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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Tuesday, 13th Ma1'c.h, 1945� 

The Council met at 2 p.m. His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon 
Lethem, K.C.M.G., President, in the 
Chair. 

PRESENT. 

The President: His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Gordon James Lethem, 
K.C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, 
Mr. E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C. 

The Hon. the Colonial TrP-asurer, 
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E., 
K.C. (New Amsterdam).

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E., 
(Geor-getown North). 

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, K.C., 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (W �stern 
Essequibo). 

The Hon. J. I. deAguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomi­
nated). 

The Ho,.1. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E. 
(Nominated), 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.K 
( Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E 
( Georgetown South). 

The Hon. J. B. Singh, 0.B.E. 
(Demerara - Essequibo). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C. 
(Eastern Demerara). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North 
Western District) 

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara 
River). 

The Hon. T. Lee 
River). 

(Essequibo 

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nomi­
nated). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated). 

The Hon. A. A. Thorne (Nomi­
nated). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on 2nd March, 1945, as 
printed and circulated, were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT8 

C.N.S. SUBSIDY

The PRESIDENT: I have three 
· minor announcements to make. The
first is that the subsidy to the
Canadian National Steamships Service,
in respect of which you have not been
getting the full benefit in recent years,
will be r,educed this year, 1945i to £850
in&tead of £8,500.
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VERGENOEGEN LAND SETTLEMENT 

SCHEME 

The second announcement is in 
connection with the despatch touching 
land settlement in the Vergenoegen 
area which, I think, Members have 
seen. I have received a telegram today 
from the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in the West Indies saying 
that he has supported it vis a vis the 
Seoretary of State for the Colonies. 

FRANCHISE REFORM 

My third announcement is, I have 
received the report of the Committee 
of Members of this Council on the 
steps to be taken touching the Fran­
chise, of which the hon. the Fourth 
Nominated Member · was Chairman. 
�hat report is now in the posession of 
the Government and will be consid �red 
in connection with that Bill which, I 
advised Members, is now in draft 3.nd 
which is exceedingly long and requires 
a good deal of work on it before we can 
bring it to the Council. Also the Secre­
tary of State desires to see it before 
the Council proceeds to pass it. 

PAPERS LAID. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY (Mr. 
Heape) laid on the table the following 
,reports and documents:-

Report of the Director of Medical Ser -
vices for the year 1943. 

Report of the Director of Colonial .Audit 
on the account of British Guiana for the 
year ended the 31st of December, 1942, 
together with the Governor's comments 
thereon. 

East Demerara Water Conservancy 
Board:- Report and Accounts for the 
year ended 31st December, 1944. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

UNIF'IED WE)ST INDIAN CURRECNY. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Mr. 
McDavid) gave notice of the following 
motion;-

That with reference to the Governo1·'s 
Message No. 22 of the 27th January, 1941, 
this Council approves in principle of the 
early establishment of a unified currency 
note issue for the British West Indies 
and British Guiana to replace the exist­
ing separate currency note issues of each 
Colony. Such· unified currency notes to 
be issued in denorr.inations expressed both 
in dollars and in the equivalent in sterling 
at the existing fixed value of four shil­
ings and two pence to the dollar. 

This Council further approves of th� 
unified currency note issu� being con­
trollecl by a joint local board constituted 
by representatives of the Colonies con­
cerned. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

BUSINESS OF THE COUNCIL 

The PRESIDENT: With regard 
to the Order of the Day I should say 
that I have summoned the. meeting on� 
day earlier than originally intended iu 
order to have the Controller of Supplies 
and P,rices present when we take the 
motion on Subsidisation. Therefore I 
propose to take that motion early. ,ve

will take first the short motions d�al­
ing with compassionate allowance and 
special pension and then procee(l to the 
motion on Subsidisation so that we can 
have the Controller of Supplies and 
Prices available, if necessary, as he is 
leaving the Colony tomorrow for 
Washington and Montreal in connection 
with supplies. I would, if necessary, 
proceed to sit this evening. I therefore 
call upon the hon. the Colonial Treas­
urer to move the first motion standing 
in his name. 

With the consent of the Conncit 

Item 2 on the Order Paper was -talr.en 

first. 

COMPASSIONATE ALLOWANCE TO 

MRS SORTON. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
beg to move the following motion 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper a& No. 2 (a) :-
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That, with reference to the Govern-0r's 
Message No. 24 dated 2nd January, 1945, 
this Couucil approves of the grant of a 
compassionate allowance at the rate of 

$10.40 a month with effect :from the 24th 
of April, 1944, inclusive to Mrs. L. E. 
S'orton, ex-Head Teacher of Dalgin Regu­
lation 95 School. 

The object of this motion is to 
secure the approval of this Council to 
the grant of a compassionate allowance 
to an old Head Teacher, Miss L. E. 
Sorton of Dalgin. This teacher has not 
got the nel'.essairy ten years continuous 
service in a fully-aided school which 
will entitle her to a statutory 
pension, but she has got 29 years' ser­
vice in Regulation 95 schools of which 
26 will count for pension. The remain� 
ing three years have not been served 
wholly. Government has al.ready come 
to a decision to approach this Council to 
allow the statutory pension to be p1aid to 
Teachers in Regulation 95 schools, but 
unfortunately it is not yet possible to 
prepare the necessary enabling legis­
lation. The Education Committee to 
whom this matte,r first went has advis­
ed that this teacher, on account of her 
satisfactory service, her age· and that 
she is not in good health, may be· grant­
ed a special compassionate gratuity 
equal to the amount of pension -she
would have got had the legislation to 
which I ref er.red been enacted. 

The amount of the allowance is very 
small-an allowance of $10.40 per 
month-and this motion seeks to get 
this Council to approve of that amount 
being paid to her as a compassionate 
gratuity. I accordingly move this motion . 
standing in my name. 

Mr. SEAFORD seconded. 

Motion put, and passed. 

SPECIAL PENSION TO MRS. MURIEL 

GIBBS. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1 
move the following motion:-

That, with reference to Governor·:; 
Message No. 27 dated 10th February, 1945, 
this Council approves of the �ant to Mrs. 
Muriel Gibbs, widow of Mr. ·E. Gibbs, 
deceased, late Ranger, Local Govern­
ment Department, of a special pension of 

$56.23 per annum to be paid from the 

4th of October, 1944, · inclusive, for her 
lifetime, or, if she marries, until the date 
of her remarriage, 

The circumstances of this motion 
are unfortunate. Mr. Gibbs was 
appointed a Ranger in the Local Gov­
ernment Department on the 1st J a:r:m­
ary, 1943, on the Fixed Establishment 
and, as a pensionable officer, he auto­
matically came within the pale of the 
Widows and Orphans Fund. Steps were

taken in March, 1943, to secure from 
him the cpntributions to that :F'und by 
deduction from his salary. Neverthd�si 
he did not and could not becom,e a 
registered contributor to the Fund until 
he had passed the necessa,ry medical 
examination. But from the nature of. 
his duties he could not be in Geo-rgQ­
town except at infrequent intervals and 
it was not· possible to arrange for his 
medical examination for some time. As 
it happened, the date was fixed for hia 
medical examination in October, 19114, 
but he -died as the ,result of a drowning 
accident just a few days before. 

Though contributions were regu­
larly paid by deductions from his salary, 
the Directors of that Fund are, however, 
unable to g,rant a pension from that 
Fund which should have . been nis 
widow's by right. Government, there-' 
fore, has thought it fit to come to this 
Council and ask it to approve of p, pen­
sion equal to that which the widow 
would have got from the Fund being 
granted from public funds. That pen­
sion will be payable during the lite­
time of the widow and will eease on 
her re-maririage. I think the circum­
stances are sufficient to justify sym­
pathetic consideratipn on th� part of 
this Council. The amount is $56.23 per 
annum, and I accordingly move the 
mQtion standing in my name. 
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Mr. SEAFORD seconded. 

Motion put, and passed. 

SUBSIDISATION MEASURES. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1 

move the following motion:-

That, with reference to Governor's 
Message No. 28 dated 21st February, 1945, 
this Council approves of the incurrence 
of expenditure on subsidisation meiasures 
during the year 1945 and of the provision 
on the Colonial Estimates of a sum o·f 
$1,000,000 ibwards this expenditure · m 
anticipation of the receipt of financial 
assistance from His Mla.jesty's Exchequer 
to cover the remainder of the cost. 

In accordance with our past pro­
cedure no provision has been· made in 
the Estimates for the year, 1945, by 
this Council for Subsidisation. We have 
given an undertaking each year in the 
past that this particular subject will be 
brought before the Council in the f.orm 
of a specific motion in order that the 
Council will have full opportunity to 
consider and discuss the question. Hon. 
Members will recollect that the 
arrangement which was made last year 
and approved by Resolution. No. 40 of 
the 14th,,March, 1944, was that subsidis­
ation measures will be continued in 
1944 with expenditure to a maximum of 
$3,000,000, on the under.standing that 
$1,000,000 of that sum will be borne 
by Colony Revenue and the balance by a 
free grant from His Majesty's Govern­
ment. I would like to say that His 
Majesty's Government has loyally kept· 
that undertaking and the Tre�sury was 
paid in advance $1,000,000 some tim� 
last year towards the grant. 

If hon. Members would turn to the 
back of Message No. 28 you would see 
a schedule setting out the cost of �nb­
sidisatioh measures in 1944. The total 
expenditure for the year was $1,969,5::Jl. 
As I have said, $1,000;000 has been 
borne by the Colony and $969,532 has 
been charged against the advance of 
$1,000,000 paid to us by His Majesty's 
Government. The small unexpended bal- · 

ance due to His Majesty's Government 
has been carried forward towards the 
current year. 

You, sir, have already announced 
to this Council that subsidisation mea .. 
sures will be continued during the cur-
rent year on substantially the same 
basis as last year, subject to certain 
modifications. Those modifications have 
already been made pubiic and are in ,, 
fact already in force. The modifications 
touch several important commodities. 
Those· commodities are flour, milk 
(both fresh and condensed), margar-
ine and two local p:roducts-cassava. 
and black-eye peas-which are not 
really · being dealt · with under the 
Subsidisation Account today. 

As regards milk which is the most 
important, what the Government has 
attempted to do is to switch subsidisa­
tion and consumption away f.rom the 
imported article to the local product 
which is now in. greater supply than 
formerly. The price of milk has been 
reduced from 8 cents to 6 cents. per 
pint with no effect on the producer, 
and as regards condenssd milk the 
price has be�n increased from 12 cents 
per tin to 18 cents per tin. As 
some Members know, there is a consid .. 
erable surplus of fresh milk coming 
into Georgetown which has not been

used to the fullest extent, and it .is 
· hoped that much greater use will be
made of our local product as the result
of this arrangement. At the time the
arrangement .was made there was a •
very great surplus indeed, but owing to
certain circumstances arising after­
wards that surplus has temporarily dis-

Jappeared. I have no doubt that con­
dition will arise again. Government is
meeting the loss on the sale of fresh
milk and, I may say, it is hoped that
before very long the milk trade will be
able to stand on its own feet with a 

1/ ,• 

proper price both to the consumer and
the producer.

As regards iflour, the position is 
very well known. Hon. Members know 



. thai . � .. a, ��cial e�eriency .measure 
. 1.ast ', yea:,: ·.the price. of. !lour. was subsk
. dised down to as low as .. 3 . cents per lb. 
That · 'fow price· produced undesirable 
res.ults. It _increased the local consump­
'tion Qf flo�r at the 0):Cpense of _OUr·OW�l 

\ • .local. pi;oducts, which. can reasonably be 
substituted therefor. So it is hoped that 

· thi� small increase which has. b�n
effec�· o:f half a eent per lb. wilt have

t . the tenden�y of reducing the cons ump,.
. tion of flour .and inueasing the con­
sumption : of ·J>ur own. locally produced
starchy foods.

... · I had mentioned cassava and black­
eye peas. I am not . going into any
details about that because-I said these
articles are not subsidised under the
general subsidisation . account� The loss,.

I On: the:' tr'ansactiOnS resulting' ·f,rolll
selling :, at a reasonably · 1ow. price while

· at the sam,e time giving the produc�r a
· guaranteed . price is borne directly by
· grants out · of the Colonial Develop:menU
gt�1;1� fo�. iood production.

. .. ln Schedule 2 at the back .of thi� 
·Me�sage is set out in detail th¢ expen:.
diture und�r each co�modity which Wf�
apticf pate wiU take place ·in 1945, aµd
the �otal • of that schedule is shown to
be $1,931,925, an a.mo1.mt just �lightly
;under the expenditure for 19.44, and . it
'is again intended .. that this Colony
should .. absorb $1,000,000 of that totfl.l
and that the balance of.$931,925 be met
fl"Om ·a gt-ant from. 'His Majesty's Gov-

• erilment.

· I have not touched on the general
1 policy·as· rega,rds Subsidisation, because
• I · do not· think · it is necessary to do so.

The whole· question has been debated 
on more than one occasion in this 
·Couneil 'and, I think, it is generally
realised' ,that the'. palicy of Subsidisation
must edntinue. WliitJ it is t,rue th.at we
shall have to limit its scope and its
ext�t·1as the w�r comes to. a close, yet

'-. } thi�k. tJiat l��C thi� year� as in. last t�ar
<'il ,sJss�ti�r t��t. we ��oul� cMtmue

,��,.�ic( �h 1ts ,�?ns1dera�le effect

,_on our .cost of living-. I .4o, not 1• think 
it ' 'is' 'n�e;ssary. for me,; to; .sa� .. ,ipo�e .
lf. . 'hon. Members wisli any. : details 
�n . tµe. subject I ' am . s1.1re j�e 
Controller of Supplies and Price�. :)s 
prepai:ed to give th.em �11 the n��ssazy 
information. ' I ''therefore m.ove,· .the 
�otion standing in my name as No. 2 
.Cc) on the. Order Paper. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: .In 
seconding the motion I would like . to 

• add that th� Controller of Supplies �nd
Prices has informed me tµat arrange­
ments have aJmo�t bee;n co�ple� ·to

� .supply condensed rni.lk in the Interior 

. at the old · price. There wm the ref ore
· be no· increase in the price there.
. (Voices: Hear! Hear! !)

· �fr. THORNE: I would like to say
something on the. subject. I quite 
appreciate the intention of �he Govem­
me11:t, and, I beliere, I am s�akill;g for 

. a large nuµiber of working people. In 
the case of milk, however, I would like 
to say that it is unfortunate that jusf at 
the �i me when the . change in the price\
of milk was made �onditions arose ·which 

.. Pi:�yen�� ,fresh milk.being ,available-at 
the. reduced rate and left the very ,r,oor 
people without cheapened milk, so. that 
'thos� for whom the slibs�is;ltion was
chiefly intendE!d did not •ti ,onee benefit 

·PY·it. Your Excellency,,J1. tin. of Mille-
. maid mi¥c to most of . the· · workiug
peoyle in Georgetown and, in · the c9untry ..
districts. means a great deal. ·They, .wre

.it � they feel they can· afford ... to,
do so. In the case of fresh :milk
it is not so. As a Member of
the Town Council I would · 'like
to say .here and to repeat that it has
been · unfortunate· that the ·control cf
fresh milk has' not been sufficient �o
enable the t,eople to get the' benefit of 
the subsidisation. . As far as I know· of 
the· purity of.the milk, large munbers of 
t>eople in Georgetown have unfortunately 
been drinkini milk that �ars''the

�
· ·· ·•. 

of· milk ibut certainly is not mil · � ,, 
have pointed that out and there ·Uf . .. 
little doubt about it. Thi's loreeci 1 a
number of people to resort to condensed
irin1c. · · -
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To get the people to obtain the value 
of this subsidisation much more has to 
be done than merely bringing 
the milk into the town and 
giving it out to distributors. 
I am hoping that between Gov­
ernment,. and the Town1 Council some 
system of control may ,be devised by 
which the people who tamper with that 
rnilk will finally go out of business. 
There is no question that at the present 
time a good many persons are selling not 
milk but something looking like milk to 
the poor people who · most need it for 
themselves and for their children. 
Were it possible, I do not know, I would 
like to make the suggestion that where 
circumstances arise similar to those 
which have just occurred-the downpour 
of rain for a period causing a shortage_ 
of milk for the City-it should be made 
possi1bJe to go immediate.ly to the rescue 
of ·the poor people with subsidised 
''Mi.lkmaid'' milk until such time as 
the ,requisite supply of milk is avail-
able. 

The quantity of milk that came into 
consumption on the recent change in the 
Order was exceedingly small, and a veJ:y 
large number of people went without 
milk altogether, as they could not afford 
to -·buy condensed milk· at 18c. per tin 
and they could not get the subsidized 
fresh milk in the country. I would be 
failing in my duty if I did not make the 
statement, which is. a,bsolutely true, to 
Your Excellency so that it be taken into 
account. I suggest there should be a 
stand-by for occasion·s of that 
nature, which do occur in thist 
Colony periodically when we get 
these excessive downlpours. When 
that occurs we know there will be a 
shortage of milk. That is the very time 
when with such condition of weather the 
people, as far as I know, suffer more 
from colds and there is considerably· 
more suffering from disease of the 
lungs. That is the very time wh_en the 
children and the poor people need the 
milk considera:bly to· help them. 

I pass on to flour. I look forward 
to the Government coming to the rescue 

the people in some such manner as 
this,-seeing that a large quantity of 
the cassava is made into flour-and 
making it compulsory for ·bakers to use 
a percentage of cassava flour mixed with 
wheaten flour and to sell the bread at a 
lower price for the greater benefit to •. 
the working man. It is no good bring­
ing down the price of cassava and leav­
ing it there. Unless Government sees 
that cheapened cassava is brought into , 
use by the people whom it is intended to 
help, reduction in its price will not have 
the desired effect. 

I want to say something that may 
seem outrageous, but I am saying what 
is true. If you like I can prove it by 
the Government Officer who assisted. 
About two years ago when we were very 
hard hit I got one of your Officers to 
teach certain women how to make 
tapioca and it was very much appre­
ciated. I do think, sir, the Depart­
ment of Agriculture should take steps 
to teach the people how to make tapioca. 
The people· throughout the Colony 
should be taught how to make tapioca 
as they would use it. It would · tend 
to reduce the cost of living. Two or 
three years ago when' people had to fall 
back on cassava as there was no wheaten 
flour in the Colony, the price of cassava 
bread soared throughout the Colony and 
people made un,reasonable profit out ofl 
cassava bread. But if those people had 
konwn how to make tapioca and f a,rine, 
I think, a good industry could have been 
esta,blished. I think they should have 
been taught. I have been preaching • 
for forty years that, as it occurs to my 
mind, it is part of the duty of Gov­
ernment to teach the people how to 
turn perisha.ble ,vegetalbles as far as iposs,iible into economic products. 

Now thats we have the Garnegie 
Trade Centre for Girls,-a great deal 
� fiM�� ��q dooe� lli� 
institution,-! think the cassava busi- "".i
ness should be taken up se;riously from

i there and let the girls learn how to 'f 

handle it. I am suggesting that the {,-;
Education Department get a certain 
number of the girls from. the Carnegie 
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Trade Centre to go out to the schooh 
in the afternoons and teach the chil­
dren how to turn cassava into tapioca,. 
how to cook it and to make it a very 
URP.ful food. Those are all the sug­
gestions I would like to make, and I 
hope Your Excellency will not reject 
them. 

Mr. JACOB: I ri e to support 
Government's motion that $1,000,000 
be provided in the Estimates tuwards 
Subsidisation during the current year, 
and I shall like to impress on this 
Government the necessity to continue 
this method and to increase the amount 
pro.mised to be paid by the Imperial 
Government. According to Your 
Excellency's Message, No. 28, the 
maximum amount to be spent on Sub­
sidisation is $3,000,000. That mean� 
if the Colony spends $1,000,000 the Im .. 
perial Government would grant 
$2,000,000; if the .Colony spends more 
than $1,000,000 the Imperial Govern-· 
ment would continue to grant 
$2,000,000 and so the expenditure 
can be increased to over $3,000,000. 
But I am suggesting, sir, that the 
amount now suggested according to 
the Scheduli::. at the back of Messag-P 
No. 28-$1,931,925-should be increased. 
It is not only now that I make 
this suggestion. I made it early 
last year at � Finance Committee 
meeting held one evening in this Coun·· 
cil Chamber when the Controller of 
SupplieR and Prices was present and 
several Members of this Council also. 
I have in my hand a statement on the 
estimated amount to be spent during 
last year on Subsidisation. The 
amount put down was $2,408,496. J 
think the hon. the Colonial Treasurer 
will confirm what I say. At that 
meeting it was stressed not only 
by myself but by one or two other 
Members that advantage should be 
taken .of the opportunity to get the 
necessary foodstuffs and materia1s 
so as to utilise the $2,000,000 promised 
by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

I have certain notes here that the Con­
troller of S'upplies and Prices stated 
that he agreed with the suggestion that 
there should be a reserve of $500,000 to 
meet any unforeseen rise in prices. I 
pointed out in detail what articles 
should be subsidize� to a g,reat extent, 
and what articles should be imported, 
particularly agricultural implements 
and machipery, so that we might, 
improve our piroduction in this Colony, 
and I was given the assurance that 
that would be done. I am sorry to say 
that Government did absolutely 
nothing; in fact it did less than what 
was· originally estimated. 

What are the facts? It was esti­
mated that· the expenditure with 
respect to flour would have been 
$1,152,000, but the actual expenditur� 
i! n 1944 w a s $973,796. The 
estimated expenditure on corn-
meal was $24,000; the actnal 
expenditure. lac,'.t year was $9,778, 
nearly $14,000 less than the estimated 
amount. With regard to split peas the 
estimated expenditure was $196,800 ;· 
the actual expenditure in 1944 was 
$132,431. I am not going to give any 
more figures except a figure which I 
consider very necessa�y, and I wish 
Government to take it to heart. I refer 
to agricultural implements, in respect of 
which it was estimated that $2,400 
would be spent. I asked that more 

. money should be spent on that item and 
a promise was given, but the actual 
expenditure was $1,644. I think the 
Colonial Treasurer said that everything 
would be done to import suitable 
machinery, not only for the purpose of 
increasing production of ground provi­
sions, rice and so forth, but that every­
thing would be done to increase local 
production. Government has not kept 
its promise made at a meeting of the· 
Finance Committee. 

For this year the position is just 
as bad. Government continues its 
policy on wrong advice preferred, not in 
-the interest of the working people but 
against their interest, I am sor,ry to say. 
Why doesn't Government try to improve 
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and increase the use of agricultural 
machinery here? I understand that 
certain Members of this Council, or at 
least one hon. Member, wenf to Wash­
ington to look into these matters. What 
has happened? All kinds of promises 
have been made, but the plain fact 
remains that we have not got machin­
ery, an_d for this year only $5,000 is to 
be spent.. When Message No. 23 was 
discussed on March 2 I made reference 
to the fact that it was definitely unfair 
to use $162,000 of the surplus funds of 

· the Rice Marketing Board for the pur­
chase of mechanical equipment for the
Mahaicony-Abary scheme. I said then
that Government had opportunity to
take full advantage of money granted
by the Imperial Government, and that
the surplus funds of the rice producers
should not be used in that way. I urged
on Government to take advantage of
offers made by the Imperial Govern­
ment so as to increase the production
of every kind of food .here by the use
of agricultural implements and machin­
ery, and not foil ow the old method
whereby the workers depended upon
ordinary cutlasses and fork$ to produce
foodstuffs and could not compete with
other parts of the world. Government
is fully convinced that unless mechani­
cal means are adopted we cannot
increase production. What is Govern­
ment doing about it? It proposes to
spend $5,000 in that direction this
year. Can any hon. Member support
Government on that principle? There
may be one or. two, but I cannot imagine
Government pursu-ing such a policy,

I am certainly· not in favour of the 
importation of condensed milk. I am 
in favour of producing sufficient fresh 
milk here, but when are we going to 
produce that milk? What is Govern­
ment doing to increase the production 
of milk? We were told by the Trea­
surer, when he spoke on the motion just 
now, that Government's idea is to 
switch subsidisation· from condensed 
milk to cow's milk. Of course Govern­
ment can do it by talking. That is 
what Government has been doing all 
these years. Government has to do 
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something practical; it cannot switch it 
off by mere talk here or elsewhere. 
Govemment is not taking the prelimin­
ary step to switch consumption from 
importe(j to locally produced milk, and 
I urge Government to do that. I am 
not satisfied that there has been a 
surplus of locally produced milk to 
warrant this 50 per cent. increase in 
the price of condensed milk. I think 
Government has been very badly 
advised again. Government has 
increased the price of flour from 3 to 
3! cents ·per lb. retail. No one will 
grumble too much about such an 
increase, but certainly one will grumble 
when he has to pay a 50 per cent. 
increase on condensed milk. The Colonial 
Secretary tells us that proper arrange­
ments have been made for condensed 
milk to be sold in the interior at the 
existing prices. If I know British Guiana 
and the people of the Colony I wonder 
ho� that is possible. It is absolutely 
impossible. How is Government going to 
·do it with its present method of control
and distribution? How is the Controller
going to be satisfied that condensed
mi_lk distributed in Georgetown will all
be used in Georgetown and not sent to
the interior? He has not the machinery
or the time to find out. Merely making
the statetment that arrangements have
been completed-

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY: To 
a point of correction. I said that 
arrangements have almost been com­
pleted. 

Mr. JACOB: I for got the word 
''almost." Those are the things we get­
misleading this Council and the public. 
Almost completed. You cannot complete 
any arrangement; how can you? I think 
the Controller of Supplies and Prices, 
a practical man, knows that it cannot be 
done. It is impossible to do it. Govern­
ment may be able to supply a certain 
percentage o.f the milk to the interior 
at the low price, but again I do not 
know what is meant by ''the interior". 
I do not know whether Government 
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appreciates the fact .that within. five �eally intended to decrease subsi­
rnues of Georgetown there are no proper ·disation. I think other consider­
roaas to transport milk, and that nve · ations weighed w i t  h Government,
o r  e i g h t  miles from Georgetown or at 1 e a s t  the suggestion w as 
condensed milk is a boon to the working . ' .. made so that other people should benefit
people as. compared with cow's. milk. · :by the increased price of condensed milk.
Is that ''the interior:?" What about the Perhaps other brands of milk will be 
Berbice river? Take my constitue�cy imported into the Colony, or milk 
for instance. How is Governme!1t gomg substitutes will be imported so as to to arrangy for .. con�erised milk, to be comp�te successfully with condensed sold there at the· old pric: of 1� cents milk. As a matter of fact it has already per tin? It is hopeless�y 1mposs1b.le. In happened that other kinds of milk are order to bolster up th1,s grave mistake b . . ld t . b l that f Government says it is · going to take . emg so � prices e. ow 0 

d d 'lk ld · condensed milk, and certam people are steps to have con ense m1 so m 
. . . 

h · t · t th Id ·· G rnment benefi\tmg by the mcreased pnce of t e m er1or a e o price. ove . . 
should admit at once that it has .condensed milk. That is a fact. If 

Government wishes it can investigate blundered, and should be manly eriough 
to reduce the price of milk to 14 or 15 and it will find out that what I am 
cents per tin-that is if it is necessary saying is definitely true. Of course it 
to increase the price at all. But all this will be twisted to say that it is 
hypocritical talk about the welfare of negligible .. 
the poor I have seen in black a�� 
white ,every day during the last few 
years is sheer talk and nothing else. 
It is well known that milk is one of the 
staple foods of the people of this country, 
particularly the children, and when 
Government started by subsidizing milk 
everybody felt happy about it. Now 
Government says that it has done 
sufficient and people can afford to pay 
18 cents for a tin of condensed milk. If 
they cannot get condensed milk they 
must use cow's milk. 

The estimate o.f $144,375 for the 
subsidisation of fresh milk in 1945 is 
hopelessly out. I do not know why one 
million dollars has been put down for 
subsidisation. Government should have 

• put down two million dollars and so take
advantage of the Imperial Government's
offer. I say in all seriousness that this
Government is very badly advised on
most matters, and the time has come
when, if Gove,rnment wants to main­
tain the confidence of the people, it
should seek advice elsewhere. I am
not satisfied that the increase in
the price of condensed milk is

To make the whole thing ridiculous 
the price o.f flour has been increased by 
·lf ra per cent. I do .not see why the 
-prices of split peas and salt fish should
not be increased as well. Condensed milk,
a staple food has been increased by
50 per cent., but the prices of other
articies like pickled beef and 'fresh beef,
not used by every section of the
community, remain the same. That shows
Government's sincerity regarding the
welfare of the poor working people of
the Colony. I do not wish it to be
understood that I am against subsidi­
.sation; . far from it. I repeat that
every effort should be made to utilize
the two million dollars offered by the
Imperial Government, and steps should
be taken to increase the subsidy on all
·kinds of agricultural implements and
'machinery so as to . increase local 
production and cut down importations. 

The, COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
would just like to inform Members with 
reference to the statemen1 made by tha 
hon. Member, that some promise was 
given at a meeting of Finance Commit­
tee at which I presided early in 1944. 
I left the Council Chamber in order 
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to get the minutes of that meeting. 
With your permission, sir, I will read 
the conclusions at that meeting as 
reco�ded in the minutes. They are:-

"The final conclusions were that the 
present scheme of subsidization should 

continue; that it was desirable that it 
. shPuld be extended as . circumstances 
arose, but it would be unwise to commit 
Government to any substantial extension 
very early in the year, and the goal might 
be left at 21 million dollars with $500,000 
for reserve." 

Mr. LEE: I have left my work to 
come here to plead for those people who 
work in the interior, but I observe that 
the Colonial Secretary has forestalled 
my argument in that respect. I can­
not agree with my friend that Govern­
ment is not capable of controlling the 
qistribution of condensed milk in the 
interior so that the people could benefit. 
Human brains can devis·e means 
whereby it can be done, but Govern­
ment must go further than that. The 
:interior alone does not absorb all the 
condensed milk. I am a member of the 
Milk Producers' Association, and I have 
inquired .minutely into the question of 
milk distribution. Many people receiv­
ing monthly salaries were in the habit 
of crediting their milk from · the dis­
tributors in Georgetown when there 
was no milk control. Today they 
cannot get such credit, and their only 
alt�rn-ativ� _is to b�y condensed milk. 

The Georgetown '11own Council has 
been trying for . �ome years to devise 
means whereby a supply of good milk 
might be assured to the people of 
Georgetown, but ·no means have yet been 
found. What are the sanitary inspec­
tors of the Government and the Muni­
cipality doing? Members of the Town 
Council cannot come to this Council and 
plead as an excuse that the milk supply 
is not good. Certain persons are pre­
venting the sanJtary inspectors from 
taking samples of milk for analysis in 
the country districts as well as in Geo1·ge­
town. At Mahaicony a prosecution was 
withdrawn although the certificate of the 
Analyst showed that there was a per-

,, 
-· -

centage of added water. It is not only �;
in Georgetown that cow's milk is used. 
The people in the country districts also 
use it, but because the greater portion 
of cow's milk is being sent to George-
town the people in the country districts 
have to resort to condensed milk. The , 
increase in the price of condensed milk 
would make it impossible for those 
people to give their children the quan-
tity of milk they require. The ques- .., 
tion therefore arises: what is meant by 
the word "interior?'' 

With regard to agricultural imple-
ments I have a grouse from the rice \, 
farmers. Many of them have approached 
the Control Board for permits to pur­
chase plough blades and . cutlasses, 
neither _of which could be had at .one 
time. The excuse was that there was 
none to be had, but for what purpose 
is this subsidisation scheme if we 
cannot get these things? Government 
is providing on paper an amount for 
subsidisation of agricultural imple ... 
ments when they cannot be got. Can 
Government say that subsidisatio:11 
will benefit the people? 

There is another point about these 
agricultural implements. I know of 
the case of a person who went to the 
Rice Marketing Board to hire a 
thresher and a mechanical plough and ,l 

was turned down. I was told by a 
mechanic that the thresher was lying 
at the Mahaicony police station exposed 
to �un and rain, and that the bushings, • 
which were made of wood, were bound 
to go bad in a few months. I think the 
engineers in charge of these machines 
should protect them from the weather. •1 
If a farmer, no matter how small he is 
applies to Government for assistance i; 
reaping his crop he should be given help f 
and not turned down. 

With regard to fresh beef I do not 
know what control is going to be exer­
cised in the country districts. At 
present the , only control in .. the . districts 
is as regards prices, but the· people are 
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not getting the benefit of fresh beef 
which is being sold in Georgetown. I 
feel that the subsidisation should be 
extended to the country districts. 

With regard to salt fish I know of 
an application which I personally for­
wa,rded to Government about 9 months 
ago on behalf of a man who simply 
asked Government to subsidize him in 
respect of the duty payable on the 
gasolene he used and · g,rant hfm 
priority in respect of supplies of salt. 
He proposed to start an industry in the 
Essequebo river for the purpose of 
salting fish. Yesterday I received a 
letter from Mr. Case, who is the Chair­
man of a Committee dealing with the 
fishing industry. I think Government 
should help a local industry for the 
salting of fish which would be better 
than the imported salt fish. 

I would support the motion if the . 
Imperial Government are going to assist 
us. They hold a portion of the Colony's 
finances and that is why they have 
offered that if our subsidisation scheme 
costs three million dollars they would 
contribute two million dollars. I think 
this Government should take full ad­
vantage of that offer. 

Mr. EDUN: I am going 
to speak on this motion on a 
very broad 'basis. I · consider Sub­
sidisation to be the only solution of 
the problem during this war, and I see 
in it a worthy attempt to decrease the 
cost of living to the working masses. 
But, sir, I want to say this much: I 
wish that this control on the very lives 
of the people will go by the board with­
in six months. The people, have all become 
fed up with the !'estrictions on their 
lives, and it is questionable whether by 
going through this sacrifice anything 
tangible will come to· human nature at 
all. It is a very imperialistic policy and 
we here can do absolutely nothing about 
it. We are simply talking and wasting 
time. Subsidisation has come from the 
top, the head of things, and all we can 
do is to say something ab.out it. We 
can hardly move a motion against sub­
sidisation. 

But, sir, what hurts me sometimes 
is to make peopJe believe that all these 
sacrifices a,re being gone through to get 
the millennium, perhaps, after peace. 
Viewing things as I do, all I see acc:cu­
ing the common man, although he has 
been making sacrifices, is more and 
more restriction on his liberty .. What 
I want to see this Government 
embarking upon is production, and 
here I cannot understand the mentality 
of those Members who say ''decrease 
the price of condensed milk and 
do not give protection to fresh milk 
at all." What sort of economics is that, 
blowing hot and cold at the same time? 
One Member said ''All we want is to 
produce our own salted fish.'' Why do 
you subsidize salted fish'! Other Mem­
bers say "What is the use you talk of 
getting fresh milk? . There i; no need 
to protect ourselves from the foreign 
product at all.'' I surely cannot under­
stand the mentality of that kind of 
argument at all. But, sir, what I 
am serious about is this: Has Subsidi­
sation benefited anybody? At best 
I know it is a measure, but I know what 
it has done is this: It has given the 
industrial firms a lot of latitude to· sleep 
and not do any work as they have the 
Commodity Control to do their jobs. 
They are 1,1ot losing money today. Per­
haps they fear they may have to loose 
a little out. Who are making money? 
Let us have a review of the situation. 
The industrialists, the commercial 

firms, the banks, the shopkeepers, 
pedlars, all are making money out of 
the war but the common man is mak­
ing the sacrifice. There is not an 
instance of bankruptcy yet seen on the 
commercial horizon. I know Subs!di­
sation has benefited the merchants more 
than anyone else, and yet people still 
want us to believe it is such a wonder­
ful measure and that we have to laud 
the Commodity Control office to the sky 
for doing this littlet piece of job of 
rationing scarcitie�. 

I want to direct attention to the 
schedule. Why on earth edible oil has 
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not been subsidized? . Why is it 1eft 
out? In the 1944 Estimates $8,925 was 
put down for edible oil, but it is deft� 
nitely left out of the 1945 Estimates. 
I want an explanation in respect of 
that. Coming back to this idea of 
Commodity Control, I want to be very 
frank. Commodity Control has been 
stinking in the nostrils of good men. 
It was suggested that all over this 
Colony there were scarcities of certain 
items. You could not procure them in 
the ma�ket, but strange it was when the 
fire took place in Georgetown all sorts 
of goods hidden in the vaults and cor­
ners of · stores could h�ve been seen 
being brought eut in an effort to save 
them from God's own vengeance per­
haps. There were no tyres, no tubes 
for bicycles. Thousands and thousands 
of applications for tyres and tubes have 
been made. Applications · have been 
made for them in order to carry on the 
legitimate work of the Trade Unions. 
But they could not be had because some 
hireling in the office wants to think he 
can rule this country. I am not going 
to stand for that sort of thing, it does 
not matter who the person is. I am 
prepared, and I have told the Trade 
Commissioner so, to scrap the Trade 
Union agreement as I cannot move 
simply because I cannot get four tyres 
and four tubes for a car. It is not 
convenient for the Commodity Control 
office to attend to us. This kind of 
thing-

The PRESIDENT : The hon. 
Member is getting a little bit irrel­
evant. Tyres and tubes have nothing 
to do with Subsidisation! 

Mr. EDUN: Very well, sir, I think 
if you look between the lines you would 
find tyres· and tubes are linked with 
Commodity Control. I do not see 
where you can draw the line between 
Commodity Cont,rol and Subsidisation. 
I do not agree with you, sir, with all 
due respect. But I want to make· this 
very clear. I wish the war will soon 
come to an end when all these 
restrictfons will go by the boa.rd, so that 

. the common man cau get to Ii ve hJs 
.life without restrictions. But, as I 
·have said at the beginning, I am pre­
pared to support this measure until
·after 1945, and, if I am still in this
Council I shall endeavour to my utmost
to see to- it that in the event of a new
Council coming into being subsidisation
is not made· a kind of plank to carry on
this machinery of Government. Aft�r aJI
it is an emergency measure and, I
think, there are sufficient brains in this
country that we can get out of this idea
of paying for charity. More or less we
have been •reduced to a kind of charitable
institution in trying to feed people by
subsidising their food. That is not the
kind of business I expect to see done in
a statesmanlike Council. I expect to see
protection-protection in every sphere.

· ,I expect to see protection of our local
products against foreign goods. I
expect this Government to tell us
something about that.

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Thorne, said something about using our 
local products for manufacture, but 
strange enough we have not been able 
to explore that avenue at all. Sir, I 
would like before I sit down to be told 
why is it edible oil has been left out 
from this Subsidisation policy for 1945. 
Is there some very good reason for that, 
or is it that edible oil which the com­
mon man eats as against cooking butter 
should not be subsidized? Looking at 
the schedule I see the expenditure in 
1944 on cooking butter was $77,837.69 
and on edible oil $8,925.64. In 1945 the 
amount for cooking butter is $75,000 
and not a cent for edible oil. But strange 
enough edible oil is a local product. 
We can protect fresh milk and, as the 
hon. Member for E!s.sequibo River said, 
let us protect dried fish with a little bit 
of salt, but why no protection for edible 
oil, no subsidisation for edihle·· oil? Is 
nothing being done about it? 
Why is it left out? These are things 
that tend to give one the feeling that 
something is definitely wrong.. With 
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those few remarks I would say nothing 
more. I am supporting this motion 
with the suggestion that edible oil be 
included. 

Mr. ROTH: Sir, to refer for a 
moment to the question of condensed 
milk, I was very pleased to hear tl;le 
hon .. the Colonial Secretary's assurance 
that machinery is almost ready whereby· 
the price will be brought to its former 
level to the consumers in the interior. l 
trust that machinery will also be used 
to give a. refund of the extra six cents 
per tin paid by those people between the 
period of the coming into effect of the 
previou� Price Control Order and the 
day when this machinery commences to 
function. 

Mr .. :de AGUIAR: At one time 
this afternoon it looked as if this 
motion would have received a silent 
passage and in such an event I was 
not prepared to rise because, I think, 
my views on this subject a!' very well 
known. But in view of the vocal sup­
port that has been given to these pro­
posals I feel it my duty once again, 
even if I am alone, to raise my voice in

protest. It is all very well for Mem­
bers to get up here and pat Government 
on the back for introducing measures 
of this kind in order, as they say, to 
reduce the cost of living to the po0r 
man without seriously considering wh2,t 
the likely effect on the Colony's finan­
ces now and in the immediate f utnre 
will be. I wish to invite them, sir, to 
consider the fact that at the Budget 
sessfon this Council accepted and 
finally approved of estimates of expendi­
ture which in the final analysis resulted 
in a deficit. The deficit that was shown 
at the time did not include these pro­
posals, and so it will be correct to add 
to that deficit the sum of $1,000,000 
which is included in this motion today. 
I know I will be told that we have a 
surplus, the money is there, let us nse 
it. That was the answer given to me

,, 

strange enough, about this time in the 
same month in H)42 when I used those· 

words. I· wish to warn Government to 
be very .. careful and to guard the sur.., 
plus balance that we have now. We are 
all very happy about it, although some 
of us feel that taxation is exceedingly 
high. I repeat that waming to the Gov­
ernment today'. I would be the last per .. 
son to say· that some effort should not 
be· ·made to assist what is commonly, 
called here· and elsewhere "the poor 
man." I. have been · poor myself, 
although some people think I have 
money· today. I certainly know what 
poverty . means. . I was poor once. I 
admit that and I know what it mea.l'ls, 
but, sir, these proi,osals before the 
Council today are in the same form as 
when they were first put here. 

One hon. Member in the course· of 
his remarks stated that it was some­
thing sent by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies or by the Imperial 
Government. I would like, perhaps, to 
be a little s,tronger than that. I would 
like to say these proposals have been 
thrust upon us by the Imperial Gov­
ernment. I wonder what will happen 
when the time comes, as I feel su.ce it 
is bound to come, that this Government 
can no longer, submit proposal$ of this 
kind before the Council. I wonder too 
what would be the position if such a 
decision :had to be taken immediately. 
That · is to say, if on that particular 
occasion it was found that this Gov­
ernment could no longer carry these 
subsidisation proposals and it was 
imperative to remove them and to 
abolish them at once. I sit down very 
often and wonder very seriously what 
would be the reaction. We a·re not sub­
sidizing to the extent of $1�000,000 
we a,re only paying $1,000,000 and, as 
f a,r as I know, our subsidisation bill is 
evell' more than the $1,000,000 as stated 
here. But whatever the figure is, the 
hard and cold fact remains that these 
proposals represent a substantial sum 
of money, and I repeat I wonder what 
the reaction would be if the decision 
had to be taken to remove them and 
that at one single blow. I had hoped, 
sir, that time would have been taken 
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by the forelock and Government's pro­
posals· on this question would have beell 
modified. But I am mistaken in that 
idea. It seems to me that the policy is 
to carry on. 

The hon. Mover of the motion in 
his remarks said he was not going to 

, deal with the general policy because 
the views of the Government were well 
known, except to say that it ('Subsidisa­
tion) must continue. Well, sir, that is 
a very broad statement to make. "Itl 
must continue." Let us hope the Gov­
ernment will be able to continue with it 
indefinitely, because if that is possible 
then, perhaps, my fears would not be 
realized. We must not hide facts at all. 
Facts are peculiar things. Subsidisation 
generally was introduced here as el�e­
where in order to curb the spiral that 
the whole world was being threat­
ened with. I think that most of the 
Authorities that expressed that view 
when the war began must know, if the.v 
are honest to themselves and to the 
cause, and admit that it is a fallacy a
definite fallacy, to curb any s,pfral, b�artificial means. What has been theresult even in our little Colony? If when
.subsidisati1on was introduced it wa�
mtended to assist in curbing this sniral,
then we have failed ourselves.Government has had the experience
also and not only trade and industry. A:;the . result of extreme pressure Govern­
ment has had to appoint several
committees from time to time to
make enquiries and make recommend­
ations in regard to the sala,rieC3
and wages .of the Public Service. At one 
time it was thought the position could 
be met by the introduction of a War 
Bonus in order to meet the increased 
cost of living. From time to time what 
was the plea about that? The rate was 
continuing to increase. I think it started 
at lO per cent and gradually found its 
way up, until now we have a &.cale rising 
to 25 per cent. When we got there we 
found that could not do. That was a 
failure. 

But, sir, War Bonus remains. We 
have begun to appoint committees and 
hon. Members of this Council· know the 
results, and so I need not relate them. 
The substance of the recommendations 
was modifications all around, and I 
agree with them. I have never disagreed 
with them at all-general improvement 
in the working conditions of the 
workers in the Civil Service. But, sir, 
the proposition I am making is this : We 
began on certain premises on this 
subsidisation policy with the intention 
of curbing or controlling to some 
extent the spiral that appeared to be 
looming on the horizon. We must now 
say whether we have succeeded or not. 
My own view is that we have failed. 
We 'have gone around and done just 
the things we did not want to do, 
perhaps. Nevertheless pressure was 
there, the arguments for were very 
sound and those improvements came 
about. Yet even now at this stage we 
want to continue with this policy. Sir, 
it cannot be done. Both theories cannot 
be right. · Either the t h  e o r y of 
controlling the spiral was· right-and 
we know it was wrong-or we did the 
wrong thing in trying to carry out 
p-eneral improvements in the Service. 
My view has always been that 
Subsidisation should not be carried out. 
I have said it before and I say it again 
even if I stand alone. Time, however, 
will tell as to which of the theories 
that I have been propounding is found 
to be correct. 

I could not help experiencing a 
certain amount of amusement when I 
heard one hon. Member actually had 
the effrontery to suggest that the vote 
should be increased. Increase it to 
what and for what? It is nearly 
$2,000,000, the figure stated. Must we 
increase it to $4,000,000 or $5,000,0007 
Who is going to pay it? Are we going 
to go on asking the I m p e r i a l 
Government with hat in hand to 
contribute the difference between 
$1,000,000 and the actual sum that 
some hon. Members may have in their 
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minds? Is that a spirit of independence? 
Is that the type of government that 
Members of this Council would like to 
see continued? Are we going to continue 
begging for alms? 

Mr. LEE: To a point of c·orrection ! 
I said up to $3,000,000. The Imperial 
Government will pay $2,000,000 if we 
stand $1,000,000. We should accept 
that offer. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The hon. Member 
is not the hon. Member to whom I am 
referring. He made the definite 
statement of $3,000,000 when he 
ref erred to that. He did say that 
the original proposal came out from 
the Imperial Government. The hon. 
Member is right. I was ref erring 
to the hon. Member who said the figure 
should be increased without stating to 
what figure it should be increased. 

Mr. JACOB: T o  a poi n t  o f  
correction! I think the hon. Member is 
always vague and will not say who it 
is. I. was the one who said advantage 
should be taken to increase it to 
$3,000,000. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I can quite 
appreciate the anxiety of the hon. 
Member to try and make less of the 
point I am endeavouring to make, but 
nevertheless the hard and cold fact 
remain�g, that even if it went up to 
$3,.000,000 we would still have to go to 
the Imperial Government for $2,000,000. 
I shall ask the question, "Is that the way 
we hope to maintain our independence?·,, 
We go to the Imperial Government for 
welfare money, for development funds 
or' one kind or another, and in the same 
breath we talk about a1mmg at 
.Federation and Dominion status and 
Self-government. I do not know what 
else. I do not know how in the name 
of heaven we can ever hope to achieve 
those objects, if we have to keep on 
going to the Imperial Government hat 
in hand and soliciting alms. As a colonist 
-I was born here, I grew up here and I

expect to die here�I prote t most sol�

emnly against that principle. I protest 
because I am a colonist, and I protest 
because I have great sympathy for the 
English taxpayers in the same way as I 
have sympathy for the · Colony's tax� 
payers. 

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Edun made the statement that subsidis­
ation benefits the merchants. I listened 
to him very intently and I think he 
might have given this Council the bene­
fit of his knowledge as to the manner 
in which the merchants receive benefits 
from this subsidisation policy. What I 
would like to tell him is that if he says 
that control restricts the li'berty of the 
subject. the merchants are part of the 
subjects he refers to. They do not like 
control or subsidisation. There is on}y 
one Bi1ble they work by, ·and the hon. 
Member knows it. If he does not know 
it I will tell him-they wo.rk by the 
law of supply and demand. I would li!ke 
to assure the hon. Memiber that the mer­

chants would welcome the removal of 
those restrictions, most of which have 
been imposed as a result of the war, 
but from my seat here I could not hon­
estly advise Government to adopt that 
course. As a merchant I say "Give them 
their freedom''; as a colonist, legislator 
and public man I would most strongly 
urge Government against adopting that 
course. 

The hon. Member for Essequibo 
River (Mr. Lee) referred to s·ome appli­
cation by some client of his who wants 
to carry on a fishing indus.try in the 
waters of this Colony. The hon. Member 
knows that the matter has now reached 
the stage when full consideration will 
be given to his application. I am not 
saying that it will be g·ranted, but I am 
prepiared to tell him that full consider­
ation will be given to it. I am sure he 
will agree that it was essential that 
enquiries had to be made, and now that 
this Council has made it possible for 
action to be taken along the lines of the 
application to which he referred he 
should be assured that the application 
will be considered. As he has himself 
stated, he has received a formal reply 
from the Chairman of the Committee. 
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I have spoken on many occasions 
on this question and all more or less 
in the same strain, but I thought it was 
only right and proper that as vocal sup­
port was given to the motion I should 
say something, otherwise I was pre­
pared to allow it to receive a silent pas­
sage. 

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: The same 
fear that has been created in the mind 
of the .hon. Member on my left (Mr. 
de Aguiar) exists in my mind. I 
wonder what would happen if there was 
an immediate cessation of subsidisation 
-how the working man would be ab]e
to bear the blow? It seems to me that
one of the amsweris that might be given
is the suggestion made ,by the hon. the
Sixth Nominated Member (Mr. Edun)
that we should see aJbout producing more
foodstuffs in this Colony, so that we
might be able to give those in need at a
lower price than they can obtain food­
stuffs imported from abroad. The policy
of Government, at least for this
year, is to continue to subsidize those
articles mentioned in the second sched­
ule of Your Excellency's Messa�e, to the
extent of nearly two million dollars. 1.nd
I am not saying that Government is not
justified in continuing that policy, but
I think the time will come when we
shculd not ask or lean upon the Imperial
Government for aid to the extent which
they willingly offered us. As a mat­
ter of fact I think i1t would be incon·­
sistent with our cry for self-government
and something equal to Dominion
status. We ought to endeavour to be
self-supporting rather than .seek the aid
of the Imperial Government, the burden
o-1 which must fall upon the heavily
ta;xed British taxpayers who are suffe1� ...
ing great hardship·s, and if we have to
suffer a little of those hardships I
think we should be content to do so
rather than lean upon them and seek
alms.

I do not think any Member of this 
Council ought to complain about the list 
that has been drawn up, ,because I think 
it contains articles which are not used 
by those who are wealthy-if there .are 

any wealthy persons in this · Colony; 
probably there are a few-but uticles 
which are .in use by those whom this 
Government has always endeavoured to 
help in order that they mi,ght live happy 
and contented lives. I do not think the 
debate on the motion ought to be longer 
delayed; we should pass it as it stands. • 

• 

Mr. SEAFORD: I rise to support 
the motion, and in doing so I must Ray \ 
that I consider that Government has 
been well advised in bringing it forward. 
Government knows the condition of 
things in this Colony and also the 
condition of things in other parts of 
the Empire, and practically the whole 
world today. I hope that the majority 
of · Members of this Council also 
know the condition of things in this 
Colony and abroad. In view of 
that . I think Government is well 
advised to endeavour, if possible, to 
reduce the importation of foodstuffs 
which are so urgently required in other 
countries, especially when we know that 
in the case of milk a good deal of our 
cow's milk has been thrown away because 
there has not been demand for it, and 
instead we are importing condensed 
milk which other parts of the Empire 
and our Allies in Europe so greatly 
need, and their children are starving for, 
while we are throwing away the milk 
that we produce. That is a disgraceful 
state of affairs, and had Government 
not stepped in it would have been accused 
of criminal negligence. I agree that it 
was the first step for Government to 
take. I listened with a great deal of 

. displeasure to the speech by one hon. '

Member who remarked on how disgrace- • 
ful it was that Government should 
increase the price of condensed milk, :_

.
and I almost wondered whether that :;,,r. 

hon. Member was an importer of 
condensed milk. 

I must say that the same applies 
to the importation of flour into this 
Colony. I think the majority of Members 
kriow that the amount of flour imported 

· into· the Colony today is greater than
it. wa,s in pre-war days. Is that a

·situation that any Government can allow
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to continue and to look upon with 
equanimity? I should like to congratulate 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr'. Thorne, 
on his very fine speech, but it was a 
speech which had a certain amount of 
criticism from which Government and 
the people of the Gol,ony can derive 
benefit. There are certain things we can 
do here which would help to a great 
extent to increase our producti-on of 
local foodstuffs, and the sooner they 
are done the better for all concerned. I 
hope I am able to assume from what 
the hon. Nominated Member has said, 
that the Town Council is very soon going 
to take steps to control the milk supply 
in Georgetown. It is a thing which has 
been in the air for a very long time. It 
is known that some of the so-called 
milk is not milk at all, and the sooner 
steps are taken to safeguard our milk 
supply the better it would be, especial.ly 
for the poorer people of the City. 

Government has also been criticized 
for not obtaining machinery and agricul­
tural implements, and I think it was 
pointed out that it was only by the 
adoption of modern mechanical means 
that we can increase our production. 
Hon. Members have been told more 
than on9e in this Council that Govern­
ment has been using its very best 
endeavours to obtain every bit of 
machinery necessary to put its schemes 
into effect and to improve agriculture 
in this Colony as much as possible. The 
hon. Member knows (I think I have 
stated here two or three times myself) 
that we are not allowed to get what we 
would like to get (not only Government 
but individual importers), as the amount 
of machinery is very strictly rationed. 
I think you, sir, heard only a few 
days ago from the Colonial Supplies 
Mission in Washington that it was 
absolutely impossible to get any new 
machinery at this time, and we have 
had experience ,of second hand or 
reibuil'b machinery, and I · for one 
advised Government not to touch it. 
Private firms have paid for that 
experience. We know what war produc­
ticn is. We know that every available 
man, every available bit of machinery 

is needed for winning the war today, 
and to think that we should get priority, 
or that we are likely to get machinery 
�hows that we are living in the clouds. 

I must say that I deplore the 
suggestion that this Colony should 
approach the Mother Country at the 
present moment and ask for alms. The 
Mother Country, although in a very 
difficult position, has been extraordi­
narily generous to us. We have been 
told that if we su1bsidize to the extent 
of a million dollars they are 'Prepared 
to subsidize up to two millions so as to 
enable us to maintain our existing 
standard of living, or maintain the 
cost of living index. The hon. Member 
for Central Demerara (Mr. deAguiar·i 
said that subsidisation has had no effect. 
1 disagree with him entirely. I main­
tain that when Government undertook 
to subsidize on the big scale it has done 
it did it in order to maintain the cost 

· of living index, and I submit that that
has been achieved. It was with that
object that the Mother Country offered
to help us with subsidization up to· two
million dollars. If we can maintain our
subsidisation with one million dollars I
think we ought to be very grateful
indeed. In this Colony we are too apt
to live in a very narrow circle and to
look at our own boundaries and not
·beyond thetn. We must think of other
people a little bit more, think how they
are suffering, how extraordinarily fo:r.
tunate we have been in this Colony, and
then we would realize that we have a
million dollars and what it has meant
to the poor taxpayers in the United
Kingdom who are paying heavily today.

I regret that I cannot agree with 
the general remarks made by the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara (Mr. 
de Aguia,r) on subsidisation. I am afraid 
we shall never see eye to eye on that 
subject. The hon. Member asked us to 
bear in mind that we started this year 
with the Budget Statement showing a 
deficit. I would remind that hon. 
Membel' that we have had the same 
pros1pective deficit for the· last three 
years, but we finished with a very big 
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surplus. It is suggested, and I agree, 
that I am terrified at what might 
happen at any moment, but at the 
same time we have a surplus, and if 
anything does go wrong we are in a 
position to face it. Let us maintain the 
situation as it is now by :providing this 
amount of money in order to maintain 
the cost of living index. I cannot 
agree with the hon. Member that we 
should abandon subsidisation. I main­
tain that 'if we abandon it we are bound 
to get that spiral of inflation, because 
the cost of foodstuffs and other things 
is hound to go up. The cost of 
pr.oducti.on is 11:iound to go up. I claim, 
-�lthough I know he does not agree, that
the spiral of inflation would have gone
uip almost to ceiling level but for the
policy .of subsidisation Government has
so wisely adopted in this Colony.

The hon. Member also suggested 
that this policy of snbsidisation . was 
forced on us. I simply cannot agree 
with tha·t. It was suggested to the 
Government by certain members of the 
community at the very beginning of the 
war, and it was a long time before 
Government actually adopted it. It was 
not forced :u.pon us by anybody, not 
even the Imperial Government, because 
I am also satisfied that there are several 
other Colonies which have not adopted 
that policy, and if it was forced upon 
us it would have been forced upon them 
too. In small places conditions vary, 
and people seem to be able to carry on. 
At any rate it has been done with. our 
eyes open. We have got advice from the 
Imperial Government, I admit. I think 
they said they had found that it was 
the only means of controlling prices, 
maintaining the standard of living and 
keeping cff the inflation spiral. 
Economists throughout the world. I 
know, have condemned that. but with 
all due deference to the h�n. Member 
and his business abilities I challenge 
him on the views he holds on the ques� 
tion. I grant that· it is a big question, 
and that we are. all entitled to our 
views, but I cannot agree-with him. I 
congratulate Government on bringing 
the motion forward. 

Mr. EDUN: I rise to a point of 
correction of the last speaker. It is.not 
true to say that this measure was ··· not 
imposed upon us. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I th�. ·-I am 
correct in saying that this m.:i,re was 
suggested to Government long before 
by the Chamber of Commerce. It did 
not come from the Imperial Government 
in the first instance. 

Mr. EDUN: I have seen the 
despatches. 

The PRESIDENT: I think we may 
succeed in disposing of this motion 
before the hour of adjournment after a.

very few words by myself, because the 
Treasurer has intimated to me that he 
does not desire to reply to the debate. 
What I would like to say is that this 
degree of subsidisation which has been 
carried on for about two years is one 
whi�h we began in a state of very 
considerable and serious emergency. 
That was the thing that was impressed 
upon us more than anything else, and 
that has been the reason why we have 
had in mind a total figure of three 
million dollars as possibly necessary to 
keep the position stable. It has also 
been the reason why we have gone to 
the point, which might easily be criti­
cised, oj having such artificial price,

fixing, as ,for. example, of flour. 'That 
extreme emergency, such as we had in 
the latter part of 1942 and early in 1943, 
has passed, and it is time we should try 
to get back to a better footing, and 
get away from the excessive artificial 
position that has been maintained during 
that period of almost two years. We 
have got to act now on. the supposition 
that sub�idisation should continue for 
some time in some degree, being altered 
from time to time as circumstances may 
dictate as necessary, but with some­
thing in mind as to the long-view policy. 

As has been said today by .several 
Members, that long-view policy should 
be much more price:..supporting .and, 
if necessary, · price-guaranteeing for 
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articles of local production, and for the 
marketing of ,all such things as we can 
pro.duce locally ,reasonably, and at a 
reasonable price. But it could not be for 
those things for which lccal producerf\ 
are going to demand too high a price. 
We are, unfortunate.Ly, a high cost 
producer in too many thin.g,s, and that 
is going to be one of our difficulties, 
but for such things ,as we can produce 
reasonably our policy should 1be to 
guarantee prices. And with that is 
almost bound to continue some degree 
of control of imports as I see it. 
However, I will take a later opportunity 
to expand that as a general policy for 
the future. If, of course, that. is 
impossible - if we find our local 
production is completely uneconomical 
then we have to throw that policy 
completely ove1�b.oard and completely 
free our imports, lifting many of our 
Customs duties. 

I would like to comment on one or 
two matters of detail whicli have arisen 
in the deibate. One is that I think 
Members should rememrber that in this 
matter of subsidisation we are governed 
by practical politics. It is not so easy 
to subsidise this or that thing when 
that thing is in short supply. We have 
to have the supply first, and we 
cannot subsidise an article we would 
like, if we are not going to get sufficient 
supplies. It wa,s this that drove us in 
1943 to this artificial �nd excessive 
subsidisation of flour which we are 
trying to get away from now. 

Then, as the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North said, there is the_ 
question of :supply. It is so easy to say 
that we should bring in a,gricultural 
implements, machinery and all those 
very desirable things. What is the use 
of saying that when we know we cannot 
get them? As the hon. Member said, 
the members of the Supply Mission from 
Washington gave a very pessimistic 
picture. It may be three years before 
we are going to geit the amount of 
machinery we need for drainage, public 
works, or agricultural works. To give 
you an example of the small chance we 
have of getting all those things - the 

island of Malta which, as you know, 
has been smashed to pieces and is in 
sad need of certain mechanical equip­
ment to clear up that destroyed island, 
stands thirtieth on the list of demands 
for tractors. If Malta stands thirtieth, 
where do we stand? 

A good deal has been said about 
milk, and I have had a good deal to do 
with that myself, going back to August, 
19·42, when I a·sked the then Mayor, the 
present Mayor, to take the question up 
with the Town Council. I am very 
grateful to them for having put up 
certain recommendations to Government 
which were embodied in the present 
system of con.trol in a simple form -
not a - permanent arrangement. If 
Members' will throw their minds back 
they will remember the situation in 
Georgetown with not 1,000 gallons cf 
fresh milk coming in per day, with the 
price up to 12 cents ,per pint. In spite 
of all the criticisms you may make now 
we have up to 2,800 gallons per day 
coming to Georgetown now, and on the 
first day of the new price I think the 
supply was 2,665 gallons at 6 cents per 
pint. That is something by way of 
achievement. It is not perfect by any 
means. The distribution wants a lot of 

· attention, and I am glad to hear of what
may be achieved by the Town Council
in conjunction with Government.

As regards, -edible oil the position 
is rather special. It figures on th� 
1944 lis.t of subsidized articles, and cer­
tain steps of a SJ?ecial charact�r were 
taken whereby we were to keep it at 
a price just below that in the West 
Indies islands, but as far as I lmow 
the subsidisation of that article is not 
necessary for that purpose in 1945. 

I would also like to comment on the 
question of the total cost. It was in 
1942-43 that this outside figure of 
three million dollars was suggested that 
might be necessary for subsidisation to 
keep things stable. That emergency 
has passed, and it would be surely quite 
unconscionable on our pa,rt to attempt 
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to screw the full two million dollars 
out of the British taxpayer when we are 
carrying on quite reasonably jusu 
about what we have done over the last 
twenty months-in fact slightly bet­
ter. I do not think there can be any 
good ,reason whatsoever to ask £or 
more and press the point s>till, further 
when we have done fairly \':.'ell during 
these last twenty months. I now pro­
pose to put the question. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

The PRESIDENT: I think lYiem­
bers consider it unnecessary to sit 
tonight. We will therefo:re adjourn 
until tomorrow and come to what 
should have been the .first item on 
today's Order of the Day. 

There is just one thing I forg{,t 
to say at the opening of the session, 
and that is that I am going to ask the 

Deputy P,resident, in view of what I have 
announced before, to ask the Un(?fficial 
Members to meet him and see if they 
can work out some practical measure 
touching the Finance Committee. 

We do carry tr.at. under our present 
procedure, but we have slowed up a. 
good deal more than is necessary. 
Either we must have a number of 
Unofficial Members or have an actual 
meeting of the whole· Council. My 
proposal has been, as in 1941, that 
Members elect from among themselves 
five or seven and make it a real active 
Finance Committee tr which Govern­
ment can refer quickly and get a quick 
decision when it is really des.irable. I 
would ask the hon. the. Deputy .Presi­
dent to arrange that after to-morrow's 
session. We will tr.en ask a reasonable 
number of Members to be present and 
give their attention to the business. 

1,'he Council adjourned until 2 p.m. 
on the following day. 
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