





















































255 Appropriation Bill

[MR. Jar NARINE SINGH]

curry all his life, and I do not think
Government should deny him his right to
that way of life. Government has not
taken any steps to augment the earning
capacity of the ordinary working class
people who eat potatoes, and they re
mostly sugar workers.

The Chairman: We have discussed
the general principle of the Bill and are
supposed to have exhausted every as-
pect. We have now come to particulars,
and we are dealing now with the Head
Agriculture. Do not let us have an ex-
haustive debate, recounting your exper-
ience in agriculture.

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: I suppose e
Minister will tell us how many million
tons of tannias, eddoes and cassava we
can produce by way of a substitute for
potatoes, and what steps he has taken to
supply the community with those things
when they are out of season or supplies
are not available. It would be a good
thing if the Minister would tell us how
he proposes to have supplies made
available.

Mr. Telle: I also propose to make use
of this opportunity, through the timely
Motion of my friend the hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Gajraj, to inquire about
items 19, 25 and 29 which deal with
Artificial Insemination Service and
Dairy Farming Expansion — Mainten-
ance Expenses and Capital respectlvely
These two items involve expenditure' in
the sum of $133,000. I have no doubt
that the expenditure is justified as there is
great need for expanding the dairy indus-
try in British Guiana; that the hon. Min-
ister of Natural Resources has no
qualms about it and is in no way uncer-
tain of his plans, because in the annexure
to His Excellency’s speech he says at
page 13:

“The dairy industry will be expanded
still further in an effort eventually to re-

place imports amounting to some $4
million annually.”

My opinion is that already there is a
distribution Froblem facing the milk in-
dustry, and I want to have an assurance
from the hon. Minister of Natural Re-
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sources that he will not have another
crisis involving unnecessary expenditure
on flights here and there. These things
take time to organize. Items 19 and 25
will contribute towards the expansion of
the dairy industry. Without the impact
of this development, we are already
facing a glut in the milk industry be-
cause of the unfortunate failure in the
development of the distribution machin-
ery. hat assurance can this Council
get that this $133,000 of the taxpayers’
money will not create another unsur-
mountable problem in the near future?

Yesterday I quoted from “The Co-
operator”, but I have no intention of
doing so today. The leading article of
“The Co-operator” mentioned that Gov-
ernment’s plan is a one-sided affair, and
that the people had fully co-operated
with Governmient by increasing produc-
tion. In another article it pointed out
that because of this unfortunate lack of
vision on the part of Government, it has
resulted in the unnecessary paring down
of allowances and the introduction of
new taxation.

I am simply wamning the hon. Minister
of Natural Resources that this one-sided
policy niust be corrected now. I have
listened with great interest to my hon.
friend on my left, Mr. Davis. Govemn-
ment has not yet recognized that so far
as the rice industry and other industries
are concerned, certain things cannot be
done by the mere snapping of fingers,
and that if the timing and organization
of a programme are not correct you will
pay for it. Nevertheless, it is not the
few Ministers who will pay for it, but
the unfortunate people who are already
heavily burdened with taxation and
moreso the people at the bottom rung of
the ladder, the working people, a high
percentage of whom are now un-
employed.

I desire another assurance and I hope
this Council will get it, because I was
actually misquoted in this matter. We
want an assurance that the hon. Minister
of Trade and Industry will make some
provision to accommodate the mill-
workers in the rice industry for the loss
of wages by the direct sale of padi. We























