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LEGISLATIVE: -GOUNGIL,

Thursday, 10th January, 1929.

The Council met pursuent to adjowr-
ment, Irs ISXCELLENCY TiHE GOVERNOR,
BRIGADIER-GENERAL SIR  GORDON G UGGLS-
BERG, ILC.M.G.,, D.XO., Dresident, in
the Chair.

PRIESENT.

The ITon. The Colonial Secretary, Mr.
C. Douglas-Jones, CALG.

The Hon. The Attorney-General, 1.
Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A, LLAL,
(Cantal.), LL.B. (Lond.)

The Hon. A. . G. Austin (Nominated
Tnofticial Member).

The Ilon. T. T.
Unoflicial Member).

The llon. I'. Dias
official Member).

The Hon. T. Millard, Colouial Treas-
urer.

Major The Hon. W. Bain Gray, M.A.,
PL.D. (Idin.), B.Litt. (Oxon.), Direc-
tor of Lducation.

The Hon. J. 8. Dash, B.S.\., Divector
of Agriculture.

The Hon. R. E. Brassington, (Secuior
Plember for North-West Issequebo),

The Hon. R. V. IEvan Wong, DB.Sec
(Senior Member for South-Llast Iosse-
quebo).

Colonel The Ilon. W. I5. Il
burn, Inspector-General of Police.

Major The Ilon. J. €. Cruig, D.S.O.,
Director of Iublic Works.

The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. Ifor.
(Cantah.) Conservator of I'orests.

The Hon. 8. 1. Bayley, Munaging
Director, Colonial Transport Depart-
ment.

Smelliec (Nominated

(Nominated Un-

Brad-

The Hon. J. Mullin, A.LDMA., .81,

Commissioner of Lands and Mines.
The Hown. N. Cannon, (Senior Mem-
ber for Georgetown),

T . d . ’
Licisparive Cotner.

( Message. (94

The ITon. H. C. Humphrys (dMember
for East Demerara).

Tle Hon. A. V. Crane, LT.B,, (Lond.),
(Membeyr for West Demerara).

The ™on. Fercy C. Wight, (Junior
Member for (reorgetown).

The Hon. J. lileazar (Junior Mem-
ber for New Amsterdam).

The IHoun. J. Gonsalves (Member fox
Georgetown).

The Ilon. E. I. Tredericks, LI.B,
(Junior Member for Sovuth-East lisse-
quebo).

The ITon. . 1. Beeram,
lor Demerara).

The Hon. S. MeD, De Freitas, M.A.
(Junior Member for North-West Esse-
quebo).

The Ton. J. Smith (Nominated Un-
official Mewmber).

The Iloun. S. X. Seymour, A.M.I.
Mech., E. (Nominated Unofticial Men-
ber).

(Member

MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Ith January, as printed and civeulated,
were confirmed,

ANNOUNCIMENT.

Professor DASH (Director of Agri-
culture): I am the bearer of the fol-
lowing Messuage from the Governor:—

MESSAGIE No. 23 of 1928,
IIonourable Members of the
Legislative Council ;

1 have the honour to invite the Council
to authorise the payment of a cempassion-
ate allowance at the rate of $9¢ per annumn
to Numkak, until recently employed as a
gardener at the Botanic Gardens, with
cfiect from 1si April, 1928,

Numkak, who is 73 ycars of age, has
faithfully served the Government with uni-
formly good character for a beriod of 31
years, and on account of age is no longer
physically fit to perform his duties. He was
employed as a dai]y_ labourer at the rate
of 72 cents a day.
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I therefore recommmend that a compas-
sionate allowance at the rate mentioned
be approved.

I G. GUGGISBERG,
Governor.
Government House,
Georgetown,
9th January, 1929.

GOVERXNXMENT NOTICES.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

Notice was given that at the next
meeting of the Council leave would Le
asked to introduce and have read the
first time the following Bills:—

A Bill to make provision for raising Q
Loan of three million c¢ne huwirdred aud
three thousand five hundred pounds sterling
for certain public purposes.

A Bill to provide that w10 further Loans
shall be raised under the TPublic Loan Or-
dinance, 19i6.—(Coleninl Sceretary.)

Notice was given that tlie following
Government dMotion would be moved at
the next mecting of the Council:—-

That with reference to the Governor's
Message No. 28 of 1928, this Council anthor-
ises the payment of a compassionate allow-
ance at the rate of $96 per annum to Num-
kak, until recently employed asg a gardener
at the Botanic Gardens, with effect from
1st April, 1928, (Professor Nash))

PETITIGN.

Mr. Sceram laid on the table a peti-
tion from DBesessar for the refund of
licence duiy paid in 1928 in respect of a
motor car.

ORDER OF TIIE DAY.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

The Council resumed consideration
in Committee of the draft estimates of
expenditure for the year 1929  under the
head “Hospitals, Asylumms and Dispen-
saries.”
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Mr. WONG: I would like to eail
the attention of the Committee to the
suggestion thrown out yesterday by Mr.
Dias in regard to item 23 (Medical Offi-
cer No. 1 Dispensary and Alws IHouse
$1,560 Lo $1,800 by $i8—$1,800), and
if necessary to meve the formal amend-
ment for the deletion of the item. I
cannot add anything to the veasous
which have been given by the hon. mem-
ber, nor, indeed, do I think it is necess-
ary that I should. 1t scems to me this
is  uwudonbfedly o case where we can
save $1,800 from the expenditure of this
rear, As the hon. miember has pointed
out, the conditions that existed at the
time when this item was Dbrought into
{lie Government Dudget no longer ob-
tains, and 'for that, if for no other reas-
on, the time is ripe to my miud thai it
should be taken off. I do mot know
what ;Government’s attitude in this mat-
ter will Dbe, bat I feel sure, sir, as far
as the unofficial side of the TTouse is
concerned, this amendment will find fav-
our with evervone.

Mr. CRANE: I am Lound to add wmy
quotla to the appeal to Government to
save some money where it is possible to
do so. I think the service which is
rendered for this $L,800 can very well
be rendered without the addition of a
single penny it medical officers from the
hospital are detailed to do this work.
I understand that this is not the only
emolument which goes to that officer.
There arc other fees collected half of
which he draws,-and I am certain in
the very laudable attempt “which is now
Dbeing made to spend no more money
than is necessary this sum can be sav-
ed. This item has outlived the mneces-
sity for its appearance on the IEsti-
mates. In those days in the war-time
when -persons had gone to the TFront
we could not get medical men for the
Service, but now-a-days we have a full
service of medical officers. I happen {o
know personally that a good many of
these pfficers take duty in turn and
therefore time can be made to give the
very limited service which is given to
these dispensaries, if no outsider be
engaged but a Government officer do
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the work. The work at the Alms 1louse
is  Government work and should Dbe
done by a Government officer, and the
No. 1 -Dispensary can very well be done
Iy him also. I do not know if the Col-
onial Seeretary will be ood enough to
inform this Ilouse wlether or not the
dispensary at the I’ublic Ilospital is
BLeing run by an outsider too.

The CTHAIRMAMN: With regard to
dispensaries we might leave that for
the re-organisation which will come on
and which I have purposely mnot at-
tempted in the absence of the Surgeon
General. I do mot think it would De
fair. I would like to point oul with
regard to this item 23 that Government
is very much in favour of what three of
the houn. members have brought to its
notice. They are undoubtedly right.
But I would like to make a point here
and that is that two of these hon. mem-
bers are 'members  of  the KExecutive
Council and it would lave Dbeen only
fair when this estimate of expenditure
was examined by that Council that they
should have drawn attention to this item
as they have done at present. If tliey
had done so one would have been able
to make enquiry into the necessity and
possibility of a Government AMedical
Officer doing the work. As this was
not done, I would like, if hon. memhbers
would agree to do w0, 1o leave this item,
in here and to make an immediate en-
quiry into the possilility of it, and if
it is  possible to issue inxfructions
that this money shoald not be spent.
If Dion. members would leave it in
that way I slhall be prepaved to
do that. I am very much obliged to
hon. members for drawing atleution to
1his subject.

Mr. WONG: To a point of explana-
tion. 1 ‘would like to point out that I
was on leave when most of these ilems
on the Istimates were heing considered
by the Bxeculive Council.

Mr. WIGHT: T think, personally, it
would be a very retrograde step to take.
I have had complaints from patients in
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hospital that they cannot get
attention from the doctors there
ause the place is much too full.

proper
be-

Mr. BRASSINGTON: {What operat-
el in my mind is this: Is the hospital
so over-staffed that they can spare an
officer to take on the duties of the
Alms  ITouse and No. 1 Dispensary
without neglecting the large number of
patients they have to deal with there?
There is a large number of patients
in  the Alms  House,—whether suf-
ficient time is given to them or not
it ought to be—and to my mind it
weuld appear this is a question, as
Your Excellency says, that can only Dbe
decided on after you have had the ex-
pert opinion of the Surgeon General
hinselt. I, personally, do not Lknow
whether the Alms IIouse is efficiently
served or whether there is any mneed
for a change there, but there certainly
is, and there can be no mistake about
it, a large number of people there, and
it ought to take up a good deal of time
for anylolticer to look after them. Those
unforiunate people are eutitled to the
very Dest medical advice and comfort
they can get.

My. ELEAZAR: I thought everybody
was in agreement that this is unneces-
sary expenditure, because it was an

cmergency measure. Iloes the cmier-
cency still exist? I say it does mnot,

and no member can say it does. At
tlie time this arrangement was entered
into there were many officers on leave—
a state of affairs which does not exist
ta-day.

The CHAIRMAN: I quite agree with
ihe hon. members who have spoken.
Nothing can prove their case Detter
than a personal enquiry into the mat-
ter, and that 1 have promised to do at
the earliest possible moment.

Ttem 33—-Travelling Allowances.

Mr. SEERAM: T would like to bring
to the attention -of Govérnment~the ab-
solute necessity. for. atdispénsary in.cer-
laig river district The Malaicony
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and Mahaica Crecks are two of those
districts which are Dbadly in need of
some medical aid. Unfortunately, the
public road attached to these two dis-
tricts does not extend into the crecks and
as a result it is very difficult for peo-
ple to ohtain medical attention and
death has in some cases resulted there-
by. The Demerara River district I de-
sire also to submit to Govermment. Be-
tween Coverden and Christianburg a
large number of people reside on both,
banks of the river aund there is only
one dispensary and that at Christian-
burg. A few days ago I Jaid on the
table a petition appealing to Govern:
ment to extend the road from Cover-
den to Hyde P’ark so as to bring people
in the case of emergency to Georgetown
quickly.

Mr. CRANE: 1 am bound to sup-
port the appeal which has Dbeen made
by the hon. Member for Demerara be-
cause a portion of my constituency fulls
within the area referred to Dby bhim.
But at the same time I must definitely
point out in answer to him ihat you
have a population there that is so
scattered that it is difficult to tell where
to locate this dispensary il a decision
is arrived at to evect it. One point he
made—a good point, I submit—and that
is the extension of the road from Cover-
den to ITyde I'ark, a distance of four
miles. At Ilyde Park tlere is a fairly
large population cut off from town sand
they have to journey by hoat from Ilyde
Park to Coverden and then to the City
by road. I quite agree that if the roal
is extended Dby four miles it will e very
easy to get sick people from the district
to the City. Ilyde Park is the last dis-
triet in the Demerara River which may
be regarded as Dbeing populated to any
great extent. Thot portion of the hon.
member’s appeal T heartily support.

Mr. FREDERICKS: 1 desire to join
in the appeal in so far as the road is
concerned. I think there can be no
great difficulty in making the extension
vehicular.
~The CHAIRMAN: TJii:’s}’qu?fés'tion of
road docs come up in connexion with
dispensarjes, but the hon. Member for
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West Demerara rather struck the right
nuil on the head when he alluded to
the scattered nature of the population.
I do mnot see why we should not have
—and it is a matter I should cousult
tlie Surgeon General about—some such
syxtem as o floating dispensary for
river population, something {hat will Le
able to float up to the various scttlements
once a week or once a fortnight and in
Tact to act on the water ax a travelling
motor dispensary does on the laud. Re-
cen{ly under ihe same circumstances
mentionst by the hon. menmber, in the
northern territory of the Gold Coast
where tle population is greatly scatter-
ed they have introduced o travelling
motor dispeusary  with a  dector in
attendance, and the motor covers one or
Two thousand miles every month around
the ontlying villages. 1 do not see why
some fsuch principle with all the re-
sources, improvewents and invention of
medical seicuce should not be applied to
the water in this country.

T{ent 3L4—Dictary.
Mr. GONSALVES: I sece, sir, that

this item has been reduced to $9S500
and I happen to be in this position to-
day of not knowing the views of Govern-
ment with regard to the reduction. 1
was wondering whether, in view of the
suggestion made a little while ago that
iter 23 Dbe deleted, in order to ensure
sufticient dietazy for the patients at the
hospilal, il Government see fit to agree
with the suggestion for its deletion, that
ihe wucunt ¢f item 23 be added 1o this
item. It would not mean an increase
hecause the figures would remain the
same, but it would ensure patients gef-
ting sufficient dietary to at any rate
keep them alive.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I desire to endorse
the remarks of the last speaker. 1
fear {the patienis at (he hospital have
never been over-fed. The complaint has
always been 1bat they arve under-fed. 1
therefore hope Government will pay af-
iention to wliat the houn. member has
said.

The CHAIRMAN:

note to the item.

There is a foot-
I think foot-notes
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should not he econsidered as mere print-
ing. It says: “Considered sufficient.”
That meaus that in the expert opinion
of the Medical Department they will Dbe
able te feed those patients without ve-
ducing the qualily of their food for the
sunt of 443,500 instead of $101,000. I
hope they will be able to do so, and if
they do mot one will hear of the com-
plaints hon. members speak about. A
man is prone to speak about his food.

T should also like to draw attention
to arother point in counexion with this.
If hion. members will look at the ab-
stract of 1lie actual expenditnre for the
Ingt five years, they will find that pages
42 to A7 of 1he Listimates added up give
$572,000,  TWell, hon. members, we can-
not afford to do that. Next vear that
sum has got to come down unless we are
eoinz to have something to entirvely
change our anticipation of what the
revenne is eoing 1o prodnee. We have
to make up our minds that we have to
reduce in all Mepariments and as re-
oards the Medieal Department we have
to reduce those things which Teast af-
fect the efficiency . of the attendance and
the quality of the accommodation given
to the inmates of the hospital. T would
like to draw hon. members' attention
to that, beeause the claimg of humanity
on {the one side are very insistent and
naturally receive all of Government’s
altention and sympathy, bat .on the
other side wa have to foot the Dill. That
total of $572,000 ix avite separaie from
1he Government Publie TTealih Depart-
ment on page 54, which is nearly $59,
€00, and quite apart from ilis are ques-
tions of water-supply, sanitation, con-
struction of hospitals and dispensaries
which daring the yvear 1929 will cextain-
Iy bring the expenditnre on  public
health in all directions to well over a
million dollars.

I only point this out to show that
Government has very great difticulties
about reduction on ihe one hand and
about doing the very hest for the sick
of the country on the other. T quite
agree with hon. members that it is mno
good feeding patients unless you are go-
ing to feed them well, and if $S8,000 is
not suflicient then we shall have to in-
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crease it at the cost of some other item.
I hope hon. members will not consider
I am dismissing their views on these
Estimates lightly. One wants to hear
what hon. members have to say as it
gives an opportunity to tell them how
far Government can go. All these ques-
tions tend to improve the understand-
ing bhetween Goverament and hon, mem-
bers,

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

Mr. ELEAZAR: There is mnothing
carried out with respect to the item
“Sanitary Improvements, New Amster-
dam, Berbice,” but there are items
“Approved Sanitary Works, $3,500” and
“Clovernment Tands—Sanitary Tmprove-
I am not aware wheth-
er it is  Government’s intention to
merge the whole into the two items and
New Amsterdam will get a small share
in the usual'way. T am going to plead
{hat New Amsterdam should get its
small portion out of what is passing
around. Since 1907 Government has
been contributing to samnitary improve-
ments of the Local Authorities, in-
cluding Georgetown, with the exception
of New Amsterdam. In 1927 New
Amsterdam got a vote of $1,500 which
was spent under the supervision of the
Local Government DBoard. Tast year,
through some misunderstanding, we got
ounly $1.000. Since receiving the grant
we have embarked on a certain  cam-
paign by direction of the Medical
Oflicer of ITealth and if nothing i3 vot-
ed this vear the work will be neglected.
The Town Council have expended cer-
tain monies already in the hope that
we were going to get the $1,000.

Mr. CRANE: The Surgeon General
happens not to be here and I might not
readily obtain information as to what
is intended to he domne this year with
items 18 and 19. The item for New
Amsterdam against which no sum ap-
pears is a mew item. Tt has only ap-
peared for two years. An endeavour
was Deing made as regards Georgetown
to have its ‘environs looked after and
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mosquito work carried - out. It ‘was
then that the hon. Junior Member for
New Amsterdam asked that New Awm-
sterdam should be treated in the same
way and Government contribute some-
thing to the work there. If item 18
can be so used as to give something out
of it to New Amsterdam no one would
bo amore pleased than I, and it may be
possible to give them something out of
that item for work to Dbe done under
the supervision of the Sanitary Officer
of ‘the district.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I should like
to ask Government for :some informa-
tion in regard to reports rveceived with
respect to the villages from Anna Re-
gina. I do mnot know if it is the in-
tention of Government to allocate any
portion, of these sums to Issequebo. It
is no stretch of the imagination when
I tell Your Excellency that conditions
in some of the villages are mothing
short of appalling. Appalling is the
only word I can use. The water is up
to the parapets of the public road—
black, stinking water with mosquitoes
in myriads. I have already pointed
out that it is due to the absence of
pumping plants. There is no pumping
plant there and no way of getting the
water off the land. I appeal to Gov-
ernment, as I hiave heen doing for years,
to do something for the people in re-
gard to health conditions. In the past
the Administration have shamefully
neglected their duty.

The CHAIRMAN: I am sure Gov-
ernmment has the utmost sympathy
with what the hon. member has said. I
do not know that I am called upon to
take up the cudgels of the old Court,
but if the old Court did not have the
necessary amount of money I do not see
how they could have possibly tackled
-such an appalling condition of things
as the hon. member thinks. The ex-
penditure allowed to the Government
Public Health Department is one of
those jokes which I have discovered in
this Colony. It is totally and absolute-
ly inadequate. 'On the one hand we are
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spending more money than we can
afford on things like hospitals and so
on. I do not say that there is no necess-
ity for them, but preveuntion is always
Letter than cure. If we are going to
spend all  our available funds—and
members must remember that they are
limited—on such things as hospitals,
we shall have no funds for this cam-
paign of prevention. I can assure the
Lon. member who has just spoken that
the inquiry into the general re-organis-
ation of the Departments of Public

Tlealth. will go exhaustively into this

matter, and I prophesy that there will
e a considerable amount of criticism
when  this  Council meets in twelve
months' time to consider the Estimates
for 1930. The hon. member can rely on
Government’s entire sympathy on this
question of sanitation of the districts
on the coastal helt.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I am only
asking Government to do for Essequelo
what it has done for the people on the
Tast Coast, and that is the erection of
pumping plants.

The CHAIRMAN: As tlie hon, the
Surgeon General is absent from the
Council, I think the DLest time to -decide
how mueh of the vote for approved
sanitary works will be spent in  New
Amsterdam will be when he returns to
the Colony.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

The CHAIRMAN: T intended when I
came here this morning just to say a
few words on the. question of the Edu-
calion Department, which may obviate
the necessity of certain questions. The
first point is with regard to the ap-
pointment of a Deputy Director of
Tducation. I think there is no officer
in this Colony who has a greater op-
portunity as an optimist on the prin-
ciple which I described in my speech
vesterday than the Director of Iduca-
tion. If the optimist is the man
who sees the opportunity in difficulties,
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I think the Director of Tiduecaton is
that man. I have had a good decal of
experience in education—if hon. mem-
Lers would excuse a personal note—as
T have had in my time to re-organise
cducation in a previous Colony. I have
learnt a good deal of sense from that;
at least I hope it is sense. At any rate
I have learnt enough to know that the
Director of Education has got one of
the higeest jobs in the Colony. The jolY
has not been made easier but rather
more complicated by the fact that a
Commission on Education was held in
this Cqlony some two ,or three years
ago. Now, if the Director of Iiduca-
tion is going to re-organise the edunca-
tion system of this Colony ,properly,—
the expenses of another Commitiee of
if we are going to aveid having to bear
experts to arrvive in this Colony, experts
who have no previous practical experi-
ence of the conditions here,—if he is to
do that, and if he is to carry on with
justice to those bodies who are running
assisted schools, he must have a Deputy
Director of Xducation to assist him.
The amount of work before him is such
that he ‘could net possibly carry it out.
In the first place; the Director of Iidu-

cation is Iamentably short of an In-
spectorate stall; he has only got two

Inspectors of Schools and.a third offi-
cer called the Assistant Inspector and
Educational District Officer. With that
staff T have no hopes whatever that the
Director of Education would be able to
re-organise the system of eduncation on
satisfactory lines. TTe may be able ta
re-organise on lines of a sort, but not
on lines which Government and hon.
members want the education of the
Colony rec-organised. ITon. members
now have the choice. They ecan choose
Between having a Deputy Director of
Tiduecation,—a skilled and experienced
officer who will Dhe the “right-hand
man®” of the Director of Education. I
may ‘say at once that we have no officer
in the Colony who is fit for promotion
to that office. On the other hand, if
they do not want Education re-organis-
ed, they can vote against this item.
With these preliminary remarks on
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the Education Department, T will be
very glad mow if hon. members would
criticise any of the items to which they
want to call attention.

Mr. ELEAZAR: Your Excellency,
I take o great deal of interest in this
Department and I regret to hear from
Your Excellency that there is n. ofticer
in the Colony who could be Deputy
Irivector. If that is so the Department
was very much behind hand when the
Director of Iducation acted as Colonial
Secretary a few,months age. Anyhow I
observe that the onus which is being
cast npon the Director of Education to-
day was asked for by himself. He
sought the position at Queen’s College
and afier it was rejected he—

The CHAIRMAN: Ts the hon, mem-
her referring to the appointment of the
Director of Xducation in charge of
Queen’s College?

Mr. ELEAZAR: Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN:
point of order.  The Director of Iidu-
cation was placed in charge of Queen’s
College after wmy first visit to that
scandalous institution. I was absolute-
ly amazed at the Dbad spirit which
was evident in the atmosphere of the
whole of Queen’s College when I visited
it about a week or two after my arrival
here. 1 bave inspected a good many col-
leges and schools during the last ten
or fifteen years—and I have got in the
habit of telling what is the spirit of a
regiment, or school, or any other col-
lectior. of people Dby their attitude and
the look in their faces and the way they
deport themselves—and 1 have seldom
seen anything more Jamentable “‘than
Queen’s College.  The question of ap-
peinting a Principal to remedy this state
of affairs immediately came up, and
then had to be considered the question
who wag the most valuable man to have
—a Principal for Queen’s College now,
‘or a Deputy Director of Education with
whom we can re-organise the whole sys-
tem of education, ;Queen’s College in-
cluded, I decided, rightly or wrongly,

Well, just to a
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that we should do without the jPrinci-
pal for the moment and allow the actiny
Principal to carry on, Dlut that the
Director of Education must have direct
control, not of details, but his words
must fearry in everything that apper-
tains to Queen's College. This was mis-
represented as meaning that the Diree-
tor of Iidueation had been appointed
Principal of Queen’s College. That ix
not so. T quite agree that the Direclor
of Taducation was taken away from his
duties to act as Colonial Secretary, and
I am afraid it will have to happeu
again for two or three weeks when the
Fon. Douglas-Tones is away at the con-
ference, but T do not think there will be
any harm in his being away from his
post temporarily at the moment hecanse
T am afraid the pnsiﬁm? ix so hopeless
that the Director of Eduneation eannot
but struggle along,

Mr. ELEAZAR: T said on a previous
occasion that where Your Ixcellency
was satisfied (hat a thing was necess-
ary T would abide by the result. You
have investignied this matter and found
the course .\’ou‘ have indicated necessary.
By all meavs let it be earried on.

Mr. CRANE: T must confess, sir,
that T intended prior to your remarks
to oppose this new office.  Your remarks
have resulted:in a closer inspection of
ihese estimates and in apprecintion ot
the position as it stands. The ground
of my complaint was that this very
valuable officer, who is a specialist in
his particular department, is taken off
specialist work to do a number of petiy
administrative acts. He has been engag-
ed on a number of Committees and [
intended to ask a question on the num-
Ler of lours lie sat_on them in order to
restrict his services in these dirvections.
I am no longer going to do it. I ob-
serve that we are passing the =alary of
the Deputy Director of Iiducation for
six months and during that time we
will be saving the salary of the Priuci-
pal of Queen’s College. On this item
I shall have to convert opposition into
active support.

Mr. SEERAM: Like other membhers
I,intended to oppose this vote hut from
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Your Excellency's remarks my opposi-
tion turns into support. T see there
has Dbeeir all-round  rveduction of the
grants 1o secondary schools. Several of
these schools will suffer greatly, and I
refer particularly to the Berbice ITigh
School for boys. Lt is the only institu-
tion in Berbice which provides second-
ary education for boys whose parents
cian afford to give them secondary edu-
citien. T cannot ask that the amounts
laken ofl the grants to these schools
shoulid be restored at this stage, but X
ask Your Iixcellency 1o consider their
claims after you have visited the County
and <een {(hings for yourself. The Ber-
bice ITigh School for boys caters parti-
cularly for hoys from the Corentyne aw
well as for boys who win scholarships
and reside in Berbice. An increased grant
was given to this school last year and
as a result a new Master was brought
out to angment the slaff. T am snre
vou have heen impressed, sir, with the
work of the Bishop's ILigh School, and
for this school T also urge that Govern-
ment should dn something. T shanld
also like to make an appeal on behalf
of ihe Tndian population with respect
to vernacular education. Your Excel-
leney’s pronouncement is that every op-
portunity will be afforded boys and girls
of Todian nationalily 1o get eduecation
in their own langnage if they are 1o
maintain their national customs and to
compete with children of other races,
and on that point T have no doubt that-
{hie Tndian community are very gratified
and hopeful. There are two schools
now in existenee: one at Albuoyvstown
and  the other at Winsdor Torsst.
These schools have been doing practi-
eal work, especially the Albuoystown
scheol  which  is not only teaching
children of the East Tndian race but
children of other races. Jovernment
aave me an assurance last vear that the
matter was heing laoked into and I ask
Government. specially to consider this
school in the re-organisation scheme.

Ttem  43-~Training
town, ¢12,000.

Mr. CRANE: The Divector of FEidu-
cation promised the Legislature that
certain officers of the Iiducation Depart-

Centre, George-
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nient would be employed at this institu-
tion and I should like to hear now
whether reasonable tenure has heen giv-
en  to those oflicers. It has Dbeen
rumoured very widely that one of the
oflficers whom the Director promised
would he given a certain amount of
permauency is  there on a mouth's
iotice. That is the kind of thing one
finds himsclf forced to refer to here. 1
de not like the scaftered nature of {he
worlk done under this head. I believe
there is a house in Main Street, one in
Murray Street, another in Charlesiown
and one sowewhere else. I ‘think this
branch of {he work cau stand a lot ol
Your Excellency’s investigation. Tet us
concentrate for the lenefit of training
and discipline.

The CHAIRMAN: I have been very
closely into that question—which is
probably  the most importaut—the
training of teachers, and I do wnot see
what the Director of ldducation coutt
have doune with regard to huildings le-
yond what he has done. Ile las not
Leen able to raise them from tie
ground. Of course the thing is absuid,
BLut it is the best we can do. The hon.
member will find that there is quile a
substantial sum now allowed for the
erection of a huilding, which will in-
clude the Training College for Teach-
ers, but the whole of the plans are held
up until we can conduct a closer examni-
ination and then show the details  of
what is really required. I quite agree
that the present arrangement is a poor
one, and 1 do not think the Direclor of
Tducation is pleased about it himself,
but as far as I can see it is the Dbest
at the moment. As regards the ques-
tion of tlie staff I am sure that the
Direetor of Iiducation will auswer that
satisfactorily if the lon. member will
have an inferview with hinm.

Ttem Jt—TRefresher
Teachers, $1,500.

Mr. ELEAZAR: The nien have Dbecn
in this institution under six months,
and, sir. you are going to give them a
refresher course before they have any-
thing to refresh. (Laughter.) I want

Courses  for
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some details as to how this money is
being spent.

The CHAIRMAN: This is not for the
teachers who are being trained now but
to bring teachers in. I hope it will
have some beneficial effect.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I understand that the
Training Centre is being run by a Prin-
cipal who is 24 years of age. As is the
teacher so is the pupil. It seems to me
that in these days of precocity a ‘man
ol 24 years has hardly formed his own
character yet and it would be”difticult
Tor him to form the character of boys.
1 hear that there ave very grave fore-
bodings as {lie students are them-
selves about 2 years of age and are
not likely to Dbe influenced by a Prin-
cipal who is very little removed from
thiem in the matter of age. That is the
complaint I have heard and I am in-
clined to endorse it.

Major GRAY (Director of Educa-

tion): I suppose the lon. member
ix  referring to the Second Inspec
tor of Schools. It is a typical

cexample of siaft and organisation. We
could not afford last year te appoint a
special officer to supervise this institu-
tion and we were also badly in need of
a Sceond Inspector of Schools. We had
this officer appointed and with the
supervision of the Inspector of Schools,
and to a certain extent such supervi-
sion as I have given myself, we have
started the Training Centrve. We had
Leen wadting years and, as you
suggested sir, we did the very best we
could under the circumstances. It is
quite premature for the hon. member,
or anybody else, to form an opinion of
ilie officer’s work Dlecause ten days ai-
ter his arrival in the Colony he went
to lospital with typhoid fever. Tlere
is a good deal in favour of placing the
training of yvoung men under young
men, and I suggest that the hon. mem-
ber should "wait until he is in a posi-
tion to form an opinion.

(wWo

Ttem G2.—Equipment, Colomial School,
Anna Regina, $3,000,
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Major GRAY: I move the deletion of
this item: It is not intended to 'aban-
don the equipment of the school but to
postpone - it.
Question put, and agreed to.

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL.

Mr. CRANE: When the votes under
this head were before the Legislature a
Year or two ago the hon. Colonial Sec-
retary, who was then administering the
Government, was considering the ;ques-
tion of whether provision could not
be made by the use of this money for
both boys and girls under the charge of
the Salvation Army. I do mnot know

how far his investigation has gone
with regard to the malter. It is very

well to provide for the male sex. I am
not able to say whether the female specie
is not worse than the male; but very
great meed exists for provision to Dbe
made for girls. Girls of 13 and 14
vears of age commit crimes, and the
Magistrates throw up their hands not
knowing what {o do. L believe that at
one time they were sent to the Alms
House Dbut the atmosplere there vras
just as bad and it had to be abandon-
ed. Although a lot has Dbeen said about
the good work done in {he field and in
industrial training at Onderneeming,
very little can be said of reform of the
boys sent there. 1t is a recruiting
ground for the larger penitentiary.
That is the experience of most people.
I had hoped that some enquiry had
been made to see what could be done
for the reformation of juvenile erim-
inals, Doth male and female.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to ¢all at-
tention to item 21 (Arable Farm—TTp-
keep, $800). Things seem all right at
Onderneeming but. there is a mysterious
something lacking in the essential re-
sults of the reformation which the boys
who are sent there are expected to
show after leaving the institution.
Your Excellency will find on investiga-
tion that although the boys are trained
in agriculture they never pursue it when
they leave the institution. As a matter
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of fact the boys are supposed to be train-
ed in agriculture more than in anything
else. I.am reminded of the words of
Ruskin: “Art without indastry is guilt,
and industry without art is brutality.”
I think that applies to this institution,
You have a schoolmaster there to look
Tafter the literary side but you have no
agricultural instructor to teach them
agriculture. 1 visited the institution
and the Noperintendent told me that
the boys would not take to agriculture.
The is that there is industry
without avt. The resuit is that when
ithe Doyy leave the institution they
araduate  to  the Penal  Nettlement.
T think the remedy can be forthcoming
Ty the Director of Education divecting
some of his cnergies to the institution
and placing there one of the Agricul-
tural Instruciors who have Dbeen dis-
missed and are only too glad to have
something 1o do, so that the boys may
acquire an intelligent knowledge of agri-
culture.

Mr. SEYMOUR: T am aflraid that
the hon member is speaking without
fucts. My expericuce of Onderneeming
Jduring the last two years is that there
has been improvement oun {he right
lines. Mlie boys are trained to handle
carpenters’ tools, which they did not
Inow hefore, and T have seen xome of
the work done hy them. The lines now
adopted are entively dilferent to what
they were before. The boys are happy.
1 think it would bhe a mistake to drop.
Onderneeming for any ollier lines. We
are training there good tailors, bakers

reason

and carpenters, and I hope to sece
plumbers and others and on a small

scale the agricultural side. T have seen
the DLest onious grown at Onderneeming
and competing with onions grown at
PIn. Cecilia.  That is something done.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I distinctly said
that T visited the institution and was
told by the Superintendent that the hoys
would not take to agriculture. I don't
know what the hion. member is talking
about.

Mr. De FREITAS: This. institution
happens to ke in my constituency. Some
little time ago I asked that ‘certain
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statisties should be afforded members
as to what Dbecame of the boys after
they left Onderneeming and it was
found that about 50 per cent. were plac-
ed in various trades in Georgetow:il.
Very few Decame farmers. It was felt
at the time that although they weyre
placed to tlie extent of 50 per e¢ent. in
Georgetown they never kept their posi-
fion aiwul sooner or later became wasters
again. My anxiety is that these boys
after they leave the instifution, where
perhaps they had done well as carpen-
levs;, tailors and plumhers, seem never
to establish themselves in those callings.
Tt is my feeling that all is not well with
the institution and that <omething
shonld he done. I paid a visit to the
institution and everyvthing secemed rosy.
WWe heard the hand and saw the hoys at
work, bot we do not meet these hoys
in Lider life as we meet the boys from,
Nr. Barnado’s Tome. T am gorry that
T have to agree with the view that the
institution is the recruiting ground for
the penitentiary.

Mr. FREDERICKS: I have Dbeen to
Ondernceming and can say that the pres-
ent Superintewdent hax done things to
Lielp the Doys. But that is not the
point.  The poiat ix:  Can the boys e
treated less eriminally than they are
treated to-day? A little urchin of 12
or 13 commits a breach of the law, he
is taken to Brickdam S{ation and to the
Police Cowrt and is chucked ionto the
same lock up as a criminal;\and le is
handled in every manner as a criminal.
It scems to me that if there is anything
to lelp Onderneeming it is to remove
from this unfortunate boy the c¢riminal
methods in the Colony. The great
wrong in the whole thing is that from
first to last the Dboy is treated as a
criwzinal, and I cannot conceive that we
shall bhe able to get real henefit from
the expenditure on Ondernceming nntil
we devise means iy which this erring
child will be treated as a child from
ille moment of his arrest to the date of
lis release. Further points for con-
sideration are whetlier there should
not be some continuation period after
ihe release of the boys and a sort of
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Colony where they can work for the
wood of themselves and the State.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: As a member
of the division I have visited the insti-
tution and was/always struck with the
e¢xcellent way it was conducted. I can-
not -say that the boys had an air|of ill-
treatment about them mnor can I say
that they looked particularly happy.
The problemt'is a very difficult one: g
problem of what we are going to do
with the waifs and strays of George-
town, We hear that they are taken be-
fore the Magistrate in the ordinary
Dolice gang and put in the lock-up like
any ordinary criminal. Tt might be
possible not to bring them before a
Magistrate. If you are going to hand
over the institution to the Salvation
Army, as has Deen remarked, they
ought to do better because they will
handle these boys in a different man-
ner to the way they are handled at
Ondernceming. It is said that the boys
arc treated as criminals. I do not
think that is fair to the Superintend-
ent or to the institution. I can haxdly
believe that there has not heen some ma-
chinery as to the after career of these
Dboys. The Managing Director of the Co-
lonial Transport Department was Super-
intendent of the institution for a num-
Per of years and administered it sue-
cessfully. T personally would be interest-
ed to lhear his views, which nvould be
first-hand and should be accepted with
confidence. I hope Your Excellency
will allow lLim to do that.

The CHAIRMAN: I would be glad
to do that: But is it worth while? We
propose to hand wver the reformation
of hoth boys and girls to the Salvation
Army. Is it worth while to go into
the question of whether the system at
Onderneeming at present is a success
or not when we are going to disestab-
lish the institution? It does not seem on
whether Onder-
neeming is very good or very bad, but
it scems to me Jlike the proverbial
Curate’s ege. In  the circumstances
it scems a waste of time. Perhaps the
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hon. Colonial Secretary will tell the
Council what progress has been made.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr.
Douglas-dones) : It was either the

hon. Member for West Demerara
or : the hon. Junior Member for
Berbice who made a suggestion last
year that the institution should De

handed over to the Salvation Army,
and I undertook that the matter would
be investigated. That has been ddone.
I also met certain members of the then
Combined Court, of shich the hon.
Junior Member Hfor North-West Es-
seqneho was a member. We took the
wmatter up and on my way to Iingland
T had a long conversation with (folonel
“Bare, who has since been transferved.
=In England T also conferred with ihe
heads of the Salvation Army there.
They were entirely in favonr of the idea
And suggested that when T ecame back T
should consult the new Commissioner,
Colonel Twilley, whose headquarters
were in Trinidad. After consultation
with the Colonel and Major Tlackett it
was decided {hat they should an to
Onderneeming and the DTenal Settle-
ment to see if there was any possibility
of arranging at cither of those places
to combine a -girly’ reformatory with
the boys” reformatory. MThey were ulso
te consider whether they preferred to
¢all thenm Boys® and Girls’ Industrial
Sechools. They went and frmn their
point of view Onderneeming was quite
fmpossible: they could mnot have the
dual institution there. They then pro-
eceeded to the Penal Settlement and
were very much attracted by the place.
They said they felt certain that they
could lannch two institutiona there, one
for boys and one for girls, and would
willinely wundertake it but they had to
submit the matter to headquarters in
England. Qa far no reply has heen
received but I am sure from conversa-
tions I had in Tondon that head-
auarters will view the niatter with fav-
our,

Briefly, Government will make a 'sub-
-vention of $25,000, which is practically
the cost of Omnderneeming School, and
for that sum they will undertake to
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launchh and operate an institution for
boys, and we hope for the same amount
that Onderneeming has ¢ost to get an
Industrial School for girls as well. If
we ¢an do that I think we will be do-
ing very gond Dbusiness. The establish-
menf of a Girls” Tndustrial School has
heen under the consideration of Gov-
crnment for a long time, but the diffi-
cul{y lias heen to find a convenient site
and the money to establish it. I think
we are now well on the way to estab-
dish Dboth, sir, subject to your visiting
hoth Onderneeming and the Penal Set
ilement, acquainting yourself with both
places, and deciding whether in your
opinion the Penal Settlement is a suit-
able place to establish both institutions
under ilie puspices and control of the
Salvation Army. Of course, it would
be impossible to establish an institu-
tion of this sort at the Penal Settle-
ment until the present buildings have
been altered, and that is one of the
fisrst things in the rve-organisation pro-
evamme which will have to Dhe done.
There is one otlier point which has heen
raised by the hon. Junior Member for
South-Bast Tssequebo with regard to
Leys and givls heing brought before the
Magistrates. Of course, the corollary
of an institution such as hing heen sue-
gested would be Juvenile Courts. Such
Courts are very badly needed and the
maiter has not heen overlooked. Omne of
the first things to he done is the estab-
lishment of Juvenile Courts, and it is
lioped that at these .Tuvenile Courts the
Salvation Army will he alhle 1o inter-
cept Dbovs and girls hefore the taint
Trom
what T have said it will be evident that
we have done a considerable amount of
worle in this connexion arising out of
the suggestion made last year.

Mr. CANNON : In view of the re-
matrks of the hon. Colonial Secretarv
it secms to me that the difficulty will
not be overcome if the Tenal Settle-
ment or Onderneeming is used for the
institution. If they are going to have
hove and girls together the Colonisa-
tion Board might take it up.

Mr. ELEAZAR: T am astounded. 7T
did not know it was the intention of
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Govarnment. to remove {he prisoners
from the Penal Settlement to (icorge-
towi. T should have thought that the
community at Iarge would have had some
voice in such an important change as
that: the removal of prisoners from the
Penal Settlement to the seat of Govern-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: T will remind the
Lon, member that we passed that ilem
on the ISstimates yesterday.

POST OFFICE.

Ttem 18--17 Postmasters, $26,500,

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 am going to crave
Your Iixcelleney’s indulgence on  this
item to make a few remarks which, if
I do not make them here, would hardly
come within your knowledge at all. In
a district in Berbice somebody living
near a certain Tost Oflice is supposed
to have ordered two books from a firm
either in Ingland or America, One of
these books arrived and was delivered
and the addressee reported to the Post-
master  General that he had ordered
two Dbooks and only received one. The
Postmaster General immediately com-
municated with the Police and obtained
a  warrant and ramsacked the whole
house of the Postmaster. Nothing was
found and Dby next mail the book ar-
rived in the Colony. 1T think that when
anything of the like happens affecting
responsible officers like Postmasters the
authorities should mnot resort to the
Police in the first instance but proper
enquirias should be made. The man was
scandalised and ashamed and he con-
cealed the incident but everybody
knew of it. I mention the matter be-
cause a case of that kind would not
come to Your Excellency’s knowledge at

all.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the don.
member has made one mistake. This is
not the only ‘place where these things
can be brought to my notice. I am
always glad to receive hon. members
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at my office and hear any case that oc-
curs of gross injustice of that mature.
If the question is Dbrought up as the
hon. member has domne this morning it
is obvious that we can only hear one
side of the question. It scems rather
unfair, as there might have been very
good reasons for doing it, to accuse the
Postmaster General of doing something
centirely wrong without giving himan ap-
portunity to say whether he was wrong
or not. I think the hest way to bring
these things to the notice of Government
is to see the Iewds of Departments, and
hon. members are alwuays justified in
seeing the IHead of the Department con-
cerned. If a member does not get sat-
isfaction he should then see ihe Co
lonial Secretary, and finally, if he fails:
with the Colonial Seccretary, he always
lias the opportunity to come and sec me
on any subject of that kind.

Mr. SEYMOUR: I should 1like to

make reference to the postal service in

Essequebo. At the present time it ise
very uunsatisfactory. I will give an
illustration. If a letter is posted to

me on Monday afternoon T ecan only get
a reply to Georgetown on the following
Monday. Would it not be possible for
Government to enable us to have a
special rate for telegrams?

The CHAIRMAN: I think that is
another ¢ase in ’which the Tlon. mems-
ber could have had a conference wtih
the IPostmaster General.

not sure
to alter the

Mr. SEYMOUR: I was
whether he had power
rates.

The CHAIRMAN: Government would
always be guided by his advice. If he.
saw your point he would put it up.

Mr. SEYMOUR: Yery good, sir.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1

‘might snggest that the best course would
be for hon. members to address a letter
to the Colonial Secretary. The letier
would then le referred to the Head of
the Department concerned and the hon.
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member would receive a reply when the
matter has been dealt with by Govern-
went. Government receives a number
of communications from the public axud
it would facilitate matters if Govern-
ment Iras previous notice.

The CHAIRMAN: That

edly the best procedure. I

is undoubt-
should not

like it to e inferred, however, that hon.

members of this Council eannot get inte
direct touch with Heads of Departments.
I think Heads of Depariments wonld
like it. If a member then has to put his
case up before {he Colonial Secretary a
lot of work would have been done hefore-
hand and the ease perhaps dealt with
in a more complete form,

TELEPIIONES AND TELEGRAPLIS.

Mr. CRANE: You have complained,
sir, about our multiplying our meaus of
communication. Here I respectfully sub-
mit the means are also duplicated. 1t
happens that almost all over the coun-
try you have the telegraph and tele-
phone systems side by side. I think
the inhabitants prefer the telephone
system where they can speak for some
time over the 'phone. The telegraph
system is vrestricted to a nwmber of
words for a number of cents. Tven
teleerams may be sent Dy telephoue.
The expenditure on both systems is
duplication and it would bear some in-
vestigution of how far the systems need
exist side by side.

The CHAIRMAN:

will have

That question

CGlovernment's attention.

Item  39.—New
Services, $3,000.

Lines,—Telephore

Mr. FREDERICKS: T wish to draw
attention to the fact that the doctor’s
house at Wakenaam is not served by
telephone, which is very unfortunate, I
also e¢all attention to Fort Island. 1t
is very difficult to have communication
with™ that island. If it is possible I
should like Government to do something
in the matter.
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The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps that i
another case where the hon. member
niight have a talk with the Postmaster
General or make representativas to the
Colonial Secretavy.

Mr. FREDERICKS:
Ixcellency for the suggestion
shall profit by it.

I thank Your
aml f

The Council adjowrned for Iunch.

The CHAIRMAN: Defore we start
on Iead XXXVIIIL I thought it would
Le of interest to hon. members to hear
the report of ex-Owderneeming boys who
have heen couvicted of offences during
the yemr 1928, 21 have heen convieted
of offences in Georgetown and New Am-
sterdam  alone and received sentences
—2 or 3 of one month, 2 or 3 of two
months, bhut the majority of six mouths
mmuing up to & 10 and 12 years. 21
in one vear |in two towns alone rather
points to the fact that the Onderneem-
ing system is searcely that of a veforna-
fory.

MILITIA.

Colonel BRADBURN (Inspector
General of Police): It is proposed to
discontinne the fiving of the 5 and 8
o'elock gun. This will result in a sav-
ing. Tt is felt that the time is passed
when this gun should be fired.

Mr. CANNON: L am certainly very
sorry and surprised to hear such a sug-

gestion. It has been atlempted from
time to time, sir, Dby Yyour pre-
decesgors  to  discontinue  that  very

old custom, and as a member repre-
senting  Georgetown 1 would be want-

ing in my duty were I not to
oppose such  a  suggestion. There 1€

no consideration whatever, as far as
I can see, for the poorer class of peo-

"ple who are mnot in a position to have

their alarm clocks or time pieces so as
1o enable them to get to their work. Al-
though I hive clocks in my house the
digcontinuance of the firing of the gun
would be of great inconvenience to
me. I feel that it would be a very re-
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trograde step. Tleads of other branches
of the Service can easily be tapped iu-
stead of ceasing the firing of the gun
and I hope Your Excellency will not
permit it.

Mr. FREDERICKS: ZLconomy is ne-
cessary hut there are certain cconomies
that are not worth while.
only $100 is the amount put down. If
we are to blot out (his institution which
is so well established in this country
‘because  of  $100 for mysell I.do not
think it is the best economy that can be
brought about. [If there are other
reasons for the abolition of this custom
then they may be weightier, but if it is
for econvmy pure and simple I ask
Your Ex((‘cllmug\' not to strike it out.
The S o'clock gun is as natural to the
people of this country as anything I
can think of. Why it should not con-
tinue to fire 1 seec ho very good reason,
especially when it comes {o economy.
There are some things which m-e trifles
in themselves but they are so intimate-

1y bound up with the lives of those
among whom they exist thal 1o take
them awavy is to deny  them. There is

nothing to terrorise or discordant in the
firing of the S o'clock gun and there
can be no ohjection to it.

Mr. CRANE: I am glad that I am
here to lend my support to the sngges-
tion that dhe tiring of thisx gun should
not be discontinued. 3Ve have just per-
formed the abolition of a very honour-
ahle and aneient institution, the Con-
stitution of ithe Colony, to ensurc pro-
gress; but a harmless  institution;  es-
pecially one which does not mean very
great  expenditure, should not be
abolished. We regard the S o'clock gun
as an indication that it is time to re-
tire and the 5 o'¢lock gun as the time
to rise. It svmbolises in  this  com-
munity rest and labour and nothing
ought to receive greater encouragement
than ecarly going to bed and rising.
The saving fis only $100.

The CHAIRMAN: It is a” saving ~of
$650. TPérhaps ~ the Tnspestor-General
will explain what the $100 is for.
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Colonel BRADBURN: The $100 i=
for firing salutes.

Mr. CRANE: I admit that $600 is

quite a large sum of money, but as an
old custom 1t is hard to break away
from, and all Guianese like to hear the
gun at daybreak and cventide. Salutes
are military salutes in accordance with
military customs but there are aother
customs which are equally hard to part
witl.

Mr. WIGHT : 1 rise, sir, to support
the opposition. Although I do mnot like
Lo oppose Government, in this instance
[ must: say that if you had Dbeen here
long enough to hear the excuses of sex-
vants that they did not hear the 5
o'clock gun you would realise that it is
a very serious matter. These servants
and the poorer class are not in a posi-
tion to purchase a watch or clock and
if they do it 'would be a cheap one
which would not keep time. If there
must e economy give us the 5 o'clock
gun if von cannot give us both.

Mr. FREDERICKS : I rise to a point
of explanation. T did not mean to mis-
represent the fact. T read hurriedly
when I said the vote was $100.

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 do not live in
tGeorgelown but whenever T come 1o
Georgetown T expect to hear the 8

o'clock gun to know where I amr whether
it is time for bed or otherwise, and in
the morning 1 expect to lhear the S
celock gun. The discontinuance of the
firing of the gun would be very much
felt. This is one of the Tittle things,
sir, that the people would be thankful
for, it we decide {o retain it

The CHAIRMAN: There scems to be
a great deal of value attached to the
firing of the gun from the historical
point of view and from the sentimental
point of view. One ddoes not like to up-
set these things. TTow would it be if
Government met Tion. members’ conten-
tion by having the 5 o’clock gun and
aot the § o’clock gun? The 8 o’clock gun
is not very important after all. The 5
o'clock ‘gun apparently serves a useful
purpose.
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Mr. CANNON : I think it would be
very inadvisable to disturb it at dll

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: May
I ask swhetlier some other form of salute
substituted for this gun would have
the same object? I weut into the mat-
ter not only last year but the year De-
fore, when it was raised. As a matter of
fact the gun is not lheard at 5 o’clock in
the morning where the larger part of
the population live. It is heard on the
other side of the rviver but I doubt
whether it is heard at Government
Iouxe.

The CHAIRMAN : I heard it ownce.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Be-
yond the limit of Governmeut House
the gun is not lhiecard in the other parils
of the town at all except when the wind
is blowing in a certain direction. The

gun is a relic of slavery to send people’

to bed in the evening and to rise in the
morning. Instead of the § o'clock gun
in the moruing the Managing (Director
of the Colonial Transport Department
could sound the *Queriman’s® siren,
which would be heard to Dletier effect
than the 5 o'clock gun. Another method
could be introduced in the evening by
a signal by the Electric Company. In-
stead of the 8§ o'clock gun we can adopt
the practice in many 'towns of flicking
the clectrie light in the houses and on
the streets at that hour.

Mr. CANNON : 1 think the Colonial
Secretary is misinformed when he says
that the gun is not heard. I can only
appeal to Your Iixcellency not to dis-
twrb the custom.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Mr.
Hector Josephs) : I think the firing
of the gun is of advantage to a very
small number of the population of
Georgetown. I lived in ‘Bourda for
nearly two ycars and I mnever heard
the 5 o'clock gun and seldom ever heard
ther 8 o’clock gun; it is mnever heard
there except the wind is blowing in a
certain direction. At the preseunt time
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I heai the 8 o'¢lock giin because sonte-
times I am in close proximity thereto,
and at other” times I have been in
closer proximity in the compauny of the
Director of Iducation when I thought
the world was coming to an end.
Where I now: live in Camp Street I
am awake ‘before 5 o’clock and I have
not heard the 5 o'clock gun more than
once in five months. It does not benefit
the majority of people in Georgetown
by any means and it is more a matter
of sentiment.

The CHAIRMAN: I think we will
have to adopt the hon. Colonial Secre-
tary’s suggestion. We will try and
see what the “*Queriman” and Klectric
Company can do and item 8 will have
to give its contribution towards the
campaign of economy. If we find that
1he “Queriman’s” siren is not sufficient
to rouse hardworkng men in the early
morning we will have to try something
clse or restore the gun. I regret very
much to remove an old institution like
this but I really cannot agree to Gov-
ernment replacing it.

Mr. FREDERICKS : I hope Govern-
ment ‘will not adopt any other kind
of time signals. If necessity compels
it let us do without them altogether.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I sce {here is a
reduction of $100 on item 28 (Band
attendance outside Georgetown). I hope
it is Inof intended to curtail the Band's
visits to Iissequebo and Berbice. It is
a privilege very much enjoyed by the
people of Iissequebo and clsewhere.

Colonel BRADBURN: It will net
e necessary to curtail the programme
of the Band during the year.

PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to make 2
few remarks with respect to our pen-
sions commitments. We are paying a
yery large sum of money in pensions
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and Your Ixcellency will be surprised
to learn (hat some of these items have
Leen added to by a war Dbonus on ac-
count of the inecreased cost of living
during the war. I am wondering
whether the time Las not come for Gov-
ernment to take oft all the amounts
that were put on as a war measure.
Some official should go into the ques-
tion and reduce the wmounts to what
they were Dbefore the war. Iverything
has gone pown in price and still {he
bonus on pensions is going on.

Mr. CRANE : The Lon. Junior Mem-
Der for New Amgterdam forestalled me
on this question ol increased pensions.
~Whether pensions increased during the
war shoulid be reduced (o the original
figures I admit is diflicult to determine
right away. But one cannot help say-
ing that the Public Service of the Col-
ony is costing too much. The whole
Estimates teem with remuneration for
services actually being reftdered.  $209,-
443 Is for services 'rendered in (he past
and when you go into the details you
find large sums of money are Deing
received by personsiwho are not actual-
ly working bLut no doulbt muxt have
given the Colony satisfactory service,
otherwise pensions would not have been
awarded. The time has come when
some scheme for giving superannuation
allowances to olficers must be made and
also when you must cease to charge
pensions 1o’ current ryevenue.  Some-
thing like the Superannuation Aect in
England can be iuitiated lere, oflicers
making contributions thereto aml the
system worked under the supervision
of Covernment. One-eleven{li of the
public revenue is paid in pensions. Tt
is moustrous. The amount paid ont in
Iump sums  during the two-and-x-half
vears {hat the scheme has been operat.
ing is over #$300.000. The Colony can-
not afford it and T liope I will be given
an opporiunity to move a motion that
that Ordinance be repealed and the old
system be reverfed to. TF it is possible
for Government to give an uundertaking
to set up as soon as possible a Com-
mittee to study this question I need
not worry to move a motion,
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Mr. ELEAZAR : T think that on the
present ' Iistimates we have $124,000 for
Tump sums.

The CHAIRMAN : T am very much
in sympathy with what the hon. mem-
bers have said. Of course, anything we
do cannot alter the past, unfortunate-
lIy. We have commitments under the
existing  pension laws  and  thowse
are commitments that we cannot get
rid of. It is mno good blaming the
past, but it is all proof of what I
said in my ;Annual Message : that the
Colony is overstaifed, not for the work
to be done, because I Dlelieve there is
work for everyone on the staff, but it is
overstaffed [for 1the funds available for
fthat work. The question of pensions is
one of the reasons why instructions have
Deen issued, as hon. members _jknow,
that vo appeiniment is to be filled even
although provided in the listimates un-
(il re-organisation  investigations have
been completed. In that way we will
stop adding to our commitments. It
does not get rid of the commitments
which we already have and only ap-
plies to appointwents to the perma-
nent The Colony has saddled it-
self without any foresight whatever with
this  enormons  Lill,  especially  with
items 5 and 7, and if what I fear is go-
ing to he (he case and that we have to
get vid of alot of officers in 1929, I doubt

stalf,

very much  wlhether the Treasurer
has provided enough. We are hetween

the devil and the deep sea. I think I
cin give von a guarantee that Govern-
nment will, during 1929, take such steps
as are nossible to enquire into the
working of the Pensions Ordinance and
sce what we can do to lessen this
steadily erowing bill. T do not know
whether the Treasurer can tell us how
much it goes up a vear.

Mr. MILLARD (Colonial Treasur-
er) : Tt is diffienlt to estimate exactly.

‘The CHAIRMAN : Tt js difficult, as
the Treasurer says, to estimate exactly
how much pensions go up every Yyear,
but I think he will probably agree that
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they will. increase by Dbetween $20,000
and #%25,000. Of course, there shouid
be a peak in this expenditure, beyond
which no great increases take place.
I do not know whether our peak has
DBeen reached, or whether the Treasurer
would Dbe able to say when it would be
reached. If we do mnot increase our
staff the peak should be reached soom,
when pensions would settle down at a
more or less steady rate. Govermment
is considering ‘the matter and I can
assure hon. members that all steps
possible to avoid increasing the Ien-
sions Bill will be taken.

Mr. BRASSINGTON : The approved
estimate of dtem 7 for 1923 was
$50,000 as against $100,517 for 1927.
It seems rather strange that in 1928
these lump sums should have been re-
duced by 50 per cent. May I ask what
is the actual figure?

The CHAIRMAN :

im a position to say?

Is the Treasurer

Myr. MILLARD: I Dhave mnot the
figures Ly me, but I think the average
would Le about $100,000.

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. mem-
ber wants more accurate information
he would perhaps address a question
on the subject and get an answer fully,

SUBVENTIONS, Eic, OTHER THAN
MUNICIPAL.

Major GRAY : I leg to move the re-
insertion of the item “Grant to Soup
Kitchen, $360.” This small sum enables
the Education Department to give a meal
of one cent to school children and also
to grown up people. With a similar
grant we gave 20,000 meals.

Question put, and agreed to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hon.
members will also find that there has
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been struck out of the draft Istimates
an item of $760 for a grant to the
Prisoners’ Aid Society. Owing to an
oversight the Salvation Army was not
intormed that it was intended to strike
out this item. I have had representa-
tions made by them that they have been
calculating on this sum of money Dbe-
cause they rent a house and run a
Home for prisoners who are discharged
from the jail. I did not quite appre-
ciate when this matter was presented
to the Council the value of the work
the Salvation Army are doing in this
direction. They are informed by the
Tnspector of Prisons when a man or
woman is being discharged from jail
and they make it their business to leck
after them, giving them a night's lodg-
ing or perhaps longer, and also pro-
viding them with tools, such as ent-
lasses or shovels, which are paid for
from this vote. I ask that the item
be veplaced and the sum of $760 vre-
inserted.

Mr. CRANE: A good many of us did
not know that a Prisoners’ Aid Society
exists and we would like to know who
compose it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ier-
Tiaps the hispector General of  Police,
who I understand visits the ITome, will
Dbe able to say more of it than I can.

Colonel BRADBURN: I happen to be
President of this Society. Ihen the
item was cut out I knew nothing about
it. The sum of 720 is given direct 1o
ihe Ralvation Army for the upkeep of
the Home and the remaining $40 is
spent in the purchase of tools for dis-
charged prisoners. Prisoners get meals
at the ITome at very little cost and {he
Army also try to get them work.

The CHAIRMAN: I’erhaps hon. meni-
bers might visit that Home sometinmes.
They may also do so with regard to
meals to indigent children. It would
do a great deal to encourage them. It
is a most deserving ¢ause and I am
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sure that the Director of Iiducation
will be pleased to arrange a demon-
stration.

Major GRAY: And collect a sub-
seription afterwards, sir. (Laughter).

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. MILLARD: I ask that the provi-
sion of item 33 (Interest on advances
made to the Colony by the Crown
Agents, $75,000) may Dbe increased to
485,000, The preparation of the Iisti-
mates in so far as they reclate to the
advances rcceived from the Crown
Agents and the probable extent of their
repayment during 1929 by means of the

impending loan issue and from other:

sources has presented
plexities. The terms, amount and date
of the loan issue arec at present un-
known. The various estimates under
Tublic Debt, this sub-head and the re-
venue estimales of interest to be rve-
ceived on balances in hand must, in the
circumstances, be subject individually to
considerable modificatiou. More than
one attempt has been made at the cal-
culation of these estimates. With tho
present item placed at $85,000 T think
it is more likely that the net amount of
these several provisions wwill meet re-
quirements,

peculiar  per-

Question put, and agreed to.

Item 2l.—Launch Seevice—Waken:
aam-Leguan, $300.

Mr. CRANE: This vote is a subsidy
to a service between the two islands.
Two years ago jGovernment voted a
sum for the purpose of extending the
stelling to a point at which the launch
could moor at all stages of the tide.
At 1he Wakenaam end of the ferry mno
provision has been mace for a conveni-
ent landing and one has to get ashore
by walking along a narrow plank, and
one of these days we will have someonc
falling into the river. I ask Govern-
ment to place a reasonable sum on the
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Iistimates te enable this urgent work
to be done. At the Leguan end the road
should be widened to permit a car to
go over it.

Ttem 32—Subsidy to Canadian Nation-
al Steamship Service, $40,300.

Mr. CANMNON: I see $40,800 under
item 32, Does this form part of that no-
torious agreement we have with Canada,
sir?

The CHAIRMAN: I don’t understaud
the hon. member’s question.

Mr. CANNON: I am sorry, sir. It is
the only way I can put it.

TRADE COMMISSIONER.

Mr. Crane: If the oflice of Trade Com-
missioner in London is abolished what
is the need for the vote of $1,200?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
office has been abolished since the 3list
December but there is a liability to the
Royal Colonial Institute until June. 1
think we have heard, however, that there
will be no obligation with respect to this
liability.  There might be some small
expenditure for storage of furniture,
which will be paid out of this vote, but
I do not think the expenditure will be
anything like this amonnt.

OI' PUBLIC WORKS AND
SEA DEFENCES.

DIRECTOR

Mr. ELEAZAR: I see that item 29 is
“New Appointments, $9,990.” That ix
very bald. One cannot tell what are
the new appointments. The Department
has all kinds of persons employed there
and the item needs some explanation.

Major CRAIG (Director of Public
Works) : The term “Bxisting Ap-
pointments” refers to those overseers
who have been in the Service for some
time at the old rate of $93G rising by
increments of $72 to $1416. Any new
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appointment as overseer is at the new
rate of #2936 by increments of $G0 to
$1,2306, a reduction of $180 on the maxi-
mum.

Mr. SEERAM: IHas any new appoint-

ment heen made?

Major CRAIG: One or two new ap-
pointments have been made and any

new appointments  will he made at
the mnew rate. One vacancy for an
overscer has heen filled by the ap-

resident
District at

carpenier
a lower

poiniment  of a
in the Mazaruni
rate  than  {he ‘ate,  and
there is a saving there. I had great
dilficulty in maintaining the Dbnildings
in the Mazaruni owing to the difficully
in getting carpenters to go up theve, and
I have adopted the system of putting
a resident  carpenter  1here  for  six
months, supplying him with the necess-
ary lumber and other materials to put
the bhuildings in a state of repair, and
I have found it so far satisfactory. The
remaining portion of the time he works
in the Public Works Yard.

overseer

PUBLIC WORKS—ANNUALLY
RECURRENT.

Mr. CRANE: Item 123 (Token Vole—
Transport (including punts, ete., ete,
$15,000) was $5 for 1923 and it is now,
$15,000. May we have some explanation?

Major CRAIG: The amount repre-
sents the total sum that has been used
tfer sonie years and it is now being sim-
ply put on the Estimates.  Any
ings on the vote at the end of the year
was paid into revenue. This year there
iz to Dbe an advance account to draw
on. It is estimated that vrevenue of
$16,000 will be received, which will go
direct to revenue and not go into the
Accountant’s hooks as has heen pre-
viously done.

sav-

The CHAIRMAN: The fact is that in
previous yvears the Director of Public
Works was allowed to pay expenditure
under this item out of revenue. The
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Treasurer has interfered and said his
earnings must be paid into the general
revenue.

Item 10—Historic Sites, Ancient
Buildings and Landmarks, $100.

Mr. ELEAZAR: There is somebody
who is very anxious to destroy the an-
cient landmarks of this country. The
vote for their preservation has been re-
duced from $200 to $100 for this yeuar.
T think these Inndmarks should be pre-

served  and  while we are preserving
them  let us do it whole-heartedly, I

think we onght to cavry the vole out at
4200,

The CHAIRMAN: TYerhaps the hon.
Colonial Secretary will tell us if there
is any Committee that looks after an-
cient landmarks.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
is no Committee, sir. I think this vote
was reduced hecause work was done last
vear which will not be required  this
vear. One of the hest relies is in the
Jossequebo River and last vear T arrang-
ed for a gang of prisoners to go there
and clean the place up. It has heen thor-
oughly cleaned and T hope from the in-
structions given that attention will be
paid  to it and all nndergrowth kept
down.

Mr. CRANE: You hit the nail on the
head, sir, when yow asked if it is the
busiuess of anybody to look after these
ancient landmarks. At Zeelandia,
Wakenaam, there is a chimney which is
a landmark and a Dbeautiful piece of
work, and it has a lightaing conductor
which needs attention. XNobody can Dbe
found who has any connexion with it.

The CHAIRMAN: I think hon. mem-
BLers will be doing their share of service
it they form a small society for look-
ing after these things. Governmmeut
will be able to place at their disposal
ihe money for the preservation of these
relics.

Major CRAIG: With reference to

the chimmey referred to Dby the hon.
Member for West Demerara, I should
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not like to be responsible for sending
any man up that chimney to make re-
pairs to it. My feeling as an engineer
is that I might be hawed up for man-
slaughter.

The CHAIRMAN: P'erhaps the miem-

bers of the society will take the risk.

My. ELEAZAR: If the mouey is forth-
coming, sir, it will be doue.

ROADS, RIVERS, CLEEKKS AND
PORTAGES.

Mr. FREDERICKS: 1 ask your indul-
geuee, sir, to join in the appeal of the
hon. Mewber for West Demerara for a
landing at Wakenaam. There is an
old Dutch stelling there, the middle por-
tion of which requires some repairs. L
wonder that someone has not yet gone
with the tide and become food for the
fishes. The road itself is also badly in
need of reconstruction,

The CHAIRMAN: DYecrhaps the hon.
Director of Public Works will tell us if
it iy included in item 11,

Major CRAIG: Iuncluded in that
item is a landing stage at I'redericks-
hurg, Wakenaam, which will be carried
out this year. All extraordinary work
oir the roads has been cut out bhut it
may be pessible to include the section
of the road referred tov in expenditure
to bLe incurred out of the loan to be
floated.

The CHAIRMAN: Can it be included

in item 11?

Major CRAIG: I awm alraid, siv,
that if I take it out of the $H4.000 other
sections of the road will sufler.

The CHAIRMAN: You will see what
can be done any way.

Mr. SEERAM: May I ask whether
the Director of Public Works has in-
cluded in his estimates the extension of
the roads to Coverdencand to Blair-
mont? I can give no better reason for

10 Jaxuary 1999

—Conunitice. 68
ihe extension of these roads than the
petitions of the people themselves. The
road to Coverden is already laid out to
Ilyde Parkeand it is only a question of
putting metal on it.

The CHAIRMAN: 1s the extension to
llyde Park included?

Major CRAIG: There is no exten-
sion included, sir. The vote is $350 a
wile for maintenance and it takes ten
{imes that sum to resheet the road.
LEverything will be done to allow foot
trafic to get along the road.

The CHAIRMAN: This road is be-
youtl the reach of the railway. You
might make a special note of it for next
year,

Mr. SEERAM: The vroads in the
Canals distriets, sir, are also in need
of attention. The only means of com-
munication with these districts is by
roadway, and on oue of the roads the
car of your predecessor stuck and he
had to walk most of the way.

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of For-
ests): Ixcuse me rising to a point of
order. I was in the car with His Ex-
cellency, sir, and {he car did not stick
but Ilis lixcellency went as far as le
wanted to get.

Mr. ELEAZAR: The vote for the Ka-
buri-Taboki road is $100. IFor the up-
keep of a road 76 miles in length $100
is @ joke.  This road was Dbuilt by
prison labour more or less when Cap-
tain Daker was Iuspector of Prisons.
Another 7 wmiles will land auy person
heyond the talls, so that there will be no
need for the river trafic which has
cost the lives of so many persons.
The exiension of the road will provide
traffic in that direction and also in the
direction of the Potaro district. I think
it is worth Goverament’s while to in-
vesligate these roads,

- The CHAIRMAN: I have.great sym-

pathy with the hon. member but I am
afraid that I will be very hard-hearted
In my advice to him, and that is to
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bring up the subject again in  six
months’ time and then there might be
a change in Government policy. I am
afraid that communication by, road is at
present beyond our capacity in view
.of trade in the interior. As a matter
of fact this $100 is a joke us the lLon.
member says. I do not know what
the joke is for, but probably the Direc-
tor of Public Works knows low le is
going to use it. To make that road
would cost $18,000 to $20,000 at the very
least.

Major CRAIG: These roads are
simply trails. I do not think that if the
hon. member tried to walk that 76 miles
he would appreciate it. It is not a road
by any means.

Mr. BAYLEY (Managing Director,
Colonial Transport Department): 1
ask that the amount of item 67
(Clearing Creeks—Canje, $1,800) be ex-
iended to $2,280. The powition is that
the Colonial Transport Department
have been required to take over the
charge of the creck and to keep it clear
from the Dbeginning of the year. We
sent up a Mechanical Ingineer to ex-
amine the creek and he reported that
$2,280 is the minimum sum for which
the creek can be kept clear.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have great pleasure
in seconding the amendment, The creck
is impassable now.

Major CRAIG: The clearing of all
these creeks depends very much on
supervision. The reason for transfer-
ring the clearing of the creek to the
Transport Department is that they have
a launch service and it appears to me
that they are in a Dbetter position 1o
supervise any work done than my De-
partment. I agree with the Managing
Director of the Transport Department
that the sum is not suflicient to clear
the creek.

Amendment agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS—EXTRAORDINARY.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Last year a
sum of $1,500 was voted for the erection
of a stelling at Morawhanna, During
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(he whole of the year I received numer-
ous letters from my constituents asking
that the promise of Government with re-
gard to the erection of the stelling
should Dbe fulfilled.

The CHAIRMAN: I Lope to De
visiting Morawhanna in about six
wecks’ time in order to come to a de-
cision whetlier Goverament is going to
do anything more or not. The locality
is extremely unhealihy and a great deal
of expenditure will be necessary on
drainage and general sanitation, so
that until I have scen it I do not feel
justified in putting the sum down again.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: If you are go-

ing down, sir, I am quite satisfied.

Major CRAIG: I have to move in
the item “Completion of the reconstrue-
tion of Vergenoegen sluice, $4,950.” This
sluice has Dbeen the bone of contention
all the time I have been in the Colony.
The estimated cost was $11,000 and
$1,950 is a re-vote, the work not hav-
ing Dbeen completed at the end of the
year.

The CHAIRMAN: 7Vill the Lon.
member make it clear whether the sluice
will Dbe finished within the estimated
cost?

Major CRAIG: The sluice Wwill be
finished within the estimated cost.

The CHAIRMAN: With any saving®
Major CRAIG: I hope so, sir.
Question put, and agreed to.

Major CRAIG: Aunother item to be
inserted is “Repairs and alterations to
stelling at Seba Quarry, $1,500.” I may
say for the information of hon. members
that the working of the quarry was dis-
continued in June, 1927 on account of
1lie accumulation of stone in the Tublic
Works yard, at that time theve Dbeing
1o pressing need for stone and no fur-
tlier storing accommodation available.
At the time heavy repairs were ncces-
sary to the stelling, also to the tug
“Seba,” but owing to the financial posi-
tion only such repairs were done as
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were absolutely necessary. pLiie quuarry
Wds re-opened il Jaauary, 19=8, wm order
t meet the demands of the Resident
Lingineer of the sewerage works. Lre-
vious to this re-opening it was decided
tnat the quarry sbould be let on terms
ol lease.  This was advertised and a
tender was aceepted, but owing to the
requirements of the Iesident Jlungineey
it was impossible to stop work ol the
quarry in order to put the steliing und
the tug in that state of repair which
was esseutial in handing over the out
fit in a reasunably goud condition tu
any contractor, and it was only at
Uagistmas that we have been able to
slop work at the quarry, having accumu-

lated sulficient stone at the yard to car- -

ry us over the holidays, and to make
an estimate of the work mnecessary to
be done. The estimuated cost of the 1e-
pairy to the tug, which includes over-
lLiaunling the engine, is $1,876, apportioned
$1,500 payable Ly Government aund §37¢
payable by the coutractor. The repairs
lo the stelling are estimated to cost
$L,830, of wlhich Governments liability
is $1,500 and the contractor’s F530. In
addition to the alterations and repairs
to the stellivg the contractor has to
construct a low level stelling at a cost
-0l $410, which will be of great help in
cexpediting  delivery of stone from the
quarry to Georgetown. 1 ask for the
items “LRepairs and alterations Lo stell-
ing al Seba Quarry, $1,500" and “Re-
pairs to tug ‘Seba’, $1,500.7 1 may add
that as an offset against this expendi-
ture there will be accruing to the reve-
nue of the Colony a swn of at least
%$5,000 from the royalties from the ¢uar-
vy, which I understand has not been in-
clwded in the estimate of revenue now
Lefore us.

Mr. CRANE: The only thing that oc-
curs to me is that Government without
the knowledge of members of the Coun-
c¢il leazed this quarry, and it is a little
difficult for members to be asked to take
part in this transaction when we have
no information of Government’s liabil-
ity under the lease. We ought to be
told the terms on which Government
leased the quarry and that is only carry-
ing out our part of the transaction.

10 Jasuvary 1920

—Committec.  G7%

The CHAIRMAN: I believe that is
what the Director of QI’ublic Works’
statement amounted to in order to get
the lease carried out.

Major CRAIG: The position is that
when the contractor took over the quarry
it was impossible to stop work, and only
temporary repairs could be done to keep
the stelling in a satisfactory condition
and to the “Seba” until such time as
the work could be stopped. From now
onn the whole of the expense for main-
tenance of the quarry and all plant is
with the contractor. This expenditure
would have had to be incurred in any
case had there been no contract.

Mr. CRANE: I am quite satisfied.
Question put, and items agreed to.

THE GREAT WAR,

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 am taking the op-
portunity under this liead to mention
something - which I had lorgotten. I ob-
serve that some pensioners get very de-
cent amounts from Government and are
still in active competition with private
individuals for Government employment
and are given preference. It does not
scem to me to be fair. Complaint has
Deen made outside and I mention it here.

The CHAIRMAN: I feel almost that
I should retire from the Chair when
this subject is discussed Dbecause 1 hap-
pen to be a pensioner myself in the ew-
ploy of Government, but in the case of
the British Guiana Government paying
pension to anyone on lis coming o' the
pay list his emoluments would not De
greater than le received before going
on pension. I am afraid we cannot stop
that.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am very sorry, sir.
Whatever cannot be cured must be en-
dured.

THE LAWS O THE
COLONY.

Mr. CRANE: IIas Government any
information of how far the work of re-

REVISION OF
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vision of the laws has gone, aad how
much longer it will be necessary to pro-
vide these sums’ on the Bstimates?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Mr.
Hector Josephs): As far as 1
am aware 1 think  the work  will

= obe concluded  when  the laws  of the

present session have been enacted. Most
of the work has been finished awd pre-
parations are being made with regard
to the printing and iudexing of it. As
hon. members  know  several import-
ant Ordinances have been  enacted at
this session auwd it would have been a
serious omission from the revision if
they were not included, and steps have
heen taken to have them inchuded dowy
to the end of the present session.

The CHAIRMARN: Doces the hon. e
Ber auticipate that these estimates wil
Be the final carge”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No

siF. There is the printing to be done,

g . % ” e,
Laghich is an dmportant item, and esti
~ % inates -ave being asked for printing.

PRISONS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: lav-
1;1g, completed  the Estimates I ask
leave to revert to item 15 (Allowiices)
under the kead of Prisons. Owing to
the jlecreaxe of {lie prison population
at 131& Penal Settlement it is lu,ruc.\':\:nry
to_transfer two or more Warders from
Magaruni to Georgetown, where the
"f.'\i\farder's yreceive a house :1]10\\'E\11ce of
$5 per montlh. T ask that this item be
snereased by $120 to $1,260 to malke pro-
vision for two Warders who are at

10 Januvary 1929
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prescul  being  leansferred to George:
town, : "

The CHAIRMAN: ™What ruises an
important point which may be of interest
ie lon, members. L lhave called for a
return of the table ol expenditure by
Govermment on house rent and allow-
ances of that nature due to the absence
of official quarters. Very probably the
total will be foumd to be such a sum
per annum that we shall be justified iw
building quarters for officers as the in?
terest on any loan less the rent whieh
the officers will have to pay Government
will probably be less than Government’s
actual expenditure every year. That
will be another piece of work to Le done
in 1929 from loan expeunditure.

Question put, and agreed to.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Be.
fore the adjournment L should just like
1o announce with your perinission, sir,
ltat 1 have been in correspowdence with
the Managing Director of the Colonial
Transport. Service and he says that the
“Queriman” will  sound her siren to-
morrow worning. I suggested two min-
utes, but he said two minutes would
wake every man, woman wad child in
Georgetown, We will try one wminute.

As regards the work of the Ceuncil
there is not much work for to-norrow,
and I think it will not be necessary
for hon. members outside of Cieorgetown
to be present. When the adjournment
is taken to-morrow it is proposed that
we  adjourn to some date to be an-
nouneed Luter—about the 26th I"ebruary,
T move now that the Council adjourn
until 11 o'clock {o-anorrow.

The Council adjourned accordingly.





