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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

THURSDAY, 9th OCTOBER, 1847

The Council met at 2 p.m. His Ex-
cellency the Governor. Sir Charles Camp-

bell Woolley, K.CM.G., OBE., MC,
President, in the Chair.
PRESENT.

The President, His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, Sir Charles Camphell Woolley,
KCMG., OBE, M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. D.
J. Parkinson (Acting).

The Hon. the Attorney General, Mr. E. M.
Duke (Acting).

The Hon, the Colonial Treasurer, Mr. E. F.
McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. Sir Eustace Woolford, O.BE,,
K.C. (New Amsterdam).

The Hon, C. V. Wight,
Essequibo).

O.B.E. (Western

The Hon, J. I de Aguiar (Central Dem-
erara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nominated).

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. (George-
town Central).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, OBE,,
town South).

(George-

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Berbice).

The Hen. C. R. Jacob (North Western Dis-
trict).

The Hon. A. M, Edun (Noininated) :

The Hen. V, Roth (Nominated).

The Hon, T. T. Thomps~n (Nominated).

The Hon., W. J. Raatgever (Nominated).

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum (Nominated).
The Clerk read prayers.

‘The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 3rd Octoker, 1947, as
printed and circulated, were taken as read
¥ ana confirmed. ‘ '
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AN OUNCEMENTS.

CONTINUA;\’(!E OF TO\‘NACE AND
LicHT DUES SURTAX.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Mr.
McDavid) communicated the following
Governor’s Message:—

Honourable Members of the Legislative
Council,

I have the homnour to invite the
Council to approve of the continuance
during 1948 of the surtax of fifteen per
centum levied during the year 1947 on
the amount of tonnage and light dues
collected under section 18 of the Trans-
port and Harbours Ordinance, 1931.
This surtax is not levied in respect of
any vessel which lands and takes away
cargo not exceeding in the aggregate
500 tons, or in respect of any sailing
vessel cf not more than 300 tons net
register.

2. The enactment of the Transport
and Harbours (Temporary Surtax)
Ordinance, 1932 (No, 1 of 1932) pro-
vided for the collection of the surtax
for the first time in the year 1932, and
sitbsequent to that year resolutions
have been passed, under the provisions
of section 18 of the Transport and Har-
bours Ordinance (No. 30 of 1931).
authorising the continuance of the
levy of this temporaty surtax.

a

3. Government does not see its way
to discontinue the surtax levied during
1947, and I accovdinegly invite the
Council to approve cf the collection of
this surtax being continued during .
1948.

C. C. WOOLLEY,
Governor.
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
British Guiana,

9th October. 1947.

PaprErs Lain.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr.
Parkinson, Acting) laid on the table the
following document :—

Report of the Georgetown Planning
Commissioners on the administration
of the re-planning scheme for the
period, 1st February to 31st July, 1947
made in pursuance of the provisions of
rection 31 (1) of the Town Plannirg
(Georgetown Fire Area) Ordinance, No.
18 of 1945.

The COLONIAL TREASURER laid on
the table—
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The Supplementary Estimates for the ORDER OF TEHUIE DAY.
quarter ending 30th September, 1947. FARMERS GRIEVANGES.
GOVERNMENT NOTICES. Mr. FARNUM asked and the COL-
InTRODUCTION OF BILLS. ONIAL SECRETARY rerlied to the fol-
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. lowing questions:—
Duke, Acting) gave notice of the introduc-
tion and first reading of the following
Bills intituled :—

Q 1—Whether Government is aware
that a large number of farm-
ers are dissatisfied with the one-

An Ordinance further to amend
the Summary Jurisdiction (Proce-
dure) Ordinance by conferring
upon a Court of Summary Jurisdiction
the power to impose a fine in lieu of
imprisonment.

An Ordinance further to amend
the Firearms Ordinance, 1940, with
respect to the grant of free
licences for firearms to Ahoriginal In-
dians and to provide for the grant of
free licences for firearms to certain
Government Officers and employees.

Notice was also given of his intention
to move the suspension of the Stand-
ing Rules and Orders to enable those
Bills to be proceeded with through all
their stages,

3RD QUARTFRLY SUPPLEMENTARY
EsTiMATES, 1947.
The COLONIAL TREASURER gave

notice of the following motions :—

That, this Councii approves of the
Supplementary Estimates for the
quarter ending 30th September, 1947,
(embodying Schedules of Additional
Provision approved by the Finance
Committee of the Legislative Council
during the quarter.)

CoxTINUANCE OF TONNAGE AND LIGHT

Dues SUrTAX.

That, with reference to the Gov-
ernor's Message No. 23 of the 9th of
October, 1947, this Council approves of
a surtax of fifteen per centum being
levied on the amount of tonnage and
light dues which shail be collected dur-
ing 1948 under section 18 of the Trans-
port and Harbours Ordinance, 1931.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.
WORKMEN’S  COMPENSATION
(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE.
Mr. CRITCHLOW gave notice of the

following question:—

Will Your Excellency be good enough
to say when you prcpose to give your
assent to the amendments to the Work-
men’s Compensation Ordinance ?

year guaranteed prices fixed by
the Governmnet.

A —The Government is aware that
some farmers in certain areas
are dissatisfiled with the one-
year guarantead prices. These
prices have been fixed with due
regard to the estimated costs of
production. Government also
proposes to adopt the recom-
mendation of the Ad Hoc Mar-
keting Committee to extend the
three-year guarantee of a niini-
mum price for a further period.

Q 2—Is Government aware that as
a result of the present level of
the guaranteed prices and the
high wages demanded by labour,
farmers have reduced their
acreage under cultivation ?

Q 3—In view of the world shortage
of food, the restriction on im-
ports of essential foodstuffs
from ‘“dollar countries”, and the
neced for maximum production
of local foodstufts, will the Gov-
ernment—

(a) cause an investigation
to be made into the
grievance of the farmers
as outlined in (1),

(b) revive the “Grow Mors
Food” Committees and
give them ample funds
to assist the farmers in
such directions as the
Committees may think
fit, with the object of
getting farmers to un-
dertake maximum culti-
vation.

(c) appoint a committee to
investigate and report as
to what stens can he
taken to assist farmers
to acquire mechanical
ploughs etec., on a co-
operative basis with the
object of enabling the
farmers to extend their
cultivation at a low cost.

A —It is a fact that the census
figures show a reduction in the
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acreage of ground provisions
cultivated in 1946 as compared
with the years 1944 and 1945
when Sugar Estates took an
active part in the Grow More
Food Campaign. On the other
hand, the acreage under culti-
vation by fairmers is higher than
it was Dbefore the Campaign
started, but more efficient utiliz-
ation of the land, and improved
methods of husbandry are re-
quired. The question of further
increasing the production of
food crons generally, in the light
of proposals made in the Report
of the Agriculture and Fisheries
Development Sub Committee is
being carefully examined. Steps
will also be taken to expand im-
mediately local production in
view of existing economic con-
ditions by varicus means (in-
cluding the us:: of suitable Agri-
cultural machinery when such
machinery is available), and
special represenjations have been
made to the Stcretary of State
for the procurcinent of machin-
ery. These and other pro-
posals now uncer consideration
will be placed before the Legis-
lative Council Food Production
Committee in the first instance
as soon as possible.

SUBSIDISATION.

Mr, JACOB: Sir, T crave Your Ex-
cellency’s indulgence heicre the Order of
the Day is further proceeded with to refer
to a matter of grave public concern at the
moment. I refer to the question of Sub-
sidisation. As Your Excellency is awars,
a notice appeared in an cxtraordinary
issue of the Offticial Gazette on Monday
removing the subsidies that have been paid
on pickled beef, cooking i utter, margarine,
condensed milk and salt fish. The only
subsidy that will now be paid is that on flour.
The working people were assisted very
greatly by these very generous acts of this
Government on the advice of the Imperial
Government up to Moncay last, but when
this announcement came forward and those
subsidies were withdrawn the selling prices
of those articles rose—just to mention one
item, condensed milk from 16 cents to
24 cents per tin—and they felt that some-
thing had gone seriously wrong. What I
am most concerned about is this! This
Council is supposed to represent, the people
of this Colony. This Council is supposed
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Subsidisation

to hbe represented iu Your Excellency’s
Council by Representatives from this Coun-
cil. I do not know whether those Repre-
sentatives of this Council were consulted
in this matter; perhaps they were. I do
not know whether the Finance Committee
was even consulted. I think it should have
been the proper thing to dn, for the Execu-
tive Council to have advised Your Excel-
lency in a matter of such supreme import-
ance to the working pcople, and that it
should have been considered by the Legisla-
tive Council or by the Finance Commit ee
before a decision was taken. I am
strengthened in my arzument in this re-
spect as this Council had approved of Sub-
sidisation going on to the end of the year
and the money was voted. From what
appeared in the Daily Caronicle 1 see that
Government through this measure will save
$235,000. I understand this measure is ge-
ing to effect a saving to the Government,
but that is a saving at the expense of the
very poor people. Perhajss, every Member
of this Council can afford to pay the in-
creases, but when it is concidered that Gov-
ernment pays certain eraployees €4 cents
per day plus a bonus tc maintain themselves
and their families, those people are
definitely unable to pay 24 cents for a
tin of condensed milk as against 16 cents
last week. And so I szy, I am certain
if the majority of Members of this Council
had considered the matter they would
definitely have decided agzinst the removal
of those subsidies.

Perhaps, T would agiee to it if Gov-
ernment comes forward and promises to o
scmething in regard to wages. Represent-
ations were made here from time to time
—and I have made representations for a
period of ten years—and ihose representa-
ticns have fallen on deaf ears. I feel very
strongly that 1, as a humble Member of
this Council, should have been consulted.
My cpposition is to your bringing forward
this measure at this time. I feel that Gov-
ernment has blundered, I feel very strongly
that if this Colony is to go forward this
Council must be taken into the confidence
of the Government at all t’mes. Perhaps,
a majority dacision can carry any measure
the Government or the Governor in Coun-
cil wishes to carry. It is almost useless,
as this Council is almost dyving, doing any-
thing about it, but the principle is there.
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Your Excellency has the right and the power
‘to do as you please, but, I think, that right
and power should be exercised very care-
fully and cautiously in the future. Your
Excellency will probably hear more
aktout this matter. The people are
definitely in a very grave position.
They cannot eke oul an ordinary
existence and, I suggest, since this has been
c¢one Government beging at once fo
make definite arrangements to increase the
wages of the working man by 50 per cent.

The PRESIDENT : I suggest to the
hon. Member that a more appropriate time
to bring this matter up will be when the
Government comes to this Council, as it
must at the next meeting, to ask this
Council to approve of a supplementary pro-
vision of no less a sum than $850,000 for
Subsidizaticn, which has not yet been voted
by this Council. That is gquite apart from
the action which has recently been taken
in respect of subsidies, which I regard my-
self as a very distasteful and disagreeable
‘necessity. Apart from this $850,000, we
chall come to this Council still again for
another $150,000 or mayhe quarter million
dollars. I hope that these figures which
I have mentioned to the hon. Member will
help him to realize the gravity of the posi-
tion. The step which has been taken was
not taken lightly, and despite that, as I have
stated, at the next meeting of the Council
this Council has still to approve of a
supplementary expenditiire of not less a
figure than $850,000.. I suggest the hon.
Member will have an opportunity then to
express his views more fully if he so desires
then. I would like to add that from the
remarks which fell from the hon. Member,
I imagine Government can be assured of
his support at least for the supplementary
provision which is being brought forward.

GAMBLING PREVENTION (AMENDMENT)
Brr, 1947,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The
report of the Select Committee on the
Gambling Prevention (Amendment) Bill
has been circulated to Members of the
Council and I shall now move that the
Council resolve itself inco Committee to
resume consideration of the Bill which is
fully set out as Item 2 -on the Order Papzr.
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Mr, de AGUIAR : I have risen to ask
whetlier the debate on the motion of the
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Edun, can-
not be taken first. Unfcrtunately I have
to be away early this afternoon and, as
I believe that will be somewhat controver-
sial, if we can finish the Rice Debate it
would not only be in the interest of the
Council to have it completed but, I think,
it would be in the interest of the commu-
nity. If I can say so, tlxe debate on that
mction should be given preczdence over the
other imatters, as I would iike to be presenc.

The PRESIDENT : I am in the hands
of the Council in the maiter. If the hon.
the Attorney-General agrees to defer his
motion I have no objection to the hon.
Nominated Member’'s motion being taken
at once.

Consideration of the Bill deferred,
INCREASED PRICES FOR RiCE INDUSTRY,

The Council resumed the debate on the
following motion by the hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. A. M. Edun, following the sus-
pension of Standing Rule and Order No.
90—

Whereas the cost of living index
has risen from point 161 to 182 from
December 1946 and at which point it
has taken a steady stand to this date;

And Whereas the cost of labour
has risen ccnsiderably in the Rice
Industry.

Be It Resolved that this Honour-
able House stronglv recommends that
the Rice Marketing Board increase the
price of rice on all grades to be paid
to padi growers and rice producers.
bv one and a half cent per pound. to
take effect from 1st January, 1947.

Anad Be It Further Resolved that
this Honourable House strongly recom-
mends that the aforesaid Rice Markat-
ing Board open negotiations imme-
diately with West Indian purchasers
of rice requesting an increase of two
cents per pound on all grades nf rice
to meet with the high cost of labour
and the cost of living of the padi
growers and rice producers of British
Guiana.

Mr. de AGUIAR : It would appear as
though Members would like to hear the
other side of the picture, and for tnat
reason I have risen at this stage to add
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my quota to the debate. The hon, Mover
of the motion asks that ‘“this Council recom-
mends that the Rice Marketing Board in-
crease the price of rice on all grades to
be paid to padi growers and rice producers
by omne and a nhalj cent per pound and
that the Board open nefotiations imme-
diately with West Indian purchasers of
rice requesting an tncrease of two cents
per pound on all grades of rice.”” Before
dealing with the substance of the motion
I would like to make a few preliminary
remarks merely for the purpose of record
and, perhaps, for the information of certain
hon. Members. In doing so I must neces-
sarily take the minds of Members back to
what transpired in the rice industry, and
even in doing so I may find it necessary
to go back over a period of possibly ten
years or more. At that time the whole
positicn in regard to the rice industry, and
more particularly the export trade of rice,
was in a state of chaos. I do not think
there is any person in this Chamber today
who will say that the grecwer or producer,
as you may call him, has come into his
own. As a matter of fact, Sir, I think
every Member of this Council will agree
that the plight of the w»roducer in those
days was a very sad one. He was not only
in the hands of the moneylenders, he was
not only in the hands of the landlords and
millers, but he was also in the hands of
a certain type of person or persons who
exported rice from this country to the
West Indies and other places abroad.

As T said earlier, the whole position
was in a state of chaos. The industry was
not suffering only from uneconomic prices
as the result of competition from the East,
but it was also suffering along the lines
I have just indicated. It became obvious
at the time that something had to be done
if the rice industry of this Colony had
to be saved and, Sir, there were some of
us—I am happy to say I was associated with
them—who felt at that time that if the
rice industry had to be saved some organi-
zalion had to be set up. We were thinking
in terms of a Board at that time, but we
had all agreed that some sort of orzani-
zation had to be set up, and that organi-
zation was described in those days as a
single selling organization. Some attempts
were made to bring that about, and it is
regrettable that those and earlier ones
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failed. I will not go into the details as
to the reason why those attempts failed,
suffice it to say that most of the opposition
came from certain persocns, who at that
time not only made a living but made
handsome profits out of the export trade.
'To give you an illustration as to how
profitable it must have been, one cxporter
in those days traded under three names.
And so I shall pass on from that phase
to indicate what developed,

The organization came into being
merely to try and protect the export trade.
Government gave it its blessing. The
Department of Agriculture assisted it by
setting up a system of rice-grading for
export markets, as consignments were being
rejected because some of the exporters Lo
whom I had referred were in the habit
of selling one sample of rice and delivering
another. All those things went on in those
days. This Government set up that or-
ganization and rice-grading for export was
introduced, and that was as far as we could
go in those days. We had not the oppor-
tunity of going further. It is needless to
say that system, although it did a fairly

gecod job, was not entirely satisfac-
tory and was not entirely in the in-
terest of the industry as a whole.

We pass on to another phase where the
exporters were then being licensed to ex-
port rice. One of the Members of this
Council. who is in this Chamber today,
held three export licences because he
traded under three different names.

Mr, JACOB: May I rise to a point
cf correction ? I think the hon. Member
is referring to the three export licences
held by R, E. Brassington & Co., of which
the second partner was a Member of this
Council, the Colonial Rice Growers and
Millers and Marketers of Rice, of which
I was one of the nrincipal owners, and
C. R. Jacob & Sons Ltd.. a company en-
gaged in general trade.

Mr, de AGUIAR : We now know who
the hon. Member I referred to is. I did
not say it. I was very careful not to do
so, but the hon. Meinber has exposed him-
self,

Mr. JACOB: What 1 wanted to say
was that the hon. Member's suggestion is
utterly baseless.
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Mr. de AGUIAR : 1 leave it to hon.
Members of the Council to draw their own
deductions. I amn only making what I
regard as a statement of fact. T just men-
ticn that in passing. That state of affairs
continued until World War No. 2 Lkroke
out. It then became guite neecssary if
the rice industry of this Colony was to
survive, if we had to increase our produc-
tion, for something to be cone, and a Rica
Marketing Board along the same lines as
the present Marketing Board was created
under the Defence Regulations. In that
way a single selling organization came into
heing. When we are talking about the
success or failure of any particular in-
dustry, we must look upon results, and I
say without fear of contiradiction that it
was only since the introduction of the single
selling organization under the Defence
Regulations that we began to see any

develcpment of any kind in the rice
industry. It was onlv from then
onwards we began to see pleas-

ant faces on our rice producers and to
observe some of our imillers taking an
active interest in improvements and so on.
The Board, as it then existed under the
Defence Regulations, continued throughout
the entire period of the war,

When the war was over it became quite
obvious to those people who had quite a
few years’ experience—about seven years—
in the operation of the Board, that such
an arganizaticn should c¢entinue in the
interest of the industry as a whole. I must
admit that even Goveraniment at the time
was a bit sceptical as to whether such an
organization would find favour with ail
concerned, although I must say that Gov-~
ernment itself was perfectly satisfied that
it was the best thing that should be done.
And so, Sir, things were heing said by the
various rice interests. ‘We had during that
same period a body of men called the Cen-
tral Rice Committee, and on that Com-
mittee, Sir, there were represented the
millers, landowners, growcrs, etc., and so
Government had every opportunity of
sounding out what were the wishes of the
people who were engaged in this industry.
I think there were several meetings of that
Committee, and on one occasion the hon.
the Colonial Treasurer, who was then
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Board
under the Defence Regulations, was present
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and took the Chair. The records are all
there. They had a fuil, iree and frank
discussion as to whether or not the Rice
Marketing Board should be permanently
cstablished as a single seliing organization,
Although there were arguments on both
sides and there was earlier disagreemeint,
I think I would be right in saying,
the various meetings terniinated in a unani-
mous request that the Rice Marketing
Board should be permanently established.
That is how the present Rice Marketing
Poard was formed, The necessary legisla-
tion was introduced into this Council and
received some opposition. I believe, chietiy
from the hon. Member for North Western
District (Mr, Jacoh). Nevertheless, the
fact remains that this Council accepted the
Bill and the present Board came into being
on the 1st April, 1946.

There is one important point I should
like to mention, which is, that obviously
the present Board was created on different
lines altogether froem the Roard which
functioned under the Defence Regulations.
The members of that Board—and they were
not many—iwere appointesi by the Governor
alone, but it is true that in making the
several appointments the Governor en-
deavoured to obtain the services of men who
were interested in shipping etc. Under the
present set-up of the Board—and I am
going to ask Members whether in their
opinion it was not the right step to take—
there are representatives of this Council,
landlord-millers, producers, and Govern-
ment representatives, inciuding the Director
of Agriculture, and I venrture to suggest
that such a democratic pody is in the hesé
interests of the industry, despite what any
individual Member of thiz Council, or for
that matter any individua) meinber of the
public, may think. I know that scine Mem-
bers are very fond of hurling at Govern-
ment the personnel of various Boards
which have been set up, and they prob-
ably will on this occasion refer to this
Board as a packed Board, but before that
is done probably I may explain that peint
away.

It is quite obvious that hefore we could
get the organization in jproper form the
Governor had to make the appointments
himself, but simultaneousiy with the pass-
ing of that Bill there was another Ordin-
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ance which came into being—the Rice Pro-
ducers Ordinance. If the two Ordinances
are examined it will be found, that when
that Association begins to function properly
in due course representatives of that Asso-
ciation will be selected for seats on the
Eoard. As the Association was not in
existence at the time, the Governor had
to select representatives of producers and
millers from tlhie various districts. The
actual position at the moment is that on
the precducers’ side of the Beard there are
representatives from every district in the
Colony. I ask Members, and particulavly
the hen, Maver of the motion, whether they
do not think that such a body is truly and
fully representative of the industry ?

Of course hon. Members would he quits:
right, when the occasion arises, to inquira
intc the activities of ths Board. I hope
that nothing I have said will be interpreter
to mean that I think that such a right
should be denied Members of this Couneil.

They are entitled to inquire into the
activities of the Roard, and for that
reason alone I welcome the motion

mcved by the hon. Nominated Member.
What I do not welcome is Members
speaking on the motion, knowingly or not
introduce or make remarks which are en-
tirely outside of the question under dis-
cussion or make reference to matters of
which they cbviously know very little, or
nothing at all. It may be that the last
statement of accounts of the Board is not
vet in the hands of Members. I think the
hon. Mr. Edun said he had not seen the
accounts of the Board for some time. I did
not quite appreciate the length of time he
had in mind, but for the information of
the Council I will say that when the present
Board took over from the old Board that
Board had not sent in its statement of
accounts to the 31st March in order to
close cff its transactions and show the
position at that date. Only one statement
of accounts has been issued by the present
Board since then, and that was at the end
of September last year. It may well be
that Members are in the habit of seeingz
half-yearly accounts from the old Board,
but the existing Ordinance provides that
the accounts of the Board shall be
suibmitted annually. The Board having
submitted accounts in respect of the period
ending September, 1946, the next state-
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ment of accounts was not due until the
30th September last. I do not know to
what accounts the hon, Member referred,
but I would like to assure him that the
accounts to the end of September, 1946,
have already been submitted. I do not
know if the statement hns been printed.
T mention tha? because I would like Mem-
kers to be aware that under the Ordinance
they should not expect these accounts from
the Board. other than annrually.

In the course of his remarks the hon.
Nominated Member said he thought the
interests of the Board were nct being
laoked after properly. He went on to say
that, in his opinion, there was no dansger
of competition from any part of the world.
I would like to take the hon. Member’s
mind back a year ago—t» 1946. The war
endad in 1945; we had V-E Day and V-J
Day, and after that conditions in the world
appeared entirely diferent from what they
were during the war. Al that time it cer-
tainly locked as if industry as a whole,
having stood up to the rigours of war, had
now to settle down and stabilize itself,
looking for security. At that time we
heard quite a lot about the future security
of the sugar industry. We heard a lot
about the coal and stesl industries, but
everybocdy was in agreement on one point—
what does the future hold for us? We in this
Colony, who were thinking along the same
lines, feli that something should ke done
in so far as our rice indusr'y was concerned.
Those who were at the head of affajrs—
and I include the Government-—felt that
it was a good thing to think of stability,
but a% the same time they should consult
those who were vitally interested in the
industry and obtain their views. In the
discussion by the Central Committee to
which I have referred, that point was men-
tioned, and I do not remember hearing a
single dissenting voice against the propcsal
that steps shculd be taken to stabilize the
industry as a whole. They went further,
and they were quite right. They said —
and I rspeat their words— “We have done
a good job of work in the West Indies during
the war. We fed them during the
economic erisis, and the least they can do
for us is to give us some security for the
future.”

The
there.

discussions did not even end
Further discussions took place ab
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the Rice Marketing Board where there was
another cross-section of the rice com-
munity considering the inatter, and in no
uncertain terms they decided that some-
thing should be done to secure the West
Incian markets. The people who said that.
and even the members of the Board,
realized that it was quite an easy thing
to do—that all that was required was to
go to the West Indies and say : “Well, we
have fed you during the war crisis; here
is a contract, sign on the dotted line.”
But it was not quite as simple as all that.
When we began to examniine the position
carefully we found ourselves up against
a number of difficulties. International
treaties and political discussions of cne
kind and another were going on. There
was a conflict of opinion as to what should
e done and, as one of the principal per-
sons faced with those difficulties, I would
like to say that even on the day before I
left this Cclony as leader of that deputa-
tion I was not too sure whether I had got
rid of the international difficulties involved.
I think it was the very morning, or the
evening, before we left that a certain ray
of light came through from the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, with whom this
Government was in constant cornmunica-
tion on the question of entering into an
agreement with the West Indian Govern-
ments. But that was not the end of it. I
went to Trinidad with my colleagues. I
went to Barbados and returned to this
Colony, and within a few months later 1
went back to Trinidad again with my col-
leagues and the details of a contract which
had been worked out and agreed upcn. I

" think, I will be excused for saying that
it was one of the hardest and most difficult
jobs I had personally ever undertaken., I
cdo nof think I should allow my modesty
to restrain me from maiiing that remark.
It was one of the most difficult jobs I had
ever undertaken.

Nevertheless, we went there, and after
2, good deal of bargaining on hoth sides we
finally came back with a contract for a
pericd of five years at a Iixed price, which
was a haif-cent per lb. more than we were
then obtaining in those markets, and an
extension of the contract for a further
period of three years at prices to be negn-
tiated at the end of the five-year period.
So far as quanfilies were concerned, we
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were asked to guarantee 80 per cent. of
their minimum requirements. On their
part they undertook, provided supplies
were available, to take thieir full minimum
requirements in the first instance over that
period. There was also an undertaking
that if supplies were available they could
obtain them up to their maximum require-

ments. I would like to ask any person.
who has even a smattering knowledge
of commercial dealing or commercial

transactions, whether in the circumstances
that existed at that time that was not a
good contract, a fair contract both for the
sellers of rice in this country and the buyers
of rice in the West Indies ? 1 emphasize
“at that time.”

But the delegation only went over there
to negotiate; the matter did not end there.
After the negotiations were completed and
the details worked out and put in proper
form, we came bhack to this Colony and
there was a full, free and frank discussion
at the Rice Marketing Board again. The
terms of the agreement were carefully
examined, and the next step was to pre-
pare the legal documents in connection
with that agrzement. When the lepal
docurzents were prepared, the Board
examined them, and affer they were com-
pletely vetted they were forwarded to the
various Governments in the West Indies
Gr signatures. I experienced one of the
joys of my life when I reported to the
Board the completion of those negotiations
and the terms of the proposed contract.
The records of the proceedings of the Boarc
are there, and it was gratifying to me, as
a humble individual, to sit there and listen
to the words of praise accorded the memn-
bers of the delegation for what they
regarded, and what I still regard, as a
successful contract for the rice industry.
Those words of praise did not come from
the Governmment members of the Board;
they came from the millers, the landowners,
and the producer—members of the Board.
If there was anything that gave me great
joy was to sit there on several occasions,
and particularly on the first occasion, to
listen to the words of praise offered to
myself, as leader of the deputation, and to
my colleagues. That is something I shall
never forget; it is 2 memory I shall always
cherish,
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All that took place 1 1946, and we
are now in another year, a year that has
brought a turn of evenis in the world
which, I think, is unparai‘eled, and people
all over the world are heing called upon
to tighten their belts. Conditions are
severe. In the United Kingdom there is
no coal and no food sometimes, and -the
pirates have come into their own again.
I would like to remind hon. Members of
what happened in the U.S.A. towards the
close of last year when price control was
removed, when the racketeers and every-
body came into the picture and bought up
the available supplies, resulting in the
scaring of prices of all classes of merchan-
dise. We hear now that we can get $50
for a bag of rice; we can probably get
$100, and I venture to suggest that if you
meet a hungry man in the street, who has
$1,000 in his pocket but cannot get
something to eat, he would probably pay
that for a bag of rice, but I ask whether
that would be human, or the correct thing
to do, or whether it wonld afford us any
security?  When Members say that we
can get $20 for a bag of vice it is perfectly
true; they can probably get more.

Mr, JACOB : Morz than that!

Mr. deAguiar : The hon. Member may
be right, but I ask the question whether
that will give the stability we are
looking for in our rice industry. You get
$20 for a bag of rice this morning, but
the producer will not sez 80 per cent of
it unless the Board continues to function.
Let us scrap the Board tomorow and have
free-for-all export, and we would see what
the producer is likely to get out of the $20
or $30 per hag for rice sold in Venezuela.
At the close of the first ¥World War in 1918
those who know something about it will
remember that permits to export rice
changed hands at $20 per bag, and when
a stock was taken by Government it was
found that there was no rice in the Colony
at all. We all know the parlous state to
which the industry was redueed as a result
of those illegal transactions which took
place in those days. As I see the position
—and I think I am competent to judge—
the rice growers in this ¢ountry are quite
happy about the situation which now
exists. Several of them with whom I have
spoken have always toid me that what
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they need is security anc stability for the
future. They want to &now that when
they plant their padi they will get so
much for it, and that is precisely the aim
and object of the Rice Marketing Board.
Members talk about prices, but surely
they have not forgotten. I is not longer
than 10 years ago when all a grower
got for his padi in certain districts of the
Colony was three shillings per bag.

Mr. JACOB : May I interrupt to cor-
rect the hon, Member? Is that what Rash-
behairy and Co. gol, so that they became
bankirupt ?

Mr. de AGUIAR : The hon. Member
wants to infer that Rashbeharry and Co,,
got three shillings per bag for their padi.
The hon. Member is so igiicrant. He ought
to know that Rashbeharry and Co. do not
plant padi. They are landowners, and
therefore they could not zet three shillings
per bag for padi hecause they did not have
any to sell. They are buyers of padi.

Mr. JACOB : Did Mcusrs. J. P, Santos
and Co. pay them 72 cents per bag ?

Mr, de AGUIAR: They are neither
rice millers nor buyers of padi, as the hon,
Member knows.

Mr. JACOB : But they were exporters
of rice, and they used Rashbeharry and
Co.'s licenee too.

Mr., de AGUIAR : The hon. Member
is wrong again. They were agents for mil-
lers not exporters of rice. The hon.
Member in his desire tc be personal to
every hon, Mcember should familiarize him-
seif with the facts. He makes astonish-
ing and deliberate statements with the in-
tention to deceive. I had no desire to refer
to the hon. Member but I think I ought to.
He indulges in personalities in this Counecil
which are not becoming to the debates, but
I may inform the hon. Member that I have
no intention of indulginlg in any gutter-
like discussion, such as he likes to do. I
will pass on, and I challenge the hon.
Member to say that I am wrong. The
price of padi was 3/- per bag in certain
districts in the Colony—:t probably was
between 2/8d. and 3:8d. In the Essequi-
bo district where a hetter class of padi was
produced — where it was threshed by hand
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and as a result a higher quality rice was
obtained — the price was between 4/- and
4/6d and, I think, in certaiti cases the farm-
ers got as much as 5/- per bag. At present
the minimum price of padi is $2.50 per
bag—three times the minimum price paid
Jong ago — and from information which
reached me yesterday the price of padi for
the present crop will be $3.00 and even
$3.25 per bag. It may even go higher
because the rice business has turned out to
be good business. Many persons want to own
rice estates but, thank goodness, the only
persons authorized to seil rice are the Rice
Marketing Board and that hias been the sal-
vation of this Colony. I am going to admit
that the cost of production has risen and
that the cost of lakour has also risen; and
I am going to admit also that the producer
has to pay for his land rent.

Mr. JACOB : What about bags ?

Mr. de AGUIAR : The price of bags
has risen but, there again, not to the true
extent. I do not think the hon, Member
knows—if he does not I will enlighten himn
— that the Rice Marketing Board has a
pegged price for bags and that the rice
producers can get bags from the Board at
that price . I do not know if he is in-
terested in bags, but if he is he can come
along and get bags from the Board at 30
cents each because that is the pegged
price. The hon. Member is a student —
he reads papers and otiier things though
scmetimes he reads them upside down —
and, perhaps, he will be mterested to know
that every year there is a charge of about
$1,000, which represents vhe difference he-
tween the true cost of the bags and the
price paid for them by the producer,

- A great deal of discussion has been
raised on account of the fact that on cer-
tain occasions there was no rice in certain
districts. I think the hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Edun, made that point.
I thought he would have been fair or kind
enough to say that the shortage was due
to circumstances beyond the control of the
Board Had he said that, I do not think I
would have referred to the matter at all.
I do not know what particular district the
hon. Member had in mind, but I have my-
self examined the situation relating to
shortages in certain districts and found
that in- those districts the sale of rice by
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the Board had been almost negligible but for
some reason or other the demand bhecame
much greater and, like everybthing else, it
came at the wrong time.

We have now begun to reap the
Autumn crop in some places, and if there
is any shortage in any particular district
at the moinent it would disappear in an-
other week or another fortnight. There-
fore, I do not think any grave charge can
be levelled against the Rice Marketing
Board in that matter. There are several
other reasons which have brought about
the shortage and, perhavs, the main one
is that the millers are--naturally —in-
terested in this debate and are waiting to
see what will be the result of it. They
have read in the newspapers that the mo-
tion has been moved and that the matter is
still under discussion and, of course, the
little bit of rice they have they will not
sell because in case the hon. Member
is successful in his motion they will make
a few extra dollars.

That gives me the opportunity of say-
ing — and I ask that it he carefully re-
corded—that as a result of the contracts
entered into between the Rice Marketing
Board and the Governments of the British
West Indies the recent price changes in-
troduced by the Board are the prices that
will remain stationary and stable for
the next five years, so that if the millers
and other persons interested in the rice in-
dustry have the feeling that this debate
would probably result in a rehash of the
whole set-up they would find themselves
sadly disappointed. My only advice to
them will be to carry on their work as
they have been doing; and I send out
the hope that there il be no price
changes for the period I huve mentioned.

I think there is one last point that
I should mmake and that is, I am not sure
whether it emanated froin the Mover of
the motion or from the mind of the hon.
Member for North Western District but,
as I understand it, the suggestion was
made that we should try and get a higher
price for our rice in the export market so
that we could pay a higher price to the
producer and at the same time maintain
a low price for the local consumer. When
I heard the suggestion I could not restrain
a2 smile. When we talk about developing
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the rice industry, it is only then we will
see great strides in production in this
country, We will see the production of
rice—unless it is not carefully watched—
rise to about 500,000 tons per annum, and
all it will mean is that the grower
and the consumer will get it from
the mills and give it to the Board and then
get it back from the Board, thus passing it
round and round. It will be the case
of the tail chasing the dog, and it will
mean that we will only be taking
in our own washing. These things,
however, do not last very long and I have
only given that illustration to show that
that is so.

An examination of the price structure
of the Board will show that the present
prices have been fixed at as near a figure
as possible to the price which we are asking
the local consumer to pay. Beyond that,
Sir, it is impossible for the Board to go,
otherwise the results which I have just out-
lined will iinmediately follow. The Board
would have fo buy back its own rice
all the time and, surely, I do not think
Members would like to see such a state of
affairs turning up.

I think it was the hon, Member for
Essequibo River who made reference to
Jamaica. He is not in his seat today, Sir,
but I hope he will be given my reply to
it. Personally, I would like to say that
I am in sympathy with his remarks. I
would have liked in the course of my discus-
sion to include Jamaica in this matter of
price arrangement on a contract for five
years. In fact, I would like to tell the hon.
Member for Essequibo River that at one of
these discussions I hanpened to meet a
member—I think he was a Labour mem-
her—from Jamaica, and when he heard
that this delegation was in Barbados about
rice I had the greatest difficulty to—well,
to put it bluntly—get rid of him. He was
interested—and quite rightly — but the
cold fact was that we could not possibly
enter into any arrangement with him.
The cold fact really was that we had
nothing at the time to offer Jamaica. While
we were looking for security of markets we
were not in a position to tell Jamaica vhat
we could offer her supplies, and so that is-
land was excluded from the negotiations.
But, Sir, it may well be—and I think it
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is the case—that the Jamaica market has
not been definitely lost. If we continue
to step up production as we are doing, I
have every reason to believe that the time
is not too far distant when we should he
able to make some arrangemeunt with that
island. It is equally true, as the hon.
Member has said, that having found her-
self oulside of this arrangement, — Ja-
maica ought to pay more for her rice,
But, Sir, I do not know whether the hon.
Member for Essequibo River has ever heard
the story about the man who fell between

two  stools. It may well be that
Jamaica, has found herself -in that
position, and if she has to pay
more for her rice today it is because

of her sins of omission or commissiou in
the past. Nevertheless, in this matter, we
were not dealing with individuals; we were
dealing with Governments, and I would like
to make it clear that the latter remark
I made was not a remark against the Gov-
ernment of Jamaica, but rather against the
importers in that island.

The hon. Member for the North West-
ern District made some remarks about the
industry not having expanded, but I do na2t
intend to burden the Council with figures,
which I have read here so many times be-
fore, to show that he is wrong. The in-
dustry is expanding, and there is no doubt
about it. This Colony is producing more
rice now than it has done in past years,
and it is very obvious that the industry is
developing in a variety of ways. We are
getting the answer now to our various
mechanical problems, and we have made
considerable progress with our grading
system. It is true, one hon. Member made
reference to the quality cf the rice being
sold, but the fact remains that we are pro-
ducing today & better quality of rice. The
statistics are there and any hon. Membher
can see the various grades and quality of
our rice, dating back from 1939. It is true
that there was some little setback some
time ago, but I am hoping in the course of
the next few years to see some recovery.

Any hon, Member who says we have
not made improvement in the rice in-
dustry is either ignorant of the subject or
stifiing his conscience. I would also
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like to say that the foundation for
further improvement has been so solidly
laid, that I see no reason why progress in
that industry should not continue. We
are getting on with the problem of
mechanical cultivation and more lands are
being made available for cultivation. It
‘seems rather strange that the rice economy
is reported to be so bad, and yet wherever
one can find anything liize 100 acres of rice
land they are being taken up very quickly
indeed. I was one of those who felt that
the irrigation scheme on the Courantyne
Coast was likely to prove a failure, but it
is not so, and so far as I am aware every
acre of land that is available for cul-
tivation there has been taken up.

I am very grateful to the hon. Mover
of this motion for stating in his opening
‘remarks that this is not a political motion
and that it has no connection with the
forthcoming general elections. I have
accepted his word for it, and in doing so
I hope he will give me credit for speak-
ing so fully and frankly as I have done this
afternoon. If, however, there is any point
which I have not covered, I hope I will be
given the opportunity of doing so later.
Finally, I would like to advise that however
much value the hon. Mover of this motion
riay have placed on it, in view of all the
circumstances I have expiained this Coun-
cil should not accept it.

Mr. THOMPSON : I have listened
with patience to the beautiful word-picture
painted by the hon, Merber for Central
Demerara, but I can assure him that that
picture is not as roseate as he makes it, I
can take him now to parts of the country
where he will find faces carry’ng the great-
est gloom because of their sad lot in the
rice industry. I go around ihe districts—and
I can assure you, Sir, thaat I go around and
cover a lot more ground than the hon.
Member for Central Demerara-—and I have
had the opportunity of seeing fromn the
inception what has happetied. I know that
there is one hon. Member of this Council
who is worthy of bouquefs for what he has
done for the rice indusuvy, He may he
too modest to accept them and I am not
going to embarrass him by calling his
name, but he has done his very best to pul
the rice industry on a firm footing.
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I may say at the outset that some of
the people in my district have decided in
view of the difficult posifon in which they
have found themselves, to make store-
houses and keep their padi at home. They
have been suflering very much in order to
get food—they could not get supplies from
the Rice Marketing Board during recent
months and sometimes for two weeks the
shops are without any rice. I have seen
telegrams to Government making repre-
sentations on behalf of the people in this
matter, and it is peculiar that the Rice
Marketing Board has to sit and examine
the situation—a procedure which takes
s=cme time—Dbefore anything can be done.
I admit that there may e shortages once
in a while, but these things are happening
far too often. Then again, the worse
samples are passed down to the people
who send their rice im, and the others are
exported.

The situation is a grave one, and I am
not going to sit quietly and allow the
remarks made by the hon. Member for
Central Demerara to pass unchallenged. I
have actually told some of the growers to
store up their padi and to take two bags to
the Board and get one bag of rice to eat. If
the growers store up their padi and the
price goes down below what it is now, that
would be their dead. I am mostly con-
cerned with the padi growers because they
are the ones who are suilering, and I am
sure, Sir, that the price they are being
paid for padi does not cover the cost of
production. I will give an idea of the
situation from a list of expenditure which
has been supplied to me by a producer. He
has to pay $6 for ploughing an acre of
rice land, then he has to pay $3 for harrow-
ing, $1.25 for seed, levelling and shying—
80 cents, reaping—$8.50, transportation to
corial—$1, threshing—#$2.75, transporta-
tion to mill—$3; and bagzs—$4.80, making
a total of $31.10. He would get approxim-
ately 15 bags of padi to the acre and when
these are sold at $2.50 per bag the total
returns would be $37.50.

It should be noted that there is nothing
included in the expenditure for Iland
rent, or for the grower’s own labour, and
I leave it to hon. Members to say whether
this is a profitable industry so far as the
grower is concerned. I am told he gets
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bags free from the miller, but he will
have to take them back in such a case.
Even if he gets the bags from the Rice
Marketing Board, he has to sign two papers
which demand immediate payment
from h'm in case of loss otherwise the cost
will bhe taken out in instalments
On the figures I have given, Sir,
it is not easy to see where this
great profit is coming from for the pro-
ducers in this industry. Within an area
of several miles on the West Coas't_. Berbice,
and also on the Courantyne, the industry is
in a very bad state, and there is a very hard
time ahead for the producer. ‘One man
has planted some 200 actes of land—he has
sown 30 bags of seeds—but will not get
a single acre of rice bhccause he cannot
get water. Where then are these great
prospects and the rosy picture that have
been put before the Council this
afternoon ?

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : If the hon.
Member does not inind it he should mention
where no crop would be get on the Cour-
antyne.

Mr. THOMPSON : If you go to the
Bloomfield-Letter Kenny area you would
find those conditions, or if you get on to
the Secretary of the Rice Association there
he would tell you all about it. ¥You know
fully well what is the condition around
Lichfield. ¥What I am sdying is authori-
tative. T am glad for the stabilizing of the
industry. I do agree with it. but do not put
it out that the lot of the farmer is fine
whereas it is not. Let Government know
the true picture. In the Hopetown Dis-
triet you will get a very gosd crop, at Foulis
a good crop, at Cotton Tree a poor crqp,
at No, 11 a poor crop and so on. Those
places have been examined and we knew
the conditions thoroughly.

I say the price of padi should be in-
creased. I do not think padi should be
sold at less than $3.00 a bag, because on
the figures I have given it is quite impos-
sible for a man to clear his way on the
present rate at which padi is being sold.
I will do anything certainly to assist the
industry further. When padi was selling
at 3/- per bag, what was the cost of pro-
duction and the cost of iiving ? It was
cheaper commensurately. You cannot
take what existed sixteen or twenty years
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ago to deal with present conditions. Then
the prices were agreeably less, but the poor
farmer could have paid his way. Let them
have a decent living. L&t them feel en-
couraged from the results they get, so that
they can go hack to the farm with con-
tentment. In most of the villages on the
Weest Coast Berbice the farmers have noé
to rent lands from the estates. They are
owners; most of them have their own
houses and have obligations in the payment
of drainage and other rates to meet. If
all these things are taken into considera-
tion and that after they have planted the
lands they-cannot get an appreciable turn-
over to keep them in a decent state of liv-
ing, you must agree they will not continue
with the industry. I am prepared to en-
courage the industry to the best of my
ability, but at the same time I say let the
farmers obtain a decent living from the
industry,

Mr, C. V. WIGHT : Now that the hon.
Member has spoken I beg leave to move
an amendment to the motion. That
amendment is along the same lines the hon.
Member has in mind. I had drafted it this
morning. The amendment reads as fol-
lows, with your permissicn :—

“Whereas the cost of living index has
risen from point 161 to 182 from De-
cember, 1946, and at which point it has
taken a steady stand to this date;
“And whereas the cost of Iabour has
risen considerably in the Rice Indus-
try;

“Be it resolved that this Honourable
Council strongly recommends that the
Rice Marketing Board increases the
price of padi of all grades to be paid
to padi growers by fitty cents per bag,
to take effect from 1st October, 194%7.”

That, I think is in accordance with the
speech I made and, therefore, I am not

going to reiterate what I said and that is,
I level a charge against the Mover of the
motion that the motion 2s worded is only
in the interest of the miiler or purchaser
of padi. The amendment which I move
is in accordance with thz speech made by
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Thomp-
son. It will take into consideration the
interest of the padi grower. I beg leave to
lay this amendment over and, I hope, the
hon, Member who has taken his seat or
some other Member will second it .
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Mr. THOMPSON : I beg to second
that.

Mr. FARNUM : Your Excellency, I

cannot say that I know very much about
the rice industry, but I have observed that
the rice grower, as the hon. Member for
Western Essequibo (Mr. C. V. Wight), has
said, is the economnic slave of the 1iniller,
and he does require a lot uf protection. It
has keen brought to my notice, Sir, that the
rice grower takes his pzdi to the miller.
He contends that his padi is of a very
high standard because the Agricultural De-
partment has been distributing pure line
seed padi for many years. The miller tells
him that his padi is of a very poor quality,
and the grower insists that the quality is
good and refuses to accept the minimum
price offered by the miller. He then asks
that his padi be milled and returns a few
days after for his rice to find that it would
have been better if he had accepted the low
price offered for his padi than to obtain
the rice given him, as the rice is of a

very poor quality. Thez result is, the
grower takes any price the miller
offers for his padi the next time

rather than to have it milled. He is en-
tirely at the mercy of the miller. To my
mind the grower is in need of protection,
.ecause there is no one to whom he can
refer when a price is offered him by the
miller, I think it would be a very good thing
if Government ask the Rice Markeiing
Board to consider the appointment of some
cfficer attached to the Agricultural De-
partment in the villages fo whom the rice
grower can refer as a referee. The rice
grower is the person who requires protec-
tion, and I have great pleasure in support-
ing the amendment moved by the hon.
Member for Western Essequibo, because I
think the rice grower 1s the person who
wants protection.

Mr. de AGUIAR: As regards that
statement may I be permitted to make one
observation ? The main difficulty in ac-
cepting an amendment of that kind is this:
it is exceedingly difficult to grade padi.
Padi, as everybody knows, is rice in the husk,
and it is exceedingly difficult to grade padi
as such and not padi as rice. The answer,
of course, is a Central Mill, and, Sir, with
the experience we are now gamnng at
Mahaicony I have no doubt that in time we
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will get that. But the iminediate difficulty
in accepting the suggestion of the hon.
Member for Western Essequibo is the fact
that you cannot grade padi. In other
words, there is nobody, whether he is a high
technical officer of Government or an ex-
pert, who can come in and say this grade
of padi should be bought at the minimum
price of $2.50 per bag or at a hisher rate.

Mr, C. V. WIGHT : To a point of or-
der! The hon. Member is not aware of
the fact that attempts are being made at
the present moment to grade padi at the
Central Factory at Anna Regina. Padi is
graded there into four classes, and if that
is not within the knowledge of the Chair-
man of the Rice Marketing Board, per-
haps, he would investigate that. That is
why I allow the words ‘“of all grades” to
pe in the amendment. It is on the in-
formation which I obtained that there is
grading or an attempt to grade at the Cen-
{ral Factory at Anna Regina, and if the hon,
Mezmber thinks it is not so he can elimi-
nate thcse grades and leave it at 50 cents
per bag.

Mr., de AGUIAR : I am aware of the
system to which the hon. Member refers.
At Anna Regina they buy padi on what
they call A, B, C grades, but in truth and
in fact it is not grading. It is a question
of whether the padi as received is properly
dried and winnowed. If it is not so dry
and clean, then it falls into the second
category. When I refer to pad: grading,
I mean one sainple of padi with 100 per
cent. accuracy that it will turn out a
super grade of rice, becauce there is a num-
ber of things to be taken into consideration.
I will mention a simple one—faulty milling
will convert what is a lovely sample of
padi, which in all probability will turn out
2 super grade rice, into a No. 1, or No. 2,
or possihly a No. 3 grade rice. As I said,
1 am familiar with that system. The an-
swer is a question of central mills, and I
am looking forward and hoping that will
be very soon after this experience at
Mahaicony. I may urge Government later
cn to consider seriously the cuestion of
putting up central mills about the Colony.
We can probably do with three or four
more. That is of course a tall order.

What I would like to explain Is this :
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The price of padi, $2.50 minimum, is based
on a reasonable average price of rice after
allowing for milling charges, etc., but we
know as a fact that where there is com-
petition among the millers a higher price
than $2.50 is offered. I may take this
opportunity to state that the Board's price
is put to remedy the complaint to which
the hon. Member referred. The Board
keeps a very vigilant eye on the situation,
and in districts where it {s found that any
landlord or miller is taking an undue ad-
vantage of the grower in so far as the
price is concerned the Board steps in and
makes itself the buyer. Hon. Members
will undoubtedly agree that is not the
proper function of the Board. It should
encourage private enterprise, but such steps
are only taken when the Board is satisfled
that an undue advantage is being taken
of the grower.

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr,
Tnompson, will remember what happened
in the Autumn crop of 1946 when, as the
result of certain reports reaching the Board
of what was going on in a certain district,
the Board immediately sent a man into
that district to try and puichase the growers’
padi. After remairling there for about
eight weeks or some period the quantity
purchased was negligibfe. I understood
afterwards there were certain difficulties
—empty bags, transport—which the Board
did not envisage. Those are difficulties
which the Board may bz able to overconie
if the necessity arises for the Board to do
c0 again. We had a similar experience
at the end of the Autumn crop in Esse-
quibo, I may remind the hon, Mcmber.
Again' the Board stepped in there and the
result was grand. The nillers there had
forced the minimum price down to $2.10.
As a matter of fact I was told it went
down to $2.00.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I happen to know
that while the price is $2.80 and probably
more than $3.00, there is going to bhe an
attempt by the landlord-miller to reducz
that below $2.40,

Mr. de AGUIAR : That will be illegal,
and I can assure the hon. Member that if
such a thing takes plac: the Board will
take very drastic measures against the
miller concerned. I can promise the hon.
Member that if any miller abttempts to
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purchase padi below thé minimum »rice
and there is sufficient c¢vidence to prove
that, the Board would take immediate and
drastic steps against that miller. That is
an assurance I would like to give hon.
Members of Council without any regard
to who the person may be. In Esse-
quibo they did in fact succeed in bringing
the price down to $2.10, and the Board
immediately took the same steps as it did
on the West Coast Berbice, and auto-
matically within three days the price went
back to the normal figure of $2.40. I want
to tell the hon. Member this: The time
is not yet ripe, as I do not think the Esse-
quibo crop will be in for the next fortnight.
But the position is being carefully watched
and even the minimum price of padi in Esse-
quibo will not stand, as the Board will
enter and pay a price that is reasonable
because in Essequibo, as I have said before,
the quality of padi has been fairly well
maintained. It is true that it has gone
back a little bit in threshing methods, but
still it is producing a fairly satisfactory
quality of rice. I do not think the Board
would be running any risk if it enters
there and pays more than the minimum
price. If the millers there attempt to
carry out the same thig they did last
year, the Board would immediately step
in and take steps. In those circumstances
I would suggest to the hon. Member for
Western Essequibo to allow the original
motion to stand on its merit.

Mr. THOMPSON : 1 do not under-
stand why the hon. Member is opposed
to this amendment. What the millers do
is this : The people take their padi to the
mill and dump it there as the millers can-
not weigh on delivery c¢f the padi, and
when they do weigh therc are several bags
short in weight. Sometimes they weigh
the padi without the producers being pres-
ent, and they have to accept what is given,
There can be no difficulty in getting in
dry clean padi. As reguards the case the
hon. Member referred to on the West Coast
Berbice, I may state it was not the fault
of the people that the officer of the Board
could not get padi. It was due to how
it was arranged. He just sat at one factory
and expected the people to find him out.
He got about 500 bags of padi.

Mr., JACOB: I think I can speank
on the amendment. I rise to support the
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I know that the crop on the Couran-
tyne Coast was threatened with a short-
age of water, especially the area men-
tioned by the hon. Nominated Member, but
I think that if he had keen in close touch
with that area he would have known that
it was being supplied with water by Pln.
Port Mourant. That area would have had
water two weeks earlier, but the growers
would not take the advice of the Manager
of that estate. However, they have
adopted his suggestion and are now get-
ting a supply of water from the estate.

There is nothing to prevent a grower
from getfting $3 per bag for his padi if
it can make a higher grade than
No. 2, and I feel sure that with
Government officers going around the dis-
tricts most of the growers will get more
than the minimum price of $2.50 per bag,
because I happen to know that the quality
of the padi being grown throughout the
Coleny has greatly improved. T was in-
formed in one district last week-end that
the growers are under the impression that
$2.50 per bag is the price fixed for any
quality of padi delivered to the mill. I
hope hon. Members, and particularly the
Press, will make it quite clear that $2.50
per bag is for the minimum grade of padi
produced by the grower, and for anything
above the minimum gracde they should get
a proportionate increase in price.

That, I think, is all I have to con-
tribute to this debate. The points raised
have been fully answered by the hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara (Mr, de Aguiar).
The hon, Member on my left (Mr. Jacob)
has suggested that different prices might
be fixed for different districts and, of
course, he placed Essequibo on top. The
hon. Member has been out of the rice in-
dustry for a fairly long time, and I wish to
inform him—and I suppose he would be
pleased to learn—that Super rice is being
produced in every districi today. There-
fore it is not a question of fixing one price
for Essequibo, another for Berbice,
and another for Diemerara. It is not
an easy matter to fix prices for different
districts as suggested. %

With regard to the suggestion made by
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr, Farnum,
that an, officer or an organization should
be set up to settle disputes between grow-
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ers and millers as regards the grade of padi
and to fix the price according to the grade,
I think he will appreciate that it is a mat-
ter of detail for negotiation between the
parties concerned.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
think I should say a few words from the
Government’s point of view. This is, I
think, your first experience, Sir, of a debate
on rice which has always been what we call
a full-dress affair, and this particular de-
bate has been no excepticn to the rule. It
has always generated a certain amount of
heat and frayed tempers among Members.
What is unusual about this debate is that
it has taken place under the shadow of
the forthcoming elections. Nevertheless,
I have always given full eredit to the hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Edun, for extreme
sincerity of motive in all he has done in
this Council, and I think on this occasion
he has the interests of the rice producers in
mind when he seeks to bring this motion
before the Council.

The hon. Member for Central Dem-
erara (Mr. deAguiar), who is now the
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Board, has
made what I consider to be a very states-
manlike speech, and if he were present I
would have liked to offer him publicly my
congratulations on it. He has given a full
and complete explanation which, I think,
should be accepted by this Council, but I
want to confirm an important point which
he made in connection with this contract,
or the series of contracts, which is really
the subject of this motion. The hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara referred to the
fact that before the Rice Marketing Ord-
inance was placed before this Council
several meetings were held between repre-
sentatives of the industry, the Board, and
the Government, I was present myself
at practically all the meetings, and in most
cases I was Chairman of the meeting, I
have been looking at my notes of those
meetings, and I find that in September,
1945, I reported to the Governor on a meet-
ing that had just been held, and these
were the words I included in that report :

“At the outset Mr. Gajraj and
certain others stated that they were
prepared to listen to my explanation
of the Bill. They also wanted to have
some firm statement as to guaranteed
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prices for the future, as they claimed
that the Committee’s concurrence in
the decision to introduce legislation
to continue the Rice Marekting Board
under a new constitution was condi-
tional on the obtaining of such guar-
anteed prices.”

Throughout those meetings the em-
Phasis was on the great desire of those
Who were then representing the industry,
the Government, and the Board to do what
they could to obtain some guarantee of
future prices from the export markets.
I could not at the time give an undertaking
On pehalf of the Government that such
8uaranteed prices could be obtained. As
the hon, Member for Central Demerara said,
we foresaw immense difficulties in obtain-
ing such guarantees, but what we did see
was that as soon as thé new Board was
constituted their first duty would be to
tackle that particular problem to see what
could be done to obtain guaranteed prices
from our West Indian markets, and very
Sh'ol‘tly after the Board was formed (I was
Still a8 member although not the Chairman)
they started to tackle that particular prob-
lem. The difficulties were immense. What
ON€ has to remember is that in making
Contracts of that nature we have to make
them with some authoritative body capable
of Making a contract for a long period.
Consequently the contracts had to e made
either with the Governments of the West
Indian Islands themselves, or with some
bf"_iy acting with Government responsi-
bll_lty and authority. That was the first
Primayy difficulty. We could not make
long-term contracts with merchants.

_ 4As the hon. Member has said, he and
his Colleagues went to those Islands and
Succeeded—Ilet me say beyond our wildest
€XbPectations—in Securing an extremely
800d contract, because the Board has the
Tight to supply our West Indian markets
Tor flve years with their minimum require-
l'n_ent,s, with an undertaking that they
Wil Supply such other quantities beyond
at inimum as the West Indian markets
Want, and at the expirationn of five years
-he ‘Contract can he rerewed, but with
N Teview of the prices. What is even
ettexr is that they did not secure the prices
o f’n DPrevailing, but an increase of those
v?‘?es‘ When they came back from those
IsibS I can confirm that they were wel-
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comed with open arms and congratulated
on what they had done. Doesn’t it look
rather curious that now that the world
has suddenly got itself into this appalling
state with food shortagrs we should now
wish to re-open those contracts merely on
the ground that we should get higher prices
in these straitened circumstances? I
did not gather from the speech of the hon.
Mr. Edun that that is the ground on which
we should do it, but I certainly infer from
the other speeches that the suggestion is
that we should force onr markets to pay
more. That would be most unfair and
inequitable, and furthermore, I do.not think
it could be done. We have made a con-
tract, and unless serious circumstances
arise which can give the Board some reas-
onable excuse for going back on it, it will
be outside the bounds of possibility for them
to re-open the matter now.

What has surprised me more than any-
thing else in this debate is that it has
taken place at all. The fact of the matter
is, that prior fo the passing of the 1946
Rice Marketing Ordinance, the Board was
a creature of the Government. I was con-
stituted under the Defence Regulations.
Let me be the first to admit that when it
was started it was a bureaucracy pure and
simple, composed of meinbers appointed
by the Governor who had no interest in
the rice industry. As a matter of fact that
was the criterion for their appointment—
that they should be independent people.
That lasted throughout the veriod of the
war. Latterly, a more democratic form
was instituted; members were appointed
who were interested in rice, and then came
the time when Government gave effect to
its promise that a Board will be con-
stituted on a democratic basis—a body that
will look after itself and make its own
arrangements without direct and complete
guidance from Government.

In the debates which took place during
the war recommendations were made that
Government should do this and that, and
I can understand that Members felt they
had the right to make such recommenda-
tions. Like the hon. Member for Central
Demerara, I am not denying that this
Council has the right to discuss this very
important industry, but what I am suggest-
ing is that this Council having enacted a
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law which created a democratic body on
which the industry itself is represented
by eight members, I think, it is going a
little too far when this Council seeks to
almost direct what the Board, which is
really representative of the industry, should
do. Under the law the Board has full
power to make contraclts in the export
markets; it is not a matter for Govern-
ment or the Governor to direct. Of course
this particular contract did have the full
examination, and concurrence of the Gov-
ernment, but inherently it was a matter
for the Rice Marketing Board to deal with,
and they did it openly and, I think, they
stand by it. I do suggest that it is almost
an attack on the democratic constitution
of the Board for this Council to make this
recommendation which the motion and the
amendment seek to do.

As regards the first part of the motion,
which recommends an increase in the price
of rice, I want it to be qu:te clear to Mem-
bers that if the price which is being paid
to producers of rice is increased there is
absolutely no alternative but also to in-
crease the domestic price of rice. The con-
sumer would be bound to pay more for
rice. There is no possibility of our increas-
ing the price of rice in tne export market
and distributing that increase among the
producers without at the same time in-
creas’ng the price to the local consumer.
Hon. Members know that quite recently the
price has been put up by half a cent both
to the producer and to iihe local consumer.
Those two things took place concurrently.
If, therefore, there is to be any increase
to the producer it would follow automati-
cally that there must be an increase to
the consumer. I hope I am answering the
hon, Member for Georgeltown South, be-
cause his curry and rice will cost him
more. I am not going to explain the tech-
nical reasons why that is so; I think the
hon. Member for Central Demerara ex-
plained it. I can explain it even further,
but Members can take it for granted that
that is so.

On the question of the suggesied
amendment of the price which the Board
is authorized by law to fix as the mini-
mum price, if that suggestion were acted
upon by the Board and the minimum price
were increased from $2.50 to $3 per bag
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of padi, it would upset the economy of the
industry unless the price of rice is also
increased.

Mr, C. V. WIGHT : Surely the hon.
the Colonial Treasurer is not saying that
the price of padi cannot be increased and
the profit made by miilers cannot be
reduced ? After all the fees charged for
milling, etc., are not coutrolled.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
say quite categorically tnat if you increase
the price of $2.50 per bag for padi, which
is related to the price which the Rice
Marketing Board pays to the producers
for rice, you would automatically have to
increase the price which is paid to the
producers for rice. And if you increase
the price paid to the producers for rice
you would also have to incrcase the domestic
price of rice to the consumer.

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of
explanation ! Suppose we produce another
10,000 tons of rice and seil it in the export
market at double the present price, we will
nct compensate for any loss that may be
suffered by not increasing the price of rice
to lthe local consumer ? In other words,
will not the increased export value com-
pensate for any loss suffered by not raising
the price to the local consumer ?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That
is perfectly true, but I am not going into
the technical reasons. I thought the hon.
Member had understood the position. If
we sold another 10,000 tons in the export
market we would get more money, but how
could we pass it over to the producer un-
less we increased his price, and the moment
we increase his price we must increase the
price of rice to the consumer. The point
has been well explained by the hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara—that we will
simply be buying back what we have sold.
We have thought of the subject for years
and we know that that is so.

There was one otherv point raised in
the debate on which I would like to touch.
I think it has been suggested that in some
way or other an increase in the price of
rice will stimulate production immensely,
and that the fact that the price is where
it is now is one of the factors which is
keeping the industry back I am sorry I
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cannol possibly accept that. The factors
which are required to increase production
today are not increased prices but more
land—more drained and irrvigated land—
or improvements to land which is already
in use; maore labour, or in the alternative
mechanization. ‘We have almost reached
saturation point in this industry, and that
is why Government 1is paying so much
attention to mechanization. Without
more land and mechanization we cannci
get much further even with double the
price today. That is, I tirink, the accepted
.view by those who ought to know.

I am sorry to hear my friend, the homn.
Nominated Member, Mr. 'Thompson, paint
such a gloomy and terrihle picture of the
unfortunate producer of padi. Listening
to his figures T can only come to the con-
clusion that if they are correct then every
procducer of padi is doing so at a loss. In
other words, he must be giving his services
completely for nothing. The hon. Mem-
ber must realize from the general situa-
tion of the industry thai that is not so.
If it were so no padi would be produced,
or there would be very little produced,
except what the produeer wants for his
own consumption. The people are eager
to produce more,

I do not want to take up the time
of the Council any more, but I must say
that Government cannot accept either the
motion or the amendment. Of course, I
must point out that even if the motion or
the amendment were passed it would
merely mean that it would have to go as
a recommendation to the Rice Marketing
Board which is the constitutional body to
fix prices. It is not a matter in which,
if this Council decides to make a recom-
mendation, it would automatically he given
effect to. Naturally, where a law is passed
giving the Board statutory authority to
decide such matters, that is the body to
do it. This Council’s recommendation is
therefore only a recommendation.

Lastly, I just want to say a word
regarding the Rice Producers Association.
~When the Bill for the establishment of
that Association was before this Council
the hon, Nominated Member, Mr. Edun,
was very much concernesd about it., He
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thought we were moving in the wrong
direction; that we had begun in the wrong
way. Well, I am disappointed myself that
further progress has not peen made. What
has happened is that a Central Council
has been appointed by Government — a
nominated body — and that body has
divided the Colony up into districts, as
the law provides. In consequence of that
Act we have constituted these districts into
ceparate district associations, and com-
ittees cf these associations have been
appointed by. nomination. The present
position is that Regulations are now heing
drafted to enable elections to be held in
each district so that properly elected com-
m-ttees can take the place of the nomi-
nated committees, and after that a new
Cguncil on an elected hbasis will be
formed. I do hope that further progress
will be made in that matter because it
is necessary that we shouid have a demo-
cratic body working hand in hand with
the Rice Marketing Board, from which
lody members of the Board will be drawn,
The PRESIDENT : The hon. Mover
will now reply.

Mr. EDUN : Sik, the speeches-
dellvered by various Members have dis-
closed certain aspects of the administra~
tion of the Rice Markeling Board and
what the Board is doing in order to make
distribution adequate. Although I took the
gpportunity to listen to all the arguments
adduced up to the present, I have not
been convinced by anyone that the cost of
production of rice is lower than men-
tioned, or that it is possible to produce
it at the price being offered by the Board.
That aspect of the motion was very defi-
nitely ignored by the Chairman of the
Rice Marketing Board—the hon. Member
for Central Demerara—aid for what reason
I do not know. He simply glossed over
it and complacently said : “I know that
the cost of labour ‘has risen too.”
I repeat that the hon. Member just
simiply glossed over that important and
fundamental aspect of the whole issue, and
I was certainly disappointed when the hon.
the Colonial Treasurer said he did not
Lelieve there would be greater producti:on'
of rice if the price is increased. That is
such a fallacy that I cannot believe
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myself to be listening to it from the hon.
the Cclonial Treasurer, hecause I have in
my hand here a booklet entitled “Final
Act of the United Natious Conference on
Food and Agriculture,” and Act XV —
“Long-Term Production Polizy”’—states:—

“3. It is recognized that in order to
secure this result producers should

receive a fair return for their pro-
ducts.”
That is an edict from the United

Nations Conference, if I may call it so,
and these Acts were accepted by the Carib-
bean Labour Conference. I think the hon,
the Colonial Treasurer himself was a party
to the acceptance of those provisions at
the Conference. No so long ago, in this
very Council Chamber, he pleaded the case
of the Civil Servants with great zest and
fervour—enough to convirice all of us that
the Civil Servants needed assistance—but
I do not find the same zest in him this
afternoon for the producers of rice in this
country-—those who are feeding all of us.
Here is a spokesman of this Government
putting forward the argiument that it pays
to produce rice at the present time. I
had expected the hon. Nominated Member,
Mr. Raatgeycr, to say something on this
question of the rising cost of living, but
everybody in this Council—every hon.
Member—has glossed over it. Why ? Ihave
also received ovposition from the Chairman
of the Rice Marketing Board, and have
also received opposition from the hon.
Member for Western Essequibo—a man
who should have initiated this mouion but
who has definitely opposed it.

Mr., C. V. WIGHT : To a point of
order ! I would like Lo know on what
.ground the hon. Membher can say that I
hnve opposed his motior. I opposed the
motion as regards an increase in the priee
of rice; I want an increase in the price
of padi but I do not see how the price
cf padi can be increased without increas-
ing the price of rice. ™

Mr. EDUN : It is ot in my nature
to interrupt hon. Members when they are
nddressing this Council and, I think, hon.
Members should sit in their seats and not
interrupt others. They should learn pro-
cedure because there Is always this ten-
dency to rise and interruvpt. I dc not in-
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terrupt anyone at all; I sit in my chair
and listen to all that is being said. I say
again that I am disappointed in Govern-
ment—in the spokesmen of Government.
If anyone tells me that the rice producers
are making money and that they can do
that in the face of the present cost of
living, I would say “Certainly not,” Since
Government has accepted the principle
that the cost of living iias risen, it raust
accept the statement that the rise has
ceriously affectedy the rice producers in
this Colony.

What I cannot understand also is this
question of the contract for the suppiy
of rice to certain islands of the West In-
cdies. The hon. the Colon:al Treasurer ob-
jected to my interpretation when I said
that it is nothing more than a millstone
hanging around the necks of the producers
in this Colony. Am I to understand that
such a contract excludes equity and that
negoiiations can be opened only if grave
circumstances arise ? That is what the
spokesmen of this Government want me
to accept. No @rave circumstances had
arisen when several hundred thousand
dollars of this Colony’s money were given
to Civil Servants ~— when the Colonial
‘Treasurer was their spokesman—but in
this case no such circumstances have
arisen and the rice producers must continue
to produce rice and sell, perhaps, at the
whims and caprices of the Rice Marketing
Board.

That is the law which, perhaps, even
the supreme authority cf the land cannot
examine, but that kind of thing is re-
actionary to my mind. I feel that by
glossing over this question of the cost of
living and the cost of labour in producing
rice the Chairman of the Rice Marketing
Board did a service to the Board. I lis-
tened carefully to what I would call a
rambling history of rice production and
the functioning of the Rice Marketing
Board for the last few years. I think,
however, that I know all the history of the
Board from its inception to the present
time. The hon. Member who is the Chair-
man of the Board thinks that because
he and others made a contract which is
binding on the Board the rice producers
have absolutely no right to question that
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contract. Where is the democracy in the
whole set-up ?

When I see in the Oxrdinance that the
Governor in Council has the right to fix
the price of rice, then I suspect that the
whole set~up of this Rice Marketing Board
is to keep down the industry in order to
serve some other interests, and whatever
those interests are it is = matter for Mem-
bers to find out. It is not accidental, Sir,
that certain Members like the Chairman
of the Rice Marketing Foard and others
do not want the rice producer to get a
better price. Here we have it that the
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Thompson,
has given figures apart from those I quoted
on the cost of rice production and the cost
of labour, He told this Council in no un-
certain terms that it does not pay to pro-
duce rice at the present price, and I should
like to know why there is this lack of
willingness on the part of certain people
to examine the cost of living. We heard
the hon. Member for North Western Dis-
trict speaking this morning about the with-
drawal of subsidization from certain items
of food and what the result will be, but
perhaps Government is not thinking at all
about this spiral of inflation that is going
up. It might have-to do so very soon,
however.

I warned Governmeni when the plea
was being made by the hon. the Colonial
Treasurer for the Civil Servants that the
same flgures he was using will be used
by the producers, but now Government is
trying to refute those figures.
ciple is one based on democracy, however,
and we cannot reject it. This Council has
a right to say what Government should do
in a matter cf policy, and I donot see why
Government should get certain Members
to try and twist thaf policy. What I am
acking for is that negotiations be opened
with the purchasers of rice outside of this
Colony on a basis which will result in
an increased price of 2 cents per pound
more. I am also asking that 1l cents
of that increase be given to the rice pro-
ducers, and I do not see why the consumers
in this Colony shculd bear that increase,
because if rice is being sold at a higher
price abroad every effort should he made
to get the best price,

The prin-
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I have not suggested that we should
scrap the contract made with the West
Indian Islands, but I say there is evidence
to prove that grave circumstances have
arisen and therefore steps should be taken
to review it, If anyone savs that the cir-
cumstances are not grave, then that state~
ment cannot be based on the cost of
living in this Colony. I think Your Ex-
cellency and hon. Members would remem-
ber that in the case of sugar the situation
was re-examined, although contracts had
been made with the British Government
for a certain fixed price. Those contracts
were varied year by year because of cer-
tain grave circumstances. Is this Govern-
ment trying to say that nothing can be
done in the case of this rice contract ?

"The COLONIAL TREASURER: I do
not want to interrupt, but I desire to say
that the sugar producers would like fo
get a long-term contract for five years in-
stead of an increased price.

Mr. JACOB: Nonsense — absolute
nonsense !
Mr. EDUN : I know that the sugar

producers have had their contract reviewed,
but in the case of rice the contract has
Leen put down in the archives and nothing
is to be said about it. If that is to be
the attitude of the Rice Marketing Board,
then I would ask every producer of rice
not to co-gperate with ithe Board, and it
would be a sorry day if they did not co-
cperate because many people would starve.

The hon. Member for Western Esse-
quikbo has suggested an amendment to this
motion and I am willing to accept it, but
we have these excuses—admissions of
defeatilsm—on the part of Government.
This suggestion that people will buy rice
from the Rice Markating Board and then
sell it back to them is absolute nonsense.
It has been stated here this afternoon that
there are shortages in certain districts, and
I consider that to be due to nothing bhut
maladministraticn on the part of the Board,
because we have given a monopoly to the
Board to sell and distribute rice wherever
it likes. The hon. Member for Western
Berbice exploded the whole myth when
he said that the Board did not make ade-
quate provision for local consumption. _If
that is not evidence of incompetence then
what is ?
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I helieve that the Board can do good
work, but if it hinges itself on to the cost
of living index and =says that the price of
rice should be a prerogative of the Gover-
nor in Council, then it would be making
a retrograde step to my mind. The hon.
Member for Central Demerara states that
a man who has $1,000 would be willing to
pay it for a bag of rice if he is starving,
but if he is exploited it would be a crime
of inhumanity. I agree: but isn’t it in-
humanity also for rice grewers to be work-
ing in the mud all these years without
being able to get proper returns for their
labour ?

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : I must admit
that I do not follow the contention of the
hon, Member, but I understand him to say
that no provision was made for local con-
sumption. He attributed that remark to
me, but what I said was that provision
was not made for this increased local con-
sumption.

Mr., EDUN : What the hon. Member
actually said was that ‘“‘adequate provision
was not made for local consumption.”

Mr. PEFR BACCHUS : No, Sir!

Mr., EDUN : In Essequibo, Demerara
and Berbkice there is a universal cry for
.more rice for local consumption. We also
heard the hon. Nominated Memher, Mr.
Thompson, telling us about the bad quality
of rice being consumed in his district. It
is well known that although we produce
the best kind of rice sold outside we eat
the worst kind here, and that is why I have
said there must Le planning on the part
of the Board. This Council has the right
to ask Government to re-examine the
planning and the general programme of
the Board and rectify all these things. I
want some humane concideration for all
these pecsple who are producing rice but
are not gett'ng svfficient money to make
two ends meet. That is why they are al-
ways in debt except, perhaps, in one or
two districts.

Eome neople say these rice producers
-are always happy, but I would like to take
them around to see conditions in some
of the districts. I would ask Government
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to take the estimate given of the cost of
producing rice and see whether my con-
tention is not right—that the present price
is too low and that unless there is an in-
centive to the growers production will go
down. I have seen a definite tendency to
increase the production of sugar rather
than increase the production of rice, Rice is
a staple food and I do not see why there
should not be more production. It is for
such purposes that Government adopted
a. policy of planned economy, but I do not
know whether it has been abandoned. The
spokesmen of Government have not given
us any indication of it today.

I do want to examiue closely one or
two statements made by certain hon, Meni-
bers in order to give this Council an idea
of what is passing thrcugh my mind. We
heard very much from the hon, Member
for Western Essequibo arct the whole tenor
of his speech showed ttat he was suffer-
‘ng from a kind of complex. While
this Council may nof know any-
thing about millers, if he says that the
pad® growers will nct benefit from a
motion like this, then I would say that he
has not tried to understand it. ‘The hon.
Member for Western Essequibo is also part-
proprietor of a rice estate from which I
have also had several complaints about
iniquities happening there and —

Mr. C. V, WIGHT : Acain I do not
like to interfere with Lhe hon. Member,
but he does not take the trouble to find
out things properly before he cocmes here
and makes statements about them. I
would like to point out that I am not part
proprietor of any estate; I happen to be
trustee and guardian for two young East
Indian children. That is all.

Mr. EDUN : That is why the hon.
Member should not do anything to inter-
fere with the cost of padi being increased.

The PRESIDENT : T think the hon.

Member should go on.

My, EDUN: It is now 5 o’cleck. Sir.

and I want to go on for some time yet.

The PRESIDENT: Council will there-
fore adjourn until Thursday, October 23.
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