SECOND LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions)
Orders in Council, 1953 and 1956).

Wednesday, 18th February, 1959
The Council met at 2 p.m.
PRESENT :

Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson

Chief Secretary, Hon. M. S. Porcher (acting)

Attorney-General, Hon. A. M. 1. Austin, Q.C. -ex officio
Financial Secretary, Hon. W. P. D’Andrade (acting).

The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagan Member for Eastern Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
B. H. Benn Member for Essequibo River
(Minister of Community Develop-
ment and Education)

" E. B. Beharry Member for Eastern Demerara
(Minister of Natural Resources)
’ Janet Jagan Memover for Western Essequibo
(Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing)
» ” Ram Karran Member for Demerara—Essequibo
(Minister of Communications and
Works).
Mr. R. B. Gajraj Nominated Member
.» W. 0. R. Kendall Member for New Amsterdam
R. C. Tello Nominated Member
,, F.Bowman Member for Demerara River
,,» L. F. S. Burnham Member for Georgetown Central
s S. Campbell Member for North Western District
A. L. Jackson Member for Georgetown North
,, B. S. Rai Member for Central Demerara
,, S. M. Saffee Member for Western Berbice
»» Ajodha Singh Member for Berbice River
,» R. E. Davis Nominated Member
A. M. Fredericks Nominated Member
,, H. J. M. Hubbard Nominated Member.

Mr. I. Crum Ewing — Clerk of the Legislature
M.r E. V. Viapree — Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.

ABSENT
Mr. Jai Narine Singh.
Mr. A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. — on leave.

The Clerk read prayers.
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. W. P. D’Andrade, Financial
Secretary (acting), took and subscribed
to the Oath of Allegiance vice Mr. F. W,
Essex who had left the Colony to attend
a meeting of the Currency Board in
Trinidad.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Tuesday, 17th February,
1959, as printed and circulated, werc
taken as read and confirmed.

ORDER OF THE DAY
APPROPRIATION BILL
BUDGET DEBATE

The Financial  Secretary (Mr.
D’Andrade, acting): I beg to move that
the Council resolve itself into Committee
to resume consideration of the Bill inti-
tuled,

“An Ordinance to appropriate the supplies
granted in the current session of the
Legislative Council.”

The Attorney-General (Mr. Austin): [
beg to second the motion.

CounciL IN COMMITTEE

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
SERVICES

The Chairman: Yesterday we were
dealing with Head 7B — “Information
Services” — when a Motion was moved
by the hon. Nominated Member, Mr.
Tello, for a reduction by $1 of sub-head
1, item (1) — “Chief Information Offi-
cer”, $7,200.

Mr., Tello (resuming): Yesterday I
was trying to impress on the Committee
that there had been a considerable change
in the administration and activities of the
Government Information Services, and I
drew attention to the matter in the best
interests of the country and with the best
intentions.  Whilst speaking yesterday
there was some cross talk which, unfor-
tunately, introduced into the debatc lan-
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guage of which the Chair disapproved, -

but I would like to have it recorded that

-“R.P.A.. Newsletter” on page 5.
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I feel that the heated argument across
the Table was with the best intentions,
and there was no hard feeling either way.
When I made the statement yesterday that
in my opinion too much cmphasis was
being placed by the G.L.S. in publicizing
the activities of Members of the Majority
Party, it was challenged. In the circum-
stances I feel that I should attempt in a
small way to prove that I had some de-
gree of justification for that expression
of opinion.

The G.I.S. broadcasts over Radio
Demerara and, more recently, over the
ncw station, B.G.B.S., and it also pub-
lishes the “British Guiana Bulletin”. In
view of the challenge of the truth of my
statement I have gone out of my way to
bring into this Chamber today a copy of
the most recent issue of the Bulletin, and
I am going to ask your permission, Sir,
to quote certain parts of it and to make
general reference to it. This is a publi-
cation of the 15th January, 1959, an 8-
page Bulletin. I have every reason to be
anxious about the present policy of the
G.I.S. On the front page of this 8-page
Bulletin there is an article dealing with a
$20 million Water Control Scheme for
West  Berbice, and much promi-
nence is given to members of the
Majority Party, and reference is made to
the Hon. Edward Beharry, Minister of
Natural Resources.

Also on this front page appears
a photograph of the Hon. W.
Essex, Financial Secretary, which appar-
ently appears in the Bulletin once a
year. On the second page nothing is
mentioned about any member of the
Majority Party, but on page 3 there is a
report of a statement made by the Hon.
Minister of Community Development and
Education, and reference to the Hon.
Ram Karran, Minister of Communica-
tions and Works. On page 4 there is a
G.IS. Newsletter in which reference is
made to a New Year Message from the
hon. Minister of Trade and Industry, Dr.
Cheddi Jagan, whose New Year Message
as President of the Rice Producers’ Asso-
ciation is published in a column headed

On
page 7 there is a photograph of the hon.
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The question of station allowances is
a burning one; the present Government
realizes this, and [ have been fighting to
get station allowances for teachers. The
whole matter is in the hands of the
Establishment Department, and has been
there for some time. The difficulty creates
extreme hardship on these teachers in the
Interior.

Appropriution Bill

Mr. Jackson: I am a bit surprised to
learn that the question of station allow-
ances payable to teachers who are not
Government officers lies with the Estab-
tishment Department.

[ am not saying that teachers are not
to be encouraged to serve in the Rupun-
uni, but it is very strange, if it is the
policy of Government to pass out these
allowances to people who are not directly
employed by them.

The Minister said that teachers have
been trained by priests in the Rupununi,
and he tried to justify their lack of quali-
fications by saying that there are schools
in the populated areas of our coastlands
with perhaps only one trained teacher.
That might be true, but those other
teachers had time to pass their teachers’
examinations, and so the two situations
cannot be put on all fours. I think credit
must be paid to the Church for having
done all this to assist some teachers to be
trained, at points where Government
found it difficolt. I am sure that if the
Church is given additonal financial assist-
ance, it would do even more. 1 hope
the Minister will take note of this. We
need as may qualified teachers in the
Rupununi as possible. 1f it is difficult
for teachers to get the courses in the
Rupununi, let us bring them down to
Georgetown for their training, at the end
of which they would go back to the
Rupununi to help their own people as
trained teachers.

Mr, Benn: We are taking a certain
number of teachers from the Rupununi
and other parts of the Interior for train-
ing in Georgetown. We have just given
a special scholarship to a young lady
from St. Ignatius to be trained in Home
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Economics but it sometimes happens that
people who come to Georgetown for
training do not want to go back the
remote areas.

Mr. Tello: The information that a
scholarship has been awarded emphasizes
exactly what I have in mind—a training
scheme on an experimental scale. Does
no he Minister think then, that Govern-
ment is premature in withdrawing these
allowances? I think there is too much of a
tendency on the part of Government to
make changes that would have a detri-
mental effect in some direction or other,

If the hon. Minister is correct, then to
bring these people from one part of the
country to the other is going to cost
more than $500, and once they get
accustomned to the bright lights of
Georgetown and to City life, they are
going to apply for jobs like anybody else.
I think it would be safe for Government
to put that $500 back into the Estimates
for before the end of the year a supple-
mentary vote will have to be asked for,
far in excess of that amount. Who is
the Government trying to mislead? Not
us! Themselves! The Government is try-
ing to say, on paper, “if we expend so
much, we will get a surplus ¢ ) much,”
but T feel that if the Ministe. .. to make
a success of his job, he must be much
surer about these things. T do not know
how many Financial Secretaries there are
now. The hon. Minister is now becoming
Financial Secretary. All we hear is that
we have no money, and that we have to
cut down expenditure. Money seems to
be the most important thing. I would
suggest to the Minister to reconsider this
matter and let us all feel happy about
the future of the schools ir e interior.

Mr. Gajraj: It is very difficult for me
to reconcile the first answer which the
hon. Minister gave to my query —*¢h his
last statement, because in his rey 0 the
point I raised he made mention of the
fact that there are large numbers of per-
sons belonging to the interior who are
attached to the interior schools, therefors
the amount of money needed for travel-
ling of teachers from the City to the














