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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the Customs Act. 
l�t"tf" � l 1 hu • •I� "I 1 

Enacted t>y the Parliament of Guyana:-
, 1·1,,, 

L. r,,._,,l'bis Act, which amends the Customs Act. may be cited
as the Customs (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1994 and shall be deemed 
to have come into operation on 1st April. 1994. 

. . 2� . 'the , Fifth .Schedule.. to the Principal Act is hereby 
amended in the following resf>ects -

,. 

(a) in paragraph 3. by the insertion, after subpara.
graph (5), of 1the followmg subparagraph as subparagraph (6) 

"(6) Where a declaration regarding the value of (oods 
has been presented under this Act and the Comptroller 
has reason to doubt the truth or accuracy of any of the 
particulars stated in the declaration or in any docu­
ment produced in support of the declaration or the · 
genuineness of any such document, the Comptroller may 
request the importer to produce further information. 

· including documents or other evidence. to satisfy him
that the declared value represents the total amount
actually paid or payaible for the imported goods. ad­
justed as provided in subparagraph (l); and if, after
considering the further information furnished to him
pursuant rli��t!' ch request, the Comptroller still is
in doubt ut truth or accuracy of the value of 
the impo� g \151 as declared, or ,the genuineness of 
any docutQCbt�produced in support of the declaration,
or whers � �i information requested for is not
produced- .Sy. tie iin�rter. it shall be deemed that the
transaction value of the imported goods cannot 'be de­
tenmned uader die pfci�ons of this paragraph:

A.D, UN 

l,"r 11 , (,,t , , r)\~ f J"'tfore-. t} • r~mdrolJ 
ProvtOCd that before the Com~roller comes to the 

c:c,q~n,~~tM,,~ ,value of the imported 
goods cannot be determined under the provisions of this 
paragraph, the Comptroller shall communi~ tp lM 
importer, i~~wnti.n81 iA,i~~ .b)I. fllerJrqporter_. ifie 
srawi4a tb,;¢.Qr,A.114, ~ i,tQppJ1t;Jn31ajl~.i,pven _,. rea. 
sonable opportunity to make ~ t.fe~ops he 
wants to make in regard m die matter and such repre-
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sentations shall be taken into consideration by the 
Comptroller: 

• I '- ,I ' ' � I 

Provide4 fufthet �t. Jl.Q persp,i �ll qe( beld _guHty 
of a criminal o�nce on .Jccount Qf, aJ.lY act pr omlssi9q 
co.mmicteo .b�, .lwn t,efQJ� ... the Pill� OJl v.rhicl\ \µe �ill 
for the enactment Q{ tWs ��t ,;&-_pub�hed in . �p 
Gazette, after assented to by the President. and which 
at · .&be time it was committed did not constitute an 
offence."; 

(b) ' by the iascrtioll. .after ,P',IJllgra.ph 9, of the follow­
ing paragraph as paragraph 110 -

••10. �othing in this Schedule shall 1be construed
� restricting or calling into question the 
right of the Comptroller to satisfy himself 
as to the genuineness. truth or accuracy of 
any statement, document or declaration 
presented for customs valuation purposes.". 

3. (1) .Everything done by the Comptroller, after 1st April, vllldallom
1994. and before the commencement of this Act. which would 
have been valid and lawful had the amendments made by this Act 
in the Principal Act being in operation when such thing was done, 
$ball be deemed to be, and always to have been, valid and lawful. 

(2) Where the procedure of the Comptroller in determining
the value of any goods imported into Guyana after 1st April, 1994, 
did not comply with the Fifth Schedule to the Principal Act. as 
amended by this Act, the Comptroller shall be entitled to reopen 
the determination and proceed to determine the value of the goods 
in accordance with the provisions of the aforesaid Fifth Schedule 
as so amended. within a period of one year from the commence­
ment of this Act: 

Provided that where immediately before the com­
mencement of this Act any proceedings are pending be­
fore any court or authority in which the determination 
of the value of such goods is in question, the period 
during which any such proceemngs or any appeal from 
such proceedings are pending shall be excluded in com. 
puting the aforesaid period of one year. 

(3) In this section •-c.omptroller" has the same meaning u 
in Principal Act and section 4 of the Principal Act shall apply to 
referencea to things done by the Comptroller. 

,, 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to amend the Fifth Schedule to the Customs Act, Cap� 
82:01, to incorporate with necessary drafting changes. the Decision Regarding 
Cases Where Customs Administrations have reason to Do'ubt the Truth or Ac­
curacy of the Declared Value taken by the Customs Valuation Committee of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

2. The amendment has become necessary in view of the increasing practice
of under. invoicing by importers. 

3, A validation provision has also been included. 

Asgar Ally, 
Senior Minister of Finance. 
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