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LEGISLA'J;IVE COUNCIL. 

1Veclnesclny, 18th Dece1nbe1·, lD,1.0. 

The Council met ,it 10.30 a. m. pursuant 
to adjournment, His Ex.cellem:y thn Gover­
nor, Sm WnF1tw JACKSO:-.', K.C.M.G., 
President, in the Uh,Lir. 

PRESl�NT. 
The Ho 11. the Colonial t::eeretary, Mr. 

G. D. Owen, C.Nl.0.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
E. 0. l'retheroe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, 0.B.E., (Nominated
Unoffici,d Member). 

The Holl. E. F. MeDavicl, .lVLB.E., 
Colonial '.l.'re11surer. 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E., (George­
town North). 

The Hou. l\l. B. G. A us tin, 0 .B.E., 
(Nominated Unoflfoial Member). 

The Hon. '\V. A. D'Audrade, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. N. M. Madeiman, Director of 
:\Iedical Services. 

Tht:J Hon. M. B. laing, O.B.E.. Com­
missioner of Lab11ur and Local Govern­
ment. 

The Hon. G. 0. Case, IJirt·etor uf Pub­
lic Works :ind 8Pa Defelll:t·s. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Directot· of 
Education. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Cen trnJ). 

The Hon. Pee,· Bacchus 1'\Vestern Bet·­
bice). 

The Hon. E . .1\.1. \\'alcott (Nominated 
Unotlieial l\'[ember). 

The Hon. C. H. Ja1;ob 'North '.Vestern 
Distriet). 

' 

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerarn Hiver). 

Tlie Hon. J'. '\-Y. ,J,u:hon (Nominated 
lJnotlieial Member). 

The Hon. T. Lee tEssequebo River). 

MINUTES. 
The rn:nutes of the meeting of the 

Coun<:il held on the l Hh of December, 
19�-0, ,i,s printed and cireula.tecl, were 
confirmed. 

ORDER Oli' THE DAY. 

lN'l'llODUC'l'ION O�' Brus. 
Pur8uant to notice the following Bills 

were re,,<l the first time:-
A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend the 

New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance, 
Chapter 87, by extending the period between 
general appraisements; by changing the 
avenue of appeal against appraisements; by 
declaring the area known as Winkel to be part 
of the township ; and for purposes connected 
therewith. 

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend the 
Tax Ordinance, 1939. 

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to �mend the 
Miscellaneous Licences Ordinance, Chapter 108, 
by providing for the abolitio1, uf Omnibus 
Licences in Mining Districts aud for m;;Lters 
connected with the aforcsaid.-('L'he Atlorney­
a�neral). 

Notice wa� given that at the next or a 
subse1ucnt meeting of the Council it would 
he moved that the Bills be read the 
second tiu,e. 

ExPrnINn LAWS CoN'l'INUANCll BrLL. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 

G. D. Owen): I heg to move that a Bill
intituled "An Ordinance to continue cer­
tain expiring laws" be re1icl a third time
and passed.

J\'I r. DL\.:::\ seeonded. 

Question " That this Bill be now read a 
thirrl time anLl passed " put, and fLgreed to. 

Bill rcacl the third time and passed. 

G.urnLING P1rnvEN'1'10N (A�IEND�IEN'l') BILL. 
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr . 

PrethE1t·oc) : I beg to move thfLt a Bill 
intituled ".A.n Ordinance further to amend 
the Gambling Pi-evcntion Ordinance, 
Ch,i.ptcr 05, by in,d<ing it ,in offence for 
any pernon in the Colony to sell or deliver 
a.ny ticket in any Lottery conducted out­
side the Colony" be read a third time and 
passed. 
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Mr. D'ANDRADE (Comptroller of 
Customs) seconded. 

Question " That t,his Bill be now read a 
third time :ind passed" put, and agreed to. 

Bill rea,d the third time a,nrl pas�ed. 

FIRE.urns (A�rnNDMEN'l') BILL.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move that a Bill intituled " An Ordi­
nance to amend the Firearms Ordinance, 
1940, with respect to the date upon which 
Firearms which have been surrendered to 
the Police may be disposed of at the dis­
cretion of the Commissioner of Police" be 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE seconded. 

Question "That this Bill be now read a 
third time and passed" put, and 1Lgreed to. 

Bill read the third time and passed. 

GEORGETOWN (TAXA'l'ION AND RATING 
CONCESSIONS) BILL. 

THE A'l'TORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move that a Bill intituled " An Ordi­
nance to confer power on the Georgetown 
Town Council to exempt or to exempt par­
tially the owners of cert:Lin properties in 
the City from the li,Lbility to pay taxei; or 
rates for a limited period" be read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE seconded. 

Question " That this Bill be now read a 
third time and passed" put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the third time 1c1,nd passed. 

DnAINAGE AND I1.m1GA'.l'JON B1u. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move that a Bi 11 inti tu led " An Ordi­
nance to esta,blish the Drniuage and Irri­
gation Board; to define its duties and 
prescribe its powers and for purposes 
connected with the matters aforesaid " be 
rea<l a third time and passed. 

Mr. D'ANDRALJE seconded. 

Question " That this Bill be now read a 
third time and passed " put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the third time and passed. 

COLONIZATION FUND (H.ESEllVR APPIWPK!­
A'l'ION) BILL. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer) : I 
beg to move that a Bill intituled " An 
Ordinance to make provision for the 
transfer of the coloniz,Ltion reserve to the 
general revenue of the Colony " be read lL 
third time and passed. 

Mr. AUSTIN seconderl. 

(�uestion "That this Bill be now read tL 
third time and passed " put, ,Lnd agreed to. 

Ilill ret\d the third time �u1Ll passed. 

81>A DEFENCgS \A)lENDMEN'.L') BILL.

Mr. CASE (Direetor of Public Works
and Sea Defences) : l beg to move that a 
Bill intituled "An 0L"dinam:e further to 
amend the Sea Defences Ordinance, 
Ch,Lptcr 118, with respe<.:t to the remov,Ll 
from the foreshore by estate owners of the 
stumps of felled couricla trees" 1,e re,Ld ,t 
third time and passed. 

DL". MACLENNAN (Director of Medical 
Services) :seconded. 

(�ucstion "'l'lrnt thi:s Bill be now reiu.l a 
third time and passed" put, and agrned to. 

Bill read the third ti me and passed. 

G EOHG WL'OWN RA'l'ING Br LL. 

The Council r<:>wlved itself into Com­
mittee and p1·oeocded to consicl pr tlw 
following Bill cl1rn�e by elausc :-

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to prescribe the 
method to be adopted in computing the Taxes 
and Rates to be levied and collected by the 
Mayor and Town Council of Georgetown in 
respect of the year nineteen hundred and forty­
one. 

Clau,;e 2-Comput,Ltion of taxes and 
rates for 194 l. 

Mr. JACOB: I beg to move the 
deletion of this clause. This chtuse will 
give the Town Council power to levy taxes 
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and rates on valuations according to the 
Georgetown Rating Ordinance of 1937. 
From I 937 to now there have been various 
improvements in the town and, I think, it 
is distinctly unfair that those properties 
whiuh have been improved should not pay 
any t�t:rntion on those improvements. I 
think some other means should be adopted, 
and I suggest for the uareful consideration 
of Government tlrnt the 1939 assessment 
be taken and not the 1937 one. The 1937 
assessment was very low, and there was a 
great der1l of uomph�int about it resulting 
in the general appraisement in 1938-1939. 
It is far more agreeable to take the 193 9 
va.luations. 

A suggestion was made here yesterday by 
the hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
(Mr. Perny C. Wight) and supported by the 
hon. Member for Georgetown South (Mr. 
Gons,ilves), who are Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor respectively of the Corporation, that 
the provisions of this Bill should go further 
and make it legal for the Town Council not 
to have a general appraisement for another 
two 0r three years. The onus is on the 
Town Council to put their house in order. 
They foiled to do so in 1939 and 1940 
and pl'Oba.bly will fail ag,tin in 19!1, and 
so they have come back to this Council to 
ask for special power:; to levy taxes on the 
1937 assessment. I do not think this Gov­
ernment ought to assist the Town Counuil 
in that matter. I do not think this Gov­
ernment should assist the Town Council to 
carry on an irregularity of that kind. 

Yesterday when I quoted figures taken 
from the O.fficial Uazette and stated that 
over $20,000 was wasted or about to be 
wasted in assessment, the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central took a ;;lip of paper 
from his pocket and began to quote figures 
which were absolutely incorrect. 'l'he 
amount spent in 1938 for appraisements 
tit the instance of the Mltyor and Town 
Council as rfotailed in the Official Gazetle
dated 23rd December, 1939, at page 2,375, 
and signed by the Mayor, Percy C. ·wight, 
and the Town Clerk, G. D. Bayley, was 
$1,604.48. In 1939 the actual expenditure 

.-taken again from the /Jfficial Gazette­
was $10,001.35. I do not know what is 
the amount given in the Town HlLll, but 
this is what every responsible citizen goes 
by-the O.fficial Gazette of the Colony, 
printed by the autho,·ity of His Excellen.cy 
the Governor and published for the in• 

formation of the general public. The 
approved expenditure for 1940 is $4,800 
and the estimated expenditure for 1941 is 
$5,000. Those am authenti.c figut·es, and 
I do ask hon. Members of this Council not 
to give other hon. Members the painful 
duty to refer to figures over and over that 
are correct. 

It. was stated vesterd,w that the 
approved estimate fo�· 19-!0 Jias not been 
spent. There is no note on this document 
to show that the fl.LUOUnt is a revote, and 
to further support that conteution I would 
like to refer thi8 Council to the (J_tficial
Gazette of L 93 9 which showed that the 
approved expenditure for 1939 wa:; $1,300 
while the estimated expenditurn was 
$10,001. It only shows that certain 
Members of this Council-and I am sony 
to siiy there are a good many-deliberately 
make statements which �ire misleading to 
this Council and to the general public. 
Those :;tatements are published in the 
Press and create the impression that Mem­
bers-at least those who do not control the 
Press-get up here and make rnsh state­
ments. It is time that the Press of this 
Colony re,tlize that they should verify con­
flicting statements or publish both state­
ments. One section of the Press is con­
tinually misleading the public by publish­
ing wrong information. I hope I shall not 
have to refer to this matter again. 

I have made it perfectly clear that 
$21,000 was to be spent by the Town 
Council up to the end of 19±1. Then I 
went further and stated that owing to 
litigation brought about by n,isumnagemcnt 
another $10,000 had been spent. Yl:essrs, 
Wieting and Richtel', Ltd., and other people 
had a Supreme Court matter with the Town 
Council as the result of the appraisement. 
That amount and the $21,000 to be 
spent by the Town Council make a total 
amount of over $30,000 of the ratepayen;' 
money under expenditure on this Town 
Council mess. Tlmt statement is disputed, 
but I am happy to say that my statement in 
the first inst,incc is substtmtially correct. 

Further it is staf.ed that I havo an object; 
I am a disappointed man, �ind that is why 
I make the statement. I may be dis­
appointed. Reference was made to the 
fact that I contested for a seat.on the 
Town Couuuil on three occasions and failed. 
� thtnk it is within the knowledge of all 
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that the hon. Member for Georgetown Cen­
tral lost at least three times before he got 

. into the Legislature. It is no c1·ime or dis­
grace for }WY public man to be defeated at 
the poll even on six occasions. Stntes­
men all over the world have been defeated 
over and over. I am therefore not so dis­
appointed at my failure to get on the Town 
Council that it should cause me to come to 
this Council and make statements criticiz­
ing the Town Council. I mainttLin tlmt if 
the Town Council Ordinance is clmnged and 
there is a different system of election, 
the majority of members at present on the 
Town Council will not be there. I go 
further and sav that if the recommenda­
tions of the Royal Commission are put 
into effect several Elected Members of this 
Council will not be here. It is time 
that hon. Members of this Council, 
particularly the Elected Members, realize 
that it is the voice of the people that 
lrns placed them here. They may not 
he wealthy, cannot control the Press and 
cannot own properties, but they certainly 
live in the Colony and contribute to the 
taxes and rates and should have the right 
of voting, at least the large ma,jority of 
them. I plead with hon. Elected .Members 
not to contradict other Members when 
they know tha,t their statements are with­
out merit. In this ca8e it was deliber­
ately clone. I am sorry to have to say that, 
but the hon. Member for Georgetown Cen­
tral deliberately made misleading statements 
here. He is Mayor of the City nnd it is a 
shame, a scandalous disgra,ce, for a gentle­
man holding such an exa,lted post in this 
Colony to come to this Council ,ind make 
misleading statements. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT : With regard 
to a great deal of the remarks of the last 
speaker I roust say that it is another in­
stance of his juggling with figures. I read 
from a portion of the Official Gazette of the 
same cla,te referred to by the hon. Member 
and had cut it out particularly anticipa­
ting tlmt gentlem,m's mis-statement of 
facts. 'rhe facts are clea,rly set out but 
the hon. MemlJer has rwoided them. On a 
previous day the hon. Membet· clearly 
sta,te<l that it had cost the Town Council 
between $30,000 and $40,000 over that 
mess, yesterday he said it wa,s $20,000 and 
this morning he s;:Lys $21,000. I made it 
perfec"tly clear that I was reading from an 
extract from the Official Gazette, and I dis­
tinct,ly stated that therein under " Miscel-

la,neous-A ppra.i8ements at the instance of 
the Mayor ,md Town Council--the approved 
estimated expenditure for apprnising prop­
erties on a,ccount of improvements wa,8 $800 
and f01· gcncrnl apprni;;ements of the City 
for the yea,r l 038 (to cover eost of any 
a,ppea,ls) $500 making a tot,Ll of $1,300. 
The aetmLl expenditure was ,Ls follows:-

Appraiseuwnts on Accoimt of J,npro-ve­
ments-

Advertising ... . .. $ 47.39 
Solicitor's Fees for 5 unheard Ap-

peals-less 50% . .. 12.50 
Solicitor-Appearancos-10 Appeals 50.00 

Mr. JACOB (interjecting): I would like 
to know where the hou. Member i,; getting 
his figure,; from now. ·will he quote the 
page? 

Mr. PERCY C. ·w1GHT: The hon. 
::',fember rnforrecl to the 1!)39 expenditure, 
and I have partienbdy cut out this part 
of the statement on the 193 9 es.penclitul'e 
from (;he 0.f/icial Gazette. It is there for 
every hon. Member of Council to see. 

Mr. JACOH : I h,1ve the whole of the 
0,(fic·ial Gazette for 1939. I have the one 
dated December 23rd, 1939, l,ere, and I 
should lib-, to give it to the hon. Member 
for him to quote those figures from it. 

l\llr. PERCY C. WIGHT: These are 
the r�visf1d ftgure8 published in the O.fficial 
Gazette. If the hon. Member does not 
understand th,Lt, I am not responsible for 
his ignornnce in that direction. He can 
juggle with figure,; more than most people 
can, but that does not concern me. I am 
reading from the :-;tatement published in 
the Official Gazette-

Costs awarded Appellants ... $ 82.48 
Serving Notices, etc., Car Hire 16.68 
Stoby, Gomes & Santos-

Appraisers . . . .. 1,632.00 
Seth, Thorne & D'Andrade-Pre-

paring and Serving Notices ... 120.00 
General Appraisements-

Advertising Appeal Cases ... $ 12.88 
Crane's Booklet 2.40 
Solicitor-Appearances-270 cases l,3!i0.00 
Solicitor Fee for 78 unheard cases 

at $5 less 50% 195.00 
Appellants costs ... 1,922.00 
Witness fees 96 

'!.'hose «ppelhtnts are the people who got 
an injunction on appeal from the a,ppra,ise­
ment of their property. The Judge de­
cided the matter ,111cl the Town Couneil 
abided by the decision. 

___._ 
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Action- "White v. TowtL Clerk-

Deposits against costs ... $ :!40.00 
J.A.Lnckboo-fce .. 500.00 
Costs awarded J)laintiff.-Injunc-

tion Proceedings . 1,41'1.4-1 
Costs awarded plaintiff --Action 1,014.98 
Taxed Bill of Costs as betw!'cn 

Solicito1· and Client, $1,892 64 
IC'ss deposit against costs $2.40 
J. A. Luckhoo's foe $500 ... 1,152.64 

V. C. Dias-Drafting Jnvalidating 
Ordinance and sPrviccs in con-
nccti�n therewith .. . 150.00 

Mcmorand um on thC' system of 
rating and valuation in George­
town and suggestions for 
improvement by Alfred V 
Crane, LL.B !Land.) 85.00 

They m:Lke a grand total of )fi LO,Oul.:J;'J, 
whi1.Jh I st11tud yesterday in round fignrcH. 

vVi th regard Lo tlw sum of )fi-1,000 on 
the @stimates for l !HO that amount h,ts 
not been oxpended ns t,he,·e has bel'n no 
valuations for 19-!0. In tlH' HI± 1 esti­
mates the amount i.� rr-voted a,nd pla1.Jed 
at $:5,000 to be nHed in the event of a 
Hettlemeat hPing n.rri vod ,LL as to the rnotlC' 
of .:Lpprnising p1·operti1·s. All of theHL' 
amounts lHLVf' been >LddPrl tugetlwr and 
madt' to totn,l )!;21,000. If Lhat is not 
juggling with figures J do not know what 
is. Tlrnt is in keeping with the 
last spe,Lker's stH.tements. HP does not 
satisfy himself ,Ls Lo faet� before he 
comes here, a11cl it is hemLuse of t,h,tt 
he makes wild stn,tements and ,d;tacks per­
sons superio1· to him�elf. l-Il' i:-; suff<'rin� 
from inferiority complex. I am perfe1.Jtly 
willing to al low him to eontinuc to du so 
without e,1eu nmking the suggl'stion t,hat 
he should stop his unsC't·m ly heltaviour in 
this Council. 

I was reported this morning to lmvo said 
tlmt $10,000 was put down for (L new V,Llu­
tttion s1.Jheme. Hou. NI embers here will 
recall th.Lt I mack• 110 sueh statement. 
\-Vhat I did Hay was th,tt )!;4,000 wns put 
down but was not spent ,md was thcrdore 
canied fonv,Lr<l with an addition. \Vith 
these 1·cmarks I take my seat. If the hon. 
.i\lember wants any further informatiou he 
mtn 1tpply to the Town Council and they 
will supply him with every bit of it. 

Mr. JACOB: I am not going to answer 
the irrelevancies and 1J1is-stal,ement� mado. 
I have given the page itnd date of the O.f/i­
cial Gcizette from which I quoted my figures 
so that my statements can be verified. I 

clo n,,;k Your ExccllC'ncy to bLkl' tlw tl'nuble 
to Yerif.,· Lhese parti�u lar stateme11ls on 
Lhi8 Ji.Ll"i icu la r matter anrl sf't' \\'hctlwr tlw 
hon. M.1ln1bP1· for GP.-,rget,own Centnil, \\'hO 
tells us lw is of a superior 1mtu1·l•-one of 
Llrn sup1•1·ior kind 011 Cod's t'>trtlt---n11<l l 
>Lil! of tl11• inferior ki 11d, is uorrrd or not;.
J tL1n suffering from no eo111pl1•x. P1•rhaps
lw ii:; suffering from a supPrior co111pl1•x. l
just want to n,Lil th(• lic:;-t,J1e b,t�e li1·H-
11rnrlB un tht· wbjout.

1'11E CHATR:\lAN: The hon. )lPmhcr 
mm;t confine him:self to Pnrli,u11cutal'y lan­
guage! 

:\l r .. ) . .\ co·13: lfr has lll<LflP h>LSl" 111is­
stnturnents with t,hr• nhjL•ct of 111isl1·,Lding 
thi� Uouneil a11rl t.hr ]>Ubliv. 

TUE CH,\ rn.M AK: ThP hon. A-le111her 
urn:st limit hiiu:;elf to P,Lrli,L1ncnt,Lry ]Jl'0-
ct'durc. 

1fr. JACOB: J am saying, si1·, T rlo 
not thiuk t,he hon .. 'YlernlH'r should he 
allowed to continm• Lo mislt•arl the puhlie 
and this Council. The pulJlic has hecu 
misl,-,rl by the hon. �[embC't· for George­
town North for quite a long time. 

Mr. .PERCY C. WIGHT: I do not 
k11ow why the hon. lVlcmbcr for Gl'Mge­
t0\\'ll North (Mr. t>c,Lford) should be 
brought, in. 'l'h;.Lt is ;mollH•t· 111is-staLPment 
of facts. 

Mr. JACO13: l ask Lhat, my disscmt, lie 
re1.Jor<led. 

Trrn UHATRMAN: I n'gr<'t that, c;m­
not be done. The hon. :i\IewhL'r has rnovcrl 
that the ehLUse be deleted and he can have 
tL division if he likes. 

'\Jr. JACOB: The Cowwil is so 
depleted! 

Tern CHA TRMAN : T am afrnitl thn.t 
the hon. Membe1·'s appeal 1,o the Elected 
.Members h,L:s not gone very far. 

Question " '.!'hat the ChLUse stanrl p,Lrt 
of tl1e ilill" put, and agreed Lo. 

The Council t·csuwetl. 

N otiee was given tlmt ;_ti, the next or 
a subsequent U1ectiug of t,h,• Uouucil it 



411 U.S.A. Bases Bill 18 DECEMBER, 1940. -Second Reading 4.12

woulrl be moved that, the Bill be read a 
third time ,Lnrl passed. ('l.'he Attorney­
Gencral). 

AcQu1s1·rwN OF IAND (U.�.A. Arn ,1NJJ 
NAVAi, J3ASES) BILL. 

T11E ATTORXEY--GENEH.-U .. : I beg 
to 11\Ul'l' that, ,L !Jill intituled "An Urdi­
mrnc<· to provide for the imnwdiat<' vest­
ing of t·ertain lands in the Colony and fot· 
purpose,; connc-ded therewith" be- read a 
,;econrl time. I suppose 1Lll hon. Mem­
bers present in this Council to-day ,u·e 
aware of the Agreement made between the 
Government of the United Kingdom aud 
the Government of the United i::,tates of 
Ameriua whereby in exchange for fift_,· 
destroyct·s the Imperial Government 
undertook tlrnt the United RtaLes Govern­
ment should have tl1e use of certain ,1,i r 
and nan1,) bases in N ewfounrlland, t,he 
\Vest Indies and this Colony. That ag1·ee­
ment provided th,1,t the bases shall be 
gr:mted on lease for 99 years. Hou. Mem­
bers ,Lre aw,Lre of the fact that the 
United States of America implemented 
their flide of the a,grccment by handing 
over the destroyers. It is uow for this 
Council, so fat· as this Colony is concerned, 
to carry out our piu·t, by providing the 
necessary land for use by the United 
States of America as air and n,wal bases. 

For this purpose it iR clearly desirable 
tlrn,t the lessor should lie the Government, as 
that will prevent any possibility of miscon­
ception arising in respect of the ownership 
of the land concerned. It is also a prnutical 
advanta,gc to have one lease in respect oE 
each base, or possibly in respect of all the 
b,Lses, instead of many leases by the variou:-1 
proprietors of lands which ma,y bP affected. 
It will save considerable time and expense 
to the proprietors by relieving them from 
the necessity of executing sep,1,rate deeds. 
In the first place, therefore, it iij necess,uy 
for the Colony to acquire the lands in order 
that they may afterwards be leased to the 
United States of America. 

A1:, I mentioned before, it is not known 
exactly whore those bases will be sited. 
We know approxima,tely but not exactly, 
and therefore we are not definitely certain 
that any of the pt'0perty involved will be 
privately owned. P1·obably some of it will 
be p1•ivate property, but it i:; fairly certain 
that a large part of it will be Crown land. 

The first object of this Bill is to vest in 
the Colony certain lands, but as the 
boundaries of those landfi are not yet 
known th<'y cannot he defined in thP liill. 

Thei·eforo the only possible thing to do 
is to requPst this Uouncil to invest the 
Governor in Council \Yith power to duf-ine 
the boundnrir� uf any land required when 
they nrc known. This Bill then p1·ovides 
that when the boundaries are defined and 
published in an Order in Council the lands 
within such boundaries shall forthwith 
become Colonv hLnds. It is ueuessal"\' to 
put that pro;ision in the 13ill because 
speedy process may be requin·d. 

Hon. Members m,i,_\T wonder why the 
Acquisition of Land for Publiu Purposes 
Ordinance is not applicable to these cases. 
There are two reasons. The first iH th;Lt 
it is extrPmely doubtful whether the 
acquisition of land for the pm·posc of 
lousing it to a foreign power is a public 
purpose at ;dl. The second is that in the 
ca,;e of privnte lands certain action can be 
taken by the hmd-owners under that Ordi­
nance which might hold up thP acquistion 
for sornc considen1,ble ti me. In this 
particulat· case tntnsfet· of title may be a 
matter of some urgency. The actual right 
to occupy the land may also be required 
very quickly. Provision is therefore made 
in the Bill whereby the date of vesting in, 
and occupation by, the Colony shall be 
fixed bv the Governor in Council when the 
facts a;·e known. At the moment it is not 
known when the land will be requil'ed. 

With regard to the Bill itself, it was 
necess,u·y Lo devise 11, new prncedure which 
would emLble the la-nds when defined to be 
secured in a manner which is both fair m1d 
re,Lson.�ble, having regard to all the cir­
cumstances, to the present oucupiers. If 
hon. Members will just turn to the Bill 
they will see that in Clause 2 power is 
given to the Governor in Council to acquit·e 
cert,Lin lands-" the Governor by Order in 
Council shall define the boundaries of the 
required lands and from the date of the 
Ordct• or from sucli later da.te a,; rmw be 
specified in the Order those areas ;hall 
become Colony lands.'' 

Clause :-1 provides that the Govemor in 
Council may direct the date by which 
these lands shall be evacuated by the pres­
ent holders, In war-time things move 
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quickly and, in particular, the Nation 
which is taking the lease of these lands 
moves very quickly when a start is made. It 
is necessary, therefore, that the Governor 
in Council shall have power to remove the 
present occupants from the arefts before 
the work is started. Natu1·ally, hO\vever, 
every care will be taken to fix. that <late as 
far ahead as is pos�ible. The people con­
cerned will be gi von as long notice as pos­
sible in tho conditions prevailing at the 
time 

The next clause---4-is the usual one in 
an Acquisition Bill. It prohibits all deal­
ings in the lands after the publication of 
the notice. That provision is intended to 
prevent speculation. 

Clause 5 enables his Excellency the Gov­
ernor to appoint Olain.1s Settlement Officers 
-a very common procedure elsewhere.
The basic ide,L is that one or more officers
shall be �ippointed to proceed to the actual
site and the1·e make the valmition of all
the property which is to be taken over, and
in order to speed matters up these oflic�1·s
will be given power and the necessary funds
to make payment there and then as soon as
the assessment i� accepted without the
necessity of having vouchers prepared and
submitted to the Trea,mry in Georgetown,
getting ,t cheque and then going t,o the
Bank with the cheque ..

Clause 6 is merely the procedure where­
by people having c.:hims shall inform the 
Claims Settlement Officer of the mtture of 
their claims. Clatrne 7 clenls with the 
assessment of compensation and briefly all 
that clause says is this : for the purpose of 
assessing compensation the relative pro­
visions in the Acquisition of LanJ for 
Public Purpo�es Ordinancn shall apply and 
the Claims Settlement Ofliccr shall apply 
the rules set forth in that Ordinance. 

Clau�e !) dc:ds with the registration of 
title, and clause 10 gi 1>es ,L right to any 
iucumbrnuce to enter oppo�ition to the 
transfer of title. But that opposition 
shall apply to the payment of compensation 
oi; ly and nob to the registrntion of title. 
Cl�Luse 11 neprorluces e:x:,u,tly a similar 
provision in the .Acquisition of Land for 
l'ublic Purposes Ordinance. If a claims 
settlement otl:icer and a claimant are unalile 
to come to an agreement ns to the amount 
of compens,ttion, the claimant may go to 

the Magistrate's Court. The Magistrate 
may then hold a special court on the site 
itself, view the property and himself fr,:: 
the amount of compensation to be paid to 
the clairuant. 

Chmse 12 provides the penalty for 
obstrnction, which is usual in ,dl Orcli­
mwceR of this nature. Clause 13 prov·ides 
the procedure to be followed in any prose­
cution under· this Ordinance. 

Mr. SEAFORD seconded. 

Question put, 11,ud agreed to. 

Bill 1·ead the second time, 

'l'hc Council rnsolved itself into Com­
mittee and prnceeded to consider the Bill 
clause by clause. 

ClauRe 11--Power of Magistrate to 
assess amount of compensation when 
claimant declines to accept offer of claims 
tiettlement oJticer. 

Mr. ;JACOB: Comparing this Bill with 
the Bill tlHLt has just been mndc liLw-" An 
Ordimmce to establish a Drainage and 
Irrigation Board "-Section 30 of that 
Orclimmce says: 

If either the Board or the claimant is dis­
satisfied with the decision of a magistrate 
under the preceding section an appeal may be 
made by the dissatisfied party in the manner, 
and subject to the conditions, provided by the 
Summary Jurisdiction (Appeals/ Ordinance in 
regard to civil causes. 

I notice t.hat the dn1fting of both Bills 
is practically the same, but there is no 
,;pecifie provision in thi,; Bill giving the 
right of appeal from the Magi�tr11,te's 
decision. I do not know if there is ,L 
right of appeal urnJer this Bill, but it is 
not specifically stt1ted as iu Draft Bill 196. 
I do not I-now if the l\11:agistrate's decision 
would be final in respect of thi,; Bill. 

Tm, ATTOH.NEY-GENEH-AL: With 
regard to the point j nst rni�ed by the hon. 
Member, it wa,; not overlooked. A� it 
stm1d� a,t the moment this Bill when 
enacted gives 110 further right to appeal 
from the Magistrnte's decision. 'l'lmt was 
not put in, designedly for the reason that the 
plots in the areas concerned happen to he 
quite small and the amount of compens,1tion 
in respect of each is likely to be very 
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sma,ll indeed. Very little dama,ge will be 
done to pcrson,tl ri!:(hts and, therefore, it 
was thought desirable that those who get 
eompen:sation should not :sqm,nder what is 
clue to them iu litig,ttion by appealing to 
the Supreme Comt. Your .KxcellPncy 
yoursolf rrtised the point with DH' when )'OU 
tirst saw the Bill. Jn view of Your Excl'l­
leney',; query I Jmve prepared an ,tmend­
ment to intrnduce a similar clause if it is 
thought desin1,ble. As the matter has 
been rai:sed in Council there is 110 harm in 
putting it in. That being the ease, I shall 
move ::i,s a,n ,1,menrlment in due cour�c Lhat 
a new Cla,uso 12 ho inserted. 

Chrnse 12-Right of appeal from 
decision of magistrate. 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move that n new Clau:se 12 Le in:serted 
in the Bill to read as follow:-;: 

12. If either the claimant or a claims settle­
ment officer is dissatisfied with the decision of 
a magistrate under the preceding section an 
appeal may he made by the dissatisfied party 
in the manner and subject to the conditions 
provided by the Summary Jurisdiction 
(Appeals) Ordinance in regard to civil causes. 

Qm•stion put, and agrred to. 

Cla,uses U to ],Jc as printed were 
renumbered aH clauses 13 to 15. 

The Couneil J"CSUllll'll. 

Notice was given tlut n,t the next or n 
Hubsequent meetillg of the Council it would 
he movc,cl that the Bi 11 he read ,L third 
time a,ncl p,,sscd. ( The .Atlorney-Ge1ienil).

St:COND !::lUPPl,l::MEN'L'AR, ES'L'DtA'l'lc:, 1940. 
'L'111 , COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 

lwg tu move the following motion : 

THAT, this Council approves the Second 
Schedule of Additional Provision required to 
meet expenditure in excess of the provision 
made in the Estimates of Expenditure for the 
year 1940, which has been laid on the tab1e. 

There ,trc not nmny itemH in this Sched­
ule, which totals $[l7,000. The principal 
one is on page :l under "l'ublic: vVorb 
.Anmmllv Hecurrent "-Hearl XXXVJ­
an item ·for $20,000. This is really ,t rP­
votc. On the Third !::lupplomcntaey Esti­
mates for 193!) the sum of $30,000 was 

provided as a revolving fund for the pur­
chase of timber stocks for Government 
Buildings, ancl ,Lt the close of that year 
only $1,600 had been Hpent. This year the 
sum of $20,000 i,; being ,1skticl for as a l'e­
vote. Unrfor Head X LY-Post O{tice 
Extrnorrlinary-thei-e are three items, all 
lwing n·vott·:s ns stn.tecl in tho marginal 
note:;. At the foot of tho page in tl1e last 
column at the righthnnd side the amount of 
90 cents shoulrl rnad $90. On page 4 the 
l,1,l'gest amount iR under Head XTII­
-Lnnds ,.nd Mines-item. 5-" Labour 
and Bntioning of La.bout'," $2,370." It is 
expenditure in connection with surveys 
eanied out for companies in the interior 
}tnd is recovorablc. About $5,000 will be 
rceovcred in fees. 

On page 6 the ffrst item undel' Head 
XLVI-Public Work,; Extrnordinary-is
"Unspecified vVorks, $!l75." The Anglican 
Chureh has deposited with the Govern­
ment $600 to be spent in renovating the 
Chapel at :Mazaruni. The whole work is 
estimated to cost $975. In view of the 
amount drposited only $3, 5 will be pro­
vided by Government. I am sure hon. 
i\fombei-s rti·e very grateful to His Lordship 
tlw Bishop for the gift. 1t was money 
collected Home years a,go from persons out­
side Government, and now that the popula­
tion luLs been increased considernblv it 
seem:s a suitable time to renovate • the 
Chapel whieh had certainly fallen into a· 
ver_v bad state of repair. 

Tlwt'l' iH al:so ,u1 item for $60:i under 
In-igation and Drainage. ·when the tender 
was pL'epared some time in 19:3 9 the 
tigures were btisccl on pre-war prices, and 
Government consiclern that the Contractor 
should be granted $51+ iu view of the in­
creased prices. The balauce is required 
to pa)' for a, little extrn ·work carried out 
bY the Contrncto1· at Government's re -
f[�lC;;t. 

Mr. DTAt::l seconded. 

The Couneil resolved itself into Com­
mittee and eonsiderecl the !::lchedule of 
�i\.clclit,ion.il Provision without cli�cussion. 

The Council rPsumecl. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: With 
the permission of the Council I beg to 
amend the original motion by the substitu-
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tion of the words "as passed in Commit­
tee " for the words " whid1 has been laid 
on the table." 

Question put, and agreed to. 

ESTIMATES, 1941. 
The Council resolved itself into Com­

mittee and resumed considerntion of the 
Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed 
from revenue during the yea,r enrling 31st 
December, 19±1, which huve betn bid on 
the ta,ble. 

Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ask 
leave to recommit Head VIIJA-Eduea­
tion-on page 13. 

T1rn CHAIR:YIAN: It was understood 
when the Com01ittee rorn that several 
Heads weL·e to be recurlllnitted for: eoa­
siderntiou. \V tJ ure now dealing with 
those Heads, 

EDUCATION-SCHOOLS, INS'l'ITU'l'IONS AND 

JYI1sc 1,LLAN EOUS. 

Item 11-Grantti, $54,743. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET.A.UY I 
move that the iHUOtmt pbLcecl on the 
EHtimates for Grants to Aided SchoolH­
lti27,840-be increased by $8,708 and car­
ried out at $36,5!8. Unfortunately in the 
preparation of the drnft eHtimates the 
Department lost sight of the fact that ,L 
new Code had come into force and, 
although pro17i8ion in some of the items 
affected by the new Code was made, one 
item was overlooked. In the foot-note to 
item 11 hon. Members ·will see " Increase 
in Stationery and Maintemw<.:e grnuts as a 
result of inerease in avern,gc attendance, 
$860." Tlmt is tlie it.em affected, The 
additional amount has to be inserted to 
provide for the new scale in connection 
with these gral'lts. The increase is about 
40 to 50 per c1:·nt. higher tlum under 
the old Code. The foot-uote should be 
iuuenclecl to read : " TncreaHC in 8tationery, 
Maintenance aml Equipment _grants ,ts the 
resu-lt of increased provision to the gra11ts 
provided for under the new Code and in­
crease in average attenrlnnce," and inste,Ld 
of $860 the amount of $9,568 should be 
inserted, and the totrLl rtt the foot of the 
page made $15,637 instead of $6,929. 
1\.fter this item is passed I shall then 
inform the Council of the amended total 
of that Haad. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Perhaps the hon. 
Director of Educatiou may explaiu the 
1mitter. 

Mr. CREASE (Director of Education) : 
I very much regret it has been found 
11ecessary to come to this Council and ask 
for 1tll additional amount of $8,708 to be 
moved in unrle1· item 11. It is an omission 
that w1Ls mnde in the .Estimates for 1941 
due to it being ovedooked among the many 
increases provider! fot· by the new Code, I 
think tho omiHsion is one which may be 
l'Cgal'ded as possibly due to the additional 
wo1·k involved in the studying of the new 
Corle, ,ind it is very rnu<.:11 l'egretted that it 
was onl�· rliscovernrl when the pl'Ogramme 
for 19-ll .Maintenance and l<.:quipment 
Grants was being rnvised for issue to the 
vnrious Governing Borl il's. I may �tdd that 
the increases for thesr, two gnLnts-Main. 
tenance and J!;quipment-are the two most 
important mulcr the new Code Regula­
tions. '.1'110 111ajo1·ity of the i;ehools &t'e in 
a very bad state of disrepair and lack 
modern furnitUl'e. I sincerely hope thi,:; 

Coun<.:il will approve of this "move-in " in 
order to i11<.:rease tho very sma,11 annual 
grnnt for nrninten,mee ,mJ equip01ent. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I think it is most 
unfortunate that Government had to come 
to this Council to-day and ask for the re­
committal of this vote ;md for such a large 
inc1·e,tsc on the already increased expen­
diture under this He,Lcl. I s,Ly it is very 
unfortunate bcc;ause th is Council wi 11 
remembe1·, that when I Iris Head ciime up in 
the Council there w,ts a somewhat acri-
1nonious debate, anJ I fr.el sure that lia,d 
hon. Menrhors an_v idea that it was likely 
to be re<.:001111itted or to come up again 
there woultl Ir.we bL'l'll a fuller· attendance 
than there is at the present time. Unfor­
tu1rntelv there are no more than three or 
four Ele<.:ti ves pre8ent, as for as I cau 
see. I feel tlmt ha<l some of these Mern­
bl'!'s here present-and l iudude myself­
known that they "·<•t·e going to be called 
upon to increase the vote by another 
$8,000 they would have tried to pernuade 
Government to _go rather more carefullv 
into these f-igut·�•s. 

J, personally, had stretched my con­
science very for in agrneing to the $50,000 
increase, and had I .knov,n it was uearel' 
$60,000 than $50,000 I would have cer­
tainly asked Government-and I am going 
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. to do so now-if it cannot reconsider 
this vote and try to comb it out in order 
to see if a saving cannot be effected not 
ouly under this item but others. I am not 
in a position to say which item is more 
important, but I do feel it might be possi­
ble to make a certain amount of reduction 
under the various items so as not to 
increase the total vote under this Head. 

I feel that under present conditions, 
when we are trying to save everything we 
possibl_y can, there is a limit to expenditure 
and to increases hevond which J think it 
is almost immoral to go. As you h,we �aid 
more tha,n once, sir, we do not know wh .. t 
to-morrow is going to bring forth and it is 
impossible to foresee our estimate. In view 
of that I feel we should mrd;:e a limit, and I 
also feel tha,t that limit was reached when 
we agreed to the $50,000. I therefore do 
appea,l to Government to consider the mat­
ter and see it it is not possible to go 
through this vote and t:omb it out--this 
item and othet· items under this Head. I 
regret I cannot support the addition, and 
if it is put to the vote I would have to vote 
against this extra incretLse. 

Mr. LEE : I sincerely hope- that out of 
this maintemmce vote provision will be 
J.l)ade for the schools in my constituency. 
The children, attending the schools when 
the rain falls, lmve to nm for shelter 
into the Churches. I feel sure that if hon. 
Elected Members know how the children 
are crowded together in order to be taught 
at school thev would certainlv not interfere 
with the req�est of the hoO:-. Director of 
Education for an increased vote for main­
tenance. 

Mr. CREASE: Wit,h regard to the 
remarks by the hon. Member for George­
town North (Mr, i::,raford), he asked 
Government whether it is possible to 
reduce perhaps one or more of the other 
items in order to meP.t this inceease under 
item 11. It is difficult at this time to give 
him any assurance that his request can be 
carried out. There is a possibility of 
effecting savings under certain sub-heads 
part,icularly in respect of item 10 (3)­
Additional Teachers, $8,400 Before a,ny 
increase of expenditure takes place that 
increase has to be approved by the 
Secretary of State, and that approval is nor­
mallv received four 01· five months after 
the beginning of the year. We should be 

able to effect certain savings under that 
sub.head. 

With rPgard to the request of the hon, 
Member for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) 
that the schools in his constituency should 
receive special consideration, I am afraid 
tluLt I cannot promise this as the grants 
for maintena,nce and equipment are paid 
on a definite scale in accordance with the 
average attendance of each school. 

Mr. AUSTIN: We all regret that at 
this partit:ubr time this amount should bo 
moved in, but I feel that a very genuine 
11.1istake has been made and had this 
amount been inclu<leLl in the original 
estimate it would have been passed. This 
is a vote in connectio11 with the new Code 
,md although most of us think that the 
Educ,ttion Vote particularly this year is 
higher than this Colony can afford, we 
hope in later years it will be kept down 
to a propor average so that we will not 
pay mol'e for education than we can 
poHsibly afford. In this inst,mce I really 
consider that if this vote had come up 
when we first considel'ed the estimate it 
would have heen passed. I will therefore 
vote for it. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN: J quite agree that 
it is highly unfortumitc that it is necessary 
at this sbge to move a motion of thiH kind. 
Of coul'se it is a sheer accident that it is 
being done ·when the Elet:tives ure thinly 
repl'esented. It is very unfortunate, and 
I propose to take steps to se0 that errors 
of this kind do not ot:cur again as far as 
possible. It would have been very much 
better if we had the whole picture before 
us itt the original discussion. Govern­
ment does feeli however, that it is cliilicult 
to iro back now and reduce concessions 
that have been ,tlrcady ,1,greed to by 
the Council. but on the other hand I feel 
that the schools should not be allowed to 
suffn· by an accounting enor on the part 
of the Department. Much as I regret the 
necessitv fol' it J feel there is no alterna­
tive but" to bring the vote forward. I agree 
with the hon. N omi11ated Member who has 
just spoken that it is probable thM if it 
had come before the Council in the earlier 
instance it would have been passed and 
therefore the schools should not be made 
to suffer. Everv endeavour will be made to 
effect a saving on the vote as a whole as 
far as possible. I would like to avoid any 
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misunderstanding in respect of what the 
hon. Director of Education has said. That 
does not depend on the approval or non­
approval of the Secretary of State. If his 
approval is withheld from any part of the 
vote that. naturally would cause a saving so 
to speak, but we are in no way relying on 
that. 'l'he possibility of a s1wing will be 
explored quite apart from anything the 
Secretary of State may say, pl'Ovided of 
course that tho schools do not suffer as 
the result of the saving. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Tm COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
tota.l vote under " Education " now reads 
)!;62�,0H. I ask pe1·mission to recommit 
Head XIX-" Medical-Hospitul and 
Dispensuries ", page 38, sub-head 27. 

M1mrcAL-HosPT'l'A LS AND DrsPENSAH.J.Es. 

Item 27-Maintenunce of Disclrnrgod 
Inmates of Leprosy HospiLal, $2,900. 

Tm,: COLONIAL SECRETARY: It has 
been customary in the past to give 
similar allowances to ciischarged inma.tes 
of the Leprosy Hospital as those given to 
tho Poor. As the doles of the Pool' are 
slightly increased I move that this item 
Le inc reused bv $7 50, so that those dis­
uh,uged inmate"s may Le benefited in a 
similar manner, and carried out at $3,650. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
total of the Head now reads $537,133. 

MrscELLANEOus-(b) SUBVEN1'IONS, ETc., 
O·rnER THAN lVIUNICTPAL. 

Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ask 
le;n,e to recommit Head XXTV-Miscel­
bneous-(b) Subventions, etc., other than 
lVlunicifal," pa.ge 49.

Item 4-Gr:1,)lt to Infant vVelfare and 
Maternity League, for genentl purposes, 
$2,680. 

TnE COLO�IAL SECRETARY : I 
move that the item "For General Pur­
poses " which now reads $2,680 be in­
crease:! Ly $500. It has been recommen­
<led since the Estimates were prepared 
that a larger quantity of milk for free 
distribution ut the League Clinics should 

be authorised. For this purpose an a,ddi­
tional $500 is asked fol'. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
total of the Head should now read $131,887. 

PooR. 
Item 17-Grant to Plaisance Orphanage 

for Boys, $500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that Head XXVIII-;, Poor "-be 
recommitted and a new sub-head inserted 
between sub-head� 16 and 17 on page 58. 
'l'he item to be inserted should read : 
" Grnnt to Plaisance Orphanage for .Boys, 
$500." When the Estim11,tes were being 
considered in Committee Government 
undertook to consider whether a grant can 
be made to this institution, and it hM been 
decirled to ask for a sum of ${500 as a con­
t,ribution towards tho maintenance of this 
institution. 

'1'1n: CHAIRMAN: The amount of 
$1,000 was suggested but it was regarded 
as being out of scale with other grants of 
a, similar kind. This grnnt is mo1·e or less 
in the scale of those now 1mide. 

t.fr. KING: As one of those interested 
in the Orphanage particularly its fin11,ncial 
side, I would like to take this opportunity 
of thanking Government publicly for its 
generosity in this matter. "\Ve are fiucling it, 
as no doubt other institutions of a similar 
kind, more and more cliflicult to finance 
a work of charity of this nature. There 
are over 60 boys in the institution now, 
and undoubtedly it fills a want which is 
very much felt in thiE Colony since the 
11,bolition of the Orphanage at the top of 
Brickdam. I can assure vou that the bovs 
an• being taken care of, ;ducated, well fed 
and, comparntively speaking, well clothed. 
They are cC1·tainly exceedingly happy, and 
I invite any hon. Member of this Council 
who is so inclined to visit the Orphanage 
at any time and Sl'e the ox.traordiua1·ily 
good wol'k done there oy the Nuns in 
charge. It was sugge:;ted th,�t Govern­
ment may be a.pproMhed with the view of 
giving us a grant, which I hope will he an 
annual one. vVith that idea I circulated 
the Electives and asked for their support, 
feeling sure that I would not only get 
their unanimous support but as happened 
the support of Governmententirely. 
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I had hoped, perhaps in my optimism, 
that the amount would have exceeded the 
amount placed on the Estimates, but I do 
not want in any way this Council to feel 
that because the amount originally sugges­
ted cannot be granted my thanks are any 
less sincere. I hope that conditions will 
improve in the Colony and that this grant 
will be increased so as further to encourage 
those responsible for carrying on this 
Orphanage to do so, perhaps, a little more 
generously than at present. In charity of 
this nature, while one would like to be 
generous in the way of food to the boys in 
there, it is controlled by the amount of 
finance at our disposal. I do not suggest, 
however, for one minute that the boys do 
not get sufficient food, but I presume and 
suggest that there are occasions, such as 
Christmas and Easter, when the boys do 
not get perhaps some of the luxuries that 
those more happily placed enjoy in this 
world. I do know that the boys are well 
taken care of, and that this money will be 
most gratefully accepted and every cent of 
it spent solely and entirely for the benefit 
of the boys in the Orphanage. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Sub heads 17 to 22 were renumbercJ as 
sub-heads 18 to 23. 

PUBLIC vV ORKS-EXTRAORDINARL 

Item 30-Recouditioning Government 
Estates, W.C.D. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that Head XL V -" Public W 01·ks-­
Extraorclinary "-be recommitted and at 
page 86 the following new sub-hmd he 
inserted : "30-Reconditioning Govern­
ment Estates, vVest Coast, Demerara­
$16,630." 

It has been reported to Government 
that the drainage and irrigation of the 
three Government Estates are in a very 
bad condition indeed, and while the 
amount necessary will be far more than 
that---the total amount eventually to be 
spent on them being ne,trer $52,000-
Government feels that a, beginning should 
be ruade next year at .. VVindsor Forest. 
This is the estimate for doing some essen­
tial work there next year. It does not 
mean, however, that this is the whole of 
the work to be done there as it does not 

include repairs to bridges and house-lot 
drains, but it is the most important work 
to begin with. I move that the item be 
inserted in next vear's Estimates. Govern­
ment will r-etu1·;1 next ye:1r to ask for a 
further amount. 

Mr. LEE: 1 would like to add my quota 
to this debate and to tell Government that 
it has been brought to my attention that 
the pump which the Engineer had said had 
been repaired and was in order, although 
it is working it is not discharging water 
(laughter). Youi· Excellency, if you 
enquire into the matter you will find that 
the engine works hut the pump is not dis­
charging the water. The Engineer tried 
on three occasions to rectify the defect 
but-

Tm� CHAIRMAN : Did the hon. Mem­
ber speak to the Engineer? 

Mr. LEE: I did not. 

Tr-rn CHAIRMAN: It is very difficult 
for minor points like pump repairs to be 
dealt with in Council like this. It would 
be very much better to go stl'ltight to the 
source of the trouble. 

Mr. LEE: May I point out that it was 
brought to the Engineer·'s attention. 

T1:1E CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
should verify his information. 

Mr. LEE: My information has come 
from a reliable source. 

Tar:: CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the 
hon. Member verify his information by 
personal observation. It is quite possible 
that the engine can work and the pump 
cannot work. Jt is very difficult to deal 
with questions of mechanical repairs in this 
Council. 

Mr. JACOB: I am grateful for His 
Excellency's statement on the matter. I 
do hope that officers concerned with works 
would appreci,ite rather than object to 
being spoken to on these matters. If tha.t-, is 
understood there would be a great deal of 
improvement,. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It all depends on 
how it is done. (Laughter) 

Mr. JACOB: That is so. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: I am sure the hon. Tim COLO.NIAL SECRETARY: I 
Member's experience has taught him that. move that the motion:-

Mr. JACOB: I agree, but it is very 
difficult at times. The people on the spot 
who are concerned mav not know how to 
approach these officers." I am not speak­
ing on mere conjecture. 1 am siiying that 
if there is better understanding between 
those actually concerned with works and 
the people itround them and if they would 
listen to those people there would be 
a great deal of improvement. 

THB CHAIRMAN : I cannot believe 
that if the engine at this stage is werking 
�tnd the water is not passing through the 
pump any engineer concerned with it 
would 8hut his eyes to the fact if it is 
poin!,ed out to him. I have no objection 
to matters of this kind being brought to 
the notice of Government either by letter 
or personal interview. I only want to 
point out that minor mcchanicttl repairs 
are very difficult to discuss in this Council. 
I am very sorry it has been necessary to 
move in such large amounts at this stage. 
The fact is that the estimate for the drnin­
age and irrigation of these e8tates was not 
ready. It required a considerable amount 
of investigation, and although I regret very 
much having to move in such large sums 
at this stage it was felt that we cannot 
fairly postpone making a beginning with 
this portion for another year. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

'l'n:B COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
total vote under thi8 Head should now read 
$530,935. Hon. Members would no doubt 
like to have the final figures, and could 
tum to the front page of the Estimates 
and make the necessary amendments. The 
total estimated expenditure as printed is 
$7,101,334 for 1941. As the result of the 
Council's deliberations in Committee 
$92,219 has been added and therefore the 
estimated expenditure should now read 
$7,193,553. The estimated revenue for 
1941 has been increased by $300,000 and 
therefore should now read $6,974,275. 'I.'he 
estimated deficit, therefore, should be 
a.mended to read $219,278. 

The Council resumed. 

THAT, this Council approves the Estimates 
of Expenditure to be defrayed from revenue 
during the year ending 31st December, 1941, 
which have been laid on the table 

be amended by the substitution of the 
words "as amended in Committee " for the 
words "which have been laid on the 
table." 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

•rHE PRESIDENT: 'l'here is certain
business before the Council-three Bills 
which have been re:.td for the first time 
this morning. Hon. lVIembel'S saw what 
they were-the New Amsterdam 'l'own 
Council (Amendment) Bill, the Tax 
(Amendment) (No. 3) Bill, and the lVIiscel­
htneous Licences (Amendment) Bill-all 
Bills which should be passed before the 
end of the vear. There is one other Bill 
of an unimpo'rtant and, I think, non-con­
troversial character which umy be brought 
fonv,Lrd. If hon. ::¼embers are preP<tred to 
go forward with these Bills on Friday of 
this week, I think the most convenient 
arrangement would be for the Council to 
sit on Friday and get through thitt busi­
ness. It would then not be necessa,ry to 
sit again before the end of the year. That 
would mean of course suspending the 
Standing Orders to allow these Bills to be 
proceeded with on Friday, otherwise it 
would be necessary to sit on the Friday 
after Christmas or the Christmas Eve 
Tuesday. 

· l\1r. JACOB: l8 it not possible to dis­
pose of all the business to-clay?

THE PRESIDENT: I am afraid, not. 
Printing has to be done. 

Mr. �EAFORD : I suggest that Friday 
will be the most convenient day to us. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think hon. 
Members will prefer that. The Council 
will therefore adjourn until Friday. 

The Council adjourned until Friday, the 
20th December, at 10.30 a.m. 




