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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 4fh JANUARY, 1951. 

The Council met at 2 p. m., His 
w
t 

• Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles 
. : � Woolley, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., Presi-

, : , ,• : dent, in the Chair.
,, 

PRESENT: 

The Hon. Dr. G. M. Gonsalves (East­
t'J'll .Berbice). 

The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan ( entral
Demerara). -----

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Western 
Berbice) 

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North West• 
em District). 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nominated) 

The President, His Excellency the The Hon. J. Carter (Georgetown 
Governor, Sir Charles Campbell Woolley, :i1Jufo). 
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
J. Gutch, O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder, K.C. 

'I'he Hon. the Financial Secretar� 
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.M.G., 
C.B.E.

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.
(Demerara-Essequibo). 

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson (George­
town North). 

The Hon. T. LP.e (Essequibo River). 

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever, (Nomi­
nated). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated). 

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Ber!bice 
River). 

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi­
nated). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E., 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlan 
(Demerara River). 

The Hon. D. P. Debidin (Eastern 
IJ,emerara). 

The Hon. F. E. Morrish (Nominated). 

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo (Nominated) 

The Clerk read prayers. 

ThE: minutes of the meeting of the 
Council 'held on Thursday, the 21st of 
December, 1950, as printed and circulated, 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
- \ 

TRINIDAD'S NEW CONSTITUTION 

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Members, 
you will remember that at our meeting 
on -the 9th of November you asked me 
to convey to the Governor of Trinidad 
our thanks and appreciation for the 
hospitality accorded to our representatives 
at the opening of their new Legislative 
Council. You also asked me to convey to 
the Gqvernor of Trinidad our best wishes 
for the success of their new Constitution. 
I should like to say that I have now 
received a letter from the Governor of 
Trinidad in which he has expressed to me 
the thanks of the Legislature of Trinidad 
and his own thanks for the good wishes 
from me and from .the Legislature pf 
British Guiana for the success of 
Trinidad's ; new .Con.stltution, and !adds 
that he would be grateful if their expres­
sions of thanks could be conveyed to the 
Legislature of British Guiana, which I 
have very much pleasure in doing. 

•
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''An Ordinanc,, further 
tbi� Tax Ordinanc'f:, J!Y.19". 

The Bill seeks lo prnhibit the 
is::rnt, of l:icences tv sell drugs unless 
lhe app1icant for sueh lkence has 
r_;btain�d thf� c·onsent in writing of 
th.:: Dirctto( Cli Medil'al Services. This 
mearnre is an additional Sttieguard against 
,he sale of d:rngf by unqualified persons. 
Seetion 27 nf the Phannaey and Poisons 
Ord:m.1ni·e, Chaptt'r 103. ernpowexs the 
c;,:,v@rnor in CouncU to c1uthortse th1., sale 
of tfrugs "'nd patPnt ;;n.d proprietary 
medidne;:r by unquaUfii€d person" in 
u::eas remote from the coastlands. 

As lieent'es ,irt• i.:;stted annualiy it is 
n,,,e,·ssury to m;;ke the Bill operative 
from Hw 1st of J.inuary this yeo1r, and 
if tilt: prindple o! th,., Bill is approved 
and the Bill is given a second re,1dlng I 
prnpo:;;c :n !he Committee ::,toge to ask 
leave to in,,ert a clause to make the BiU 
operat,ve :fr<ml th�, 1st of Junuary, 195L 
It will b"' appn,ciated. lhat until tbe 
enachner,t of thEI Ordinance per'so11s may 
c,.pply for liceni:-os. I formalJy movs;: ihnt 
tb;, Bill be now :read a �•ccond ,jJ.fiL 

Mr. RAATGEVER seconded, 

Dr. JAG.AN: Only this morning I 
brought this niatter 11p beforp the 
Me:clic,11 Advis,)ry Cornmittee because on 
the last oc(•asion when this Bill was consi­
dored by the C,)mmittee 1 wus ab,,ent 
from th;:, Colony ;1.nd ,·onseqwmfly r w;;:,.f! 
.not able to put forward argument against 
proce1:ding with the BiU at ilHe prescm 
t.irne. I feel that fois matter needs a grc&1
dcul ,jf f.'.onsideration and I do not think
M1:>mbPrs of this Council are fully
apprised of the siiiiation as it exists at 
the pre;1;cnt timu. The Pharmacy and 
Pois,)n:<i Ordinance, Chaph,r l03, contain;; 
three Schedules in whid1 certain dr-ugs 
and poisons are listed, and certain 
t·equirnmi:mts have to be me-t hel:mc· 
licences are issued for the :::aic nf thosE 
item;:;, In the c-;,se o.f Schedule 1 it is 
I1e('.1�s,;a-ry for a qm1lified chemi;1t. to be 
,::mplo:,,red on the premises. On the other 
hand, in Schedule 3 there is a list of n 
large number nf druis for the ;-;H.le ol' 
w11i.ch there is no neeessity for a qualified 
,:hemii;t to be on thf: i;,remi;;es. '.I would 
likti to ask the hnn, the Attomey-Oe�rei 

w-hetln�r it j,; 
to 1:1.b;ili.:::b Chapter 10:3 e(,rr.plewly and ti> 
.introduce: ne,,.,,.- legislation ? If that is �o I 
think it is most inopp,orturn; to give the 
Director of Medical Services the po:w;;,r· 
uow sought to be giv,m him l�y this BilJ, 
unle!-.s. t;hb C,}undl is fully &ppr.iBed of ail 
th,e fa.ct;; and .'Jf what Govenuneni 1nt-e:n& 
to do in the future. 

My information if; that th12 it,z,rm: 
hsted in the 'fhird Schedule of Clrnpter 
103 can be sold without the nece&:;ity oi: 
having a q1..alified cl1.•:n11;;t nn th,· 
premises. bnt it is provided tha1 those 
itemii rnust be sold in 1mbrnktm packages, 
such as p::itc,nt medidn,,s and ::io forth. In 
otht:r words, they tn!.l::,t he' s,old ln !.ht· 
conttdn�rs in which they are imported 
into the Colony. Tu that ca1>e ! do not se,:, 
:my barm it1 pct·rnitting ;;my ;;tort' to sdl 
items which are not sepa.ratt;d from thdr 
containers, onc>c they have be,m p01·mi.tt(:d 
�ntry into thtl Colony. What .i::; vi:,1-y 
t1e,c;;;.ssarv is the cont.rul of the e:atry 
oi drui� into the Cobny. Under th� 
Pure l?oon and Drua_5 Act ,,f tht' U.S.A. 
I do not. think the sale c,f many 
drngs is prohibited. I feel that thil.: 
matter is nierdy t1 question of �- check­
up on th;;, ttd.mlnistration at the pr!,tent 
time. If it is found that persons are sdl­
ing drugs listed in th,� Third SchedulEc 
of Chapter Hl::i, by opening the container>: 
in whieh they are imported. then I bdievti 
thost; are cases in which tlw p,.ilice can 
prosecute, 

With regnrd fo Sch0d11l2s I o1t1d II 
and the drugs listed then•ln, it is m�eei;­
StHy for a registi;:,,:red cliemL,t to be 
employee! on th€. prernitcs. I am ioid tba:. 
the practi,·2 i!'. that many t,tores sh<1.re 
po!lsit>Jy 0ne chemist, so that those cfrug� 
cU'O sold under the name o.f a dHHnist. 
w.bo mny rwt be on the spot. If tlrnt if; 
so it sH•ms to me that what iii necess,1ry 
i;,; Jegislatiori to stop such practke, but 
at present it will create a great- ded ot 
difficulty. I have in .mind that the {)rd}n­
anc,i provides that no stor., beyond two 
milt>:s of thf' City limits can sell t.hose 
drugs. Many individuals have Qpeneci 
�mall stores, for instance at Kitty ·whcr, 
that village was :1 cuunil•y di::ltl'kt. and 
thosl) p�rsons are continuing !o �htain 
thdr livelihood in th:,,t way. I can sPc 
l?J'<::al. dan.ffii· in allowing blanket fo�i:,la--
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in principle :both democratic and reason­
able t,, the" classes of people who will be 
affected by this particular Bill. 

Mr. CARTIDR : This Bill seems 
innocent in itself, as all that is sought 
to be introduced by it is a provis-ion 
giving the Director of Medical Services 
t.he power to issue his consent in 

• writing to certain classes of persons.
But, Sir, I like other Members would like
to know something more about the
objects and reasons of this Bill. The
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance came
int'.J force in 1899. When an Ordinance
has been in for'ce for over 50 years., if it
is sought to amend that Ordinance then
some very good reasons sh'luld be given
us by the hon. the Attorney-General for
the pr0posed change. The bald state­
ments in the Objects and lleas'Jns to my
mind ar'e not enough to convince me at
least that this charfge is necessary. The
Governor in Council has had the power
all these years - for over 50 years - to
give persons permission to sell certain
drugs. No reason has been given us here
today as to why there should :be an
amendment or some change of the pro­
cedure from what we have been used to.
Furthermore, I have discussed this matter
with certain unregistered proprietors
who are very concerned about this pro­
p'Jsed change. Many of th'em have had
over 20 years' service in drug stores and
are ve:y capable and efficient men, 2.nd
they feel that they 1will be excluded from

( the list of proprietors who will be
allowed to sell p'lisons and other drugs.
I would like to know something more
about the objects of. this Bill and I, too.
would favour a Select Committee
possibly chosen from the Medical
Advisory Committee to discuss this Bill
and make recommendations thereon. :i:
second thie last speaker's motion.

• 

Dr. GONSA:LVES: I would like to 
say a few words in regard b this 
matter. I am very sorry that the Chair­
man of the Medical Advisory Committee 
is not here at this time. Perhaps it 
would have been best for him to speak. 
I w'luld urge that the Bill be postponed 
for thes-e reasons : I do not believe the 

1 object of the Bill is to prevent anyone 
owning a drug store so long as that drug 
store complies, with the requirements of 

the law and that is to have a registered 
pharmacist there. I think it goes further 
ban that stage of protection of the 
public in respect of the sale of poisonous 
drug3. I believ•e it goes further than 
merely saying 1we are trying t'l protect 
the druggist. Recently we have all heard 
with horror of a lady g1vmg some 
·chilctr·en some cascara sagrada one morn­
ing and three of them died during the
course of the day. It was discovered
that that drug had been obb.ined from a
grocer's store. I believe it is wrong for
gr,cers to sell or tr·ade in drugs or for
druggists. to trade in other than
medicines. I have not had a chance of
studying the Bill, but what is stated in
the Objects and Reasons seems to be
scant and for that r·eason I ask that con­
siderathn of it be postponed. I cannot
say I am against the Bill. Therefore �
ask that we get a little more explanation
about it.

Dr. NICHOLSON : 1As far as I know, 
the object of the Bi\1 is not to interfere 
with th 'Jse long established :businesses 
which have been operating for 12 or 20 
years. All the Bill seeks to do is to 
prevent all those little grocers in remote 
areas - persons who are not quite 
r·esponsible - handling patent medicines. 
There is no doubt about it, that patent 
medicines can be very dangerous in the 
hands of persons who have no knowledge 
about them. It was brought to our notice 
that there ar•e persons in the remote areas 
of the Colony who sell drugs and who 
are not even literate. These patent 
medicines have no directions sometimes 
on them as to the administration of the 
drugs, and one will therefore see how 
dangerous a practice it will be to issue 
permits willy-nilly to persons to sell 
dangerous drugs and patent medicines. 
The Bill, as the hon. Member for George­
town South has said, appears to be rather 
innocent in its objects. I .believe there 
was such innocence intended. It is not 
sought to destroy businesses that are 
well established. What I do feel is, if 
it is necessary to send the Bill to a Select 
Committee, rather I would say postpone 
the Bill and let the hon. the Attorney­
General give a fuller account of the 
Objects and Reasons. 

Mr. THOMPSON : A ,while ago I was 
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rural usinesses, some of which do better 
ll1:1.1 m town? Do they collect th_ a: 
lr n1 Ea::;t Coast truck dnv r o.f the typ,· 
'J1 the gentleman who at the Cove and John 
Magistrate's Court deposed that he hired a 
lorry fv;m Government at $144 per· month 
and made $1,000 per month transporting 
rice to the Scheme ? Do they collect the 
tax or even see returns from those sugar 
workers both in factory and field who 
ear'n between $30 and $60 per week ? I 
trust Government will take thought of 
these matters and see to it that all those 
who are liable to Income Tax pay their 
just dues. If these suggesfr>ns are fol­
lowed, I am certain that the hon. the Fin­
ancial Secretary and Treasurer will not 
have cause to spend sleepless nights 
searching for new methods of raising the 
revenue to balance this budget. 

Mr. SME·LLIE : I said last year •'.ln 
the 5th of January, in this Council, that 
since the Budget of the Financial Secre­
tary and Treasurer for 1949 had proved 
so accurate. he deserved our confidence 
in respect of the new d1'aft estimates for 
1950. Results have once again proved 
that he fully deserved that confidence, for 
having estimated for ;;_ surplus of $390,122 
he has shown us that rwe have come out 
on the tight side with a sum •'.Jf $151,050 
to the credit of the Colony's finances. I 
do wish once more to congratulate him on 
his extremely accurate forecast. 

I think, however', that it is a matter 
of some importance cl%ely to follow him 
in his analysis of the results which have 
been obtained, and which seem to be on 
the face of it, satisfact"Jry. Last year I 
drew attention to the small excess of an­
ticipated revenue over expenditure and 
pointed out that we mgiht well be faced 
with si\lpplemntary estimates during the 
year tn the extent of $5,000,000. 

Actually these supplementary esti­
mates amounted to $4,417,938. But we 
still came out on the right side with a 
surplus of $151,050, and this is the final 
result cf the transaction for the year 1950. 

The Financial Secretary and Treas­
urer has told us quite frankly how rwe 
managed to· do this. In the first place, 
the revised estimates of revenue showed 
an increase of $652,745, and in the second 

place we spent $3,677,382 fnm the accu• 
mula �d surp1us revenue balance. De­
t,rr I;; oi lhi::; he gave. l Lhrnk that it js 
necessary to emphasize that these pay­
ments did not come from ordinary revenue 
and I should like to make a few remal'ks 
about this accumulated surplus revenue 
balance, 

As I understand the position, at the 
beginning of 1950, this stood at $7,760,645, 
a sum of $3,312,000 had been earmarked 
for capital expenditure on the 10-year 
Development Plan, while a further $2,000, 
000 was t) be set aside as a reserve to 
meet the expenditure of a very special 
character on the rehabilitation of certain 
public works. A sum of $2,500,000 re­
mained, which was to pl1ovide working 
cap it-al 

AccJrding to the Financial Secretary 
and Treasurer, we would end the year 
1950 with an accumulated surplus rev­
enue 1balance of $4,234,312 which by a 
simple process of subtraction means, that 
in 1950 $3,526,332 has been appropriated 
from this source. It will be observed that 
there is a difference ,<Jf $15,050 between 
this figure and the one which I have 
mentioned up above and this is the sur­
plus of ordinary reve-nue ,'.Jver ordinary ex­
penditure for the year 1950. 

The Financial Secretary and Treas­
urer has taken $3,677,383 f�om the accu­
mulated surplus r·evenue balance and has 
added to it 1fae so-called surplus on the 
year's transactions, which is set down as 
$151,050. 

At this point there was loud taking 
among the spectators in the corridor 
outside the Chamber which made Mr 
SmeUie's voice inaudible. 

The PRESIDENT : I am sorry to in­
terrupt the h'.ln, Member. Will the people 
in 1he gallery please keep quiet, other­
wise I will ask you to go away. We 
cannot hear the speaker's inside the Coun­
cil. 

Mr. SMELLIE : It will be appreciated 
that the amount of $960,500 for fl,<Jod re­
lief and rehabilitation has not rbeen ab­
sorbed into ordinary expenditure but has 
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h�L�:1 1.·· to U:-;;.� �1--::.c-u,nulated surplus 
rr!\t 1.::1:uc bEdar1<:-e , S,·) fa \· 30 good1 or s.o far 

nri.n ,  \v:·1 :: c}v,,:v (:1' ·1.vay you like. t.o Jook 
at 

In rt:.:';pt'er tn  th(' :se{�ond itern of 
S 1 !fif:;2.iiH2 fur L>i:.•:v(:1op.rn.(-�:nt Pl,;in �:, t}rv:ice::; ,  
1 p :  e?tnT1e th�1t t:-1.L; fo:"rns p a.-r t  of the 
�;:;:: _? J 2/100; c, a 1_r1 �� rkr:d 5:rrr -c::q.'tlt.t�1 .r;xpr='ndj­
t. 1. rrc- fYn t h. (t i tJ--· :,/f::t.l.:t- Deve1op.r(H::-n t P.ld.n 1 

\?Vith 
to f(;:fcr tc, 

JI�:i nsa :rd �_ } [  
\vb ich I q�1:.:::stor;t::d the .;,.vL;-,J-Qn1 of tl. d.s 
a. ·! ; c1r,�tif,n  .:::f $:).:3 1 2:DUO fr ;.r11 the rtC:(·t:unu-

;, c�� r  l)evclorn:rie:n t .Pla:n . l dc•scrihi.:�d . .  i t .  jJ 
I :r+"r:nr--rn b-frr �·-ight}!:/, �!.S fob'blng thr: hen­
roo:�:t, -Lu.id l \Vt:nt (rt'i to sa.;y t.ha.t 1.ve (rught 
tu kf:e_t1 ;:_,01�'.'JJ:: tldDg ir:: rf'S(:rt/f• .for tbe r:1.iny 
(h1.V6. 1:rhuse \VnY·dt� ) oJ <.:C UJ.'�f;� v:rr:rt; a fig ,¥ 
1-1:r:c cd spt-:�ch. I ff�el rH)\V that J c-ugbt to 
t1 c,n• i,;c:pt rn:,, finf!,e'. c: ero;;;;ed wh,·n ,.,tter­
int t"he·m, for the· di;',1hstro us :r.:,t:irly d nys o-.f 
1)cce·r:nber� l P-±H, aud Januttr:�,. � 1 050 ha.·vin .D,, 
rcsulh_:'d i.c £1 rf:ductieu. {rj the Ht:Ctirrn1h1tcd
s 1.1t1Jl :J. 2. l't:'. \�t;1.1:.\ .;- - ·t.>:1! �1;\c,�;� of $900,500.

rr·:t-1-,�: th.i.rd .d t�iv 1)!'. eapital adjus tn1ents 
,1.,';L:t further dr.::pieted by Ltn runount o:

f 

:1; 1 102:J� �) �fO., tl1a t  b·i.)ff1�r J11S.()]vency. 
'There \V 'J-'� in. th.r;- first pl::1 -ce, a d-ep:feeia.tlon 
in thJ; rr:: af' k.Pt '!Jfdut .()f the iI\ \..-estm.ent� -.of 

F10�:;t ()fLt-c-e Sn -.:.dng:r� -13an1c I h ope 
th_;j t, vv·11 en rn :Jrket va1ues 
(;1 no-rr:c"i ::�te . .. that fht: accuniu.lat.ed SttrpJus  
tC'vt·:r1ut.' b::dz.u:f:c \.,;_f'iJJ ber1ef:i. t. �--o doabt 
f:(n-:; ot1 :c� fb . .c· in�.r1.:�s.t.rn.ents, fur -f:X�inlp]e. ls 
:1 1>''.:! r:er c•.cnL vv-a:r s tr,-e _k \t2,hic(1 if; redeen1"  

cnt t.  :rE th {� .. .t;.-S.1-L bo.lar:ce ari;: a dise:rt:!p·�­
H}l-t,\;,( in thr� Po::d (Jf:f

1{�e Savings Bank: ac­
(�o :.Lnt.s the: Jlre \('-f F··ettt'uci:x·y 7 

J �-�4·L 'v\i}1en its ,:,:•c 1:� i_;,·.� -�\ v;t:'T�;: destroyed 
;:;ind  the• � ' \1:.rr:ltt;- -of:f' of tl1e ba1anee of fh-e 
pu.t\: :1a s.(� price uJ the (?HJ;1ita1 assets ac �  

;;;t A t i{ i DH  ·>;�1 Field� 

If �t. i s. stiU .intcndt�d tp usl: 3 ·1.14. rnil­
ti · ,1·1 of the J\. .S.Tt b-a 1arcc� on the .10-year
[Jf: 1/r•J0p:tr:1ent !?l,:,u1, ilb:1ut hnlf that a1nount. 
r�: rr1 a in :? to t,e d.r-a v,r;,; . l3ut I �Hn seriously 

t.,; (i�JVf'.�rn::11ent that ther:e 
;:;bould -b1.;, r10 ft:.rthe!.' \.V ithdr;nva1 for th.is 
r,1..n·n<;s.e fr'orn the ./\,,S .I-t. ba.tan(:ie . 

I regard t:h e foHcr\ving as. one: -of thr: 
m ;st  si£nif1ce.l't �tate,nPnt:; .,.vikh the 
Fi.nanc ,ial  Sec,,r�,tary and 1T"rc-a:;u. t<":l' has 
rn ade i n  h..is .adr:lres�s� It i::� c,n p+tge 2. Ile 
said 

'\:Vh;;t 1s no,v very deas is th;; t  1hc 
(

1 .ha ractr.�:r i'J.f the 1'1an, as orignJ (i lb, eon­
c��'. iVed. 1rn.lst  of IH:'t.;essity· fie ra2iJea.Hv 
u l ;,c:·ed ;;u1d evc-n }ts dt�scr·ip�ion a::: :{ uf,� 
.'/t��:t,: 1)e·vcli'.':ip,rnent 'Pla.11 is nn:: u1 
\vith. th(1 ree:-11.isation o:f: the 

I n·1ys elf 1.,1.tonld. p.ceft�r to rt,gard the­
IQ . . >-,-,:.:·:,ar I)e \.re-loprrtent I-'lan .as a li. ItJ. Jed 
progra1nn)e  of capita} wo1-l.:� and proj ect ::; 
lc:idiug :o i:conr,mie �1dv anccmer1.t and 
hnpreverncnt of the social cond:itions r:, f 
tl1t� pt:i')plf:.1 frorn tvhich Jtt: tTts "".Vou1d °tH·.! 8C:1-
e<'t,,d from tinie to tin1t: in Stiltabh: pr<nr;­
ties as the nce(�ssary :!-unds,. tnate-:dals :J..nd 
tcd:r,ical di, ·•"C l ion bt:-,;mn e .,vaiiable. 

r hope th.ht tb.i� n:H:: in.ts that \\'e ur:e 
not g oing tr:r use <nn· r·cserve-s to finance 
de,;-'::iopn:1ents.  1 ho·pe a lso th-.at •v,te a:rr� 
r1(1t going -eruhark en d,,.--;·\:-eloprn·ent 
schcnH:s unl?s.s the cou:nt::1y can pay- for 
the recurrE:nt cost�� o:f tb,e::; e,  I 
fin aily tftat aU VliH turn out \i\teH v .. dth. th(: 
p,.,�;nrrnika and 'Torani scheme�;. f 

I think that the Financial .S-{�c.retar)· 
and �rreasure.r h.£;.s d o 11 e  a good � .. er\rie,z to 
the -con1rn u1) ity in c:n1phasi::rit1 g  on th:.e 
t"i·:··:;; t page of this statexnent the y .►int 
n1ad-E: b.v the FJctC"h�'.�r Cost crf .Living A.d -­
vi�:H.>f'y· c. o.nun.i ttee� that nf the rise of 14 
p )ints in <..:o:;t -of !.ivi_ng· ind.ex ·•,.\.�h·i(:h 
l ook plac(, between O,·tobe:-, .l 94!1 a :vl 
Odober 1 950, <•nly 4.i pomts an• dt..�' ; , :,
th�� .incre ased prict.:-?S of ixnp<}l't(•d ite·rn:::: . .
Ii-e \vc:nt -on to t;-a.y· that the rl''.tnz-dn i.ng D .H
points ar& du<-:- to !,hE� r ise  in th{; priees of
local pr�·>duc.ts

Ttn·n 1ng nov;r to the B u.d;!t:Zt f(ir 1951. 1 

if t.he for'ecn.s.ts of thE· Fitrnndal Se,'retary 
a n d 1'-teasurex 1Arork ,J'·;at a.cc·ol"dln� tr) bis 
estirnates� 2.nd if his proposal�; fi.;e fr·esb 
tax.ation rc:alise the 1 1,f: rniJlion do i'lar.s
"\ithieh he anti.c.ipaJes i \Ve shall end the 
year ,-.,;v-5 th a s.1.n·,·pltt� r:;f rev-·en1:.f� n-t,.-er' c,;x.• 
p.-nditt1re of $307,052. But he, will, I 
think, be the f'Lrst to ;idtnit thnt s t1clJ a 
result is highly pro·b1erna.tical. f1e ht�_s 
as �:ur-ed that the recornn1{!ndatl(-rns con­
t:.:dned in  the rnaj:1rity 1•{�JY.-..rt of tht' 

. " 



and I 
r.Hrt th.ese 

the com.ideration of the Coun-

The first the. 

it;::. The inc,1.:ease in the 

coincides 



1,8H9 l3iidyet 4 JA:,__�·u AHY� 1H5l. Debmc:. LJ9U 
' •. i.S. -and 

ncc(:�J:::�a.ty fer th,;,.� y12<:tt \::./l: have .�u.st. �?n 
t.:-:rcd is �J g·r-coJ.i::}t. r::cc,c':.eri-.rU-::n nf {)Llr 

si!rv·it,�;::�:. 1t st�cn _;; to 'tri.c Sir� trorn tht 
h(>:n. tl'·;e F,i'.n;:::n(�ia.l S\;\;rf;ta.r:-:,:··;� cun1Tnent 
on the 'fen "i'�f','.I-" 1)cv(�li:r:prnent f:1.au that: 
th.i�. :f"?tan ·.;r<�tns l:.f l;i8 little n1·)r{.i th;1ri 
rnere e�/e•--,.:,..:a::;.b_ tie liar. -utc:d \tr:ry 
� -ind p;.tr.liLnierrlr:.r:�: :t\} J;;-_;st:ri'bL;-1g: 
thi.s PJan dt!d ht:s :�,Ldd tt'1at the 11\�T,_-My·car
lJe\tfJc,(,-;cnent _·pj;Jn 
t.l�P t.r::1Jitk:s of t ·1r· 
tltat thol,e \.�.:\rrdz .. � ean 

nt!t j-n kt'.t:?pin .. !b ,v!th
,;.:;.i.t1.trrtior�. I think

on1;/ br: :tnterp:r-E:ted 
in the \\.ra;t I 
theTe se€!JY1s t) 
i.;:nP!.t-r.cu?n t.it:g 
frcrn )'�vhat 'r1c 

b;: l(ttl:: pY<.,.1�)"ess n1-£1de ·in 
this PJ;-:i.r;,, u nd it ;-�ccrn:� 
1:1as sc.1id. :·-ts. I h-a"-.:rc said 

hei'e, that \:v:; cu . .r; (lXPF.'\_·:t ·�,;er:y little hn-­
ple112t:x1tatinn nf th.is J)L::tn.. i think .it is ti 
n�1:r1 to :raise hop!:�;:i of people i.n 
this S\tD.':i a.nd tht!:(t t·: hiive their hupe:-:-: 
da;;'.hed t-··: the grc:11ncL I t}yink� Sic thi:d 
vvh.er1 ".v.:..-: bear in ·1T1ind that t.11t�r2 }ia·s 
!.)()en a stQad;.:- increas0 i:n our populatlo.r . 
,v� Sf:.;8 Lv:.,• net� .. j for hrnne{HatE: d��vc1op•­
n1(•;1t oi'. r,yu r, :1:�fri 1��uHur.:d. and in(iuBtr·iul 
rc:;cc:.c,:t•c.. H dw 1·cs(dt 

f n.D T. foe 
}(i-..;r,,.·r-:t{:.:d, no if it L�-; tr'trc f.dso that th2 
birth r;:ite L;� in(·re�1sin;r, then. I think V·l(; 
"vi!J be fuc,:d \V ith �;. veI·y f)at1ou::, ·si lU.Htion 
·he_i\; .tn .f:triLf,h c;1_.1!.an;) unless '\V0: c.an .tind 
averttH.::,s or �;rnpli'.\'fln;:?nt 1'ot· O"l'P.' i :r1.c;-n-

'f'ht o:rdv V</1:ty tlHd' 1 :.ur u.nern-
1,hy!r:.:>r.t ,·;·,,, tJ,• .. --�,li,·ved ,)�(,-.:i.I_r,,il',\1;, :.c�'.��:�'·"l' ar{!_ c:f Jlvin/� u.f ni:a· .,_ . _ -·�- • �'.� ... \-. 
i,;.; to f.u1ve an ,1cceleration of ou.r drainc:�g-:.:; 
i:\i t��:'..:'.;1�,�

l(

:�.;}f{���\:������
(

: �;
l 

t�;;:;;
t 

,;���� 
·'.i•:H1- tlr· re1h::\rt?d and th.e 

st:trniai�d nf livtr.g (';f orrr ptznple '!;.viH also 
b-e ra.H{ed.

Vlt �A-'F:rn t ·, heHr· ve-r·y .Ui:t1e tc_.;la:v 
�lbuut 2:,(•cundJ.r�y HH.1usttic:s, A fL:s,v :ver;rr;; 

1J. n<:�-� to ·t i1i.:: 
nuti1ing 

hnp!·:: tho.t v,:,e \;i.ri1l °i,:-f' 
('.l1Gtlf°;11 s ec-<,od.at·y .111.-
. lttJ·r,. btli; tcd.j�/ n_]rnt.ist 

!1�?:·trd r?f (\!.lJ.' :.���C'/ndar,·>r in .. , 
r.1u.:7Jri� 1s. \"lhHe \Ve pt-1n (�<�f.>l1orrL�-c Ut:1

• 

vc:J.cprr'..f't-;t, \�//.tile \Yf.:'' tJ]2.�-r1 f'Xpt.:•1:tditt:Tt:. I 
tl·tl� ;::c1.l'.Yl(' ti11l("J -..ve ·haV(:' ti; c1.1l1-

rr; ,, T . t,\1,,-, 
H.t:ln----•�-t:bJ: quf''.,�tion r�f our roads. 

tnlren in 
onl.Y l'rne 

Stl often 

:�tre·ch fo:.- (d.;uut Jour (H' Jh.re n.i.ilt"::�> 
good reel l,;.rt,:,�k stu·fact� and th<:.-.t·:: 

to. fivr: v-.:ccks h.-d�c.r >..'•.re, fi.n.d ·r.."h.(1.t 
,.,•f;J'Y .:.-;LTtcb· has dt:lerl.ordt:,::.d. ·i.nt;:_:; puc: ., 

s �-.Jnd channels. Ji "..Ve zpen(1 rno.n.c;v 
on 'Jth.er ir.r�rns :n lh1� ;>a.rnc VlHY 

'.�•:..·<·n ;,;l.:-:-2.rl,;: \'s..d:(y wt., \.Vill .at•N,r1.v�­
;:Lnce: 1 � \_-:: tirr1c that \Vt� g£?t Ru:-nI Ex­

ptrt,•;, i knD.'V{ thf•rf-: arc �=tud•�•"!Jt;\ in E:ng·., 
Lu::d \\.'ho .ilhVe bt�cn sent there b:Y ")lJY 
f'utJic \\r.:.!:i_�:�:.::;. Departrne.nt� b�J.t I d.o nc•t 
E-j:Jk_ .:-;ny Lhe1n .is studying· the co.n­
;�tr uctio�t (_r-f l'oads v,:J1ieh, I think., is su 
:,,:,_ ,:,,ary f,,:· t:1:s {:n1eny. I do n·,t p1:c>·-
1"rx;<:, Sir, to t:e unduiy long. rn)J do I pro•
post, to touch or1 each an.d. evei·y itf:-1--ri o} 
t..'.'-i..r J.?:udgt::t St.f(tcrner1t.

(}n:. the qtv.)stio:n o:f Social Serv.icc-;; l 
".'\-' (.' ;.d.d. 1 i k·:: t bl'ing to ,;:·our attenthn1 the 
h,_·.u:;in.g si.ti:.ation of this Colon:,..-. .Peop1e 

today are still li'ving in squ�:11.ot f•Jt· tJ1e 
1:r1u.::t })fi.rt; P-'�trf:icul::1r1:? in rn·y cons·tituency� 
Scutb Gc-o:.--g,etrn .. vn_, tb_ct<-::: is a �t'f�:c,t deal 

I thi.n.k, Your :B�x.c.£.�.1-
rn�:: C.ff ::1p;�.1:tJnt�nt:\. �;�;. they ar(� 

at('·a, -CH1c{ I ft&Y1 r:ure );' ou1' 
tnn'-:-t hav:: ·been struck .. b_y· the 

_!r�dif·i1 . .}r•:� oi 
,i..-h:ich cx!q, tht1.1"f. 

-tff1d .sq dal ·-:-i1-
f.u:(rv, · there js a. 

�K;celcra1:t:d ,·:t great de-al if \:./t0 are 
Lo f'(vc reli.t.J: to a �? ... t.bstanHi'.1.l part of th.ttt 
cornxru..rnits� v1.rithi.n a reo.i� ·:'!n . .:.1ble p(.:riod� 
H+>'.;CT1t.lv·J Sil\ '17'/t.: have h�d .a (.�o:;111nith::i: 
1.v"J";!t:l1 hd::, f/'/!1t; .into the: que�::tio.n c�f t;lye 
e·C3t ef 1iv.i.!:l_g, I :fcfer to tlh} 1rlet��her 
(:{.�rnrnitt-e!�:- One th[ng_ rr�rna.in.s. cr:rta.h1 
Lrcrn that Corn1n.ittee';3 Report irnd tb,�it iJ. 
fh.e stanclax.:i of ccnt:inue�; -t'l, 1"i-s-e-4 
If' tha1 h:mp,.cn.0• vre h:i.vr, to ,,(],:pt ene or 

to i.n­
c:··(�a�,:c the \V::tf..{t-.::-catf:s .not t)rd,;/ in. the (}�)·v­
(-:r.nrnen.t S(-..i-vict:s "b,tt rnakt� pro,rislor1 :i:0 1•• 

;_;d,,::{Jt1.ate: .rrtinirn�1rn \·-.rn.f{f'.S in tltts <:('.:iu.ntrv • 
or \i;/c sh.1.:d} have· t·.1 ::;ter, t<P foofl pro{h}c•., 
lion_ nn.d oi.he:r ln this (�t)u.ntr:/ 
in t•ri:".:lr:r ti'.) Jo,.Nf:�r tht� high cost uC h\Yir:f:, 

deosir::ibl,c. i;, to :.:-n,hi\/n the eff('r'l nt: the 
rise in the cm,t 0f living by Suosidizatior 
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But it is clear to me that people today are 
oecoming so frustrated that one of these 
measures must be adopted to meet the 
immediate situathn. I think that in the 
first place there should be a minimum 
wage, as has been suggested by the hon. 
Membel' for Georgetown North (Dr. 
Nicholson) and the hon. Member for 
Central Demerara (Dr. Jagan) that in 
view of the high cost of living there 
should be a minimum wage of $2.00 a 
day. I think, Sir, that Government 
should give serious consideration · to 
these pr:oposals. We may find that if we 
do this only, that is to establish a mini­
mum wage and do not pay attention to 
production, even the $2.00 a day ·would 
not be adequate to meet the needs of the 
workingman. So in addition to a mini­
mum wage, I think, steps should be taken 
also to le wer fihe cost of living. R-efer­
ence has been made by the hon. the 
Fifth No i inated Member (Mr. Smellie) 
to the R, port of the Fletcher Committee 
and to ·.t1e statement that so far as the 
increase of local products is concerned 
it was up something like 9 points. I think 
certainly that is the situation whch this 
Government has to give attention to, 
because there is no point in giving with 
one hand and taking away with the other. 
I think if it is necessary we should have 
another Grow More Food Campaign in 
1his country. 

On the question of the tixation 
prnposals, I was somewhat amazed to sec 
that there is to be a tax on aerated and 
artificial mineral water and an additional 
tax on rum and no corresponding tax on 
whisky or gin. It might be argued that 
for every bottle of whisky sold in this 
country we possibly sell 500 b')ttles of rum. 
But why should not a tax of $1.00 a bottle 
be imposed en whisky or gin, -0-r any of the 
drinks which are consumed by the higher 
income groups, and why these tax pro­
posals should be directed mainly to the 
lower income group? I feel, Sir, that the 
only way I can support the proposed 
duty on rum and on aerated and artifi­
cial mineral water is if a corresponcling 
lax is imposed on those other more re­
fined beverages which I mentioned. 
While I congratulate the hon. the Finan­
cial Secretary for his tax proposal with 
regard to the bauxite industry, I can only 

say that this tax has come much too late. 
I feel this tax ought to hav•e been imposed 
some time before. I myself made refer­
ence on three occasions to the fact that 
owing to the devaluation of the Sterling 
this Company had without introducing 
any fresh capital or exerting any extra 
energy on their part succeeded in making 
substantial profits merely as a result of 
Devaluation. 

I am happy to see an increase m 
taxation on companies. It is something 
that a minority of Members of this 
Council had been advocating in this 
Council. I am not quite sure, however, 
about the tax with regard to the Life 
Insurance Companies, because most of 
the companies in British Guiana are mutu­
al companies, and while we know there 
are a few persons who have large in­
surances, I think, about 50 per cont. of 
the insurance policies issued consist of 
insurances around $500 to $1,000, which 
suggest that the low income group will 
suffer as the result of this taxation. I 
would have thought that an increase 
possibly of only 100 per cent., that is from 
5 to 10 per cent., would have met the 
position rather than this increase to 15 
per cent. The hon. th:; Fifth Nominated 
Member in speaking on the taxation pro­
posals with regard to the Bauxite Com­
pany suggested that the Industries Aid 
Bill may provide some measure of relief 
io that Company. I would like to 
hear the hon. the Financial Secretary 
,)n that. becaus� I have been under the 
impression all along that this Industries 
Aid Bill will not apply to established 
companies and undertakings such as 
Bauxite, although the object of the In­
dustries Aid Bill is to encourage -
which is a good thing - capital to this 
country, because if the Government can­
not provide the capital it is necessary for 
us to attract capital to British Guiana . 
But if this Indusries Aid Bill is going to 
be used to assist well-establshed under­
taking: like the Bauxite Company, I 
lhmk it would be bcUer if we did not 
have it at all. Sir, that is all I propose 
to sa� with regard to this Budget. When 
the_ t1me comes to deal with the Bills
which a�e before this Council with regard 
to the items of taxation I mentioned I 
will be able to give mv point of view �n 
them 



ivfr. ivlCiF.RJSH� 'The h,Jn. U1;c 'FTtH1n --• t:i.Llt rnrH.:h.i.nf:ry, I do n(it like, the ta:x,
ci::1.l St)Ct't.-'.LYrV r-:L.d rrr0J:,�t�re1· ·h.:_�!3 already b;_:J I a.en sugge·�ting ;1 rne;::.r�'.'.:, ·•,.:vh£ri7l\Y'.1
bc:en co?Tt.pli.!n,;:)flt\:d u.�ld ct)rr:tnist:ratf:d
\,\'.i.lb. Ht"ttl I (.ln 11ot tbin.k I nt:ed tc; ov.:T
tJ1.;Jt p(.trt •)J :t :J.g:J.:.JJ. Ii"-urtl1cr·ff1()T(: nit-�
}3utJg:'.•: t Stnteruent ;JJ).£.H?(u··:i: tq rne tc, h:::n.'t.:: \\Tl.th r(d�tr::::11cc to the· run.1, duty, Uj\f
t;ecn c1f'Hlt \\tit!h v<�rv ('Xhau:.:;Uvely in�� the utf'.'t?.i spca'l-:-:::fs _p:.r-e.vi.-.hL.� 1.t:, I
d.e�•.J:i i.".t�,· the h(,n, L.h:_J .'FiJ-i11 t·lrnni.r1;;d,ed tuc, \.Vd.s sc::-tn�_•\.&,:-h;�;,;,: th�H suchl\.·1e}t1btr ( 'iVlr. S-rt}t?l Lie _i, Theit,f<)rr: I do tJ:dr .. g:-; ;-,i.s c1gar ::::ttc�::; ::1ncl tub::er:o� a1 thougl'!

1 arn a, ht,:r1vy sn1oke.r .rnybt:lf. \Vt:re no;
(�c,uncn rrio��c than t �i- .rn.:Jlte :3(H'r!f; brir:f included
c,bscrv.;i' !oni on thr· taxation _prc,po�-:,aL,.
Lf 1 rric:r_:,:·1 l vviU t.:.:�kc tl1e_ft'} in tb.z::: crdc.r
?.s printed nnd rndke st1;nt-: br-Jef �·;Grn­
n-;:::nts on lT)()st of: then1. Irt the Jir:·:�t p.1nc(�
�.rnd H:.=� I :un h1.t:lrn(;:dt.0J;/ t..•(fn.r1ectcd .. ,,:;.tith
the sugar indu::,tr:,r, although. I rnn. afr2:id
I have t(, accept it �is int�v5ttd.:i1e. it :is
n('.v,.:rih:.�Jc;t•; 
r11ent find,s l.t-

that c;o-vcrn-

th0 V\:11n c:ornrniss.ion teconJn1c·ndati.ons.
tT'ht· c,J t:h.osc recorn�
!Ti:en{:\aUcri;�: .iuch.:tdiri.:?; not onl_y l\!o·. 39 .rne-ri�
t.i.(J·t1ed the hon. tl:,.e Fina:nr�.i.:-:::,.1 Secr•i::;ta.r :v
bui. alscJ Nu 4.1, and this ft1.rthe.r coupl(�d
""�ith. tht• re1\ts?.j of lfis (}.ov•­
r0rn1r1;:;nt tu 'ir:11.plcrn.0:nt tJ1-.:. r-::i._'.;)rnrY1cnda�,
ticn.1 t.o assi:.�t (he i·n.dus.ti:y in this c.:.01011y

bUiti?s. �,r·tu.:{t:U:r dr:prJ,_:e:,>; the indnstr>
and ;·._j] th:,.�-�c· E::.ng1�tged_ in it of ;\'.(Hn.ct.hi.ttg
Lik-�-' \�1. 1 :3 rnillio-n.. In th.:;:, s,::�n."Jr: tn·(•al.h
:�d.rr;.c,st fhr: iJlt_h.l:.;try 1s (�xpect(�d to irnr)h::­
rncrd. }ts p:_.trl of the 1)'"cnn_ (\)nHT1i:.�,;;iiun
ftf:pott. 1,\'hi.cl-1 it :i::; trying to dr, fr1. S(J
�•s ·,t r.:n�n1c!td.1y able

shoufr.J. 11.ot }ut;;;·e· been tfl.:-c:-:d. L.ik.P t.iH:'
hon tbc1 .F1fih 1�·ori':d.nat.ed l\1e1nhr::2.· I to{)
'.VHS ar)p1:n;;:,chc·rl in Cf3nn,:£Uon. ,,../ith. th(:
�-2.x on aera.t0::d. ::.aid rr;.in�:-:rdl \.vatc.r: btn.rs:.-­
j_i e: (1nd the ·.L:i.:t\.:- Insuro..ncc c:on::tpRniJ:!3 /\_s
a ,:e�ult of \Vhdt T l:i.,.ivc: leatI1t Ci.t1d t�.s the
d1:��b1: rlt: proc2cd�� I \:viH hzive t.o n:x::d-:.c ur;
rny tr?l:nd .9,:;;. tr., \'./h::tl att�hT(le J snc•\.utt

A.s 1 u ntic ... ;r��ta.nd the pusl tiun� t.hc•
ba!D-:itc in1:.'l\1str_y :fir:si, o:f a.H c·:.·xpc,rt--- cl.('\/
haux i.tt· c,rt'� �r.h.;Jt. i�; th::� ().rf; J� n\ .ned,
-.vhi.ch i::.� at present laxed ?0 Cf•nt:!t per·
t.011. That t8x !_ii tn hf· incre:Jst:�d t() 4fi
cent�::. rfhE:t b::\t.?.\�itP <Jt,e eo:ntain�: son1r·) 14:
per cent of Vluter and is .at pr_'(:)S-�·1n t
dr.i.c•d (,ff in kU.n·:,. Rnd sh..lpp1,:•d [1v-ni.y, Tl"'!(:· 
Co.rnpan;l 0:t i�!acken:de als;_:.1 has rn::Xd{:'.
I b(�lJ0.,ve. n cc•:.tain arn,:n.tn't.' cf \\:hut i:.;
df•>:'.Cl:i1:.:K,d a:,: c:.1.k·in.ed. ort�: and rny in·-­
Jorrn.:1tion is tlu-1t th}3 calc.lneci cn:e it: rnL1-,
t\·:r.ial \vhieh :": ('.U.Ct:n<:·cted };J r!n \\ .. C-t�:-: ,.:vi.tJ1.
tl'�e .rn_;:._n ut�:tttt�tT of tdurninurr:_� but it is H

'rh1? nPx.!, itern {;r:-� tr-.v� ta:x:at.ion pnJ- slvr: in n1t:1{.ing grl.r1.ti:Lng stiJne(; und th.ing-stT'l+'"Jl-·- 'i�-· .,.t•1':6 .Aerr'l·�ed and i\rtj·fi(·ia} :rvtin-x cf th,s'",, scr·t, :Fu.rthex- the (�'J1":tlP8.ny· ha:�
Z"'' .. ,.}{. s:::: •.• , ,·> .. ·- �� . . ~1 7··,,r·,·,·11,·1·,,.· �;_. �ill -.��--.·,·.-•p - .. er,�1 \Nater Tox Ihlt �,. . - - . -- ,:! -· :-- . - dech:rt:,rl i.ts intr::1ntion tc- ;;;pend son1e: S2
I I! kc• i" J do ncd; ih.ln.k I de,. 1 .,,rondcr rn.i1E-on on th.:: I:nstaH.c.tion of n. .fn:rfth.f}l.'
b.c,-:;,_· (}o\.1 J.:'t'r.t.!l:<�nt ! fir:--;t of aJ.1. i;-; g►).:ng plant ·:Nbit::":h •Njll ptodUCD· ancJtber pro-·

t.h.;u:·;_ :�tJ.11·1.J:� -h,':If d.:,z<-;_n J.:t.tfe firrn:,:;.,
· · , \''"' Lir;:,,, n:rniber 0£ sm;,il
"·

0 

,) ot-"��,��,J'Hte::·l n,nd n1in.Cl'(t..I ,,vat.01: 

ln th.:-; C\1}c,n):, tnd l brn ::ifrald, . it \:.\rill
c 1.):::·.i. n1c1rc l'f\f.Y�l('.). tc; t?c11ect it frorr: tht:<1n
than th:-, rr:,VC.i'i.nt· v.,.,i,1;-ch \Vdl ;:�cCi'Uc tfon;

cbct which is termed e.t thi;; ;;lei£;<'
'\l�::·ad bu.rnt" �)re. �f.h!s de.::,d hl,.:ixnt ,Jre.

;:ilso a finished c-irLcL
\V�n.it-h L, t::.:;�_::f1 i.n r:n:.Jtin.e

:.he- t•:tx. l \...-·or1- v.:hf•t)·:i:\'r (Jovc·r11n·,_c;ht tn\.i .high tv�Y.�fH:t:�tu.rt� t.ir,,;,:_'br.ie.kiL1; ;:,.)i·_� t<:Zi\L'J::d tL,. 1 i·• \f:�d�;jr,t: rif aC:t\.itt:d 1 �JJ:'ll (dso, inf.Jr:11,:.'d :J1i.n the· :Y:dinDJ'Y
\\'atcr thE�'c ts one e::�scrru:u ingred}f,nt dcicd ot<:: .. az -expnttetl in hulJ.{, enb.��r;;; the"\4/ithi:.n:1t 1._,;f!'ich .ii- c::.1.tln.ot be· ·tn:::.d .i;� T..T.S.i\. ?inc1 (_\:fft.ud::, as: r·::t\.,.!" re.f:itc:c,i .;;_,J,
c:.-trbr:xn dln:x.i-�1.e gu:;. It \vuuld ha\r,� been v?.b.erens this c;-)ltint'. Dre for r11akJng
t:-9 .. t<}er ., if t.:hl·:; tax rnust be 'i'.tnp1.)�ed1 to <.;,bT.ns\vf•.:.; Etn6 thr� 1l:•r1_d burnt c•re ':.e-.t.hich.
tc;.x. f't.�rbo:n dioxide gas rathtT thon to s::;t '\\:rill b�romc, H source of rnat(:riol for n1nl-:::­
?).p �'.'hz•.t 2.cc::ns to be an c-xtrE:n1eJy diff.i- ing refract.o:dt��; are teg�:trdf�d in the:
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U.S.A. and C:iuad,l as  finished artides 
nncl ,n·c tF;qu\rcd to p,1y an  imp!)rt deity. 

I am sugg�s11nr, that Govnnm,w� 
�,hould look very ,:ardully into t.h" mat­
ter. in eas,) the Company b,;: frigME·ned 
off fr,)'11 lu,;�ailing the plani for prodU<> 
lng these Jin.ishcd a.rticlcs. It i::; stttied i.n 
the taxation. pt·oposals that the increase 
ifl ih•�� t.;;tX· on d.i:'J�.;1,i Ol'l\ ·and th.i3 riev-l tax 
l!l"l the tw : calcirwd produds i;; justifi-ed 
by D<•v;1luation, l.mt I �mggest it s:hot1Jd be 
r'z,mcrnbeJ·(•d that. tbo!,gh th,:: pound 
( ,,.i,e•riing}  is novl now, we hopf• it will gn 
up :igain. Thel'efon:• i ;  is fair to i,&.y tlli:: 
b,:,,;uw;e :.terling is low the t.ux is j u.sti• 
1icd '; Should ther-e not be a eJause 10  
�-• a:;r i t  vvfli be rf.�C{>rtside:red i f  sterling � s  
v:.,lucd upward '? There i s  anothE'r point 
v.-hich :0trikes me on this b:mxite ta:x,,­
ti,m pr0p1:i,;al. If rny infonrn:ition i.::; eor­
l'N'.t. the Parent Company after Devaltw" 
tl;;n continued to pay the foeal C(1mpany 
tht: sarnt_:.; a rnou.n.t pr·r ton Jn c..;,.1na/iit1n 
dQJlaYs i t•-.thich rneaut a. lntger atnouut 
PP!' i on in B.G. doJl&rs than before DP.­
valur,tion. In 01:her words, it they paid 
$1 ,ilH0 BG. dollars before Devaluation 
tn�,y ixdd $1,000 Can:1di:m do.lL::rs after 
D,:·valuaticn, resulting in inerna."ed pro­
fi1s to !!1e local . Company and greate1·
Ineoine -·1 .ax accruing_ to t1ovet"nrr1t;nt_ 

I-Ias C}overnn1ent considered. ih.{' nos�,. 
s ibility of th(; Parent Company ,,."aJ:ing, 
1llc \-vill in futtn:e only pay the s arne. 
amount io the local Company in B.G. dol� 
J:Jrs as they paid before Devaluation � T 
1: m onl:v su�/g;;;sting that if thE' parent 
Ccmr,rmy took · it into their head; that 
t2xation in British Guiana is too high, anct 
tha1 they wou1d continm, to p;;1y in C;:inu­
dian dolla!.':: (which, convert.'"d into Brit­
ish G11iana dollarg would be rcxactly th(• 
sarrw as we receiv:sd in the Colony prim· 
t(l devaluHtion.) the immedia te re.�ult 
wuuld be a very q,tick and l arge drop in 
the C(1mpan:y-',:  profits, •.vlth a correspond­
ing iat;rn dron in income tux thc(t would 
!lC'C'!'lle to thig Gcnternrrie:nt .  

ThcTe are other items 1.-vith ,vhieh ! 
can d>;>al rnor,� quickly. The increased 
postal char-gc-s and tdecommunk-ations 
.at1(l tel�Phone _ _ x'iites rna:y be reg:rettahle.
Unh,:tunately I live on th,, East B,1111': and 
havv r; l rnost da ily comrntmkat.k,n with 

the We:,1t Bzmk by tdl:',phone. I am no 
r�laiion of Jnb but I i;mnetimes wish I 
W'ef;:;; ,  

·with regard t,) foe propm,<:'d incti:•f•i-e
il1 llw fees ,i t (lw,,,n'1; Coll�gc ,mcl the 
Bishops· Hiffh Schonl 1 teel Hmi �he rr:­
vc:nu0 which wiH m.'crue "" a resu1t of the 
Jr1c.rea�:,e �  thocgh srnall: wHl n1_e:,u a con­
sidc·rablc :;urn to a hu·_ge nun:1her of peop).(:. 
in the lt,wf'I in<·ome- grnup. I kn,Jw of 
11urr1r-rous i..nstancr·s l:n \""thic-h J:,eo_pi.e do 

rr1ak. e gre.3t. sactlfiees i:n order t.f) 
'.;1.'rui thdr children tr, those school:,. 

.1\.s regards the tax on life a sstrra!1.Cf• 
cnn1pa11i.Ps I do n.ot hno '1_:\t ·very n:uch. 
about the subj Qt.>t, but life assurance is 
Cl:rtainl.y a means of •mcouraglng thdf,, 
:rn.d 1'nY pror,osal to inc,·Pasc tlw tax rm 
lifr. ac'suranc,, c:ompanies shoul:l b:.: scru-
1:ini::ed very ca:refully. 

Vli1ilc on th'1 ;.ubjcct of income i;,x I
"t.\!(YUld like to stres-s the .net?t���dty fc,r rnp·, ..
ing in the 'Fery Jarge rnrrn.beI· of per;;;ons 
\\-' ho, I a -rn co11vi:ne0tJ. ,vi11 neveT pu ,y ii1 -
eo1ne tax ·until they are ac·h.1alt::r (iSsessed. 
1 \�lo tdd \Villi:1.f;ly suppnrt any pr\,po�:.,.,iJ 
for· stn·11gtbcning th<' ::;tafl' uf th;; IncmnP 
Tt,x Department by one or iw,1 vt·r�T 
highly paid persons ·\i.:i-hofc rnain j ob 
would he fo follow that throu,gn. I d(> 
not think thr,re j'3 :�n.y quesi:i�n that a 
grt..,.;:it n1any peo,r:,fr., in the C!�Jlony v.�.ho, 
should be paying incorne tt1x arf ·not do.ing 
so. 

Thr> ptoposed incrN,s0� in the nd 
and r,,teamet charges are also · unfortunate 
and,  I believe, inevitabie. Whilst on th;:;t. 
subj {�•ct I ",Houle! Uk.t: to re-fet partic1d.:tvI_,/ 
to the fet.ty ser,rice v/hich I ha,.:-F: to use­
very uftf,n. It c:ert;iinly W8t1b r,h,ckhH\ 
up Schedules are rardy ;,.hderc:.l to. nn,:! 
I f30J.T1.ctines rr1arvel hov.r pc-op-J c� are not_ 
pushed overboard by overx:rowding. I 
have se'�::-n people seram'.hling and try.ing 
tn put their bicych�!< on the :,team<.'.r whtlst 
it wa:� already on t:te m we, and it is ju::-t 
tJ1e mer<:y- of P::ovidc:nce Uuit th�!re ha:t not 
bee-�1 !:-;t�r1.ott� loss of life. 

Gr:ner«lly, tile po-:;it.ion again :·:ppears 
to be that 1951 !:·-; going to l;.._'.) a Vety dif­
ficult year indN'd.  I an, speak\ng now 
with my tn.ind rel ated to tl1t> fact that  l 
.m1 Ch;iirman r,f t'wn irnp!,rtant Boartl.!l 
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rnc-�·H::-.�,r, I r·-;-._ft;:r to f'._,.-�· S:2.�1 I)efencf_ Board 
�.inx:� ttH.:i l)r'd�J'lJ::1.�;t-, Jfl(l Irtigati-on I�oHtd. 
l �{rF.:\v U:�d Goi..·T·rnn1cnt .has l)e-:�n
face(l V•/ ith v2ry grer,t diffi.ctdty in
i;1'-Lt.-inr{ CX,p(_;.rie:f.lCCl.\ :u.:d .. ::-:1d-::1quate gtarL
;n1d. "tb:at chtt·_in.g thri pa:-:t y(�irt h. has be("l"t
t:.·_:(,:n:itnnJc•d on u·,o -IY.\_;:ir.y oec:.ls-io11;:; \v·tth
;;;_ore,/• ff1·•:.':lbl(�rr, \\,'l":.i(· .. h. i.tr�,-i:)1Vft1 a t/i.'(1.::-1.t

;·eu Hy ;;01T1pi::':tt!ni staff, 
c: ,; il 

�::.n.gin/::.::'t,,< (;.:ce but I \\/Ould 
::: ;_f t::·•s� ft;�"- t r:\'CTY �:tfort sh•Yuld b{-" rnacL::'­
to <·L1.·enghtc•n lJL� .st:.1-�f3 t:Yf thcti::'.e l)epart-� 

J rerncrnt')(�r that at the tirn(: v.rrlen 
;�:,jlar)t.:'.--; (�f e:iv'i.1 �'.t:t'-.:/ants V•/ere being !"E:�-­
vi::.cd tt ·\v�:'f2 Uf!i'.<:,,,,,a by certain l\'lrn1•-

c.i v.1.1 st::c:.tu.n.tf: \\-'()T°k.t•d :t:1 � h.01.U'E per 
-.,vc:(·k. I ::n:_gjJt;;1;3t tha.t th.at is t)n.e- i.va;/ in 
V/hich t•coru .. nn)t Ynr;,y be i.::fft,ctect if thos:t: 
oer-�:c1ns y,":.-Jto ar'e Sf:
·h:--_,_,,..-e tr, tV} .c_1_ lit-U;:� .nH\f·e 

!/Ir. FEFlREJ}tll: (t \VCS obv'iou.s to 
n---lO�:d;. ot ut� d.;)I-i.ng tb(" ct.ni;:;i.de:rai.ion (,f the 
H\30 Ji!. __ :;i:.l.n1Eit.<:-.s 4 . .J-1Bt t:u.:. a res.ult r;f the 

dh��'-:-::tc1_ .. �:; \V'l1ich .. bad cost us n10.re than \Ve 
hntl ;:,nti.c;_patt�d� t't1e year 1951 v.;,.-:-n.,ld 
find u.s rccn:dri:1g n Tot n1nre H1()ney to 
finru\ce ;..:,u:· S'.cber:n.cs ,:u1d. to on brd-
;_-t:J!_::in,g. •Jttr budgf·t. lt 
to c•H.h-vr t.h_�rt �Nt.� 

v,.t,J s. nnt surp.tishig 
htid to fsicc ne·v,,r 

ta .. ·.,(�tLo.n or uddihtH1aJ t:-1:-;c1tion; bttt 1no8-t 
of tiS !ooX'Ed 'f'.erward -i;:;:txat.io:n t:hat 
\V(H,tld b�:; Jctir nn<l equally (fistr.ib11ted. 1f�J 
rn :.st us. th-:-; tt)xation ·pr-opos-Stls. arc not 
ju$! ::1.nd :t\•:dr, ari.d r.,_;-}}Fi::\ it. if� not 111:,, ... de·� 
::: .!re ai thi::� n1c,r:rient !() go i .nto (tetans I 
\,\ciH ?-r.<v� that I an'! oppose{J to certain ·)f 
ihe prcpo-sals- !;�1 w1:1eh. I v-,rU speak full:y­
on sr:i . .c�o-n{! rc�:1cHn.g ·:,-f the 'B.i.lls to bt;� 
t}tO:t1g.l1t for-..:A:-;,::t:rcL tn t.1rtl'i::,-;;. (:t" stress. an.ct
t_j·cubi.e 1.H1e '.?huuld . .n·)t h).i:-:(� ont./s head a nd
prrn-ic, but rtrther ttu::-in i::1:it.·b -ou.r activities, 
no\,\" thf; tbx:i'c. \Vhcn \\.,·c s-b.ould endea­
\/OT.rr te. df.:·vel·�r�· qu:r rPsnurces and carr:v­
(,ut ou1· scbetn�s, liet UE not tc11k of 

lay r,;n:;id'1·.: thF: rrd1.lion doUatil 
,vc h�1.v 1.: 1::Ct1:f:.d for ru,Jcf �::quip.rncnt Brit--

L:h Gi.J)a:na h-a:,::· b;�·en -e.:::ying out for Ce­
vclop�:r1�11-t for s·evf:l"'\a} \'"-f·a:r::L lf y1..,re 3r-:.� 

and de\.'<.:;-11t 1.vr;; rnu�t he. pr�,,
pa.l'cd to _yr�ndde t-b.-e.rn v:J.th lands to ,,:vr,tk 
and, jn.bs \-vhi-ch enuld ke-e•p then1 .properly 
�:•rnployed. 

I ?rn .1n principle a;�:;(11.113t cert,uin 
of the t.�1x propos:�ls. 11.'ht:• averagt� per ... 
�;on �-1,;;l,:;7::. h(.tn:::�c-Jf: �;,./hy ;:�_}J.t)uld totally 
.11·1.anufaCtu..rc,d art.icles ·\v.h,ich pro,ridt· 
crr1plo;'..-r1::1.ent and put 1no.nr�y into circtda�­
tion be tax(:d ., \Vhil{� other iten1;�. [n.-·c .1li..H 
U.i .. 1-:·<�d '? \lv'T:i.le it i3 n ·-.;t rny ch!Sirt� t.0 g:o jnto 
tht_:i pTopo.s.als in ·6.et��.il I \Vt)uld dra·w- at­
terrth1n to thr� fa�·-�t th.at .an ,itt-:rn_ lik,(! h\:."'eL 
\Nhich is irnp•�)rt�?d .la:rgcly fron1 l-Iolla.nd� 
ha:;; not bt:�c.::-n t.n.:xed. ·v�"r..:.:: find that J atnaica 
and tirinic1c:.d nrt:� _pushing •ihe-nct v.rith 
their dPve:!onrnent sc-nErn�s, In J a1nalea 
tlF.:·:'e fH'e t ·.-·:K.tih·: au<l gJc�ss f actories arh3 
citru�:; plants.. ·we have j11s.t co-n1t� out of 
on:::: \'/at r,nci h-11-::i. sh.adov.t:'i of �1nnth2r arE 
/�,�·. (bcrin.g ovr,r us. lh""it.ish CiuL1na n1ust 
set.: to it th::.1-t. sl:e ls prt"'pcrred for the next 
\var ,v.hieh a_ppar'ent1:/ 'J.s. nr,t vffry tar o-ff. 
U\ uptu.use from i"flCC!a!ors in the puhh' 
oaHt?T'Y) � 

-�

Tlf.'fJ ritt,I�Slf)EN'T·: \'\lill rnern .. bers ot 
'hL· p•.iblk pl!"asc keep order, otilerw!·,t' 
I rnr.,�,t h;1\tE the_ gaUc:ry clearr:-'.d. You arc 
p;:;,vilt·!,U.d per:sfJn� ,md :,'<JU mu,,i 
ord01·. 

?vfr. FERREIRA: Th•_ principle 1 
Vion'td likP t,) eAabii.sh ,.s thut an;1: i:i::m 
\Vhich can be ·c1anufaetured 1ocnJJy f and 
wh'd-, c;m provide employment, t;houM 
be, ptotecte.d ,vJ.tbjn iir-ni.ts. rrfr.v.:�·r(� is 
no reason t(,day -why lhis C--olo:;1y Bhou.ld 
hn:port j.:1,rr\S: and ev0-.r1 g1...EP/n jelly f.1·om 
l1rcr1ada and rrH1rr:ru1.lade ft0n1 JEnnaica. 
-Sdch irnportr�tion:�: should. 11<:Vt/r bf' a!� 
li:r1,.\/ed. 1 con.sider the tr,x propestd.s 
,.:v!xtch h:..�ve ti(�en pu-t for\l.:a:rd fiE the 
er1.<·et.ion 1)f t'[ .. }'.:).,:J. 'b}ock.s to pri\7ate t:':nter­
_p:ris(;- �1nd initL1tive, .l\..s I lciok along the 
hc1n k;3 uf the rivex:R I s,♦;:t:., t�n1pty land.s. 
hc·enu.SF: ��-otn.��� crrnn.ot })(� both­
er·f�d ;_:dJ{JUt doing s-<>n1ethiniJ to cul-Hvate 
those fonds. I 1h:nk taxes ;e;h•n1ld be 
t.(+'1/.ied en sueh lands -tlu;:.t a,!J\2 ly ;�1:g Wtt0tc. 
(J.o-•,J"r:rn:n1ent should. tc:!X thn.se pet1-p1e ,.v-h .-..i 
sit bnck and dtJ not,hh:1�1 tn cu}ti.vntf; th-e:it 
1a nd.$� n()t: th,;>Se \:...f"h_.,·: a..r-P 

�-

" 
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ix;; r t:·u: 1:s ,:int  ,.,/' lwrd toil who should 
be s.a tlsfied. -,r�hey ar:f.! tl:1f,.1 prod·ucers, and 
if th\:}\:· ff!.'(> d. L�satisfh)d or dJ5eont-entcd they 
ci :·,;, :.:.;:; ,  to a.du;J� [l(i'•,,J ,:,,.,; tacti(:S. \Ve have 
t.1 rnnk.t"f (�tn:' '-iv ur.kf:ts f�:-r,l .. satisfied Lf '\Ve
urc; to l.rnp tr,r.J:',Cn t an,; Ro-rt <).f pr•)duetion

Th,, :n :pr.:,.1 tinn of :.:1 x::,ti"n irom T<'«l' 
to ye/d' TS J.Jut So1nt persons 
feei. t'h.ut ·v/(; :J:ou1d t�o to the producer 
;1.Yl , j ,,:·o:'1 li' i, !;.c, p :·,.,f:ti. hut we <·an not 
do thc:t. hc,:t'. :➔. U'.� (:. jf \Ve <lid ,  th(?tfl ,vouhl 
i)(: Jl() de \_, ,;.:101::irn�?nt. T'b.o worker rnus�­
\•/crk .h�-1-rd tc p rod tK•t· the fruits o:f in -.­
{Jni::trv ;;u1d \,\,'hf�n t,p d> 1es that -G•overn­
rncnt c2.n conH�: a}nng and suy tha t  :he 
s-hf.iUld g...-:..:-t ;:,it� ffic .�<::P: t of the fru.its of in­
d. Lstr·�•./ t c� (" n td)le hi .::::n. to live a d r�cent
1 H\:, I do n.ct propose to discuss {he SPV­
c.:.r�-1 1 i terns on t�/hi.ch inerr�as-ed taxat1on 1s

t:.-u t ,,v iH 'vVt: i t  uutn the•}' eorn e  
np for consid. 1::,n1 tt.on, 

T)r ,.  (; (JNS.1\ L\Ff�S- : I Vli_.�h to 1nnke �1 
n srr1H.1.� c:011tr-ib t1t i c1rt tG thi� debate . (�orn -­

_p litf\€;-· .nt�; ha-...1e be.::n p .aid to the hon .. the 
fi'ir;.�1ncj_;;:J_ Scrrets_ry ft•r his gc�nh18 Jn pre­
�:enting h.i s BHdget S�atr:n1:ent Ways and 
:n u?ans ·n11..ist b-e :found i:n, o:rdf:r to bal­
u.r;c�: otn· b1J_dget. but J a111 a.f.faid  that \Ve 
ha'/e  :rt' ache(i tht.:.i: p-r)jn t  v..rhere. unless 
::;Grne b;;:·tti er s::yst:<:•n1 of distribution i s  

thi:� p<�--c11_Ji.0 of the (�i.Jlon.y are 
td b-e taX{-'d Gt!L of  e,xist•e·nte .  I 

t1 rn qiu.ite s1rr0 tha t  a goodly 11.uJTJber 1(rf 
:::1 e nnt a,wrnst tax<,tion, but -they 

ci:t:e agG. i.n.st. 1inev,c-n tax:td:ion, b 1�c..-:aus-c the 
r:J'fU.n .:.xry \\t(i.:r':kf�r pays tlil� san:1-1:: 30 c-en.ts. 
Df? �' 1.1n ft>r ry::nd.Ens�d 1ni1k us ·cro.-y-body 
c-i.:;,'. ' ,  The Fimmci,,l S::·crNar:, ,md Treas­
ure.( rnttst find ""-N(.tys and n1eans of ba.l­
:1n,.' in1e the: b,1dg.et, rind is quite riijht 
in r;r-opcJ'::dng taxatio n  \Vh.ich. he _fe€ls will 
p-r·c.1-;.ridt: th(� tequiT'f�d revenue, but it i5 f'or
u,�� to c•·1r_ :;ider th£:" rr·-B.cf..!on to- sncJ) p:ropo­
sah-t IS t"rE� ,,r, n)}JOiH.::d tc�1-� on a.t:.�rated drinks.
i� c-on,,ick<'<"r,'. t,n,;!e:.drt,ble I v;onld suggest.
tl':.H�- rf>•lrnpos-i.t}on /"i.f an  ex-.r:e�_s, J)To,fits tax�
rJerhrq:Js to tb.-e extent of 25 t)t' 50 -per CE!nt
of 'Arhat d, ,.1.:-0.�� bc·lnrc, ln n1�y opinion i t
'A/OtJ! ·d re.::;uli. i n  n rn.o.re eVf?It• distri.btition
of taxation

,.r1ht: hon, IVIf:1r1L1er ro.r Rerbict> :River 
nvrr. Fc.rrr.-Jra) asked \iVhy \\.fa.::,i; not irn­
ported bPP1 1i.,xed instead of locally 
rn.:-rnt.1f;.:1c.tnre,.:;l •Je-:r::.,tcd. •drinks'? I1nporte-d 

b(•0r, inasmu<'h as tbe Govermnei1t tax 
on it is heavy, is still landed here r..! ,, 
c ,)st of 23 cents per hottln, }mt wh2n we 
g,, to bL;y that 10 or 12 oz. bottle v:f' 
have to pay 36 or 40 cl:'rt', 1, fttl' it Tba'. 
is th-P l'i)ason tl;rhy I sft.Y it.. -�•ould he 
!,dkr i f  a certa in  perecntagE- c,J Ex-e,: ,!i 
Profi t s  Tax bl· reintroduced, l du not 
1 hink i i. i;; fail- that the ordinary pN,r 
J}er.scn sho.u.1d .. be called uJ)(°Jn t,:, p-ay 1 ;l ,::;
ec•nb fr,r a bottle ur pep,d-c,,L, wh<'n
b11ying t.h ut drink, I do nd bl'!J it•vr, Hrnt
\.Va!; C}uvt!rnn1ent\; intenti.on, I h�::1ieve
Ciovr�rnn1e11. t intendt·d that t.h.<:ff:.! shotdd
bP r, n «ddit lon of Olk C'N1.t J.Kr- botfl,,
0n.d tha t: sante a 1nount shnuld be ptit�sed
on t.o thr, l'onsumer if the n1anufadurer
fed� lw canrmt. 1.Jear· tlw strain. But tit,.' 
the otht'f follow com. r,s iii ong and :�f,y�
' '(}c1verrnn-cn t  allov,rs us  20 pt�.r cent""!J n.nd
J.nerf:asc-·g the price fu.xthcr. We pay at
Cra'tiwood Cn•!:'k rn cents fr,r the s al!li' 
thing th..-:�t c;ovet·nrnent ;intends ;_should
only f•o;;t 8 ,•cnts. Therf'forf, 1 <•nn­
tend tba t  s ince he c r,ntinu,•s to :tikh the·
1,1·dinary c·muumc1· h e  rnu;it then b1:al'
the br,m t  through the Exce$s Profik Tax .
.l am 1wing cruBhE·d nnder the burdN1 :h
anyont• 1-:!se .  One man told :rt1 ,) Uw nther
day ;�1 arn. getting so rnuc:h mo?J(\1/" but
i1 has not got  any value.'' I ask,-,tl him
''what about me':' If I c:im{• to  t.hE·
LPgislati v,; Council ,md said I w;;s not
g-etting em,ugt,1 I wou1d be chased
oul. l am f,•ellng the strain too  and l
have to s tand iL" But ther e  fa n limiL 
I too have ;:; family imd I lrnve to provide  
for 1:hem, I ,,m not  opposed t ·, t:his tax, 
b<.0cause i t is onlv by thi:, mean,i Wf' can 
nm a S1.c,ttf' prnpe1'1,v. b�t Wt want to 
tax evenly the d istrids . 

The FIN ANCIAL SR-CRETARY .�, 
TREASU:R:J:{R : 1 am ,;.urpr-isi.:,cl t.o heat 
hon. Membf•rs quoting price figure;; 
in regard to a erated and artificial  water 
,vhJch Ht"€ a]ar111ing, li p(d;itJon 1va s  
pla ced on the table this morning :n 
v,rhieh the manufacturers suggest a.n in 
crrase of <1ne cent per  b-)i.t:te on E t,ch 
;£raJe. 'l'ha1 is to say, d rinks 'Nhid1 nov: 
s ell Bl four cents per bottle they sugitest 
they wnuid find it di.ffi('ult to get fiw 
cents for and s ix \'Ants for the- higher 
g;rane They sugge1;t that the increasr 
should be ;;'even and eight cent" and fhr 
the high p:rade 12 O'l. bottle fhf,Y gug-­
W:'.'t that ,h;; price shcmkl he nine <'t)nt'.: 
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H ii. an in.::reas,., of one cent on all grades 
.ind tlic petition suggests the pe(,ple 
i.re unwiJJing to pay it. If it is a fact that 
the im�1·eases are above om, eent pHr 
bottle, it is a m,,tter which requires ,;ome 
J.liVt:-i,tigathm 

Dr. GONSALVES: I am very glad 
te b<,,H: that, and I am prepared to prove 
·what l have said. I give t:1e hon. tho
.!i'lnaneial Sl:cretary the benefit that his
intention was onJy one cent should have
bt•�n passed c,n to the consumer ulti­
matdy. J am prepared to ten him now
th;;it in New Amsterdam these drinks ar�'
at1·eudy being sold - one bottle of C,wo­
n,l"' ut 12 cents and 11 cents, and one
bottle of Pepsi-cola at 12 cent:;, and on<,
boftle c,f (�uencher at 10 and l l ee11t1,.
t,.� l have euid, I give th<" hon. the Flnan­
dc11 Secretary th,;: benefit of the doubt
n.nd l am 13osilive that ,vas not !tis in­
kntion, but tha.t b what . .b being don�i.
Sine,'. \.hat is t;o,, it is unfair to the eon­
,,urner. This b(�Verage is not u drink in
the ::;cnse like u botlle of bet:1'. A p�•r­
::;n!l buys a bottle of aerated drink to
q,wnch his thirst and, perhaps, two of
them rnay use a bot110. If it is thf'. inten­
: wn to add one cent only, 1 can und,,r­
:,tand.

The FlNANCl:AL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER ; 1 stningly suggest to the 
hc.n. 1\fombex ti1at he should take &teps in 
New Amsterdam to d,,nv:ins.trate against 
th:.·: situation the.re 

'l'he PR8SIDENT: That fa she;,,r prof­
itecdrig by people who, when a small 
t:.1:x is put. on. take advantage of it. If 
wh;tt the hon. MembeJ' h;:is sald is true 
those piwp!e's Iicenc!i's should be can­
;.•clled :J.nd, if there /.lrlil no licences, w<:: 
:::lnuld ,:;ee that Lhey are prohibited from 
sdling;. Jt is sheer profitee:rl11g. r hope 

t.he 1lfarne ig not put on the Fianndal 
Secr�tsry or anyone else. We sh\mld s-ee 
that ls st.DppE!d. 

The� F'INA.�ClAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER : I may add that it had 
{•ccu.rred b Governn1(;nt Offkers who 
deal 1Nith thh+ matt.::r that it might be 
ncees..%}rv fo introduce Price Cuntrnl 
�,tep;; might be tiken to introduce cffec­
tivti control. 

Dr. GONSALVES: I h,we oo inten­
tion, of saying thai th,:0 hon. th-, Financial 
Secrehiry is passiug this ta::-i: on t<i ihf.• 
t:onsmnec, nf'ither am I ,iaying that th11 
xnn.aufadtire1·.,. m·c pa.c;smg it un, but 1 .J.m 
saying it ls ,,1 !F'nE,ral ;,;yst�:m uf profiteecr­
ing. For plantains yNi have to pay eight 
cents per 1b, fo;• stalk and ev,,rything. 
The ans,vcr is an equa'l dis.:ribut.ion of 
tuxatim1 and an lntensificnti(>n of ,;ur ef• 
foils in regard tu- 1,1roc!udion. 1 knnw 
tht,t m1lcss we get busy ,,11d mecha.niz,, 0u;: 
.industries to such an e�tent thal. •they will 
in<:rease our produdlon. we :ire going tn 
h�! kft in the cold. Akf•,"dy w<i tmvc 
learnt at U1e Cunforence .rectmtly .hi-.Jd 
that Surinam is now gi>ing jn for f;arb<,iit,d 
r"ici:- a:id, w-e may a.-.Hmtl:', t:hat ;;hti will 
be catering for 1.he very nrn:·kets that ,,,e 
have. Trinidad. and Jamaica ul"t! f;towing 
rk,�, but we are not �oncerned about that 
b-eeaus-•c• w-e knn\'l th;it Ttin..klad c.:a.nnot
gr .. w enou?,h to meet her needs. W..:.
want to p.re.s.e.rve thos-e .n.1t:1rkt.�ts that ,we
h:,v-a and,, if iJmt is :;-o, we mu.st be in a
position tr, ;;tand u� tr:, r0mpet;fa,n. A
gr .�up ut HollanderR wBl be goin� for r·ke
prndr1ctlon iri Surinam rm a la.rge
meehanised scale.

.I befoive that this "s•gc<':t wai,<:t" \tix 
is a bad tax.. I believe ihN·,: are {llbce 
wuys and means by wttich we can find the 
s1J11rn am<.n;nt eak11lat;�d tu bt; <krived 
from this t.:ic on ·•swe�t water'', hut 1f the 
oth01' fellow is avoiding his .re.sponslbility 
by playing a tr:-ecth o:n ot:�-•:r:s then he 1nust 
he :brought to ju:c.tke ancl made to pay 
hi; 1ax as ('1.•crybody e1si,· ha,: to. I cornc 
now to the next ite,n. I think, when it 
com-es to th:: question of education, H i,, 
the businf,::;s of every (fovernrncnt to s,:,0, 

that 1n much money is ;;5wnt on i:t. ilve 
know that foe Education Vot!) is high but, 
as I say, it i::; nnt: so high in i;'omi:,arfaon 
,vith taxation. I bdieve that the tax on 
the fees at Quel!n's Collegt• and Bizhops' 
High School Jg a bad one. It i:, one right. 
T.ne amount that i;,, c:.Je:uJated t) be de .. 
rlv<id. from th,;t tax 1<lrnuld be found in 
those industrie.s and l){'f.;-ple who mnke 
tremeudous exce::;s pr·..,fHs. They sho,.ild 
pay it. ln Surinam ·,vhen the new Gm: .. 
er·nmtmt eame into pow,ir, t'hcy uuposed a 
certain amnunt c,f tuxes on the ex.p·}rt ol' 
bauxite, whkh was donblP that in exist­
ent� The bauxite people ;.uid tlwy were 
gr>ing to close d:>wn an({ they diet But 



-.·.ltJU;,�ty. It dot�:• r:.ot 1nt�o11 io .:)ay that \V{·· 
··Naltt iL\t::s-t:<it•;·• :.".:�-�,.,,:·1.L I ',,\/(f!.-1Lj be the last 
on,�� t�) :;..:,;:,__,. ·Lhat. \\fv YV>ixrt t1.) �-�11'<' -Le.db:..: 
1 h,� d_r:�·veJppn1(:nf: of the CoJc:ny. 

f:2-yv ,·d the i.O\\':C·r :i-rJ.-e';n1e g-rt:,up in 
tlli� (.:jv;-1 S, :rv·L·•e .:nadc �-:. :;tY'::1.n.gl 1?holij_ 011 
(;-c.:vr::x-r::utr_�nt ar.id hac:-3 ·;-n bt· gi.vtr1 i.� t(L?,t o.f 

tl'itd, IH(iney -bach: 1 btit it ·ls r.tut Gr,.iy tb-e,v 
·vv.be Zt'Ct' :fec•nng the br:-1.nt :er( it. \VJ1en
(he JD.St "\:,/itf \\r'a:-:J on \,\'(: thought n,c Cc)::·',

(}n<� o.-f the. p.i..;,:�ct:;..; 
:J.'.hcy 

r·:-::n101;.:•·t:(; 1:rurn n-,,J:.-.: et tt5 �- ,:,ix: ·cents they
{f�r:�rcd ('.�_:,;1111:,c�U.tiun ... ,v.�t{) t>_>.;� c�tht'f f)'\'e 
co::nts �ittic.l-22 \'lh�<:h. •\_:r-ft' n,,r, t;:1�:f:d. rf.1'hy 

r1ci right. T r:lo n . ..-..>'t ti'1-:r/k it i.£: t]g:1-it tP _p:.d 
:-1 i::::x .. on (�:-a-.. '.cr1 1 :-� <".\:dlcge A.\; th/:. tL1r;. 
thv First 1..Jornj.n.u.tc<J },;l0.1T1ber SDid .r�. \. 
•r'.o\;T�:'..t:., 1 thi:.1l\. f:-1/:t the i\- �1.c,Ic
bJd bf·cr>u:�J:' 1r nt!T' .. .'::r ec1,.:,,nt.ri.c•� up to

lVh; ;,._, "-.tl,,} :::n:e .sHtJ.sJh:�(: -to p�(.f' fo:r 1-J'lgh 
S.:·;fs.cnl. (1,;1,i.iC!J.{iOtL,, \?/11.("Yl iL COD){:S i{) t.htc 

tJi1r;_�<- v.: nc<:·d i-_.; t\.-, 

fi;·_::=-t i):d:cg.:; I'nd.lz1 did ,:tfLer ,she L-ctrnHE! r;o 
.:,1.._·-�-;;(·· 1-id .. :r:t '�;-�· .. <,·> ........ :_cd.,·, 41s1t�-.:.:-·-.·;c,J_ ; -� t>"'

L"h.:\ \VD:J c.f 1Ytog:::T·.,:,.:::. I cannot ag_r:f·1t: 
\\'Jlh th(.'. t;:L:-; on s ·:•d:1 \Vat.er unh;·;;.s \1/{� a.re 
�;·G;n,< !.;_, t;-skt: Lh . .f'! c-n.tlr;: .P·oti.ec; �Fo.n.:f� tn 

th.at t,nly tfflt: ·;:-t•.:;"1t is h:tnde.d d:o\vn t 
i_ be eoxtHUHl{·.::r: I H:rn �:..viU.in.g to sa}\ ;; �1d .! 

v,.:otse tater. T'I·i<�r.f:: i;_� :.t ci.rirt'k 1.:lhi.ch i:-:; 
c, .. dJ.i.::d ·''}\:-:-p:lncV:n:- 1". It .i�� a har-tnl,:·<;;s no.;-:-,,

ink'" rc:u e�:nt_:::; \\:li�r:i o;:,·]y rfnt: ,r•eni, s-h'->�lid 
be ·rd_deri ? ·'"Ph<t hon. the F'.!.nan('-la.l. S-ec 

(·u·;i��tihlt:;r:-r..-)' tt.nd
n.-:·; noL-�e. t-o 

,· fn-te.n; to do thnt. V/.hctt- I '<V.d l 
do 1<;· not to tn1y· the drink:�;, : l v,:fH pr�'.,_ 
fer t:·, :x1.a-�<: 1-:; 

/tnp:ec b<:-�:·t. I think S!r 
c;::.ll'd:cn 3et�d thdt C}eor,:;,et,.>\VT� ...,�\ranted 

th;;-t'f, h.e. ·Cd.tin >t !JUY 
J.nL'..} ('.onHrdttee ♦·

tu •;a.? .v,.r :.2.t I '\\:'tl'nt I ad.rnit 
�nu.::-:.-t 

b,;;1J_f:tl\C['. hi�: 
ha,.;. hct-:.n 

:·tt:. w_i 
A tht .. , ru ftufi\C:n.t; U.',f'st'. h;:f\h:' 

t.:i.y· 'f:1,.-f,.:-:!�'nb<:.:.1.'f; \V.Dr:;, b.a\;f: 
Y'/.1: :.:d. 1 t,;J �/e to �;r;r 

i.)c:-X .r£: thf.:· C:t.1un­
lL1t _!!_;_:,;t :::::::-, :.1 [)CbS­

i· T1·1::-i\r ;;�\i}" :;,.b.?_L it is a tp .. t?:\ .. 
!'. i..J/i ni r·e\"'e{t\.;;f• ::nd f;·:-:-.. t)f.:ndih.n·<:� i.1nd it 

A 
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dc::Cn.i.tir,1.r1 ill the 13erb1.ect 
t.L:r� JoU(nving- shaU e�:i.ch 

A . .re,J, 
be n:-

;-.�·ard-t?d :���") ;.,. scpar�te £•.X�_:ha.n,ge 
or b 1/b-e-: ... :.cl".1 :-::,ng c. 

?fI1:1haicrn1y v/h.ieh. Jncl udcs l)c 
'KLndere.tL Vleldaad, ]tort \Vel­
Jinre:ton ;.),nd 1]l.:1-1srn.or1t ·.Post
\):fi!'iees a11d }\-o·sig1101 (�n!l C)ffie!J. 

< b} R.cb�tne,:: C\dl ()f:rJet �ind Pcr:;t 
()ttce 

de, do do 

td) H.�!SC B:Jl i;if; du_ 
(}f .tic��, 

( f•) d.(1 

i I J d-.•. 

(g) �I(;•\V /\n.1:3t,:}_1·:)1:Jrn.
C)ffi<:e,

do. 

rn U1i.)·:;f·' .::1re::::s 

:i�;;�i;�;�� 
tn the: :nr�:).rt:•,::;r 

office JJCli, i_r�:., such 
F1ol•c�:· 81.::r. t:itHl :�h:.di be rt�f:/.irc1c:d ::1s 7JL? 

()f:Uce to: the:. purp(}S;� pf tlL-� 

(2) t\. WTrun}:-: y; ·C::.tH j� ') r;.u 

in ar1-t)t}1c,r nt'fa, 'J'be 
tr·:.)nk 1iat:::� f<}l' ·_81"(:aclc:-Jsts 

·R·?.!Julat.it1ns �..itf':/
cit ;_rn a:re;:::_ An

'•Jj_�;s:ec� ttibu 
\'Vflkvri.;:!:1rt1. 

J);::n;,t .. r·ara 
ik.d. tn Tv:ta ha ica 

f..i;ti fusthct and say that. f(rf every 
•?X(•hc-11g,. or sub-C"·Xchang.::: ot.hc�r tb;;,in 
l'{f:,;,...- 1\�.-�nstc.fdRlli th:-_·· chi:rg>:,s shrJ! bi' 
bBS�:·d or;. �;� 1.r1.i.J.:�,;:2.�Ir-.: 1--�t"t(• c!: t-"•.vo ct•.nts p(�r
g n:d.)_ 
rnin._1 rn.urn, 

\t..'(1rs�: rif1 
i)J:t{.)·' be 
fnrn �h'-' 

�n l)&yi.ng $1.10 �J.t.ho1-1gh �you 
liv:in.g {)rtly a stone ls thro\.V
PXth�1ng-;;::-. ,x' ou t5et a h,c:::d 
4 r;:1.nt�:.: .f�:-.r f1Hch :; rnin-

t:cu11k 
C:d.lh1 froro ;J pnbE,._� f-:aH office shaJl br: 

nt f}O pet cent. a.b•)VC thosf� for 
reshJi.:nti,11 sul)scriher:•_;_ Bt�t i.f y<.JU ovln n 

to ·be cha.l'ged 1 g <;ents. 
id v.,'ffJ.J.tcd tiJ 

get 1nc- on thr� tel(•PlH.)fH� rtnrT ht\ ·�.v.ct$ tnh:l 
be 1..vould: hd.vc to J)ay ·u3. c-?n.ts to be co.n�-­
nc-ctfd fo :n1c;., I \\f(J"tJd :;;,-:id{ that tbcse 
R.eguJ:0.tior:-�s br-; r\.�\···ist:d ::'in.(i th::1t �c•n1c:•"'
fha1g be do.n.c:: :�,t oncE: f."H_;cat1se: if t{ou: g.:r:;.,;
that {or t:'Vt?•.ry cxch:arigc.: l"Jt sub--e.:..;..chang-t
the charge ,pi1J no, .. 1·? be 2 cent� i/Pr B
mill:'s, and h,ttween V t·eed,.cri-Hoop ,rnd
(;·eore{·".tc,\:vn. i-..1 1.1nde1· B n)iI��;; t:.nd. (}S thf": old
h.r-•gtdat!c;-n_� hE: ·vc:- not bef:D. res.cinded UH!
�-1�·ca �;ho:}ld �:UU. bi:! 1.J�?fin-r:>ct ns l:)1:�forc. I 
tl-dnk ther'!.� is s<.nn21l1.Jng ·ver:y "\VT(;ug 
,iL,)ut the new i:akh. 
$ i 1 (j f"r ,'.lLH' 

1\.s I said.� y·ou p-�l.Y 
a r1d. in a<ldH.i.on YO\.l 

11a VP to 9a.,y 18 et<r1ts f1.)r a ;::;.:d.L 1\ caH rn:1y 
(:nst you an;vt-hirig 1ik:.e $1. I thi:n.k $.on1e-
thing :r:ould 

/1,, 
hntJCS 

c;.;,iJS�\ t.Y11 re Dff s;xppo;�t'd l-t) bt�- threr:1 cnbl:2::: 
�H.:rn/;�; th.f:> ri. ,...ret �-:nd g-:nt'r.aDy ivto n:f t-h,:!tTi 

h:-;,·;/E ti:,:vci personB ,)n nn::: 1.ir:,! {ind they 
get ft rt:d 1J�_:tiru1. b1.!t in 
J/O�J have· 45 persons un rJr�e- hr,e. ;}nd 
t.Hk.i.n_g _in.to ac·count thf.' r:ntrn"!::it:.:7t' o-f p::_:r .... 
:::ons in {.}t:�t)tgt:"to\:vn t,) g-r, t CD!tneetion 
... ,vi.th ··vrtcc1 .. +�n.-.h1)op I thlrdt thrit this is 
<J:1e of tht� things that shc,uld be seen into. 

"il.!rong 

rn�uJ_ \'-''·h.u <.';.:.,ri only dfft.1h:] ::.1 H horse :pOV.7Cr 
ct-a' hti;3 f'u pay· ,jn :i1H2rcrt:::>(:d tax JronJ $�:.�o 
to $27� \r,-'hf:rea� the people \Vh1J can af­
for'd tu bu.y ver�v large ca.rs .u11d lirncn_t-:-.. ,.. 
i.nes \Vill p:et $20 taken off thei·r tc:x !, 

ll-

dncs not appear to bt: a fwh· dLstribution. 
The sffian rn.an l'Ll3 not n.::1:.di�l (:i car at all 
bvt ;h:t!..1L a ilH�Hns ut: -•�-�0nvLyt1ncc. 

Tr:t; PRESIDENT: l :rn1 c,L•,;,d file 
nnn .. 1\1:ernbc.£." \Vas not in the r:o�.u1.e.il 
-.vht::1 1.h,0 Bil! wa,; pas<;erl. I d,:, m,: ttlinK 
he .is:. in !Jr-der io d.iscu.ss a BiU i.vhk:h ,.v:-+s 
J.Xlt:se-d sorne dH�·s <16(>.. 

C,,pt COGHLAN: I am qt,it,, \11 
o-rder in sayin.g \VhnI J h;:::-1 .. ve to SBY�
'\v hcthcr r \Vas hf•re rxr not.. F}·ierynnc has
tl:"h-::- .right to .tit.Lind r•p here and �a.'i th.ts
tax .'>hi.)u.!d not bi:: a,s .it i�.
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