BILL No. 1 of 1993 Thursday 4th March 1993

-— —

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,
Public Bpil g

Georgetown,
Guyaga.
1998—03—04.
The following Bill which will be introduted in the National Assembly is
published for general imformation,
F. A. Narain.

Clerk of the National Assembly.

GUYANA
BILL No. 1 of 1993

SWORN CLERK AND ‘NOTARY PUBLIC
(CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY) BILL 1993

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

SECTION
1. Short title.
2. Asbendment of section 9 of the High Court Act,
3. Amendment of section 3 of the Deeds Registry Act.



A BILL
Intituled
AN ACT to amend the High Court Act and the Deeds Registry
Act to provide separate examinations for sworn clerks under
the High Court Act and notaries public under the Deeds Reg-
istry Act.
A. D. 1988  Epacted by the Parliament of Guyana:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Sworn Clerk and Notary
Public (Certificate. of Competgncy) Act 1993.

Amendment 2, (1) Section 9 of the High Court Act is hereby amended
of section  jp the following manner —
9 of tha .
¢ High Court
P (a) by renumbering the section as subsection (1) of
section 9;

(b) in subsection (1), as so renumbered, by the substitu-
tion for the full stop at the end of a colon and
by the insertion of the following proviso as the
proviso thereto —

“Provided that no person shall be ap-
pointed a sworn'clerk until he has been ex-
amined by and obtained a certificate of com.
petency from an examining board consisting
of the Chief Justice, the Registrar and the
State Solicitor or of any two of them, who
are hereby empowered and required to hold
an examination whenever necessary.”.

() by ithe insertion immediately after subsection (1)
of the following subsections as subsections (2), (3)
and ¢4) —

“(2) The Registrar and the Deputy Registrar
shall be deemed to be ex-officio sworn clerks.

(3) Notwithstdtnding anything in subsection
(1) a persot who —

(@) is an attorney-at-law and who
within a period of five years prior
to his qualifying as such had at
least one year’s experience as an



. assistant sworn clerk jn the rdgis-
try:; or g

®) is an attomey-atlaw of not lesd G
4 than one year’s standings .

‘may be appointed a sworn clerk for such time
as he miay hold a public office in the registry. .

(@) For thé purposss of subsectiti (3
“attorney-atlaw” has the saine téaning 8

Caps 4:01 ift thé Legal Practitionets Act”. .
™ 8, The Deeds Regiétrf Act is hersby ineiidd im the A
following manner — -
B ¥
(a) in section 3 #

(i) in subsection (1), by the deletion of the wirds
“sworn clerks,” and of the words “and no
¥ i persoft shall be appointed a sworn clerk™;

{iiy in subisection (3), by the deletion of the
words “or sworn clerk”; @

®) % section 4, ¥

(i) in subsections (1) and (2), by the delesion
of the words “swom clerk and”.

(i) in subsection (3), by the deletion of
“sworn clerk or”; :

(c) in section 6, by the substitution for the words *,
sworn clerk#and™ of the word “or”;

(@ in section 10(l), by the deletion of the words
“sworn clerk ,”; '

(¢) in section 15, by the deletion of the words “sworn
clerk and; » o

(® in section 24 (2), by the substituion for the words
*sworn clerk” of the words “notary public™.

EXPLANATORY ‘MEMORANDUM

. . 3 s )
_ Since 1966 the Registry of the Supreme Court and the Deeds Registry
which formed one registry with a registrar, be;:ame iwo separate registries, the
A b ] »

S



4
former, being under the jurisdiction o'f’ the ‘Chancellor, the latter under the
Attorney General.

For years vacancies in the registries for officers remained unfilled, the
qualification therefor being ithe certificat¢ of Sworn Clerk and Notary Pub-
lic. But it is difficult to obtain this certificate since an officer of one registry

. cannot have the requisite on the job training of the other registry, where he
¥ Aid hot

work. The Hon. Chancellor of the Judiciary in an effert to alleviate the acute
problems arising from vacancies has therefore recommended that in order to
be promoted, officers should be examined in the areas of their work experience,
a registry officer in the Supreme Court Registry should be required to pass
an examination of competency as a sworn clerk only, and an officer in ths
Deeds Registry, an examination as a notary public.

Accordingly this Bill, seels to aménd two Acts, the High Court Act, Cap.
3:02, to provide for the holding of an examination for sworn clerks only and
the Deeds Registey Act, Cap- 5:01, to provide for the holding of an examination
for notaries public,

Bernard €: DeSantos
Attorney General
and Minister of Legal Affairs.





