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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesdciy, 30th Novembe1·, 1932. 

The Council mC't pur:m,tut to adjourn­
ment, HiH Excellenov tlw GpvPrnor, Sm 
EDWAl!D DENHXM, . K.C.M.G., lC.B.R, 
Pn•sirlent, in the Cl1:Li1·. 

'PHESENT. 
The Hon. the Coloni,LI SecrPtai;v, Mr·. 

C. Dougla�-Jo�e,,, C.M.G.

'l'he Hon. the Atto1·11Pv-Ge11er,1l, Mr.
Hector Joseph!;, K.C., . B.A., LL.M. 
(Cantab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. 'l'. Smf-'lliP (Nomimitt>rl 
Uno11ici,tl 1Vle111lwr). 

The Hon. F. Di1L,;, O.B.E. (Nominat.ed 
Unofficial .Member). 

The Hon. 'L'. l\'lill,ml, C.,\1.G., Coloni,11 
Treasurer. 

Major the Hon. W. Bain GraJ, • M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Lit�. (Oxuu.), Director 
of Education. 

The Hon. J. S. D,1sh, B.S.A., Directol' 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Bn1;;8ington ('Yestern
Essequebo). · 

Major the Hon. J. C. Craig, D.S.0., 
M.E.I.C., Director of Public W 01·ks. 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. 
For. (Cantab.), Conservator of Forests. 

The Hon. Vv. A. D'Andrade, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. Q. B. De F1·eita::;, M.R.C.S. 
(Eng.), L.RC.l'. (Loll(.l.), Surgeon-Genernl 
(Acting). 

The Hon. J. Mullin, M.I.M.M., F.S.I., 
Co'llmissioner of Lands 1111d Mines. 

The Hon. N. Caunon (Georgetown 
Noi·th). 

The Hon. A. V. Cmne, LL.B. (Lone!.) 
(Demer-am River). 

The Hon. J. Eleaziu· (Berbice Rive1·). 

The l{on, J, Gonsalves (Georgetown 
$.oqth), 

The Hon. A. E. Seeram (Eastem 
Demerara). 

The Hon. V. A. Pires (North Western 
District). 

'L'he Hon. J. I. Df-' Aguiar (Centrnl 
Demeram). 

The Hon. Jung B:drnrlur Singh (Dt>m­
ernra-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. G. E. Anderson (N·omina.ted 
Unoilicial Member). 

1'he Hon. M. B. G. AuHtin (Nomimited 
Unotlicial Member). 

The Hon. F. J. Se:iford (Nomimited 
U no.tficial l\'lembf't' ). 

The Hon. Pt>er Bucchuf- (\YestC'm 
Eei·hice). 

MINU'l'ES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 29th November, as 
pduted ,ind circulated, were confirmed. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

PUBLIC No·rAHJES BILL. 
Tm: ATTORNEY-GEN,ERAL (Mr. 

Hector Josephs) gave notiee that at the 
next meeting of the Council he would ask 
leave to introduce and lmve read a first 
time:-

A .Bill to provide for the appointment of 
Notaries Public a.nd to regulate the duties of 
the office of .Public Notary. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICE. 

OUTPUT OF FonES'l' PnooucTs. 
Mr. ELEAZAR gave notice of the 

following motion:-
THAT a return showing wha.t is the output 

(for each of the years 19:?5 to :{1st October, 193�, 
and their respective values) of the following 
11roducts from the interior :-Bauxite, Balata, 
Diamond, Gold, Timber, be laid on the table of 
the Council. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

COST OF SPEECH AND SALUTE. 
Mr. CANNON asked the following ques­

tions:-
1. Wha.t was the cost of printing the annual

speech of His E�cel!ency tl\e lioverllOf ill 1931 r
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2. What will be the cost of printing so.me
this �ar P 

3. What is the cost of firing ihe salute at the
Fort at the opening of the Annual Session of 
the L_egisla.tive Council? 

4. Why was the usual salute not fired at the
Annual Session held this clay ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
C. Douglas-Jones) replied as follows:-

1 & 2.-The printing of the annual speech of
His Excel!fmcy the Governor is provided for 
under the Printing Contract. 

3. Gunpowder, 'l'ubes and Cartridges, $15.65
4. For reasons of economy.

LICENSING PROCEDURE. 

Mr. GONSALVES aske<l the following 
questious :-

1.-( a) How many persons ware given the 
option of being fined by the Commissary of the 
Georgetown Fiscal District during the period 
from January, 1932, to November, 193�, for 
f11iling to take out licences of a duty not 
exceeding $10 ? 

(b) How many of such pernons have been so
fined? 

(c, What is the amotmt of the fine which can 
by law be imposed by the Commissary P 

(dJ ·what is the minimum and maximum 
fine imposed by the Commissary in respect of 
such licences during the so.id period ? 

Give pa.rticula.rs for each month, nnd the 
different kinds uf licences, separately. 

2.-(a) How many persons have been fined 
by the Magistrate of the Georgetown District 
during the said period for failing to take out 
licences of a duty not exceecling :$10? 

(b} What was the minimum and maximum 
fine imposed ·1 

(c) What is the minmum and maximum fine
fixed by law which can be imposed by the 
Magistrate ? 

Give particulars for each month, and the 
different kinds of licences, separately. 

a.-(a) How many of such persons who were 
prosecuted before the :Magistrate were offered 
the option of teing fined by the Commissary ? 
And how ma.l!y were not? 

(!I) What were the reasons for not giving 
them such options P 

4. How many days during each month of the
above period from Ja.nuarv, 193�, t<.> November, 
J 032, a.nd approximately how many hours on 
ea.ch of such do.yij were the, ommissa.ries of tl1e 
said • •istril•t occupied or engaged in the 
Magistrate,' Courts in such ca.seq? 

5.-(a) Were such prosecutions before the 
Magistrate brou�ht witli the knowledge and 
ap�roval of the Cnief Commiss11,ry P 

(bl Was he satisfied that the time spent in 
the Mngistrate's Court in connection with such 
cases by the Commissaries could not have bfen 
better used by them 10 his office or in other 
work of the Department ? 

6. What was the total .a.mount of fines

imposed du1ing the aforesaid periQd in Tespect 
of the above kinds of licences -

(aJ by the Magistrate. 
(bl by tbe Commissary. 
(c) Have all such fines been paid, if not

how much?
7. Is any share or portion of such fines

imposed-
(a) by the Magistrate
(b} by the Commissary
( c) pa.id to any person or persons P U so,

to whom and what share or portion is so
paid.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied 
as follows :-

1.-(ct) 115, 
(bJ 115. 
(cl 'fhe amount of the fine imposed by the 

Commisso.ry under the law does not exceed the 
value of the licence. 

(cl) The minimum fine imposed wns $1 and
the maximum $2. 

These fines were in respect of 103 bicycle 
licences in March, 3 in Apnl and l dog licence 
in Octoher. 

2.-(a} 219. 
(b) 'l'he minimum fine imposed was $2 !l.nd

the maximum Sl5. 
(c) $2 and i.48 respectively.

April Bicycleij 
Motor Cycle 
Motor Cycle 
Dogs 

lO 
l 
l 

17 
May 

June 

July 

Dogs 3L 
l Motor Cycle 

Htore at S8 2 
Bicycles 2 
Tobacco 1 
Tobacco l 
Dogs 31 
Store at S8 l 
Motor Cycle 1 
Bicycles l! 

August Dogs 45 
Septembc1· Dogs 9 

October 

Cart 1 
Dance l 
2nd instalments·· ... 13 
.8icycle 1 
Instalments 4 
Dogs 18 

November Dogs 24 
Bicycle 1 

$ 20 00 
2 00 
2 00 

40 00 
64 00 
2 00 

17 00 
4 00 

l.'i 00 
5 00 

70 00 
10 00 

2 00 
17 00 

il6 50 
19 lJO 
3 00 

12 00 
3:s 00 
3 00 
8 50 

44 50 
41 00 
2 50 

21!1 S 553 00 

J.-(al In no case was tho option given of 
being fined by the Commissary. 

(bl lt was not considered that there was �ny 
reason for giving the option. 

4- No record ha.s been kept from which a
reply could be furnished. 

5. -(al 'fhe reply is in the affirmative.
(b) Do. do. do.

6.-((t) $553.
(b) $117.50.
( cl �529 has been pa.id to date of the total of

8553 in fines imposed by the Magistrate. As 
regards the fines imposed t,y the Uommissa.ry 
the whole a.mount ha,s been pa.id, 
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7. Of the fines imposed by the Magistrate 10
per cent. is paid to the Revenue Defonce J:c'und, 
tiO per cent. of the remainder to revenue a.nd 
the balance to the prosecuting officers and 
witnPsscs. All lines imposed by the Commis-
sary are .paid in full into revenue. 

Ft-.:MALJ:: i::lELLING Cu:1iKs. 
Mr. CRANE asked tha.t consideration 

of the following motion he deferred :-
THAT ·this Council is of opinion that the 

conditions un<ier which female sellmg clerks in 
business places in the Colony a.re rnq uired to 
work ought to be investigated and that such 
legislation as the said condition� warrant be 
introduced forthwith. 

Agreed to. 

l:::JEIW!Cf; U�' PROCESS B11,1 .. 
THE A'l'TORNEY-GENEttAL: [ lllOVI' 

that " A Bill to facilitu.te thP proof of 
service of process under the i::lumma.ry 
Jurisdiction (Procedun-•) Ordinance, the 
Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordi­
nam:e and the Crimi�al Law (Procedure) 
Ordinance" be read the third time. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Question " 'l'hat this Bill be now re,Lcl a, 

third time and passed " put, and agreed to. 

Bill 1·ea.d the third time. 

Rrci:: (ExPOR'l' Tu..1.uE) B1u. 
Professor DASH (Di1·ector of Agricul­

turn): I move that "A Bill to make pro­
vision for the e,;t,Lblisliment of a, Board 
with powers to reguhtte aud eoutrol the 
pdce and exportation of dee produced in 
the Colony" be read the first time . 

Major CR;:\.IG seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Notice was given that at ,L subsequent 
meeting of the Cow1cil it would be moved 
tluLt the Bill be read the second time. 
(Projessor Dash). 

ANNUAL ES'.l'IMA'l'ES. 

TRANSPOlt'r AND HARBOURS. 

The Council resolved itself it1to Com­
mittee and 1·esumed consiclerntion of the 

drnft Estim!l.tes of expenditure to be 
defrayed from revenue for the year 1933 
under the head "TnL11sport and Harbours." 

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: When 
the Council adjoumed I was Jealing with 
the additional sum of $5,000 for renewal 
of doek gates at Ma.zaruni St,Ltion. All 
Government stf'amers are docked there for 
repairs. The hon. Member for Dememra 
River as >L member of the Harbour Hoard 
initialled the paper de,tling with the item 
but was not present at the meeting when 
it was discussed. The position is that if 
the dock gateH are repaired they can be 
widened so as to enable the " Queriman" 
to be repaired and painted there and to do 
this i:s estimated to cost $5,000. The 
question was raised whether it would be 
cheaper for the DepM·tment to have all 
work done at Sprnstons' dock, or to m,tin­
tain its own dock and do the work there. 
It is difficult to produce an argument 
except on some unit. and I have ascet·­
tained from the engineers of the Depart 
ment that the best ex,LD1ple I can give in 
respect of cost of repairs is to take the 
cost of putting in tL new plate in the 
bottom of one of the steame1·s. ,ve can 
do it at l\fazarnni at a cost of 6-! eents 
pt:ir squu.1·e foot as against $1.68 by Spros­
tons. The ,unount spent 011 the " Queri­
ma.n ". last year in dockiug charges at 
Sprostons was $2,421.50. It is not possi­
ble to estimate the comparative figure of 
what it would have cost to do. the same 
repairs in our own dock, but on the bu.sis 
of cost of repairing our other :,hips we 
auticipate tha.t sum could have been 
reduced very considernbly. On those 
figures we are su.tisfied that it is cheaper 
to maintain this dock for our steamers, 
,tnd ,Llso tlmt if the sum of $5,000 is spent 
to widen the dock gates a.nd rebuild them 
so that the " Queriroan" can bP docked 
there we can save a considen1ble. sum of 
money. It is estimated that in four or 
five yea.rs the actua.l cost in respect of the 
" Querima11 " u.lone would hu.ve been 
reptLid. 'l'here is tLllother reason why it is 
convenient-I m,ty a.lmost Sfty ueeesi;a.ry­
to maintain ou1· own cloel.::. ,vhen a ship 
is put into dry clock for repairs to he1· 
bottom the Department C,Ln perform extrn 
work, such as repairs to machinery, paint­
ing or chipping. 'l'hat cannot be done in 
Sprostons' dock as they would require 
such work to be done by themselve�. 

Mr. CRANE: The comp,Lrison has been 



235 Comntittee of Siipply 30 NovEMBER, 1932. Committee of Supply 236 

made entirely between canying out repairs 
at Spro8tons' and the Govei·nment dock. 
When the dock was built there was a lot 
of a.ctivity in Mazaruni, but now there is 
not. In any case I do not know whether 
a, dry dock in the vicinity of the transport 
works could not be constructed at small 
cost so as to enable these repairs to be 
effected economically. Whenever you have 
to put a ship in dry dock at Mazaruni you 
have to incur expenditure on fuel in send­
ing the steamer thel'e for 45 miles and 
bring it back. All the steamers al'e con­
centrated in Georgetown and whatever wis­
dom there might have been in the dtty8 
when the dock was constructed I do not 
think the 8ame degree of wisdom obtains to­
day in mainttiining it. I do not think there 
is any workshop at Mazaruni. ·when ships 
al'e not there what do the men in the work­
shop do if there is no permanent work­
shop? The advantage is in having a work­
shop in Georgetown, and Government 
might well consider whether it should no� 
spend ,1 little more money on ,t dock in 
Georgetown for rep,Liring these steamel'S, 

Ml'. BRA88ING'l'ON : I am tLll admire!' 
of the Colonial 'l'ransport Service and I 
cert,Linly think there are engineers in it 
who can carry out these repairs equally ,LS 
well as Sprostons. But we have to look 
further than that-we have to look at the 
£. s. d.-and I should like to hear how 
often the dock is used. If it is only used 
occasionally and you lmve to send men to 
do work when it is required it resolves 
itself into a question of cost. I would 
like to see the Department have its own 
workshop, but in these days when every 
penny is needed pressing economies hiwe 
to be considered as against economies that 
will take yea�·s to repay themselves. 

Tai:: COLONIAL 8ECB,ET.A.RY : I s,tid 
what had been spent ,Lt Spt'Ostons on 
the " Queriman" last year was $2,421. I 
could not give a compat·ison of what the 
repairs would have cost at the Mazaruni 
Station. ·what I say is we have to reduce 
the cost to a unit, and we know that it 
cost us only 6,1 cents a square foot to 
repair a phte ,L8 against a cost of $168 at 
Sprostons. 

Mr. BRA88ING'l'ON: In c.;omparing 
these charges you have to take the over­
head e};penses of the firm. If the 11rans­
po1·t .Departnwnt had to inst,Lll machinet·y 

when you take into account the overhead 
charges it would make a very big differ­
ence. You must not take an isolated case 
but the whole bill fo1· repairs of a_.steamer 
for a·year if you are to arrive at •a fair 
estimate as regards the wisdom of getting 
work done at Sprostons or Mazaruni. 

Mr. GONSALVES: When this matter 
was considered by the Board the difference 
between paying Sprostons for repairs and 
what those repairs could be done for by 
the Department was so great that the 
Board had no alternative but to accept the 
views and figures submitted by the respon­
sible officer of the Department. As long 
as we feel that our engineers are capable 
of doing the work it would not be consis­
tent to adopt the attitude that other 
persons could more economically do the 
work than out· engineers. There is at 
M,Lz,Lruni a shed where the men work when 
ship& are taken there and I believe the 
implements necessary to do the work are 
t,Llrnn down bv the steamer. I have uever 
heard of any 

0

inconvenience or of the w01·k 
not being satisfactorily performed. The 
only ship it hai; not been found possible 
to dock there is the " Queriman " and I 
think the expenditure of $5,000 to widen 
the clock gates would be a desirnble expen­
diture. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I happen to be a 
Director of Sprostons and I think there 
might be some misunderstanding in regard 
to clocking and repairing steamers there. 
Sprostons ha,ve underta,ken to submit the 
cost of repairs to the Department ,Lnd to 
undertake repairs at their dock under the 
supel'visiou of the Department's engineer. 
I understand that any repairs are done at 
cost plus a small overhead commisbion 
between 2½ and 5 per cent. When this 
matter was informally considered those 
were the views expressed and were later put 
in writing to the Transport Department. 
We ha,ve a lot of competent men in George­
town with ,Ln empty dock and want to give 
them work. We can find work for them 
if Government would give us repairs of 
steamern mid are prepared to do those 
rep,Lirs ,Lt the minimum cost plus a small 
overhead charge. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not know that 
t,prostons have become philanthropists yet 
and I cannot conceive how they would be 
able to do work for the Department 
che11per thtLn it can with its own dock. 
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That is philosophy I cannot digest and 
arithmetic I would like to see worked out. 
It would work out in decimals !Lnd nothing 
else. It would be imprudent to abandon 
our own dock in order to give work to 
Sprostons. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I happened to be at 
Mazaruni on two occasions when work w1Ls 
going on and was surprised to see what· an 
excellent dock the Colony h1Ls got there. 
I was qqite satisfied that the work was 
being done efficiently and think Govern­
ment has an asset in that dock. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
hon. Member for Demerara River referred 
to the cost of sending a ste,uner to 
Mazaruni. The cost of sending a ship 
there is very small. On many occasions 
there is a mu·go to can·_y and a cargo to 
bring back in addition to what is brought 
by the ordinary ;;erviee. We have a 
workshop there but all neeessary tools to 
do work are taken from the workshop in 
Georgetown ,Lnd the men work night and 
day so as not to delay the ship longer than 
is possible. To have 1L slipway to accom­
modate the " Queriman " or " Tarpon " 
would be expensive and the easiest wav 
would be in a dry dock. The clock itself 
is 1L very well mitde structure and is never 
likely to be dam,iged in any way. The 
only parts requiring repafrs from time. to 
time are the wooden parts, but the dock 
gates arc of greenheart and will last a very 
long time. The hon. Member for Weste�n 
Essequebo refened to the questio11 of cost. 
I can assurn the hon. Membet· th,tt there 
is no Bo1u·d of which I have the honour io 
be Chairman or ,L member mot·e closely 
concerned with cost than the •rransport 
and Hi1rbour Board. The Board goes 
into every question and when it makes ,L 
recommendation as to cost I think it 
would be pretty col'l'ect. There am no 
overhead charges. All the ships with the 
exception of the "Queriman "-ten in 
number-go to the Mazaruni Station 
periodically for their repairs, usua.lly once 
a yeat· and as a rule there is a steamer in 
the dock once a month. If Government 
had no dock of its own we would be 
entirely dependent on Messrs. Sprostons 
and would gladly make any arrnngements 
nece�sa.ry, but even though they are pre­
pared to do the wot·k at the price we do 
it we would still. have to pay them wme 
.small commission in addition to the actual 

cost of the work. It cuts both ways. I 
appreciate that if we give this work to 
Sprostons we shall be giving work to their 
employees, but if we do not do this work 
om·selves we would probably not be 
employing so many men in our own work­
shop. vVe are also very fortunate in lmv­
ing a firm like Sprostons with a dock 
where expert wod;: on shipping can be 
executed. Government ste,Lmers from 
Trinidad and Surinam come to this dock 
for overhaul, but it would cost us more 
than itt present if we use Sprostons' dock. 

fteru put, and agreed to. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : I want to 
bring to the notice of the Council the 
freight rate on cattle. The rate was 
increased during the War and it has 
remained nt the same figure until to-day. 
Shipping a wagon-load to Georgetown 
it cost on the average $2 per head 
,Lnd below a wagon-load between $2.40 
mid $3.60. That rate needs revision and 
I hope the Transport Depal'tment will 
consider it. Goods are taken to New 
AmsterchLm from Georgetown at the same 
mte as to intermediate stations. That is 
unfair to people living on the Coast 11 dis­
tance of 25 ot· 40 miles. I am also 1tsking 
the Board to consider that question from 
the point of view of fixing a reasonable 
mte according to the distance of the 
star.ion. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : It does not need any 
argument to convince one that this is a 
matter in which something ought to be 
done. Rates were raised owing to war· 
conditions ; now everything is below nor­
mal and still the rates ar·e the ,,;ame. 
Freight rntes 011 the steamer 011 the Berbice 
River are abo t·idiculous. ' The ntte for 
bringing one animal.from Parndise, a dis­
tance of nearly 160 miles, is the same as 
for bringing an animal from Rossfield, a 
dist11nce of 2+ miles. The steamers on 
this river hav°e very little accommodation 
for second-class passengers, and passengers 
cattle and pigs are huddled together. If 
the first-class fare were reduced nearly 
everybody would travel first-class owing to 
the great inconvenience of trnvelling second­
class. The Department ought to address 
itself immediatelv to the reduction of fares 
and freights and • the relief of passengers 
from the inconvenience they now suffer. 

1\ir. DE AGUIAR: There is a great deal 
in the representatio11s of the hon. Member 
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for Western Ber·bice. The Department is 
faced with competition by water so far as 
freight to New Amsterd,tm is concerned 
and its rate on merchandise shipped to 
New Amsterdam is very low indeed. The 
position with respect to the shipment of 
merchandise by rail between Georgetown 
and Rosignol is entirely different,. We 
have increased the licence on buses, and 
made it very difficult for merchandise to 
be carried by buses, and the time i:,; ripe 
for the DepaL"tment to L"evise freight rateH 
in this direction. The position· is that 
where there is no competition freight rates 
are high and where there is competition 
the rates ar·e low. 

Mr. SEAFORD : It is well known all 
over the world th,it competition has to 
come into every dealing. The Board is 
constituted of very keen businessmen. 
They have been reduc,ing fares and I ,im 
prepared to leave the fixing of freights in 
their hands. The Trans po, t Department 
is supposed to be run as a business pro­
position a.nd interference with freight 
would nmke things very much wor:,;e than 
they are at the present time. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The BeL"bice River is 
the only mea11s of transpo1·tation and 
it is in ,L diffeL"ent category to other 
routes. The inconvenience to ,;econd-class 
passengers is intolerable and the nuisance 
ought to be abated at once. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This 
.Department, a,lthough under the control 
of Government m1d ha,s ,L statutory Boal'd, 
is first and foremost ,1 business concern, 
,Lnd I do not think you can deny to it a.s ,L 
business concern the privileges which a,re 
adopted by all business firms. The 'l'rnns­
port Department should be allowed the 
-same privileges, »s what you lose on the
iswings you get on the roundabouts. One
of the principles of rnilway trade is that
the charge is always cheaper on a long
joumey than on a short journey. In othE>r
wo1·ds, it is less costly to carry one ton of
goods 100 miles tha.n to carry it 25 miles.
Questions in connedion with freights a.nd
fares are just such as we wa.nt to refer to
Mr. Cooper when he visits the Colony,
and he might be able to give us a, valuable
formula on wha.t we want advice. Freight
·on livestock is a matter that ma.y be gone
into, but it must be remembered tlmt the
,moving of livestock is an expensive

business. It means carrying cattle trucks 
down to a siding, leaving them there for a 
day or two and removing the cattle after­
wards. If we can have a whole train-loiLd 
of cattle then we can reduce the rate. 
Now we get a truck with four or five head 
of cattle and we are a,sked to put a 
tl'Uck there and leave it for a day. 
If we could start a train fram Rosignol 
on specia,l occasions as a cattle train, 
and fill it all the way at a time when it 
woulrl not interfei-e with other services, it 
would be possible for us to reduce the rnte. 
for c,Lttle. vVe carry goods to New 
Amsterdam at a very cheap rate because 
we are in opposition to tmnsport by 
w,Lter, and as tL business we have to com­
pete for that. 

The hoo. Membe1· for Berbice River has 
rnised a very important point. That 
point lms given me very much thought 
and the Board has considered it 011 many 
occasions. Tt i,; true tlmt passengers 
trnvel on the lower deck and if there is 
livestock they trnvel t9gether. That is 
an undesirnble state of idfai1·s, but, unfo1·­
tuna.tely, we lrnve no altemative. vVe 
lmve also to rnmembe1· that the stea.mer 
service has for ,L pet·iod of years failed to 
show a profit or a return on the expeases. 
We h,we tried reducing fa1·es with 110 

result and incre,L8ing fares with no bet-ter 
result. It is purely a question of the 
business of the Colony. vVhen the busi­
ness of the Colony improves ,L111l people 
could buy more produce, a.nd it pay8 to 
8end more produce from the Berbice 
River to New Amsterdam or Georgetown 
a.nd from the North We8t District and 
the Pomeroou, I can assure hon. Members 
that the Boal'd will be quite willing to 
consider tL reduction of freights the 
moment we can show a profit on any par­
ticular line. \1/e know exactly what every 
train earns am! wh,Lt it costs, and in the 
same way every stea.mer to the NoL"th 
\.Vest District. Unfor·tunately, with the 
present freight on our stea.mcrs, I do not 
think there is a single sPrvice that shows 
a profit. '..L'his point will not be over­
looked and if, and when, it is possible to 
do so we will provide more ac!Pquate pro­
vi�ion for p,tsse11gers. \,\Te might try 
throwiug open the tirst-dass ,Lt a lower 
rate, but before I ca.n say anything definite 
I should like to discuss the matter with 
the Board and the Board would have to 
go into it carefully and work out citlcula­
tions. 
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Mr. ELEAZAR: If first-class fores are 
reduced people would travel first-class. 
The poor man is bound to travel with the 
pigs whether he likes it or not. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The Trnnspo1·t 
Department has undertaken to look into 
the matter. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I ask 
that item 3 (P1·opor·tion of pension to Mr. 
S. H. Bayley, $816) be 1·everted to. The 
sum $816 is not a col'l'ect calculation and 
it should be $1,176. 

Item inc1·eased accordingly. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
net deficiency to be provided is lji88,37 4 
instead of lji87,797 anrl I move th,Lt tho 
item be i11c1·eased to that figure. I u.lso 
move the insertion as item 2 "Extrn­
ordinary expenditure 011 Renew,1ls and 
Replacements $26,300," m,Lking the total 
ljill-l,67 4. 

Question put, iLnd agreecl to. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I should like to 
draw attention to the unsatisfacto1·y and 
im1dequate steamer service between Bartica 
1i.nd Aurora. At every Annm1l Sessi<Ht 
I have ple,1ded with Govemment to give 
the people in Essequebo more considern­
tion in regard to trnvelling. People in 
Essequebo cannot get to Georgetown on 
three days of the week and I receive weekly 
complaints of what they consider the 
unfafr tren,tment they receive. The only 
means of communic�Ltion between P,u·ika, 
Aurora nnd Wakemrnm is by steame1·. J 
plead with Government th11t something 
may be done to improve those conditions. 
The increase of rice production in Esse­
quebo is sufficient to entitle it to :L rlaily 
service. The Colonial Secretarv said there 
is no profit on the steamers, bi.{t this is a 
question that must be considered above 
any question of mere profit and loss. If 
Essequebo had a vil'ile repeesentative on 
the Board he would be hammering at it 
for a better service. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : As 
there is no rep1·esenti1tive on the Board 
of the Essequebo district that district 
is the special child of the Chairman. 
It is tl'Ue tha.t there used to be a dnily 
service to Essequebo ; it has been re­
duced simply on the grounds of economy, 

The Parika Legnan-Adventure service is 
the le.a.st paying service. ·when crops 
a.re moving extra stea.mers are put on 
and there is no inconvenience. It would 
be interesting to the public to know 
the actual loss sustained by the steamer 
services. The only service that pays is 
the· Demer:i.rn ferry, which made a surpluR 
of $5,279 over operating costs, but if we 
add the proportion of sinking fu11cl charges 
the losR is $14,393. The loss on the Ber­
bice feny (11lso for 1931) was $10,937, 
B,u·tica-Ad venture-Leguan $19,435, Pom­
eroon $11,560, North West District 
$5,874, Berbice Rive1· $9,176, Moruka 
launch $2,857, Canje launch $285. 

M1·. ELEAZAR: I rlo not think the 
Tmm1po1·t Department should be consid­
ered pu1·ely aR a oommercinl concern. The 
service w,1s inauguntted bec1tuse it was 
thought tlmt fares and freights could be 
reduced and people could get more con­
venience with an undertaking of their own. 
It i� not pl!1ying fair with the tommunity. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Sprostons used 
to get a subsidy of $82,000 and it is cor­
rect that Sir 'vValter Ege1·ton pointed out 
that the service would not be mernly a 
commercial concem. I do not believe 
that Members would have given their vote 
for the inauguration of the service if they 
thought facilities would have been cut down. 
It cnnnot be looked at purely from the com 
mercial point of view but from the point 
of view of the convenience of the inhabi­
tants of the Colony. 

Mr. CANNON: I was here when the 
matte1· was discussed and voted against 
Government because I was satisfied that it 
was a retrogmrle step and that what has 
been complained itbout to-day would 
h,1_ppen. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I need not go further 
than say that the hon. Member for West­
ern Essequebo cannot expect the same 
prosperity from Essequebo to-day. In 
the days he speaks of the1·e we1·e about six 
estates, and surely he ca.nnot expect the 
management to run the same number of 
boats. Where are the people to come 
from? 

Mr. BRASSfNGTON: Does the hon. 
Member wnnt to convey that becAuse there 
is only one estate in Essequebo the people 
are not entitled to the s1tme convenience 
u.nd facilities? lt is u.n tmfortunate remark 
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to make that the convenience of any place 
must be considered only from the angle of 
sugar. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I did not suggest any­
thing of the kind. I was simply quoting 
the hon. Member himself ,1s he has often 
stated t,hat when :t chimnPy goes down 
prosperity ceases. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The matter will be 
b_rought before the Board and they will 
give consideration to it. It is necessary 
to look at the matter as a whole. 

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES. 

Mr. CRANE : When the District 
Administration Committee considered the 
question of carrying out retrenchment in 
the various Departments it recommended 
that the work of the Immigration Depart­
ment wuld easily be performed by placing 
at the disposal of the Registrar-General a 
staff sufficient to c�uTy out the remaining 
work of immigration with which t,J1e 
Colony is concerned. Immigration has 
ceased since 1917 but the Colony is never­
theless pledged to carry out its contract 
with Indians, and there are still many of 
them here who might claim to be repatri­
ated and Government will have to find the 
money and make the anangements for that 
purpose. Government has not given effect 
to the recommendation of the District 
Administration Committee but has opened 
a new head" (a) Immigration and Repatria­
tion" with a First Class Officer, a Fifth 
Class Clerk and Interpreter and two Inter­
preter Clerks. If these Interpreters were 
put under Registration of Births, Deaths 
and Maniages you would have the identi­
cal service given to Indians without any 
overhead expenditure, and not a single 
hardship or disadvantage would be suffered 
by the Indian population because the staff 
woulU still exist for the purpose of this 
work. I submit tha,t the best arrangement 
is that recommended by the Committee 
and Government should consirle1· whether 
it should not next year, if not t,his year, 
include this expenditme under Head XI. 

M:r. ELEAZAR : I think Government 
is well advised not to follow blindly the 
recommendations of the Committee because 
it appears to me they did not appreciate 
fully the difference in clet·ical and technical 
duties. I think Governmef\t should pro­
ceed as it is doing when i,t fiµds that it has 
been badly advi&ed, 

Mr. GONSALVES: The complaint of 
the hon. Member for Demerara River is 
that this work might be done under Head 
XI. 

THE COLONIAL SECRE'l1ARY : After 
the cessation of immigration it was con­
�idererl that economy could be effected by 
closing down the Department, but the 
records of births, marriages and dea,ths 
and of return passages to Indiil have to be . 
very carefully kept. I went into the 
matter ve1-y carefully with the late Surgeon­
General and reduced the staff as far as it 
was possible and at the same time milintain 
the efticiency necessary. The staff was 
reduced very considerably and in the 
interest of Government or the East Indian 
popula,tion no further reduct-ion should be 
,1ttempted at the pre8cnt time. The 
matter will be watched and the time may 
come when we shall be able to absorb the 
Department into the Registrar-General's 
Department without, any loss of efficiency. 
The records 11re kept at the T mmigration 
Oltice as there is not at the Registrar­
Genernl's sutlicient accommodation fo1· the 
register·s, which are constantly being re­
ferred to and are now kept in a strong• 
room and would entail the erection of a 
fireproof room elsewhere. 

SuPRE�rn CouRT. 

Mr. CRANE: I wish to plac·e on record 
the necessity for some better arrangement 
being made for the West Indian Coul't of 
Appeal. The dissatisfaction which is now 
felt by legal practitioners as well as the 
public is only allayed by the fact that 
they recognise that funds do not at present 
permit of adequate arrangements being 
made. It has been found that the arrange­
ment whereby the Chief Justices of the 
severnl Colonies l\omprise the Judges of 
the Court is not the best for the hearing 
of �Lppea,ls. The tendency has always been 
fol' the vi$iting Judges to be rnthe1· 
,mxious 1,o get back to their own Colonies, 
and whether it is w or not in ,uitual prac­
tice the public have ga,ined the impression 
that the work is rushed and the considera­
tion of matters is not as full >LS it other­
wise would be. The only system which 
would give complete satisfaction is that 
by which a permanent Chief Justice is 
appointed who would travel from place to 
place and have an opportunity of studying 
the various systems of law of the Colonies 
in which he wo1,1ld preside ovei· appeals, 
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The la\v of this country has for several 
hundred years been Rom,1n -Dutch law aud 
remained so until 1916, It still crops up 
in several matte1·s which eng11ge thP atten­
tion of the Cou1·t sincP there are many 
people who are protected under the 
Roman-Dutch bw. \Vhen you get Judges 
who have not macle a study of the system 
of Roman-Dutch h1w and tlu,y have to 
lay down the htw on a point of that law 
you at once see the unsatisfactory position 
that arises. That the Judge should not 
be versed in that system of law is a grea,t 
defect. A pennanent Chi,,f Justice would 
have to guide his Court and be familiar 
with the diffe1·ent syi;tems of law in the
various ColoniPs. 

·· 

Another complaint is that the cost of 
taking appeals to the Cout"t is too high. 
It would seem to he the desire of those 
who 11re responsible for it to burk ,1ppeals 
and the procedurP of filing record is ,1 
burdensome one. There should be no 
obstacle to litigants proceeding with 
appeals. I hope GovP.t·nment will make 
some enquiries into the necessity for· lodg­
ing extra copies of the 1•e,:001·ds. In a case 
in which I w11s recently eng,1ged the print­
ing of the recot·ds cost over $200 and I 
had to lodge six copies besides those re­
qui rPd for the legal prnctitiouers in the 
case. The rules iire oppressive and liti­
g,u1ts are clissatisfierl, with the result that 
few appeals are lodged. 'l'h_a.t is a state of 
affairs that should not be allowed to exist. 
Unless this Court gives better satisfaction 
efforts are going to be made to· get this 
Colony out of the arrangement and revert 
to the old practice. 'l'he whole thing h,1s 
been worked in such a channel that there 
is very little to be clone. There are 
very few cases here and our Judges have 
to be travelling to the islands and we 
ar·e paying money and getting 110 satis­
faction. I crnve leave to ask what is 
the position of the C1 iminal Court of 
Appeal. I know that the 4uestion of 
expenditure imd the necessity of a third 
Judge has something to do with it, but in 
the debate on the Bill it was pointed out 
that pending the ability of the Colony to 
appoint a third Judge the public would be 
satisfied with the appointment acl hoc of 
one of the Law Officers of the Crown or 
other suitable person. The only reaso11 
Government can have for not giving eftect 
to the resolution of this House, which was 
followed. up by the publication of an 

Ordinance, is the question of money, but 
the question of money is not as urgent as 
in the case of the appointment of a, per­
manent Chief Justice for the vVest Indian 
Court of Appeal and Government in my 
opinion has no justification for holding up 
the Bill for the esta.blishment of a C1 ·iminal 
Court of Appeal. 

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon rncess. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The West Indian 
Court of Appeal is of no advantage to this 
country and we are not getting value for 
the money we are spending. vVhile the 
Chief Justice is away we have only one 
.Judge and we have had to make a make­
�hift of private practitioners. When 
qt:estions a1·ise on the Roman-Dutch law 
we have some terrible howler;: 011 the inter­
pretation of that system of law. Apa1·t 
from the expense of preparing cases for 
this tribunal there is always doubt whether 
you will get satisfaction, also the contin­
gency that when the Chief Justice is away 
we must be without his services. 

THE AT'rORNEY-GENERAL: The 
hon. Member for Demernra River in the 
course of his remarks 1·efer-rerl to tlrn ques­
tion of the establishment of a Court of 
Criminal Appeal. I may mention that the 
matter has perhaps become a little more 
difficult with the changes tlmt have taken 
place, but it is still engaging the attention 
of the Secretary of State and this Govern­
ment and it is hoped that proper provision 
will be made for the Colony to have the 
,1dvantage of such a Court. 

LAW OFFICERS. 

Mr. CRANE : I want to ask Govern­
ment for a statement of what is the posi­
tion in relation to the Assistant to the 
Attomey-Geneml. The of\ice1· who fills 
this position has been 11ppointed a Magis­
trnte, yet you keep him continuously in this 
11cting position and although the office is 
not filled you ktSk for an inc1·ement. I 
should like to hear what is the intention 
of Government as regards this unsatisfac­
tory state of things that has been prevail­
ing for i;he last three or fout· years. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
position is that the permanent office be­
came vacant when the permanent officer 
was appointed to another office. It is 
quite trqe th!!-t the present ot!ker has bi;ien 
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appoiutt•u rL MiLgistl'ate and has been 
attached to the Attorney-General's Depart­
ment. The fact is that the position is 
being temporarily filled by him, and I 
desire to say it is no sinecut·e. There is 
a good deal of necess,Lry work to be done, 
brgely in connection with criminal mat­
ters, and it is neceHsary :1.ncl requisite 
that there should be such an officer there. 
The present acting officer is a Magis-. 
trate and being seconded to this Depart­
ment he is necessarily paid out of the 
vote of the Department. In the meantime 
there is an acting Magistrate who is paid 
from the Magistrntes' vote. The incre­
ment is one that this otticer is entitled to. 

Mr. CRANE: The Attorney-Geneml 
tells us it is necess:L1·y that the officer 
should fill this office. We concede that. 
What we are asking is why is this office 
not filled. If the officer can do his work, 
and we all believe he can, he should be 
appointed to the post. Whilst he is ,Let. 
ing in this position he is appointed iL 
M1Lgistrate and we retain him iu this office 
and make makeshifts. \Ve have not said 
the office is a sinecure and should not be 
filled. There is plenty of work to be done 
and the office ought to be filled. If the 
oftice is not filled it does not seem to me 
that an office1· who does not hold the office 
permanently can draw an increment. An 
inct·ement is an increment to the oflice and 
none but the holder of the office can draw 
it. That points to the injustice to the 
piLrticular officer bec:iuse it admits that he 
is entitled to something over the minimum 
sum of $2,304. Vv e are not complaining 
about his getting $2,520 but wirnt to st>e 
the office filled. 

Tm COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
question whether this officer should be 
permanently appointed to assist the 
Attorney-General is still being considered. 
It will be remembered that last vear the 
hon. Member for Georgetown· North 
insisted that the actmi,l amount ;;pent on 
any Department should be shown on the 
estimates of that Department. That is 
not absolutely correct but we did it at the 
special request of Elected Members. The 
proper way is not to show this item under 
this vote but under the Magistrates' vote 
and to put a note here that the office is 
yacant and the duties are performed by it 

Magistrate and his salary provided under 
that head. If the salary of the Assistant 
to the Attorney-General is left out alto-

gctlwr untlei· r.l1i>< hee1d wP �hall have to 
mtLke additional provision on the Magis­
trates' vote for the acting officet' who is 
performing these duties. The officer is 
entitled to an in<.;rement and it would be 
properly shown nuder the head of Magis­
trates but as his sahu·y is transferred under 
this head we have to show the increment 
here. 

Tm; CHAIRMAN : The point raised by 
the hon. Member is appreciated by Gov­
ernment. I think tlwre ought to be a 
sollltion of the question and H, definite 
iLppointment made. One of the questions 
1·aisecl by the Financial Commissioners 
,nis n·garding the w•cessity for. the 
appointment. Tlw 81!cretary of State 
agre1•d t,h,Lt the o tticer who is acting in the 
appoint1m•ut should continue to do so, but 
it was pointed out that it was an injustice 
to him because lw was well deserving of 
promotion to a .Magistracy, and if he was 
kept, as A,;sistant to the Attorney-GPneral 
he would not get pl'Omotion to the Bench 
,is a NliLgistrate. He was then promoted 
as a Magistrate on ,L J.Vlagistmte's pay. I 
think it is an ,,ppointment which meets 
with everybody's approval. The point has 
been quite rightly raised that a Magistrate 
is doing the work of Assistant to the 
Attorney-General. That work at the 
moment is certainly onerous imd we have 
chosen this M,Lgistrate to act as Assistant 
to the Attorney-Geneml, a post for which 
he is well fitted. I think there is a good 
deal of weight in wlmt has been said by the 
hon. Member and I will put the matter 
again before the Secretary of State. 

Mr. CRANE : The other point is that 
if the salary ch-awn this year is $2,304 and 
t,he salary proposed to be paid next year 
is $2,520 there iR a difference of $216; 
In neither office is the annual increment 
$216; in both cases it is $120. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
position in regard to that is that the 
officer's appointment dates back as Magis­
tr,ite to the period when he was acting as 
lVIagistrate and then appointed to act as 
Assista.nt to the Attomey-Genernl. He 
was allowed the minimum sah1.ry of a 
Ylagistrate, $2,400, and $120 is the incre­
ment he would get on that salary in the 
ordinary course of events. 

Mr. SEERAM: I am glad to hear that 
this office will be filled. There is no do-qbt 
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that the officer is competent to fill the 
post, and I think preference should be 
given to him and he_ be recommended. 

Tm,: COLONIAL SECRETARY : A1·is­
ing out of the discussion I ask hon. 
Members to state whether they prefer the 
present method continued or suggest tha,t 
Govemment should go bftCk to the proper 
way of presenting thesfl ERtimates. If it 
is decided to go back this office will be 
shown as vacnnt and we would then have a 
correct presentation of the Estimates. 

Mr. CANNON : For my p,trt I will not 
go back to that arrangement. 

MAGIS'l'RA'l'ES. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We have five Magis­
trates and there is an item for m1 addi­
tiona.l Magistrate. In my view you <lo 
want an additional Magistrnte. On thfl 
East Coa,st there were two Couds ftt 
Plaisance and at other centres one ,L week ; 
now the Courts are reducerl to once a fort­
night and there is tremendous hardship 
and continuous complaint. The Financial 
Commissioners came hero and gave advice 
on something they knew absolutely 
nothing about, as is exemplified by their 
recommend,�tion that we do not wm1t 1Ln 
Attorney-General in thiH Colony. Gov­
emment saw the silliness of that recom­
mendation u.nd has not given effect to it. 
There is a limit where economy is too 
expensive and may lead to parsimony of 
the worse type. The founrhttion of the 
Administr·ation of Justice in the Colc,ny 
has been very badly shaken and the coun­
tt·y is under graver dissatisfaction than 
Gove1·nment can ever conceive. 

Mr. SEERAM : At the p1·esent time 
both litigants and practitioners are suffer­
ing greatly by hiwing to attend the Courts 
repeatedly over the same case. It i;; no 
fault of the Magistrates becituse they ,tre 
working very hard and are doing thei1· 
very best. Some Courts iu·e opened at 8 
and some at 9 o'clock, and Courts are held 
on Saturd,tys on the Eu.st Coast and ·west 
Coast, Demerara. N otwithstan<ling th,tt 
the Magistrates cannot cope with the work. 
In these Courts preference is given to 
Police cases and it very often happens that 
there is a number of them. Postpone­
ments necessitate trn,velling of litigants 
and their witnesses, which is expensive. It is 
&lso not io accord with the dig1iity of the 

pos1t10n of a Magistrate that he should be 
perambulating from Georgetowu to the 
East Coast and from the1·e to the West 
Coast. The solution is the appointment of 
,tnother Magistrate. 

Mr. FREDERICKS: My view is that 
extreme retrenchment is dangerous to any 
organised State, but ill-judged retrench­
ment undermines any State. In coun­
trieH like this there is nothing more neces­
sary th,Ln that the Court should be on 
the highest estimate of the population. 
These Courts which hold the balance be­
tween man ,and mitn must be dignified and 
must be kept at such a state as would 
make for the good of the whole country. 
At the present time one is sometimes 
,tghast to see how justice is being adminis­
tered in Magistrates' Courts owing to want 
of time. Imagine a Magistrate saying''. Mr. 
X, I cannot give you any more time, I 
have too much work." Cfrcumstances 
which give rise to such utte1·ances are dis­
graceful when brought about by any kind 
of retrenchment, and that kind of retrench­
ment is a danger to the State. Dignity is 
another n.spect. A Mi�gistrate may send 
his cle1·k to tell a practitioner, or drop 
him a line saying, " I shall hold a Court at 
Buxton at 6 o'clock or somewhere else at 7 
o'clock." The administra,tion of law is not a 
thing you can fling about like some boys 
pl!tying with it lemon in a field. Lawyers 
suffer that kind of ti-eatment when they 
should not suffer it. Through pressure of 
work, circumstances which are not dis­
closed to the public and are known to very 
few people in the country, the Magistrate 
tells a practitioner he would have his c11se 
heard at 8 o'clock in the morning and the 
unfortunate practitioner has to go there 
because he has t!tken the client's money 
11nd if he does not go he is hauled 
before the Prnctitioners' Committee. The 
number of Magistrates is not adequate for 
he work to be done. It is time that the 
community should know aud ask Govern­
ment to look into this matter. It is 
wrong and it is undermining justice. \Ve 
have another spectacle of Magistrates 
acting all the time, and half the time they 
do not know what to do. Each man on 
the Bench should be there independently 
and should not be looking at one side of 
the compass or the other. The arrange­
ment whereby Cout·ts are held weekly or 
fortnightly on the East Coast is bad 
retrenchment and at the present time we 
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do need a re-arrangement of the Magis­
tracy. The public ought to be considered 
in every way and in eve1·y degree as there 
is grave dissatisfaction with the way that 
the Court,s are carried on. 

Mr. CANNON: Not being a fully 
qualified member of.the legal pi·ofession I 
must be pardoned for taking part in this 
debate. I move that item 1 (a) be reduced 
by $2,520. My reason is that one of the 
five MagistrateR is provided for under 
"Law Officers " a,nd should not appear 
here. 

Mr. CRANE : There can be no doubt 
that the Colony is not being satisfactorily 
and properly served by five Magistrates. 
The arrangement whereby one Magistrate 
travel;; to the East Coast imd another to 
the West Coast during the.. next week so 
as to provide Georgetcnvn with two 
Magistrates at all times is a wholly un­
satisfactory anangement. The Magistrate 
has certain administrative duties such as 
the signing of summonses, war-rants and 
other processes and the public suffer great 
inconvenience both in the country and 
in Georgetown from .the pmctice which is 
now in vogue. The Magistrate finds it 
humanly impossible to complete hiH 
labour. The Government tolrl me that 
the reduction of the number of Magis­
trates to five waR an experiment. 'rhe 
period of that experiment has been long 
enough. The East Coast District is from 
Belfield to the Abai·y. That is a large 
district and at no sitting can the Magis­
trate get through his work. It has been 
made worse by his having to leave the 
district for a week and 'Come to George­
town, and the same applies to the \Vest 
Coast. There is very great cause for the 
complaint made to-day arid I hope Govern­
ment will do something to remedy the 
situation. I have my own view of tem­
pora1-y and acting appointments. There 
is a danger to the community in keeping. 
these various acting appointments out­
standing. With t.he Attorney-Genernl as 
the person to whom an acting Magistrate 
looks for his appointment, it is not in the 
interest of public justice that M,1gistrat.es 
should be kept unduly long in acting 
positions. It is Government's responsi­
bility to put the right man in the right 
place. It is becoming ,t scandal that 
Government is running at· least two of 
these office� with ai;:ti!1g pieµ for a!1 iµ" 

definite period of time. It is neither in 
the interest'·· of the Govel'llment 1ior of the 
general population rthat that state of 
things should continue. What I want to 
see as regards the J µdiciary and Magis­
tracy when appointments at·e ma.cle is not 
only that justice be done but tlmt justice 
should appear to have been done. As 11 

creole I desire preferment for every creole. 
I regret that those in authority have not 
seen the necessity for an interchange of 
these officers between one country and 
another. There should be no suggestion 
that the envil'onment of 11n oflicer has 
cramped his discretion, and I want to see 
everyone who is fit and qualified given 
appointment in the proper environment. 
Unless the hon. Member for New Amster­
dam has ,1 bette1· suggestion I am 
asking that this hear! be left over. in 
order th,1t Govemment mi1y make a 
pronouncement upon our· ,1pplication to 
increase the number of Magistrates by 
one. Govemment can without increasing 
the estimates make the additiomil i1ppoint­
ment and all that rem11,ins to be done is to 
give an undert11king for the employment of 
six instead of fi vc. 

Mr. GONSAL YES : Seveml speakers 
have emphasised the difficulties which are 
being experienced and I join in the appeal 
for consideration of the question of 
,1ppointing an additional M,1gistrate. A 
few years ago there were nine Magistrates 
-two in Georgetown, two in Berbice, and
one in the East Coast, "\Vest Coast, Dem­
erM·,1 River, Pomeroon and North West
Districts. At the present time there are
only five. The administ1·ation of justice
is a very important m11tter and gre>Lt care
must be exercised when economies are
intended in that direction. There is no
doubt that there is far t.oo much w01·k to
be pe1·£onned by these Magistrates. As
on the East and \.Vest Coasts, a good deal
of the civil work in Georgetown is post­
poned fo1· a fortnight in 01·de1· that the
work of one M,1gistrnte should not be
thrown on the other. This Council passed
legislation for certain cases to be deter­
mined by the Chief Commissar·y in order
to relieve the l\fagistrate in Georgetown
of these cases. 'rhese cases are still being
put before the Magistrate, however,
although the work can very well be done
by the Commi�sary.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: This matter i,:i not 
oµ� in which only the legal Me1"Qbers of th� 
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House are interested but the whole com­
munity and I hope I will be pardoned for 
intruding in the debate. From the 
remarks of the various speakers it does 
appear that there is something wrong. 
From my own constituency I have received 
numerous complaints about delays in the 
trial of cases, due to the shortage of 
Magistrates and to the Magistrate of the 
district having to perform duties also in 
Georgetown. A case begun a fortnight ago 
has been postponed until the 12th January. 
When that case is resumed how can 
you expect the Magistrate or legal practi­
tioner to remember all the facts. The 
present acting Magistrate might be relieved 
of his appointment and another called 
upon to complete that case. That is very 
unsatisfactory. We have hear·d of the 
danger to the community of these acting 
appointments. It has been said that when 
these men are withdrawn from their acting 
appointments they .are unable to enjoy the 
practice they previously enjoyed, because 
as the. result of these acting appointments 
they create enemies and it interferes with 
their practice when they resume. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : I regret that I shall 
have to compress within the short time at 
my disposal the remarks I have to make 
on this subject. I will therefore deal with 
the more important aspects of the matter. 
By statute (Cap. 9, section 45) the sittings 
of the Magistrate's Court in Georgetown 
are regulated in relation to statutory time. 
It is provided the1·e that the Magistrate 
shall attend for the purpose of administer­
ing justice in the district from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. of each day. That provision applies 
only to Georgetown and it is in relation 
to that provision that I desire to say a 
few words. Owing to the impossibility of 
the work in these Courts being concluded 
without extension over a series of days it 
is now the practice to summon witnesses, 
litigants and other persons to appear at 
as early an hour as 8 or 9 o'clock, as the 
case may be. That is against the law. If 
these people do not care to attend you can­
not make them, but it is being done by the 

Magistrates in order that the work should 
be expedited, or that they should be able 
within the time at their disposal to dis­
pose of the huge mass of cases accumulat­
ing from day to day. Members of the 
public attend in obedience to a summons, 
some out of fear and chiefly out of respect, 
and members of the profession to their 
credit do uot impede the work of the 
Court and advise their clients to accom­
modate the Court in that direction. But 
I wish Government to understand that by 
so doing they are accommodating Govern­
ment and this state of things cannot con­
tinue an<l must not be allowed to con­
tinue. If members of the legal profession 
wish to impede the business of the 
Court they could, easily anange that their 
respective clients should not attend on a 
summons that states that the Court is to 
be held at 8 o'clock. It also often 
happens that; the vrork of the Court is 
carried on "after 4 o'clock. That is 
another direction in which members of 
the public are meeting the Government. 
It is quite unnecessary to labour that 
poiqt, and I do not wish any undue pub­
licity to be given to it, but it is a fact 
that but for the accommodation that is 
being given to Government by members of 
the public, very greatly assisted by law­
yers, several of these cases that are'allowed 
to be disposed of between 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. would not be either heard or deter­
mined. Therefore in appealing to Govern­
ment to remedy that state of affairs I think 
it is time that some attention should be 
paid to representations made in this way. 
Another very great inconvenience which we 
suffer is that owing to one Magistrate hav­
ing to do magisterial work in, two districts 
it frequently happens that a case is com­
menced on the eve of the transfer of the 
Magistrate and on his return to the dis­
trict he has to refresh his memory on that 
case, and I have heard Magistrates confess 
to a difficulty of being able to remember 
everything that has transpired in cases 
part heard . 

The Committee resumed and adjourned 
until the following day at 11 o'clock. 




