1,413 Members Present.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

FRIDAY, 5th JANUARY, 1951.

The Council met at 2.00 p.m., His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles
Woolley, K.C.M.G,, O.B.E, M.C,,
President, in the Chair.

PRESENT:

The President, His Ixcellency the
Governor, Sir Charles Campbell Woolley,
K.C.M.G.,, O.B.E.,, M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
J. Gutch, O.B.E,

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder, K.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary and

Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.M.G,,
C.B.E.
The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E,

(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson (George-
town North).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. V. Roth, (Nominated).

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice
River)

The Hon. T.T. Thompson (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E,
(Nominated).

The Hon. Capt J. P. Coghlan (Dem-
erara River).

The Hon. D. P. Debidin (Eastern
Demerara).
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The Hon. Dr.
(Eastern Berbice).

G. M. Gonsalves

The Hon. Dr.
Demerara).

C. Jagan (Central

The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon.
Berbice).

A. T. Peters (Western

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North Western
District).
The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nominated).

The
South)

Hon. J. Carter (Georgetown

The Hon. F. E. Morrish (Nominated).
The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo (Nominated),

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 4th of January, 1951,
as printed and circulated, were taken as
read and confirmed.

Papers LaAib.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid
on the table the following document :(—

The Report of the Commissioners of
Currency for the year 1949.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.

NEwW AMSTERDPAM-CRABWOOD CREEK
Roab.

Mr. LUCKHOO gave notice of the
fnllowing questions :—

1. What is the total estimated cost of
widening and reconstructing the
New Amsterdam-Crabwood Creek
Road ?

2. What is the total estimated cost of
widening the bridges on the road ?
And how many bridges are there ?

3. How much has been spent on the
road up to the present ? And how
much has been spent on the
bridges ?

4. Is Government satisfied with the
progress of the work on this road
project, in relation to the money
already expended ? :
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5. Hawe trenches been dug in error

and had to be subsegue
filted 7 If s0, at what cost.

re-~

6. What price was paid for burnt
earth prior to the road project?
nd what price is being paid
now ¥

7. Is the work likely to be completed
within the estimate 7

Pustic MiSBEHAVIOUR DISAPPROVED.
Mr. ROTH: Sir, before the Council
proceeds with the Order of the Day I
crave vour indulgence on behalf of respon-
sible Members of this Council to deprecate
the action of certain members of the pub-
e towards vourself yesterday afternoon
when leaving this building. It is the
first occasion within living memory such
has oveurred though, I believe, it occurred
vears ago. [t is guite obvious that the
parties coneerned are quite lgnorant of
the fact that not only Your Excellency is
the Head of the Administration of this
Colony but ig also the personal represent-
ative of His Majesty the King., Any
public insult offered to you, therefore, is
as if it were offered to Hiz Majesty., I
sincerely trust that there will be no re-
currence of such an incident.

Mr. SMELLIE: [ beg to associate
myself with the remarks made by the
hon. the First Nominated Member.

The PRESIDENT: I do not know
that the people themselves have done it
of their swn accord really., We will pro-
ceed with the debate.

ORDE® OF THE DAY,
Buporr DEBATE.
The Council resumed the debate on
the following motion
That, this Council approves of the
Estimates of Expenditurs for the ser-
vices of the Civil Government of the
Colony {or the year ending 31st De-
cember. 1851, to be defrayed from the
annual revenue of the year and other
resources of the Colony and from loan
funds.

Mr. KENDALL : In adding my ¢on-
tribution to the debate on the Budget
Statement I would like to state, that on
paper the hon. the Financial Seeretary’s
Statement is a very fine document which
should find a worlhy place In our
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archives, and I want to say that his ex-
position on that document on the 21st
December was ag usual most impressive.
But there is another side to it—the side
which is most important to the people of
this eouniry, the side which has to do

with the effect the Tax Proposals
will  have on the working class

people of  this ¢wuntry, who  for
some years now have been living in a
state of frustration with a growing dis-
appointment in the Government's aftitude
[ regard it my
duty, Your Exceliency, t» remind you of
their fears for the future, especially when
they are called upon each succeeding
year to contribute more to the revenue of
this country without compensating hene-
fits in order to meet the demands of the
Administration. I wondered after reading

the Statement made by the hon. the
Financial Secretary especially in  re-
spect  of paragraph 5 of his Budget
Statement — I quote — “The cost of

living has eontinued to rise and no one
can be unsympathetic with those for
whom this results in hardship and dis-
tress... " . how much sincerity is express-
ed; in thnse words when, in the face of i,
the ordinary man has to payv more for
certain articles of consumption and con-
tribute more through the various ser-
vices that are being contributed to by him
and run by the Government.

There are times when one feels that
all Government hag in mind is to balance
the Budget. How that budget iz balanced
it does not seem to concern one very much.
[1 is unfortunate, Sir, to observe that when
these added taxations are brought about
other countries are cited as examples, but
this Government on many occasions has
been slow in adopting the very measures
those other countries have adopted so the
the burden may not appear as heartl
and burdensome as it appears on this par-
ticular oceasion. The fime has come
when we should adpt our own pattern
to fit in with dur own economic structure
and not copy countries that are self-gov-
erning and self-sumpporting. If this Gov-
ernment really has the interest of the
meople at heart and appreciates the high
cost of living, and how owr people are
unable to eke out an existence under the
present cirecumstances. it would realize
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taat less than one-third of the population
sf this Colony has to bear the burden of
taxation, less than one-third of the pspu-
lation has to find $20 million (ode) to
run this Government. It must also be
realized that a large pertion of that popu-
lation comprises men and women who are
unable to eke out a decent living today.

1 think, Sir, it is umperative at this
time, taking into consideration public re-
action fo this Budget Statement, that the
hon. the Financial Secretary and Treas-
urer be instructed to withdraw that
Budget Statement and make a new one
which will {it in well and give a more
equitable distribution of the contribution
of the people towards the running of the
Colsny. 1 think it was you, Sir, who ob~
served on an occasion like this, when
public interest was as it iz today, that
“justice must not only be done Wut it
must appear to be dene”. We know that
there is not enough employment for the
boys and girls who leave school, and we
know, too, that there are countries that
are willing to take some of our populatisn
and give them Tetter facilities than we
can offer, and we understand that it is this
Government who is attempting to suggest
that these pesple are needed fer the ad-
vancement of the Colony and should not
be allowed to leave British Guiana to go
t>» the United States of America and
Canada, I think such an attitude is not
right and Governiment should be made to
understand that the public is not satis-
fied with that oweservation as coming
frome—

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER : I would like te ask the
hon. Member, if 1 may, for further par-
ticulars. I do not think anyone here is
aware of any attempt ey this Government
to prevent any emigration to the United
States of Amervica fer the purpose of
seeking work. I hope the hon. Member
would give further particulars of such an
act by Government,

Mr. KENDALL : Sir, it is suggestesd
that persons from Barbados, Jamaica and
even British Guiana should be taken to
the U.8.A. and Canada as farm labourers.
In the past Jamaica and Barbados enjoy-
ed this privilege and it is knewn that
those countries concerned have benefited

Lecistative CouNcit.
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immensely by that. I think, I saw in the
paperg recantly where a representative ef
this Government olserved that such in-
dividuals are needed for the agricultural
advancement of British Guiana. If that
is not a Government directive, then I am
s ymewhat mistaken,

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER : 1 would like to say the
hon. Member is entirely misled that any
arrangement was made for the transfer
of working agriculturists to the U.8.A.
The arrangements were made by a special
conference ang the allocations from the
various territories in the Caribbean were
made sy that body and not ey this Gov=
ernment at all. There is an allocation in
certain cirewmstances which might be
taken {rom British Guiana but, as I said.
the arrangements have nothing to do with
the Government of British Guiana.

Mr. KENDALL: I appreciate that
there is an allocation. I am not dealing
with the allecation. 1 am saying that
this Government is not anxious in having
that allocation carried out.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think the Hon. Member is referring to a
letter written by myself in which I said
that there was als» the consideration that
this Colony needs the best agricultural
labour for increased productien here. If
the hon. Memlber feels there is neced fer
increased production to reduce the cost of
living, it is rather inconsistent that the
hon. Member should take exception fo my
remark.

Mr. RKENDALL: It is unfertunate
that the last speaker feels 1 have taken
exception to hiz remarks. I know this
Couneil time and again has een talking
about increased production, and since we
have been talking I am still to be satis-
fied that this Government has given the
assistance that is necessary to lring
about this increased preduction to bring
talked so much akout.

As regards the Tax Proposals, 1T am
going to make my contribution new
under the varisug Heads. Under Aerated
and Mineral Waters Duty 1. like other
Members, do not agree with this medsure.
This ig a poor man’s drink, and there ave
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times when they are forced fto use it as
an important part of their meal. Their
children also are forced fto use it as
such, and if the hon. the Financial Secre-
tary and Treasurer doey not know that 1
would like t) let him know it now, so that
he would be able after the debate is over
to readjust this particular tax in order
that additional burden might not be
placed on those who wre facing the high
cost of living., Tf, however. i must be
taxed and therve is no other glternative, I
would like to suggest that control b
placed on the wholesale and retail prices
of this particular commodity s, that the

one cent increase asg envisaged by the
hon. the Finane Secretary might be

ired and certain neeple not allowed fo

visuse this tax > thelr own benefit,
Under rum duty there is no reason why
the importeq alcoholic beverages should
not be similarly taxed. I do nst see why
whisky. gin, vermouth and all those
things used by the people who can afford
it should not be ftaxed. Rum ig anade
focally and gives employment to people
here, but that is taxed.

The PRESIDENT : Does the hon.
Member suggest that imported spirits are
not taxed ? They are taxed to the extent
of some 33 a bottle and not one cent.
The hon. Member means additional tax-
atisn, I presume.

Mr. KENDALL © Rum was taxed pre-

viously, We are talking about the Tax
Proposals for 1930 1 am saving thai

whisky and all imported alcoh:ic bever-
ages should be taxed again. Under the
export duty on bauxite T agree, Sir, with
the hon. the Financial Secretary  and
Treasurer that on aceount of the ingrease
of the steriing there should be additionat
taxation en bauxite, but I think in view
of the remarks made by the hon. Nomin-
ated Member, Mr. Morrish, that the non-
caleined bauxite can z=till have a further
amount of taxation: that is to say, in-
stead of from 30 to 43 cents it should be
30 to 60 cents. 1t must be remembered,
Sir. that bauxite iz a wasting asset and
British Guiana is not the only place that
is producing it. Therefore whenever you
can make something out of it that is the
time to do so. There is now a demand
for it and we do not know how long that
demand will last. I think that at least
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for 1951 it shouid be taxed to the extent
of B0 centy per ton.,

Pustal  Charges ! The hon.  the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer antiei~
pates a vield of 377,000 under this Head.
I think, Sir, that the lscal charge of four
conis showld not be carried out but it
should remain ol three cents, while Em-
pire and foreign rates coupled with the

mail roates should be so adiusted s to
bring about that anticipated vield. Tele-
communication rates and charges! T am

sorry Lo ebscrve, SBir that the charges
made under this Head are due to the
majority of Members not accepting the
gestion of this Government to have
le and Wireless Ltd. run our system.
RBecause of that t e is this reaction.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER : I must rizse to a point of
r There is nothing in the
Statement that justifies that re-
1 The increases are not due to the
fact that the proposgal for Cable and Wire-
205 Lid, has not so far reccived complete
sproval. Theve is nothing in the Bud-
Statement to justify theat.

Mr, KENDALL : I am glad the hon,
the Fimancial Secretary has relieved my
ming of that suspicion, but I say, Sir. that
he has observed here that these mereased
charges must be earmarked towards the
£ ef carrying out imiprovements and
extensiong. At this time, when {his
country ix in such a bad economic way
and our Public Debt is only one year of
our revenue, I do not see why that Public
Debt cannot be inereased. If the hon, the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer is as
sympathetic as he expressed in his open-

ing remarks, he would sex to it that
theze improvements and extensions be

carried out by capitai expenditure and not
have them under maintenance. Mambers
have speoken on the motor vehicles duty
and 1 agree with them, in sgite of the
fact that Your Excellency obscrved that
one Member who criticized the rates was

present st the meeting when it was
passed. A good many of us know how

certain things are passed.

The PRESIDENT @ I never said any-
- of the rgov{. T just reminded the
hon. Maember that the particular Rill has
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reen passed wy this Council and he was
unfortunately absent when it was passed.

Capt. COGHLAN : 1If you permit me
fo mention, T did not want t3 interrupet
but you made a mistake in saying that I
was not wresent. Not only I was present
but I voted on the Bill »n the motion Jey
D, Jagan. If vou vefer to the minutes

of the meeting you would see that I
voted. I-am very sorry Your Excel-

lency made the mistake, I did not like fo

mention it

The PRESIDENT: 1 beg the hon.
Member pardon. When the h:n, Member
started to sseak I presumed that he was
not present when the Bill was passed. 1
beg the hon. Member's pardon.

Mr. KENDALL : I hope that in view
of the present circumstances the hon. the
Financial Secretary would sce his way in
making the fellow who rides in the big
limeusine pay more than the small fellow
who rides in the small car. Under
Queen’s Collegz and Bishops High School
it has been brought to my notice that if is
the intention of the authorities to make
these institutions exclusive, and Because
of that fact they are carrying out this in-
crease of the fees. It must be borne in
mind that the 25 wer cent. increase is only
for fees. Some of the children who
attend these institutions come frem the
country districts where similar facilities
are not granted them in spite of those
districts’ ezntribution to the Colony’s rev-
enue.  The parents of these children have
to pay for Woarding ang lodging of the
children in Georgetown and in most cases
1% costs a parent over $35 a month to keep
a child at Queen’s College or Bishops’
High School. If that parent is making that
sacrifice I & pot think it is the duty of
Government to increase the fees especially
when the suggestion T have heard outside
the Couneil is true that it is the intention
of the zuthorities to make these institu-
ions exclusive.

There is a suggestion here under
minor amen#ments that the duty should
be reduced on imperted aluminum sheets.
I am not in favour of that. My reason
for that iz this: There is a feeling by thowe
interested in the timber industiy that the
use of aluminum sheets may boeome
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popular to the extent that it will tcke

away from that industry some of the
henefits it derives new. 1 do not swe

why there should be a reduction in the
import duty on ajuminum sheets. We
who are able to build houses can pav for
the: aluminum sheefs as they are now.
They should not be permitted to inte fors
ewith the timber industry. If thess sheets
are allowed to come in not only to cover
houses but to build houses, then the iime
weuld come when people would not
worry with wooden houses and those per-
gons engeged in the timber industry would
suffer and there would be less money
cieulated in the eountry if that is en-
souraged. Those are my observations 1
nave to make as my coniribution fo the
debate on the Budget Statement.

I sincerely frust that the hon, the Finan-
cial Secretary will review his Budgel in
the light of what is happening and the
feelings of most of the Elected Members
of this Council. T believe that all of them
feel that these Tax Proposals are hash
and do net come In a way that the peopl
are satistied that there is an even keel
in the distribution  of the contribution
te the revenue of this Colony. It should
e borne in mind that one-third of
population of this eountry has to bear i
revenue burden and a large portion of
those sersons is unable presently to ehke
out a decent living and, therefove, fo put
this proposed taxation on them is a havd-
ship which ithey cannost carry.

Mr, DEBIDIN: 1 desire at this stage
i, contribute my small quota to  this
debate, but before doing so mmay I sav
how much I deprecate the conduct of ocur
pecple in their esltitude towerds Youwr
Excellency personally, and to the Govern-
ment of our Colony indirectly., 1 feel that
I should be wanting in my duty if T did
not say that I am very concerned alscul
the fair name and the prestige of B -itish
Guiana. and T would not like to know that
that prestige is brought down by any
untowsard behaviour of pur people al any

time. We may have just cause for
criticism of Gevernment but we should

To-

av I have many poinis pn which T would
like to eriticize Governiment, snd I will
do so as the people’s representative. 1

malke such eriticism consgtitutionally.




fepl that the mgp& should: have conifis
-;mm in mmr renresentatives to ﬁa mcw

if-§

Btiﬁiii‘i time is the time for stock-
taking, to review the year or the years
which have passed, and to see whether
o we have made progress in the light of
< revenue and expenditure,  accounts.
preaching this gueglion I feel rather
appeinted,  and 1 speak  owith s
of frustration  owhen 10 say
maﬁ T regard the whole of the budget as
Cmiersly another document of the fallure
Cof gur Colony to progress evenly, In say-
ﬁﬁ mg» *ihm Towant to make it cleay that
Guigna 18 & couniry which has
bilitles, and we ought not to
Hietoo slow in preclaiming that fact to
Cthe public and te the outside world, Tt
is a vieh dountry, upon whose credit we
Cgught to have a greater measure of in-
nent in ity welfare and development.
Wo have in hand plans to raise a loan of
S14 million on the London market,  We
can only do so i we can present to the
utside world that this Colony, in spife
; ¢ f*w«, wwy re&«.:m i;:« he*

guestion : What then ha:g b@«en respon-
for our failure, since 1946, to balance
oyt have g surplug balance
the end of the year?

1 veniure fo think that there arve
iBly three reasons. One is that 1 feel

the Imperial Government may he
Setating very unwigely the policy of this
favernment, and possibly for some rea-
o or m%r% they -do not coreur I its
aoid development. Ioplace first blame on
o Imperizl Government, on those in the

ynial o Off who are steering fhe
i ai fi}xw Coleny. in g0 far ag-ils
particulavly 1§ concerned.

~;ﬁ}v 1 iw’{ that I should sav i, and
t boldly, that the sugar industry of
Colony has been adopting a dog-in-
wiariger policy  which has been res-
ible to a very large exient for the
evelopment of Britigh Guiang, It s
oomsk that the sugar industry be
ped, and when it is put.on g stable
ng, to say that British Cnilana hag
able economy and is well on the way
.1 do not believe  that
Jony csn be o vesarded as being
it we can safely say we
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have, not one dozen but two dozen thriv-
ing industries in this Coleny-industries
which will not onl¥ absorb the Indian
population  on g suger plantetion - but
other classes of people. I have described
it as a dog-in-the-manger policy by the
sugdr  industry  because I find  that,
although we have veceived a fair amount
of money from the Colonial Development
and Welfare Fund, that money has been
devoted very largely or primarily to the

 Debate.

cgause  of the sugar industry of this
Colony.
Today. we have  heard Members of

this: Council  suggest that the Bonasika
and Torani schemes should be abandoned.
It is & great pity to think that way, There
is & local proverb which says. “Boat gone
a fall if can't furn back” It would be
tantamount to wvandalism to stop the
work on those schemes and lose all that
has been pul inte them. At the same
thme 1t is @ matter for grave thought that,
in gpite of the fact that large sums of
money have been put into the Colany, we
have not been able, except in the one
case of the Block III area, to show more
possibilities of development as a result
of thosge schemes. Instead we Tind that
the  C.1.C, who wish to embark. upon
rice cultivation, have deliberately shunned
the possibility  of using the triangular
area of o Torant—Canje~Berbice  for
rice development, but  will utilize those
aress which are already oceupied and can
be developed by our own people. It
seems to - me ihat schemes have been
embarked upon which have not vet shown
that they will benefit the Colony to an
extent copnumensurate with the sums of
money spent.

- The Colonial Development Corpora-
tion has been vested with a large sum of
money- for - the development of the
Colonies, but in spite of the fact that Lord
Trefgarne  told  thiz Council that that
money -was intended for the purpose of
under-pinning - development and - social
welfare work in the Colonies we find that
there has been what must be regarded
as cold business on the part of the C.DC.
T say it with all convietion that the
Imperial Government should have been
very charitable to her Colonies and should
have been more concerned about their
developmient - if they were gteering the



: ,&estmms of the Colonies, by tlcmimg
that £100 million to substantial develops
ent, and not spending @ small

mtmtmrx af g@itxnﬂ a pénny for every
penny invested  Aré we really thinking
af &evelmpmem in this e::»xmtry which
reguires large sumg of money for snb~
stantial development schemes? It seer
to me that by her policy Great Brifain is
robbing  herself, because even if this
Colony becomes self-sufficient and obtains
sell~-government, wouldn’t i be fo the
advantage of the Imperial. Government
to have congiderable investment in British
Guiana? - In o that o development « the
Imperial - Government would - have the
same amount of control, and would be
able to have what it has been aiming at
—international reputation of being good
trustees, 1t may be that Downing Street
h*m been naglecfmg, or deliberately not
he}pmg the fiéw}ﬁpment of thzs country.

The« sugar mdwsiry has been adopt-
ing a policy against the dexvempmfmt of
any othen ‘industry which would draw
mbmr away from it. That has been the
policy in the pa&t and 1 do not intend
to mince matters about saving thats We
km:}w that the sugar Industry is powerful
in Lz}bd@n where the poliey of this Gov-
erniment it being directed so as to safe-
guard the interests of the industry, Tbaf
is the reason why Brittsh Guiana is not
better oft today, and why we have the
painful task of nnpaamg taxation which
will strike at the very root of the hvmg
conditions of the masses.

: MD“‘CE’&GY reason fwhy thia Colony is
not better off foday may be atiributed to
maladministration in the past, or at least
non-administration: I say that with all
deference ‘to  Your Excellency; because
neither vou nor your predecessors should
come in for any great blame, but I lay
a deliberate charge against those on who
the Governors of this Colony have had
to vely for adwice, and because their
advice can be summed up only in their
own peeuliar knowledge. Thal advice is
vrystalized into action which ecan only
be regarded as running the Colony in a
-groove channel all the time. From
: - fo. year we have. the same {ype of
mmzzcm put forward.  The reason for

, :ﬁictmcm

'tﬁﬁ?
mi a small p&rt“ﬁhérewﬁﬁth the

cthe rural distriets and in

that we do not face g
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that 15 Lhat those who ave supmmi to
the Government have been allowed
fov dc:: 0 too long, perhaps. with il

noses in the Gty of Georgetown only,
with no eonsideration for the e cple i

the inte

and their development. I feel that those
are bossibly the three reasons why o
stand here-at - the threshold of  Durthe
frustration in 1951,

It 15 always painful to Have to rosort
to further taxation of the pesple. 1 would
rather like 1o koow that the Colony s
able to have inersased revenue so as io

reduce taxatien. We are  doing  the
reverse, ~ We are taxing an alveady

heavily taxed people; with the resuls that
the cost of living goes up in 4 spiral We
have taxed the people without any possi
bility of the revenue of the Colony be g
gingered up so as to hely in the develop:
ment of the Colony and fo benefit the
people indirectly, 1 think it was the hon,
the Fifth  Nowminated  Member (Wi
Smellie) who referred to the fact that
Government s securing & lafge amount
of  revenue, particularly  from Customs

cduties, gs g result of the bigher prices of

imported articles. As o result of devalun-
tion of the pound and the necessity o
rehabilitate - herself - Greal  Britain i
dumping goods upon this Color ¥y fo.the
extent of about five or ten times ihe
quanhw e&}mr%z:d to this country before
devaluation

Mr. SMELLIE: I apologize for in-

zer;m;:j%irxg the hon. Member but I must
diselaim having made any such remarks.

My, DEBIDIN: Some Member made
that vemark. Probably it tvas the hon.
Member for (}mrg@mwﬁ South  (Mr,
Carter) who has previously made s simi-
lar remark. Neverthelessy, let it be mine.
I am wery proud fo acvept respongibility
for the point 1 am making: It ig that it
must be patent fo every Member of thid
Couneil that the teverue Government is
ssturing. foday is merely a  holstered
tevenue which may or may not be sius-
tained. In other words, if prices 20 down
our Customs revenue will go doven, so
a very happy future,
with stability of prices and markets. For
this reason I must agree with the hon,
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,nhut for Ea :: ern. Berbice (Dr. Gon-
G } owho suggested the reintroducti
u:f the oxoess m’oﬁts tax, It geems to me
to be a very correct course (o adopt for

reason that Water Street merchants
{t making five times the profit

4

anothe same amount of bhusiness, because
ihe cost of the mported articles Is very
much higher. The pércentage of profit
which they are allowed must he greater
in view of the increased cost of thfa goods,
Thév are miaking congiderable profits as
osiilt of this inflation of the prices of

i
goods from  the United HKingdom, and
they ought not to grumble if and when
s profits tax is re:mpescd. I think

is a great deal of merit in the
sstion of the hon. Member. and if
nment does 1ot take action some

well move a motéon for
s profits

Mernber might
the re-introduction of the exces

My, CARTER, I think I
motion only twe weeks ago
subject,

tabled =
on the

By, DEBIDIN: I am glad to hear that,
The hon. Member will surely get my
support when he moves his motion, There

jast vear, and in the fubture. with
\x'hwh T would like to deal. First of all

vk the Administration is® top-heavy
for Hw Colony in the light of itg economic

u@vfﬁ(pmc nt, and, like one NMember who
y before, I feel that the pruning
might very well be used. I have

in mind certain Departments which might
vorys well be cut out. think that the
B.PI might be well wiped out in spite
the argument in its favour. That ig
my hardy annual but T think we could
save a congiderable sum of monev by so

doing. Then something ought to be done
about  the Transport and - Harbours

Department. The hon. Member for Ber-
bice River (Mr. Ferreira) has spoken on
this subject aind has tabled a motion with
respect to it. We have to pay & consider-
able sum of money every vear in the
form of a subsidy to this Departrent, and
tle hon, Member save that not only would
o muech money be saved but the resulting
inerease in vehicular traffic would benefit
the Colomy considerably by increased
revenie from licences on vehicles. It is
something which ought 1o be congidered.
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Then there is the B.G. Airways which
s a sore guestion with Members of this
Council including myself. On the advice
of certain technical advisers Government
spent nearly -a million dollgrs for the
purchase of Atkinson Field, the expendi-
eney of which I will not discuss nowe,
except to say that the cest of maintenance
of Atkinson Field, together with the sub-
sidy to B.G. Airways, will be a tremend-
ous drain upon the Colony’s resources.
To B.G. Alrways we had to pay $91.750
tast year, and I feel that if we had to
pay for all the internal air service we

require our expenditure would have
been dar less than $91,750. 1 think the
pruning knife might very well be used
thzre also.

Then there is the old guestion of
tourism, and also that of the Forest
Department, and 1 think a Department
which could be abolished entirely is that
of the Economic Adviser. We do not need
an Economic Adviser in this Colony.
That office iz one of the Colonial Develop-
ment & Welfare babies which this Colony
has taken over and has nursed to adoles-
cence. What is the value of our Financial
Secretary and Treasurer and his Deputy
if they are not able to carry the accounts
of our development programme which is
elow? If there is need for any control of
our Development Plan I venture to think
that a Committee comprising me, Chair-
men of all the Legislative Couneil Advi-
sory Committees could be appointed as a
Development Committee to advise Gove
ernment. A Committee of this Legislature
ought to know how well to develop their
country.  Whyv do we need te have a
trained Financial Secretary and in addi-
tion an Eeonomic Adviser with a large
stafl behind him? That is where a con-
siderable amount of money has  been
spent—something like $19,523;

We have another Department which
1 feel should also be abolished immedi-
ately. because it is a tremendous drain on
the resources of the Colony. T refer to
the Commodity Control Department. T
feel that commodity control ought to be
abolished immediately and so allow trade
to-run normally. T think there would be
less grumbling, better cormmercial enters
prise, and-smoether work in the commer-
cial community. There are {oo  many



mte\e%iq of ‘dw peapfc
this Depart-

thiﬁk ‘ihaf thm .
have L}f‘f‘ﬁt wcsﬂ served by
et in past _years,-but Hoday, hge the

BRI, it is (ompletely obkcvlﬁt&

I have mentloned those Depar trments

{0, show that they. entail a tremendous
amount of expenditure . which = thig
Colony "can ill afford to sustain, I, for
example a group of businessmen anm
this Colony and ran it as a business con-
cern o m&ke profit. they would hardly
have done some of the things which are
being done by Government. Let s think
of .the Colony as a business and we will
find ihat there are many directions in
which the nmnagxng director of such &
business would use the pruning knife and
get down to the real business of the
déwlopment of the Colony, the securing
of more revenue, and absorbing our .in-
crensing Dopulahon That is where I feel
some frustration at the present time, 1If
gavings werg que in. those directions I
have me\ntxoned there would be no need
to tax aerated drinks,

1 - have mentioned  the — Forestry
Department, not hecause I feel that we do
not n%d to have  a properly  run
I‘mestr;y Department; but because every
time a new industry is muoduced into
the Colony Government gears itself up
to such an extent and so prematurely
that it undertakes expenditure which
the Colony can -ill afford, - or which is
out of all proportion to the income from
the Departmznt.  In other words, .if we
should makn conslderabie profits  from
our tirnber resources there is no reason
why we should permit the frittering
away of thOSe profits which would help
to balance our revenue and expenditure
accounts:.  We find that the expenditure
on the Forestry Department has been in~
creasing more and more, and we do not

know how soon we will “find that our

revenue from the development of our
‘timber - resources by the C.D.C. will
actually enhance lotir ganexal reventie
We know that the revenue may be con-

have embarked upcn a Department off

thzs :uze at thxs partzcular tlme 1 trust

,powd so that nur txmber mdustry sho &, -
_give the Colony the Tevenue it deserves to

- ,D”zmm :eemff

get from it. That bmngs me to thp point
that wherever wasting assets are being
exploited this Colony should see to it
that it gets its pound of flesh from the ,
particular industry, 1 am perfectly cogni-
zant of the necessity that we should not
do anything to scare investors, but I can-
not see how timber operations on such 2

Lnge scale could ever be a failure

In the case of the bauxite industry
people from outside have told us that we
have one of the largest industries of its
kind in British Guiana, -and have asked
what are we getting from it? It is not
sufficient argument, as Your Excellency
once said to us; ‘te say that the bauxite
industry is providing employmen’f in this
‘Colony to the value of so many million
dellars. - We have to look and sae to what
extent the administration of the Colony
as such ig gaining in revenue from the
particular “industry, and I venture .to
think that ~ British  Guiana, if it had
nationalized the bauxite industry, would
have been a wealthy country. Therefore
the conelusion is that those who are con-
cerned ‘with ‘this particular md.ustry, as
one Member has put i, have gol away
with “Murder”. Personally I feel that we
are forgetting something and that is,
there. is -a shorfage of  bauxite in . the
world today. While I was in England year
before the last I visited the British In-
dustries Fair and was told that at Bir-
mingham where there are large manu-
facturing conceins there is great need
for aluminum and they are with great
difficulty getting that from Canada and
other sources. England is not gefting
the raw! material with which to manufac~
ture certain goods on account of shortage
of aluminum supply. I saw at this table
only vesterday a bulletin, which one
Member had, stating that the shortage is
to the extent of 35 per cent. and there is
now resort to-the use of more iron and
tin, It seems to me that if aluminum is a
scarce commodity, we in British Guiana
should not be afraid that the bauxite in-
dustry would pack up if 1t had to pay
its fair share ‘o the revenue of the
Colony. I fail to see how the impression
can be given — and it is deliberately
given — that bauxite must not be im-
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posed upon because if the company has
to close down it would mean a lot to the
Colony. If the company closes down, [
helieve, pthers would fake it over,

1 feed it ig an indusiry which this
Colony should nationalize with the help

of England, The CD.C. can come in
there and make guite a lot of money.
That ig to my mind an observation which
leads me to the taxation proposals so far
as bauxite is concerned. I do agree with
the hon, Member for New Amsterdam
{My. Kendall) when he said that the ore
itsel? dhould be taxed higher than 30
cenis per ton. A little over two years
sso when the hon, Mr. F, J. Seaford was
2 Member of this Council, I asked gues-
tions about this industry, and he said
there were three sets, He spoke about
“ealeined ore and particularly illustrated
that by the use of more energy and heat-
ing process it is produced. He gave us
the bmpression that the caleined ore is far
from being refined and takes a greater
gquantiiy of the raw ore to produce it. I
therefore folldws that if we had been
charging 30 cents per fon of raw ore we
should have been charging more for the
caleined ore. What has been happening
is that this Colony had been allowing
caleined ore to be exported at the same
30 cents per ton duly. If that had been
g6, then I say this Colony has been
robbed of a certain amount of revenue.
I wish to believe it was charged accord-
ing to the guanfily of raw ore used in
making one ton of caleined ore. Here
we are geeking to charge $1 for caleined
ore, and in my opinion it should be $1.50.
The duty was 30 cents per ton at the time
when things had not gone up and they
themselves must have been recelving
through Devaluation more for thelr ore.
When the time comess and this mesasure
comes to be passed I feel sure this Coun-
eil would have the opportunity of in-
creasing it sccordingly, We do feel that
the  bauxite indusiry in owr Colony
should give us far more than at present.

Why I am saving all that is because 1
feel it iz iniguitous, it is wrong, fo tax
a people who are trving their best fo
keep above the level of starvation. 1
feel all the measures here will be found to
be very baneful. We gre left on the homs
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of a dilemma whether o allow the Bud-
get o remain unbalanced or whether
we should try and balance the Budget.
Honestly speaking, I do not know what
to do. What must the Council do? It
seems we must try and reshuffle our
taxation measures and gel more from
those industries thal can pay and reduce
that from those which cannot pay. Other
Members have already spoken on the
other messures and I do not intend o
repeat what has been said, but T must
say something on the posial charges
which are being imposed. 1 know and
I have had many complainis and letters
from the rural districts of the Colony
where the people are slready feeling the
strain and pressure in having fo pay
more for telegrams and for letiers. The
ordinary man who wants to write a letter
has to spend three cents for a stamp in
addition to oblaining paper and envelope,
Now he i3 to be made fo put g four cenls
stamp on thalt letier. My objeclion o
it is fundamental. It is something which
is based on a principle and that is since
the postal services of the Colony must be
regarded ag a utility service, it ought
not to be made a burden on the people
and as though that business of
Government iz not a social service
meagure. Apart from that, I was rudely
shocked by knowing when I rang &
Magistrate at Buxton from Georgetown
and was told that I have to pay 18 cents
for the celll The Magistrate said he
thought he might have to pay it as ¢ per-
sonal charge, Af Mahailea and other places
where people used to have easy coms-
munication with Georgetown, and it seems
very important that it should, this
imposition infroduced iz one of no small
order to them. It is something to be op-
posed, something which does not make far
the good government of the Colony for
the people will be very much annoyed
over the measure,

The postal charges and telecommuni-
cation charges so far as business is con-
cerned, the richer people have fo bear
that and I am not going to guarrel very
much about those, but the postal charges
and frunk call charges should not be so
drastic. I agree with those who spoke
about the proposed fees of Queen’s College
and Bisheps” High School. - I.would gy
that in England to a very large extent
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secondaty education is free, and I do not
see why we of this Colony ought not to
have secondary education feee here. Since
we know that at Queen's College and
Bishops’ High School there is better ac-
commaodation, better staff and everything
has improved and salaries have gone up,
there may be some justification in some
of the fees going up, but 1 feel like the
hon. the Fifth Nominated Member that
such a high percentage should not be im-
posed bul a small percentage of 10 per
cent. ‘ :

My, SMELLIE: 1 am sorry fo inter-
rupt the hon. Member, but 1 must dis-
claim having made that statement.

My, DEBIDIN : 1 am sorry but some
Nominated Member did. - Sir, T feel that
the time has come when, perhaps, Govern-
ment may have to appoint a Legislative
Council Advisory Commitiee on finance.

We are moving towards self-government

and cabinet governmenti, and everything
is being asked for. It seems the time is
vipe when the peopls should be able to
se¢  long before the hon. the Financial
Secretary comes o this Couneil the need
for g6 and so, I am not satisfied that the
Executive Council of the Colony should
also be given that unlimited power to
advise vou. T think, if measures of
finance which have a direct bearing on
the development of the Colony can be
gone into by a proper body -~ T am
thinking of a Development ‘Committes
with various chalrmen — something can
be done to have a check on expenditure.
I say this because I am alarmed at the
manner in which sxtraordinary expendi-
fure comes up to be passed in Finance
Committee, especially when  we can
hardly balance our budget. We should
do something fo go into this matter long
= before the money is actually spent When
most of the money has been already
spent or has been passed for spending
the matter comes to us just mervely for
~us mechanically to say “Yes” or “No'*
If we say “No" it has hardly any effect,
I think that something in that direction
should be done, On the whole I am not
very happy over our financial position.
It ds oui of keeping with the real

possibility. of our Colony, the potential~
ities of its resources. Our financial posi-
tion reflects that much more can be done

an that.
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by the administration, particularly by
the Agricultural Department of our
Colony. If I be permitted before taking
my seat I will mention one or two points

Counet

‘The whole country of British Guisna
has only one thing to turn to and that
Is agriculture, but we find  that the
Agricultural Deparfment is not co-nperats
ing with the people of the Colony not
in the slightest degree. It seems to me
there is no fixed system of economic
crops and development of the Colony
agriculturally. - It is no use to say the
rice industry and the sugar industry ave
developed. They are there and have
developed themselves. We would like
to know that theve is a planned economy
in so far as agriculture is concerned. 1
want to say further that our  Land
Settlement Schemes in ihis Colony are
far from being troe land settlemente T
say that without hesitation,  because 1
know what has hapvened at Cane Grove
I feel suspicious that Cane Grove ig being
kept like that -in order that the people
should scatter and go to the plantations
and other places of cheap  employment,
and so prevent Government having the
great task of finding homes for the families
there as proposed. Only a faw families
there can be properly haused and taken
care  of. That particular scheme is
nothing but a business proposition  of
Government. It owns everything and
leases the lands to the people, T want
to see the position where the people of
this Colony are given lands either on
long term lease or on a freshold basis,
where instead of spending $20,000 to buy
houses for Government Servants two or
three plantations are bought on ‘the
river banks of the Colony which have
good possibility - for agriculture without
the difficulty of irrigation and drainage,

The PRESIDENT: - May I remind
the hon. Member that at Cane Grove
Government or rather the taxpaver has
spent $3% million for 300 familics If
that is not helping the people I do not
know what is. The hon Member knows
guite well that is €0,

_ Mr. DEBIDIN : T join issue with you
Sir, on - that Cane Grove Settlement
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Seheme, I $3% million was spent, it was
only o enrich the people who owned

the esfate. The estale was made richer

with certain projects—the potting up of a

dryer and a bond and paying a big staff.

(iive the people the land divided up into

parts-se that each person can own five

acves and, 1 claim, those people will

have a thriving village, each one having

the incentive to develop the place. Had

that been done, vou would not have had

to spend one-third of that 33 million,

That iz what I feel,

The PRESIDENT: 1 do not folow
the hon, Member's reasoning!

DEBIBIN:  All that is being

gpent ig to increase the wvalue of the
estate,

The PRESIDENT: Does the hon.
Member suggest Government 13 making

profit out of Cane Grove?

My, DEBIDIN: It is making a profil
aut of La HBonne Mere,

The PRESIDENT :
profit.

It is making no

My, DEBIDIN: La Boone Mere is
a coconut and vice estate which any

person could have bought for more than
$100,000 and made a very happy income
from it. But Government hag that as &
business, because it iz rventing out the
lands to the people. T am ceriticizing the

method of land settlement. 1 would
rather see the tvpe of land tlement
which 18 so much needed. There arve
lands on the East Bank Becbice and

srara. Let us buy some of the
estates, empolder them and give them

to the people on long term lease or for a
gmall amount paid over a period. From
what I know of a group of people on the
second depth of Pln. Hope — theyv have
developed & permanent crop holding
valued $40,008 by their own initiative. —
T feel that in a Colony with so much
land the people should be given land and
if they improve it it is thelr own. That is
to my mind the solution for our inereas-
ing populztion and a selulion of our cost
of lHving problem. I we produce more
we also reduce our copt of living in the
Colony, T ant not happy over the agri-
cultural plan for the Colony. ¥ am net
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Happy over our land settlements which
to take off our extra population
Those are the two souress which shounld
be locked into and T would be the hap-
pler if those two diffleulties sre owvers
come, I will end by trusting in spite of
the criticisms offeved that the vear 1851
would seem as i a folry godmother’s
wand w waved over us-—all the dark
clouds would rell by and we would bave
a very prosperous Colony and develop-

ayve

2

ment would stddenly bring out such
new avenues that we would not only

hope for a better fulure bul we would
be actually seeing a progressive and
betier {uture,

Mr, LUCKHOO: Sir, it was with

peculiar interest that I listened to the
Budget Slatement and that I have
attempted to study it The line of
approach which I wview this malter is

aftert this one:  Huoman nature s the
same the world over., & man who works
degires for himself and his family & cer-
tain amount of security, and he iz happy

as long as he has that security., That
security,  however, s disturbed when

his own personal budgel iz nol or can-
not be balanced, when his expenditure
is move thap his iocome. 1 know inbi-
mately %k the poorer classes of this
Colony ave facing today the difficulty of
not being able to balance their budget. It
is because of that reason I feel that in
making my humble contribution to this
debate T should to the best of my ability

de  everyihing possible o show why
those people in the lowest income groups,
the poor, should not be burdened

further with any increase in taxation
It is the principle that the sublect oughi
to  contribute . towards the support of
government ag nearly as possible o his
abilityv. That is. in proportion o the
revenue from which they derive direct
protection of the State thev should make
ihis contribution. 1 venture to ssv that
in this Colony the lowest income groups
are taxed up io the hilt to meet their
contribution, and i money has to be
found — T chserve that $1L.500,000 must
be oblained by means of incraased tax-
ation — then we mist turn from those
who are already hedvily burdened to
to use the owdinary term “Tax the rich
o - thosg who can better afford it




' iaxge}lv ;m%anws of taxation w :
{hings 4l Pm’aa«} Charges  dre *zmeez
' ad over the whole eon

munily Wﬁ@ré&s ‘the rich gzng the f:gmx
alike are taxed. SBir, 1 am fotally and

abisolittely opposed “at this stege fo fhat
form of tawabion in that and other in-
stances 1 shall come to later. 'Taxation
in any form is not pleasa t. Tt must
arotise coniroversy. It is an unplessant
duty, but it it is to be done, 1 say, let us
take every pretaution to see that *!i’dféa
who are taxed are those better able to
afford it 4 ms‘o who are rich are those wh
should be taxed, wi'me:m‘f fee fouge &
vahzﬁ exgmg ston —~ “Raving their backs
broken?. . There ‘are  many  examples
which can be given to illustrate the
point T am endeavouring to malke. The
zerated waters duty is something which
hag already had many doughly opponents
and does net need my assistance.  But
that rather exemplifics what' 1 am think-
ing at the moment - Here you have a
beverage awhich iz consumed by the
veneral com ity, o Ttods notoa lusury
TPaxation on that particular beverage s
tuxation  which will he felt by the
very poorsst- clagees and groups, wheteas
it Iuxuriss were taxed — lscuries which

the  poor individuals cannot afford {o
buy < it mesns that thoze who are in @

on would  be opes 1o
onsibility and contribute

better - po
assume that re

still further to that fost. T ssy, we should
first consider inxation of that type —
further taxing  lusuries, laxing  your

beer snd your whisky and other articles
of that tvpe. I do urge that, beeause I
know the condition as mueh as T have
rament iself appre-
ty with which the
¢ asgociated It iy within

ne’ x:immt the {mv

very peopl

my owhn knowledge that' those p@ﬂple

find it hard to balance their own' per-
sonal budget and are forced to i to
mnnayémderg dﬁﬁ pawmﬁmm,

meyimﬁe% in this mmmumw
do thriving }m, esa,‘ Here is snother
gourte  where we tan - gob additional
AL the present miement the
lers' 1i 5 85 for 3
in existence for some
on the records 638

There are

Vears.

l‘f yu*z mc{h} Eh@ 621}

mem&:viwdf T
pay & tax of $25 o 550 a ye

who are capable of

ar yvau would

get - a o contribubion of - npproximately
$80.000 & wear fo revenue, Then there

are vour pawnshops. Again 1 speak of
my personal knowledge. I happen 10 be -
o shavcholder and know that their re-
turhs are very good indeed.  They too

nosland additional taxation Then we
can turn 1o a deparbment with wiich 1
o faeniliay ——the Magistrates Courls -
whet'e you have the conservative estimate
of some 40,000 cases filed @ year. The
feeis. four - ghillings. - An exlya
shilling there would bring in.an appres
ciable amount of revenue:

£3
Aok ..59;

Lt me glve a further example. In
the Possession Court o fes of 60 cents
iv pald for o suromons for possession. I
a kindlord summons g tenant for atreats
of rent say $100, the filing foe is 3240
Ioohe cdakes  oproceedings o both o for
possession and arvears he nmv pays o fee
af 60 eents. I8 dgoa ocurious  abomaly
There are-hundreds of cases of thiz kind
filed inthe various Courts of the Colony,
dnd -additional revenue can be secwred
from this souree. :

1 agree entirely with the hon. Member

for Eastern Demerarg (Mr. Debidind in his
apposition - lo the addition of one cent o
the inland - postage  rates.  From lime

nemorial w penny stamp has been pud
eipts from $10 upwards, and a four
starip on recelpte from 850 up to
hundred million dollars.
some  shding scale of
p duty swen ay i the case  with
sromissory zwzm, so that receipis given
for large sums . of money might carry
sppropriste stamp duly. '

centy
a-million oroa
There should be

Those ave Just 4 few ex: L?lxl}i’&'c} at
‘z'an.}sm which ave intended to ease the
:&umﬁ*x wr}'gh nrw falls on pich and poor
g it g little ‘left of centre
to the ,I‘inh%?:}l G more Drosperous  group.
There are & few comments T wish to make.
In his Budget  Statement the hon the
Financial Secretary made this observation:
“For example, nobwithstanding the

gost reasons that Lﬂt‘b‘?ubiﬁdﬁ? now
i fms* the wlwziz m Qi ;wleiv pkx =
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Se aiu for export
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al mm world-wide,
2 material for
seq which, I have seen
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that sort set up in
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; of providing homes
ose people who ave practically home-
would also bring in additional
; an export trade.
ne cther concern,
direction. Beo
e.raw ;rzafwr%i which
sent abroad
Y have that
) '1"1 also in our
‘;. Both our bauxite and
sent abroad 10 he refined
to aee the day when we
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""V sugar ig

: There jg very good
not generally refined
ul parts of the world,
iosugar ¢ the United King-
3 9.(3 wos}ﬂ mmz g very much

Nr. LUCKHOO . Nevertheless, it is

i1l worth conszidering, nking in terms
fhe Colone, T understand  that at

itvlugt they are ahout to introduce a
mq to gvf;fxdﬁ{f{% afined sugsr for
geems to me a

That
tion, and one syould
7 h.ﬁ mf:»:** o{’ the

making passing comments on a
faxation proposals 1 owould
sint only in respect of
an atrsied  walers.
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There is a lot that can be said about it,
instructed -as we all are by the petition
which hag been presented, that it iz a
form of direct and indirect faxstion. It
iz indivect in that it would be pasged on
to - the consumer, and it is alss direct
because it is -on  the manufactured
product. I Is common knowledge that
the manufacturers have returned to them
large quantities of drinks — rejects, or
hottles which are leaking. They also
supply drinks to their employees Wm«z}x
I am informed, amount {o large quantities,
and to charifies Al thoge drinks are
manufactured, and it means that the
manufacturer himself would have o
pay the iax on such drinks which are
given to emplovees snd to chavity, I
mention that as an additional point o
the several other points raised in favour
of the withdrawal of this proposed tax,

In regard o inland postal charges 1
would like to take this opportunity o
make particular mentlon of the position
of sugar estates where there iy no personal
delivery of letiers to the workers. The
position ig that letters are delivered at
the offices of the estates where g list is
put up, and if o worker happens to be
passing by and seés his name on the list
he calls for his letter which had heen
stamped and posted for delivery. There
have been many complaints agaginst this
procedurse, and one recognized union has
taken oppoviunity to make representations
on pehall of some 20,000 or 30,000
workers. Al one period it wag thought
that Government, or the postal authorities,
were 1 agreement with the view. that

there should be -personal delivery of
lefters to Individual workers on sugar
estates. - There were minor difficulties,

sueh as the fact that there were several
persons of the same name, but those were
difficulties which could be overcome if
a proper sysiem were adopted whereby
an estate might be divided into sections

which  oould  bhe numbered. We find,
however, that after considerstion of the

matier the postal authorities decided that
they were not in a uocsition {36 they say)
to carry out personal delivery of letters.

Added to that a letter hus come from
the Sugar Producers’ Association in which
they say that as from the Ist of April,



1051, they
v@s:zi@sn :
that

wz}z cease to ciahvar ’l%’c@m to
1 the es - betause they feel
“the  duly of
't@ deliver lelters = a view
ieh I cheartily  agree. What is
gomng to happen to those people on the
eatmteq if the management will not take
the responsibility, and I do not see why
they should.  In my opinion it is a very
unfortunate system whereby lefters are
not delivered divectly.  Littls “things of
that nature become irksome and create
some amount of disorder in the minds of
individuals. I do urge that if an additional
cent stamp has to be put on, that lefters
addressed. to individuals on sugar estates
should be delivered by the postal author-
ities. I urge thal very strongly, becapse
one can wvisualize the vnusual situation
which will arige on the lst-of April
am hoping that the postal authorities will
veconsider their decision and do what s
only fair and equl mbie 1o the people on
sugar e&.tai}e@ :

Iam opposed to the proposed increase
of 25 per vent. on the school fees at
Queen's College and “the Bishops” High
School for Girle for the reason which 1
mentioned in my opening remarks. I am
‘opposed to  any  texation which has a
tendency to fall upon the poor man or
the lower income group. I know of my
persenal knowledge many cases in which
parents nake great sacrifices In order
that their children may have the best
possible ~ opportunity - to - acquire | a
secondary edusation. 1 dam not saying
that the fees proposed are extravagant,
but they are being raised 1o-an extent
which many parents would not be able to
afford. - 1 am told that the new Queen's
College building will only house some 500
students. I hope that is not correct. A
large and beautiful edifice like that should
be gble to house twice that number; and
we should 'y o provide an opportunity
for nearly all the voungsters who will
wish 0 gvail themselves of the education
pw:}mfieci at Queen College. It the diffi-
culty is one of getting Masters, or any-~
thing of that sorh, surely that can be
overcome, but I am scmewhat alarmed
when 1 hear that only 500 students will
be pamnﬁeé to eni;ey the new ereems
C;aﬂa;e:@

“Tam Mf;’%z f;@ make refwencg m %}w

the postal

- hamanly

NCIL,

rising cost of livi
almost Jost ’mm
use. o However

it that *hnw p{ ile

4
here is no doubt about

vho are getting &

- little more money should not be placed in

the position of peceiving with ong band
and Having to spend with the other.  Let
those of us who are in @ betler position
be mads t0 o pay  more  taxes, because
money has to be found. As far ss it s
possible we  should try o
prevent the weight from falling on those
who can - least bear i, and divert it p
thoze with broader shounldere

There  have heen many  criticisms
gainst the tax propossls, bul thers iz a
very happy aspect to which 1 woulg like
to refer. The st of certain essentisl
cemymodities, Customs duties on which
are being refunded, will be extended 1o

include such - articles - as pickled pork,
canned fish, piekled mackerel, cooking

butter, margarine and chesse,  This s 1o
me @ very happy feature in g budget
upon which o much criticissa has been

levelled. Those gre  articles which the
ordinary cman yuses  daily. . The o rieh

mat does also, but T am coneerned at
the mement with the lowey income group.
I arust that Government will explore all
the markets possible to see that we purs
chage from the cheapest possible markets,
especially such foodstulls: as Hour, con-
densed milk, and fhings of that nature.
I do not know whether subsidization of
certain - of  those  essential  comunodities
might not also assist the sithation, but of
course subsidization would cost moeney,
and another argument against it ig that
the rieh would benefit as much as the
poor. - Before I take my seat T would like
1o sav that 1 consider the Budget State-
ment a'very keen abalysis of the finances
of the Colony, and 1 take it thet the hon.
the Financial Secretary will remember
Edmund Burke’s famous words ; s tax
and please fo more than to love and be
Wige i3 not granteg to man”

- Mr. FARNUM: - I would first like 1o
congratulate the hon: the Finanecial Secre-
tary on his comprehensive review of the
finances of the Colony and the prospects
he has outlined for this vear and future
vears. 1 would alss hw to sympathize
with him, because I vealize that he had
very difficult task o find wavs and mean
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think it z
attention
m-‘ e, dr;ri

I feel témk weoare a

VERY POl v, and in these days of
vizing the necessity o look
atound for increased taxation we should
eliminiate certain ma:'g%, I yefer first of
aii ”%F- o 51 of the Esti-

s, Public Officers,
wirses for
v of $5,000.
Cotony's
’w% gz z,ész;m Farm School
in Trinidad. Those three items mmount
to practicatly 830,000, 1 do not think the
has come when we can afford that

Lo

%‘3 300, T‘zzm for
iﬁw {‘}ﬁ*{éem Ntuw: i,;:

contriby &zmz i..u,a

contribution 1o the Farm School, nor do 1
we ean afford to continue those

SETVET
trouble in s
srnber last veny

was py
n czf a:mfﬁ servants’ salaries

gested, I think, é,mi they should
21 an }w m@’fe per day, because he

Perhaps I
yving this,

taelvil
may b%z fm‘z{*r‘ s for
ut i$ x&*@ﬂ s“em

: Secretary

when the
asaing for the
he gug-

wWork

full siszy"s; W‘{zr.%»; ,E als

A.?{?. at

who wag. then pr 2, - remark
they were a lot of rma}:~w ehery in the

7
Civil Service. Suvely, Sir, in these days of

riging prices and the strained condition
of the Celony's finances, colvil servants
are- not entitled to continue fo reesive

those privileges,

For
the credit of ﬁf
be halanced.

p{';‘é‘%é sion a
w, and with

our permission,
£ which savs:

“The Nationg

i Production Admine
istretion dssueg NPA Order M-7 on
N ember ?@q ng & 35 per cent.

setion in civilian alummzzm S E}Iﬁc
Ef‘feww Jdmxazs 1, producers will not
be peamitted 1o use more than 63 per
cent. of h’zf‘* mmmhw avérage amount
consumed for eivilian purposes 6&{111*”
the frst six mwﬁm of this vear

“In - anpouneing ta@ restrietio
NPA  Director Willlsm  H Harrison
explained . that the ‘f“éfx*'m*zmem pro-
gramme will wqmr‘e about 30 per cent.
of the nation’s annual aftxzmnmn" Do
dustion of one million fong,
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T am informed that the Berbice Come
i also dincreasing s production of

2 in view of what I have just

read it g olear. that ouy praduction of
%;mxzw will ‘be st the masimum, and 1
zmi the estimated revenue of $300,000

ssed tax ono hauxite will
reach half a million dollars.

1 think, however, that we should look
around for other sources of revepue.
hawe in mmind the suggestion of the hon

the Seventh  Nominated  Member (Mr.
L 'mz o) of increased stamp  duly on

receipts. He also suggested an increase
in moneyvienders’ Heenee, 1 happen 1o bt‘
a member of the Commities appointed to
copsider the que v oof the revision of
the  Pawnbrokers and Moneylenders
Ordinance, and g0 Ez» as we have gone
we feal ‘chﬂ the
she he f"‘e&sed
ears to ‘“}5{3 per year.
there are 660 moneyien

for three
ssurning that
ders in the Colony
one can quite see that 2 largey sum of

gwm $5

wounld be collegted. IF the sug-
have made are adopted I see

money
sestions 1

ne need io tax  afrated walers or i
increase the tax on life insurancg com-
panis: 1 feel that a tax on. aeraled

drinks wwould . reduce consumptlon and
result  in  reduced employment, and 1
think we glready have enough unemploy-
ment in the country, 1 know that several

of the @ 4 water factortes condem-
plate  acquiring  additional  machinery
which would provide more. srplownent,
but the proposed tax would make them

cancel thely a{ie s and 1D
duetion in %wmmg with the
sumption. I am opposed
aerated waters,

a1t their pro-
reduced con-
to the tax on

A5 repards the proposed increased
tax on lifes insurance companies I would
point out that most of the polivies are
for 3500 and $1.000. It iz an investment
which ithe middle clogs man makes in
order to protect himself in his old age
azm his family i casg of death.  Life
urance companies derive their revenue
from investments, and we all know that
t’h@ viﬂ"m on investments has dropped and

ropping.  In adgition to that the com
j;:va,zms have had lo meet demands from
thelr staff for increased salaries in view
of the high cost of lving. Consequently
the proposed tax would deprive them of




hods gwa?ly oai
and whic
‘on the money
holders.

fa; @C"l}”d’y e new telephoneg rates,
v rimt m avernanent

'{* neral doey s not
e e bm@mew mws having
n seh uwrs:awz;% 10 %110 vesidential

sindve it to-apply
sa;s’ sorates to the countiy districts
s on the Bast Coast, Demerara,
i"uww yt‘if ypay these same rales, and 1 do
ot know if it s known to Your Excel-
that many a day g subseriber there
: gt c'*mxwtzmx to - Georgelown.
Sm"e}y it is unfair to charge those peopls
the same rates as iHose in Georgsiown
“who have the-use of thelr telephones all
night and at all times. Someone speaks
g to me some days ago eaid I notiesd
gume time ago thet His Excetlency s
advising persons to take up residénce in
the villages and those who are there 1o
remiain theres Surely His Excellency does
not know this new tax that iz being
imposed on us will not encourage us 1o
rediain there In fact T do not see my
way. to remain in the country districh
I am going to go into Gemrgetown where
T can get the full Bensfil of my tele-
phone” That is a matler which T ask
Your BExcellency to give some attention
to, bem use “i ihm i in manifestly unfair,

As regards the postal charges 1 do not
think that Government will  get  the
revenue it expects from this increase. I
think in Gesrgetown, Sir, that many
firmg will uge personal delivery and Goy-
epnment will not get that revenue which
it did from that source. Persons in the
mmm districts will T think, wiite less.

1 do think it imposes a great hardship.

On the whole 1 do not agree with taxing

aerated water and «rj,rirfka I d0 not agree
with further taxing the insurance com-
gamm&. 1 do not agree with this increase
of postal rates, becauss T feel that these
impositions ave going to hit the small man
more than anyvone else and already he has
a very hard time to make two ends meet.

M,

PETERS: Sir, like some of the

: ‘mﬁ:u’rama Council Wlm
F&mﬁ zﬂc 1 &iﬁ@ ﬁé@wzm o {:ﬁm

E‘ umwc*z' an hiv h&&rtx«
hing presentation a}i his Baﬁﬁ&t for
cwears . Netoonly doo 1 mngf&m}ﬂe
hﬂz‘t I orast alse comumiserate
se 1 believe that if there has ever
@ time when he has bad fo lose
a slespless night in arder to be
to ‘present his Budget before this

e

Couneil, that time ds now. He cerfainly
ciauzmmeq sur sympathy, as widg said by

one hon, Mamber who has plready spoken,
becanse he like yvourself had been caucht
in what I owould deseribs as @ world
whirhwind wiomentum of & hypec-viclous
cponomic cirele. We have for the past
ear or two been facing every mow and
again a call for more wages, and some of
us sitting at the ringside of this clamour
arid shout have been feeling increasingly
that, iland ‘when this call is satisfied, the
uneseapable corollary . would be more
taxation. And then one would expect
that if taxation is droposed there must
needs be an inerépses in the cost of living,
and then in the long mun one would have
as another corollary. anether clamour for
more Wwiages; and 5o Wwe have been having
it coming up from time o fime more
ges more taxation, more taxation more
: and inereased cost of living that ¢
s 28 thouvh it had been going on ad
mfindtum, ¥ has ogone  ono to o the
extent where today the whole Colony is
aroused not bhecause the people of the
Colony are opposed to taxation bul be-
umm therg is a strong feeling that the
time has come for us to address ourselves
to the probleny which call for immediate
attention, the problem not only of redbe-
ing the {0% of living but of evolving
seme means by which we shall be able
1o find the wayv oui of thiz vicious cirele
i owhich  we are “involved -and  which
threatens {o overwhelm us in a sea of
hitter %“md:v ation and disgust :

o

A

If there is anvthing in the Budget
Statement - which  seems 3o be very
specious by virtue of it absence, it s that
while the hon.  the PFinancial Secrefary
seems 10 higve been st paing fo suggest of
recomimend  that  certain taxes imposed
should be levied here and theve thmugha»
out the Colony, there does not seem,
save in zm insigniticant ‘mdfmﬁf as r&fevwz{
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10 by my hon friend, the Seventh Nomi-~
nated Member (Mr. Luckhoo), to be any
ious effort {o bring 4o the Council any
on. B to where we may either
 eliminate if possible the burden
e Colony has to carry, where there
¢ gervices which need fo be utterly
snsed with and offices which may be
duced in stafl or abandoned totally.
’?‘hém can be no doubt that the cost
of tunning the Government had been
mounting by Ieaps and bounds from year
to vear and, of course, if that is so the
people must be taxed, because the running
of the government is the people’s affair
and they must be taxed in order 4o face
the hurden lawposed upon them by this
ingressing cost of carrying on the Gov-
ernment of our Colomy.

There has been a very wise and
necessary demsnd oitered here and there
now  and agein that there should be
increased production in our Colony, Bui
have we, 1 ask, addresged ourselves to
this economic challenge In any serious
measure whatever 7 1 cerfeinly would
sy “No, we have not addressed ourselves
as we ought constructively 4o the imple-
menting of what seems o be a very
ardent desire on our part that production
might be improved and increased.” Mot
g0 long ago it was my good fortune - it
is common knowledge now - to wvisit
“vinidad, and I was taken up to what is
known over there ag “Saddle Hill”. Ag T
stond on the crest of that hill and looked
out en the landscape beyond, I saw before
me miles and miles of ecitrus products
and, if my vision told me the truth, it
seams to me I saw grape fruit irees,
orange irees, lime {rees, lemon irees on a
very vast plantation. When 1 saw that,
T enuld not but feel this: Why could not
swe in British Guiana with a territory so
vash have scores and gcores of such plan-
tations 7 If we found it very difficult to
grow our citrus products why could we
not have a canning plant,  as  was
attemmted here some vears ago, in order
to make marmelade ete, which can be
exported, as was suggested by some
speaker?  That brings to my mind this
criticism that our agricultursl department
should be put to work o assist and take
Ca lead i oo matter of this nature. I do
“grant that the Department has done the
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Colony grest and wvaluable service in the
past, but we cannot dare with any
measure of wisdom to 1 ok upon that
service, valuable as it is, and say 1o it
“Ax it wag in the wglxﬁmmg is how and
ever shall be, world without end, amen’.
We ghould say to the Agricultural De-
partment “If  wou  have conguered
fields a}r&ady there are vaster fields yet fo
come”, and if they Agricultural Depart-
ment has not the staff sufficient for such
purposes, then Eet us give the Department
the staff; and if the Agrieuliural Depart-
ment has men from the top right down
to the bxtom who are incapable of w-
shall T say - exercising {this new urge to
conguer new fields for -the economic
development of this Colony along agri-
cultural lines, then it should be our pain-
ful duty to say to them “Pack up and
leave”,

Mr. FARNUM: With vour permis-#
sion, Sir, T just want to explain some-
thing. I would lke 10 sav that the Agri-
cultural Department is about ip instal a
small camning plant to do experiments
with cifrus and other fruits.

The PRESIDENT:
Mr. PETERS:

That is quite s

That is very vefresh-
ing information, but it Is somewhat
belated. Vet they must be congratulated
for having made a start. We pass from
that 1o the guestion of another local
industry, for instance that of the cigar-
ette producing industry in cur land. In
our Colony history has disclosed 1o us
that it is possible for us o grow-—and we
have grown already-—valuable, useful and,
although I do not smroke I dare fo say,
delicious tobacco in our Colony. Why
should we not say to the Agricultural
Department “Here is another direction in
which your services might be gainfully
employved for the benefit of the Colony.”?

Mr. ROTH: To a point of informa-
tion! The hon. Member may remember
that some wyears ago this Council voted
quite an sppreciably sum of moeney for
that purpose and an Officer from Africa
spent two vears in thizg Colony studying
the question, and i turned éut that con-
ditinms here are wnol sultable to produce
successfully a tobacco similar to the one
they were producing in Jamaica.
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Mr. PETERS: Again that is wvery
refreshing information, but if we are
growing tobacco here let us grow more.
Let us grow more food, grow more
tobacco if it can be put into use.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER: I must rise to support
the hon. Nominated Member. The ques-
tion of growing tobacco has been dealt
with expertly by special investigation
paid for taree to four years ago, and the
result wag as the hon. Nominated Mem-
ber has said. It/ is perfectly true that we
can grow a refreshing type of tobacco
which, I believe, some Members of this
Council know, but we cannot grow it suc-
cessfully as an industry. I ask the hon.
Member not to press too hard that we
start on that hoax again.

Mr. PETERS: I am going to because
the trouble is, there is always the disposi-
tion to disprove what we can grow in
this land. Some time ago one of our
colonists returned from abroad where he
had made a considerable sum of money
and invested here in the project of rearing
bananas. Before long an expert was
brought out and he examined the kind of
bananas that can be produced on that
plantation, and then in the long run he
reported that so far ag British Guiana is
ccncerned it cannot produce bananas of
any marketable value whatever at all
That is my information. But I know that
particular gentleman was very much dis-
couraged. And this reminds me of a
joke :. An old deacon used to tell ug in
the U.S.A. of 3 gentleman who liked very
often to break the law, but before he did
that he would go to a hedge-lawyer to be
advised. Very often he was able to get
by with his violation of the law. He was
at last caught after he had got advice
from the hedge-lawyer. When he was in
prissn behind the cell bars, he asked that
the hedge-lawyer should visit him. The
hedge-lawyer went and the man said to
him “I consulted you about so-and-so and
you told me so-and-so. I did it and they
picked me up and put me in gaol”. The
hedge-lawyer replied “They cannot put
vou in gaol”, and they had an argument
over it but there he was in goal. We
are growing bananas all over this land.
We are eating bananas every day, and
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yet somebody comes from abroad and
tells us we cannot rear bananas here.

Mr. FARNUM: May I again«refresh
the hon. Member by telling him that at
present there are two experimental ‘plots
of bananas being conducted by the Agri-
cultural Department under the charge of
a Jamaican who has come down for the
purpose. One plot is Plantation Wales and
the other plot is at Vergenoegen. As far
as he has gone he has given very favour-
able results and he hopes we would be
able to establish g banana industry. I
may mention it is not the old type, but
it is the “lacatan” for which type British
Guiana is particularly suitable.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER : The Gros Michel
banana of Jamaica can grow all over
British Guiana. Nevertheless, as a planta-
tion crop, it is doomed here for the
very same reason that it is doomed in
Jamaica, and that is the famous Panama
disease; and anyone who attempts to go
in for it on plantation lines is bound to
lose msoney. There was an experiment
on the West Bank, Demerara, four or five
years ago, where it was demonstrated that
it could not be done profitably here.
That is why this discovery of another
type of banana which is capable of being
exported and is not liable to Panama
disease (but God knows what other
disease may develop), is being investi-
gated. We have started this experiment
on the West Bank, Demerara, which is
referred to in the Budget Statement, with
great hope of success. If it does succeed
then we have something there.

Mr. PETERS: My hon. friends have
been carrying coals to Newcastle. I am
fully aware that there is an attempt to
produce the lacatarn banana in thig Col-
ony. But what I am trying to say is this:
Why must we wait until now, these latter
years, to proceed along such lines,
whereas we should have adopted that
policy years ago?

The PRESIDENT: The lacatan
variety has only been discovered as
marketable three or four years ago. It
only got on the market as the result of
this very serious Panama disease. It was



I am very grateful to
Lknow that 20 years ago
England 1 saw bananas

¥

Id which were of the same
£ we produced -in  British
is still producing now. And

“the U.S.A0 1 had the same ex-
perience. If Jamaica in those days could
have produged bananas of an inferior
guality thay could be exporied to England

2

and the U.BA., why could we not have
done - likewise, congidering  whatever

might be the quelity of that particular
produce? We did not have the vision at

the time to get up and see what was
happening in Jamaica,  Today we are
sxperimenting with the Tacaian  spe

and I hope that the benediction from on
high would fall on the effort,

There
desire 1o

things 1
guestion

one or two other
We come to the

of  the fax of one commeodity and
ancther, gree who have

preceded me and have felt that the im-
positien of the faxes :
hon, the Financial Sec

er, while revealing the apparent
one who had been at pains (o s;urd@,\i,
ways and means of balancing the Budget,
they seem also to be the result of one
who had been onnao(,d in performing the
acrobatic feat of & sr, in that ot caw
o the gu »imn mm ing cannot he
done and it has to M {one and. I have to
put my braing and work early and lale
in order to gee that it be done; time iz
runping havd against me; I have {o pro-
duce the goods and swre as you live when
that

SAICCE

day comes the goods will be pro-
wduced.  But one wondérs if the hon. the
Financia] Secretary and Treasurer had
been fortunate encugh to have been
working in the old hioned commitice

of the old Liegislatuve knoawn as The Wa
and Means

¢ Commitie, wherein he ¢ uld
have been advised by othe

s who would
put therr minds 1o th

gearching task of
hala *m‘*m«* %’fw bmmm of ihz: (“.fﬁ{m};,
whether

have stil
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I have inmind which bave been vef
{o by the hon. the
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WMember (Mr. Luckhoo), - Take. for in-
the Stamp duty on receipts. It is

from. $10 to §80 and bevond
atever may be the magnitude of
: mizum nsthing more than four
man can come into our Colony
$1,000,000 worth of business
he nas 1o give g receipt for that,
‘ed. to pay as Stamp tax is

slate
LW {:maig

and
and,

cents.,

fou That is a wvery lucrative

sourx from which Government may be

db}} draw a consilerable amount of
ve

n that committee,

=nue, and if T were
: certainly have

was 58t up, 1w

s vl
that advic

i

sgain some ofie has aleeady
ut Monevienders’ Tax.
monsyiender has 1o
hiz licence Ior a process
That cevtaindy s a very
getting by so far as the |
18 concerned, but surely
kt 12 be done by which he
sull his full weight as

,Ofm

oug

should pay on his
is something subtler

¢y my learned friend did
The moneylender today, de-

2 rade Income T in respect of
the magnitude of the husiness he is doing,
heg adopled the artifice of splitting up his
business into geveral prongs. He would
be running one portion in his own name,
then ancther pourtion of the  business
witdd be in the name of hig daughter,
another portion in the name of his wife
anid anobiver port in the name of his

~
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Mr, ROTH: 1 vise to.oa point of in-
formation The (‘n.mrmt ee referred to
by the hen. the Seventh Nominaled Mem-
per hasg token careful cognizance of those
facte, and these recommendations wil be
borne very well in mingd,

The FINANCIAL SECRETAR &
TREASURER: I am learning and wouk‘i
like fo learn more about tax evasion bv

moneyiendars,

15g

Mr. PETERS:
what will be the
A-moneyiender ¢

We cannot. anticipate
=1t of the Committes,
n get himself granted

a2 power ol aftorney by some absentee,
and he can ran avother portion. of his
business in the name of that absentee
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in view of the magnitude of the business
he carvies on - 80 that there are many
wayvs and means. whambp; taxation can
bi imposed without making the whole
provess  of taxation e burdensome. on
the. ;cmnmxmity a8 such. '

« aiau fo- ff:mr 1o ,%:h,g f} vestion
ocal manufacture

of the of cigare ‘n,eq
We manuifscture cigareties. here  but
cigaretias are still imported. into  the

Colony: - Io order to encourage our own
cigarette industry might it not bss: cons
sidered wise lo increase the tax on jm-
ported eclgarettes ¥ That is one du ecztmﬁ
iy which we might furn ooy atiention,

There has been a2 notable effort on
the part of one of our joeal firons to manu-
facture shirts, glthough we are all aware
that shirts ave alse imported. into the
Colony, - Might we not impose arn addi-
tional fax. however small, on 1mporied
shirts which might  act. perhaps as 2
reasure of slight prohibition. on the
volume “that s imported; and have the
further redction of encouraging cur logal
shirt manufacturers 10 carty ~on thelr
huigness on o a larger seale and thus be
able to employ mote of our girls gnd, if
possible, bove who fing it diffieult to
obtain emplovment . What we have o

face . is this: how are we going fto
improve the earning capacity of our

peanle o Erz’mgh {mmm. The mere
b&l&mmg of the budget is not enough.
How are we going to place more money
into elreulation, and how are we ging
to veduee the cost of living?. Mot so
long ago 1 said that after all o man’s
prospect of ecenomic competency ois not
to be gauged according t4 the gmount of
money he earns but aceording o the
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amount he iy able to save, The day s
past  when we could telk with any
measure of ¢onfidence sbout & living wage

in the economie life ‘of any individual.
We have to speak now of a saving wage.
The trouble b lonv is not that oux

" people are not earning money. - They are
earning money but the fgwm%mg yalus of
ﬂm’c Cmonty has o been - eonsiderdbly
sed, and Maame of that what an
todae does not compare

*m ,z%h awhat é‘zg carned. yeary agn which

rinks,

gy B dinereased

W h,mé
w@gﬁ@ ap
into ,Aif:“:*ul shicn: ;&ﬂ“&i g,,
employed

It has been said
poor man's drink, and we oz
s dnoa cxmmv, here peop

miﬁ ult to get a midday meal i‘hﬁv msz
Cala f}f Loto Cah‘ and wait
Efzw get home for a heavy meal )
imposing g tax wmfzh would amﬁmtmge
maz indusiry or fall heavily upon. the
PIor man, we are %.m'mo‘ with his é&e\zim
w}“}xc%} ig not o wise thing to do.

The proposal fo. incresae the fm
sur two  Uovernment a?@undm ‘
'Riﬁaﬁ as 4

s in R&ngf
jan who not o

have i:? b fy for th i children’s board
and lo G Georgetown, butl in adal-

Quesn’s College o
to pay higher vates
tment’s
o

tlon ?m ihb 1o
BHS they will have
of fareg on ihe Transport Dep
: We have gulle recenily b
gring the enseiment of legialation
for the conlrol ‘of secondary. schonls  If

there 18 any dispesition, avert or covert
onoue pavt foocurb the achivities of those

sehools one of the mxmz Ways of creating
g new provlem for ourselves is o i&z*i, this
fax go througt bwduw we woul

that thoss who cannot afford 1o send
hoyvs and girls to Queen's College
BHE would flsod the olher St,%zm?s?b
their children, and there would
large crop ef secondary schools, 1 % :
it would be rather unwise o increase i)‘zﬁ
fees ab the two principal secondary lXZﬁ
tutiong in [ Colony.

In o my earlier  reference o the
e iRy ¢ stamp o duly s oon
repeipts 1 czmx?;if“i ts vefer 1o the guestion
of estate dutv. I think the tux in ithat
divection might b pegged up & little, A&
dead man ean no longer use his money,
and #f the persen who inherits 0 has o
tax we should be doing
ad no despite and no harm fo

o des
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A little above that he mentions the
fact that a large propoviion of the inerease
in the eost of Hving has been dus to the
recént incresse in the prices of logal pro-
ducts, the shortage of local commiodities
and 8o on. On another papge dealing
with the tagation proposals we are told
of the attempt by Government to refund
Customs duties on such things as salied
fish, four, condensed milk and  cocos
powder. The meré fact that we have 10
import those itemns which sre Hsted |
— salteg fsh, pickled beef, condensed
milk and cocoa powder — is indeed & sad
commentary of affairs as they have been
administered for se long in- ihiz coun~
try. This is  a large . couniry,
chiefly agricultural, and most of those
items are agricultural products. At one
time we lose a lot of money by dumping
products into the sea. You yourself, Sir,
net so long ago mentioned the fact — 1
think it was last year or the year before—
that we spffered s great loss of nearly
460,000 st the Produce Depot. I the
Finsneial Seeretary correct in saying thal
the surest means of securing lmprove-
nent is gresber production At one time
we produce and suffer a loss) at another
time we find that we are not producing
the things which should be produced in
this country.

story  of
af this couniry.

Therein Hes the whole
the rule and misrule
What ig happening today s merely
an indication  that the people  are
not going 1o be content {o have this
country run as it has been vun in the
past. 1 took care to speak at the end
hecause T wanted to hear the views of
other hon. Members, and from the views
which have been expressed 1 gather that
they are more or less agreed that the

taxation proposaly which have been put
forward merely tend to soak the poor
people of this couniry and let the vieh
eomtinue io enjoy their H-gotten galns.

Hon., Members have referred fo the
faet that we are paving increased wagis
hut the cost of lving is always rising.
What we have been doing within the last
three years is rnerely to wmainiain the

conditions avhich existed belore the war,
and which in 1942 were set out in the
Cost  of Living Survey Commitise’s
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report. I would like to mention one or
two points to show why it is not import-
ant merely to say that we are not pro-
ducing enough, but what is Important is
to diagnose why we are not producing
ensugh and to remove the restrictions
which may be there in the curtailment of
producticn.  The report of the Cost of
Living Survey Committee, which was
published in 1943, has appended to it a
comment on Nutrition by the late Dr.
Francis, and with your permission, Sir, I
would like to read a few extracts. On
page 21 Dr. Francis states:
“4, The food available represented
a supply of 2,134.4 calories daily per
man value. The Technical Commission
on Nutrition of the League of Nations
has placed the calorie requirements per
man value to be 2,400 calories of food

actually assimilated for an individual
not engaged in manual work.”

Dr. Francis goes on to state :

“Moreover, the diet is not well
balanced, as carbohydrates bulk very
largely while the percentages of pro-
tein and fat are low. Sufficient of the
protein is not derived from animal
origin.”

In another paragraph Dr.
states

“Apart from deficiency in total
calories the food in several families
may show remarkable deficiency in
variety and may be wanting in many
indispensable ingredients.”

Francis

We are asking the people to produce
and to produce more but we do not pro-
vide them with the food which would
make them capable of doing so. What is
necessary is a policy, but is there a
policy ? I do not want to g2 into all the
details because many of those have
already been settled, but I do want to
point out a few of the weaknesses of our
present economy. I have just returned
frem an Agricultural Conference at
Curacao where agriculture was discussed
fully in all its related aspects, and if one
thing came out of that Conference it was
this: that we must cease depending
upon the production of a few exportable
crops which have to depend upon tariffs,
quotas, preferences and protection from
the Metropolitan Governments. When I
spoke on the Venn Commission report I
mentioned some of those points, but cer-
tain hon. Members misunderstood me,
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thinking that I meant that we ghould not
produce any -more sugar or should
abandon the sugar industry of this
Coleny. What I did say was that we

should not depend so much® on sugar;
or on a faw export crops, but shauld
so diversify the economy of this esuntry
that we could produce the same articles
with respect to which wg are now.seeking
to remit Custzms duties. If we cannot

produce those things then it is incumbent &«

upon Government to find ways
means to produce substitutes.

and

I have a copy of the Census report
here and I wish to point out some
figures to show why we cannot produce
endugh in this country. The people at
the Curacao Conference were amazed
when I told taem that British Guiana is
indeed a very large country statisti-
cally, but that there is definitely
land hunger here. I did so because many
of them were thinking of absorbing the
surplus population of the Caribbean in
British Guiana. The Census report veri-
fies my statement. On page lxii there is
a paragraph on the median size of agri-
cultural holdings, which states :

“104. Median size of holdings.
The median size of all holdings was
2.48 acres, that is to say, half the hold-
ings were below that size and half
above. For farmers’ holdings the
median size was 3.69 acres; for other
gainfully-occupied persons who culti-
vated as a subsidiary occupation the
median size was 1.37 acres; for persons
not gainfully occupied, who were
mostly women engaged in home duties,
the median size was 0.95 acres. Male
cperators showed a median holding of
2.70 acres; females of only 1.25 acres.
The median holding for both sexes was
highest in Essequibo and lowest in
Demerara. The median size of holding
cperated by males was highest for the
racial group of Other Europeans (5.
acres). Other Asiatics (4.87 acres) and
Portuguese (4.05 acres). The median
for male operators of mixed race was
3.15 acres, for East Indians 2.94 acres,
and for Africans 2.22 acres.”

In other words, for people who de-
pend solely on agriculture the median
size of their holdings was only 3.69 acres.
Agriculturists and exverts haye all
agreed that with the exception of a very
few cash crops, such as those which may
be grown for a ready market very near
to the consuming area, for many crops
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help those gods, and unless those figures
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