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AB!LL 

lntituled 

AN ACT to provide for the sustainable management and uulisation of 

approximately 360.000 hectares of Guyana's Tropical Rain Forest 

dedicated by the Government of Guyana as the Programme Site for the 

purposes of research by the lwokrama lnterf!ationaJ Centre to develop, 

demonstrate and make available to Guyana and the international 

community systems, methods and techniques for the sustainable 

management and utihsatiol\ of the multiple resources of the Tropical 

Forest and the conservation ofb1ological diversity; and for matters 

mc1derual thereto. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

I. 

2. 

This Act may be cited a~ the Iwokrama lnternauonal Cenirc for 

Ram Forest Conservation and Development Act 1995 and shall be 

deemed to have come mto operauon on the entl) into force of the 

Agreement. 

In this Act -

(a) "Agreement" means the Agreement between the 

Government of the Co-ope rail ve Republic of 

Guyana and the Commonwealth Secretanat for the 

establishment of the lwokrama lnternation;il 

Centre for Ram ForcM Consen au on and 

Development, set out in the Second Schedule dated 

9th day of November. 1995; 

(b) "B1olog1cal diversity" means the van..:ty and ,·anability 

among all living organisms found m the ram forest 

• 
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and the ecosystems and ecological processes of 

which they are part; 

(c) "Board" means the Board of Trustees of the lwokrama 

International Centre established under Article 11 

of the Agreement, 

(d) " Centre" means the Iwokrama lnternauonal Centre 

referred to in Article 23 of the Agreement and 

declared a corporate body under section 3; 

(e) "Minister" means the Minister charged with the 

responsibility of administering this Act; 

(f) "Programme" means the lwokrama lnternauonal Ram 

Forest Conservauon and Development 

Programme; 

(g) "Programme Site" means the area of State Land 

demarcated and dedicated under secuon 4 to be the 

Programme Site for the Programme; 

(h) "Sustainable utilisation" means the use of the multiple 

resources of the tropical ram forest so that they 

may yield the greatest benefits to present 

generations while maintaining their potenllal to 

meet the needs and aspirations of future 

generations; 

(i) "Wilderness Preserve" means the area of the Programme 

Site demarcated and allocated under secuon 7( I) 

(a) for the establishment and maintenance of the 

Rain Forest Wilderness Preserve for conserving 

nature and maintaining natural processes in an 

und!sturbed state in order to have ecologically 

representative examples of the natural environment 

191 



l! ~ 21;;.:; 9;.;::2'-----'TIIE:.:..::...0.:::..:....:FFI:...=..:::C:.:..:IAL..=...::::G::....:AZE=..:..l .:,:IE~L:::::EG::!.!AL~S~U:!.P!:.!PL::!:E:!!!M!!::EN~T!.....:...-~C::...:3~0TH~.2D:!!EC~E~MB~E!::.!:R~, .±,199~5 

Centre is body 

corporate. 

Programme Site. 

First Schedule 

ConLrol of 

Programme Site. 

4 

available for sc1enlific study, environmental 

monitonng and education, and for the maini.nance 

of genetic resources in a dynamic and evolutionary 

slate. 

3. (l} The reference in Antcle 23 of the Agreement shall be conslrued as 

meaning Lhat lhe Centre is a body corporate. 

(2) Articles 23 to 30 (inclusive) of the Agreement shall have the force 

of law in Guyana. 

4. ( l} The area of State Land, as descnbed and demarcated in the First 

Schedule and shown on the map (included herein for 11lusLrative 

purposes only) lhereto, represenung approximately three hundred 

and sixty thousand hectares of Guyana's tropical ram forest is 

hereby dedicated Lo lhe international community by Guyana for 

the Programme Lo be executed in accordance with this Act and the 

Agreement. 

(2) The Programme Site shall be fully available at all times to the 

Centre for the pursuit of its activiues under this Act and the 

Agreement. 

5. ( I) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Programme Site, wilh 

Lhe exception of such areas as may be needed for the corridor for 

the Surama-Kurupukari sLrCLch of lhe Lelhem-Mabura Hill Road 

passing lhrough the Programme Site, shall be under the control of 

lhe Cenlre whose authonty over the Programme Sile shall, tn so 

far as 1t relates 10 the Programme and the funcuons of lhe Centre, 

be deferred to by any olher person or auLbority notwithstanding 

any other wrinen law: 

Provided lhat the Centre shall not be responsible for Lhe 

.. 
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management or control of such areas of the Programme Site as the 

Government may, after consultauon with the Centre, determine to 

be required for the corridor for the Surama-Kurupukan stretch of 

the Lethem-Mabura Hill road passing through 1he Programme 

S11e. 

(2) Sub1ec1 10 secuon 6( I), and notwuhslanding anything in any other 

wntten law-

(a) no mining, forestry or other resources uuhsauon activity shall 

be carried out on the Programme Sue by any person other than the 

Centre, except with the prior written perm1ss1on of the Centre; 

and 

(b)no lea.~ of land or pennission to use land in the Programme 

Site shall be issued by any person other than the Centre, and all 

act 1v1ucs on lhc Programme Site shall be in accordance wuh 

regulations prescribed therefor under this Act. 

(3) Any person who contravenes lhc provisions of subsecuon (2) 

shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of one hundred 

thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a penod of one year, and 

where the offence is of a continuing nature, to a funher fine not 

oxcccding twenty-five thousand dollars for each day during whicti 

lhc offence continues after conviction. 

6.(1) Nothing in this Act shall be construed 10 pre1ud1cc, alter or affect 

any right or privilege heretofore legally or traditionally possessed 

exercised or enjOyed by any Amenndian who has a particular 

connection with any area of land within or neighbouring the 
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Programme Site. 

(2) To ensure adequate consultation with, and involvement of, the 

Amerindian community in the activities of the Programme, a 

process of dialogue and interchange of views with the said 

community shall be embarked upon by the Centre. 

7.(1) The Cemre shall demarcate and allocate portions of the 

Programme Site into the following areas and shall by notice 

publish such demarcation in the Gazerte -

(a) an area for the establishment and maintenance of the Rain 

Forest Wilderness Preserve; 

(b) an area for the sustainable utilisation of the multiple 

resources of the tropical rain forest. 

(2) The Minister shall, after consultation with the Centre, demarcate 

such area of the Programme Site as may be required for the 

purposes of the corridor for the Surama-Kurupukari stretch of the 

Lethem-Mabura Hill Road, passing through the Programme Site 

and the Centre shall allocate such area for the purpose; the 

Minister shall by notice publish such demarcation in the~-

(3) Approximately fifty per cent of the Programme Site shall be 

demarcated and allocated for the area for the sustainable 

utilisation of the multiple resources of the tropical rain forest. 

.. 
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7 

The area demarcated and allocated for the Wilderness Pre,ave shall be 

managed m accordance with the rules made by the Centre. :ind the 

Centre m con~ultauon w th the Minister, shall be rc\pons1ok for the 

protection and integrity of the area. 

9.( I) The area demarcated and allocated for the sustainable utilisation of the 

multiple resources of the tropical rain foreM shall be nMnagcd by rhe Centre. 

(2) The Centre may grant permission for the utilisation of the resources 

wuhm the area demarcated for the sustainable u11lisation of the multiple 

resources of the tropical ram forest 

(3) No prOJeCL for the uuhsauon of the resources of the area demarcated for 

the sustainable utilisation of the multiple resources of the tropical ram forest 

shall be allowed without there being a regime for its sustainable 

manageme~t. agreed with the Centre and established a.s a compulsory 

condition for it~ implementation 

(4) Projects undenaken within the area demarcated and allocated for the 

sustainable uulisat1on of the muluple resources of the tropical ram forest 

shall apply the resCllrch results and recommendauons of the Centre and the 

Centre shall supervise the application of such recommendauons to ensure 

that the resources of the area are utilised on a sustainable b;u.is. 

I 0. No statute of limitation shall apply to any action or sun brought by the 

Centre or in respect of any propcny owned by the Centre. 

11. Except for the purpose of the exercise of his functions or when lawfully 

required to do so by any coun or under the provisions of any wriuen law 

II shall be an offense for which the Minister may prescribe pcnalues for 

an officer or employee of the Centre to disclose any information which he 

has uired m the course of the exercise of his functions. 

~75 . 
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The Centre shall hold discussions w11h the Government as may be 

necessary m relallon to the ac11v111es of the Centre and the Government 

may at any lime when the Board 1s meeting request the Board to meet a 

, . 

representative of the Government, other than a trustee of the Board, for ~ 

discussions on matters relating to the Centre. ~-

I 3. (I) The Centre may make regulations for carrying out the purpose of this 

Act, including regula11ons prescnbmg Lhe fees, levies or other charges for 

the utilisauon of Lhe resources of Lhe Programme Site and the procedure 

Lo be followed by the Centre or any of its units at meeungs . . 
(2) The Minister may by order, wluch shall be subject to negative resolullon 

of the National Assembly, amend any penalty prescribed by this Act. 

(3) Where 1he Agreement 1s amended under Article 3 I of the Agreement, Lhe 

Minister may, by order, amend Lhe Second Schedule for the purpose of 

including therein the said amendment. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE S.4(1) 

The 1rac1 of S1a1e land commences at the moulh and on 1he righl bank of the 

Siparuni River, lef1 bank Essequibo River, and us boundaries ex1end thence up the 

right bank Siparuni River lo 1he mouth of the Takuru River, 1hence up the nght 

banlc Taku1u River to the moulh of an unnamed creek slluate al la111ude 4 ° 25'54" 

N, longitude 59°16'00" W (approx) thence up the nght bank of lhe saJd unnamed 

creek 10 ils source, !hence due East (approx) for 2.5 kilometres (approx} to the left 

bank of an unnamed creek, thence down the left bank of the ~aid unnamed crtck 

to the left bank Sipapp-.trU River, thence down lhe left bank Sipanparu River to 

the lc!I '"'1l1c Burro Burro River, thence across and up the nght bank Burro Burro 

River to the mouth of Surama River, thence up the nght bank Surama River to the 

Surama Lake, thence along the mean high water mark hne on the northern shore 

of the Surama Lake to the moulh of the Manicole Creek, thence up the right bank 

Manicole Creek for about 4.4 kilometres, to a point oppos11e the mouth of an 

unnamed creek, thence up the right bank of the said unnamed creek to us source, 

!hence due East fo~ about 2.0 kilometres to the left bank Maush1paru River, thence 

down the left banlc Maushiparu River, to a poinl opposite lhe mouth of an 

unnamed river situate at latitude 4 ° 14'40" N, long11ude 58° 55'16" W, (approx), 

!hence up the righl bank of 1he said unnamed river, circling 1he soul hem foo1h11ls 

of the lwokrama Mountains. to a poinl near its source at lautude 4 ° I0'57" N. 

longitude 58° 42' 13" W (approx), lhence in a Soulh Soulh Ea~lerly direction 

(approx), along lhe winding 1rack shown on 1opograph1c sheel No. 56 SE of the 

Lands and Surveys Department. for about 4.4 kilometres to a point s11uate at 

latitude 4 ° 08'45" N, longitude 58 ° 41 ' I J"W (approx) on the left bank and near 

lhe source of an unnamed creek, thence down the left bank of the said unnamed 

creek to the left bank Ladysm11h River, thence down the left bank Ladysm11h 

River to lhe lefl bank Essequibo River. thence down 1he lefl bank Essequibo River 

to the point of commencement, at the moulh and on the right bank of Siparuni 

River_ 

r.11 
r 
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SEXDI> SOfE[lJLE ss. 2, 13 

AGREEMENT 

between 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA 

and 

THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT 

for the establishment of the 

IWOKRAMA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR 
RAIN FOREST CONSERVATION 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
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AGREEMENT 

between 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA 

and 

THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT 

for the establishment of the 

JWOKRAMA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR 
RAIN FOREST CONSIDERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

PREAMBLE 

CHAPTER I 
THE INTERNA110NAL CENTRF 

lwokrama lmerna11onal Cenire, 
lwokrama lntema11onal Rain Fores! Programme Article 

The Narurc and Ob;ec11ves of the Programme Article 2 

I nterprerauon Article 3 

Locauon of Hcadquaners, Campus, 
Laborarories, ere Article 4 

Core Programmes of 1he lwokrama 
ln1crna11onal Cen11e Article 5 

Main Ac11v111es and I uncuons ofrhe 
lwokrama lmeina11onal Centre Article 6 

Co-opcrallon A1 range111c111s Article 7 

R1gh1s in Discoveries. lnven11ons 
and lmprovcmc111s Article R 

Repon on Ac11v11u:s Article 9 
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Office and Seal of 1he lwokrama 
lnterna1ional Centre Anicle 10 

CHAPTER II 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Establishmen1 of Board of Trustees Anicle II 

Powers of the Board of Truslccs Anicle 12 

Establishment of Communications and 
lnfonna1ion Uni1 Amcle 13 

Establishment of Standing Commiuccs Anicle 14 

Power to Delegate Anicle 15 

D1rector-Gcneral and Staff Anicle 16 

Mee1ings of the Board Anicle 17 

CHAPTER Ill 
SUPPORT FOR IWOKRAMA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

Donor Suppon Group. Consomum of 
Collaboraling Institutions, Advisory 
Panel on Sustainable Human Development 

Application of Funds 

Accounts and Audit 

CHAPTER IV 

Anicle 18 

Anicle 19 

Article 20 

TERMINATION OF OPERATIONS 

Termination of Operations Anicle 21 

CHAPTER V 
STATUS, IMMUNITIES, EXEMPTIONS AND PRIVILEGES 

Status of the lwokrama International Centre Anicle 22 

Legal Sratus Anicle 23 

Immunities and Privileges of the Centre Anicle 24 

201 
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Comracts entered into by the Centre Anicle 25 

Freedom of Propeny from Restriction Anicle 26 

Immunity of Archives Anicle 27 

Privileges of Communications Anicle 28 

lmmuniries and Privileges of Officers 
and Employees Anicle 29 

Immunities from Taxatio" Anicle 30 

CHAPTER VI 
AMENDMENTS, ARBITRATION 

Amendmems Anicle 31 

Arbitrarion An1cle 32 

CHAPTER VII 
FINAL PROVISIONS 

Entry 1mo Force Amcle 33 

Inaugural Meeting Anicle 34 
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PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS the President of Guyana, at the Commonwealth Heads of Govemmenl 

Mce1ing at Kuala Lumpur in 1989, offered 10 make available a part of 

Guyana's tropical rain forest (since determined to be 360,000 hectares} for use 

by the international community, under Commonwealth auspices, for 

developing and dcmonstra1ing methods for the sustainable utilisation of 

tropical rain forest resources and the conserva1ion of biological diversity; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Contracling Parties, being the Govemmenl of Guyana and 

the Commonwealth Secrewial; 

REAFFIRMING the agrecmcnts of the Uni1ed Na1ions Conference on Envirorunen1 

and Dcvelopmcnl adopted in Brazil in June 1992; 

CONSCIOUS of the need for the lwolmuna lnternauonal Cen1re 10 enable national 

and intemational linkages in developing, managing and promoting the 

sustainable management of 1ropical rain foreslS and to facili1ate inlemational 

coopera1ion in forest research, training and commurucauon activities; 

A WARE that the subject of forests is related 10 1he entire range of environmental and 

dcvelopmcru issues and opportunities, including the righ1 10 socio-economic 

dcvelopmcru on a sustainable basis; 

ACKNOWLEDGING that there is rich biological and cultural diversity in tropical 

rain forests which an be sustainably managed 10 mee1 the social, economic, 

ecological, aiJanl and· spiritual human needs of present and future 

generations; 

RECOGNISING the ideolity, culture and the right of indigenous people, their 

communities and o<hcr communities a1'(1 fores1 dwellers; 

' 
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CHAPTER 

THE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

Article I 

lwolcrarna International Ccnrre. lwokrama lncemational 

Rain Forest Progwrune 

The Iwolcrama International Centre for Rain Foresc Conscrvauon and 

Development shall implement the lwolcrama Rain Forest Programme by 

undertaking research, training and the development of technologies which will 

promote the conservation and the sustainable and equitable use of tropical rain 

forests in a manner that will lead co lasting ecological, economic and social 

benefits to the people of Guyana and to the world in general. 

Anicle 2 

The Nature and Qbjeccives of the Programme 

The Programme shall be a collaborauve effort of Guyana and the mtemauonal 

community. Its principal Objectives shall be co conserve biological diversity 

and promote sustainable management and utillsacion of the Programme Sue; 

and co study, develop and demonstrate methods and techniques for 1he 

conservation and equitable and sustainable utilisation of tropical rain forests 

that will bring lascing ecological, economic and social benefics co the people 

of Guyana and contribuce to the world's knowledge of critical aspects of ram 

forest management and developmem 
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Article 3 

ln1emre1a1ion 

In lhis Agreement -

(a) • Ac1• means the lwokrama International Centre for Rain Forest 

Conservation and Developmen1 Programme Act 1995; 

(b) 

(c) 

"Biological Diversity", "Programme Site", "Sustainable Utilisation• 

and "Wilderness Preserve" have the meanings assigned to them by 

section 2 of the Act; 

"Board" means the Board of Trustees, es1ablished under Anicle I I. 

being an organ of the Centre, which is declared a body corporate 

under section 3(1) of the Act. 

Article 4 

Location of Headquarters, Campus. Laboratories. etc 

The headquarters and campus of the Centre with irs associated laboratories, 

and other research, training, communications and related facilities, shall be 

located at Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown, in an area of land belonging to !he 

Universi1y of Guyana, as agreed be1ween !he Govenunent of Guyana and the 

University of Guyana, which land shall be demarca1ed and made available by 

the University for the use of the Centre. 

Article 5 

Core Prognmmes of the Jwokrama International Centre 

1be Centre shall have major core programmes for its research and training 

ac1ivi1ies which shall include -

(a) sus1ainable managemenl of the tropical rain fores1; 

(b) conservation and utilisation of biodiversity; 

(c fores!!)' research· 
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(d) sustainable human development; and 

(e) information and communication. 

Article 6 

Main Activities and Functions of the lwolcrama International Centre 

I . The activities of the Centre are to -

(a) identify needs for planning and carrying out research, 

developing and making available methods and systems for the 

sustainable management and utilisation of the multiple 

resources of tropical forests and the conserva1ion of biological 

diversity; 

(b) demonstrate that tropical rain forests can maintain biological 

diversity while supporting economic activity; 

(c) determine research priorities and enable sciemists and scholars 

to conduct research; 

(d) make necessary organisational and institutional arrangements 

for carrying out research programmes and projects: 

(e) conduct training in sustainable tropical forestry management, 

utilisation and the conservation of biological diversi1y , 

(f) elaborate any proposals for aciion including specific projects 

for external financing; 

(g) identify and contact potential eJttemal sources. of funding for 

the execution of the ac1ivities of the Centre; 

(h) promote effec1ive links between research organisations, 

extension services and the scientific community; 

(i) establish and strengthen links to existing information systems 

in order to speed up exchange of information on research, and 

training opportunities al 1ntemational, national and regional 

institutions; 

(j) organise and support symposia and seminars for the interchange 

and dissemi.nation of ideas and information related to the 

management of the rain forest; 
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(k) endeavour to preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and 

practices of indigenous communities embodying traditional 

lifesryles relevant for the conservation and sustainable 

utilisation of biological d1vers11y and promote their wider 

application with lhe involvement of the holders of such 

knowledge, innovations and practices; and encourage the 

equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilisation of 

such knowledge, innovarions and practices; 

(I) establish linkages with relevant individuals, groups and 

organisations in Guyana and elsewhere for the exchange of 

information and ideas on maners relating to the work of the 

Centre, and 

(m) do all acts and things as may be found necessary, expedient, 

suitable or proper for lhe funherance. accomplishment or 

auainment of any of the purposes and activuies herein stated, 

or which shall appear, at any 11me, as conducive to or 

necessary and useful for lhe purposes and activities of lhe 

Centre. 

2. The functions of lhe Centre are to -

(a) undertake inventories and surveys of the Programme Sile, 

prepare plans for, approve and undenake any works necessary 

for lhe development, protection and efficient management of 

the areas in the Programme Site, lhe Field Stations for the 

Centre and the corridor for the Surama-Kurupukari Road which 

~=through the Programme Sue, 

(b) act as the principal agency or as co-ordinai. .. .; agency for 

facihtating the undenak:ing of approved research programmes; 

(c) initiate and suppon the implemenmion of pro1ects relating to 

the commercial utilisauon of the Programme Site, 

(d) implement proper accounting procedures relaung to all matters 

over which the Board has control, including the preparation of 

short and long terms budgetS, 

(e) seek such other assistance as may be necessary for the purpose 

of securing the attainment of the ob1ectivcs of the Programme: 

207 
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(f) adopt such measures as are practical and consistent with the 

purpose for which the Programme is established; 

(g) engage in such other activities and perfonn such other functions 

as in the opinion of the Board are calcula1ed to facilitate the 

proper discharge of its functions or are incidental thereto. 

Article 7 

Co--Ooeration Arrangements 

I. The Cenlre shall encourage and facilitate the fullest co-operaiion in i1s 

activities by the international community in such a manner as may 

further its purposes or advance the objectives of !,he Programme, and 

shall take such measures as it may deem appropriate under the 

provisions of the Act or this Agreement to promote such co-operalion. 

2. The Centre may enter into such co-operative, collaborative and 

consultative arrangements with appropriate authorities in Guyana and 

outside Guyana for the development, managemem, protection and 

utilisation of the multiple resources of the Programme Site as may be 

necessary 10 achieve the objectives of the Programme. 

3. The Cemre may also enler inlo such joint research and other 

arrangements with relevant research or other organisations, emiiies, 

agencies or foundations or with private or public sector industry in 

Guyana and outside Guyana as may advance its purposes or benelil the 

Programme. 

Article 8 

Rights in Discoveries. lnvemions and Improvements 

I. The ri~· in all discoveries and inventions and all improvemems in 

respecl of processes, apparatuses and machines made by an officer of 

the Centre or by any other person through the use of the Programme 

Si1e or the facil ities of the Cemre shall vest an and be the propeny of 

the Centre and shall be made available for use in the intemaiional 

I 
1 
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community subJCCI to such tenns and conditions including 1he payment 

of such fees or royalLies as Lhe Centre may delennine: 

Provided Lhal Lhe Government of Guyana shall have access 10 such 

discoveries, mvenuons and improvemenLS in respect of processes, 

apparatuses and machines free of charge. 

2 The Centre may, oul of the funds of the Centre, pay to an officer of 

the Iwokrama International CenLre who has made any discovery, 

invention or improvement referred 10 in paragraph I such reward or 

make such provision for lhe officer to benefit financially from 1ha1 

discovery, invcnuon or improvement, as Lhc Centre may de1enn1ne 

3 The Centre shall develop and adopt procedures for recognising and 

rewarding 1he contributions of Amerindian and other rural comrnumues 

an Lhe conservauon and unprovemem of genetic resources of 

economically useful plant and animal species. The Centre shall also 

take steps to protect , recognise and reward Lhe anlellecrual knowledge 

and conrribu1ions of indigenous communities ill Lhe field of sustainable 

forest managemenr through an appropriate miellecrual propeny rights 

system. 

4. The Centre may apply for letters patent in respect of any invention 

made by any officer of Lhe Cenrre and shall, for Lhe purpose of the 

Patents and Designs Act, Cap. 90:03 of the Laws of Guyana, be 
deemed the inventor 

Article 9 

Reoon on Ac11v11ies 

The Centre shall, for submission on request of, or for the mspecuon of a 

member of lhe Donor Suppon Group or olher donors, within three months 

after lhe end of each financial year, prepare a full explac11 repon of its 

ac11v111es throughout lhe preceding year and artach there10 a sta1ernen1 of 

accounLS of the Centre audited · accordance wilh.Arucle 20. 
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Article 10 

Office and Seal of the Jwok:rama International Centre 

The principal office of the Centre shall be located at its premises at 

Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown, Demerara, Guyana. 

2 . The Centre shall have an official seal approved by the Board. 

3. The custody of the seal shall vest with the Board and the seal shall 

only be used by the authority of the Board and any instrument to 

which the seal is affixed shall be signed by the Secretary to the Board 

and countersigned by a trustee. 

CHAPTER II 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Anicle 11 

Establishment o f Board of Trus1ces 

I . The Board of Trustees shall comprise -

(a) a Chairman who shall be appoimed by the President of Guyana 

and the Commonwealth Secretary General; 

(b) four trustees appointed by the Government of Guyana, at least 

three of whom shall serve m an a officio capacity. of whom 

one shall be an Amerindian. 

(c) two trustees appointed by the Commonwealth Secretary­

General; and 

(d) eight other trustees. appointed JOmtly by the President of 

Guyana and the Commonweallh Secretary-General, on the 

basis of rccommenda1ions from 1he Donor Suppon Group and 

cri1eria such as profe~s1onal expcnise, gender, geographical 

representa1 ion, indusinal expcnisc. fund raising capability , 

,-
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expemse m environmental maners. economics arK 

communications. 

(e) the Director - General, to be appointed by the Board ir 

accordance wilb Article 16, shall be an ex officio trustee 

without thc right to vOle, and shall serve as thc Secrelary to the 

Board. 

2. Trustees of the Board shall be appointed for three years and shall be 

eligible for re-appoinuncru for another tenn of three years only 

Provided that on the first appomtmem of Trustees of the Board, m an 

effon to ensure conunui1y of Board policies and operauons. one of the 

trustees appointed under paragraph l(b) other than the three ex offic1Q 

trustees. and four of the trustees appOmted under paragraph I (d) , shall 

be app0inted for a period of eighteen months and shall not be ehg1ble 

for re-appointment until eighteen months have lapsed from the date on 

which they ceased being uustecs. 

3. The remuneration and travel expenses payabJe to the Chairman and 

other voting members of thc Board of Trustees for thcir auendancc at 

Board meetings and any other work undcnaken by them for the 

purposes of the Programme or the International Centre shall . in rhe 

light of relevant international practice, be detenn1ned by the Board 

Article 12 

Powm of the Board of Trustees 

All the powers of the Centre shall be vested in thc Board and the Board shall 

be responsible for thc supervision of the general operauons and governance 

of the Centre. The powers of thc Board shall include the power -

(a) to decide the policies and priorities of the work of the Centre; 

(b) to approve the programmes and operational plans of the Centre: 

(c) to approve all coruracrual programmes or agreements entered mto by 
the Centre; 

(d) to establish policies and principles for thc guidance of thc Dircctor­
General in the appointmem of the staff; 
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(e) to select and appoim the Director- General who shall be the Secretary 

to the Board under tenns as deemed necessary and appropriate; 

(f) to scrutinise, revise and approve the budget estimates for the Centre; 

(g) 

(h) 

to approve annual reports and audited accounts; 

to appoint auditors and independent review committees; 

(i) to invite consultants or observers 10 anend the Board meeungs as 

deemed necessary; 

(j) 10 determine the policy for the condi1ions of service and remuneration 

of staff; 

(k) to approve financial procedures, 

(I) to approve other rules of procedure for the Centre as it deems to be 

necessary; 

(m) to receive, acquire or otherwise oblJlin from any governmental 

authority national or local , foreign or domestic. or from any 

corporation, company, association, person, finn, founda1ion, or other 

entity whether international , national or regional such cha11ers, 

licences, rights and assistJ1nce, financial or otherwise, as are conducive 

10 and necessary for the a11J1inment of the pufJ'()ses of the Centre; 

(n) 10 receive, acquire or otherwise obtain from any governmental 

authority, na1ional or local , foreign or domestic, or from any 

corporation. company. associa1ion. person. finn . foundauon or 01her 

emi1y whether international, national or regional such donation, 

grant, devise, bequest, or lease, either absolutely or in trust, 

contributions consisting of such properties. movable or unmovable , 

mcludmg funds and valuable effects or things, as may be useful or 

necessary to carry out the purposes and activ11ics of the Centre, and to 

hold, operate, administer, use , sell , convey or dispose of the said 

properties or valuable things, 

(o) to borrow money 10 such ex1ent as may be uthorised by the Board; 

and 

(p) to do such other acts or things as are conducive to or necessary in the 

fu11herance of its specified powers 
., 
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Article 13 

Establishmenl of Communica1ions and lnfonna1ion Unil 

There shall be established, as a unil of lhe Cemrc, a Communica1ions and 

lnfonnation Unil for lhe puIJ>OSC of providing access 10, and disseminating 

information, relevant 10 lhe work of lhe Cen1rc. 

Anicle 14 

Establishmen1 of Standing Comminees 

The Board may establish and de1ennine rhe funcrions of an Executive and 

Finance Committee, a Programme Comrninee, an Audil Comminee, a 

Nominating Committee and such olher Comminees as lhe Board may deem 

necessary for lhe efficien1 discharge of i1s func1ions . 

Anicle 15 

Power 10 Delega1e 

Subject to Ibis Agreemenl, lhe Board may delega1e 10 any Standing 

Committee, or any uustce of lhe Board, or 10 lhe Direc1or-General, the power 

and aulhoricy 10 carry 001 on its behalf such of iis funcuons as the Board may 

determine. 

Anicle 16 

Direc1or- General and S1aff 

I. 1be Board of Trustees, by a majority of all voting members of lhe 

Board, shall appoinl a Direc1or-General of the Progranune and lhe 

Cenrre and decide his lenn of office. 

2. The Director-General shall normally be appoin1ed for a 1erm of five 

years and may be re-appointed for a second 1errn 10 be determined by 

213 
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the Board. His appointment may be terminated for cause by a 

majority of all voting members of the Board. 

3. The Director- General shall be the chief executive officer of the 

Centre, and shall be responsible to the Board for its operation and 

management and for ensuring that its programmes are properly 

developed and carried out and its objectives attained. 

4. The Director- General shall implement the policies of the Board, 

follow the guidelines laid down by the Board for the functioning of 1he 

Centre and carry out the directions of the Board. 

5. The Direcwr- General shall -

(a) develop and submil 10 the Board plans and schemes for 1he 

implementation of the research programmes and operational 

activities; 

(b) recrui1 and appoint, subject 10 the approval of the Board, a 

highly qualified multi-disciplinary staff which shall be under 

h1sfher supervision; 

(c) prepare the annual repon referred to in Anicle 9 on the work 

of the Centre, 

(d) prepare the annual budge! of the Programme and the Cenlre for 

submission to the Board; 

(e) keep and have available for review by the Board and other 

appropriate parties financial accounts and other records on a 

current basis; 

(f) have done annually in accordance with Article 20 an 

independent audll of the financial records; 

(g) perform such ocher func1ions as are entrusted to him/her hy 1he 

Board 

6. The Director- Genera l shall be the legal representative of the Centre. 

shall sign all deeds, contrac1s, agreements and other legal docu111en1s 

necessary for the operation or the Ccmrc and may dclega1e such of 

his/her funcllons and to such extem as the Board may authorise. 
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7. The employmenr and selection of staff shall be based on professional 

competence bearing in mind the international character of the Centre, 

the paramount consideration in such employment and in the 

determination of conditions of service being the necessity of securing 

the highest standards of quality, efficiency and integrity. 

Anicle 17 

Meelin&s of the Board 

I. The Board shall meet at such times as may be necessary or expe<Jient 

for the transaction of business, and meetings of the Board shall be held 

at least twice in every year and at such places (including any place 

ouiside Guyana) and times and on such days as the Board may 

delermine. 

2. The Oiairman may at any time call a special meeting of the Board 

within fifteen days of a requisition for Iha! purpose addressed 10 

him/her in writing by any four members. 

3. Eight trustees of the Board shall form a quorum for the transaction of 

business at a meeting. 

4. The Board shall elect a Vice-Chairman from its membership. 

S. At a meeting of the Board the Chairman shall preside, or in his/her 

absence, the Vice-Chairman shall preside and in the absence of the 

Oiairman and the Vice-Chairman the trustees present may appoint one 

of their members to act as Chairman for the meeting. 

6. In voting at meetings of the Board, each trustee shall, subject 10 

paragraph I (e) of Anicle 11 , be entitled to one vote All decisions of 

the Board shall be by a simple majority of the number of 1rus1ees 

present and voting. However, in matters relating 10 the utilisation of 

resources of the Progranune Site, decisions of the Board shall require 

the concurrence of the trustees appointed by the Govemmen1 of 
Gu an;. . 

~95 ~-
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7. Minutes in proper form of each meeting shall be recorded by the 

Secretary to lhe Board and shall be confirmed by lhe Board at a 

subsequent meeting. 

8. The Board shall senle its own rules of procedure. 

CHAPTER Ill 

SUPPORT FOR JWCKRAMA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

Article 18 

Donor Supoon Group. Consoniurn of Collaborating Institutions. 

Advisory Panel on Sustamable Human Development 

I. Ute Centre shall organise a Donor Suppon Group, a Consomum of 

Collaboraung lns11ru11ons, and an Advisory Panel on Sustainable 

Human Development 

2. The Donor Suppon Group shall consist, inrer aha, of rcpresenra11ves 

of bilateral and multilateral agencies, foundauons, and private and 

public sector comparues interested in providing resources for the core 

and olher ac11v111es of lhe Centre and lhe Board shall. by virruc of 11 ~ 

powers under Anicle 12, receive and acknowledge receipt of any such 

suppon. 

3. The Conson1um of Collaborating lnstituuons shall consist of 

Umversiues, rechmcal, scienufic and other research msrnu11ons 

mreresred m entering 1mo panncrships widi the Cenrre 

4 The Advisory Panel on Sustamable Human Developmem shall render 

advice on issues relaung to Amenndian welfare, environment, cquuy 

employment, and advancement of women, as related 10 the work of the 

Centre The members of the Panel shall include media expem. 

cnvironmcmahsrs, social scienusts, human anthropologists, ecoloj!1s1s 

and re_QTescma11ves of women's and Amerindian orgamsa11ons 
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Article 19 

Application of Funds 

The expenses of the Centre, including the remuneration of the Director­

General and other officers and employees, shall be paid out of the funds and 

resources of the Centre. 

I. 

Article 20 

Accounts and Audit 

The financial year of the Centre shall end on the thirty first day of 

December. 

2 . The Centre shall keep proper accounts and ocher records in respect of 

its operaClons and the accounts shall be audited annually by an auditor 

appointed by the Board. 

3. The Centre shall be responsible for settling any debt, liabilities or 

obligations from its assets. 

4 . The Board and its officers and employees shall grant to the auditor 

appointed under paragraph 2 access to all books, documents, cash and 

securities of the Cent.re and shall give him/her on request all such 

information as may be within their knowledge in relation to the 

operation of the Centre. 

5. The Board sl1all prepare for submission to the Government of Guyana 

and the Commonwealth Secretariat and for inspection of a member of 

the Donor Support Group or other donors, within three months after 

the end of each year, a report of its activities throughout the preceding 

year and attach thereto a copy of the report of the audit undertaken 

under this article. 
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6. The Government of Guyana and the Commonweallh Secretariat after 

considering the rcpon submitted under paragraph 5 may tender advice 

10 the Board, which the Board, no1withstandmg anything m this 

Agreement, shall talce due cognisance of. 

7. Where the accounts and other records indicate that the Centre has 

become self-financing through discoveries, inventions, improvements 

or the utilisation of the narural resources of the Programme Site, the 

net revenue shall be divided between the Government of Guyana and 

the Centre equally 

CHAPTER JV 

TERMINATION OF OPERATIONS 

Anicle 21 

Terminauon of Ooerations 

I . Subject 10 the approval of the President of Guyana and the 

Commonwealth Secre1ary General, the Board may by resolution 

adop1ed by a vote of no1 less than 1wo-thirds of the 1rustees terminate 

this Agreement and the operauons of the Cemrc Assets rcmaming 

thereafter, including the Programme Site, shall thereaf1er ves1 with the 

Govemmem of Guyana. 

2. After such termination. the Centre shall cease all acuv111es, except 

those incident to the orderly realisation, conserva11on and preservation 

of us assets and seulement of its obligations 
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CHAPTER V 

STATUS, IMMUNITIES1 EXEMPTIONS AND PRIVILEGES 

Aniclc 22 

Srarus of lhc lwolcrama lniemational Cenire 

To enable the Ccnlre effcc1ively lo fulfill ilS purposes and discharge 1ls 

funclions 1hc srarus, immunities, exemp1ions and privileges set out in 1h1s 

Chapter shall be accorded lhc Centre m Guyana. 

Anicle 23 

Legal Sraru~ 

The Cenr.re shall have lhe legal capacuy of a body corporale and m parucular 

lhc capacily 10 enter into contracts and 10 acquire and dispose of movable ,met 

immovable propeny except the Programme Sile. 

Anicle 24 

1mmunuies and Pnvlleges of the Cenlre 

The Centre shall have inununity from sull and legal process eitcepl -

(a) in respect of a civil aclion for damage alleged lo have been caused hy 

a motor vehicle belonging 10 or operated on behalf of lhe Cemre or m 

respect of a motor traffic offence involving such a vehicle, and 

(b) in respecl of arb11ra11on procccdmgs relating lo any contrac1 entered 

inlo by or on behalf of lhe Centre which .elates 10 lhe busmess " ' 

commercial acuvu of the Centre. 

219 
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Article 25 

Contracts entered into by the Centre 

Every contract eDlCred into by or on behalf of the Centre which relates to lbc 

business or conuncrciat activity of the Centre, if it does not contain an express 

provision for the reference of any dispute in connection with the contract to 

arbitration, shall be deemed to contain a provisiol) that any such dispuce shall 

accordingly be treated as an arbitration agreement for the purposes of the 

Arbitration Act, Cap. 7:03. of the Laws of Guyana. 

Article 26 

Freedom of Property from Restriction 

1. Subjecc to paragraphs (2) and (3), I.he propeny and assecs of the Cencre 

wheresoever located and by whomsoever held .shall be immune from 

search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation and any olher form of 

seizure or foreclosure by executive, judicial or legislauve accion 

2. Nothing in paragraph (I) shall be coomrued as prevenung lbe 

law enforcement aulhoricies of Guyana. from encering the 

Programme Site for I.he purposes of searching for and se1zmg 

any person or thing reasonably suspecled of being relaced co 

the commission of a criminal offence by any person subject to 

the Jurisdiction of I.he Couns of Guyana. 

3. Where an arbitrator acting in accordance wilh an arbitration 

agreemenc referred to in Anicle 25 malces an award agamst 1he 

centre and a coun orders the enforcement of such award , the 

provisions of paragraph ( I) shall noc be construeci so as to 

prevenc the seizure or foreclosure of property or assets to the 

extent necessary to satisfy I.he order of the coun gtvi~ effe~ 

to the award. 
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Anicle 27 

hnmunity of Archives 

The archives o f the Centre shall be inviolable. 

Article 28 

Privileges of Communications 

The official cornmunicalions of lhe Centre shall be accorded lhe same 

lrealment as lhe official communications of a diplomatic mission. 

Article 29 

Immuni1ies and Privileges of Officers and Employees 

I . The Chairman and olher members of lhe Centre and resident officers 

and employees (and members of lheir immediate families) of the 

Centre -

(a) shall be immune from legal process wilh respect IO acLs 

performed by lhem in lheir official capacity excepl where 

immunity is expressly waived; this immunity shall not apply, 

however, to civil liabilicy in lhe case of damage arising from 

a road Lraffic accidenl caused by any such person; 

(b) where lhey are not local citizens or nationals, shall be granted 

lhe same immunities from immigration restrictions, aliens 

registration requirements and lhe same facilities as regards 

exchange restrictions as are accorded to Lhe representalives. 

officials and employees of comparable rank of diplomatic 

missions; 

(c) where lhey are not local citizens or nationals, shall be granted 

the same treatment in respect of facilities as is accorded to 

representatives, officials and employees of comparable rank of 

diplomatic missions. 
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2. Where any person referred to in paragraph I is entitled under any 

other law or convention to greater privileges and imrnunicies than those 

provided for under this Agreement, such person shall be entitled to be 

accorded such greater privileges and immunities. 

I. 

Anicle 30 

Immunities from Taxation 

The Centre, its assets, property, income and ics operacions and 

cransaccions aulhorised by this Agreemenc, shall be immune from all 

caxacion including customs duties, consumption w, capital gains cax, 

corporacion cax, income w, property tax and purchase cax and the 

Centre shall be immune from liability for the collection or payment of 

any cax or ducy. 

2. No cax shall be levied on or in respect of the remunera11on and 

expenses paid 10 the Chairman and other members of the Board and 

salaries and emoluments paid by the Centre to !he Director-General 

and other officers and employees of the Centre mcludmg experts 

performing services for the Centre. This provision shall only apply 10 

officers and employees recruited from abroad. 

3. No taxacion of any kind shall be levied on any obliga11ons or securny 

issued by the Centre. 
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CHAPTER VJ 

AMENDMENTS, ARBITRATION 

Article 31 

Amendments 

This Agreement may be amended in such manner as may be determined by 

lhe Board with the approval of the President of Guyana and the 

Commonweallh Secretary-General. 

Anicle 32 

Arbitration 

I. Any dispwt concerning t1K' interpretation or applicauon of this 

Agreemeu .e.ic.h is not scaled by negotiation or other agreed mode of 

seulement shall be referred for final decision to an arbitral tribunal of 

lhree arbitrators. Each pany to lhis Agreement shall appoint one 

arbitrator and the two arbitrators so appointed shall appoint lhe third 

who shall be Chairman of the tribunal. If within thirty days of lhc 

request for arbitration either party has not appointed an arbitrator or 

if within thirty days after the appoinunent of the two arbitrators lhe 

lhird arbitrator has not been appointed, either party to this Agreement 

may request the United Nations Secretary-General to make the 

necessary appointment. The arbitral tribunal shall adopt its own rules 

of procedure. However, the Chairman of the tribunal shall have lhe 

power to settle all questions of procedure in any case of disagreement 

wilh respect lhereto. 

2. A majority of votes of the arbitrators shall be sufficient to reach a 

decision which shall be final and binding upon lhe panics. 

22'.\ 
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CHAPTER VllI 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 33 

Entry into Force 

This Agreemen1 shall enter into force when i1 has been signed by 1he 

Government of Guyana and the Commonwealth Secretariat. 

An iclc 34 

Inaugural Mee1ing 

As soon as possible af1cr this Agreement enlcrs 1n10 force 1he Board sha ll 

convene its inaugural mee1ing. 

IN WITN ESS whereof, the undersigned, being duly au1horiscd thereto, have 

affixed their signatures 10 th is Agreemen1. 

DONE in duplicate a1 Auckland, this ninth day of November 

One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety Five. 

For the Government of the 

Co-opcra11ve Republic of Guyana 

II E 01 Chedd1 Jagan MP 

Prcsiden1 of Guyana 

For 1he Commonwealth 

Secretarial 

.,._ _ 

..... 



• 

Tiffi OFFICIAL GAZETfE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 3()11{ DECEMBER, 1995 

37 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

225 

This Bill provides the legal framc\119rk for the implementation of the Commonwealth­

Governmcnl of Guyana Jwokrama lnternationaJ Rain Forest Programme, which resulted from the 

offer by Guyana at Kuala Lumpur in 1989 to make available 360,000 hectares of Guyana' s 

tropical rain forest for the said Programme under Commonwealth auspices. The Bill establishes 

the lwok.rama International Centre as a COIJ>Orale body to implement the said Progr.unmc. 

The Bill incorporates as the Second Schedule, the Agreement between the Government of 

Guyana and the Commonwealth Secretariat for the establishment of the lwokrama International 

Centre for Rain Forest Conservation and Development This Agreement sets out the main 

activities and functions of the lwokrama International Centre, provides for the rights in 

discoveries, inventions, and improvements and the establishment of a Commumcations and 

Information Unit and the establishment of its functipns. 

The Agreement provides for the establishment of a Board of Trustees which shall be 

responsible for the supervision of the general opcn&ions and governance of the lwokrama 

International Centre. In particular the Board is vested with power to receive donations in 

whatever form and to issue receipt therefor and lo borrow money. A Donor Support Group 

comprising multilateral, bilateral and other funding agencies will be established m order to 

mobilise funds for the operations of the lwokrama International Centre. 

The Centre shall demarcate and allocate portions of the Programme Site into areas for the 

Rain Forest Wilderness Preserve, and for the sustainable utilisation of the mult.iple resources of 

the tropical rain forest. The Minister shall, after consultation with tM.Ccntrc. demarcate such 

area of the Programme Site as may be required for the purpose of the corridor for the Surama­

Kurupukari stretch of the Lethem-Mabura Hill Road passing through the Programme Site, and 

the Centre shall allocate such area for the purpose. Not less than fifty per cent of the Programme 

------'"·,tuball..bc_alloca~ area foe the Sustainable Utilisati f ~ ulti le Resources of the 

,0 
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Tropical Rain Forest. 

The lwokrama International Centre shall enjoy exemption from tax and cenain other 

immunities, exemption and privileges accorded to international organisations as set out in the 

Agreement. 

The Iwokrama International Centre shall prepare an annual repon and audited accouni.> in 

respect of its operations and activities for submission to the Government of Guyana and the 

Commonwealth Secretariat and for inspection by donors. 

Clement J. Rohee, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	New Profile_2.PDF
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28


