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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, 9th OCTOBER, 1947 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His Ex­
cellency the Governor. Sir Charles Camp­
bell Woolley, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., 
President, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 

The President, His Exceliency the Gov­
ernor, Sir Charles Campbell Woolley, 
K.C.M.G .. O.B.E., M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. D. 
J. Parkinson (Acting).

The Hon. the Attorney General, Mr. E. M. 
Duke (Acting). 

The Hon. the Colonial T1·easurer, Mr. E. 1''. 
McDavid, C.B.E. 

The Hon. Sir Eustace Vl!ool!ord, O.B.E., 
K.C. <New Amsterdam).

The Hon. C. V. Wight, O.B.E. (Western 
Essequibo). 

The Hon. J. I de Aguiar (Central Dem­
erara). 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow <Nominated). 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. (George­
town Central). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E., <George­
t-0wn South). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Berbice>. 

The Hem. c. R. Jacob (North Western Dis-
trict) . 

The Hon. A. M. Edun <Nominated): 

The Hen. V. Roth (Nominated). 

The Hon. T. T. Thompson <Nominated) . 

The Hon. W. J. Raatg·en�r (Nominated). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farm,m (Nominated). 

The Clerk read prayers. .· 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on the 3rd October, 1947, as

 
printed and circulated, ,yere taken as read

r ancl confirmed. . 

AN1 OUl'\CE!\IENTS. 

CONTINUANCE OF To'.'-INAG£ AND 

LIGHT D'm:s SURTAX. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Mr. 
McDavid) communicated the following 
GovernoT's Message:-

Honournble Members of the Legislative 
Council, 

I have the honour to invire the 
Council to approve o! the continuance 
during 1948 of the surtax of fifteen per 
centum levied during the year 1947 on 
the amount of tonnage and light dues 
collected under section 18 of the Trans-
port and Harbours Ordinance, 1931. 
This surtax is not levied in respect of 
any vesse1 which lands and takes away 
cargo not exceeding in the aggregate 
500 tons, or in respect of any sailing 
vessel cf not more than 300 tons net 
regi:ster. 
2. The enactment of the Transport
and Harbours (Temporary Surtax) 
Ordinance, 1932 <No. 1 of 1932) pro­
vided for the collection of the surtax 
for the first time in the year 1932, and 
s,1bsequent to that year resolution.� 
have been passed, undtr the provisions 
of section 18 of the Transport and Har­
bours Ordinance <No. 30 of 1931). 
authorising the continuance of the 
l�vy of this temporary surtax.

3. Government does not see its way
to discontinue the surtax levied during 
1947, and I accordingly invite the 
Council to approve cf the collection of 
this surtax being continued during .
1948. 

C. C. WOOLLEY,
Governor. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
British Guiana, 

9th October. 1947. 
PAPERS LAID. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
Parkinson, Acting) laid on the table the 
following document :-

Report of the Georgetown Planni11g 
Commissioners on th� administration 
of the re-planning scheme for the. 
period, 1st February to 31st July, 1947 
made in pursuance of the provisions of 
�o::..,�ion 31 (1) of the Town PlanniP.'r 
I Georgetown Fire Area) Ordinance, No. 
18 of 1945. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER laid on 
the table-
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The Supplementary Estimates for the 
quarter ending 30th September, 1947. 

CO\'ERNME�'l� NOTICES. 
l:-ITROOUCTION OF BILLS. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. 
Duke, Acting) gave notice of the introduc­
tion and first reading of the following 
Bills intituled :-

An Ordinance further to amend 
the Summary Jurisdi:ct!on (Proce­
dure) Ordinance by conferring 
upon a. Court of Summary Jurisdiction 
the power t-0 impose a fine in lieu of 
imprisonment. 

An Ordinance further to amend 
the Firearms Ordinance, 1940, with 
l'espect to the grant of free 
licences for firearms to Aboriginal In­
dians and to provide for the grant of 
free licences for firearms to certain 
Government Officers and employees. 

Notice was also given of his intention 
to move the suspensiun of the Stand­
Ing Rules and Orders to enable those 
Bills to be proceeded with thro.ugh all 
their stages. 

3RD QUARTFRLY SUl'PLF\IENTARY 
ESTIMATES, 1917. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER gave 
notice of the following motions:-

That, this Councii approves of the 
Supplementary Estimates for the 
quarter ending 30th September, 1947. 
(embodying Schedules of Additional 
Provision approved by the Fina.nee 
Committee of the Legislative Council 
during the quarter.> 

CO:-l'l'I'IUANCF. OF TOX:s'.-'\OE AXD LIOIIT 
DrEs Run'l'AX. 

That. with reference to the Gov­
ernor's Message No. 23 of the 9th or 
October, 1947. this Council approves of 
a. surtax of fiiteen per centum being
levied on the amount of tonna!l'e and
light dues which shail be collected dur­
ing 1948 under section 18 of the Trans­
port and Harbours Ordinance, 1931.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS. 

'V OR!OlEN'S Cff\l Pf'ISA TION 
(A:\fENl>:\1ENT) 0RnJNANCF. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW gave notice of the 
followh1g question:-

Will Yow· Excellency be good enough 
to say when you propose to give your 
assent to the amendments to the Work­
men's Compensation Ordinance ? 

ORDER OF TI IE DAY. 

FARMERS' GRIFVANCE.S. 
Mr. FARNUM asked and the COL­

ONIAL SECRETARY rer,Ued to the fol­
lowing questions :-

Q 1-Whether Government is aware 
th11,t a large number of farzn­
ers are dissatisfied with the one­
year guaranteed prices fixed by 
the Governmnet. 

A -The Government is aware that
some farmers in certain area-S 
are dissatisfied with the one� 
year guaranteed prices. These 
prices have been fixed with due 
regard to the estimated costs of 
production. Government also 
proposes to adopt the recom­
mendation of the Ad Hoc Mar­
keting Committee to extend the 
three-year guarantee of a mini­
mum price for a fw-ther period. 

Q 2-Is Government aware that as
a. result of the present level of 
the guaranteed prices and the
high wages demanded by labour,
farmers have reduced their
acreage under cultivation ?

Q 3-In view of the world shortage
of food, the restriction on im­
ports o! essential foodstuffs 
from "dollar countries", and the 
ne:ed for maximum production 
of local foodstuft's, will the Gov­
ernment--

(a) cause an investigation
to be made into the
grievanc£ of the farmers
as outlined in (1 > ,

Cb) revive the "Grow More 
Food" Committees and 
give them ample funds 
to assist the farmers in 
such directions as the 
Committees may think 
fit, with the object of 
getting farmers to un­
dertake maximum culti­
vation. 

Cc) appoint a committee to 
investigate and report as 
to whaL steo5 can be 
taken to nssist farmer,; 
to acquire mechanical 
ploughs etc., on a co­
operative basis with the 
object of enabling the 
farmers to extend their 
cultivation at a low cost. 

A -It ls a fact that the census 
.figures show a reduction in the 
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acreage of ground prov1s1ons 
cultivated in 1946 as compared 
with the year5 1944 and 1945 
when Sugar Estates took an 
active part in the Grow More 
Food Campaign. On the other 
hand, the acreage under culti­
vation by farmers is higher than 
it was before the Campaign 
started, but more efficient utiliz­
ation of the land, and improved 
methods of husbandry are re­
quired. The question of further 
increasing the production of 
food crops ge.!lerally, in the light 
of proposals made 111 the Report 
of the Agriculture and Fisheries 
Development Sub Committee is 
being carefully examined. Steps 
will also be taken to expand im­
mediately local production in

view of existing economic con­
dit.ions by various means (in­
cluding the U>'n of suitable Agri­
cultural mach:nery when such 
machinery is available), and 
special represen;ations have been 
made to the St.cretary of State 
for the procur<cment of machin­
ery. These and other pro­
posals· now under consideration 
will be placed before the Legis­
lative Council Food Production 
Committee in the first instance 
as soon as possible. 

SUBSIDISATI0:-1. 

Mr. JACOB : Sir, I crave Your EX·· 
cellency's indulgence before the Order of 
the Day is further proceeded with to refer 
to a matter of grave public concern at the 
moment. I refer to the question of Sub­
sidisation. As Your ExGel!ency is awa1 e, 
a notice appeared in e,n extraordinary 
issue of the Official Ga2:e.tte on Monday 
1·emovi.ng the subsidies t�1!'lt have been paid 
on pickled beef, cooking i:.utter, margarine, 
rondensect milk and salt fish. The only 
subsidy that will now be prtid is tha.t on flour. 
The working people were assisted very 
greatly by these very generous acts of this 
Government on the advic<� of the Imperial 
Government up to Monday last, but when 
this announcement came forward and those 
subsidies were withdrawn the selling prices 
of those articles rose-just to mention one 
item, condensed milkl from 16 cents to 
24 cents per tin-and they felt that some­
thing had gone seriously wrong. What I 
am most concerned about is this ! This 
Council is supposed to represent the people 
of this Colony. This Council is supposed 

to be 1·epresented iu Your Excellency's 
council by Representatives from this coun­
cil. I do not know whether those Repre­
sentatives of this Council were consulte� 
in this matter; perhaps they were. I do 
not know whet11er the Fmance Committee 
was even consulted. I think it should have 
been the proper thing to do, for the Execu­
tive council to have advised Your Excel­
lency in a matter of such supreme import­
ance to the working people, and that it 
should have been considerr.>d by the Legbla­
tive Council or by the Finance Commit ee 
before a decision was taken. I am 
strengthened in my artrume.nt in this re­
spect as this Council had approved of Sub­
sidisation going on to the end of the year 
and the money was voted. From what 
appeared in the Daily Chronicle I see that 
Government through this measure will save 
$235,000. I understand this measure is go­
jng to effect a saving to the Government, 
but that is a saving at the expense of the 
very poor people. Perhaps, every Member 
of this Council can a!ford to pay the in­
creases, but when it is considered that Gov­
ernment pays certain employees 64 cents 
per day plus a bonus to mai:ntain themselves 
and their families, those people are 
definitely unable to pay 24 cents for a 
tin of condensed milk as against 16 cents 
last week. And so I sr,Y, I am certain 
if the majority of Mem'bers of this Council 
had considered the matter they would 
definitely have decided against the removal 
of those subsidies. 

Perhaps, I would agi'ee to it �f Gov­
ernment comes forward and promises to cio 
scmething in regard to wages. Represent­
ations were made here from time to t.ime 
-and I have made repi-esentations for a
period oI ten years-and Lhose repre_;;;enta­
tions have fallen on deaf ears. I feel very
st.rongly that I, as a humble Member of
this Council, should ham been consulted.
My cpposition i.s to your bringing forward
this measure at this time. I feel that Gov­
ernment has blundered. I feel very strongly
that if this Colony is to go forwa.rd thi;, 
Council must be taken into the confidence
of the Government at al! emes. Perhaps,
a majority decision can carry any measure
the Government or the Governor in Coun­
cil wishes to carry. It ;5 almost useless,
as this council is almost dying, doing any­
thing about it, but the principle is there.
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Your Excellency has the right and the power 
· to d-0 as you please, but, I think, that right
and power should be exerc:ised very care­
fully and cautiously in thE- future. Your
Excellency will probably hear more
al:out this matter. The people are
definitely in a very grave position.
They cannot eke out an ordinary
existence a.nd, I suggest, ;,ince this has been
C{)ne G:ivernment begms at once to
make definite arrani:;em,mts to increase the
wages of the working man by 50 per cent.

The PRESIDENT : I suggest to the 
hon. Member that a more appropriate time 
to bring this matter up will be when the 
Government comes to this Council, as it 
must a.t the next meeting, to ask this 
Council to approve of a supplementary pro­
vision of no less a sum than $850,000 for 
Subsidization, which has not yet been voted 
by this Council. That is quite apart from 
the action which bas recently been taken 
in respect of subsidies, which I regard my­
self as a very distasteful and disagreeable 

· necessity. Apart from this $850,000, we
E,hall come to this Council still again for
another $150,000 or maybe quarter million
dollars. I hope that these figures which
I have mentioned to the hon. Member will
help him to realize the g.rnvity of the posi­
tion. The step which has been taken was
no·t taken lightly, and desp!:te that, as I have
stated, at the next meetinp.- of the Council
this Council has still tr> approve of a
supplementary expenditme of not less a
figure than $850,000.. I suggest the hon.
Member will have an opportunity then to
express his views more fully if he so desires
then. I would like to add that from the
rem.arks which fell from the hon. Member.
I imagine Government can be assured of
bis support a.t least for t>ie supplementary
provision which is being brought forward.

GAf\rBLl:\/G PREVl::NTIO!\l (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 19-17. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
report of the Select Committee on the 
Gambling Prevention (Amendment) Bill 
has been circulated to Members of the 
Council and I shall now move that the 
Council resolve itself inco Committee to 
resume consideration of I.he Bill which is 
fully set out as Item 2 on the Order Pap2r. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I have risen to ask 
whether the debate on the motion of the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Edun, can­
not be taken first. Unfortunately I have 
to be away early this 1ce'fternoon and, as 
I believe that will be somewhat controver­
sial, if we can finish the Rice Debate it 
would not only be in the interest of the 
Council to have it completed but, I think, 
it would be in the interest of the commu­
nity. If I can say so, th� debate on tha.t 
mction should be given prec2qence over the 
ot,her matters, ,as I would. :Ike to be present. 

'l'he PRESIDENT : I am in the banns 
of the Council in the maoter. '1f the hon. 
the Attorney-General agrees to defeT his 
motion I have no  objection to the hon. 
Nominated Member's m0iion being taken 
at once. 

Consideration of the Bill deferred. 

lNCREA5EH PRICES FOR RICE JNIJL'STRY. 

The Council resumed the debate on the 
following motion by the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. A. M. Edun, following the sus­
pension of Standing Rule and Order No. 
fl:-

Whereas the cost of living index 
has risen f1,om point 161 to 182 from 
December 1946 and at which point it 
has taken a steady stand to this date; 

And Whereas the cost of labour 
has risen ccnsiderably in the R.ice 

Industry: 

Be It Resolved that this Honour­
able House strongl.v recommends that 
the Rice Marketing Board increase the 
price of rice on all srades to be paid 
to padi growers and rice producers. 
b:v one and a half cent Per pound. to 
take effect from 1st January, 1947. 

And Be It Further Resolved t.lrnt 
this Honourable House strongly recom­
mends that the aforesaid Rice Market­
ing Board open negotiations imme­
diately with West Indian purchasers 
of rice requesting an increase of two 
cent,s per Pound on all grades of rice 
to meet wit;h the high cost of labour 
and the cost of livlng of the padi 
irrowers and rice producers of British 
Guiana. 

Mr. de A:GUIA,R : It would appear as 
though Memb.ers would like to hea.r the 
other side of the picture, and for tnat 
reason I have risen. ait ihls s�ge to add 
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my quota to the debate. The hon Mover 
of the motion asks that "this Councii recom­
mends that the Rice MarTceting Board in­
crease the vrice of ric� on all grades to 
be paid to pacli growers and rice producers 
by one and a half cent ver po1md and 
that the Board open neqotiations im;me­
diately with West Indicm purchasers of 
rice requesting ctn �ncrease of two cents 
ver vound on all grades of rice." Before 
dealing with the substance of the mo-tion 
I would like to make a few preliminary 
remarks merely for the purpose of 1·ecord 
and, perhaps, for the information of certain 
hon. Members. In doing so I must neces­
sarily take the minds of Members back to 
what transpired in the rice industry, and 
eve·n in doing so I may find it necessary 
to go back over a period of possi-bly ten 
years or more. At that time the whole 
position in regard to the ;-ice industry, and 
more particularly the export trade of rice, 
was in a state of chaos. I do not think 
there is any person in this Chamber today 
who will say that the grower or producer, 
as you may call him, has come in to his 
own. As a matter of fact, Sir, I think 
every Member of this Council will agreP 
that the plight of the producer in those 
da.ys was a very sad one. He was not only 
in the hands of the moneylenders, he was 
not only in the hands of t.he landlords and 
millers, but he was also in the hands of 
a certain type of person or persons who 
exported 1·ice from this country to the 
West Indies and other places abroad. 

As I said earlier, the whole position 
was in a state of chaos. The industry was 
not suffering only from uneconomic prices 
as the result of competition from the East 
but iL was also suffering along the line� 
I have just indicated. It became obvious 
at the time that something had to be done 
Jf the rice industry of this Colony had 
to be saved and, Sir, there were some of 
us-I am happy to say I ,vas -associated wit,h 
them-who felt ii.t that time that if thiJ 
rice industry had to be saved some organi­
zation had to be set up. We were thinking 
in terms of a Board at that time, but we 
had all a.greed that some sort of orzani­
zation had to be set up, and that organi­
za.tion was described in those days as a 
single selling organization. Some attempt;; 
were made to bring that about. and it is 
regrettable that those and earlier ones 

failed. I will not go ir.to the details as / 
to the reason why those attempts failed, 
suffice it to say that most of the opposition 
came from certain persons, who at that 
time not only made a living but made 
handsome profits out of the export trade. 
•ro give you an mustration as to how

proflta.ble it must have been, one exporter
in those days traded w1der three names.
And so I shall pass on from that phase 
to indicate what developed.

The organization came into being 
merely to try a.nd protect t.11e export trade. 
Government gave it it;; blessing. '!'he 
Department of Agriculture assisted it by 
setting up a system o,f rice-grading for 
export markets, as consignments were being 
rejected because �ome of the exporters to 
whom I had referred were in the ha:bit 
of selling one sample of rlce a;nd delivering 
another. All those things went on in those 
days. This Government set up that or­
ganiza-tion and rice-grading for export was 
introduced, and that was as far as we could 
go in those days. We had not the oppor­
tunity of going further. It is needless to 
say that system, although it did a fairly 
good job, was not entirely satisfac­
tory and was not entirely in the in­
terest of the industry as a whole. 
We pass on to another phase w.here the 
exporters were then being licensed to ex­
port rice. One of t.he Members of this 
Council. who is in this Chamber today, 
held three export licences because he 
traded under t!li-ee different names. 

Mr. JACOB : May I rise to a point 
cf correction ? I think the hon. Member 
is referring to the thre1:; export licences 
held by R. E. Brassington & Co., of which 
t.he second partner was 3 Member of this
Council, the Colonial Rice Growers ::md
Millers and Marketers of Rice of which
I was one of the principal o;ners, and
C. R. Jacob & Sons Ltd .. a company en­
rraged in general trade.

Mr. de AGUIAR: We now know who 
the hon. Member I reff!rred to Is. I did 
not say it. I was very careful not Lo do 
so, but the hon. Member has exposed him­
self. 

M1·. JACOB: What l wanted to say 
was that the hon. Member's suggestion is 
utterly baseless. 
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Mr. de AGUIAR : I leave it to hon. and took the Chair. Tlie records are all 
Members of the Council io draw their own 
deductions. I am only making what I 
regard as a sta.tement of fact. I just men­
tion that in passing. Th?.t state of affairs 
continued until World War No. 2 broke 
out. It then became quite neecssary if 
the rice industry of this Colony was to 
survive, if we had to increase our produc­
tion, for something to be done, and a Ric?­
Marketing Board along the same Jiue.s as 
the present Marketing Board was created 
under the Defence Regulations. In that 
way a single sell1ng organization came into 
being. Wihen we are talking about the 
success or failure of any particular in­
dustry, we must look upon results, and I 
say without fear of contradiction that it 
was only since the introduction of the single 
selling organization under the Defence 
Regulations that we began to see any 
development of any kind 111 the rice 
industry. tit .was only from then 

t onwards we began to see pleas-
ant faces on our rice producers and tv 

, observe some of our millers taking an
active interest in improvnnents and so on.
The Board, as it then existed under the 
Defence Regulations, continued throughout 
the entire period of the war. 

When the war was over it became quite 
obvious to those people who had quite a 
few years' experience-about seven years­
in the operation of the Board, that such 
an organizaticn should continue in the 
interest of the industry as a whole. I must 
admit that even Government at the time 

! ' was a bit sceptical as VJ whether such an
organization would find favour with ail 
concerned, although I must. say that Gov-

' ernment itself was perfectly satisfied t.lmt 
it was the best thing that should be done. 
And so, Sir, things were bei:ng said by the 
various rice interests. Wi?. had during that 
same period a body of men called the Cen­
tral Rice Committee, and on that Com­
mittee, Sir. there were represented the 
millers, landowners, growers, etc .. and so 
Government had every opportunity of 
sounding out what were the wishes of the 
people who were engagert in this industry. 
I think there were several meetings of that 
Committee, and on one occasion the hon. 
the Colonial Treasurer, who was then 
Chailman of the Rice l\Iarke�ing Board 
under the Defence Regulatlons, was present 

there. They had a fuil. :free and frank 
discussion as to whethe1· or not the Rice 
Marketing Boarcl shoukl be permanently 
e�tablished as a single sel1ing organization. 
Although there were arguments on b0th 
sides and there was earHer disagreemeut. 
I think I would be right in say�ng, 
the various meetings tem1ir.ated in a unani­
mous request that the Rice Marketing 
Board should be permanently establishec.!. 
That is how the present Rice Marketing 
Board was formed, The necessaTy legisla­
tion was Introduced intu this Council and 
received some opposition, I believe, chief1y 
from the hon. Member for North Western 
District. (Mr. Jacob). Nevertheless, the 
fact renrn.ins that this Council accep-ted the 
Bill and thP. present Boani came into being 
on the 1st April, 1946. 

There is one import,mt point I should 
like to mention, which is, that obviously 
the present Board was created on different 
Jines altogether from t.he Eoard which 
functioned under the Defence Regulations. 
The members of tlmt Board-and they were 
n:it many-were appointed by tile Governor 
alone, but it is true that in making the 
severnl appointment.;; the Gove1nor en­
deavoured to obtain the services of men who 
were interested in shipping etc. Under the 
present set-up of the Board-and I am 
goi11g to aslc Members whether in their 
opinion it was not the 1·ight step to take­
there are representatives of this Council. 
landlord-millers, producers, and Govern­
ment representatives, including the Director 
of Agriculture, and I veriture to suggest 
that such a democratic body is in the besG 
intereets of the industry, tlespite what any 
indlvidua.i Member of this Council, or for 
that matter any individu:11 member of the 
public, may thin.I{. I kno,.; that sc.me Mem­
bers are very fond of hurling at Govern­
ment the personnel of various Board� 
which have been set up, and they prob­
ably will on this occasion refer to this 
Board as a packed Boarcl, but before th9,t 
is clone probably I may explain that point 
away. 

It is quite obvious that before we could 
get the organization In proper form the 
Governor had to make t.he appointments 
himself, but simultaneously with the pass­
ing of that Bill there was another Ordin-
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ance which came into beil1g-the Rice Pro­
ducers Ordinance. If thr two Ordinances 
:\l'e examined it will be found, that when 
that Association begins to function properly 
in due course representatives of that Asso­
ciation will be selected for seats on the 
Board. As the Associat.1011 was not in 
existence at the time. the Governor had 
to select representatives cf producers and 
rni!lers from the various dist;·icts. The 
actual position at the moment is that on 
the producers' side of the Board there are 
representatives from every district in the 
Colony. I ask Members. and particularly 
the hon. Mover of the motion, whether they 
do not think tha.t such a body is truly ancl 
fully representative of thi; industry ? 

OI course hon. Members would be quit,� 
right, when the occasion arises, to inquir� 
into the activities of the Board. I hope 
that nothing I have said will be interpretcrl 
to mean that I think that such a right 
should be denied Members of this Council. 
'I'hey are entitled to inquire into the 
activ�:ties of t-he Boanl. and for that 
reason alone I welcnme the motion 
moved by the hon. Nominated Member. 
What I do not weloome is Members 
speaking on the motion, knowingly or not 
introduce or make rem8.rks which are en­
tirely outside of the que.,tion under dis­
cu�sion or make reference to matters of 
which they obviously know very little, or 
nothing at all. It may be that the last 
statement of accounts of the Board is not 
yet in the hands of Members. I think the 
hon. Mr. Edun saicl he had not seen the 
accounts of the Board for some time. I did 
not quite appreciate the length of time he 
had in mind, but for the information of 
the Council I will say that when the preserit 
Board took over from thP. old Board that 
Board had not sent in itu statement of 
accounts to the 31st March in order to 
close off its transactions and show the 
position at that date. Only one statement 
of accounts has been issued by the present 
Doard since then, and that was at the end 
of September last year. It may well be 
that Members are in the habit of seeing 
half-yearly accounts from the old Board, 
but the existing Ordinance provides that 
the accounts of the Board shall be

submitted annually. The Board having 
submitted accounts in respect of the period 
ending September, 1946, the next state-

ment uf accounts was not due until the 
30th September last. I no not know to 
what accounts the hon. Member referred, 
but I would like to assure him that the 
accounts to the end of September, 1946. 
have already been submitted. I do not 
know if the statement has been printed. 
I mention thai because I would like Mem­
bers to be aware that under the Ordinance 
they should not expect these accounts from 
the Board. ·uther than annually. 

In the course of his remarks the hon. 
Nominated MP.mber said he thought the 
interests of the Boa;·d were not beina 
looked after properly. He went on to sa; 
that, in his opinion, there was no danger 
of competition from any part of the world. 
I would like to take the hon. Member's 
mind back a year ago-t•) 1946. The war 
ended in 1945; we had V-E Day and V·J 
Day, and after that cond!t-ions in the world 
appeared entirely ditrerent. from what they 
were during the war. At that time it cer­
tainly leaked as if industry as a whole 
having stood up to the rigours of war, had 
now to settle down and stabilize itse1f, 
looking for security. At that time we 
heard quite a lot about the future security 
of the sugar industry. Vve heard a lot 
about the coal and steel industries, but 
everybody was in agreement on one point­
what does the future hold for us? We in this 
Colo!;y, who were thinl,inp.; along the rnme 
lines, felt that something should be done 
in so far as our rice indusrry was concerned. 
Those who were at the head of affairs­
and I include the Govarnment-felt that 
it was a good thing to faink of stability, 
but at the same time thf'y should consult 
those who were vitally interested in the 
industry and obtain their views. In the 
discussion by the Central Committee to 
which I have referred, th<1.t point was men· 
tioned, and I do not remember hearing a 
single cl.issenting voice against the proposal 
that steps should be taken to stabilize the 
industry as a whole. They went further 
and they were quite right. They said� 
and I re.peat their words- "We have done 
a good job of work in. the \Vest Indies during 
the war. We fed them during the 
economic crisis, and the lea �t they can do 
for us is to give us some eecurity for the 
futu1:e." 

The discussions did not even end 
there. Further discussions took place at 
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the Rice Marketing Board where there was 
another cross-section of the rice com­
munity considering· the matter, and in no 
uncertain terms they decided that some­
thing should be done to secure the West 
Indian markets. The people who said that. 
and even the members of the Board, 
realized that it was quite an easy thing 
to do-that all that was required was to 
go to the West Indies and say : "Well, we 
have fed you during the war crisis; here 
is a contract, sign on the dotted line." 
But it was not quite as simple as all that. 
When we begai1 to examine the position 
carefully we found ourselves up against 
a number of difficulties. International 
treaties and political di·,cussions of one 
kind· and another were going on. There 
was a conflict of opinion as to what should 
be done and, as one of the principal per­
sons faced with those difficulties, I would 
like t-0 say that even on the day before I 
left this Colony as leader of that deputa­
tion I was not too sure whether I had got 
rid of the internationa-1 difficulties involved. 
I think it was the very morning, or the 
evening, •before we left n1'.::.t a certain ray 
of light came through from the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, with wh·om this 
Government was in constant communica­
tion on the question of entering into an 
agreement with the West Indian Govern­
ments. But that was not the end of it. I 
went to Trinidad with my colleagues. I 
went to Barbados -and returned to this 
Colony, and within a few months -later I 
went back to Trinidad again ·with my col­
leagues and the details of a contract which 
had been worked out antl agreed upon. I 

· think, I will be excused for saying that
it was one of the hardest and most difficult
jobs I had persona.Uy ever undertaken. I
clo not think I should allow my modesty
to restrain me from making that remark.
It was one of the most difficult jobs I had
ever undertaken.

Nevertheless, we went there, and after 
a gc-od deal of bargaining on both sides we 
finally came back with a contract for a 
pericd of five years nt 'l- fixed pri:�e. which 
was a haif-cent per lb. more than we were 
then obtaining in those markets,. and an 
extension of the contract for a further 
period of three years at prices to -be nego­
tiated at the end of the five-year period. 
So far as quantities were concernect, we 

were asked to guarantee 80 per cent. of 
their minimum requirements. On their 
part they undertook, provided supplies 
were available, to take tl1eir full minimum 
requirements in the first instance over that 
period. There was also an und_ertaking 
that if supplies were available they could 
o,btain them up to their m:iximum require­
ments. I would like to ask any person. 
who has even a smattering knowledge 
of commercial deaiing or commercial 
transactions, whether in the circumstances 
that existed !:l.t that timu that was not a 
good contract, a fair contract both for the 
sellers of rice in this country and the buyers 
of rice in the West Indie.s ? I emphasize 
"at that time." 

But the delegation only went over there 
to negotiate; the matter did not end there. 
After the negotiations wne completed and 
the details worked out and put in proper 
form, we came back to this Colony and 
there was a fuH, free and frank discussion 
at the Rice Marketing Board again. The 
terms of the agreement were carefully 
examined, and the next. step was to pre­
pare the legal docume!1ts in connection 
with that agr2ernent. When the leg·al 
docut?:ents were prepa1·ed, the Board 
examined them, and after they were com­
pletely vetted they were forwarded to the 
various Governments in the West Indies 
or signatures. I experienced one of the 
joys of my life when I reported to the 
Board the completion of those negotiations 
and the terms of the m·oposed contract. 
The recoi·ds of the proceedings of the Boa.rel 
are there, and it was gratifying to me, as 
a humble individual, to sit there and listen 
to the words of praise aecorded the mem­
bers of the delegation for what they 
regarded, and what I Rtill regard, as a 
successful contract for the rice industry. 
Those wo,rds of praise did not come from 
the Government members of the Board; 
they came from the millers, the landowners, 
a.nd the producer-members of the Board.
If there was anything that gave me great
joy was to sit there gn several occasions,
and particularly on the first occasion, to
listen to the words of praise offered to
myself, as leader of the deputation, and to
my co1'leagues. That is rnmething I shall
never forget; it is a memory I shall al'.Va.y,
cherish.
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AH that took place m 1946, and we 
are now in another year, a year that has 
brought a turn of even�,� in the world 
,vhich, I think, is unparaJ!eled, and people 
all over the world are be,ng called upon 
to tighten their belts. Conditions are 
severe. In the United Kingdom there is 
no coal and no food sometimes, and -the 
pirates have come into their own again. 
I would like to remind hon. Members of 
what happened in the U.S.A. towards the 
close of last year when price control was 
removed, when the racketeers and every­
body came into the picture and bought up 
the available supplies, resulting in the 
soaring of prices of all cla.sses of merchan­
dise. We hear now that we can get $50 
for a bag of r:;ce; we can probably get 
$100, and I venture to suggest that if you 
meet a hungry man in tile street, who has 
$1,000 in his pocket but cannot get 
something tD eat, he would probably pay 
that for a bag of rice, but I ask whether 
that would be human, or the correct thing 
to do, or whether it wo11ld aiiord us any 
s_ecurity? When MemiJers say that we 
can get $20 for a bag of rice it is perfectly 
true; they can probably get more. 

Mr. JACOB : Mor-:o than that ! 

Mr. deAguiar: The hon. Member may 
be right, but I ask the question whether 
that will give the stability we are 
looking for in our rice indus,try. You get 
$20 for a bag of rice this morning, but 
the producer will not see 80 per cent of 
it unless the Board continues to function. 
Let us scrap the Board t,Qmorow and have 
free-for-all export, and we would see what 
the producer is likely to g·et out of the $20 
or $30 per bag for rice soJd in Venezuela. 
At the close of the first World War in 1918 
those who know something a.bout it will 
remember that permits to export rice 
changed hands at $20 per ·bag, and when 
a stock was taken by Government it was 
found that there was no rice in the Colony 
at all. We all know th� parlous state to 
which the industry was rndueed as a result 
of those illegal transactions which took 
place in those days. As I see the position 
-and I think I am competent to judge­
the rice growers in this <·ountry are quite
happy about the situ�ii.on which now
exists. Several of them with whom I have
spoken have always to,d me that what

they need is security anci stability for the 
future. They want to i<.now that when 
they plant their padi t,hey will get so 
much for it, and that is precisely the aim 
and object 0f the Rice Marlrnting Board. 
Members talk about prices, but surely 
they have not forgotten. It is not longer 
than 10 years ago wher. all a grower 
got for his padi in certain distTicts of the 
Colony was three shillings per bag. 

Mr. JACOB : May I interrupt to cor­
rect the hon. Member'? Is that what Rash­
beharry and Co. got, so that they became 
banki'upt? 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The hon. Member 
wants to infer that Rashbeharry and Co., 
got three shillings per bag for their padi. 
The hon. Member is so ignorant. He ought 
to know that Rashbeharry and Co. do not 
plant padi. They are landowners, and 
therefore they could not g·et three sh::l!ings 
per bag for padi because they did not have 
any to sell. They are buyGrs of padi. 

Mr. JACOB: Did Mc-�:srs. J. P. Santos 
Rnd Co. pay them 72 cent� per bag ? 

Mr. de AGUIAR.: They are neither 
rice millers nor buyers of padi, as the hon. 
Member knows. 

M:r. JACOB : But they were exporters 
of rice, and they used Rashbeharry 3,nd 
Co.'s licence too. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The hon. Member 
is wr01'lg again. They were agents for mil­
lers not exporters of rice. The hon. 
Member in his desire to be personal to 
every hon. Member should familiarize him­
self with the facts. He makes astonish­
ing and deliberate statements with the in­

tention to deceive. I had 1�0 desire to refer 
to the hon. Member but I think I ought to. 
He indulges in personalities in this Council 
which are not becoming to the debates, but 
I may inform the hon. Mern.ber that I have 
no intention of indulgiug in any gutter­
like discussion, such as he likes to do. I 
wm pass on, and I challenge the hon. 
Member to say that I am wrong. The 
price of padi was 3/- per bag in certain 
districts in the Colony-:t 'probably was 
between 2/Bd. and 3/Sd. In the Essequi­
bo district where a better class of padi was 
produced - where it wa$ threshect by hand. 
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and as a result a higher quality rice was 
obtained - the price was between 4/- and 
4/6d and, I think, in certain cases the farm­
ers got as much as 5/- per bag. At present 
the minimum price of padi is $2.50 per 
bag-three times the minimum price paid 
long ago - and from information which 
reached me yesterday the price of padi for 
the present crop will be $3.00 and even 
$3.25 per bag. It may even go higher 
because the rice business has turned out to 
be good business. Many persons want to own 
rice estates but, thank goodness, the only 
persons authorized to sell rice are the Rice 
Marketing Boa.rd and that !:las been the sal­
vation of this Colony. I am going to admit 
that the cost of production has risen and 
that the cost of labour has also risen; and 
I am going to admit also that the producer 
has to pay for his land rent. 

Mr. JACOB : What about bags ? 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The price of bags 
has risen but, there again, not to the true 
extent. I do not think the hon. Member 
knows-if he does not I will enlighten him 
- that the Rice Marketing Board has a
pegged price for bags and that the rice 
producers can get bags from the Board at 
that price . 1I do not know if he ls in­
terested in bags, but if he is he can come 
along and get bags fl'Om the Board at 30 
cents each because that is the pegged 
price. The hon. Member is a student -
he reads papers and other things though 
sometimes he reads them upside down ·­
and, perhaps, he will be mterested to know 
that every year there is a charge of about 
$1,000, which represents the dmerence be­
tween the true cost of the bags and the 
price paid for them by the producer. 

. A great deal of di!icussion has been 
raised on account of the fact that on cer­
tain occasions there was no rice in certain 
districts. I think the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Edun, nrnde that point. 
I thought he would have I.Jeen fair or kind 
enough to say that the shortage was due 
to circumstances beyond the control of the 
Board Had he said that, I do not think I 
would have referred to the matter at all. 
I do not know what particular district the 
hon. Member had in mind, but I have my­
self examined the situation rela.t!:ng to 
shortages in certain districts and found 
that in· those districts the sale of rice by 

the Board had been almost negligible but for 
some reason or other the demand became 
much greater and, like everything else, it 
came at the wrong time. 

We have now begun to reap the 
Autumn crop in some places, and if there 
is any shortag·e in any particular district 
at the moment it would disappear in an­
other week or another fortnight. There­
fore, I do not think any grave charge ca!1 
be levelled against the Rice Marketing 
Board in that matter. There are several 
other reasons which have brought about 
the shortage and, perhaps, the main one 
is that the millers a.re---naturally -in­
terested in this debate a11d are waiting to 
see what will •be the result of tt. They 
have read in the newspapers that the mo­
tion has been moved and that the matter is 
still under discussion and, of course, the 
little bit of rice they have they will not 
sell because in case the hon. Member 
is successful in his motio� they will make 
a few extra dollars. 

That gives me the opportunity of say­
ing - and I ask that it be carefully re­
corded-that as a result of the contracts 
entered into between the Rice Marketing 
Board and the Governments of the British 
West Indies the recent price changes in­
troduced by the Board .'ire the prices that 
will remain stationary and stable for 
the next five years, so that if the millers 
and other persons interested in the rice in­
dustry have the feeling that this debate 
would probably result i'.n a rehash of the 
whole set-up they wou1rl find themselves 
sadly disappointed. My only advice to 
them will be ·to carry on their work as 
they have ,been doing; and I send out 
the hope that there vr111 be no price 
change·s for the period I have mentioned. 

I think there is one last point that 
I should make and that is, I am not sure 
whether it emanated from the Mover of 
the motion or from the mind of the hon. 
Member for North Western District but, 
as I understand n, the suggestion was 
made that we should try and get a higher 
price for our rice in the export market so 
that we could pay a higher price to the 
producer and at the same time maintain 
a low price for the loca-1 consumer. When 
I heard the suggestion I could not restrain 
11 smile. When we talk about developing 

·-
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the rice industry, it is o:1ly then we will 
see great strides in production in this 
country. We will see the production oI

rice-unless it is not c�.refully watched­
rise to about 500,000 tons per annum, and 
all tt will mean is that the grower 
and the consumer will get it from 
the mills and give it to the Board and then 
get it back from the Board, thus passing it 
round and round. It will be the case 
of t,he tail chasing the dog, and it will 
mean that we will only be taking 
in our own washing. These things, 
however, do not last very long and I have 
only given that illustration to show that 
that is so. 

An examination of the price structure 
of the Board wi:11 show that the present 
prices have been fixed at as near a figure 
as possible to the price which we are asking 
the local consumer t-0 pay. Beyond that, 
Sir, it is impossible for the Board to go, 
otherwise the results whi.ch I have just out­
lined will immediately follow. The Board 
would have to buy back its own rice 
all the time and, surely, I do not think 
Members wou1d like to see such a state of 
affairs turning up. 

I think it was the hon. Member for 
Essequibo River who ma.de reference to 
Jamaica. He is not in his seat today, Sir, 
but I hope he will ,be ,given my reply to 
it. Personally, I would like to say that 
I a.m in sympathy with his remarks. I 
would have liked in the course of my discus­
sion to include Jamaica in this matter of 
price arrangement on a contract for five 
years. In fact, I would like to tell the hon. 
Member for Essequibo Rii'er that at one of 
these discussions I happened to meet a 
member-I think he was a Labour mem­
ber-from Jamaica, and when he heard 
that this delegation was in Barbados about 
rice I had the greatest difficulty to-well, 
to put it bluntly-get rid of him. He was 
interested-and quite rightly - but the 
cold fact was that we could not possibly 
enter into any arrangement with him. 
The cold fact really Wfls that we had 
nothing at the time to offer Jamaica. While 
we were looking for security of markets we 
were not in a position to tell Jamaica -i,hat 
we could offer her supplies, and so that is­
land was excluded from the negotiations. 
But, Si'.r, it may well be-and I think it 

is the case-that the Jamaica market ha.s 
not been definitely lost. If we continue 
to step up production as we are doing, I 
have every reason to believe that the time 
is not too far distant when we should be 
able to make some arrangement with tha.t 
island. It is equally true, as the hon. 
Member has said, tha.t having found her­
self outside of this arrangement, - Ja­
maica ought to pay more for her rice. 
But, Sir, I do not know whether the hon. 
Member for Essequibo River has ever heard 
the story about the man who fell between 
two stools. It may well be that 
Jamaica has found herself -in that 
position, and if she has to pay 
more for her rice today it is because 
of her si:ns of omission or commission in 
the past. Nevertheless, in this matter, we 
were not dealing with individuals; we were 
dealing with Governments, and I would !Lke 
to make it clear that the latter remark 
I made was not a remark against the Gov­
ernment of Jamaica, but rather against the 
itnJ)orters in that island. 

The hon. Member for the North West­
ern District made some remarks about the 
industry not having expanded, but I do not 
intend to burden the Council with figure�. 
which I have read here so many times be_­
fore, to show tha-t he is wrong. The in­
dustry is expanding, and there is no doubt 
about it. This Colony is producing more 
rice now than it has done in past years, 
and it is very obvious that the industry is 
developing in a variety of ways. We are 
getting the answer now to our various 
mechanical problems, and we have made 
considerable progress with our grading 
system. It is true, one hon. Member maqe 
reference to the quality Gf the 1·ice being 

sold. but the fact remains that we are pro· 
ducing today a better quality of rice. The 
statistics are there and any hon. Member 
can see the various grades and quality of 
our rice, dating back from 1939. It is true 
that there was some little setback some 
time ago, but I am hoping in the course of 
the next few years to see some recovery. 

Any hon. Member who says we have 
not made improvement in the rice in­
dustry is either ignorant of the subject or 
sti!Ung his conscienc.e. I would a)so 
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like to say that the foundation for 
further improvement has been so solidly 
laid, that I see no reason why 'progress in 
that industry should not continue. We 
are getting on with t-he problem of 
mechanical cultivation and more lands are 
being made available for cultivation. It 

· seems rather strange th:it the rice economy
is reported to be so bad, and yet wherever
one can find anything lik� 100 acres of rice
land they are being talccn up very quickly
indeed. I was one of those who felt that
the irrigation scheme on the Cournntyne
Coast was likely to prove a failure, but it
is not so, and so far as I am aware every
acre of la.nd that is available f.'or cul­
tivation there has been taken up.

I am very grateful to the hon. Mover 
of this motion for stating in his opening 

: remarks that this is not a political motion 
and that it has no connection with the 
forthcoming general elections. I have 
accepted his word for it. and in doing so 
I hope he will give me credit for speak­
ing so fully nnd frankly as I have done this 
afternoon. If, however, there is any point 
which I have not covered, I hope I will be 
given the opportunity of doing so later. 
Finally, I would like to advise that however 
much value the hon. Mover of this motion 
may have placed on it, in view of all the 
circumstances I have expiained this Coun­
cil should not accept it. 

Mr. THOMPSON : I have listened 
with patience to the beaut;ful word-picture 
painted by the hon. MP-mber for Central 
Demerara, but I can assure him that that 
pictur·e is not as roseate a::: he makes it. I 
can take him now to pal"ts of the country 
where he will find faces carry::ng the great­
est gloom because of thtir sad lot in the 
rice industry_ I go around t.he districts-and 
I can assure you, Sir, thut I go around and 
cover a lot more ground than the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara-and I have 
had the oppc,rtunity of seeing from the 
inception what hai. happened. I know that 
there is one hon. Member of this Council 
who is worthy of bouquet:; for what he has 
done for the rice indus:ry, He may be 
too modest to accept them and I am not 
going to embarrass him by calling his 
11ame, but he has done his very best to put 
the rice industry on a firm footini. 

I may say at the outset that some of 
the people in my district have decided in 
view of the difficult positon in which they 
have found themselves, to make store­
houses and keep their padi at home. They 
have been suffering very much in order to 
get food-they could not get supplies from 
the Rice Marketing Board during recent 
months and sometimes for two weeks the 
shops ar.e without any rice. I have seer. 
telegrams to Government making repre­
sentations on behalf of the people in this 
nn.tter, and it is peculiar that the Rice 
Marketing Board has to sit and examine 
the situation-a procedure which takes 
s�nne time-before anything can be done. 
I admit that there may be shortages once 
tn a while, but these things are happening 
far too often. Then again, the worse 
samples are passed down to the people 
who send their rice in, and the others are 
exported. 

The situation is a grave one. and I am 
not going to sit quietly and allow the 
remarks made by the hon. Member for 
Central Demerara to pass unchallenged. I 
have actually told some of the growers to 
store up their padi and to take two bags to 
the Board and get one bag of rice to eat. If 
the growers store up their padi and the 
price goes down belov, whn t it is now, that 
would be their dead. I am mostly con­
cerned with the padi gnrn·ers because they 
are the ones who are suflering, and I am 
sme. Sir, that the price they are being 
paid for padi does not cover the cost of 
production. 1 will give an idea of the 
situation from a list of expenditure which 
has been supplied to me by a producer. He 
has to pay $6 for ploughing an acre of 
rice land, then he has to pay $3 for harr:nv­
ing, $1.25 for seed, levelling and shying-
80 cents, reaping-$8.50, transportation to 
corial-$1, threshing-$2.75, transporta­
tion to mill-$3; and bags-$4.80, making 
a total of $31.10. He would get approxim­
ately 15 bags of padi to the acre and when 
these are sold at $2.50 per bag the total 
returns would be $37 .50. 

It should be noted that there is nothing 
included in the expenditure for Jand 
rent, or for the grower's own labour, and 
I leave it to hon. Membr.rs to say whether 
this is a profitable industry so far as the 
grower is concerned. I am told he gets 
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bags free from the miller, but he will 
have to take them back in such a case. 
Even if he gets the bag·s from the Rice 
Marketing Board, he has to sign two papers 
which demand immediate payment 
from h':m in case of loss otherwise the cost 
will be taken out in instalments 
On the figures I have given, Sir, 
it is not easy to see where this 
great profit is coming from for the pro­
ducers in this industry. Within an area 
of several miles on the West Coas·t. Berbice, 
and also on the Cow·antyne, the il1dustry is 
in a very bad state, and there is a very hard 
time ahead for the producer. One man 
has planted some 200 acre, of land-he has 
sown 30 bags of seeds-but will not get 
a single acre of rice because he cannot 
get water. Where then are these great 
prospects and the rosy picture that have 
been put before the Council this 
afternoon? 

Mr. PE,ER BACCHUS : If the hon. 
Member does not mind it he should mention 
where no crop would be got on the Cour­
a,ntyne. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Jf you go to the 
Bloomfield-Letter Kenny area you would 
find those conditions, or if you get on to 
the Secretary of the Rice Association there 
he would tell you all about it. You know 
fully well what is the condition around 
Lichfield. What I am 5aying is authori­
tative. II am glad for the stabilizing of the 
industry. I do agree with it, but do not put 
it out that the Jot of the farmer ls fine 
whereas it is not. Let Government know 
t-he true picture. In the Hopetown Dis­
trict you will get a v·ery good crop, at Foulis
a good crop, at Cotton Tree a poor crqp,
at No, 11 a poor crop and so on. Those
places have been examinf-d and we know
the conditions thoroughly.

I say the price of PR.di should be in­
creased. I do not thinl� padi should be 
sold at less than $3.00 a bag, because on 
the figures I have given it is quite impos­
sible for a man to clear his way on the 
present rate at which parli i:s being sold. 
I will do anything certainly to assist the 
industry further. When padi was selling 
at 3/- per bag, what wa� the cost of pro­
duction and the cost of 1iving ? It was 
cheaper commensurately. You cannot 
ta�e what existed sixteen or twenty years 

ago to deal with present conditions. Then 
the prices were agreeably lrss, but the poor 
farmer could have paid his way. Let them 
have a decent Jiving. Le,t them feel en­
couraged from the results they get. so that 
they can go back to the farm with con­
tentment. In most of th"! villages on the 
W1est Coast Berbice the farmers have not 
to rent lands from the estates. They are 
owners; most of them have their own . 
houses and have obligations in the payment 
of drainage and other ri,_.tes to meet. If 
all these things are taken into considera­
tion and that after they have planted the 
lands they·cannot get an appreciable turn­
over to keep them in a decent state of liv­
ing, you must agree they will not continue 
with the industry. I am prepared to en­
courage the industry to the best of my 
ability, but at the same ti'me I say let the 
farmers obtain a decent living from the 
industry_ 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : Now that the hon. 
l\�ember has spoken I brg leave to move 
an amendment to the motion. That 
amendment is along the same lines the hon. 
Member has in mind. I had drafted it this 
morning. The amendment reads as fol­
lows, with your permissicn :-

"Whereas the cost of living index has 
risen from point 161 to 182 from De­
cember, Hl46, and at which point it has 
taken a .steady stancl to this date; 
"And whereas the co.st of labour has 
risen considerably in the Rice Indus­
try; 

"Be it resolved that this Honourable 
Council i:trongly recommends that the 
Rice Marketing Board increases the 
price of padi of all grades to be paid 
to padi growers by fi..ity cents per bag, 
to take effect from 1st October, 1947." 

That, I think is in accordance with the 
speech I made and, therefore, I am not 
going to reiterate what I r.aid and that is, 
I level a charge against t.he Mover of the 
motion that the motion n worded is only 
in the interest of the miller or purchaser 
of padi. The amendment which I move 
is in accorda.nce with th� speech made by 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Thomp­
son. It wiil take into consideration the 
interest of the parli grower. I beg leave to 
lay this amendment over and, I hope, the 
hon. Member who has tHken his seat or 
some other Member will second it . 
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Mr. 'l'HOMFSON : I beg to second 
that. 

Mr. FARNUM: Your Excellency. I 
cannot say that I know very much about 
the Tice industry, but I hav e observed that 
the rice grower, as the hon. Member for 
Western Essequibo (Mr. C. V. Wight), has 
said, is the economic slave of the miller, 
and he does require a lot uf protection. It 
has been brought to my notice, Sir. that the 
rice grower takes his ps.di to the miller. 
He contends that his padi is of a very 
high standard because the Agricultural De­
partment has been distributing pure line 
seed pad! for many years. The miller tells 
him that his pa.di is of a very poor quality, 
and the grower insists that the quality is 
good and refuses to accept the minimum 
price offered by the miller. He then asks 
that his padi be milled and returns a few 
days after for his rice to find that it would 
have been better if he had accepted the low 
price offered for his padi than to obtatn 
the rice given him, as the rice is of a 
very poor quality. The result is, the 
grower takes any price the miller 
offers for his -pad! the next time 
rather than to have it milled. He is en­
t.irely at the mercy of the miller. To my 
mind the grower is in need of protection, 
,,ecause there is no one to whom he can 
refer when a price is offered him by the 
miller. I think it would be a very good th!:ng 
if Government ask the Rice Market1ing 
Board to consider the appointment of some 
officer attached to the Ag1·icultural De­
partment in the vll!ages to whom the rice 
grower can refer as a referee. The rice 
grower is the person who requires protec­
tion, and I have great pleasure in support­
ing the amendment moved by the hon. 
Member for Western Essequibo, because I 
think the rice grower 1s the person who 
wants protection. 

· Mr. de AGUIAR: As regards that
statement may I be permitted to make one 
ob.servation ? The main difficulty in ac­
cepting an amendment ot' that kind is this: 
It is exceedingly difficult to grade padi. 
Padi, as everybody knows, is rice in the husk, 
and it is exceedingly ditflcult to. grade padi 
as such and not padi as rice. The answe1·, 
of course, is a Central Mill, and, Sir, with 
the experience we are now gammg at 
Mahaicony I have no doubt that in time we 

will get that. But the immediate difficulty 
in accepting the sug·ge3tion of the hon. 
Member for Western Essequibo_ is the fact 
that you cannot grade padi. In other 
words, there is nobody, whether he is a high 
technical officer of Government or an ex­
pert, who can come in and say this grade 
of padi should be bought at the minimum 
price of $2.50 per .bag or at a higher rate. 

Mr. C . .V. WIGHT : To a point of or­
der ! The hon. Member is not aware of 
the fact tha.t attempts a!·e being made at 
the present moment to grade padi at the 
Central Far.tory at Anna Regina. Padi is 
graded there into four classes, and if that 
is not within the knowledge oi the Chair­
man of the Rice Marketing Board, per­
haps, he would investigate that. That is 
why I allow the words "of all grades" to 
be in the amendment. It is on the in­
fo1mation which I obtai.ned that there is 
grading or an attempt to grade at the Cen­
tral Factory at Anna Regina. and if the hon. 
M,2mber thinks it is not so he can elimi­
nate those grades and leave it at 50 cents 
per bag. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I l:'.m aware of th"' 
system to which the hon. Member refers. 
At Anna Regina they buy padi on what 
they call A, B, C grades, 'out in truth and 
in fact it is not ·1;:rading. It is a question 
of whether the padi as received is properly 
dried and winnowed. If it is not so dry 
and clean, then it falls into the sec:md 
category. When I refer to pad!: grading, 
I mean one sample of padi with 100 per 
cent. accuracy that it will turn out a 
super grade of rice, becaure there is a num­
ber of thing·s to be taken into consideration. 
I will mention a simple one-faulty milling 
will convert what is a lovely sample of 
padi, which in all probabil!ty will turn out 
2, super grade rice, int-0 a No. I, or No. 2, 
or possibly a No. 3 grade rice. As I said, 
1 am familiar with that system. The an­
swer is a question of central mills, and I 
am looking forward and hoping that will 
be very soon after this experience at 
Mahaicony. I may urge Government later 
Gn to consider seriously the question of 
putting up central mills about the Colony. 
We can probably do with three ot· four 
more. That is of course a tall order. 

What I would like t-0 explain ls this : 
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The price of padi, $2.50 mi:nimum, is based 
on a reasonable average price of rice after 
allowing for milling charges, etc., but we 
know as a fact that whPre there is com­
petition among the millers a higher price 
than $2.50 is offered. I may take this 
opportunity to state that the Board's price 
is put to remedy the complaint to which 
the hon. Member refe�-red. The Board 
keeps a very vigilant eye on the situation, 
and in districts where It ts found that any 
landlord or miller is taking an undue ad­
vantage of the grower in so far as the 
price is concerned the Board steps in and 
makes itself the buyer. Hon. Members 
will undoubtedly agree that is not the 
proper function of the Board. It should 
encourage private enterprise, but such steps 
are only taken when the Board is satisfied 
that an undue advantage Is being taken 
of the grower. 

The hon. Nominat.ed Member, Mr. 
Thompson, will remember what happened 
in the Autumn crop of l!J46 when, as the 
result of certain reports reaching the Board 
of what was going on in a certain district, 
the Board immediately sent a man into 
that district to try and pui'chase the growers' 
padi. After remaiI'ling there for about 
eight weeks or some period the quant{ty 
purchased was negligible. I understood 
afterwards there were certain difficulties 
-empty bags, transport-,vhlch the Boarrl
did not envisage. Those are di.fficult.ieR
which the Board may b� able to overc0me
if the necessity arises for the Board to do
eo again.. We had a �imilar experience
at the end of the Autumn crop in Esse·· 
quibo, I may remind the hon. Mrmber.
Again· the Board stepped in there and the
result was grand. The millers there had
forced t.he minimum pril'!e down to $2.10.
As a matter of fact I was told it went
down to $2.00.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I happen to !mow 
that while the price is S2.80 and probably 
more than $3.00, there is going to be an 
attempt by the landlord-miller to reduc� 
that below $2.40. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : That will be Illegal, 
and I can assure the hon. Member that if 
such a thing takes plac·� the Board will 
take very drastic meas.ires against the 
miller concerned. I can promise the hon. 
Member that if any miller aUempts to 

purchase padi below the minimum price 
and there is sufficient <widence to prove 
that. the Boa.rd would take immedi'.ate and 
drastic steps against that miller. That is 
an assurance I would like to give hon. 
Members of Council without any regard 
to who the person may be. In Esse­
quibo they did in fact sui:ceed in bringing 
the price down to $2.10. and the Board 
immediately took the same steps as it did 
on the West Coast Berbice, and auto­
matically within three days the price went 
back to the 1101mal figure of $2.40. I want 
to tell the hon. Member this : The time 
ls not yet ripe, as I do not think the Esse­
quibo crop will be in for the next fortnight. 
But the position is being carefully watched 
and even the minimum price of padi in Esse­
quibo will not stand, a;, the Board will 
enter and pay a price tllat ls reasonable 
because in Essequibo, as I have said before, 
the quality of padi has been fairly well 
maintained. It is true that it has gone 
back a little bit in threshing methods, but 
still it is producing a fairly satisfiactory 
quality of rice. I do not t,hink the Board 
would be running any risk if it enters 
there and pays more th:;.n the minimum 
price. If the millers there attempt to 
carry out the same thmg they did last 
year, the Board would immediately step 
in a.nd take steps. In those circumstances 
I would suggest to the hon. Member for 
Western Essequibo to a:Jow the original 
motion to stand on its merit. 

Mr. THOMPSON : I do not under­
stand why the hon. Member is opposed 
to this amendment. Wlrnt the millers do 
is this : The people take their padi to the 
mill and dump it there as the millers can­
not weigh or. delivery cf the padi, and 
when they do weigh there are several bags 
short in weight. Sometimes they weigh 
the padi without the producers being pres­
ent, and they have to accept what is given. 
There can be no difficulty in getting in 
dry clean padi. As re�ards the case the 
hon. Member referred to on the West Coast 
Berbice, I may state it was not the fault 
of the people that the officer of the Board 
could not get padi. It was due to how 
it was arranged. He just sa.t at one factory 
and expected the people to find him out. 
He got about 500 bags of padi. 

Mr. JACOB : I think I can speak 
on tli.e amendment. I r:se to supl)Ort the 
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I know that the crop on the Couran-
tyne Coast was threatened with a short-
age of water, especially the area men-
tioned by the hon. Nominated Member, but 
I think that if he had been in close touch 
with that area he would have known that 
it was being supplied with water by Pin. 
Port Mourant. That area would have had 
water two weeks earlier, but the growers 
would not take the advice of the Manager 
of that estate. However, they have 
adopted his suggestion and are now get-
ting a supply of water from the estate. 

There is nothing to prevent a grower 
from getting $3 per bag for his padi iY  

it can make a higher grade than 
No. 2, and I feel sure that with 
Government officers going around the dis-
tricts most of the growers will get more 
than the minimum price of $2.50 per bag, 
because I happen to know that the quality 
of the padi being grown throughout the 
Colony has greatly improved. 2 was in-
formed in one district last week-end that 
the growers are under the impression that 
$2.50 per bag is the price fixed for any 
quality of padi delivered to the mill. I 
hope hon. Members, and particularly the 
Press, will make it quite clear that $2.50 
per bag is for the minimum grade of padi 
produced by the grower, and for anything 
above the minimum grade they should get 
a proportionate increase in price. 

That, I think, is all I have to con-
tribute to this debate. The points raised 
have been fully answered by the hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara (Mr. de Aguiar) . 
The hon. Member on my left (Mr. Jacob) 
has suggested that different prices might 
be fixed for different districts and, of 
course, he placed Essequibo on top. The 
hon. Member has been out of the rice in-
dustry for a fairly long time, and I wish to 
inform him—and I suppose he would be 
pleased to learn—that Super rice is being 
produced in every district today. There-
fore it is not a question of fixing one price 
for Essequibo, another for Berbice, 
and another for Demerara. It As not 
an easy matter to fix prices for different 
districts as suggested. 

With regard to the suggestion made by 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Farnum, 
that an. officer or an organization should 
be set ula to settle disputes between grow- 

ers and millers as regards the grade of padi 
and to fix the price according to the grade, 
I think he will appreciate that it is a mat- 
ter of detail for negotiation between the 
parties concerned. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I 
think I should say a few words from the 
Government's point of view. This is, I 
think, your first experience, Sir, of a debate 
on rice which has always been what we call 
a full-dress affair, and this particular de-
bate has been no excepticn to the rule. It 
has always generated a certain amount of 
heat and frayed tempers among Members. 
What is unusual about this debate is that 
it has taken place under the shadow of 
the forthcoming elections. Nevertheless, 
I have always given full credit to the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Edun, for extreme 
sincerity of motive in all he has done in 
this Council, and I think on this occasion 
he has the interests of the rice producers in 
mind when he seeks to bring this motion 
before the Council. 

The hon. Member for Central Dem-
erara (Mr. deAguiar), who is now the 
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Board, has 
made what I consider to be a very states-
manlike speech, and if he were present I 
would have liked to offer him publicly my 
congratulations on it. He has given a full 
and complete explanation which, I think, 
should be accepted by this Council, but I 
want to confirm an important point which 
he made in connection with this contract, 
or the series of contracts, which is really 
the subject of this motion. The hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara referred to the 
fact that before the Rice Marketing Ord-
inance was placed before this Council 
several meetings were held betWeen repre-
sentatives of the industry, the Board, and 
the Government. I was present myself 
at practically all the meetings, and in most 
cases I was Chairman of the meeting. I 
have been looking at my notes of those 
meetings, and I find that in September, 
1945, I reported to the Governor on a meet-
ing that had just been held, and these 
were the words I included in that report : 

SAt the outset Mr. Gajraj and 
certain others stated that they were 
prepared to listen to my explanation 
of the Bill. They also wanted to have 
some firm statement as to guaranteed 
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prices for the future, as they clai.'med
that the Committee's concurrence in
the decision to introduce legislation
to continue the Rice Marektlng Board
under a new constitution was condi­
tional on the obtai:ning ·of such guar­
a,nteed . prices." 

Throughout those m.eetings the em­
Phasis was on the great desire of those
Who were then representing the industry,
the Government, and t,he Board to do what
they could to obtain some guarantee of
future prices from the e�port markets. 
I could not at the time give an undertalctng
on behalf of the Government that such
guaranteed prices could be obtained. As 
the hon. Member for Central Demerara said,
we foresaw immense difficulties in obtain­
ing such guarantees, but what we did see
was that as soon as the new Board was
,constituted their first \'lUty would be to
tackle that particular problem to see what
COUid -be done to obtain guaranteed prices
fro?n om: West Indian markets, and very
shortly after the Board was formed (I was
still a membe1· although not the Chairman) 
the:y started to tackle that particular prob­
lem. The difficulties were immense. What
one has to remember i'.s that in making 
contracts of that nature we have to make
thent. with some authoritative body capable
of l'llaking a contract for a long period.
Consequently the contracts had to be made
either with the Governments of the West
Indian Islands tliemselves, or with some
body acting with Government responsi­
bility and authori:ty. That was the first
Primary difficulty. We could not make
long-term contracts with merchants.

-As the hon. Member has said, he and
his colleagues went to those Islands and
succeected-1et me say beyond our wildest
f:lx.Pecta.tions-in securing an extremely
€ood contract, because t'.le Board has the
l:'ight to supply our West Indian markets
:t'or flve years wi:th their minimum require­
:tklents, with an undertaking that they
'\\,ill supply such other quantities beyond
'that :tninimum as the West Indian markets
�ant., and at the expiration of five years
't..he 'Contract can be re11ewed, but wit,h� re\rlew of the prices. What is even

�ttel.' ls that they did not secure the pri:ces
b �n Prevailing,. but an increase of those
� 

l·1ces. 'W;hen they came back from those
jsits I can confirm that they were wel-

corned with open arms alld congratulated
on what they had done. Doesn't it look
rather curious that now that the world
has suddenly got itself into this appalling
state wi:th food shortagr,s we should now 
wish to re-open those contracts merely on 
the ground that we should get higher prices
in these straitened circumstances ? I
did not gather from t11e speech of the hon.
Mr. Edun that that is the ground on which
we should do it, but I certainly infer from
the other speeches that the suggestion is ·
that we should force our markets to pay
more. That would be most unfai:r and
inequitable, and furthermore. I do. not think
it could be done. We have made a con­
tract, and unless serious circumstances
arise wh�ch ca.n give the Board some reas­
onable e£cuse for going back on it, it will
be outside the bounds of possiblli:ty for them
to re-open the matter now.

What has surprised me more than any­
thing else in this debate is that it has
taken place at all. The fact of the matter
is, that prior to the passing of the 1946
Rice Marketing Ordinance. the Board was
a creature of the Government. It was con­
stituted under the Defence Regulations.·
Let me be the first to adrr.it that when it
was started it was a bureauc1·acy pure and
simple, composed of members appointed
by the Governor who had no interest in
the rice industry. AB a matter of fact that
was the criterwn for their appointment­
that they should be independent people.
That lasted throughout the period of the
war. Latterly, a more democratic form
was instituted; members wern appointed
who were interested in rice, and then came
the time when Government gave effect to
its promise that a Board will be con­
stituted on a democratic basis-a body that
will look ,after itself and make i:ts own
arrangements without direct and complete
guidance from Government.

In the debates which took place during
the war recommendations were ma.de that
Government should do this and that, and
I can understand that Members felt they 
had the right to make i;uch recommenda­
tions. Like the hon. Member for Central
Demerara, I am not denying that this
Council has the right to discuss this very
important industry, but what I am suggest­
ing is that this Council having enacted a
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law which created a df:mocratic body on 
which the industry itselr is represented 
by eight members, I think, it is going a 
little too far when this Council seeks to 
almost direct what the Board, which i:s 
really representative of the industry, should 
do. Under the law the Board has full 
power to make contracts in the export 
markets; it is not a matter for Govern­
ment or the Governor to direct. Of course 
this particular contract clid have the full 
examination. and concun-ence of the Gov­
ernment, but inherently i:t was a matter 
for the Rice Marketing Board to deal with, 
and they did it openly and, I think. they 
stand by it. I do suggest that it is almost 
an attack on the democratic constitution 
of the Board for this Counci:l to make thi:l 
recommendation which the motion and the 
amendment seek to do. 

-As regards the first part of the motion,
which recommends an increase in the price 
of rice, I want it to be qmte clear to Mem­
bers that if the price which is being paid 
to producers of rice is increased there is 
absolutely no alternative but also to in­
crease the domestic price of rice. The con­
sumer would be bound to pay more for 
rice. There is no possfuility of our increas­
ing the price of rice in tne export market 
and distributing that increase among the 
producers without at the same time in­
creas1:ng the price to the local consumer. 
Hon. Members know that quite recently the 
price has been put up by half a cent both 
to the producer and to thr local consumer. 
Those two things took place concurrently. 
If, therefore, there is w be any increase 
to the producer it would follow automati­
cally that there must br: an increase to 
the consumer. I hope I am answering the 
hon. Member for Georgetown South. be­
cause his curry and rice will cost him 
more. I am not going to explain the tech• 
n1cal reasons why that is so; I thi:nk the 
hon. ,Member for Central Demerara ex­
plained it. I can explain it even further, 
but Members can take it for granted that 
that is so. 

On the question �t the sugges'..ed 
amendment of the price which the Board 
is authorized by law to fix as the miru­
mum price, if that suggestion were acted 
upon by the Board and the minimum price 
were increased from $2.50 to $3 pe1· bag 

of padi, it would upset the economy of the 
industry unless the price of rice is also 
increased. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : Surely the hon. 
the Colonial Treasurer !s not saying that 
the price of padi canno, be increased and 
the profit made by millers cannot be 
reduced ? After all th� fees charged for 
milling, etc., are not coutrolled. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I 
say quite categorically tnat i:f you increase 
the price of $2.50 per bag for padi, which 
is related to the price which the Rl!:e 
Marketing Board pays to the producers 
for rice, you would automatically have to 
increase the price which is paid to the 
producers for rice. And If you increase 
the price paid to the producers for rice 
you would also have to increase the domestic 
price of rice to the consumer. 

Mr. JACOB : I ris.? to a point of 
explanaUon ! Suppose we prOduce another 
10,000 tons of rice and seil it in the export 
market at double the pre:-ent price, we will 
net compensate for any loss that may be 
suffered by not increasing the price of rice 
to �e local consumer ? In other words, 
will not the increased export value com­
pensate for any loss suffe:·rd by not raising 
the price to the local consumer ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That 
is perfectly true, but I am not going i:nto 
the technical reasons. I thought the hon. 
Member had understood the position. If 
we sold another 10,000 rons in the export 
market we would get more money, but how 
could we pass It over to the producer un­
less we increased his pric':!, and the moment 
we increase his price we must increase the 
price of rice to the consumer. The point 
has been well explained by the hon. Mem­
ber for Central Demerara-that we wlll 
simply be buying back what we have sold. 
We have thought ot the subject for years 
and we know that that is so. 

There was one other point raised in 
the debate on which I would like to touch. 
I th!:nk it has been suggested that in some 
way or other an increase in the price of 
rice will stimulate production immensely, 
and that the fact that the price is where 
it is now is one of the factors whJ:ch is 
keeping the industry back I am sorry I 

,. 
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cannot possibly accept that. The factors 
which are required to increase pl'oduction 
today are not increased prices but more 
land-more drained anct i.rriga ted land­
or improvements to land which is alre':ldy 
in use; more labour, or !n the alternativ� 
mechanization. .We have almost reached 
satura.tion point in this industry, and that 
is why Government is paying so much 
attention to mechaniZf•tion. Without 
more land and mechanization we cannot 
get much further even with double the 
prke today. That is, I think, the accepted 

. view by those who ought to know. 

I am sorry to hear my friend, the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Thompson, paint 
such a gloomy and terrihle picture of tnc 
unfortunate producer of padi. Listening 
to his :figures I can only c.ome to the con­
clusion that if they are correct then every 
producer of padi i;s doing so at a loss. In 
other words, he must be giving his services 
completely for nothing. The hon. Mem­
ber must realize from the general situfJ,­
t.ion of the industry that that is not so. 
If it were so no padi would be produced, 
or there would be very little produced, 
except what the producer wants for Ms 
own consumption. The people are eager 
to produce more. 

I do not want to take up the timP 
of the Council any more, but I must s'AY 
that Government cannot accept either the 
motion or the amendment. OI course, I 
must point out that even if the motion or 
the amendment were . passed it would 
merely mean that it would have to go as 
a recommendation to the Rice Marketing 
Board which Is the constitutional body to 
fix prices. It is not a matte[' in which. 
if this Council decides to make a recom­
mendation, it would automatically be given 
effect to. Naturally, where a law is passed 
g1vmg the Board statutory authority to 
decide such matters, that is the body to 
do it. This Council's recommendation is 
therefore only a recommendation. 

Lastly, I just want to say a word 
regarding the R!:ce Prodi;cers Association . 

. When the Bill for the establishment of 
that Association was before this Council 
the hon. Nominated Memiber, Mr. Edun, 
was very much concermid about it. He 
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thought we were moving in the wrong_ 
direction; that we had begun in the wrong 
way. Well, I am disappo:i.'.nted myself that 
further progress has not oeen made. What 
has happened is that a Central Council_ 
has been appointed by Guvernment - a 
nominated body - and that body h,is 
divided the Colony up into districts, as 
the law provides. In consequence of that 
Act we have constituted these districts into 
E"epara.te district assochtions, and com­
m�ttees cf these associations have been 
appointed by. nomination. The present 
position is that Regulations are now being 
drafted to enable elections to be held in -
each district so that properly elected com­
m':ttees can take the pl.ace of the nomi­
nated committees, and after that a· new 
Council on an elected ibasis will be 
formed. I do hope that further progress 
will be made in that mRtter because it 
is necessary that we shouid have a demo-_ 
era.tic body working hand in hand with 
the Rice Marketing Board, from which 
body members of the Bot1.rd will ·be drawn. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Mover· 
will now reply_ 

Mr. EDUN : Siti·, the speeches· 
delivered by various Members have dis­
closed certain aspects of the administra­
tion of the Rice Markeling Board and 
what the Board is doing in order to make 
distribution adequate. Although I took the 
opportun!:ty to listen to all the arguments 
adduced up to the present, I have not 
be£n convinced by anyone that tihe cost of 
production of rice is lower than men­
tioned, or that it is possible to produce 
it at the price being offered by the Board, 
That aspect of the motion 'was very defi­
nitely ignored by ,the chairman of the 
Ri:ce Maa·ket-ing Board-the hon. Member 
for Central Demerara-and for what reason 
I do not know. He simply glossed over 
it and complacently said : "I know that 
the cost of labour ·has risen too." 
I repeat tha,,t the hon. Member just 
simply glossed over that impoi·tant and 
fundamental aspect of the whole issue, and 
I was certainly disappointrd when the hon.· 
the Colonial T1·easure1: �mid he did not 
believe there would be greater productton' 
of rice if the price is increased. That is 
such a fa.llacy · that I cannot believe 
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myself to be listening to :t from the hon. 
the Colonial Treasurer, because I have in 
my hand here a booklet entitled "Final 
Act of the United Nat::01:s Conference on 
Food and Agriculture," and Act XV -
"Long-Term Production PoE�Y"-states:-

"3. It is recognized that in order to 
secure this result producers should 
receive a fair return for their pro­
ducts." 

That is an edict from the United 
Nations Oonforence, if I may call it so, 
and these Acts were accepted by the Carib­
bean LabotU' Conference . I think the hon. 
the Colonial Treasurer himself was a party 
to the acceptance of those provisions a.t 
the Conference. No so long ago, ln this 
very Council Chamber, he pleaded the case 
of the Civil Servants with great zest and 
fervour-enough to convince all of us that 
the Civil Servants needed assi:stance--but 
I do not find the same zest in him this 
afternoon for the producers of rice in this 
country-those who are feeding all of us. 
Here i:s a spokesman of this Government 
putting forward the argument that it pays 
to produce rice at the present time. I 
had expected tile hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. R-aatge:vcr, to say something on this 
question of the rising cost of living, but 
everybody in thi:S Council-every hon. 

' Member-has glossed over it. Why? I have 
also received opposition from the Chairman 
of the Rice Marketing Board, and have 
also received opposition from the hon. 
Member for Western Essequibo-a man 
who should have initiated th!:s moL1on but 
who. has definitely opposed it. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: To a point, of 
order ! I would like Lo know on what 

. gTound the hon. Member can say that I 
h1we opposed his moHor.. I opposed the 
motion as regards an increase in the price 
of rice; I want an increase f.n the price 
of ,padi but I do not see how the price 
of pa.di ca.n be increased without in:::reas­
ing the price of rice.·· 

Mr. EDUN : It· is �1ot in my nature 
to interrupt hon. Members when they are 
l'lddressing this Council and. I think, hon. 
Members should sit in their seats and not 
interrupt others. They should _learn pro­
cedure because there 1s alwa.ys th!s ten­
dency to rise imd interrupt. I do not in-

terrupt anyone at all; I sit in my chair 
and listen to all that is betng said. I say 
again ihat I am disappointed in Govern­
ment-in the spokesmen of Government. 
If anyone tel.ls me that the rice producers 
are making money and that they can do 
that in the face of the present cost of 
ltving, I would say "CePtainly not." Since 
Government has accepted the princtple 
that the cost of living l1its risen, it must 
accept the statement that the rise has 
seriously affected; the rice producers in 
this Colony. 

What I cannot understand also is this 
question of the contract for the supply 
of rice to certain islands of the West Iu­
diei;:. The hen. the Oolon:al Treasurer ob­
jected to my interprEta.tion when I said 
that it is nothing more than a millstone 
hanging around the necks of the produc�rs 
in tMs Colony. Am I to understand that 
such a contract excludes equity and that 
negc.Uations can be opem.cl only if grave 
circumstances arise ? That is what the 
spokesmen of this Government want me 
to accept. No grave circumstances had 
arisen when several hundred thousand 
dollars of this Colony's money weTe giv�n 
to Civ!J Servants ._ when the Colonial 
·Treasurer was their spokesman-but in
this case no such circumstances have
arisen and the rice Jll·oducers must continue
to produce rice and sell, perhfl.PS, at the
whims and caprices of the Rice Marketing
Boa.rel.

That is the law which, perhaps, even 
the supreme authori:ty of the land cannot 
examine, but that kind of thing is re­
actiona,ry to my mind. I feel that by 
glossing over this question of the cost of 
Jiving and the cost of labour in producing 
rice the Chairman of the Ri:ce Marketing 
Board did a service to the Board. I lis­
tened carefully to what I would call a 
rambling- history of rice production and 
the functioning of th� Rice Marketing 
Board for the last few years. I think, 
however, that I know all the history of the 
Board from i'.ts inception to the present 
time. The hon. Member who i'.s the Chair­
man of the Board thinks that because 
he and others made a cnntract which is 
binding on the Board the rice P!'Oducers 
have absolutely no right to question that 
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contract. Where is the democracy in the 
whole SE:t-up? 

When I see in the O:.dinance that the 
GovernoT m. Council has the right to fix 
the Price of rice, then I suspect that the 
whole set-up of this Rice Marketing Board 
is to keep down the industry in order to 
serve some other interests, and whatever 
those interests are it is o. matter for Mem­
bers to find out. It is not accidental, Sir, 
tha•t certain Members like the Chairman 
of the Rice Marketing P,oard and others 
do not want the rice producer to get a 
better price. Here we have it that the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Thompson, 
has given figures apart from those I quoted 
on the cost of rice production and the cost 
of labour. He told this Counci1 in no un­
certain terms that it docs not pay to pro­
duce rice at the present r.rice, and I should 
like to know why there is this lack of

willingness on the part of certain people 
to examine the cost of living. We heard 
the hon. Member for North Western Dis­
tri'.ct speaking this morning about the with­
drawal of subsidization from certain items 
of food and what the result will ·be, but 
perhaps Government is not thinking at all 
about this spiral of inflation that is going 
up. It might have - to do so very soon, 
however. 

I warned Government when the· plea 
was bei:ng made by the hon. the Colonial 
Treasurer for the Civil Servants that the 
same figures he was usmg will be used 
by the producers, but now Government is 
trying to refute those figures. The prin- . 
ciple is one based on democracy, however, 
and we cannot reject it. This Council has 
a right to say what Government should do 
in a m.a:ttcr of policy, and I do not see why 
Government should get certain Members 
to try and twi:st that po:icy. What I am 
asking for is that negoti�.tions be opened 
with the purchasers of rice outside of t.11is 
Golony on a basis which will result in. 
an increased price of 2 cents per pound 
more. I am also asking that 11/2 cents 
of that i:ncrease be given to the rice pro­
ducers, and I do not see why the consumers 
in this Colony should bear that increase, 
because if rice is being sold at a higher 
price abroad every effort should be made

to get the best price. 

I have not suggested that we should 
scrap the contract mucle with the west 
Indian Islands, but I say there is evidence 
to prove that grave circumstances have 
arisen and therefore step;; shou1d be taken 
to review it. If anyone says that the cir­
cumstances are not grav,i, then that state­
ment cannot 1be based on the cost of 
living in this Colony. I think Your Ex­
cellency and hon. Members would remem­
ber that in the case of sugar the situation 
was re-examinecl, -although contracts had 
been made with the Bri:t.ish Government 
for a certain fixed price. Those contracts 
were varied year by year because of cer­
tain grave circumstances. Is this Govern­
ment trying to say that nothing can be 
done in the case o-f this rice contract ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I do 
not want to interrupt, but I desire to say 
that the sugar produceirs would like to 
get a long-term contract for five years In­
stead of an increased price. 

Mr. JACOB : Nonsense - absolute 
nonsense ! 

Mr. EDUN : I know that the sugar 
producers have had their contract reviewed. 
but in the case of rice the contract has 
been put down in the archives and nothing 
is to be said about it. If that is to be. 
the attitude of the Rice Marketing Board, 
then I would ask everr producer of rice 
no-t to co-operate with ihe Board, and Et 
would be a sorry day if they did not co� 
operate because many pe0ple would starve. 

The hon. Member f'0r \V'estem Esse­
quibo has suggested an amendment to this 
motion and I am wil)inf.{ to accept it, but 
we have these excuses-admissions of 
defeat::.Sm-on the part of Government. 
This suggestion that people will buy rice 
from the Rice Mark�tinis Board and then 
sell it ba.ck to them is alJsolute nonsense. 
It has been stated here this afternoon that 
there are shortages in certain districts, and 
I consider that to be due to nothing but 
maladmmistration on the part of •the Board, 
because we have given ::1. monopoly to the 
Board to sell and distribute rice wherever 
it likes. The hon. Member for W-estern 
Berbice ex-ploded the whole myth when 
he said that the Board cl.id not make ade­
quate provision for local consumption. _ If 

that ls not evidence o! i:ncompetence then 
what ls? 
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I believe that the Bo�rd can do good 
work, ·but if it ninges itself on to the cost 
of living index and says that the price of 
rice should be a prerogaiive of the Gover­
nor in Council, then tt woµld be making 
,a retrograde step to my mind. The hon. 
Member for Central Demerara states that 
a man who has $1,000 would be willing t,o 
pay it for a bag of rice if he is starving, 
.but if he is exploited it would be a crime 
of inhumanity. I agree: but i:Sn't it in­
humanity also for rice.growers to be work­
ing in t-he mud all these years without 
being able to get proper retw·ns for their 
labour? 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : I must admit 
that I do not follow the contention of the 
hon.' Member, but I understand him to say 
that rio provision was made for loca.l con­
sumption. He attributed that remark to 
me, but what I said was that provision 
was not made for this increased local con­
sumption. 

Mr. EDUN: What the hon. Member 
actually said was that "adequate provision 
was not made for local consumption." 

Mr. p:mER BACCHUS : No, Sir ! 

Mr. EDUN : In Essequibo, Demerara 
and Berbice there is a universal cry for 

.more rice for local consumption. We also 
heard the hon. Nomi'.Aated Member, Mr. 
Thompson, telling us about the bad quality 
of rice being consumed i!l his district. It 
is well known that although we produce 
the best kind of 1ice sold outside we eat 

· the worst kind here, and that is why I have
said there must be plannlng on the part
of the Boai·d. This Council has the right
to ask Government to re-examine the
p.!anning and the genen1.1 programme of
the Board and rectify aU these things. I
want some humane consideration for all
these people who are producing rice but
are not gett::ng sufficient money to make
two ends meet. That is why they are al­
ways in debt except, perhaps, in one or
two districts.

Some people S9,Y these rice producers 
, are always happy, but I would like to take 
them a110und to see conditions in some 

' of the districts. I would ask Government 

to take the estimate given of the cost of 
producing rice and see whether my con­
tentton is not right-that the present price 
is too low and that unless there is an in­
centive to the growers production will go 
down. I have seen a definite tendency to 
increase the production of sugar mther 
t.hrin increase the producr.ion of rice. Rice is
a staple food and I do riot set> why there
should not be more production. It Is for
such purposes that Gove:rnment adopted
a poJi:�y of planned economy, but I do not
know whether it has been abandoned. The
spokesmen of Government have not given
us any indication of it today.

I do want to examil;e closely one or 
two statements made by certain hon. Mem­
bers in order to give this Council an idea 
of what is passing through mg mind. We 
heard very much from the hon. Membe1· 
for Western Essequibo and the whole tenor 
of his speech showed tl'.at he was suffer­
':ng from a kind of complex. While 
this Council may 11ot know any­
thing about millers, if he says that the 
pad!: growers will not benefit from a 
motion like this, then I would say that he 
has not tried to understand it. The hon. 
Member for Western Essequibo is alsq part­
proprietor of a rice estate from which I 
have also had several complaints about 
iniquities happening there and -

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : Again I do not 
like to interfere \Vith 1,h� hon. Member, 
but he does not take the trouble to fincl 
out things properly before he comes here 
a,nd mal�es statements abou,t tbem1. I 
would like to point out that I am not part 
proprietor of any estate; I happen to be 
trustee and guardian for two young East 
Indian children. That i:.s all. 

Mr. EDUN : That is why the hon. 
Member should not do anything to intrr­
fere with the cost of padi being increased. 

The PR.ESIDENT : ·I think the hon. 
Jl.1ember should go on. 

J\fr. EDUN : It is now 5 o'clock. Sir. 
· and I want to go on for some time yet.

The PRESIDENT: Counct1 will there­
fore adjo1.1rn until Thursday, October 23. 
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