Y which made me rise. I under­
stood him to say that officers coming here 
would not be in quite as good & position. 
Offici&ls &re in as good & position in out· 
Service as anywhere else. I w&s very 
strongly opposed to this item. I &m a 
little convinced by what the Colonial 
Secretary said, but I do not think the 
position should be extended beyond a year, 
so &s to give Your Excellency &n oppor­
tunity to go into the m&tter &gain. I hold 
th&t medical officers in the Service should 
possess &11 the necess&ry qualifications th&t 
Governme.nt demapds, hut I &gree that &t 
the present stage a hardship might be 
created by striking out the vote at once. 
I will &pprove of it for next year, but I 
cert&inly do not think it should &ppear on 
the Estimates after next ye&i'. 

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. Member has 
st&ted that & h&t·dship might be created. 
Government might enlighten us &s to what 
this hardship may be. Is there &nyone 
undergoing this course who is entitled to 
&0 allow&nce from this vote ? 

Dr. DE FREITAS: At present there is 
no vac&ncy in the Service and nobody is 
going on· study le&ve, but there &re 'likely 
to be twc, vacancies next year when this 
vote m&y be required. This vote h&s 
appeared ·on the, Estimates since 1922, and 



22·5 Gommitte.e of Supply 8 N OVBMB.f;(l, 193'5. Gomrritttee of Supply 22:6 

only last year, for some reason· or other, 
it was deleted. It caused the Department 
a good deal of inconvenience for the reason 
that an officer was appointed this year and 
he had to take the course at his own 
expense. When he claimed payment of the 
amount to which he was entitled there was 
no money to provide for it. If the vote is 
struck out now and next year there is an 
appointment it would be a little awkward. 

Mr. HUMl'HKYS: Is tins money .. used 
in respect of a local man here wishing t.o 
go. Home to take the course, or is it only 
used to enable medical men coming here to 
take the course before they come out? I 
want to know whether local men have an 
opportunity of participating in it too. 

Dr. DE FRELTAS: Any candidate who 
has been appointed by the Secretary of, 
State for service in this Colony is entitled 
to benefit from the vote. It is only 
restricted to candidates appointed by the 
Secretary of State before an-iving tQ take 
up their appoin.tments. / 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: If ii local man is 
appointed would he be at liberty to s�are 
in this vote to take his degree when 011 

le�ve? 
Dr. DE FKE lTAS : There is a,11other 

vote for officers ah-eady ii;i. the Servic•e. 
On going on leave they can get their fees 
paid. This is for maintenance and lodging 
allowance to enable officers on ,tppoint­
ment to live while undergoing the course 
for five months. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Unofficial Members 
should accept the spol'tsmanship suggestion 
of the Colonial Secretary and let the item 
stand over until we have a full Ho:ise. 
We are told that Govei·nment wants officers 
he1·e with certain qualifications and we are 
asked to provide the money for these 
qtlicers to qualify themselves fo1· appoint­
i;µent. We are anticipating that candi­
dates will not have the qualification and 
are providing the money for them to get 
it. I ask the Committee to accept the 
suggestion of the Colonial Secretary t.opostpone the matter and let it then be 
settled once and for all. 

Mr. AUSTIN: This matLer was. cop.­
sidered by the Medical �e-organisation 
Committee. It was distinctly stated there 
that thill money is voted _ f�r · �ftic�r� 

appointed to this Colcfny by the Secretary 
of State who had not got the necessavy 
qualifications. The Oommittee were not 
against the expenditure because we knew· 
that some. local students before coming to 
the Colony had benefited by having some 
of this money paid to them, but it was 
felt that medical . men from abroad· 
appointed to this Colony should pay t,he 
qualification fees out of their own 
pocket. I think that was the decision 
arrived a,t, and perhaps the Surgeon­
Genernl can say whethe1· that is so or not. 

Major BAIN GRAY: I was not present 
at that meeti.Qg ; it was before my time as 
Chairman. · 

]\fr. SEAFORD : It is not a question 
of fees at all but a question of main­
tenance. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am prepared to 
defer the item. I do not want to take a 
snap vote in view .of the opinion of- the 
Select Committee, and perhaps some of the 
few absent �{embers m�y take another view. 

l\fr. DE AGUIAR : If by any action we 
are going to do an injustice to any officet· 
who has been ah-eady appointed then we 
a1·e not doing the ·correct thing. 

Dr. Dt: FREITAS: There al'e no vacan­
cies at all' at pl'esent. 

THE CH�IRMAN : I will p,�ss on to 
the other sub-heads and reserve sub-head. 
20 for the time being. 

Sub-head 23-Dental Treatment of 
School Children, $960. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It is said that the 
dental t1·eatment of school children is not 
all that is desirable, and it has been sug­
gested that perhaps better arra.ngements 
might be made not only with the dentists 
concerned but also that the children
should be �ent to a particular centre fo.r
treatment. 1 think the anangemeut at 
present is that certain charges are wa,de 
for particular work done, and a report is 
sei;i.t in by the dentists to the Surgeon­
G�neral cont&iuing a statement of the 
work done during the preceding month and 
of . the nqmber of children who attended. 
It is felt that a larget· numbet· of children 
might be treated with the present vote if 
fl,n i11q)us i ve fee is paid to the dentists for 
pe�:forwir1g t,his WQl,k,- 4,nother complaint 
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is that only school children from George­
town are being treated. I am not quite sure 
about that, but, if it is the case, perhaps 
the treatment should be extended to school 
children in country districts. That would 
be far more beneficial than the present 
anangement. 

'rHE CHAIRMAN: I unde1·stand that 
arrangements have already been made to 
that effect. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I suggest that New 
Amsterdam should be included. I hope 
New Amsterdam is not {·egarded as a. 
country district. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I have already 
approved of an afrangement by t-he 
Surieon-General to ·. divide this vote 
between Georgetown and New Amsterdam. 

D_r. DE FREITAS : That is not quite 
correct, sir. There is· another proposal 
for adults, not school children. 

THE CHAIRMAN: fn principle I 
agree with the hon. l\'.Iember for Berbice 
Rivet·, There is no reason why George­
town alone should enjoy this privilege·. 
We will leave this sub-head with sub-head 
20 open. 

BACTERJ• •LOGICAL DEP,\RTi\IENT. 
Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to bring 

to the notice of Govemment something 
which is ve1·y material. It is with refer­
ence to the clinic for Infant Welfa1·e up 
the Berbice River. 

THE CHAIRMAN : That item arises 
under the Head of Subventions. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that sub-head 2 (Instruments, 
supplies, etc, $750) be increased t'o lf;800. 

Question put, and agreed to, 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : I 
move that sub-hea·d 3 (Electric Cunent, 
$330) be reduced to $280. 

Que�tion put, and agreed to. 

X-RAY DEPARTMENT, 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 

move the insertion as sub-head 7 of 
"Passages, $384 "fo1· the Assistant Radio­
grapher and his family. 

Question put, and iigt·eed to. 

HOSPITALS AND Dr�PENSARIES. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that su b-head 1 (22)-Honorariuin 
to Dental Surgeon, $1,200-be amended to 
read " (22) Honorarium to 'Dental Sui'­
geons, Georgetown and New Amsterdam, 
$1,680." 

, Mr. SEAFORD: Does that include 
children as well? 

Dr. DE FREITAS: It is only to cover 
adults. Thei'e is only one dentist in New 
Amsterdam at present and he has not the 
time to cope with the work to be done. 
Arrangements will have to be made with 
some dentist in Georgeto�vn to undertake 
this wol'lc If it is possible to extend the 
clinic in New Amsterdam it will be 
extended to school children. At present 
it is only intended for persons·applying at 
the Hospital for dental treatment. We 
shall have to see how it works as i.t .is a 
new item. The addition to the vote is for 
payment of a part-time officer to attend 
adults at the hospital and children if th"'y 
go there, but dental treatment of school 
children is quite a different thing. 

THB CHAIRMAN: I think the answer 
is that 1.his officer will not attend the 
schools but will attend children if they go 
to the Hospital. 

Mr. EL !<'AZAR: I understand that the 
amom1·t is for a Dental Surgeon in New 
Amsterd,im and that children will be 
attended to as well if they need his servit:!es 
at the Hospital. 

Tim CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the 
Committee vote the provision and leave it 
to the Medical Department to make 
arrangements to the best interest of the 
Hospital. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I think we should 
be clear on this point. It must be for the 
treatment of adults as well as children, 
otherwise the amount would be out of 
proportion to what it is for Georgetown: 

THE CHAIRMAN: J t will be fo1· those 
who atte1id the Hospital clinic. 011 that· 
understanding the question is tlrnt the 
sub-head be amended to read" _Honorarium 
to Dental Surgeons, $1,680." 

Question put, ai1d agreed to. 

Item (23)-Nursing Sisters at Lt>prosy 
Hospitalj etc, $792. 
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Mr. ELEAZAR : This item should not 
continue to be on the Estimates at all. 
When this matter was first brought to the 
House it was nnderstood that these chiui­
table Sisters were coming here to devote 
their services to assisting suffering man­
kind and it would not ()Ost anything. Six 
of them came. One was suppo�ed to be 
Superintendent 6f the others and another 
was supposed to be the servant of 
the other five. Each one had a 
separate bath-room, and $60 a month 
was paid one for superintending the 
others, in addition to a ration and laundry 
allowance to all alike. Further, they have 
a Chaplain towards the cost of whose 
travelling we are making a contribution. 
Now all six have left the Colony and those 
who a1·e succeeding them are coming from 
America. At present ori1· people cannot 
go to America_ owing to the quota system. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The ladies , now 
coming are Canadians. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: If they are Canadians 
my remarks will go by the board, but I 
suppose they would be coming here under 
similar conditions. Is it fair to the 
people of this country to h'eat them so 
handsomely when we have our own unem­
ployed with nothing to do ? It is differen­
tiation which cannot be justified. 

Dr. DE FREITAS: The hon. Member 
is not fully acquainted with all the facts 
in connection with this matter, and, with 
Your Excellency's permissioll, I will try 
_to enlighten him. Jf the hon. Member 
had been p1·esent, as I wiLs early this year, 
he would have discovered that these ladies 
had captivated t.he inm,Ltes of the 
Leprosy Hospital. These ladies <.:ame 
to the Colony and undertook dangerous 
and unpleasant work. Government had 
to provide them with maintenance and 
suitable iiccorumodation. As a matter 
of fact the first Sisters who came were 
having their first experience in a tropical 
climate, and I can assure the Council that 
the way they put up with the numerous 
discoruforts at the Hospital spoke volumes 
for them. In anything the Colony did . to 
make them tolerably cornforta ble I do not 
think it erred on the side of generosity. 
If the hrm. Member went -there now and 
saw the change which has been effected in 
that institution, I do not think he would 
come to any other conclusion than that 
the money the Colony has spent. for these 

ladies' bare su,bsistence has been very well 
spent.· It is true that these ladies attach 
a good deal of importance to their spiritual 
surroundings .and ·that they insisted on 
getting certain conditions which they are 
naturally entitled to. 

I may also say that Bishop Weld pro� 
vides for the maintenance of the Chai,lain 
and the Sisters make a contl'ibution to it. 
Apart from his missionary duties, the 
Priest is in charge of the Mahaiea !ind 
Mahaicony districts, but most of his duties 
are at the Leprosy Hospital and his visits 
are cove1·ed from these allowances. It is 
not quite correct for the hon. lVlember to 
say that these ladies were provided with a 
bath-r·oom apiece, because to my know­
ledge there are only four bath-rooms, 
but whatever expenditure was incurred 
was absolutely repaid by the degree 
of comfort, satisfaction and improve -
ment of the inmates brought about 
by them. I am sure that the fact that 
these ladies we1·e recalled to thP.ir country 
had nothing to do with conditions here. 
They were recalled by their Superio1·s, 
due notice was given, and anothe1· com­
munity arrived in the Colony three weeks 
ago. The arrangements are exactly the 
same. These ladies paid their passages to 
the Colony and we have been put- to no 
extra expense. There have been improve­
ments in the 11u1·sing, conditions and sur­
roundings of the institution by their resi­
dence here. 

Mr. SEAFORD : . I do not like it t� g� 
forth that the views which have been 
expressed by the hon. Member for Berbice 
River a1·e the views of the Members of 
this Council or of the people of thr 
Colony. I think Members of the Council 
and the people of the Colony are extremely 
grateful to the ladies who come here -to 
perform arduous and unpleasant duties. 

M1·. AUSTIN: The longer I sit here 
the more apparent it is to me that the 
hon. Member for Berbice Rivet· is never 
enlightened until he comes to Georgetown. 
He persists in making statements and 
asserting that they are correct, and a lot 
of time i� wasted on these fallacies, on 
which he is allowed to talk, .and talk at 
length, half a dozen times ... It is becom­
ing thoroughly boring (Laughter). The 
members of the Medical Re-organisation 
Committee went up to the Leprosy Hos­
pit:..l in the course of their investigations. 
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"\Ve al'l'ived there at one o'clock and left. 
at five. vVe took such evidence as we 
could get and it was explained to us that 
these Nursing Sisters live under very 
modest conditions. I do not contradict 
the statement of the Surgeon-General t�at 
they have four bath-rooms, but I think 
the number is exaggerated. The Sisters 
made no complaint whatever. They were 
carrying out their duties, for which they 
receive little or no thanks from such per­
sons as the hon. Member for Berbice 
River, but I am glad to think that is not 
the view of 99 per cent. of the people of 
this Colony, and I hope the hon. Member 
will have the honesty to withdra,w the 
reflections he has made. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: If I were guilty of 
dishonesty I 'would apologise. The hon. 
Member began by saying that it was a 
fallacy that there are six baths for these 
ladies, He does not know how many 
there are. Because I do not allow senti­
ment to guide me when dealing with 
public funds I am told I am a dishonest 
person. When these people wern coming 
here it was understood t)1at they were 
coming as charitable Sisters. When we 
find one getting $60 a month for 
walking round a ward and another is 
a. cook and washer for the others, where
is the fallacy? The hon. Member has gone
beyond his depth in charging me with
dishonesty for· stating matters of fact
which cannot be denied. I did not say
the ladies were doing nothing. I deprecate
Members charging others with dishonesty
because they tell Go\:'.ernment exaetly wlrnt
is going 011. The Matron of the institu­
tion does quite as much work as the lady
who is walking round imd getting $60 a
month and she has not got 11 bath fol'. her­
self. Am I not to tell Government that
because Members' sentimental feelings go
in the other direction? I am telling Gov­
ernment that the work these ladies are
doing can be performed by people here
just as well, ,�nd it is Government's duty
to know.

Mr. DE AGUI�R: 1 put'posely avoided 
taking pltl't in this discussion, especially 
when one hon. Member introduced • the 
question of Religion. I would like to ask 
the hon. Member what is his complaint. 
This vote for 1935 i8 $2,904 and for 1936 
we are asked to vote $2,640. I am at a 
loss to understand quite what is the view 

of the hon. Member for Berbice River. 
Is he :;uggesting that the amount is too 
much for the Colony to bear, or that thei·e 
is some other reason for incurring th(l 

expenditure? I do not think any Member 
of this House, excluding the hon. Membe1·, 
is of opinion that these Sisters are not 
giving valuable assistance to the Colony. 
The hon. Member has stated that when 
these Sisters were being introduced the 
Council )Vas told that they were coming 
from a charitable organisation. Assuming 
that that was so, on that occasion the 
Council voted $2,904 and it was stated for 
what purpose. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not think any 
good purpose will be served by prolonging 
this discussion. From my own personal 
observation at the Leper Hospital, which 
I have visited two or three times, these 
ladies were giving service with the utmost 
devotion. I heard them spoken of by 
many people in the highest terms. They 
are giving nursing service which could 
not possibly be obtained from persons in 
this eountry, nod we have no knowledge of 
other volunteers who will be prepared 
to accept so low a rate of remuneration. 
I pi·opose now to put the sub-head as it 
stands in the Estimates. 

Question put, and agl'ee<l to. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I ask that my protest 
be noted. 

Sub-head 11-Animals, Fodder and 
Harness, $5,825. 

Tais COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this sub-head be reduced to 
$4,825. That pl'ovision is considerer! to 
be sufficient. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Sub-head 16-Freight, $5,367. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I desire to say tlrn,t 
any remarks which T will make on the 
Head "Miscellaneous" will apply pal'ticu­
larly to this vote. 

Sub-head 21--Contribution towards 
cost of travelling of Chaplain to Nursing 
Sistern of the Leprosy Hospital, $180. 

Ilfr. ELEAZAR : When I was saying 
just now that we are making a contribq-
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tion towards the cost of the travelling of 
the Chaplain to the Nursing Sisters of 
the Leprosy Hospital it was no doubt 
regarded as another fallacy._ Here it is as 
plain as a flagstaff. It is for travelling 
to the Nursing Sisters and not fo1· travel­
ling to the Hospital. That is what this 
Coqncil is asked to do, and when a Mem­
ber has the temerity to say it anothe1· has 
the audaucity to charge him with dis­
bones t motives. I have no ulterior motive, 
put I do not think it is a fair charge to 
the Colony, especially under the condi­
tions that these people were brought here. 
I again desire to record my protest. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move the insertion of a new item, viz., 
" (22) Equipment for Dental Surgeon, 
Public Hospital, Ne"· Amsterdam, $100.' 

Q_uestion put, and agreed to. 

Sub-head 23-Maintenance and running 
expenses, Motor Ambulance, 1\'Iorawhanna, 
$300. 

Mr. JACOB: The Surgeon-General may 
tell this House whether thel'E is a motor 
ambulance at Morawhauna (Laughter). 

Dr. DE FREITAS : I am sorry to say, 
sir, there is none. 1'here is a vehicle 
thern that does the work of an arobulan{:e 
but it i; an apology for an ambulance. 

Mr. JACOB: Ifaving beard that, and 
sub-head 11 having been reduced by 
$1,000, I suggest that that sum he prn­
vide<l for a motor ambl)l.anc<'. 

T i ;E CHAIRMAN : I nmy inform the 
Committee at once tlmt the Surgeon­
General pressed this matter very hard 
upon me when the E.�timates weee being 
considered. I had regretfully to turn it 
down, as he might be able to make the 
vehicle in use serviceable, hut I will keep 
an open mind on the subject. I will be 
going into the North ·west District in 
January, and I would like to look into the 
matter myself. I cannot accept the 
amendment at the moment. 

Gov�:RNJIIEN'l' HEAL'fH DEPARTMKNT. 

Tm: COLONIAL ·SECRETARY I I 
think if I made a shot•t, statement in regard 
to this Head generally it might save a cer­
tain amount of time in debate. The ques-

tion of the second Assistant Government 
Medical Officer of Healt-h was discussed 
exhaustively in the Select Committee. 
Govemment considers two Assistant Medi­
cal Officers of Health necessary, one of 
whom should be stationed in Berbice, but 
the Committee which has ,been considering 
medical re-organisation is about to report 
and deal with this subject among others. 
The report of that Committee will in due 
course be laid before the Council, and 
Government will undertake not t'o make 
the appointment to the va,cancy of the 
second Assistant Medical Officer of Health 
if the estimates are approved as they now 
stand until the Council has had an oppor­
tnnity of considering that report. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I understood that 
Government wa� always advn·se to placing 
items oh the Estimates under the condi-· 
tions mentioned by the Colonial Secretary. 
T am going to ask that this officer be 
removed from the Estimates, This officer 
was appointed against advice to Govem­
ment that it was unnecessary to have ap 
officer in New Amsterdam. Some time 
after the officer was in New Amsterdam he, 
of his own motion, said he-had nothing to 
do-and that was a fact. Very shortly 
after that he was removed to Georgetown, 
and he has neve1· been back to New 
Amsterdam. I do not think in all he 
spent six uionths in New Amsterdam, and 
he has now gone somewhere else where 
there is something for him to do. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I suggested the 
course inclicatP.d by the Colonial Secretary 
because, personally, from long experience, 
I am conviuced tlrnt mo1·e M.edical O'ilice1·s 
of Health are necessary in this country. 
At the same time I am prepared to make 
a concession for the time being. If the 
Committee considering the whole question 
find that a Medical Office1· of Health is 
not necessary, an Inspector of Health or 
a Superintendent of Health-whateve1· the 
title may be-would be necessary in his 
place. 1 the1·efore suggest that provision 
be made on the E�timates, but the position 
be not filled until this Council has an 
opportunity of considering the report of 
the Committee. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Persoua:lly, I accept 
the course suggested by you, sir, but I 
would like to bring to your attention the 
gravamen of the complaint of Members: 
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The Government Medical Officer of Health 
is performing duties outside those of his 
appointment, and Members feel that he is 
not devoting sufficient time to his office. 
We 11ere told that he is the Surgeon­
General's Deputy, Registrar-General, 
Immigration Agent General, acting Chair­
man of the Poor Law Commissioners, a 
member of the Infant ·welfare and Mater­
nity League and it member of the Local 
Government Board. If the officer has to 
perform all those dutie�, he has very little 
or no time to devote to public heiilth 
matters. If that information is correct 
Members of the Council are quite justified 
in opposing the retention of two Assistant 
Medical Of:licet·s of Health beciiuse there is 
no work for one to do. 

THE CHAIRMAN: .All the duties that 
the hon . .Member has referred to, exceot 
those of Imruigr,ition Agent Genernl, f;�II 
within the ambit of the Local Government 
Boai·d and Public Health. 

Mt·. Di,; AGUIAR: At any rate that is 
the complaint. \Ve maintain that is not 
his work. When we had two Assistant 
Medical Officers of Health one was 
stationed in the Rupununi District. It 
seems to me that two officers represent so 
much waste of the taxpayers' money, and 
I hope the necessity will not arise for 
Y out· Excellency to make the appoint­
ment next yea1·. 

Mr. SEAFORD ! I think the hon. 
Membe1· should accept the assurance that 
the appointment will not be made until 
the report of the Committee bas been dis-­
cussed in thi!': House. I should like to 
draw attention to the fact that the 
remarks of the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara emphasise the other jobs done 
by the Medical Officer of Health. Govern­
ment admit that the Immigration Agent 
General's is hardly a job for the Medical 
Officer of Health. In the country dis­
tdcts and in Georgetown the Disfrict 
Commissioners are Immigration Agents, 
and it would be much better for them to 
carry out those duties than the Medical 
Officer of Health. The other positio1) 
which I do not quite understand is that 
of Deputy to the Surgeon-General. It is 
quite a new appointment and I understand 
that a considerable amount of his time is 
taken up in doing that work. [ do not 
know whether ti:\e Sut·geon-General has 

more work to do than before, but if he 
needs a Deputy it would be very much 
better if one of the senior Medical Office1·s 
is appointed. The Medical Otlicet· of 
Health's job should be to go out of town, 
but he very seldom goes out as he is too 
busy doing the Surgeon-General's work. 
In the past the senior officer carried on 
for the Surgeon-General, and I feei sure 
that arrangement can be made to serve the 
purpose to-day as in the past. 

Dr. DE :in��:ITAS: I wish to make 
some observations on the remarks of the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara. 
Since the new Public Health Ordinance 
came into fo1·ce the activities required of 
the Depa1·tment have been considerably 
increased. Vie have had the hon. Member 
for Eastern Berhice suggesting propaganda 
work in the districts. 'l'hat phase of the 
Department's activitie� hiLd to be 
suspended this year 011 account of the 
shortage of the stidf. Owing to the fact 
that the Assistant Medical Oflicet· of 
Health was transferred to another Colony, 
the work of the Department was con­
siderably handicapped ; and in addition to 
that we were confronted with iLn epidemic, 
which fortuniLtely was of short duration 
but increased the work on account of the 
extensive pr·eparatious that had to be 
made to deal with it. Another fact was 
that during the illness of the ju11io1· 
Assistant Medical Otlicer of Health the 
Departme11t had to utilise the services of 
a private prnctitioner for two months. 
That shows that the Department is by HO 

means overstaffed by having three o!licers. 
H has been said that the officer in Berbice 
has notl1ing to do. I do not agree with 
that inasmuch as the ol:licer acted ,Ls tL sort 
of honorary Medical Officer of He,dth and 
came to the rescue of the New Am�terdam 
Municipality who could not afford to lmve 
an officer of i-ts own. 

·with regard to the remarks about the
Deputy to the Surgeon-General, hon. 
Members seem. to forget that at the time 
immigration was in existence there was a 
Medieal Inspector who was assistant to 
the Surgeon-General. His functions were 
inspection work of the sugar estates and 
estates' hospitals, but he al1:10 acted in the 
absence of the Surgeon-General. ·with 
the abolition of that office provision had 
to be made for a deputy, and the lat,e 
Surgeon-Genernl ananged to have the 
Chief Health Oflicei• as his assista11t iuas-
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much tts there wa� no provision for that 
purpose. It is true that in the past it was 
the custom for the seuiol' MeJical Officer 
to act for the Surgeon-General. That 
has been clone up to the present, and I 
happen to be that ollicer for the second 
time, but the need of an assistant to the 
Surgeon-General is very necessary, because 
there is a good deal of inspecting and 
office work and other duties which have to 
be done. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : It seems to me that 
the position might very well be met by 
tmving only 011e Assistant Medical OLticer 
of Health and strengthening the staff of 
County 8a11itary fnspectors. The County 
Sauit,try Inspectors are the officers who 
have to go round and see that health 
matt,ers ttre properly controlled : the 
Medical Officers of Health do not do th,tt. 
Strengthen the sttd'f a little lower clown 
ttlso anrl dispense with an Assist,int. 
Medical Ollicer at the top. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: 'l'he District Medical 
Ol:l:icers used to be the Medical Otlicers 
bf Health of their district� and they 
reporter.I every month. Now au Assis­
t,int Medical Ofticer of Health runs 
itlong with the Sanitary Inspector of the 
districts without asking them a single 
word. The Medical Officers on the spot 
,we ignored. It is no wonder that the 
officer in New Amsterdam had to remark 
" I thought I had work to do here, hut I 
have none." 

TnB CHAIRMAN : I suggest that the 
Committee leave the provision on the 
Estimate, and Government will see that 
the post is not filled until the Committee 
dealing with the re-organisation of the 
Medical Service has reported ,1nd its 
report is before this Council. I wish to 
say, however, that the statement of the 
hon. Member for Berbice River-that the 
Medical Officers of Health have nothing 
to do-is not consistent with the facts. 

Mr. SEAFORD : 'l'here fo another 
point,, The Surgeon-General pointed out 
tluit they ha.ve not enough officers to go 
round lectu1·ing. When these officers were 
appointed one was brought out fo1· Dem­
ernra, one for Berbice. and one for Esse­
quebo. Essequebo has never seen its 
officer. The Government Medical Officer 
of Health did not come out for that post, 

but he was gradually pushed into it with 
the additiomtl title of Deputy to the Sur­
geon-General. The Government Medical 
Officers in the districts are quite able to 
carry out sanitation work and are anxious 
to do it, and in case M1ything cropped up 
which they do not understand there is 
,1lways the Medical Officer of Health to 
call in. The Medical Officers in the dis­
tricts are quite capable, and that is a good 
rea,;oll for suggesting that one Assist,mt 
He,dth Officer is quite enough. 

DI'. D�; FREITAS: I may point out 
th,Lt under the new Public Hettlth Ordi­
nance the MedicaJ Oft:icer:s in the disti-icts 
would be Medic,tl Officers of Health iu the 
districts. 

Question that the item stand as priuted 
put, and agreed to 011 the undertaking 
given by Government. 

Suh-he-ad i - Government Lands mid 
Corupounds in Georgetown-Sanitary 
1rnprovements; $1,500. 

Mr. ELEAZAl): I am iufol'lned tlmt 
$500 ha8 bee11 takeu off this vote at, the 
expense of New Amsterdam. 

Tai,: CHAIRMAN: Who informed the 
ho11. Member? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I was informed from 
outside; I did not ask Government. This 
vote was $2,000; now it is reduced to $1,500. 
For a considerable time not only Georgetown 
but all the villages and Local Authorities 
got some help from Government for sani­
tary purposes. New Am8terdam did not 
get anything until recent times when it 
wa.:; dwindled down from $1,500 to $500; 
uow we are getting nothing at all. If this 
amount is considered sufficient I would be 
very glad to know that New Amsterdam is 
included in it. 

DL'. DE FREITAS: This vote has been 
reduced from vear to veal". I cannot give 
any undertaki;g at pr�sent that it will be 
extended to New Amsterdam because it is 
only sufficient for Georgetown. 

Tu CHAIR:\IAN: I will give the 
hon. Member an undertaking that New 
Amsterdam will get its fair share. The 
amount was reduced by me because in 
1934 the sum spent was $1,200 and I con­
sidered $1,500 sufficient for next yea1·. 
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Sub-head 5-=-Travelling Expenses and 
Subsistence Allowance, $2,100. 

Mr: HUMPHRYS: This vote is nearly 
four times the sum at which it previously 
stood. What is the explanation? 

Mr. McDA V [D (Colonial Treasurer) : 
It represents fixed mileage rates and 
depends on the allowance. 

Dr. DE FREITAS: Another explanation 
is that the area of some of the districts 
has been enlarged, and officers have to 
f1.ttend prosecutions in Police Courts. 
That to a grnat extent accounts for the 
increase in travelling expenses 11.ud subsis­
tence allowance. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: T submit that is 
hot sufficieut explanation. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I am prepared to 
defer t!1e item as a full explanatiou is not 
forthcoming. 

THE COLON CAL SECRETARY: The 
explanation is quite clear. If hou. �Iem­
bers would look at tlie actual expenditure 
for 1934 they would see that trnvelling 
allowances amounted to $1,281, which 
doe,; uot occur either in 1935 or 1936. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. Member 
for Ea:stem Demerara satisfied? 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: More or less, sir, 
uot quite. 

M1m1CAL. 
'l'he Committee reverted to Head 

XVIII.-Medical-�ub-hea,d 20, Allow­
ance� to Medical Otficet·s undergoing 
courses of study in Tropical Medicine and 
Hygieuce, $500 -and divided · on the 
question: 

Ayes-Messrs.Jackson, Jacob, DeAguia1·, 
Dr. De Freitas, Laing, Major Craig, 
D'Audrade, Mullin, McDavid, Professor 
Dash, Major Bain Gray, Dias, the 
Attorney-General and the Colouial Secre 
tary-14. 

.Noes-Messrs. Seymoui·, King, Crum 
Ewing, Humphrys, Walcott, Austin, 
Eleazar, Seafor� and Smellie-11. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr. JACOB: May I enquire with 
respect to sub-head 19 (Remittances-

Commission on $4,000) what are these 
rnmittances ? 

Mr. McDAVID: They a1·e me1·ely the 
cost of remitting money from this Colony 
to the Crown Agents or vici versa when, 
and if, necessa1·y. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: What the hon. 
Member wants to know is whether this 
vote includes the cost of remittance of 
pensions of officers 1·esidiag outside the 
Colony. 

Mr. McDAVID: On that specific 
question the Colonial Regulations provide 
that salaries or pensions paid in the 
United Kingdom are payable free of cost 
of remittance. There are certain pen­
sions paid iu other countries outside the 
British Empire and in Canada on which 
the cost of remittance is deducted. The 
Regulations provide definitely that where­
ever pension or salary is paid in the 
United Kingdom there is no charge. 

l\fr. DE AGUIAR : Am I conect in 
assuming that whe1·e payment of pension 
is made by the C1·own Agents w.e have to 
pay the rate of exchange? I always 
thought there was a debit and credit 
system. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I assume that anv 
money remitted Home has commission 
paid on it, and pensions paid by the Crown 
Agents are paid from those funds, there­
fore remittances or pensions do pay com­
mission. 

Mr. McDAVI[) : '.L'he cost of 1·emit­
tt1.nces is paid by Government because it is 
part of the general arrangement with the 
Colony, but it is not recovered from the 
pensioner. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : It seems ve1·y hard 
that the Colony should pay the com­
mission. 

l\fr. DE AGUIAR: I ask the Colonial 
Treasurer to explain the Regulations a 
little more fully. A pensioner is not a 
person employed. I can w1derstand 
Government providing the salal'ies of 
officers on leave, but I cannot unde1·stand 
this Colony paying the cost of remittance 
of pensions if the officers Ii ve in the 
United Kingdom, while pe11sioners living 
in Russia have to pay it themselves. 

Tm, CHAIRMAN : As far a� I kn.ow 
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it is the same practice throughout the 
whole of the British Empire. If a pen­
sioner of the United Kingdom lives in 
�outh Africa he stili gets his foll pension. 
It is paid by the South African Govetil­
metit. I think the rule is Empire-wide. 

Mr. JACOB: I am not satisfied with 
the explanation. The point is that we 
employ someone here; he �:etires and 
resides in another ·country, and we send 
tlie tnoiley to him the1·e and pay the 
charges. Pe1·haps the Attorney-General 
�vill look into the watter and inform the 
'l;louse whether the cost of remittance 
shoutd be a charge on the Colony. It doe'l 
not seem fair. Salaries are in a different 
position. We give an officer leave and he 
is entitled to get his pay. But when a 
pensioner leaves this Colony and resides 
in another country, to transmit, money 
there to him at our expense seems rather 
harci, and if it is so -it might be possible to 
take the matter up. May I enquire also if 
these pensioners pay Income Tax? 

Mr. MoDA VID : They do. 

Mr. JACOB: If they do we are getting 
something bl!,ck. I made the suggestion 
earlier during this session, and I ask Your 
Excellency to give it con:sidetation, that a 
tax be put on pensioners residing out of 
the Colony. 

Mr. SEAFORD: When a man joins the 
Service you make a contJ.ract with him and 
you are only fulfilling that contract. 

Mr. Mc DAVID: 1 assm·e f.he hon. Mem. 
her that income Tax is collected from 
every pensioner of the Coiouy·, ptovicieci ne· 
is assessible. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Sub-heads 20 to 23 we1;e approved with­
o.ut discussion. 

T11e Council resumed and adjouruetj 
until Wecluesday, 13th November, at 11 
o'clock. 


