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SWORN CLERK AND· NOTARY PUBLIC (CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY) BILL 1993
ARRANl'.!EMENT OF SECTIONS

I. Short title.
2. �ndment of section 9 of the High Court Act. 3. Ainendment of section 3 of the Deeds Registry Act.
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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the High Court Act and the Deeds R.egistry 
Act to provide separate examinations for sworn clerks undel' 
the High Court Act and notaries public under the Deeds Reg­
istry Act. 

Enacted by the · Parliament of Guyana:-

1. . This Act may be cited as the Sworn Clerk and Notary 
Public (Certificate.. of Competency) Act 1993. 

,)a l 

2, (1) Section 9 ·of the High Court Act is hereby amended 
in the following manner - ' . 

(a) . by renumbering the section as subsection (1) of
section 9;

(b) in subsection (1). as so renumbered. by t� substitu­
tion for the full stop at the end of a colon and
by the insertion of the following proviso as the
proviso thereto -

"Provided that no person shall be ap­
pointed a sworn; clerk until he has been ex­
amined by and obtained a certificate of com_ 
petency from an examining board consisting 
of the Chief Justice, the Registrar and the 
State Solicitor or of any two of them, who 
ar.e hereby empowered and required to hold 
an examination whenever necessary.". 

(c) by 1the inserdon immediately after subsection (1)
of the. following �ubsections as subsections (2), (3)
and (4) �

i 

"(2) The Registrar and the Deputy Registrar 

... 

shall be deemed to be ex-officio sworn clerks . 
. � 

(3) Notwithstlnding anything in subsection
(1) a persort who -' .

(a) is an attorney-at-Jaw and who
within a period of five years prior
to his qualifying as such had at
least one year's experience as an



', 

; ·. ··•\; ··> ., '  
. assistant sworn clei:Jc .ln the � ··' ·,

try;or ,.· · 
., ''' ·. •."'' ' ... (b) is an artomey-at4aw of not Mi , ; · 

·ft di.an one year's standinga , . "'·

may � appointed a sworn clerk for such time · 
as he !day hold a puqlic office iq tlie .try. .

i 
:,;�··: 

(4) Pot the ptitpost!s ·(j(· aubsedt16ti. (3)
."Mtorney-at.Lfa�·. bas • Bline, ·!fleanidl· II· in the. · 1...e-1 Pfactitloners Aet/'. ·

Gaw. t:01 e-
; . .. .. 

r\ 3. The heeds ·Rl,11,M., Act is hereby �· ilt � �m
folowing manner _; ... i�!1.! ....

(a) in ·� 3, • ·11M· �.;.;i1t 

(i) in subsection (1). by the· deletion of tho\wdttM 
"swom .clerks." and �

.
If the words .. and

. 
. no 

. 'f • pilt'90ii shaft be appchted a swotn clerk";

(ii) m · su:Bseletion (3). by the deletion of the .
words "or swom clerk"� · .;, 

(b) lrni' sectiap. 4. ·-�·.: 

(i) in. subsections (l) and (2). by tho deletion .
of the woros "swom clerk and". 

('Ii) ,in subsection (3). PY lthe. deletion oh.... rds .
"sworn clerk or"; · • W ·

(c) in section 6,. by the substitution for the word.s ••.
sworn cletkfand:" of the word "or"; 

(d} in section 10 (1). by the· deletion of tho words
"swom clerk .": · · 

(e) in 
.
sectiou.w.1s. by the deletion of the words "sworn

clerk �; . . . 

(f) in section 24 (2). by the substitution for the words ..
.. SW0'1i clerk" of the· words· "notary public'\ 

EXPLANATORY':.MEMoRANDUM
' ' :� ,, ' 

Since 1966 · the Registry of. the Supreme Court and the Deeds Registry 
whicJi formed one registry with a registrar. �me $WP separate·· �stries.· the �

'¥.·· 
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form.er. being under the jurisdiction of· ,the •Chancellor. the latter under the 
Attorney General. 

For years vacancies in the registries for officers remained unfilled, the 
qualification therefor being ithe certificate of Sworn Clerk and Notary Pub­
lic. But it is diffi,cult to obtain this certificate since an officer of on.e registry 
cannot have the requisite on the job training of the other registry. where he 

t, '!idid hot 
work. The Hon. Chancellor of the Judiciary in an effort to alleviate !the acute 

problems arising from vacancies has therefore recommended �at in order to 
be promoted, officers should be examined. in the areas of their work experience. 
a registry officer in the Supreme Court Registry should be required to pass 
an examination of competency as a sworn clerk only. and an officer in the 
Deeds Registry. an examination as a notary public. 

Accordingly this Bill. sec:ks to amend two Acts, the High Court Act. Cap. 
3:02, to provide for the holding of an examination for sworn clerks only and 
the 'Deeds Registry Act. Cap. 5:01, to provide for the holding of an examination 
for notaries public. 

Bernar<l, €: Desantos
Attorney General 

and Minister of Legal Affairs . 




