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The Council met at 12 noon, His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon
Lethem, ¥K.C.M.G. President in the
Chair.

PRESENT:

The President, His Excellency the
Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Myr. E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O0.B.E,,

K.C. (New Amsterdam).
The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E.
(Georgetown North).
The IMon. J. A. Luckhoo, K.C.
(Nominated).
The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central

Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Norni-
nated).

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomi-
sated ).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. Perecy C. Wight, O.B.E.
(Georgetown Central).
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The Hon. J. Gonsalves. O.B.E.
(Georgetown South).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.

{ Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice).

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C.
(Eastern Demerara).
The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North

Western District).

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara
River).

The Hon. Q.B.E.

(Nominated).

J. W. Jackson,

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice
River),

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council, *held on Tuesday, 11th July,
1944, as printed and circulated «yepe
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.
WEST Co0AST SEA DEFENCES.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Mr.
McDavid) communicated the following
message :—

MESSAGE NO. 2

Honourable Members of the Legislative
Council:

It will be recalled that in February this
year abnormally high tides and strong
winds caused severe damage to the sea
defences between Union and De Willem,
West Coast, Demerara, which gravely
endangered adjacent Government and

private property. Acting under section
11 of the Sea Defence Ordinance, 1933,

the Governor in Council on 29th Feh-













































497  Reconstruction
distance between those two places. If
he or ten men like him could give an
estimate of what the works will cost
we would be in a very happy position.

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: I am wnot
going to pose as an expert on sea
defence—maybe the hon. Member for

North Western District (Mr. Jacob)
is an expert, but I think a little fore-
sight on his part would have carried
him to the

point that there was
great destruetion and likaly devas-
tation of the area in which
the  breach  occurred early  this
year. It is  only  wise that

those who know about matters of this
kind should first of all carry out tem-
porary works. They have to clear the
area and lay foundation for permanent
works to be done. An estimate has heen
clearly given and in detail, that the
works are likely to cost $700.000, and
I do not see why, because the Covncil
is only asked to vote an expenditure of
$100,000 this year, Government should
descend to particulars as to how that
money is to be spent. It is only part of
the whole expenditure. It is expenditure
which we have to meet at least for the
first year, and I fail to see what the
hon. Member's remarks were leading
to when he said that someone was hid-
ing something about this matter. I
happen to be a member of the Sea
Defence Board and I feel sure that the
Board has considered the matter very
carefully. T think that angels fear to
tread where fools rush in.

Myr. FERREIRA: I support the
motion. This work is essential and must
be undertaken. The situation was
undoubtedly alarming but I think I can
see what the hon. Member for Worth
Western Distriet (Mr. Jacob) is getting
at, and to a certain extent I agree with
him. He is advising caution and I do
advige caution in spending this money.
We know what has happened in the
past, and fér that matter, in the case of

certain  expenditure at Sisters in
Berbice quite recently, certain works
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were very badly carried out with
definitely inferior materials. If the hon.
Member considers it necessary to
advise caution I think he is perfectl:
in order, and those concerned would b
well advised to keep their eyes open.

Dr. SINGH: There were several
breaches along the West Coast and the
result was a state of emergency. Some-
thing had to be done and someone with
responsibility took the initiative in
order to prevent further destructicn.
Now the position is that permanent
reconstruction work has been planned for
the future. I therefore feel that I
should support the motion.

PO
Mr. DIAS: The hon. Member for
North Western District made reference
to the absence of the Chairman of the
Advisory Committee. He is not hera but
[ as a member of the Committee
would like to say that he is mistaken
in  Dbelieving that any member of the
Committee was competent to estimate
the nature of the work to be done and
revise these figures. We are not experts
in this branch of work. I am- sure
Government did not appoint me thave as
an expert.

Mr. JACOB: To a point of coirrec-
tion! 1 did not suggest they should
examine the estimates or covrect
figures. 1T suggest they should see thut
the money is properly spent.

Mr. DIAS: I understood the hon
Member to say that the plans would go
before the members of the Commiitee,
but they would not be any wiser as to
the calculations of the estimates. No one
would know about them as ne one had
any knowledge of them. I am sorry that
he has lost faith in the Committee. 1
am not going to remain there if the
public is going to lose confidence in
the work that the Committee hag under-
taken and is doing. I can aszuve him
that the Committee is concerned with
the expenditure of Public Works funds
certainly not less than he is. We are
trying to do what we can in order fo
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.ee  that expenditure 1is properly
incurred and no waste takes place. We
aave so many lessons lately that tiney
.5e really the cause of considerable
xtra attention being paid so that
repetition will not occur. I do ask hon.
Members to have a little more confi-
dence in the Committee because it acts
48 an encouragement for one to
continue. One is discouraged by the
statement that the people have no
confidence in what is being done, and
to tell us that then there is no good
our staying there. We are giving
services willingly. The attendance is
growing larger at every meeting. We
have a considerable amount of work
and have actually gone into the country
and seen how the payments are made
on pay-day. We are not responsible for
those who know nothing about it. Ifor
example, one item struck me on the
estimates which called for a large and
alarming sum, but I could not criticize
it — Contingencies and supervision,
$97,000. That seems an extraordinary
sum of money to spend on a layman,
and yet it may turn out to be an insuf-
ficient amount. I was not able to eriti-
cize it as I did not know anything
about it, and not a single member of
the Committes was anv the wiser.

Mr. SEAFORD: In view of the
strictures made by he hon. Member
for - North Western District {Mvr.
Jacob), T think that in fairness to the
consulting  staff of the Drainage
Engineer's Office it should be stated
that the detailed plans for this work
have been discussed with Mr. Macdenald
who is an engineer on Sir Frank Stock-
dale’s staff and who was down here.
A very careful detail of the estimates
was also got out and checked over two
or three times, and then put before
the Sea Defence Board. Nzedless to say,
without implying any stricture in so far
as they are concerned, very few mem-
bers of a Board like that are competent
to express an opinion on the estimates
got out by the Engineers of the Depart-
ment. They are not there to go into the
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question of estimates; they are there
to see as much as possible that the work
is being carried out and they are bound
to take the advice of the Engineer. Also
in fairness to the Director of Public
Works, I think, I can say he is taking
every precaution he possibly can in the
matter. In order that the  work
should be carried out as economically
as possible he has appointed one
Assistant Engineer to do nothing else
but supervise this work. I know he is
giving it his own close attention as well.

.The estimates are put before the Board

and the members of the Board see them,
but they are really not capable of going
into the details of the work or express-
ing an opinion.

I do feel that these estimates, as
put before this Council today, give as
much detail as Members of this Council
are able to understand. But even so,
when they talk of *‘Underpinning wall
at $20 per foot,” how many Memibers
are capable of criticizing whether it is
high or low. I may point ont that in
estimating for sea defence work it is
very difficult to get absolutely precise
figures. As has been pointed out by the
hon. Member for Central Demerara, sea
defence work like any other work, which
depends on the sea which even King
depends on
the weather, rains etc. and all an engi-
neer can possibly do is to get out an
estimate as approximately near the
figure he thinks it will be. I can assure
hon. Members that every precaution is
being taken to look after the job and
to look after Government’s intevest
by the members of the Engineer's Staff
both of the Public Works and the Con-
sulting Engineer Offices.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: There
are just one or two points I would like
to refute—to use the words of the hon.
Member for North Western District --
{or the sake of record. He suggested

in his remarks some unusual or
incorrect procedure is being followed
in connection with the matter. The

positipn is this. On the 28th February,

































































