1,367 Members Present.

LEGISLATIVE C(CUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 4th JANUARY, 1951.

The Council met at 2 p.m. His
. Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles
§ Woolley, K.CM.G,, O.B.E, M.C., Presi-
- dent, in the Chair.

PRESENT:

The President, His Excellency the
Governor, Sir Charles Campbcll Woolley,
K.CM.G, OB.E., M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
J. Gutch, O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder, K.C.

‘he Hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.M.G.,,
C.B.E.

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.
(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson (George-
town North).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever, (Nomi-

nated),
The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice
River).

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E,
(Nominated).

The Hon. Capt.
(Themerara River).

JE DB N Coghlan

The Hon. D. P. Debidin (Eastern
Demerara).
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The Hon. Dr. G. M. Gonsalves (East-
211 Berbice).

The Hon. Dr.

C. Jagan (Central
Demerara). R

The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon. A. T.
Berbice).

Peters (Western
The Hon. W. A. Phang (North West-
ern District).
The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nominated)

The Hon.
South).

J. Carter (Georgetown

The Hon. F. E. Morrish (Nominated).

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo (Nominated)

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Counci] held on Thursday, the 21st of
December, 1950, as printed and circulated,
were taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENT ”
TrINIDAD’S NEW CONSTITUTION

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Members,
you will remember that at our meeting
on the 9th of November you asked me
to convey to the Governor of Trinidad
our thanks and appreciation for the
hospitality accorded to our representatives
at the opening of their new Legislative
Council. You also asked me to convey to
the Governor of Trinidad our best wishes
for the success of their new Constitution.
I should like to say that I have now
received a letter from the Governor of
Trinidad in which he has expressed to me
the thanks of the Legislature of Trinidad
and his own thanks for the good wishes
from me and from the Legislature of
British  Guiana for the success of
Trinidad’s inew (Constlitution, and iadds
that he would be grateful if their expres-
sions of thanks could be conveyed to the
Legislature of British Guiana, which I
have very much pleasure in doing.
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PRESENTATION OF REPORTS AND
Documents
The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on
the table the following:~

The Report of the Director General
of Colonial Audit on the Accounis of
British Guiana for the year ended the
Aist of December, 1948, together with
the Uovernor's Comments thereon,

The Inland  Parcel Postage Rates
Regulations, No. 20 of 1950,

The Private Letter Bags Regula-
tions, No. 86 of 1960,

The Cask on Delivery .
Ringdom and British Guiana) (Amend-
ment) Regulations, No, 31 of 1850,

The Parcel Postage Rates (Great
Britain, Northern Ireland and beyond
and HLM. Forces) Regulations, No. 32
of 1850,

The Stamped  Postdl Siat%onwy
(Charges) Begulations, Ne. 83 of 1850,

, The Post Office Telegraph (Amend-
Sment  No, 2 Hegulations, No, 34 of
1850,

The Telephone Regulations, No. 36
of 1950,

Ovder in Council No. 47 of 1850,
made under sections 16(2) and 17 of
the Post  and  Telegraph  Ordinance,
Chapter 185,

GOVERNMENT NOTICE
TwrropucTion oF Bity

The ATTORNEY GGENERAL gave
notics of the introduction and first veading
of the following Billie

A B intitdled “An ordinance to
confer power on the Georgetown Town
Council to exempt the owners of cer-
tuin - propeftiss in fhe <ity from the
liability to pay rates or taxes for a
limited pertod.” '

L NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
Lioars 1o Lapour REPRESENTATIVES
Mr,  ROTH gave of the
following guestions: «

1. With reference fto the loans frowm
Public Funds of $1,200 and $1,827.58
made to Mr. AL M. Edun on 28th
February, 1947, and {0 the British
Ciudans Trades Unlon Council {(on
behalf of Megses, . M. Harper
and H. J. M, Hubbard) on 29th
December, 1843, respectively, will
Government state how much, if any,
t‘:%f ’i%«‘:‘s& loansg have been repaid to
date?

notice
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2. Inthe evenl of any portion of
these armouhts remaining wnpalid,
what action has Government faken
to recover same, in gocordance with
the recoramendations of the Fle
ance Committee?

Perrrion
Mr. RAATGEVER laid on the table o
petition from agrated water manufac.
turers concerning the proposed fsx on
aerated waters. *

ORDER OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRINTERY,

Mr. LEE asked and the COLONIAL
SECRETARY laid over repligs toothe fol-
lowing questions —

Q. 1—Will Government state whether

tenders have been received for
the  Government printing  and
from whom?

A L-—Yes, Tenders have been veé~

ceived for various seciiong of the
contract from the Argosy Com-
pany, Limited, the Daidy Chroni-
cle Limited and the B.G. Lithos
graphic Company, Limited,

Q. 2-—-Will Government state whether
the eoniract has been  granted
and if g0, whether to one person
or g Company, and whether it is
executed?

A 2—The present contractor 'is
Argosy Company, Limited  and
the " existing  conitract will nas
expire until the 3lst- of March,
1951, The coniract to commence
on the st of April, 1951, has not
vet been awaided.

Xt
the

. 3Will  Government consider  the
possibilily - of acguiring its own
privtary anl stati v gepart-
mient s early as possible?

A, 3—This propesal has already beéen
considered; but the conclusion has
been reached that the sstablish-
ment of a Government Printing
Department would involva vapi-
tal-and recurrent expenditure on
a scale which coudd not be justic
fled In present circumsiances
Government already has 3 Cen-
tral Stationery Store,

Tax (AmewpnMeEnt) B,
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg
to move the second  reading of a2 Bill
intituled:



Ordmance furthe1 t@ ama {
()rdmance 1939” .

; seeks /to pI’Ohlblt ,the
issue  of hcences to sell drugs unless
the apphcant for such licence
nbtained  the  consent
the Director of Medical Services. This
measure is an additional safeguard against
the sale of drugs by unqualified persons.
~ Section 27 of the Pharmacy and Poisons
Ordinance, Chapter 103, empowers the
~ Governor in Council to authorise the sale
~of drugs and patent and proprietary

medicines by unqualifiied — persons - in

areas remote from the coastlands.

As licences are issued annually it is

necessary to ~make. the Bill operative
from the 1Ist of January this year, and

if the principle of the Bill is approved
and the Bill is given a second reading 1

propose in the Committee stage to ask

leave to insert a clause to make the Bill
operative from: the 1st of January, 1951
It will ~ be appreciated - that until  the

enactment of the Ordinance persons may

“apply for licences: I'formally move that
the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. RAATGEVER seconded;

Dr. JAGAN: - Only this morning I
brought  this = matter ~tup  before = the
Medical Adyvisory Committee because on
the last occasion when this Bill was consi-
dered by the Committee I was absent
from the Colony and consequently T was
‘not able to put forward argument against
proceeding with the Bill at the present

time, I feel that this matter needs a great
deal of -consideration and I do not thmk
fully

Members = of this Council = are
apprised ‘of the situation as it exisis at
the present time, The Pharmacy  and

“Poisons Ordinance, Chapter 103, contamsﬁ

three Schedules in which ‘certain drugs
and poisons are listed, and certain
requirements have 1o be met = before
licences are issued for the sale of thc)se

‘items. In the case of Schedule 1 it is
necessary for a qualified chemist ,’co be,
employed on the premises. On the other

hand, in Schedule 3 there is a list of a

large number of drugs for the sale of

whmh therey'ls no necessxtv fora quahf;ed
c be on the premises.
: ,hke to ask the hon the Attomey-GeneraI

introduce new leglslam)n ?
“think it'is most inopportune to give the:

, ‘has
in. writing of

I would

If that; is so 1 .

Directer of ‘Medical Services the power
now sought to be given him by this Bill;

unless this Council is fully apprised of all =

the facts and of what Government mtends-
to do in the future. .

My information is that the items
listed in the Third Schedule of Chapter
103 can be sold without the necessity of
having a - qualified ‘chemist on  the
premises, but it is provided: that those
items must be sold in unbroken packages,
such as patent medicines and so forth, In-
other ‘words, they must be sold in the
containers in which they are imported
into the Colony. In that case I do not see
any harm in permitting any store to sell

“items which are net separated from their

containers, once they have been permitted
entry into - the Colony. What is very
necessary is the contro] of the entry
of drugs into the Colony. Under the
Pure Foed and Drugs Act of the US.A.
I do mnot think the sale of many
drugs is - prohibited. 1 ~feel that  this:

matter is merely “a duestion ‘of a ¢heck-

up on the administration at the present
tirme. If it is found that persons are sell-
ing drugs listed in the Third Schedule
of Chapter 103, by opening the containers
in which they are imported; then I believe
those ‘are cases in Vvhlth the pahce can
pmsccute b

With zegal(i m Scheduleb 1 dnd II
and the drugs listed therein, it is neces-
sary for a registered chemist to be
employed on the premises. T am told that
the practice ‘is that ‘many stores share:
possibly one chemist, so that those drugs
are sold ‘under the name of a chemist
who may not be en the spot. If thdt is
$0 it seems to me that what is necessary
is legislation to stop such practice, but
at present it will create a great deal of
difficulty. T have in mind that the Ordin-
ance provides that no store bey{)nd, two
miles of the City limits can sell those
drugs. Many  ‘individuals ‘have opened

- small steres, for instance at Kitty when

that village was a Lountry chstuct and:
those . persons are continuing to obtain
their livelihood in that way. T can see
great danger in allowing blanket legisla-




1,873 Tax
tion like this to pass, unless we first of
all know definttely what Government has
in mingd - whether it iniends to abolish
Chapler 108 and to confine the sale of
drugs,  whether  patent  medicines  or
otherwise, to premises which require a
registered chemist, Before we know what
is Government's intention I think it is
inopporfune to pass this measure al the
present time,

There s another factor which we
have to kKeep in mind. It is pointed out
by eertaln individuals now in the frade,
that certein people who have monopolies
in drugs are now setting up drug stores
in various parts of the City, angd in fact
in various parts of the country, thereby
putting a sgueeze on many sioall persons
who have been making s Hvelihvod in
this direction. While I see the necessity
for the ptblic to be protected 1 feel that
the matter should be carefully considered
before this Couneil pagses this Bill to give
power o the Director of Medical Service
to determine to whom licences should
be granted, and to whom they should be
denied. 1 would like o know first of
all what is Government’s infention in the
matter,

My, DEBIDIN : I am: against the
prineiple of thiz Bill. In the first place 1
feel that a simple Bill like this cught 1o
disclose - far mwore information in ils
memorandum of Objects and Regsons, or
the Council ought to have been provided
with some Meszage to explain the reason
for this Bill, Tt is clegr that Members of
the Council are probably nol sware of
the fact that the Cherdsts and Druggisty’
Association held a mﬂei‘ngg and put foy~

ward certain proposals to the Medical
Deparbment.. 1t is pmbablﬁ that  the

intention is not so mueh o regulate the
sale of drugs but to safeguard the inter-
ests of chemigts and druggists. 1 feel that
where safeguards  are provided in the
interests of one class of persons a cerfain
amount of hardship s crested on another
class, and it is so in this particular ease

because there are in Georgetown 35 wn«»
stered. proprietors of drug stores as
nst 25 registered chemists and drug-
ts. The larger droug siores, wholesalers
and reftailers, ave able 1o employ. those
chemists and druggists and fo pay them
attractive aiammy which the proprietors
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of small drug stores cannot z f?'cszd o pay.
1t follows from what I have said that ihis
propesal by Government wi %1 restdt in
gmmd a monppoly  to the larger a}? A8

ores because, as the hon. Member has
md ‘here a part~time registered cheinis
and druggist is employved in one oy move
small drug stores the law demands that
the stors be closed for the sale of dang
ous drugs during such time as the regis-
tred chemist and druggist i3 nol oen the
premises. If this Bill is passed it would
mean that the proprietor of & small drug
store would have o close down, because
he would not be given g leence, and
Bookers or Jaikaran's would be able to
set up-a drug slore in hiz place. Because
the proprietors of the larger drug siores
are -able fo amploy registered chemists
and druggists they are able fo establish 2
chain of drug stores which are fed from
their mam steres.

W«Mm

ixd

I feel that because this Bill will affest
a certain class of people whose number
is greater than that of the class of people

in whose  interest  this Bill has beesn
brought forward, a  Selec: Commitfee

shoudd be ag;zmgmui to go into the matfer;

For one thing I feel that if the Bill is
pursued i would be & legitimate thing
o suggest as an amendment that it shoenld
not affect those who are dheddy carrying
on drug stores in the Colony. In Eng-

land, I know, there has been. a provision
i the law, but when the Act wag passed
it wag never made 1o apply 1o those
already in business. If this Bill s pursued
and Members do nel agree o my mation,
which iz that further consideration of this
Bl be deferred and that a Sélect Com~
mittee be appointed to go into the im-
plications of this Bill, I would have fo
move an amendment and o plead strong-
ly in favour of that smendment.  We are
not able to bring befure us all the English
provisions, but 1 feel a Select Comittee
will be able fo go into the English Pro-
visiong and see to what exient o person
in Englend who had been an apprentice
o a chemist and drogeist and  was
carryving on businfgs, was permitted to
carry on business and to. be Heensed. 1
feel i is too much power 1o glve to the
Director of Medical Berviees that he will
he able to wipe out ol business any per-
son because thiz and that Jdid not take
place. Let ug have something which is
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in principle both democratic and reason-
able t3 the classes of people who will be
affected by this particular Bill.

Mr. CARTER: This Bill seems
innocent in itself, as all that is sought
to be introduced by it is a provision
giving the Director of Medical Services
the power to issue his consent in
writing to certain classes of persons.
But, Sir, I like other Members would like
to know something more about the
objects and reasons of this Bill. The
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance came
inty force in 1899. When an Ordinance
has been in force for over 50 years, if it
is sought to amend that Ordinance then
some very good reasons should be given
us by the hon. the Attorney-General for
the proposed change. The bald state-
ments in the Objects and Reasons to my
mind are not enough to convince me at
least that this chage is necessary. The
Governor in Council has had the power
all these years — for over 50 years — to
give persons permission to sell certain
drugs. No reason has been given us here
today as to why there should be an
amendment sr some change of the pro-
cedure from what we have been used to.
Furthermore, I have discussed this matter
with certain unregistereq proprietors
who are very concerned about this pro-
posed change. Many of them have had
over 20 years’ service in drug stores and
are very capable and efficient men, and
they feel that they will be excluded from
the list of proprietors who will be
allowed to sell poisons and other drugs.
I would like to know something more
about the objects of, this Bill and I, too.
would favour a Select Committee
possibly chosen from the Medical
Advisory Comunittee to discuss this Bill
and make recommendations thereon. T
seccend the last speaker’s motion.

Dr. GONSALVES: I would like to
say a few words in regard to this
matter. I am very sorry that the Chair-
man of the Medical Advisory Committee
is not here at this time. Perhaps it
would have been best for him to speak.
I would urge that the Bill be postponed
for these reasons: I do not believe the
object of the Bill is to prevent anyone
owning a drug store so long as that drug
store complies with the requirements of
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the law and that is to have a registered
pharmacist there. I think it goes further
tran that stage of protection of the
public in respect of the sale of poisonous
drugs. I believe it goes further than
merely saying we are trying to protect
the druggist. Recently we have all heard
with horror of a lady giving some
children some cascara sagrada one morn-
ing and three of them died during the
course of the day. It was discovered
that that drug had been obtained from a
grocer’s store. I believe it is wrong for
grocers to sell or trade in drugs or for
druggists to trade in other than
medicines. I have not had a chance of
studying the Bill, but what is stateq in
the Objects and Reasons seems to be
scant and for that reason I ask that con-
sideratisn of it be postponed. I cannot
say I am against the Bill. Therefore I
ask that we get a little more explanation
about it.

Dr. NICHOLSON : ‘As far as I know,
the object of the Bill is not to interfere
with those long established businesses
which have been operating for 12 or 20
years. All the Bill seeks to do is to
prevent all thcse little grocers in remote
areas — persons who are not quite
responsible — handling patent medicines.
There is no doubt about it, that patent
medicines can be very dangerous in the
hands of persons who have no knowledge
about them. It was brought to our notice
that there ars persons in the remote areas
of the Colony who sell drugs and who
are not even literate. These patent
medicines have no directions sometimes
on them as to the administration of the
drugs, and one will therefore see how
dangerous a practice it will be to issue
permits willy-nilly to persons to sell
dangerous drugs and patent medicines.
The Bill, as the hon. Member for George-
town South has said, appears to be rather
innocent in its objects. I believe there
was such innocence intended. It is not
sought to destroy businesses that are
well established. What I do feel is, if
it is necessary to send the Bill to a Select
Committee, rather I would say postpone
the Bill and let the hon. the Attorney-
General give a fuller account of the
Objects and Reasons.

Mr. THOMPSON : A while ago I was
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hand est from an Association on
this ve not had time to go into it
fully 1% en ﬂ;g last gpeaker savs it does
fat i1 dke aWwgy the right of

3 mj %‘r‘{f@ long v the field,

aeeept that because
ma‘t it depends on the

Services  as o
reciateg the person
i ccrumhf agrea that the
be pm%@{mw s0 that we can
; gqmm into it more fully.
I suc‘s x:a,im“e I have not had a c‘na.mm
protest whma has just beer
d 1 won Lce mwi\; like ?;{2
anyihing in it to be pursued.
ing that co wzd@mtimz of this
oied,

s

v FARNUM : 8ir. 1 alse am asking
fhat the Bill be posiponed because I am
conwvinced  that if thiz Bill is carried
it would im a great deal of
on  the pecble in the rural
and not only there but in the
£ of the Coluny as well
t Medical Officers are
tha rural dis-
atent medicings have

amc? wvanr oul among
certainiy  they have

b of remedy to them. I
ore do mt think if should be rushed,
alﬂ get the Bill postponed

TYSGENERAL . T am
v, Members have not
:*wrmmxy of perasing the Bill
study 11254 it; The Bill is a very short
and only seeks 1o give the Director
the opportunity to
writing before the
me the observa-
¢ it is clegr that it is
necess tv for gome
el s::f s protected,

m?’ all hon.
Members S:h.x’t mﬁh» ﬁhomzi be done 1o
\;()lé?i that protection io the

S public,  As
far ag the rema { hon, Members are
concerned  rvegarding  those  who! sell
m fﬂst,mm in  the

messure
and I am s

outlwing disivicts,
nrovided  for -in the
1 {}rﬁimn»&Q Chapter 103, section
ds as follows :
fwithstanding anything con-
in this oy any amending
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Ordinance, the Governcr in Council

mgy, inaress remote from the
coastlands, authorise the sale of
drugs and  patent or propriefary

medicines by persons not registerved
as chemists and druggisis.

() The drugs op medwines that
may bhe sold in any area, the

of every ares, and the
song authorised 1o
published - in  the

boundar

,mmr@g of the pe
sell,  shall be

Gamiw.

{(3) The Governcor in Counecll may
make rules regu lating the sale of
drugs and medicines under  this
section”

S0 hon. Members will soe that there is
provision with regard to the point raised
by the last spesker. As regards the
question of those who now sell medicines,
as provided in the Third Schedule, th
point is the Bill is not seeking to inter-
fere with that. The law provides under
section 26 of the Pharmacy and Polsons
Ordinance, Chapter 103 — paragraph (e}
of sub-gection (1)

“the sale by anyone of the following
articles, namely © —

{1} mineral v artificial  waters or
the salfs or other material employed
in their preparation ;

(il substances  mentioned in - the
thirg schedule hereto, or any other
substan ce which the Covernor may
declare by notice in the Gazetie)”

In the Third Schedule referredito sre
set out the wvarious items which any
person  may sell. Hon, Members oan
peruse that list, but from the list it will

be  seen that  at that time i was
considered that those ilems were not

such as could not be sold by any person
keeping & business, But the poinht is, ag
was - hinted by the hon. Member for
Eastern Berbice (Dr. Gonsalves),  wvery
cften those who begin by selling the
items set out in the Bchedule which may
be items not liable to cause any trouble,
or personal discomfiture oo even worse,
may exiend their operations {o the selling
of drugs and things which they have no
right to sell  This Bl eonly seeks to
provide the Divector of Medical Services
with the opporfunity of seeing who are
the persons on the st All persons have fo
apply to him for his consent in writing
for the purpose of oblaining a licence so
that they can sell the things set out in




the Pharmacy
Chapter 103, In other words, the people
who have no right to sell poisons or other
drugs cannot do so, as there wxh be a
Cgreater opportunity of keeping a check
Cupun - those persons i they go peyond
_what they are permitted under the law to

zell as set out in the Schedule. For
example a shop starts somewhére in a-
dictrict and on enguiry it s discovered

hat it may not only be selling what is
T hi but it is going outside and bevond
4t 10 o1l things deleterious {0 the health
af the people of the district, Those people

buy in good faith and then there is
trouble. ) o
It is not a question of the Bill being

innocent on the face of it and carrying
a sting behind it It is nothing of the sort.
~All It seek to dois to provide ‘a certain
cm*mmt of béftf{i;&i‘d by seeing that those
persons who apply for a licence annually
to sell drugs first obtain the consent of
the  Director .of Medical  Services in
writing. 1 do not think there i anything
in the Bill against which hon. Members
may cavil or raise obiectivn.  As far as

: 'kthe question raised by the hon. Member :

for Essequibo-Demerara (Dr. Singh) is
concerned, it iz proposed to provide a
Consolidation Ordinance with regard to
this Phdmzam and Poisons legislation, but
it will alse be appreciated that this is
. the beginning of the vear, and this Bill
was on the Order Paper at the last
~ meeting and it was hoved

i desirable thai persons applying for
their licenceg z:,}wa}@ follow the pro-
cedure swhich 13 contemplated by this
Bl So 1 suggest to hon. Membery that
it is not necessary to posipone the Bill

‘of to think that behind tm»" Bill there.
appear - in.

do not

‘are reasons which
: Bill - which

~ the very simple
~ before hon. Members. 1 therefore
that this Bill be given the
reading and passed, because persons are
applymg for their Jdicences now or will

nhow
ask

be applymg sﬁgrﬁy, as this is the first

month of the ‘v&‘:mﬁ*

The ‘”PR&;SIDEWT There is a motion

by the hon. Member for Eastern Deme-

rava (Mr. Debidin) that mﬁsiciemtmn of
 this Bill be pnsﬁ:pmmc& “That seams to be
the apmztm of neaﬂy every Member who

and  Polsons Ordinance, 3

it can be deferred though; g
i bv “the -Attornev-General,

to - have it
passed before the eng of last year, ag it

csecond

the Mec‘iim?{ Advisary Commities and, 1
ariadvised, supported unanimously by
that Committee. But it it s the wish of
hors Members that it should be deferred -
pointed ot
Heences  for

this. yvear will be aﬁ”mted

Motion “That further mmﬁ&m*awm of
the Bill be f}s:f‘ermi” ;:sut ang dgm@d 0.

Bill daiemfz{i

Busger Degats
The Council resumed ¢onsideration of
following motion —

“That this Couhneil spproves ol the
~Estimates of  Expenditure fop fhe
- serviee of the Civil Government of
: i%w Colony for the year ending 31st
ember, 1951, to be defraved from
m» annual revenue of the vear and
other sources of the Colony  and
from loan funds.”

the

Mr. ROTH: It is customary on this
oeeasion 1o congratilate the hon. Finanecial
Becrelary and Treasurer on his masterly
sxposition of the Budget Staternent. On
this cccasion, however, these mz}gmml&«
tiong must b tempered with expressions
of syimpathy—sympathy for being in the
position of being compelled to paint such
a drab - pleture of the  financial and
seonbmic situation, . snd  congratulalions
on hiz o skill in overlapping these drab
shades with the brightest possible tints
of optimism.. I therefore sympathise with
and congratulate the hon. gentleman,

With vegard to the peneral économic
gituation, .1 ~am afraid 1 am going to
shock Government with “an . apparently

rvetrograde suggestion, 1 sincerely, though

regretfully, - believe  that the time hag
come when we must eonsider seriously
the advisability of abandoning, st least
teraporarily, some  of the Ten-Year
Development  Schemes upon  which ave
already have embarked, and most particu~
larly that apparenily botiomilesy quick
sand, the Bonasika Scheme.  As is only
ton well-known, this pariiculay project
alveady bas swallowed a sum for in excess
of the original estimpate, and 1 shudder {o

Jhink of the further surm thal must actually

and literally be thrown down this drain
before there is any likelihood of ity fune-
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tioning succesefully. In plain language
o cannot afford it so let-us be realists,
cut one tosses, and abandon ihis scheme
antil apeh time as the counfry s dnea
fnancial situation that will permit the
saldering of this burden. The money
thus saved, or a portion of i, cowid be
used to thvow opén to those who will
them, the privately-owned buti to a

on

§%43

se
sréat extent ynoteupied viparian lands
the lower courses of our great rivers. I
crosramend to Government the caveful
cansideration of proposal dn all its
aspects,

A W4
3% 3 e
Ladddy

With regard to the new faxalion pro-
posals, 1 take ong ohjection 1o two of
them, those regarding aerated waler and
the increasad f
Bishops' High School, With regard to the
Sformer, T shall reserve my detailed com~
ment for the séeond reading of the rele-
vart Bill — merely stating now my ¢on-
j thet it will affect the poorer
ww more than the not so poeor,

With regard to the proposed 25 per
cent. increases in College fees, T do not
know  whether ghall have another
opportunity of discussing them, so T owill
deal with this subject now. -1 cannot

helieve theve is any truth in the whis~ "~

iden behind

pered  allegation  that the
prevent the

nereased fees i 10
of undesirables. Surely theve
are more equitable methods of doing this.
~overnment seeme to have overlooked the
fpet that in addition to the actual fees
there are many “exirag” of no inappreci~
able amount. Government must also re-
member that there are not a few parents
who make great self-sacrifices to maintain
their children at the Colleges under the
existing fees. -An inerease of 25 per cent,
will he more than they can hear, and
the children will be removed 1o thelr
swn and the pountey’s loss. ¢ Govern-
ment pergists in putting on an increase
then let it not exceed 10 per cent,

s lew of these faxes, to which 1 take
objection, may T suggest to Government

the imposition of the following w—

{1y A tax on a sliding seale not only
or serated waber factories but on a2l
manufacturers, such as sugar factories,
vieesmiiils, spwemitls Toundries, carvpenter
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shops, elc, the tax. fo be .
either aceording to floor g

{2y A tax of one cent o a pack an
manutac ured cigarettes, Theé imposition
of this tax was so snuch expected by
manufacturers and smokers alike, that ifs
non-imposition  came almost as @ dis-
appointment.

(3). An increased entertainmment t
Judging from the number of patrong of
the cinemas, cricket and football matches, 4
boxing bouts and horse vaces, this tax
an well be imposed, '

(43 'The increase of the Wine and
malt licence from %24 to 550, which the
majority of licence holders would be will-
ing t> pay provided it gave them the

right to peymit consumption on theo
premises. There  are several thousapd

eake-shops, parlours and restaurants, most .
of which have a wine and malt Heence
but all of which break the law by per-
miitting consurnption on the premises, T
koow that Government iz well aware of
thiz - and winks at this infraction of the
law. Let Government adiust the law and
rake in revenue zt the same time. '

(5) An inerease in Liguor Store li-
cences. In viesy of the number of these
licences that are now being taken up 1o
the. detriment of the highly taxed spirit
shaps, these licences in all fairness should
be incfessed 75 to 100%, as there iz not
the slightest doubt they form a8 serious
competition  to the retail spirit dealer,
who pays his 3480 licence.

My last and, perhaps, most important
suggestion 15 not for the imposition of a’
new tax but that Goverament make more
strennous efforts to esllect gl the Income
Tax that is pavable. If this were done
and the “flying pheasants” as well as the
“gitting docks™ aimed af, Government
would be surprised at the increase of
revenie therefron. Are the Income Tax
Commissioners collecting all that is pay-
able by all professional men, the fax on
the $20 here asd the $10 there taken on
soeount by legnl gentlemen, the consulting
prescription and insursnce fees faken by
the brethren of the scalpel. Do they col-
lect: he tax froms the apparenily. small
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rural husinesses, some of which do better
than m town? Do they collect the taz
{rom Bast Coasl truck drivers ol the type
9f the gentleman who at the Cove and Jehn
Wuagistrate’s Court deposed that he hired a
lorry from Government at $144 per month
and mads $1,000 per month transporting
rice to the Scheme ? Do they collect the
tax or even see returns from those sugar
workers both in factory and field who
earn between $30 and $60 per week ? I
"trust Government will take thought of
these matters and see to it that all those
who are liable to Income Tax pay their
just dues. If these suggestions are fol-
lowed, I am certain that the hon. the Fin-
ancial Secretary and Treasurer wiil not
have cause to spend sleepless nights
searching for new methods of raising the
revenue to balance this budget.

Mr. SMELLIE : I said last year on
tae 5th of January, in this Council, that
since the Budget of the Financial Secre-
tary and Treasurer for 1949 had proved
so accurate. he deserved our confidence
in respect orf the new draft estimates for
1950. Results have once again proved
that he fully deserved that confidence, for
having estimated for z surplus of $390,122
he has shown us that we have come out
on the right side with a sum »f $151,050
to the credit of the Colony’s finances. I
do wish once mora to congratulate him on
his extremely accurate forecast.

I think, however, that it is a matter
cf some importance clssely to follow him
in his analysis of the results which have
been obtained, and which seem to be on
the face of it, satisfactory. Last year I
drew attention to the small excess of an-
ticipated revenue over expenditure and
pointed out that we mgiht well be faced
with supplemntary estimates during the
year t> the extent of $5,000,000.

Actually these supplementary esti-
mates amounted to $4,417,938. But we
stil] came out on the right side with a
surplus of $151,050, and this is the final
result cf the transaction for the year 1950.

The Financial Secretary and Treas-
urer has told us quite frankly how we
managed to- do this. In the first place,
the revised estimates of revenue showed
an increase of $652,745, and in the second
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place we spent $3,677,382 from the accu-
mulateq surplus revenue balance. De-
laals of this he gave. L think that it is
necessary to emphasize that these pay-
ments did not come from ordinary revenue
and I should like {o make a few remarks
about this accumulated surplus revenue
balance. )

As I understand the position, at the
beginning cf 1950, this stood at $7,760,645,
a sum of $3,312,000 had been earmarked
for capital expenditure on the 10-year
Development Plan, while a further $2,000,
000 was t> be set aside as a reserve to
meet the expenditure of a very special
character on the rehabilitation of certain
public works. A sum of $2,500,000 re-
mained, which was to provide working
capital

According to the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, we would end the year
1950 with an accumulated surplus rev-
enue balance of $4,234,312 which by a
simple process of subtraction means that
in 1950 $3,526,332 has been appropriated
from this source. It will be observed that
there is a difference of $15,050 between
this figure and the one which I have
mentioned up above and thig is the sur-
plus of crdinary revenue sver ordinary ex-
penditure for the year 1950.

The Financial Secretary and Treas-
urer has taken $3,677,383 from the accu-
mulated surplus revenue balance and has
added to it the so-called surplus on the
year’s transactions, which is set down as
$151,050.

At this point there was loud taking
among the spectators in the corridor
outside the Chamber, which made Mr,
Smellie’s voice inaudible.

The PRESIDENT : I am gorry to in-
terrupt the hon. Member. Will the people
in the gallery please keep quiet, other-
wise I will ask you to go away. We
cannot hear the speakers inside the Coun-
cil.

Mr. SMELLIE : It will be appreciated
that the amount of $960,500 for flood re-
lief and rehabilitation has not been ab-
sorbed into ordinary expenditure but has
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oty charged 1o the accumulated. surplus
venue balance.  So far so good, or so far
whichever way you like to look

e
S
re

K bd({,
at it

In vespect 1o the second itern eof
$1,692,692 {or Development Plan services,
that this forms part of the
eamarked for capital expendi-

10-wear Development Plan,
connection T would like, with
Your J}sﬁ'*“\df’zw“ s perraission, to 19{91‘ tor
Hansard of January 6, 1848 on page 133 of
which -1 questioned. the wisdom of this
cation of $3,312,000 from the accumu-
wrplus revenus balance to the 10-
velopirient Plan. I described it, if
I vernernber rightly, as robbing the hen-
4, and 1 went on to say that we ought
ceep. something in reserve for the rainy
Those words, of course, were a fig-
ure of speech. I feel now that I cught to
have kept my fingers crossed when utter-
ing them, for the disastrous rainy days of
December, 1949, and January., 1950 having
resulted in a reduction in the accumulated
surplug revemue balance of $960,500.

I presume

The third item of capital adjustments
has. further depleted by an amount of
$1.023.9290, that bulfer agaimst insolvency.
There was in the first place, a depreciatien
in the market value of the investments of
the Post Office Savings Bank. I hope
that, econversely, when market values
appraciate, that the accumulated surplus
eveniue balance will benefit. No doubt
among the investments, for example, is
34 per cent. war stock which is redeem-
al par in 1852

“he other iemis of capital adjust-
ments for which provision hag been made
out of the A'SR. balance are a discrep-
ancy in the Post Office Savings Bank ac-
county following the fire of February,
1944, when ils records were destroved
and the “write-off” of the balance of the
purchase price of the capital assets ac-
guired at Atkinson Field.

) It it is still intended to use 3% mil-
Iiom of the AS.R. balance on the 10-year
Development Plan; about half that amount
remains-to be drawn. But I am seriously
sugeesting  tv  Government that there
should be no further withdrawal for this
purpose from the ASR. balance.
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I regard the following ag one of the
mast significant statements which  the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer has
made in his addre It is on page 2 He
said ¢

‘What is now very clear is that the
character of the Plan, ag originally con-
ceived, must of necessity be radically
allered and even its description as a 10-

vear Development Plan is not in kseping
Wwith the realisation of the situsation’.

I myself would prefer to regard the
10-~year Development Plan as a limited
programme of capital werks and projects
leading ‘o economic advancement and
improvement of the social conditions of
the people from which items would be sel-
ected frem time to time in suitable piiori-
{ies as the necessary funds, materials and
technical direction become available.

I hope that this means that we are
not going to use sur reserves to finance

developments. I hove also that we are
not going i3 embark on development

schemes unless the country can pay for
the recurrent costs of these. 1 hope
finally that a1l will turn out well with the
Bonasika and Torani schemes,

I think that the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer has done a good service to

the comrunity in emphasising on the
first page of this i‘ratement the point

mads by the Fletcher Cost of Living Ad-
visory Comittee, that of the rise of 14
points in the cost of living index which
took place between October; 1949 and
October 1950, only 4.1 points are due to
the increased  prices of imported iferns.
He went on to say that the remaining 9.9
points are due to the rise in the prices of
local products

Turning now to the Budget for 1951,
if the forecasts of the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer work sut according to his
estimates, and if his proposalg for fresh
taxation realise the 1% wmillion dollars
which he anticipates, we shall end the
vear with a surplus »f revenue over ex-
penditure of $307,052. But he will, I
think, be the first to admit that such a
result is highly problematical. - He has
assured that the recornmendations con-
tained in'the majority veport of the



' erwhef C.O.L. Advisory Cemmzt‘aee will
be &d@meﬁ and madé provision for, but
what of the ,supp%&mm*mry estimateg in
the vear which lies before us ?

The Financigl Secretary and Treas-
cursr has stated that guarterly supple-
mentary estimates for the year 1950, ap-
proved by Finance Commitlee to Novs
sirber 30, came to $4417,938. What, I
wonaer, will these dmount to at Novem-
her 30, 195172

I have already shown how these were
absorbed in respect of the year 1850, but
supposing that the revenue for the vear
1951 is not greater than was anticipated,
how is he going to deal with the total of
these supplementary  estimates 7 1 can
only urge -again, most strongly, that
nothing be taken from the ASR. halance
to bulster up the deficit, and that instead
the pruning-knife be rigorously apphed to
such expenditure.

Al taxation proposals must of neces-
sity come as a bolt from the blug upon
the unfortunate faxpayer. Government
cannot be expected to give notice to in-
terested parties of its sinister intentions,
But I submif that in the case of the in-
creases in fees at Queen’sy College and the
BH.S some notice to parents of the im-
pending  charges ¢2uld have done little
harm.

Representations have been made to me
under three of the heads of faxation and I
helieve that if.is my duty to put these
forward for the consideration of the Coun~
cil,

The first is the Export Tax on baux-
ite.  The increase in the duty on calcined
bhauxite almost coincides with an an-
nouncement by the Demerard  Bauxite
Co. Lid., of expansion on this particular
field wwith the installation of & new kiln
for the manufacture of another bauxite
product. . While gome relief may be ob-
taived by the Company through the In-
dustries "Ald and Encouragement  Bill,
which the Finanecial Secretary and Treas-
yrer proposes o introduce in this Coun-
cil. at an early date, the . coincidence
seems unfortunate. It is fell that the
establishment of a new industry giving
increased ssm;;iaymem to local labour, has

'Tﬁ?}a‘ C@ﬁmﬂ.

- nob the case.
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been m this instance the signal for an
additional burden

The gecond head iz that of Duty on
Aerated and  Astificial  Miperal Waters,
The statement by the Financial Secrefary
and Treasurer that this has recently been
introduced in the neighbouring Colony
of Suriname iz challenged. 1 was under

~the impression that i was in existence

there, but T am now informed that this is
CItis felf that any inerease
in the retail price will affect sales in the
country districts, which will in turn re-
sult n the cutting~down of employment
among the distributing personnel,

The third head is that of Income Tax
in-so far as this affects the Life Insurance
Cornpanies. . Objection is raised on the
grounds that they are regarded as organ-
isations for the pmmotmn of- thrift, their
profits being derived; from interest on in-
vestments and  pot from engaging in
trade,

I have noticed that in explaining the
new Income Tax proposals in vespeet of
companies other than life insurance com-
panies, the Financial Secretary and
Treasurer admifted that an inereass in
the mte of fax would act as g brake in
the ccumulation  of - revenue. This i
mos trua and T sineerely frust as he sees
an Cﬁpp@rtumiy of releasing the brake, he
will do so. Most business concerns sre
anxicus to attain the grealest measure, if
possible, of financial stability in thege
very unstable present-day conditions.

In conclusion I would like once more
to congratulate  the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer on his Budget which, allow-
ing for eriticismg which T have made and
those representations which T have passed
on, I believe 10 bg on the whole » well-
intentioned - ang  admirable attermpt fo
grapple with a very difficult situation in
g reasonable and ste ?.étsman}iixg AN

Mr. CARTER ;. We are told that on
the oecasion of this debate on the budget
wa should review sur economic and social
situstion and make what comrments weé
think necessary, and what suggestions we
feel fit 1o meet the oeeasion, 1 too feel
a little dismayed at the grim prospeet
which  the ‘hon, the Financial Secretary
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holas before us, and 1 think that what is
1
13

necessary for the vear awe have just en-
tered 1s a greater acceleration of  our

eponomic development plans and a great-
er aceeleration of 2uy programme of ;s«:x:;a}
services. It seems to me, Sir, from the
hon. tne Financial Secreta comment
on the Ten-Year Development Plan that
this Flan seemis to be little morg than
mere eye-wash. He has used very polile
and parliamentary langusge in describing
his Plan and has

said that the Ten-Year
Development Plan ig not in keeping with

the realities of the situation. I think
that those words can only be interpreted

in the way I have alveady said, because
there seems t» be little progress made in
implementing this Plan, and 1t seems
frem what he has said, as I have said
here, that wa can expect very little im-
plementation of this Plan. I think itis a
bad thing to raise the hopes of people in
this way and then to have their hopes
dashed t3 the greund. 1 think, Sir, that
when we bear in mind that there has
been a steady increase in our population,
we see the mee d for hnmmediate develop-
ment of our agricbltural and industriael
resources.  If it is true that ag the result
sf D.DT. the mortality rate iy somewhat
lowered, sng if it is also that the
birth rate is increasing, then, I think we
will be faced with a very pczflous situation
here in British Guiana unless we can find
avenues of employment for our unem-
ployed. The only way that our unem-
plovmcm can be relieved and the stand-
ard of living of our people can be ralsed
iz to have an acceleration of our drainage
and irrigation programme so that lands
will become available and by such means
pnemployment will be relieved and the
standard of living of our people will also
be raised.

trie

We szem to hear very little today
about secondary industries, A few vears
ago there was at hope that we will be
bieﬁ to miubhah enough secondary in-

dustries in this country as to be of aszsist-
ance to the people here, but today almost

is of our seeondary in-
While we plan economic de-
velopment, while we plan expendifure, 1
think at the same time we have {u con-
sider e esre which must be taken in
making exnenditure. To take only one
itein~the question of our roads. So often
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i the Bast Coast Demerara road and the
Bank Demerara voad we find a
ch for about four or five miles of &
good ved hrick surface, and the
to five weeks later we {find that
stretch has deteriorated into pud-
and channels. If we spend money
items

on other in the same way us
we spend oney on owr reads, it ce
be seen clearly  why we will always

lance, it is lime that we get Road Ex-
perts. I know there are studentg in Eng-
d who have been sent there by our
Puklic Works Department, but I do not
tnink any of them is studying the con~
struction of roads which, T think, is se
necessary for tais Celony. I do nat pro-
pose, 3ir, to be unduly long, nor do I pro-
pose o touch on cach and every item of
the Budget Statement,

On the question of Social Services I
veuld likes t5 bring to your attention the
heusing situation of this Colony. People
today arc still living in sgualor for the
mozt part; particularly in my constituency,
South Georgetown, there is a great deal
of over-crowding. 1 think, Your Excel-
lency had an epportunity of visiting some
of the rooms or apartments, as they are
called, in ihat area, and 1 am sure Your
Excellency must have been gtruek by the

s ol over-crow {Eimf and squalor

ist there. T know there ig a
sing programme o relieve the situa-
tion, but I think this programme musi be
accelerated a greal deal if we are going
to give relief to a substantial part of that
community within g reasonable peried.
Recently, Sir, we have had a Committee
which has gone into the question of the
cost of living. 1 vefer to the Fletcher
Committee. One  thing remains certain
from that Committee’s Report and that is,
the standard of living continues to rise.
If that happens, we have to adopt ene er
two measures. We either have to in-
crease the wage-rates not only in the Gov-
erniment Services but make provision for
adequate minimum wages in this country,
or we shall have t» step up food produc-
tion and other preduction in this country
in order to lower the high cost of living.

The third alternative posaible that is
desirable ig to cushion the effect of the
rise in the cost of living by Subsidizatior
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But it is clear to me that people today are
becoming so frustrated that one of these
measures must be adopted to meet the
immediate situatizn. I think that in the
first place there should be 2 minimum
wage, as has been suggested by the hon.
Member for Georgetown North (Dr.
Nicholson) and the hon. Member for
Central Demerara (Dr. Jagan) that in
view of the high cost of living there
should be a minimum wage of $2.00 a
day. I think, Sir, that Government
should give serious consideration - to
these proposals. We may find that if we
do this only, that is to establish a mini-
mum wage and do not pay attention to
production, even the $2.00 a day would
not be adequate to meet the needs of the
workingman. So in addition to a mini-
mum wage, I think, steps should be takern
also to lcwer the cost of living. Refer-
ence has been made by the hon. the
Fifth No ;inated Member (Mr. Smellie)
to the R port of the Fletcher Committee
and to “.f1ie statement that so far as the
increase of local products is concerned
it was up something like 9 points. I think
certainly that is the situation whch this
Government has to give attention to,
because there is no point in giving with
one hand and taking away with the other.
I think if it is necessary we should have
another Grow More Food Campaign in
this country.

On the question of the taxation
proposals, I was somewhat amazed to see
that there is to be a tax on aerated and
artificial mineral water and an additional
tax on rum and no corresponding tax on
whisky or gin. It might be argued that
for every bottle of whisky sold in this
country we possibly sell 500 bsttles of rum.
But why should not a tax of $1.00 a bottle
be imposed cn whisky or gin, or any of the
drinks which are consumed by the higher
income groups, and why these tax pro-
posals should be directed mainly to the
lower income group? I feel, Sir, that the
only way I can support the proposed
duty on rum and on aerated and artifi-
cial mineral water is if a corresponding
lax is imposed on those other more re-
fined beverages which I mentioned.
While I congratulate the hon. the Finan-
cial Secretary for his tax proposal with
regard to the bauxite industry, I can only
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say that this tax has come much too late.
I feel this tax ought to havs been imposed
some time before. I myself made refer-
ence on three occasions to the fact that
owing to the devaluation of the Sterling
this Company had without introducing
any fresh capital or exerting any extra
energy on their part succeeded in making
substantial profits merely as a result of
Devaluation.

I am happy to see an increase In
taxation on companies. It is something
that a minority of Members of this
Council had been advocating in this
Council. I am not quite sure, however,
about the tax with regard to the Life
Insurance Companies, because most of
the companies in British Guiana are mutu-
al companies, and while we know there
are a few persons who have large in-
surances, I think, about 50 per cont. of
the insurance policies issued consist of
insurances around $500 to $1,000, which
suggest that the low income group will
suffer as the result of this taxation. I
would have thought that an increase
possibly of only 100 per cent., that is from
5 to 10 per cent., would have met the
position rather than this increase to 15
per cent. The hon. thz Fifth Nominated
Member in speaking on the taxation pro-
posals with regard to the Bauxite Com-
pany suggested that the Industries Aid
Bill may provide some measure of relief
to that Company. I would like to
hear the hon. the Financial Secretary
on that. because I have been under the
impression all along that this Industries
Aid Bill will not apply to estaklished
companies and undertakings such as
Bauxite, although the object of the In-
dustries Aid Bill is to encourage —
which is a good thing — capital to this
country, because if the Government can-
not provide the capital it is necessary for
us to attract capital to British Guiana.
But if this Indusries Aid Bill is going to
be used to assist well-establshed under-
takings like the Bauxite Company, I
think it would be better if we did not
have it at 2ll. Sir, that is all I propose
{o say with regard to this Budget. When
the time comes to deal with the Bills
which are before this Council with regard
to the items of taxation I mentioned, I
will be able to give mv point of view on
them
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MORRISH: The hon. the Finan~
cial Secretary and Treasurer has already
been complimented and  conuniseraied
with, and I do not think I need go over
that part of it again,  Furthermore his
Budget Statement appears to me to have
heen dealt with very exhaustively in-
deed by the hon. the Fifth Nominated
Member (Mv, Smellie).  Therefore T do
not propose to take up the time of the
Council more than to make some brief
observations on the taxation proposals.
I I may, T will take them in the order
as printed and make some brief com-
meznts on most of them. In the fivst place
and as I am intimately conncected with
the sugar industry, although T am afraid
1. have to accept it as inevitable, it is
nevertheless  regrettable that  Govern-
ment findg it impossible to  implement
the Venn Cominission recommendations.,
The non-implementation of those recom-
menctations, including not only No. 39 men-
tioned by the hon. the Financial Secretary
but also No 41, and this further coupled
with the refusal of His Majestyv's Gov-
ernment to implement the recommenda-

tion to assist the industry in this Colony
onaccount of our peculiar physical disa-
bilities, actually deprives the  industry

and all those engoged in it of somcething
ke $1t% million. In the same breath
alimost the industry is expected to imple-
ment its opart of the Venn Commission
Report, which it is frying to do in so far
as it iz financially able.

The next item on the faxation pro-
13 i this Aerafed and Artificial Min-
eral Water Tax Bill. I am not at all sure
I like i1, 1 do not think T do. I wonder

how Government, first of all. going
to collect - that tax. T unders a,m% that

other than smw half dozen large firms,

there ia a large number of small
produces rated and mineral water
in the ((ﬂrmv and, T am afraid, it will
cost more money to collect it from them
than the from

Cwhich will acerue

3 Government
e making of acrated
ential  ingredient
cannot be made -~
It would have been
cagier, if thiz tax must be impesed, to
tax carbon dioxide gas rather than fo set
up what secms fo be an extremely diffi-

the tax. :
satlzed thet o th

therc is one
which it

Wil i er
without
carbon dioxide gas,
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cult machinery. I do not like the tax,
but T am suggesiing a means whereby,
if it must be. it can be done wuch more
easily

With reference to the rum duty, like
the other speakers previous o myself, |
too was somewhat swrprised that such
things as cigareties and {obacco, although
I am a heavy smoker myself, were nof
included. I @m not sure that they ioco
should not have been taxed. Like the
hon, the Fifth Nominated Member I too
was approached in connection with the
tax on aerated and mineral water, baux-
ite and the Life Insurance Companies, As
a result of what I have learnt and as the
debate proceeds I will have fo make
my mind as to what attitude I should
take, but 1 wonder whether Government
quite realises what 1t iz laxing.

As T undesrstand the position, the
bauxite indusiry first of all exports dry
bauxite ore. That is the ore ag mined,;
which is at present taxed 20 centzs  per
ton. That tax is to be increased to 45
cents. That bauxite ore containg some 14
per cent. of water and is al -present
dried off in kilng and shipped away. The
Company at Mackenzie alse has made,
I believe, a certain amount of what is
described as caleined ore, and my in-
formation is that this calcined ore i
terial which nected in no way with
the manufacture of aluminuni, but it is &
{inished product and iz vsed as an abra-
sive in making grinding stones and things
of that sort. Further the Company has
declared its inteation to spend some $2
million on the installation of a further
plant which will produce another pro-
duct which is termed at this stage =
“dead burnt” ove.  This dead burnt ore

& ma-

is con

i% alzo caleined but fo 2 much higher
degree than the presently named cal-

cined ore and produces another tvpe of

product which is als@ a finished article
- vefractory - which 1s used in making

and shaping high temperaturve firebricks.
I am also  informed  {hat the ordinary
dried ore, as exported in bulk, enters the
IS.A. and Canada as raw  material,
whereas this  calcine  ore for making
abrasives and the dead burnt ore which
will become a source of material for mak-
ing refractories arve regarded in the
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USA. aﬁd Ganada as ﬁmshed artlchﬁs
and are requued to p(ay ‘an lmport duty

T am suggesting - that Government
should look very carefully into the mat-~
ter, in ecase the Company be frightened
off {rom installing the plant for produc-
ing these finished articles, It is stated in
the taxation proposals that the increase
in-the tax on dried ore, and this new tax
an the two caleined products is justified
by Devaluation, but I suggest it should be
remembered ¢ that, though the  peund

{sterhing) is now now; we hope it will go
up ggain, Therefore it is fair to say that
~ biecause sterling is low the tax is justi-
{ied? Should there not be a  clause to
say it will be reconsidered if sterling is
valued upward ?  There is-another peint
which strikes me on this bauxite taxa-
tion proposal. If my information is cor-
rect, the Parent Company after Devahia-
tion continued to pay the local Company
the same amount  per ten in  Canadian
dollars; -which - meant a larger armount
per {on-in B.G. dollars than before De-
valtatien. In other words, if they paid
. $1000 B.G. dellars  before Devaluatien
they paid $1,000 Canadian dollars after
Devaluatien; resulting in increased pro-
fits to the local  Company and greater
Income Tax accruing to Government,

Has Clevernment censidered the pos-

sibility™ of ‘the Parent Company saying,
we will in future only pay the same

amount {o the local Company in B.G. dol-

lars as they paid before Devaluation ? 1
am only suggesting ‘that if the parent
Company took it into  their heads that
taxation in British Guiana is too high; and
that they would continuie to pay in Cana-
dian dollars (which; converted into Brit-
ish” Guiana dollars would be exactly the
same as we received in the Colony prior
to devaluatien) the - immediate  rvesult
would be a very auick-and large drop in
the Company’s profits, with a correspond-
ing large drop in‘inceme fax that would
acerue to thm Gm/ernmant s

There are other items with which T

can deal mere guickly,
postal charges and

The  increased
telecommumcat:ons

anc telephone rates may be regrettable.

Unfortunately 1 live on the East Bank and
have almost daily communication with
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the ‘West Bank by -telephone, I am no .
relation of Job but I sometimes wish I
weére,

‘With regard to the propesed increase
inn the fees at Gueen’s College  and the
Bishops. High School I feel that “the re-
venue which will acerue as a result of’the
inerease, though small, will niean a con-
siderable sum to a-large number of peopic
i the lower income group. I know of
nunierous instances in which people do
really make great sacrifices in order to
send their children to those schools.

As regards the tax on life assurance
cempanies I ~do not know -very - much
about the subject, but life assurance is
certainly a means of enceuraging thrift,
and any proposal to increase the tax on
life assurance companies should bﬂ seru=
tinized vexy carefully.

‘While on the subject of income tax [
would like to stress the necessity for rop-
ing in the wery large number of persons
who, I am convinced; will never pay in-
come tax until they are actually assessed.
I would willingly support. any bproposal
for strengthening the staff of the Income
Tax Department by ene or two very.
highly paid persons  whosge mmain. job:
weuld be to follew that through 1 do
not think there is any question that a
great many pesple in the Colony who
should be paying income {ax are net doing
SO,

The proposed increases in - the rail
‘and steamer: charges are also unfortunate
and, I believe, inevitable. - Whilst on that
subject I would like to refer particulavly
te the ferry service which ‘I have to usg
very often. It certainly wants shaking
up.  Schedules are rarely ahdered to, and
1 sometmes marvel how  pesple are not
pushed everbeard by overcrowding, I
have seén peopls scrambling and  trying
to put their bicyceles on the steamer whilst
it wag already on the move, and it is just
the merey of Providence that there hag not
been serteus loss of life.

Generally, the position again appears
to be that 1951 is going to be a very dif=
ticult year indeed. T am speaking now
with my mind related to the fact that 1
am Chairman of two important Boards



sums of taxpayers

which Sy
» 10 t‘w Sea Defence Board

mon ;
anda thp Drainage and Irrigation Board.
I knsw that  Government has been
faceq with  very great . difficulty in
getling experienced and  adequate staff,

that during the past year it has been
on’ ino many occasions with
some probleny which involved a  great
additional  expendifure  which
Bt have been avoided had there been
veally expervienced and competent staff.
i know that engineers, especially civil
engineers, are hard fo find, but I would
stress that every - effort should be made
to gtrenghten the staffs of those Depart-

and |
canfronted

yember that at the time when
salaries of civil servants were being re-
viged it was suggested by certain Mem-
working  hours in eertain
7 Departinents  should  be
sgamgned. I think we  were told  that
ivil servants  worked 3314  hours per
week. 1 suggest that that is one way in
which sconomy may be effected, if those
persons who are so for z;maieiy placed
have to do a little more -

Mr., FERREIRA: It was obvious to
most of us during the consideration of the
1958 Estimates that as a resull of the
disasters which had cost us more than we
had  anticipated, the  year 1951  would
find us reguiring a lot more money to
finance our schemes and to keep on bal-
ancing our budget. It was not surprising
to ug either that we had to face new
taxation or additional taxation, but most
of us looked forward to taxation that
would be fair and equally distributed. To
most of us the taxation proposals arve not
just and fair, and while it is not my de-
at this moment to go into details 1
aill sav that I am opposed to certain of
the proposals en which I will speak fully
on the second reading of the Bills to be
nrougnt forward. In times of siresg and
trouble one should not lose one’s head and
panic, but rather than curb our activities,
now iz the time when we should endea-
vour to develop our resources, and carry
out our schemes, Let us not talk of
abandoning schemes lke Bonasika snd
Torani, or lay aside the million dollars
we have voted for road equipment Brit-
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ith Guiana has been crying out for de-
velopment fey ssveral vears. If we are
£ feed our people and offer them proper
and decent employment we must be pre-
paved to provide them with lands to work
angd iobs which could keep them preperly
employed.

principle against certain
The average per-

I am 1n
of the tax proposals.
gon asks himself: why should locally
manufaciured articles which provide
employment and put money into circula-
tion be taxed, while other items are not
taxed ? Wialle it iz not my desire te go into
the proposals in detail T would draw at-
tention to the fact that an item like beer.
which is imported largely from Holland,
has not been taxed. We find that Jamaica
and Trinidad are pushing ahead with
their development schemes. In Jamaics
there arve toxtile and glass factories and
citrus plants. We have just come out of
one war and the shadows of another are
gathering over us. British Guiana must
see to it that she is prepared for the next
wal' which apparently is not very far off.
(Applause from specfators in the public
gallery).

THE PRESIDENT: Will members ef
the public please keep order, otherwise
I must have the gallery cleared. You are
privileged persons and you must keep
order,

FERREIRA: The oprinciple 1
would like to. establish is that any item
which can be manufactured locally, and
which can provide employment, should
be. protected: within limits. There ig
no reason today why this Colony should
imporf jams, and even guava jelly from
Grenada and marmalade from Jamaica.
Such importations  should never be al-
lowed. 1  consider the tax propssals
which have been put forward as the
erection: of road blocks to private enter-
prise and initiative. As I look along the
banks of the rivers I see empty lands,
because some proprietors cannot be both-
ered about doing something to cultivate
those lands. I think taxes should be
{evied on such lands that are lying wasie.
Gevernment should tax those people who
sit back and do nothing to cultivate their
lands; not those who are entarprising,
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: A wape off
the deficit of hall o million dollars avd
put ints G&vemmm H coffers a quarter
of & wilion dollars i revenue Today we
@m that railway charges will be in-

v I owill awall the resulls of thoge
Cpharged, bearing v omingdothe
by Col Sponcer.

Aneres
ooy nmem mzf;‘ia

T would like to correct fwo. state-
fienits — ane by the hon the First DNo-

minated Member (Mr. Roth) I under-
tond him to say that 1 ienor stores  only

o licence of §75. T8
v pay licences totalling 200, but -1
sgesting that the tax shonld not
‘pe mcrnaﬂed The hon, the Sixth Nimin-
sted Member (Mr. Morrish) suggested that
4 tax should be tmposed on carbon dif axide
gas but as far ag I oam aware that gas
ean only be ‘used in miodern factories.
There are some factories which can use
sulphuric acid which is dangerous and
vonsidered obolsete, 1 teserve my fur-
ther remarks until the actual pmpmzﬁg
are being cons gide wd

Dr. NICHOLSON:
the imposition of taxation from year o
vear is hardly an answer to the balancing
of our tmdgﬁi; but additional taxation at
this time is an immediate and urgent need.
1hL auestion is whers must the impost
e Iam in agreement with the hon.
the Flrat Nnm}mtf*d Member (Mr Roth)
that all is not coming to Government in
the way of income tax.  The hon. the
Sixth Nominated Member (Mr. Morrish)
felt that Government is moking too great
a demand on the bauxite industry, but I
2 very much afraid that the bauxite in-
duglry s getting away with murder, and
1 was happy to {ind the hon, the Finan-
cinl Secretary looking in thdat direction
for forther taxation.

Some remarks were made in regard
to the propos sed tax on aerated drinks 1t
i felt that the burden of additional tax-
atwn will fail on the consumers, but what
the vonsumers perhaps do not know is that
Government has in - gome way antici-
ya’cm; the z;mduwrs of aerated | drinks,
and is really, I believe, going o got what
was intended o po to the produgers.

Lecistarive CouNciL.

At

1t is not correet.

“panding our rice indusiry.

If seerns fo me that

Swith a view to

fiiz;&{;

:‘ﬁé'%}@éé; '

‘.“{}Uu(} rwmua toorun

‘this a{mmv.y was Lhaf implementing of ouy

We do not need
schemoes
away.

pal eronomy.
I upon very sxpensive
irrigation right

agricult
1o embar
of drainage and

There =~ ate many pmix of ouy Ceoas-
el area & there s sufficient land
Iving *ﬁ}c« alosig the river banks on which

we conld gettle  families, build  houses;
angd  equip them properly and  sef up
saltural and aneillavy industries on
5 largs seale.  We should make British
‘Guisna beeome the granary of the Wasi
Indies,  We should sccure the  entire
West Indizn market for our rice by ex-
Unless we do
something “of the sort we are going to
find . ourselves in a wvery difficult . posi-
tion.  Besides developing our rics indus-
try we should make every effort fo es~
tablish and develop other industries, such
ag a banana industry and a jule indus-
tey.  As the hon, Member for Berbice
River (Mr. Ferreira) has said, we need not
import such things as bulter, cheese,
milk, hams and pickled meat,

As regards our health conditions we
have elimninated malavia and in. a great
measure the mosquitoes which convey
malaria and filariagis. Our population is
ingreaging considerably, and experts fell
us that within another 20 vears we shall
double our population.  That is going to
place us i a great plight if we do not
do sométhing to producs more.  We talk
of more ‘and move production but I am
afraid that we undermine our production
machinery when we do not pay the worker
a depcent wage.  Some time early in 1947
I introduced @ moptien in this ~ Councy
suggesting a4 minimum wage for work-
ers. In November we had the Flotcher
Cost of Living  Comimittes of which 1
was a member. After examining the situ=
ation thoroughly I came to the conelu~
sion that we should fix 8 minimum wage
for the worlérs of this country, T feel that
it is dmpossible for any wman who works
hard and produces something, to live on
less than %2 per day, and I -hope - that
Government will in the very near future
examine tHe situation more thoroughly
: safisfying the worker
beeause, affer-all, it is those people whe
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hear the brunt of hard toil who should
be satisfied. They are the producers, and
if they ave dissatisfied or discontented they
are apt to adopt go-slow tactics, We have
fo make our workers fezel satisfied if we
are to implement any sort of production

sohiete,

The imposition of taxation from year
to. vear is  not popular. Some  persons
feel that we should go to the producer
s profits, bul we cannot
do. that 1 e, if we did, there would
be no development.  The worker must
waork hard te produce the fruits of in-
dustry, and -when he does that Govern-
ment can come along and say that he
should get sufficient of the fruits of in-
dugtry 1o enable him to live a decent
life.” I do not propose to discuss the sev-
cral items on which increased taxatien is
proposed, but will wait until they come
up for consideration,

Dr. GONSALVES: T wish to make a
a srnall contribution o thiz debate. Com-
pliments have been paid to the hon, the
Financial Seeretury for his geniusg in pre-
senting his Budget Statement., Ways and
areans must be found in  order to bal-
ance our budget, but I am afraid that we
have reached the point where, unless
some. better svstem  of distribution s
sdopted, the people of the Colony are
going to be taxed out of existence. 1
am. quite sure that a goodly number of
people are not against taxation, but they
are against uneven taxation, because the
ordinary worker pays the same 30 cents
per tin for condensed milk as anybody
elge, The Financial Secrefary and Treas-
urer must find ways and means of bal-
ancing the budget, and is gquite right
in proposing taxation which he feels will
provide the required revenue, but it is for
us to ¢omsider the reaction to such propo-
sals, If the proposed tax on aerated drinks
is considered undesirable T would suggest
the re-imposition of an excess profits tax,
perhaps to the extent of 25 or 50 per cent
of what it was before. In my opinion it
would result in a more even: distribution
of taxation.

The hon, Member for Berbice River
(WIr. Ferreira) asked why was not imn-
ported - beer taxed instead of locally
manufactured aersted drinks? Imported
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beer, inasmuch as the Government fax
on it is heavy, is still landed here at a
cost of 23 cents per bottle, but when we
go to buy that 10 or 12 oz botile we

have to pay 36 or 40 cents for it. That
is the reason why I say it would be

better if a certain percentage of Excess

Profits Tax be reintroduced. I do not
think it is fair that the ordinary poor

person should be called upon to pay 12
cents for a bottle of pepsi-cola when

buying that drink, I do not believe that

was Government’s intention. I believe

Government intended that there should

be an addition of one cent per bottle
and that same amount should be passed

on to the. consumer if the manufacturer

feels he cannot bear the strain. But the

the other fellow comes along and says

“Government allews us 20 per cent.” and

increases the price further. We pay at

Crabwood Creek 16 cents for the same

thing that Government intends should

only cost 8 cents. Therefore 1 c¢on-

tend thati since he continues to filch the

ordinary consumer he must then bear

the brunt through the Excess Profits Tax.

1 am being crushed under the burden as
anyone else, One man told me the other
day “1 am getting so much money but

it has not got any value.” I asked him

“what about me? If I came to the

Legislative Council and said I was not

getting enough T would be chased

out. 1 am feeling the strain too and I

have to stang it.” But there is a limit.

I too have a family and I have to provide

for them. I am not opposed t» this tax,

because it is only by this meang we can

run a State properly, but we wani to

tax evenly the districts.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER : 1 am surprised to hear
hon. Members quoting price figures
in regard to aerated and artificial water
which are alarming. A pefition was
placed on the table this morning in
which the manufacturers suggest an in
crease of one cent per bottle on each
grade. That is to say, drinks which now
sell at four cents per bottle they suggest
they would find it difficult to get five
cents for and six cents for the higher
grade. They suggest that the inerease
should be seven and eight cents and for
the high grade 12 oz. bottle they sug-
gest that the price should be nine cents
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fIt is an mcredse of one cent on all grades
and the petition = suggests the peaple
are unwilling to pay it. If it is 'a fact that
the ‘increases are above one cent  per
Cbottle; it 1s a matter which requires some
mvastxgatmn

GONSALVES I am very glad
to hear that, and I am prepared to prove
what I have said. I give the hon. the
Financial Secretary the benefit that his
intention was only one cent should have
been passed en te the consumer ulti~
- mately, 1 am prepared to tell him now
“that in New Amsterdam these drinks are
already being sold — one bottle of Coco-
cola- at 12 cents and 11 cents, and ene
bottle of Pepsi-cola at 12 certs, and one
bettle of Quencher at 10 and 11 cents.
As T have said, I give the hon. the Finan~
cial Secretary  the benefit of the deubt
and 1 am positive ‘that was not his in-
tention; but that is what is being done.
Since that is so, it is unfair to the con=
sumer, This beverage is net a drink in
the ‘sense like a bettle of beer. A per-
son buys a - bettle of aerated drink  to
quench his thirst and, perhaps. two of
them ray use a bottle, If it is the inten-
tion to add one cent only, I can under-
stand.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER : 1 strongly suggest to the
hon. Member that he should take steps in
New Amsterdam to demonstrate against
the situation there

- The PRESIDENT: That is sheer prof-
iteering by people who, when a small
tax is put on, take advantage of it. If
what the hen. Member has said is true
those people’s licences should be can-
celled ‘and, if there are no licences, we
should see that they are prehibited from
selling, It is sheer profiteering. 1 hope
the blame is not put on the Fianncial
qecfﬁtary or anyone else. . We should see
that is stopped

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
’I*REASURER I may add that it had
oceurred tr» Government Offmers who
“deal Wlth this matter that it might be
necessary to introduce Price Control.
Steps might be taken to m‘nroduce effec-
tive cont‘rol :

LEGISLATIVE Cmmm '
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GONSALVES I have no inten-
t'mm o’f saying that the hon. the Financial
Secretary is passing this tax on to the
consumer, neither am 1 saving that the
mnaufacturers are passing it on, but I am
saying it is a general system of profiteer-
ing.  For plantains you have to pay eight
cents per 1b.- for stalk and ‘everything.
The answer is an egual distribution of
taxation and an intensification of our ef-
forts in regarg fo production. I know
that unless we get busy and mechanize our
industries to such an extent that they will
increase our production. we are going to
be left. in the cold. Already we have
learnt at the Conference recently held
that Surinam is now going in for parboiled
rice and, ‘we may assume, that she will
be catering for the very markets that we
have. Trinidad and Jamaica are growing
rice, but we are not.concerned about that
because we know that Trinidad cannot
grow enough to aieet her needs. We
want to preserve those markets that we
have and, if that is' so, we must be in a
pesition to stand up to competition. A
grasup of Hollanders will be going for rice
production in Surinam on a  large
mechanised scale; i ,

I believe that this “sweet water” fax
is a-bad tax. I believe there are other
ways and means by which we can find the
gsame amount calculated  to - be derived
from this tax on “sweetl water”, but if the
other fellow is avoiding his responsibility
by playing a Jeech on others then he must
be ‘brought to justice and made to pay
his tax as everybody else has to. T come
now te the next item. 1 think, when it
comes to the aquestion of education; it is
the business of every Government t{o see
that s3 much money is spent on it We
know that the Education Vote is high but,
as I say, it is not so high in comparison
with taxation. I believe that the tax on
the fees at Queen’s College and Bishops’
High School is a bad one. It is one right.
The ameunt that iz calculated t» be de-
rived from that tax should be found in
those industries and people who make
tremendous excess profits. They should
pay it. In Surinam when the new Gov-
ernment came inte power, they imposed &
certain amount of taxes on the expirt of
bauxite, which was double that in exist-
ence, - The bauxite people said they were
going to close down and they did,  But
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3 ;
lected wore than they did

fram the two companies they had pre-
viously: It does not mean 1o say that we

want investors taxed. T would be the las
ong 1o that. We want to em;rmage
the development of the Colony.

if we condinue to allow
ise az it 18 going, A

It is not f
the ecost of living

few people of the lower income group in
the Civil Service made a stranglehold on

Govermment and had 40 be given a cost of
Bving allowance, and we have o put
that money back, but it 13 not only they

who arve feeling the brunt of if. When
the last war was on we thought the cosi
of lving was high, but 1t i3 only now

b{wmmf 1 to see that it was
1 is 10 be the amswer 7
it that we have an even
£ : T say that we may tax
we soda wcsiw‘ mamai cturer, but we have
happened In couniries where
that m‘x was impos . One of the places
I have inomind iz Pennsylvania. They
¥ of the  soda water
to go out of business
1 in . the se
ring the ofher
words, the mufa« -
t}‘wv {’éiz‘«"‘{‘h MWL’W

that we ap

3 gl ums they
the other fi

fmt taxed.
les :iu]ﬁ wlti-

feamd compe

y of
the factories. ta:»z is

not right. 1 do not thin! ight to put
a tax on Queen's College. As the hon.
the Fuxt Jomma’ru} anbor said it was
! th nk > whole thing i
i intrieg

The PRES Mem-
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It was one of the
a did after she became an
niensification of the
{ wove illiter~

umi not he a block
Sress, } cannot am“e

JIIOVE
cavge

15 by

e

a0V Y OF

i the way
with the ta
1o take the em;ua Pohccs F&’.)i{:‘(g to
hat only one cent is handed down to
» consumer. Iram willing to say, and 1
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gei, expenditure is going up. It las gone
up from $7 million some years ago to oyver
$21 million at the present time,
as if the hon, the Financial Secrelary has
to e like u dog chasing ity own tall in
order ta see how he s going to find ways
and. means ty get the rvevenue lo gope
wiﬁh thé rising expenditure. We have
heard a lot aboutb the high cost of living,
shott g minimum $2-a day wage. There
s another way and a betlter way o my
mind of lwoking at this high cost of liv-
ing; and that is fo deal th the low
purchasing power of mongy. What good
is it to-give g man $§2 a day and the next
weelk the shops pul up the prices of com-
modities that e is bound to purchase by
30 or 40 peroeent T If you g2 back to 10
or 15 years ago, the ordinary  working
man was able to purchase a working shirt
9 60 cents, today he has to pay $3.60
for the same shirt. The price of working
implements hag gone up egually, Ther z:f;:&rg;
it is not a guestion so much of the high
cost of living as it iy the low purchasing
power of money. It is so low thet it
takes three or four times the amount o
purchase an article now taat could have

besn - purchased for that  amount be-
fore, and o no ooslteration iz o made

i:z the living wage  The cure to fhis

supposed high cost of living to my mind
is;, there must be a greal cmtpm of
what is eszential,  Government ghould see
to it that accordingly as you put up the
labourers’ wages yvou must also not have
?;m shopkeepers pufting up the prices of
It iy true,  however, they
may be forced to do so as they ?mve 1o
purchase the goods at a higher cost It is
just a vicious gpival gl the time-—revenue
Chamng emewdmme.

Every! edy seems 1o be against the
aqerated  and o artificial  mineral - walers
duty: 1 do not remember it having been
pointed-out by any of the Membes that
it i u effect a double tax. These miner-
al waters factories ave already payihg 4
duty for the essences that they import 10
make the drinks: thev pay a duty oh the
crown corks and other fhings they e

ort. I bhave gove into the figurves sup-
ph% et by oone mineral water manufacs
tater nncn small seale, gnd it appears o
ma that i the man was not using hig own
fabour and dobms ot of the work him-
sseii with his family ang friends, it woild

'mx:}:gmﬂw Cwﬁm,,
not have

It locks
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been 4ssible for him to hve out
of what he was able to make from the
manufacture of mineral walters.  As this
tax is bound fo be passed on— one el
per

potllewsto the small man who takes
Irink for his lunch, if you pul it on
towhisky there'is a substitute in rom but
in respeet of these drinks there is no sub-
gtitute.  Ag som as you put it on fhese
drinks the people will be foreed to take
sither mauby or some other form of
beverage i thoy want a substitute. Thst
is any information, 1 shalt not deal any
further with thal.

et us deal wi h the ne *zt iteme—iile~
communicatis rates and o charges. If
seems to me, Sir, that there is gome mis=
take. in this. In the Gazelte it is pub-
lishied, -that  the Georgetown telephone
rents are increased from $80 to 110 for
business and from $40 to 355 for resis
dence ; New Amsterdam, it was formerly
$48 w“m‘ busiriess and that is now $66 and
for residence $32 formerly i now $44
Vreed-er ﬂmp Exchange, It was former-
Iy ‘860 for businsss and $§9 for residence,
but now the people on the Vreed-en-Hoop
Exchange will - have to pay the same 48
the. renters in Georgetown-—$116  for
business and $§55 for ordinary rvesidencs,
1t now 3110 for business in the Vrieed-
en-Hoop Exchange as against $66 in New
Arpsterdam. . Tam t0ld by the Postmaster
Gepersl that it was not payving. - What i
swer to why 1% is not paying 2 1
will give the answer very guickly.  There
are 45 persons on the Vrieedeen-Hoop Exe
charige and only 15 pay any rent at all
the remainder is comprised of Govern=
ment Officers, Police ‘and Post Offices
They are allowed not only fo have tele-
phones el their offices bul at their pri-
vate residence as well. The latest dirvecs
tiong are, if yvou want to telephone from
Vreeed~en-Hoop to Geosrgetown in addition
to paying the additional $3 on your rental
ol have 1o pay 18 cents extra for & trunk
call to Georgetown,  That iz my informa~
tion, Even though you have your own
telephone the new Regulations say e

the ar

“Lioca
gefined
1y A locel call-is one

mumber - on Lher fs.a

and trunk. -calls
ag folloyws: -

ma c% 6
me

ar v
number, Jmmdt i ¢ fm_ry
the purpose of applying - this
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definition in the Berbice  Area
the following shall cach be re-
garded as a separate oxchange
or sub-exchange ——

includes Do

ta} Mahaicony which

Kinderen, Weldaad, Fort Wel-

lington  and P}au mont  Post

Offices and Rosignol Call Office.

(b) Reliance Call Office and Post
Office.

do do do

do do dao.

do da do

() &1 (*E,ifm do do do.
Otfice.

(g) New Amsterdam o do.
Office.

where the call

neferred fo the nearest

after office hours, such

Station shall be regarded as the
Oftice for the purpose of the
definition

(2) A “Trunk” Call is one fo an

exchange 1o another  area.  The
charge for trunk lines for Broadeasts

shall Be at call office rates”

Undeyr Regulationg  they
give no of an area. An
areq . call sne condined fo areas preg.

cribad

follows

»»»»»» including Leusn and

,I};:zne\“;n'a — extending from Par-

ika to Mahailca,

cxiending  from De

don.”

They go further and say that for every
exchange or sub-exchange  other than
New Amsterdam the charges shall  be
based on a mileage rate of two cents per
8 miles hetween exchanges with 6 cents
minimum. Bur in the exchange the
chargs ig § conts per minugfe. S0 vou are
vorse off in paving $110 although you
may be living only a stone’s throw
from the exchange., You get a local
call  for 4 cents  for  each 3 min-
utes  or g trunk o eall for six cents,
Calls from a public call office shall be
charged at 50 per cent. above those for
residential subseribers. But if you own a
telephone you are to be charged 18 cents.
‘4 gentleman at Blankenburg wanted to

4 JANUARY,
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get mie on the telephone and he
he would have to

was tola
v 18 cents to be con-

nected 4o me, 1 would ask that these
I*"e'fulations be revised and that  some-

hing be done at once, because if vou say
tlm for every exchange or sub-cxchange
the charge will now be 2 cents per 8
miles, and between Vreed-en-Hoop and
Georgetown is under 8 miles and as the old
Regulations have not leeen rescinded the
area should still be defined as before. I
think there is somecthing veryv . wrong
about the new rates. As I said, vou pay
$110 for vour phone and in addition yvou
have to pay 18 cents for a call. A call may
cost you anvthing like $1. T think somece~

thing = should be done lbecause if
one in W Demer wents o - ged
connected  with wrgetown he  has
to wait - for one or two hours be-

ause there sre supposed to be three cables
across the river and genervally two of them
are out of order. In Georgelown vou
have two persons on ong line and they
get a reduction, but in  Vresd-en-Hoop
vou have 45 persons on one line, and
taking into account the number of per-
sons in Georgetown to get  connection
with Vreed-en-hoop I think that this is
one of the things that should be seen into.
There s semething ridiculously

wrong
with the nsw Regulations.

The nextthing is in regarvd fo the Motor
deles licence duty, There has been o
lot of comuments about that, The amall
man who can only afford a 8 horse power
car has to pay an increased tax from $20
to $27, whereas the people who can af-
ford to buy very large cars and limous-
mes will get $20 taken off their tax. I{
does not appear to be a fair distribution.
The small man has not really a car at all
but just a means of conveyance,

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid the
hon. Member was notl in the Council
when the Bill was passed. I do not think
he is in order to discuss a Bill which was
passed some days ago..

Capt, COGHLAN: I am quite in
order in' saying what I have to say,
whether T was here or not. Evervone has
the right to stand up here and. say this
tax should not be as it is.
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The Bill

passed.

PRESIDENT: The was

Capt. COGHLAN: One hon. Member
cannot stop a Bill from passing. With re-
gard to Life Insurance companies that
used to pay 5 per cent. and are now
to pay 15 per cent.. I think that in view
of  the fact that most of the people who
are in those companies are very small
- people and they are the people who will
feel the brunt of this increase it should
‘be made 7Y% per cent. for the benefit of
those people. I come now to the Rail-
ways and Steamers. I need not say much

LEGISLATIVE COoUNCIL
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about that as everybody knows what my
feelings are about the Steamer Service. We
have had to wait for one hour at Vreed-
en-Hoop for the steamer to leave, and I
have seen people get on these small
steamers and another boat having .to go
and take them off in the middle of the
river and back to Vreed-en-Hoop. I have
a motion before this Council for the
bridging of the Demerara River and I
shall then have a lot more to say on this
subject.

The Council adjourned to Friday, 5th
January, 1951, at 2 p.m.
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