101 Members Present

STATE  GOUNGHL

MONDAY, 10TH AUGUST, 1953.

The Council met at 2 p.um., His
Honour the President, Sir Frank
McDavid, C.M.G., C.B.E., in the Chair.

PRESENT

The President, His Honour
Frank McDavid, C.M.G., C.B.E.

Sir

Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E.

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo.

Mr. R. B. Gajraj.

Mr. P. A. Cummings.

Mr. U. A. Fingall

liis Grace the Archbishop of (he
West Indies, the Most Reverend Dur.
Alan J. Knight.

Mr. G. L. Robertson.

His Grace the Archbishop read

prayers.
The minutes of the meeting of
the Council held on the 29h June,

1953, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

HER MAJESTY'S VISIT To JAMAICA

The President: Hon. Members
a letter has been received from the
Legislature of Jamaica, dated 27th
June, 1953, inviting vepresentatives
from the Legislature of this Colony
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to participate in the welcome in that
Colony of Her Majesty the Queen dur-
ing Her visit there in November next.
I shall ask the Clerk to read the text
of the letter and to circulate copies
of it for the information of Members.
At a later stage I may before the ad-
journment, if there is time, move the
suspension of the Standing Rules and
Orders in order to enable me to move
a motion in connection with this par.
ticular communication.

The Clerk read the letter the text
of which is as follows:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JAMAICA,

27th June, 1953.

Sir,

On the 18th day of June, 1953, the
House of Representatives of Jamaica
unanimously resolved—

‘“WHEREAS Her Majesty the

Queen had announced her gracious in-
tention to visit Jamaica in November
this year;

“AND WHEREAS it would be ap-
preciated that on this historic occa-
sion our sister territories of the British
West Indies should be associated with
us in the loyal welcome to be extend-
ed to Her Majesty;

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SCLVED that the Speaker of this Hon-
ourahle House of Representatives, in
association with the Honourable Pre-
sident of the Legislative Council.
should be requested to extend an in-
vitation to the other Legislatures of
the territories of the British West In-
dies to send representatives to parti-
cipate in the welcome to be extended
to Her Majesty in Jamaica;

“AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED
that the representatives of the .other
British West Indian Legislatures
should he guests of this Government
during the perviod of the Royal Visit.”

In accordance with that resolution
I am now directed by the President of
the Legislative Council and the Speaker
























117 Motion—

[His Grace the Archbishop]

fair that each should have his proper
representation; not only by exercising
the vote, but also where he has the
ability to do so, by taking hLis sezt
among the. legislators in the highest
councils of the land.

. There are professional men who
could hardly afford to sit in this Coun-
cil because of the time they would lose
thereby. There are businessmen who
would have to think very hurd hefore
they accept nomination to this Council
if they were not paid, because of e
effect upon their business. Then, Sir,
what would be the position of a earpen-
ter, an engineer, or some such perscn
who was called upon to give his services
without remuneration? Surely, it would
be unthinkable for anvone in this demo-
cratic age to consen o a situation in
which a humble craftsman would be
prevented from taking his place in the
assemblies of the nation.

If T may now touch on the practi-
cal side of the subject, I think it would
be a very grave mistake on the part
of the public to imagine that the gservice
of a Member of thiz Council consists
only in sitting here when the Council
is in gession. That, T think, has some
bearing upon Your Honour's own re-
marks about the subsistence allowance
per diem. 1 do not know what has been
the experience of other hon. Members
of this Council, but T can say that since
I have been appointed here my corves-
pondence has increased almost beyond
knowledge: certainly far beyond any-
thing T had anticipated at the time of
my acceptance of the seat; and T could
now usefully employ an extra secretary
if T could afford to do so. The work
piles up very fast all the time, and
I think it fair to suppose that as
time poes on we shall find
it inereasing still more. Hon, Membe
will have to give more time and
energy to the service of the country
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outside the Counecil than they give here
during ity sessions.

Wh  would happen then if the
motion were not passed, or if the Gov-
ernment now in power in this Colony
were to stand by their present reso-
lntien and no payment was available
for Members of the State Couneil?
Obviously the Governor's choice would
be restricted. He would have to con-
sider very carefully before asking any-
one to be a Member of the Couneil,
whether or not he was causing that
person some Tinancial embarrassment.
We might very easily find ourselves in
the position of creating here in this
Colony of ours a new and most un-
desirable form of aristocracy, or even
worse, a plutoeracy; a small body of
people who, just because they had wealth
or property, were able to take a part in
the political life of the nation denied to
others. Then again, even after the Gov-
ernot’s choice had been made the troubles
of some Member nominated to this Coun-
cil might still not be over. He might,
after he had been appointed, find him-
self in considerable difficulty and em-
barrassment, and 1 should myself con-
sider it quite disastrous if any Member
of this Honourabie Council had to look
to any outgide source for remuneration.
Every man would strive to act honour-
ably, T am sure, but it certainly would
be a most embarrassing situation if a
Member of this Council were obliged to
look to some capitalist interest, or to a
Trade Union, or still worse to Party
funds in ovder to make it possibie for
him to continne membership of the
State Council. It would be indeed a sad
day for British Guiana, or for any other
nation, when ity legislators could not
afford to defy the Party machine or
break away from Party discipline
should their conscience so direcl.

I believe there are thoze who have
scrunles  about  accepting  payment.
There are those who, perhaps for this









128  Motion

[Mr. Gajraj]

at the present time to ensure that there
is an opportunity for individuals to
exercise their judgment and put forward
their own ideas with a freedom that is
unfettered by fear and not chained to
some idealistic demogogy.

1 disagree most emphatically with
the reasons of the Government Party,
but I, as you know, Sir, will not vote
for the motion' as it stands. If the
Government Party had used as their
excuse the need for exercising economy,
or if they had said that they needed
some extra money to finance the dozen
so-called “Peoples’ Scholarships” and
thenr said that the Members of the State
Council could more easily afford to give
free and voluntary service to the
country, in my opinion their action
might have been more excusable. But,
Sir, to dare to set up an excuse exhibit-
ing thereby a snobbish disregard for
an essential element of the Constitution
is, to my mind, cheap, petty and mean,
and is unworthy of a government bear-
ing Her Majesty’s name and, indeed,
it belittles the stature and the prestige
of our country.

Members of the Government Party
in this honourable Counecil might, no
doubt, say that the Constitutional
Commissioners. did not recommend a
salary for Members of this Council and
that it was Sir Charles Woolley, as Gov-
ernor of the Colony, who made the
suggestion that Members of the State
Council should be paid and that sug-
gestion was subsequently approved by
the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
That is quite true. But, Sir, I ask, was
that the only modification suggested by
Sir Charles? Did he not also recommend
the lengthening of the life of the legis-
lature from three years to four years?
Why have the government Party kept
silent on that point? Why have they
not campaigned for the acceptance of
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a three-year life for the House which
they themselves are reported to have
recommended by the Constitutional

Commissioners? It is of course
clear that with the results
of the elections as they are longer
life for the legislature would be

more to their liking. Can they claim to
be consistent if they reject one recom-
mendation with the hope of destroying
this Upper House, and accept without a
blush other recommendation which they
now find are favourable to their present
position? Sir, I would like to make it
clear at this stage that as an individual
citizen I have nothing personal against
any of the members of the government
Party, indeed I hold  friendly
converse with many of them from
time to time. But when, as a
majority group, they set out to des-
troy the Upper Chamber of this Govern-
ment, and hope to accomplish this by
denying its members some remuneration
I am afraid that they exhibit a woeful
lack of political maturity, and only sub-
stitute wishful thinking for what should
be statesmanlike effort. Do they really
think that, small as this country’s popu-
lation is, there is not to be found num-
bers of men and women in it who are
imbued with patriotic zeal and burming
with a consuming desire to be of service
to their country without desiring to be
recompensed for their services in the
form of money? Do they really believe
that following upon the lowered stan-
dards resulting from World War II that
there has departed from all Guianese
the high standard of truth, of honour,
and integrity?

If such be their views indeed, then I
can only suggest that they have been
following the wrong path, and advise
them to retrace their steps and redis-
cover for themselves the imperishable
principles of moral law to which I have
just alluded. But, Sir, I feel sure that
I will be justified in saying that perhaps


















































