
I 

THE OFF.lCl
1

AL GAZETTE - -21ST SEPTEMBER, 1974 
LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 

Georgetown, 
Guyana, 

19th September, 1974, 

The following Bills which will be introduced in the National Assem­
bly are published for general information. 

M. B. Henry,
Deputy Oerk of the National Assembly. 

GUYANA 

BILL No. 29 of 197t

.... 

. 

,. 

PUBLIC HEALTH (SCHOOL CHILDREN) IMMUNISATION BILL 1974

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

SECTION 

1. Short title and commencement.
2. Interpretation.
3. Pjroduction of certificate of immunisation befor,e admission

to school' or day-care centre.
4. Powers of the Minister.
5. Penalties.
6. Power to amend the schedule.
7. Regulations.
8. This Mt to prevail over the Education Act.

SCHEDULE



138 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT-C 2'1ST SEPT., 1974 

A BILL

Intituled 

AN ACT to make provision for the immunisation of persons se.eking 
entry into �hoots and day-care centres against cerlain com­
municable diseases, and for oth� purposes connected, therewith. 

A.,o. 1974 Enacted by ,the Parliament of Guyana:-

,i�,�r:t 1. This Act may be cited as the Public Health (School
a,oo Children) Immunisation Act 1974, and shall come inito operation 
:;,0�rence- on f,UCh date as the Mllnister may, by order, appoint. 

Iol.er­
pret'ation. 

Schedu e 

.2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -
"certificate of immunisation" means a Cl$tificate signed 
by a Health Officer o�rtiifying that the person named 
therein is immune from a comm:Uni:cable disease, that 
is to say, the person has -

(a) been inoculated with serum and has had a success­
ful vaccination; or

(b) suffered from a comll\lllni'cable disease and acquir­
ed his own immunity;

�communicable disease" means any disease specified in the 
- �ed�e;

"day-care centre" means arty _premises, other than premises u� 
mainly as a private dwelling, where children abov:e the age 
of six months are received and taken care of for a day or 
part thereof; 

"H�alth Officer" means a duly qua ified medical practitioner 
r,egistered u,nder arcy- law for the time being in force In 
Guyana and includes any person authorised by the Ministry to 
administer vaccines; 

"parent" includes a guardian; 

"school" means an ,establishment or institution established main­
ly .for the purpose of providing education suitable for chil­
dren who have attained the age of three years, but have not 
attained the age of eighteen years; 

"Supervisor" means a person who is dil'\ectly responsible foir the
management, control and supervision of a day-care centre 
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diuring tbe hours when children are admitted and cared for 
therein. 

3. (1) Subject to subsection (2), no �rson shall be admit- �I'°
:�fil�a.te 

ted to a school � day-care centre ,unless that person produces a at :i)DlmJun1-
certificate of immun:iJs:ation to the Head Teaic®r or Principal of t!��0�':i 
the school, o_r the Supervisor, as the case may be. �;igr or 

(2) If a person produ1oes a ieertificate signed by a
Health Officer c;ertifying that immunisation against any commu­
nicable diseas� 1is not advisable on medical grounds, a certificate 
()Jf immunisation shall not be required for the pUjrpO� of subsec­
tion (1). 

(3) Where the production of a certifica� of immuni­
saition is not required with respect to a person by virtue of sub­
section (2), the Head Teacher or Principal of the school, or the 
Supeyvisor, as, the ca:sie may tie,, �hall enter the name of that 
person in a register kept for the purpose. 

dla,y-,care 
centre. 

4. If any communicable diJ ease becomes epidemic, or if Pl'\�·s 
an epidemic of any such disease rs threatened the Minister may, �n,is1�r. 
notwithstanding the proviSlions � section 3 (2), � notice -

(a) suspend persons whose names are recorded in
the register in p,urSU;ance of seotfon 3 (3) from
at1lendingi any school or day-cane centre; and

(b) direct that admission ito any school or day-care
centre shall be refused to eve·ry person who does
not comply' with the .provisions of section 3 (1).

5. Ev_ery Head Teacher or Principal of a 1sthool, and Penalties 
every Supernsor, who contravenes the provisions of -

(a) section 3 (1) or section 4 shall be liable on sum­
mary conviction to a fine of three hundred dol­
lars;

(b) section 3 (3) shall be liab1'e on summary convic­
tion to a fine of one hundred dollars.

6. The Minister may, by order, vary or amend the sche
dule or substitute a new schedule in p1ace thereof. 

PJwer t-0 
a.mtmd the 
schedule 
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Regulations. 

This Aot 

to 
J)ll"evaM 
over 
EdnJ�amton 
Alct 

Oap. 39: 01 

7. The Minister may make Riegulations for the DU!J>OSe
of canrying out the provisions of this Act. ·-

8.. This Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything to 
the contrary in the Education Act. 

Section 2. SCHEDULE 

B.C.G. (Calmet Guerin)
Diphtheria
Pertussis (Whooping Cough)
Poliomyelitis
Small Pox
Tetanus.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

New vaccines have been die..ieloped to immuinitse persons against 
fatal diseases. It is therefore desirable that in the national !interest every 
person shoul11d be vaccinated against such di'seases. 

This Bill aims at ensumng that children are immunised against 
sueh fatal diseases before they ent�r schools and day-care centres, since 
the early years of Ii.fie are the most cruicial when preventative measures 
should be taken. 

(Bill No. 29/1974) 
(H-7 /3/1) 

0. M. R. Harper,
Minister of Health. 
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