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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE SECOND SESSION (1959—60)
OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE WEST INDIES,
CONSTITUTED UNDER THE WEST INDIES
(FEDERATION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1957.

9th Sitting

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The House met at 2.30 p.m.
Prayers

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chairl

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION
(No. 2, 1959) BILL

Division on Second Reading

Mr. Speaker : After the adjournment
last night I was informed by the Clerk of
the House that the figures of the division
as announced in the House with respect to
the Second Reading of the Supplementary
Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 1959 were in-
correct, and that the actual figures were 17
in favour of the Motion and 16 against. It
has been so recorded in the Minutes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. Hill (Surrey, Jamaica): Mr.
Speaker, in the course of yesterday’s pro-
ceedings the hon. Prime Minister called me
a Communist, and I wish to take this
opportunity of denying the allegation and
of saying that I have never been and am
not a Communist.

Wednesday, 2nd December, 1959

I will, in keeping with the rules of this
House, say no more on this matter al-
though, personally, I still reserve the right
to raise it on other occasions.

All that remains for me to say is that if
the hon. Prime Minister, for the short time
he has been in this Federation —

Mr. Speaker : That is not a personal
explanation. Stick to the personal ex-
planation.

Mr. Hill : If the hon. Prime Minister
wishes hon. Members and the public at
large to accept what he says without corro-
boration, then I will invite him to repeat
such statements outside of the precincts of
this House, and in the hearing of witnesses.

IDENTIFICATION CERTIFICATES

Order read for the following Motion —
“Resolved that the Federal Govern-
ment consider the advisability of
enacting legislation to provide adult
citizens of the Federation with Identi-
fication Certificales for the purpose of
travel, voting and other purposes of
identification within the Federation.”
—[Mg. W. B. WiLLiaAMS]

Mr. W. B. Williams (St. Catherine,
Jamaica): Mr. Speaker, I shall begin by
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inviting hon. Members on both sides of
the House to listen attentively to this
Motion as I go through it under three
separate captions. T will first deal with it
under travelling.

Now that Committees have been set up
to go into certain matters relating to the
revision of the Constitution, and while we
anticipate freedom of movement within
the Federation, I believe, Sir, that persons
who have to travel to any of the ten
federated Territories should be provided
with some sort of identification. To ask
everyone to obtain passports is a very
costly thing. And I think, Sir, that some
form of identification certificates should be
issued to adults within the Federation. It
would make things quite simple for them
and they would be able to go about The
West Indies without undue difficulty when
freedom of movement becomes effective.

I come to voting, Sir. This is a rather
touchy point. While we in this Federal
Parliament must set standards for the Unit
Governments of the Federation, I would
insist that Members do not entertain the
idea that this should be done for political
reasons or for self-aggrandisement but
rather to set a pattern befitting the highest
Parliament of The West Indies so that
other countries will appreciate the extent
to which we carry out our voting as far as
Federation is concerned.

When the discrepancies in Jamaica came
about with regard to bogus voting, I sent
a telegram to the Premier of Jamaica tell-
ing him that any investigation into the
question of bogus voting should not be
douve by Jamaica alone but that he should
invite the Federal Government to help iron
out the difficulties since in any Unit of the
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Federation we would like to have Federal
elections conducted in the manner they
were conducted in Jamaica.

I think that we should have to assist
in any Territory. I am insisting that Mem-
bers approach this matter — this is a thing
that will have to be worked out in stages,
and Comumittees, I presume, will have to
be set up to work out a unified system of
voting in order that our Federal Elections
will be kept up-to-date. I appeal to Mem-
bers to give this Motion their earnest
consideration and so set an example for
the Units of the Federation.

With regard to the other purposes of this
Motion, I may say that there are times
when, as we move about the Federation, it
may be nccessary for us to transact busi-
ness in these Territories and to identify
ourselves. It will be hard for a person from
Jamaica who may be in Barhados for a few
days, to be asked to find somebody to
identify him. The same can be said for
other Units of the Federation. I ask hon.
Members to support this Motion for the
reasons as I have afore-mentioned.

My. Liloyd (St. Kitts): I beg to second
that.

Mr. Cato (St. Vincent): Mr. Speaker,
it is quite clear that the hon. Member for
St. Catherine has not given the necessary
time and energy to this Motion as he de-
voted to the Debate on the Budget which
we endured a few days ago. That can be
seen from his discourse on it. It would
seem to me that the hon. Member is seek-
ing to imposc a good deal of regimentation
on the people of The West Indies. T know
of instances in which identification certifi-
cates have been used for very specific
purposes. 1 know that such certificates
















































































































































































