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LEGISLATIVE COUNGL

Wednesday, 18th October, 1944.

The Council met at 12 noon, His
Excellency the Officer Administering
the Government, Mr. W. L. Heaps,
C.M.G., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT.

His Excellency the Officer Adminis-
tering the Government, My. W. L. Heape,
C.M.G., President.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary
(Acting) Mr. M. B. Laing, O.B.E,

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mry.
E. O. Pretheroe, M.C,, K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, Mr.
L. F. McDavid, C.B.E,

The Hon.
Essequibo).

C. V. Wight (Western

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Ceatral
Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomi-
nated).
The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E.

(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. (Dem-
erara-Essequibo).

The Hon.
RBerbice),

Peer Bacchus (Western

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Mosquito Netting 344
The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North West-
ern District).

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara
River).

The Hon.
(Nominated),

J. W. Jackson, O.B.E.

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).
The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated}.
The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The
River).

Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berhice

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council, held on Thursday, 12th October,
1944, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

APPRECIATION OF THE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE.

The PRESIDENT: I have bheen
asked by the Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce to convey their thanks to
the JLegislative Council for passing
the Bill to amend the Georgetown
Chamber of Commerce Ordinance.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

MosQuIiTO NETTING FOR INDIGENT
PERSONS.

Mr. ROTH: Sir, I beg to move:-—

Whereas the incidence of malaria in
Georgetown at present is higher than it
has been for the past two years, and

Whereas the supply of quinine is
limited and it is conjectural when stocks
may be replaced, and

Whereas despite Government’s
promise to exempt it from Bill of Entry
Tax, mosquito netting is still beyond the
reach of poor people;
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Be it Resolved, that this Honour-
able Council recommend to Government
the taking of such steps as may be neces-
sary to bring this most essential com-
modity, mosquito netting, within the
reach of indigent persons, by way of con-
trolled grants to certain charitable insti-
tutions, such as the Infant Welfare and
Maternity League, the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, and -arious Dorcas Societies.

I gave notice of this motion quite a
considerable time ago Aduring the last
session, and perhaps technically the
facts may not be quite what they were
then. Nevertheless it is admitted that
malaria in its effects is one of the
greatest scourges from which we suffer
in this country, and the malariologists
assure us that owing to the peculiar
physical conditions of the country it is
practically impossible to eradicate the
mosquito carrier of this disease. There-
fore the only means of fighting this and
other mosquito-borne diseases is to take
preventive measures, and until we know
the resullts of the forthcoming experi-
ments with DDT the present method of
protection against mosquitoes is the use
of mosquito netting.

Some time ago I approached Gov-
ernment with the request that they
would subsidize mosquito netting. For
reasons which no doubt Government con-
sidered good and proper they declined
to do so—that is to subsidize it gener-
ally—-but Government did promise to
remove the Bill of Entry Tax. Whether
that has been done or not I am not cer-
tain. But even if the Bill of Entry Tax
were removed the material would still
be heyond the means of the poor man.
Ifor instance, yesterday I took the occa-
sion to have enquiries made throughout
the dry goods stores to ascertain the
price of the very cheapest and largest
mesh netting, and found that it cost an
average of 72 cents per yard. Before
the war one could get a suitable net for
$3.50; today it is impossible to get the
same article under $9.50. Those who

suffer most from mosquito-borne dis- "

eases are undoubtedly the childven,
and more particularly the children
of the poor. Hon. Members. may
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remember the old music hall song, the
refrain of which goes: “The rich get
richer and the poor get children.” That
is very true, unfortunately true of
this country and its conditions.

Since I have been allowed the hon-
our to sit on the Board of Poor Law
Commissioners I have read the monthly
reports of the visitors of children receiv-
ing outdoor relief, and I find that their
condition of health is due in part, if not
entirely, to mosquito-borne diseases and
tack of means of protection from such
diseases. In June last the Director of
Medical Servvices addressed a letter on
ithe subject to the Chamber of Commerce,
and I understand that copies of that Iet-
ter were distributed among hon. Mem-
bers. T am very pleased to note that
the recommendations in the Director’s
letter are very much in line with those
in my motion. If you will permit me,
sir, T will read an extract from that
letter in order to remind hon. Members.
After explaining that it is no use having
a mosquito net unless it is properly used
the Director goes on to state in his let-
ter:—

“The following organizations might, 1
consider, co-operate in carrying out the
programme in the first instance:—

(a) Government Health Depart-
ment — eight health visitors are
employed (stationed as follows—No. 79
Village, Springlands; Williamsburg,
Corentyne; Bush Lot, West Ccast, Ber-
bice; Buxton; Kitty; Den Amstel, East
Coast, Demerara;: Anna Regina, Esse-
quibo). It is part of their duties to
make regular visits to all new horn
infants in their districts in the'r homes,
and to attend at regular infant and pre-
natal cliniecs (both with and without
the doctor).

(b) Health visitors employed by the
Infant Welfare League. There are six
Health Visitors stationed as follows—New
Amsterdam; Beterverwagting; Agri-
cola, East Bank, Demerara; La Penitence;
Vreed-en-Hoop and Suddie.

(¢) In Georgetown, a number of
health visitors working under the direc-
tion and control of the Municipal Health
Department.

5. The following principles are

sug-
gested:—
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The hours suggested will not suit
certain localities in Georgetown, such
ag the railway station or the bus park.
When we are discussing the limiting
of the sale of liqguor we have to
consider the entire liquor trade, and
not only the spirit shops but the clubs
and doubtful boarding houses and
hotels. T do not see how such a metion
can be accepted. The sale of bush rum
is increasing rapidly in the County
of Berbice. It is quite a common thing
t¢ have bush rum gold at dances in
New Amsterdam. I venture to suggest
that a motion of this kind, if adopted,
would further increase the sale of bush
rum. I ask hon. Members not to support
the motion.

Mr. KING: I have very little to say
except to express surprise that only a
few months ago this matter was dis-
cussed by the Council and protection
was given to employees so far as hours
of work are concerned, but within a
few months of that being done we have
a motion which, to a great extent,
restricts the liberty and movement of
the subject, and which must affect tc a
great extent the earning capacity of the
rumshop proprietors of the Colony.
Personally I view with alarm the
restrictions which are being placed day
after day on the liberty of the subject
—the liberty of his movements. If we
go on at this rate we will have to
obtain licences to move, breathe and
speak. I deprecate interference with
business unless and until such inter-
ference is essential to prevent a scandal
or advantage being taken of any sec-
tion of the community. In this instance
the motion attempts to interfere with
the rights not only of the man in the
streets but of a very large vested inter-
est in this Colony.

Unfortunately I was not in my seat
when the mover of the motion spoke,
but I was here when the seconder
spoke. I listened very carefully but I
heard nothing beyond the grounds of
morality and social welfare which could
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convince me that this motion should
have the support of this Council. 1
would suggest to the seconder of the
motion that there are other and far
better ways of protecting the morals
of the younger people of the Colony
than by closing rumshops at 7 o'clock
in the evening. This is not the way to
save the boys and girls of this or any
other City. I have not known of one
instance in which a boy or a girl was
ruined through the rumshops of the
City. They are ruined by other
means. If the hon. Member has a
sincere desire to save the young people
of a certain class T can assure him that
there are many avenues open to him,
and I suggest that he try them.

As has been rightly remarked by the
hon. Member for Central Demearara
(Myr. de Aguiar), the control of drink
is so rigidly enforced by the Police
Department that there is no nead
whatever to impose further restric-
tions suggested by this motion. After
all we must not consider or imagine
that the people of this Colony are so
weak-willed, spineless or stupid that
we have to make legislation to prevent
ttem doing something which we feel
is wrong. If # man does not want to
drink he does not have to, and
if he wants to drink the closing
of rumishops at 7 o’clock at night is
not going to prevent him from drink-
ing. If a man wants to get druuk I
can assure the hon. mover and second-
er that this somewhat pusillanimous
motion is not going to preveat him,
and he would get drunk even if the
rumshops were nect open at all
£Lfter a time it becomes such a disease
that he would do anything to fulfil his
desire or appetite. A motion of this
kind is not going to assist people of
that type

A motion of this kind, in my opinion,
is not going to save the morals of the
young people of Georgetown and New
Amsterdam, and if that is so then I
consider it a restriction of the liberty
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of the subject. Personally, it certainly
will not have my support. As I have
said before, many restrictions are being
imposed on the people of the City and
elsewhere. There is no need whatever
for this Council to insult the population
of this City and of the town of New
Amsterdam to the extent of saying
that they are unable to take care of
themselves and, therefore, we are going
to protect them by closing the rum-
shops at 7 oclock. To me it is a sone-
what silly way to help people to help
themselves. There are far better
“other ways. You are not going to
keep the young people off the street by
closing the rumshops. Try to persuade
them to . go elsewhere, to alter their
outlook on life. Educate them. Culti-
vate their minds to a higher standard
of living. That is my way of think-
ing to save the people of this City,
especially the young people. There arvc
certain movements in this City which,
to my personal knowledge, are dcing
a tremendous amount of good. That is
the kind of movement we want all
through the Colony; not this silly idea
of closing the rumshops at 7 o’clock.
The salvation of these wayward youths
has been too long delayed. We must
start when they are young to try to
keep them off the street before they
get to the rumshop when it is too late.
If T thought there was any chance of
saving the morals of the young people
of the City by closing the rumshops 1
would have given my utmost suppord
to any motion for that purpose. Dut
I have been unable to find any sugges-
tion in the speech made by the hom.
Seconder to convince me that this
motion will benefit those people.

For the sake of uniformity I would
bke to second the motion made by the
hon. Member for Central Demerara as
regards a change of the hours. 1
think, however, he moved that motion
moreso to show this Council how
impossible the present motion before the
Council is; and you will get various
sections of the Colony coming forward
to this Council with similar motions,
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if this sort of thing happens. Aftfer
wo sat in solemn conclave for days and
days considering the question and
passed legislation, within a few monihs
you get a motion trying to amend, or
abridge, or alter it. If this motion is
passed we would get motions from all
over the Colony in this Council asking
that the hours of opening and closing
of the rumshops in the various dis-
iricts be altered to suit the conveni-
ence of the people of those districts.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Mem-
ber is not quite correct in his infer-
ence, because when the Bill was passed
His Excellency Sir Gordon Lethem, whe
was in the Chair, gave an undertaking.
which in effect influenced some of the
Members in agreeing to the Bill, that
2 motion would be moved subsequentily
to amend the hours. It is not quite
correct to say hon. Members maved

-the amendment after the Bill had b2nn

passed. The inference is not qnuite
correct.
Mr. KING: 1 do not remembher that.

Perhaps I was not in my seat when
that undertaking was given. I do feel,
however, that where consideration has
Leen given, as I said before, and legis-
Jation has been passed and it becomes
necessary after to amend the hours,
other procedure should be adopted in
bringing the motion before this Coun-
cil and not as has been done in this

case. I have no desire to speak at any
length. 1T shall vote against the motion.
Mr. JACKSON: 1 am supporting

reither the motion nor the amendment,
for T am satisfied that the Ordinance
should be given a fair chance before
any motion or amendment of this kind
is  brought. Perhaps it may surnvis.
hon. Members when 1 say that there
is decidedly less drunkenness in tha
City and in the Colony today than
there was fifteen or twenty years ago.
(Voices: “Hear, hear!”) When I say
that I say it without fear of contradic-
tion, In the days gone by when there
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was a great display of drunkenness and
misconduct on the streets due to
drunkenness there were no societies or
organizations established in order to
reduce the amount of drunkenness and
lead the young people into the paths
of rectitude and virtue. I want to
suggest, sir, that if the intentions of
the hon. Mover and his Seconder are
honest and they would like to see the
niorals of the young people improved,
they might adopt the principle of start-
ing and supporting organizations which
will take the young people off the streets
and give them a good outlook on life.
J would suggest, perhaps, to the mover
and his seconder that they should nuse
every effort to place adjacent to each
rumshop an ~organization like the
Band of Hope Society or the
Temperance Society or to be called
whatever name they like, and preach
to the young people that instead of
drinking spirituous liquors they should
drink the soft beverages or juices that
they could produce for them. If they
have their organizations working quiet-
ly, silently and beautifully opposite or
near the rumshops they may be ahle to
do a great deal more than they expect
from the motion which has been tahled.
I believe that after very careful con-
sideration the Ovrdinance fixing the
hours was passed, and it will be
madness to have those hours changed
now without a fair opportunity of see-
ing how that Ordinance worked having
been given. I take it that the amend.
ment was only an afterthought, as in
itself it is a bit ludicrous, and T do not
think the mover and seconder ars
serious at all. I think the motion
should certainly be rejected hy this
Council.

The - ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1
may emphasize that I am not speaking
officially on behalf of Government. As
you said, sir, we are not bound one
way or the other in this matter. I am
in a little difficulty in speaking fnr
other Members too. Firstly the
motion has my sympathy. I acres
that it is absurd that these places
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should open as early as they do, but
at the same time I find the motion so
rigid that if it is carried Government
will have to introduce a Bill to havs
these compulsory fixed hours in George-
town and New Amsterdam and in
every area which may be declared an
urban area. Hon. Members will realize
that England went through the sume
stages as this Colony in respect of this
subject matter and that England adopt-
ed the reverse process in 1921. Instead
of having restricted prohibitive hours
they changed over to permitted hours,
and the system has worked and it is
much more lasting. It gave the actual
proprietors or lessees movre latitude to
fix their own hours in order to take
advantage of local conditions. The
English system 1is this: The Aecs
says, no licensed premises shall open
before a certain hour and nomne shall
remain open after a certain hour and
all shall close for two hours during the
aay at the same period, but you wmust
fix your own opening and closing and
what time you will take your two
hours off. - Anything like that T will
support at once. Hon. Members will
recall that I served on that sub-Com-
mittee which struggled manfully to fix
the shop hours. We had meeting after
meeting, deputation after deputaticn,
petition afteyr petition, and it was quite
hopeless to fix anything to please
everyhody. We were taught one
Iesson and that was in the framework
of a Bill do not try to be rigid but
give a little latitude. Looking bhack T
gsee in that Shop Ordinance the 1ais-
take was that it was too rigid. Now
we have petitions from all the people
living in the river districts against
the hours. We went too far and made
it too rigid. Can we not benefit from
that experience with this present
motion?

If this motion, as proposed by the
hon. Mover, is carried we are tied
down to fixed hours for every place in
Georgetown, New Amsterdam and
other urban areas. I will support tho
motion willingly for the reduction of
hours if they are not fixed and without
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any possibility of altering. The hon.
Member for Central Demerara has
moved an amendment. He will be the
last person to want that carried, and
he wants me to move one to get him
out of the difficulty. The reason, 1
feel, hon. Members of this Council are
being rushed is that they have not had
an opportunity to find out whether
these hours suit the public. 1 think
we ought to have that opportunity.
We ought to be advised by the people
who have had an opportunity to study
the matter or, perhaps, know it without
studying it. In view of that T beg to
move the following amendment to the
original resolution:—

“All the words after the words “recom-
mends to” be deleted and the following
substituted therefor: — “His Excellency
the Officer Administering the Government
that a Committee be appointed {o consider
and report on the extent to which it is
desirable to shorten the hours during
which licented premises in urban areas
may be open.”

The effect of that is to request yon,
sir, to appoint a Committee to decide
whether the hours set out in the
original motion are suitable or not and,
if not, what hours are preferable.
When we get that report we will knnw

the facts we are working on. At the
moment hon. Members cannot say
whether these hours will suit the

licensed premises in Georgetown and
New Amsterdam. My point of view
is that it is impossible to have exactly
the same hours to suit every single
place. It seems there should be some
latitude given to every proprietor or
lessee for the hours to be fixed by him
to suit local conditions. I beg formal-
ly to move the amendment.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sec-
onded.

Mr. de AGUIAR: Speaking on
tbe amendment I would like—

The PRESIDENT:
ment?

Which amend-
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Mr. de AGUIAR: The one just
moved by the hon. the Attorney-General
It sounds very reasonable and harmless
at first blush, and I am inclined to
agree with it, but what I have risen
to say is this: It seems to me that if
an amendment like that or a motion in
that form comes up in the Council,
say in six months’ or one year's fime,
then perhaps it would receive greater
support than it may receive torlay.
My vreason for that is this: This
Council is now being asked to suggest
te you, sir, that a Committee should
be formed to go into this question of
the number of hours each day that
these licensed premises should be open

or the hours when they should be
closed. I think that is striking at the
root of the whole thing to do that

now, when the number of working
hours per day for an employvee has
been already fixed by this Council on
the basis of the number of opening
hours of these licensed premises. It
seems to me that to come back and
suggest an alteration — perhaps the
Committee may come bhack and say
that the opening hours at present
existing are suitable because there is
quite a lot of argument for and
against—will be striking at the root of
the decision of the Council wh=n we
have that Bill prescribing the maxi-*
mum number of working hours as
forty-four (44) per day and eight
hours a day and not longer than four
and a half (4%) hours at one spell
The whole thing was very carefully
worked out, and if there is going to be
any alteration of the opening hours
there is bound to follow a number of
consequential alterations in the nuam-
Ler of working hours of the employees.
What I am afraid, sir, is this: Per-
haps it may be found not so convenient
to limit the number of hours in the
way we have done in that last Bill. 1
mention that, as there is a good deal
of merit in the amendment moved by
the hon. the Attorney-General. It sounds
reasonable, only I think it would be
much °“better if the present system
which has been introduced here was
given an opportunity to work say for
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six months, and after that time then
perhaps we may follow his suggestion.
If the Committee is going to take two
years to report, I would support the
amendment.

Mr. CRITCHLOW: I heartily sup-
pert the amendment moved by the
hon. the Attorney-General. I am of the
opinion that different areas should
have different hours suitable to them.
That is done in other parts of the
world. I do not know if I can reply
to the remarks made by hon. Members.

The PRESIDENT: Yes, you can!

Mr. CRITCHLOW: A certain hon.
Member talked a lot about restricticn
and the liberty of the subiject, and =
certain hon. Member said it is a silly
idea to restrict these hours. Is it
meant that the people of Trinidad are
so foolish that their Spirit Shop Ordin-
ance provides that these shops must
open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.n. and from
4 p.m. to 6.30 p.m, on week days except
Saturday when the hours are 10 a.m.
to 2 pm. and 4 pm. to 7T pm.? The
hon. the Attorney-General can tell this
Ceouncil that in England the spirit
shops open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.nm. and
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Do you mean
it is silly for them to restrict those
hours of opening? T am a fair labour
man and look at hoth the emplovers’
and Governnent’s sides in this matter.
I would like to see the employers have
sufficient time to =ell their drinks
also. Government had told us that we
must allow the Bill to pass and bring
a motion with respect to the hours
later. I do not want it to be said that
we are not serious. I was sericus
before the law was passed because 1
sat on a Committee appointed to con-
sider this matter and two of us were
for the hours and two against but the
Chairman gave his casting vote in
favour of the other side, and hefore
the Bill was passed I sent a letter to
Government and this is the veply I
received:

“27th July, 1941,
Sir—The Governor has directed me to

say that he has received your letter of
the 26th July regarding the Spirit Shop
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Bill and suggests that the best way you

can raise the question in regard to the

change of hours is to give notice of resoa~

lusion at today’s meeting of the Council
I have the hcnour, to be, ete.”

I did give such notice but we were
then told to allow the Bill to pass and
bring the matter up later. So you can
see that we were willing to discuss
this matter long before the Bill was
passed. I say it is not fair to say
that we sat down and said nothing. I
wonder if those Ministers of Religion
who supported us are silly too to sug-
gest that these hours be changed? In
reply to many ‘of the things that have
been said I say, it is a great pity that
gome of the members of the Committee
do not know what exists in other parts
of the world. I have travelled and in
most places I have visited they bave
such restriction for the opening and
ciosing of licensed premises.

As regards the present hours we are
not going to change the 44 hours
working week. T have walked around
and talked with both employers and
emplovees and they have said there
should be a law that certain areas
should have different hours to others.
In Water Street after a certain hour
the business nlaces close down and
such trade is transferred to another
section of the town. Take Albouysa-
towi, much business is done there at
night. Arrangements can he made to
fix the hours so as to suit the propri-
etors in the different areas.

Mr. DIAS: I have listened to the
lengthy debate we have had. I was in
favour of the amendment moved by
the hon. the Attorney-General, but what
has struck me is this: If a committee
is appointed to consider these hours
they may be exceeded or it may be con-
sidered necessary to shorten the hours,
because the amendment reads: “......2
Committee be appointed to consider
and report on the extent to which it is
desirable to shorten the hours during
which licensed premises in urban areas
may be open.” I want to snggest that
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if the Committee is to consider wheth-
-er the hours are desirable, then it
seems to me the hon.the Attorney-Gener-
al should modify it a hit so as not to he
misleading to the Committee otherwise
they may misinterpret the intention of

Government. I take it, Government
does not consider they should shorten
the hours but they must consider

whether it is desirvable and, if so, to
what extent. I do not know if I made
myself clear.

The PRESIDENT: You have made
yvourself clear. I do not know whether
the hon. Mover will accept that minor
amendment.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is
quite true when I drafted it that I
intended that the Committee should
look for a reduction, but I felt it was
important that the matter should receive
consideration and that we should get
more facts to go upon. I agreed to
amend the motion in order that the
facts can be secured for us. I amend
it to read “on the extent, if any, to

which it is desirable to shorten the
hours........ ¢

Mr. CRITCHLOW: I heg to sup-
port the amendment and to withdraw

nyy motion,

Mr. de AGUIAR: I withdraw my
amendment. The hon. Mover of the
original motion having withdrawn his,
I have no other choice.

The Attorney-General’s motion was
put, and the Council divided and the
voting resulted as follows:—

For: Messrs. Edun, King, Peer Bac-
chus, Percy C. Wight, Dias, Austin,
Critchlow, de Aguiar, C. V. Wight, the
Colonial Treasurer, the Attorney-Gen-
eral and the Colonial Secretary—12.

Against: Messrs.
Jackson and Jacob—4.

Ferreira, Roth,

Motion passed.

18 OCTOBER, 1944.

Rice Eaxpansion Schemes 878

ACCEPTANCE OF C.D.W. FUNDs For
RICE EXPANSION SCHEMES.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: !
beg to move:—

THAT, with reference to the Officer
Administering the Government’s Message
No. 6 of the 2nd of August, 1944, this
Council approves of the aocceptance of
funds provided under the Colonial Devel-
ment and Welfare Act, 1940, to meet the

cost of the following rice expansion
schemes:—

Crabwood Creek... $170,000

Lots 63-74, Corentyne

Coast v e 73,600
Weldaad, West Coast,

Berbice .. v o 42,600
Mahaicony-Abary 275,000
Perth Canal 18.000
Mahaicony Rice Mill... 20,000
Anna Regina Rice

Mill .. i 32,000

$632,000=£131,667

The object of the motion is to record
this Council’s acceptance of those funds
provided under the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Act, and in particu-
lar to record the Council’s acceptance
of the conditions under which those
funds are being previded. Hon. Mem-
bers will see the three conditicns
stated in par. 4 of Message No. § of
the 2nd August, 1944. Those three
conditions are that on the completion
of the works the areas involved should
be declared as Drainage Areas under the

Drainage and Irrigation Ordinance;
secondly, that as a result of such
declaration of areas annual mainten-

ance rates on a satisfactorv and agreed
basis be levied for the upkeep of the
works, and, thirdly, (and this is most
important), that any private lards
improved as a result of these works
should contribute by way of acreage
rates towards the capital cost of these
works. The first of those conditions
which, of course, is well known in this
Council, is an accepted principle that
when works of this character are earvied
out the areas become Declared Drainage
Areas, and the second condition is
consequential on the first. The third
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condition is, as Members are perhaps
aware, one of the main features of the
Colonial Developnient and Welfare Act
passed by the Imperial Parliament. In
that Act it is definitely laid down that
money provided from Imperial funds
to improve private lands in the Colony
shall be subject to such an arrange-
ment that a portion of the increase in
the value of those lands resulting from
the expenditure of that money shall
accrue to the general revenue of the
Colony concerned. That condition was
stressed in this Council when we
accepted the money provided for the
Boeragiric-Bonasika scheme.

Members well known that the funds
have been provided teutatively as a loan
but as soon as action is taken to
implement those conditions the money
becomes a free grant. Implementing
the first two conditions is simple, but
the third condition is a matter of some
difficulty with regard to the arrange-
ment for taxing the increased value of
the lands. That is now a subject which
is being given very careful considera-
tion by Government. It was considered
by a Committee under the Chairman-
ship of the Commissioner of Local
Government, and a recommendaticn
was made that a Central Committee
should he set up to advise Government
as to how that tax should he levied. Tt
is a very difficult subject, but the mat-
ter is to be given careful and urgent
congideration.

1 have said that the object of the
motion is to put these things on record
in this Council, but I should like to
take this opportunity to bring to the
general notice of the Council the scope
and character of these Rice Expansion
Schemes. In the Message it is stated
that the Governor has addressed a

- series of despatches to the Secretary
of State forwarding applications for
free grants and so on. I took the
opportunity at the last meeting of the
Council to lay printed copies of those
despatches, and I hope Members will
have some. opportunity to read them
and to study them. When these Rice
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Expansion Schemes were first cow
ceived the original idea was to get as
quickly as possible available additional
land for increasing food production
for the West Indies generally. Mem-
bers will remember that in 1942 condi-
tions became very difficult as regards
food supply, and we were asked to do
what we could as urgently as vossible
tn inecrease facilities for rice produz-
tion.  Members know very well that
we have not gone ahead very quickly.
Through shortage of labour, materials
and so on these schemes are taking
rather longer to come into being than
we had hoped. Nevertheless, what hag
developed out of it is this: that they
are now an important step in post-war
planning in respect of the economie

future of the rice industry. = If
Members have read  those des-
patches they will nnte that theyr
involve drainage schemes covering

some 30,000 acres of new land which
will be available for vice cultivation,
and the improvement of existing land
to the extent of another 2.000 or 3,000
acres. Looking at the figures them-
selves Members will see that in addi-
tion to the amount stated in this
motion ($632,000) further applications
have gince gone forward for even
lareer schemes.

One  other drainage scheme
is  the DBloomfield-Whim scheme
for  $96,000. The other very
large schemes which have not yet heen
finally approved by the Secretary of
State, but for which applications have
gone forward, are the Mahaicony-
Abary rice cultivation scheme, for
which a grant of $302,000 has been
asked, and the scheme for the provision
of mechanical equipment for which
$324,000 has been asked. Of course

Members know that Government has
already initiated action on these
schemes. That was done with the con-

sent of the Secretary of State, and the
formal action in asking for grants is
taking place now that we know some-
thing of the actual cost. All those
figures in respect of applications which
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have already gone forward total no less
than $1,300,000. In addition to that
we have sent forward applications to
meet the cost of a new central mill
which will be not less than $418,000.
So  that altogether the  schemes
embraced in the despatches which have
been laid in Council call for an expen-
diture of nearly $1,800,000. Members
will see that these schemes are very
expensive, and they are a very import-
ant step in the planning for the post-
war situation in vespect of the rice
industry.

In one of the despatches three things
are pointed out as being necessary. It
iz said that we want proper drained
and irrigated land; we want mechani-
cal equipment and proper milling. All
those three factors have been dealt with
in those applications and in those
schemes. The most important scheme
of all is, of course, the Mahaicony-Abary
scheme. That is a very large scheme
indeed. It covers an area of some
12,000 acres, and apart from the drain-
age works what is planned there is
the actual cultivation of the major
portion of that land by mechanical
means. Members will see in the des-
patches that during this year work has
already started, and 2,500 acres of that
land have already been Dbrought under
cultivation by mechanical means, and
reaping is now taking place. Some
Members have had the advantage of
visiting that place and, I think, have
been most favourably impressed by what
is going on. I do hope that opportun-
ity will be taken as soon as possible
by all Members of the Council. I will
not say more about it because I fcel
sure some other Member will say some-
thing about it.

I just want to close by paying o
tribute to the man who, I think, is the
originator of all this. He is not here
today. I vefer to the hon. Mr. Sea-
ford. He has done an immense amount
of work in connection with these
schemes. He has done it voluntarity
and freely, without remuneration, and
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has given an immense amount of his
time. I think the rice industry owes
him a debt of gratitude for the worlk he
has accomplished in this respect. The
members of the Rice Marketing Board
paid Mr. Seaford a rather humorous
compliment just before he left the
Colony. They wanted to express to
him their appreciation of his good
work and had what is described as a
portrait of him made by a local artist.
That portrait, I think, did no justice
to Mr. Seaford’s classic features, rev-
ertheless it looked like him, so the
Board had the picture framed and
presented it to him with a letter
expressing their appreciation of what
he had dene. I merely mention that in
passing, but I do want it to go
down on record that I personally, and
T feel sure the Government, is grateful
to Mr. Seaford for the immense work
he has done in connection with these
schemes. I now formally move the
motion.

Mr. deAGUIAR seconded.

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I think
this motion is rather belated. We have
practically spent a good deal of this
noney and we are now taking the
opportunity to put it on record. These
schemes have been proceeded with but
I happened to be on the East Coast on
Sunday and was surprised to see how
the sea waler was flooding several
estates in the Mahaicony district. It
iz worth while sending engineers to
see what is happening. The odour that
comes from the dead fish caused by
the sea water getting into the fresh
water trenches is terrible. I speak
authoritatively because I own property
there myself. This Council voted a sum
of money for the digging of the old
Dutch canal at Sarah. It was dug by
an old friend of mine some years ago
but nothing further has been done.
All we have been told is that there is
no labour and no materials are
availahle. The only materials required
arc shovels and that kind of thine. I
took Mr. Case and Mr. Seaford some
time ago to see the place. They saw



883

animals walking up to their knees in
water. The conditions are appalling and
I must ask for some explanation of the
delay in carrying out that little bit of
work.

We were given an estimate of
something like $18,000 which I think
went up to $20,000, but the work is
still hanging fire. I was told on Sun-
day by some people in the district
that notices were put up at the Post

Office intimating that labour was
required. One of the proprietors 1is
willing to do the work provided

Government undertakes to return his
money with a small rate of interest.
I observed that concrete piles have been
put down to the width of the old Dutch
canal. That work was done in 1943,
but up to to-day nothing further ha:s
been done. I suggest that the
Engineers of the district should be
asked to make a report on the matter.

The drainage work at Springhall
has not been done. If necessary, labour
can be brought to the district. Shovel
work is the only work people are
prepared to undertake because they
are handsomely paid for it. I am not
going to criticize the Mahaicony-
Abary scheme because the work done
is undoubtedly very satisfactory. With
respect to the laying down of the
machinery due credit should be given
to Mr. Seaford. I would like to be
assured that the work is going to be
of material benefit to the poorer
classes “of people.

DEATH OF THE COLONIAL AUDITOR.

The PRESIDENT: I have some

very sad news to announce to the
Council. Before I came into Council
this afternoon I %knew that Mr.

Lempriere, the Colonial Auditor, was
very gravely ill, and the Director of
Medical Services has just sent me a
message intimating that he died at
2 o’clock this afternoon.

Mr. Lempriere was a very able
officer, and what is equally important,
he was a very helpful officer. He was
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tolerant and sympathetic, and in my
opinion, which I am sure is shared
throughout the Government Service,
his death will be deplored. I think
this Council would like to express its
very deep regret and offer its
deep sympathy to his widow, and
incidentally to his Dbrother who is a -
clergyman in this Colony.

Mr. de AGUIAR: With your
permission, sir, I should like on behalf
of the Unofficial Members of this
Council to associate myself with the
remarks you have just made with
reference to the lamentable death of
Mr. Lempriere. We in this Council
have always regarded him as a very
energetic and painstaking officer who
at all times was willing to give the best
he could in the service of this
Government. I am sure that ail of us
around this table this afternoon feel
grieved over his sudden demise, ani
would wish that a letter of sympathy
be sent to his widow and relatives.

ACCEPTANCE Or C.D.W. FUNDS
RICE EXPANSION SCHEMES.

For

The PRESIDENT: We will now
continue with the Order of the Day.

Mr, JACOB: I was very glad when
the debate on this motion was deferred
last week so that Members might
read the despatches which are printed
as Legislative Council Paper No. 21
of 1944. Since the adjournmeni I
read with interest Your Excellency’s
Message No. G, the despatches, and
several other relevant papers in
connection with this matter. I want to
say at the outset that I support most
heartily this motion for the acceptance
of the funds provided under the
Colonial Development and Welfare Act
to meet the cost of the schemes, but
not on the terms and conditions set
out in the Message. I think we are all
grateful for the help we have been
getting from the Colonial Development
and Welfare Fund but I am sorry to
say, looking at the expenditure on















































