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HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The House met at 2.30 p.m.
Prayers
[Mr. SpEAKER in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWER TO QUEST NS

S.A.

Mr, Stone (Hanover, Jamaica) asked
the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs
to stale the current wage rates that West
Indian farm workers are receiving in the
United States and whether thes rates
represent increases since the inauguration
of the Federal Parliament.

West Indian Farm Workers in

If there has been no increase in the
rates of pay, will the Minister consider the
advisahility of sending a delegation com-
prising of both sides of the House to
discuss the matter with the American
Government and trade unions ?

The Minister of Labour and Social
Affairs (Mrs, Allfrey): Mr. Speaker, in
repl;y *o the hon. Member for Hanover,
Jamarca, may I say that the current wage

rates given will be stated in West Indian
dollars ? The reply :

The current wage rates on an houriy
basis which West Indian workers receive
by agrecment under the Farm Labhour
Programme in the TUnited States of
America are as follows : —

Workers —
Sugar $1.36 per hour
Tobacco Ware-
house s1.70
Tobacco fields $158
Vegetable $1.02 to $1.70 per hour
Fruit $1.27 to 8170 ,, .

With the single exception of tobacco
warchouse workers whose rates have not
varied during the period, the above rates
in all cases exceed slightly the contract
rates paid in April 1958 when the Federal
Legislature was inaugurated.

In all cases mentioned above except
tobacco workers, piece rates are paid, but
the hourly rates shown operate as the
minimum earning.

There having been increases as stated
above, the second part of the Question
does not arise.

Mr. Stone: 1 awm satisfied.






1259 Federal News (Broadeasting)

Caribbean Exhibitio

Fridey, 11th December, 1959

stations, Radio Jamaica and Rediffusion,
and the Jamaica Broadcasting Corpora-
tion have been released for the use of the
Federal Government. Hon, Members from
Jamaica will, no doubt, have heard the
broadcast of Fedcral news on these two
Stations on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wed-
nesdays. In addition, through private
arrangements made between this Govern-
ment and Rediffusion West Indies Limited,
Federal news is being broadeast over Radio
Jamaica and Rediffusion on Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays, and a further fif-
teen minutes on this same Station have
been kindly allocated to us on Sundays.
Other temporary arrangements have been
made for a broadcast report of the pro-
ceedings of this hon. House to be relayed
to the Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation.
My information, based on a report re-
ceived from Jamaica today, is that these
broadeasts have been carried, wholly or in
part, more or less regularly since the be-
ginning of this Session.

There is a furthe: uote that the Federal
news is broadeast on JBC from 5.05 to
5.10 p.n. Monday to Wednesday inclusive
and on RJR from 9.40 to 9.45 p.n. on the
same days. It is also broadeast on RJIR
Thursday to Saturday inclusive at 5.05
pam.

CARIBBEAN EXHIBITION

Motion made, and question proposed,
That this House do now adjourn to a date
to be named by the Speaker in consulta-
tion with the Prime Minister—[Mr. Brad-
shaw].

Mr. R. J. Williams (Port-of-Spain
West/Diego Martin): Mr. Speaker, after
hearing the momentous announcement by

the Prime Minister I am somewhat loath
to raise the question I am about to raise
but I wish to draw the attention of this
hon, House and the Government of The
West Indies to the activities of an organi-
sation that was started in Trinidad some
ten years ago and is beginning to spread
throughout The West Indies. I refer to
the Junior Chamber of Commerce of
Trinidad and Tobago of which I am not a
member.

Mr. Sinanan: Why ?

Mr. R. J. Williams: Resigned. This
organisation started some ten years ago
and as in so many other things, Trinidad
leads the way because through the instru-
mentality of the Trinidad & Tobago J.C.C.
a chapter of the Jaycees —as they are
familiarly called — wag established in
Barbados in 1957. This year other chap-
ters were established in St. Vincent, St.
Kitts and Jamaica.

T""= body of young men are very civic-
minded and very public-spirited. In 1955
they organised the first Caribbean Trade
Fair — which in fact was not really Carib-
bean hecause it merely confined itself to
firms operating in Trinidad. In 1957, just
on the eve of the inauguration of this
Federal Parliament, they organised a
Caribbean Exhibition that was truly
Cartbbean. At that exhibition products
from the various Units of this Federation
were exhibited and T remember very dis-
tinctly how surprised many of us who
visited that exhibition were at the wide
varicty of manufactured products that
came from Jamaica. We had been of the
opinion that Jamaica only exported cigars,
bad rum and emigrants ! We were som
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So far as the Federal Government is
concerned, money, or no money — the
Member for Surrey seems to be surprised
av my statement -— we are anxious to help
the Unit Territories to put themselves on
the map when this Exhibition takes place
next year. Some of us who spoke to
persons concerned with the Junior Cham-
ber yesterday told them that so far as it
- possible for us to put off anything —
that is, any conference or any such thing in
London or any other nlace — in May next
year, we will do so i.. order that we may
be here in Trinidad, in The West Indies
(if we remain in Trinidad till that time)
in order that we may be able to tell the

whole world, “Here is a West Indies Trade
Fair —~—a Caribbean Exhibition; the Fed-
eral Government of The West Indies is
backing all the Unit Territories in what-
ever they are doing”.

I do hope evervbody will realise that
the Federal Government, whether poor or
not, is strongly belind that Exhibition.

Mr. Hill : Wil! the Prime Minister say
who will be the exhibit of the Federal
Government.

The Prime Minister :
the Opposition.

A Member of

Question put and agreed to.
Adjourned accordingly at 3.00 pm.





