SECOND LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders
in Council, 1953 and 1956).

Tuesday, 17th February, 1959
The Council met ar 2 p.m.
PRESENT :
Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson
Chief Secretary, Hon. M. S. Porcher (acting)
Attorney-General, Hon. A. M. 1. Austin, Q.C. L ex officio
Financial Secretary, Hon. F. W. Essex.

The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagan .. Member for Eastern Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
” B. H. Benn — Member for Essequibo River

(Minister of Community Develop-
ment and Education)

E. B. Beharry — Member for Eastern Demerara
(Minister of Natural Resources)
’ Janet Jagan —Member for Western Essequibo
(Minister of Labour, Health and.
Housing)
. Ram Karran —Member for Demerara-Essequibo
(Minister of Communications and
Works).
Mr. R. B. Gajraj — Nominated Member
W. 0. R. Kendall —Member for New Amsterdam
,, R. C. Tello —Noiminated Member
,» F. Bowman ~—Member for Demerara River
,, L. F. S. Burnham —Member for Georgetown Central
A. L. Jackson —Member for Georgetown North
S. M. Safiee — Member for Western Berbice
,, J. N. Singh —Member for Georgetown South
,,» R. E. Davis —Nominaied Member
A. M. Fredericks —Nominated Member
H. J. M. Hubbard —Nominated Member-.
Mr. 1. Crum Ewing—Clerk of the Legislature

Mr. E. V. Viapree—Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.

ABSENT :
Mr. B. S. Rai — on leave.
,, Ajodha Singh.
S. Campbell — indisposed.
A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. — on leave.

The Clerk read prayers.
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415 Appropriation Bill
supply of milk, and if there is not a regu-
lar supply of milk, whether powdered
milk can be used to keep the condensery
going when fresh milk is in short supply.
It is all well and good to talk about
setting up a condensery, but once a
condensery is set up and Government
begins to lose money those same Mem-
bers will say that Government is wasting
money. I would urge Members, especially
those in Georgetown, to try to persuade
their supporters to drink more pasteurised
milk, for in that way we would have less
of a problem and less loss.

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: I am still
left in the air by what the Minister has
said. We do not want the dairy farmers
to be frustrated as the producers of
cassava have been within recent times. At
one time when there was a reduction in
the price offered to dairy farmers there
were tears in the eyes of those who spent
their money and time in the production of
more milk. Before the pasteurisation
plant was established milk was sold at
8, 10, 11 and 12 cents per pint, but
pasteurised milk is now being sold at 16
cents per pint. The pasteurisation plant
has actually put milk beyond the means
of the ordinary workers. It is cheaper
to buy imported milk. = Government
must realize that milk is an essential item
for the well being of the community, and
the Minister must not confuse the milk
problem with that of the Rice Develop-
ment Company, the Anna Regina scheme
and the Central Rice Mills. He was at
one time a Director of the Rice Develop-
ment Co., even for a short time, and he
should be aware of the administrative
headaches of the Company.

The production of milk in British
Guiana is in the hands of small people
who should be protected. It is no use
asking people in New Zealand to estab-
lish a condensery here. They are not
interested in developing British Guiana;
they are interested in marketing their own
products for the benefit of the people of
New Zealand. We are interested in pro-
tecting and advancing the economic life
of the people of British Guiana. The
Minister of Trade and Industry has often
expressed the hope that if Government
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cannot get people from outside to de-
velop industries in British Guiana, Gov-
ernment would undertake that develop-
ment itself. Here is an opportunity.
Government already has part of the
necessary equipment at the Milk Pas-
teurisation Plant. All that is necessary
is an addition to the equipment that is
already there. I do sincerely request the
Minister of Natural Resources to tell us
if there is any likelihood of our having a
plant for the manufacture of condensed
milk in British Guiana. It is true that
there is a condensery in Jamaica and
there is to be a rival plant in Trinidad.
There is some controversy about it
betwen the two islands, but that is their
.business. British Guiana, with its vast-
ness and its great potentialities, must
have its own condensery, and we must
make a determined effort in that direc-
tion. I am sure the Minister will accel-
erate the establishment of the necessary
plant.

I do not think we should accept the
Minister’s statement that details have to
be worked out. The Department of
Agriculture must at all times be able to
make available to the Government all the
data acquired from year to year and over
a long number of years.  The Depart-
ment should have been working for years
on the seasonal production of milk and
the necessary data should have been in
the hands of the Minister 10 months ago,
because he has been in office 18 months
and should have had the information at
his finger-tips.

Mr. Tello: 1 am extremely dis-
appointed that the Minister of Trade and
Industry should at his time be telling us
that he is studying data. Something is
radically wrong with the dove-tailing of
these Ministries. In his annexure to the
Governor’s Speech the Minister of
Natural Resources says :

“The dairy industry will be expanded
still further in an effort eventually to replace
imports amounting to some $4 million
annually. But emphasis will be placed on
reducing costs of production, by the use of
more efficient breeds under the Dairy Ex-
pansion and Artificial Insemination Schemes;
improved management of cattle; the cultiva-
tion of more nutritious grasses; and stimula-
tion of consumption of local milk.”



























































