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5 Gouvernor-General’s Speech

Wednesday, 18th November, 1959

in September. 1958; and in 1959 in meet-
ings - of the International Labour Organ-
isation, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation, and
the Cemmonwealth Economic Council. My
Government is now secking Associate
Membership of the Economic Commission
for Latin America of the United Nations,
and its application will be sponsored by Her
Majesty’s Government when the Commis-
sion meets carly next year.

“A major preoccupation of my Govern-
ment is the welfare of West Indians over-
seas. Positive steps have been taken to
strengthen the welfare services available to
West Indians in the United Kingdom; and
to support and sustain our people during the
anxious period through which they have
Deen passing. My Ministers are appreciative
of the generosity of the Jaimaica Govern-
ment in making certain officers available to
the Migrants Service in the United King-
dom: and for the co-operation of the
Premiers of Jamaica and Barbados and the
then Minister of Education and Culture of
Trinidad and Tobago when Federal Minis-
ters were sent to London during a particu-
larly difficult period last year. My Govern-
ment continues to pay very close attention
to this important matter.

“The overscas services of The West
Indies in the United Kingdom and Canada
have been strengthened; and special atten-
tion will be paid during the coming year to
further improvements. A scheme for the
training of West Indian personnel for the
future West Indies Diplomatic Service, is
being set in train. The first consular officer
of the Federal Government assumed office
In June, as a member of the staff of Her
Majesty’s Embassy in Caracas, and with a
special responsibility for West Indian affairs

in Venezucla and also in the Netherlands
Antilles.

“The Federal Government assumed re-
sponsibility for the West India Regiment
on 1Ist January of this year. I and my Min-
isters have noted with pride the high
standard of military efficiency which has
already been achieved. Steps will be taken
next year to transfer the remaining finan-
cial and administrative controls from the
War Office to the Federal Government, to
which end a West Indies Pay and Records
Office will be established.

“] and my Ministers look forward with
pleasure to the visit to The West Indies
early next year of Her Royal Highness the
Princess Royal.

“My Government warmly welcomes the
constitutional advances which have been
made in Jamaica and Trinidad; the pro-
posals for an increased measure of local
responsibility in the Windward and Lee-
ward Islands; and the further constitutional
changes in Barbados. Despite the absence
of conclusive decisions at the recent Con-
ference on the Revision of the Federal
Constitution, my Government is glad that
the two inter-governmental Committees set
up to consider certain fundamental issues,
are now assembled in Port-of-Spain. I and
my Ministers earnestly hope that their
labours will result in an early advance to-
wards indepcndence for The West Indies
within the British Commonwealth. Mean-
while, my Government proposes to raise the
question, during this Session, of the con-
stitutional status of the Federal Govern-
ment with a veiw to providing for full
Cabinet responsibility.

“In the economic field, my Govern-
ment has paid great attention to the pro-























