Membars Present

419

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Friday, 19th December, 1941,

The Council met at 10.30 a.m., His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon
Lethem, K.C.M.G., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT.

The Hon. the Colonial Recretary, Mr. (i,
). Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attornes-General, M. 1.
0. Pretheroe, M C., N.C.

The Hon. ¥, Dias, OB, (Numinated
Unoflicial Member),

The Hon. E. F.
Coloniul Treasuier,

The Hon. IE. G. Woolford,
Amsterdam),

The Hon, ¥, J. Seaford O.B.K,, (George-
town North).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin,
(Nominated Unollicial Member).

Me David, M.B.E,

K.C. (New

0.B.E.

The Hon. W, A, D’Andrade,
Comptroller of Customs.

0.B.E.,

The Hon, N, M. Maclennan, Director of
Medieal Services.

The Hon, M. B. Laing, OB E, Comniis-
sioner of Lahowr and Loeal Government

The Hon. G. O Case
TEngineer,

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Conservator of
Forests,

The Hon, J. Gonsalves, O.B.E. (George-
town South).

The Hon. J. 1. De Aguia (Central Dem-
erara).

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, 0.B.I5,
(Georgetown Central),

The Hon. Jung
erara-Essequebo).

The Hom.
hice).

The Hon, 1. M.
Unofficial Menmber).

Consulting

Bahadur Singh (Dem-
Peer Bacchus (Western Ber-

Walcott (Nominated
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. The Hon. C', R, Jacoh (North-Western
District),

The Hon. J, W, Jackson (Nominated
Unoflicial Member).

The Hon. TI'. A. Mackey (Nowinated
Unoflicial Member).

The Hon, T. Lee (HEssequebo River).

The Hon. . V, Wight (Western Esse-
quebo),

MINUTES.
The Minutes of the weeting of the

Couneil held on the 18th December, 1941,
as prinfed and cireulated, were eonfirmed,

ANNOUNCEMENT.

Coroxy's Co-oreraTioy wirm T.S.A.

Tre PRESIDENT: I have here a
letter from the American Consul addressed
to the Colonial Secretary, which reads as
follows : —

American Consulate,
December 18, 1941,
The Hon, Colonial Secretlary,
Public Baildings,
(Georgetown.
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowlelge yonr
letters of December 14 and 15,1941, Nos, 140/158
and M.P, 140/158, respectively, forwuirding
typed and printed copies of Resolution No. 1,
which was passed by the Legislative Conncil at
aweeting held on Friday, December 12, 1941,
at the Gniana Public Raildings, Georgetown.

Would you be so kind as to inforin the Council
that it gives me distinet pleasure to transmit
vhis resolution to the Government of the United
States of Americo, and further, coovey m
appreciation for the personal privilegeof attend-
ing, at His Excellency's invitation, the Session
on Wednesdsy, December 10, 1941, when the
resolution wis introduced.

I hiave,ete.,
(S¢d.) RoBERT C. BATES,
American Vice-Congul.

I may add that my absence yesterday
from the Council for a short period was due
to my being engaged in following up thai
maximum degree of co-operation with our
new allies in war with the Officers of the
Uuited Strtes Government in this Colony,

To-day the Council will sit until 5

o’clock if that is agreeable to hon. Mem-
hers,
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STATEMENT oN CosT oF Livine CONTROL.

Tre PRESIDENT : Before we proceed
to the Order of the Day I propose, as
previously announced, to call upon the
Conservator of Forests to make a state-
ment on the question of the cost of living
and the machinery and organization we
may need to effect further c:imtrol of it.

Mr.WOOD (Conservator of Forests): Sir,
since I first spoke in this Chamber, a good
many years ago now, as a Member of the
ancient Court of Poli~y, T have addressed
this Council on many subjects and on very
many occasions, but looking back I du not
think I have ever risen to speak with a
graver sense of responsibility or with a
fuller realization that the subject which is
to be discused has a very direet and
important bearing on the lives of the
people of this Colony. Before I procecd
to discuss the question I wish to make one
thing very clear. T am rot speaking to day
as an Official Member of this Council,
proposing or sugges ing or urging any
particular policy which Government has
decided upon; or for which Government
wishes to get the approval of the Council.
I am speaking on behalf of myself and my
colleagues as Chairman of the Control
Board in this Colony. The members of
that Board have been concerned, have been
entrusted with the rasponsibility of apply-
ing control in imports, exports, supplies,
prices, and other matters which have arisen
as a result of the war. They have had
day-to-day and hour-to-hour experience
since the ou hreak of war in those questions
which have assumed growing and ever-
growing importance. I do not further
even propose to urge on this Council that
it should adopt any particular line of
policy. What I do wish to do, having
been in contact wi h the problems as they
have arisen, and having had the experience
of endeavouring to find solutions for thém,
is to put before the Council as frankly
and as fairly as I can what the position is;
ways in which it might be tackled,
what solut'ons have been suggested
and what appears to me to be in
favour of those solutions and the arguments
which appear to be against them, so that
when the question comes up for discussion,
and when a policy has to be framed the
unotlicial section in this Council wiil have
had as clear an exposition of the whole
problem as T can give, and Government will
have a cross section of unofficial opinion
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when that policy has to be framed. There-
fore I wish to malke it clear at the outset
that I do not stand here as an advocate of
any policy on which Government has de-
cided, nor do I standhere as an apologist
for what has been done in the past, or as
one who is urging any particular course in
the future. I am merely trying to set out
what the problem is and merely trying to
nmake suggestions as to how it should be
solved.

Thee question of the cost of living is move
like modern Gaul than ancient Gaul. Tt is
divided into twe parts, and those two parts
ave, first the control of prices which keeps
the cost of commodities down or should do
su to the greatest extent which is possible.
Without that control, which is fundamental
to doing anything about the cost of living,
it Is not possible to fix prices in any way,
because it is not possible to safeguar.d the
consumer against unnecessary increases in
prices. Therefore control of prices is a
tundamental, but control of prices by itselt
cannot keep prices at any fixed level: so
that once we have achieved the object of
preventing p ices rising unnecessarily we
have not achieved the object of holding
those prices at any given level in the face
of a rise in world costs over which we have
no control. So that the second part of the
problem consists of what measures can be
take  to hold the cost of living at a  parti-
cular level which has heen desided upon.
Thercfore in the first part of my speech 1
shall deal with the control of prices and 1
will go on to the second question later,

I will start by giving a short recapitula-
tion of the history of it up to date. At
the beginning of the war this question of
control was regulated by two Committees
—the Supplies Control Committee, which
was charged with the duty of regulating
the flow of supplies into the Colony and
the flow of exports out of the Colony in
accordance with the Imperial war policy,
and the Prices Control Committec which
was charged with the responsibility of fix-
ing and controlling prices of essential
commodities in the Colony. The work of
those two Committees was very closely
inter-related. Stocks which exist in the
Colony huve an effect on prices, but thev
have a very great effect also on the deci-
sions of the hody which contro’s the inflow
of commodities. Exports also have a great
deal to do in sowme instances with stocks
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which are in existence in the Colony. If
we have not got enough for ourselves we
have to see that other people do not take
what we have. If we have more than we
need it is up to us to see¢ that the people
who most need it outside are the people
who get it. We have allies whom we want
to help and we have enemies whom we
want to hinder. We must therefore regu-
late both imports and exports. After this
system had worked for some time the
Prices Control Committee, with the staft
which was available, controlled the prices
of some of the essential commodities.

The immediate urgency was foodstuffs,
Essential foodstuffs were controlled from a
very carly date and prices fixed.  Other
commodities—a few very urgent ones—-
were controlled, or attempts were made to
control them. Others again did not appear
to be so urgent then. The control of
prices was very difficult and complicated,
and with the staft and the knowledge of
price control at their disposal, the Com
mittée found that great difliculties arose in
controlling prices. T vefer particularly to
hardware and dry goods, two things which
are pretty essential in many ways to the
life of the community. The Comuwittee

made various attempts to work out a
system of controlling those things  Those

attemptls on the whole were not successful.
The question was complicated, the problem
was a very wide ooe, the means available
were not adequate, and in some cases, I
say  quite  frankly, the co-operation
received from  some of the mercan-
tile community was not helpful,

As the difticulties of obtaining supplies
increased and continued Lo increaxe we
were some months ago faced with the
necessity  of  bulk  purchasing  certain
categories of supplies it we were going to
obtain anyv at all. It was not an casy
problem to tackle but it was tackled in
this wayv: Those two committees whose
work was so closely inter-related  were
combined into a Control Board, and as
that Control Board would be under the
necessity to go into forcign markets as a
buyer it needed expert advice on buying
in different commodities. It was there-
fore mnecessary for the Control Board to
cwploy commercial experts in  different
categories of goods. Tt was also decided
that as the necessity arose Advisory Com-
mittees should he appointed in different
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classes of goods, and as the immediate
problem was iron and steel and metals in
general, an ITron and Steel Advisory Com-
mittee was appointed. That Committee
has beeen functioning regularly ever since
and is, I think I can say very fairly, an
outstanding example of the extraordinary
value of ready and good co-operation and
assistance to a Board like our own which
has to deal with a very wide range of
problems. We just could not have carried”
on without it, and 1 wish to cxpress that
now,

The problem of controlling prices of
commodities other than foodstuffs, parti-
cularly hardware and dry goods, has been
assuming greater urgency as the months
go by, and the possibility of appointing
experts in those subjects has en.bled the
Control Board to carry out investigations
which it could not do with the resow ces
it had before. I can only say in regard to
dry ¢ ods that the result of investigation
has proved that the urgency of control has
not been by any means exaggerated, but I
would like to put before the Council some
of the complexities which are invelved.
For instance, I will take condensed milk,
of which there are a certain number of
brands on sale in the Colony. We take
a case of each brand, work out whab
we  consider a  reasonable profit, and
fix the price of condensed milk.  Then
there are perishable goods of which large
stocks cannot be held for a very long time.
A man who imports potatoes has to sell
them or watch them go b:d, but a man who
imported cloth in 1930 can keep it on the
shelf and hope for a rise in prices,

How are we going to control the prices
of dry goods? Many methods have heen
swegested, I have here a list, 16 sheets
long, of the various cotton goods imported
into this Colony. There arc different qual-
ities, different widths and imported at
different times, at different prices. How
are we going to control the prices of those
different gualities? Are we going to pub-
lish a list for the information of the pub-
lic? It is impossible, If we do contiol
prices in that complicatrd manner how are
we going to enforce the control of those
prices ? We are in a position of great di-
ficulty. I wish to say that from the very
beginning it was the policy of hoth Com-
mittees and of the Control Board to consult
the trade and to explain o the trade whab
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the problems arve and what has to he done
in accordance with the Tmperial war policy
—to put to the trade more or less what we
have to do and ask them how they consi-
dered it should be done, and in a way
which would cause the least dislocation
and would be the most helpful all round.

We have discussed the problem with
then: but we have discussed it on one basis
—we will not consider a percentage of
profit on replacement costs as a basis for
fixing present prices.  We are not going
to do it. Bveryhody has seen in the Press
and wost people have had complaints from
their women folk that they go into a ~hop
and huy piece of cloth at a certain price,
and if they find that they have not hought
enough and they return later for more
they find that the price has been increased.
In that way the publ ¢ is annove f, rather
justifiably perhaps. The reasonisthatprices
are be'ng based uvn replacement cost, and
in between those two purchases advice had
been received from the manufacturer that
the price of that particular kind of cloth
had been advanced, with the resnlt that the
price of cloth already in the Colony wnd
bought and paid for is hased on the cost of
replacement. We have said that we will not
accept that as a basis.  We have offercd a
nunber  of alternatives and  we  have
suggested a sort of imaginary pool in which
large quantilies  would be imported,
average prices and profits worked out, and
from which everybody takes out until all
their needs are satistied. That is o pretty
drastic and complicated method and has
obvious drawbacks. A tirm  might say
« We have the best buyer in the Colony
who imports our bargains. Why should
we be tied to the buyer of another firm
when our buyer is etlicient and he is not? ”
There are objections to it, but it is the best
possible solution. T am not urging it.

The method adopted in Great Britain is
the margin system under which a dealer is
allowed to add a certain margin of profit
to the cost price, but he is bound to mark
those goods for sale to the public at a
price representing the cost plus the margin
of profit allowance. It has been successful
in the United Kingdom but it is a system
which a neighbouring Co'ony, which is
always held up against us wh n they do
something that we do not, tried at an
early stage, but it was not successful in
that Coliny, and we have been afraid of it
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in consequence,  One may well ask why
should it not he successtul here? Theve
is a reason  If we introduce that method
we will have to have Inspectors going
around. The Tnspector would walk into
a shop where the prices of goods are
marked and he would ask to be shown the
invoice calculations  If he discovers that
the price of an article exceeds what is
allowed he would say to the proprietor
“ That price is too high; T am going to
ran vou in.”  That is quite simple in
England, but when owr dry goods firms ave
confined to the narvow range of 10 or 11
dealers in Water Street we have to get an
Tnspector who understands  and  knows
cloth ani who cannot he hoodwinked
ab b prints and qualities. He goes into
a shop and says ¢ That is wrong, I have to
van you in.”  The shopman says © Run us

in; good luck to yvou. The war is not
going to last forever; vou come into
the Street and ask for a job after

the war.” That position can arise in
small communities, but it does not arise in
large communities like the United King-
dom. That makes the margin system more
dificult to apply here than in the United
Kingdom, but owing to the very compli-
cated range of materials we have to deal
with we cannot see any way out. We have
sought the co-operation of the trade and
the Sub-Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce. We have put all the alterna-
tives we can think of to them and we have
asked them to put all they can think of to
us in order to find a solution. I do not
prop se to discuss the reply they pat up.
There are other Members of the Council
who have scen it. In all my experience I
have not seen a document to match it.
Therefore we have this difticulty which
involves the employment of Inspectors.

There is another problem. The funda-
mental formula for keeping down the cost
of living is contr U of prices, but control
of prices is no use unless it is effective.
The Control Board has been accused of
fixing prices but not control ing thewm,
That is perfectly true to a certain extent,
but not entirely. A far more eflicient and
a far greater organisation exists in Great
Britain for controlling prices. They have
their black markets there just the same,
but an infinitely more fearful one exists in
Germany where penalties ranging from
imprisonment up to the death penalty are
imposed for evasion. Yet evasion is rife,
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everywhere, We liave certain knowledge
of that. Our control has not always been
successful.  We have to admit that. Con-
trol cannot be made effective simply by a
Control Board trying to do sowmething
about it. The Control Board must have
the co-operation of the whole commuuity.
The commercial community, very naturally,
is inclined to resent control. Control is
adopted in order to safeguard the con-
sumer, the bulk of the pcople, and the
dealer must inevitably be inclined to regard
it as a method which has been a(lopte(l to
annov him and stop him trving to make
protit. He is therefore apt to be verv
suspicious of it som times. Therefore we
will need the co-operation of the commer-
cial community. We also need the co-
operation of the Police. They have to
realize that this is a very important thing
in present-day life, and they have to be keen
and watchful. We also have to get the co-
operation of the Magistracy. Tt is no good
sending cases to a Magistrate it that Mag-
istrate dislikes the idea of con rol and in-
terference with the liberty of the subject,
or anything like that.

After that, and above evervihing else, we
have to havethe co-operation of the public.
That co operation we have tried to get in
every way we can.  The Press, on its own
initiative and also at our suggestion, has
taken the lead and urged the public what to
do and what they should not do. but the
public are too willing to submit to breachoes
ot the Prices Control Regulations. | am not
heing critical of the public about thix at
all. Let us look at it from their side, A
man goes into a shop to buyv something and
he 15 charged too high a price. Heis
annoyed but he is going to avoid going to
the Police as long as he possibly can. 1f
he is a retailer going to buy from a whole
saler and he makes a row he is guing to
find it difficult to get goods in future, Foe
has to think about that. TIf he is working
in the interior and has to ration labourers
he has to take what he can get or close
down. On the other hand, if he is a mem-
ber of the general public, what is the posi-
tion ? Suppose he does go to the Police
and the Police take up the case, that man
would say : “ T have not got too hig a mar-
gin over my wages to live on and I have to
give up a day to attend the Magistrate’s
Ceurt. 1 am going to lose a day’s pay over
that and 1 am going to he cross-examined
by an angry lawyer, Tt is not Loo nice.”
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Suppose he goes to Court and there is an
adjournment, and he is told to come again
to-morrow week, and supposing there is
another adjowrnment. FHe is going to tell
his friends about that. It is too muchofa
g od thing altogether and the public are
d,l)t to be dmouuwei from taking up those
cases. That has been bOI]bldeldl)l\ altered
now, bul I sav quite frankly that a long
time ago we had a case in which judgment
was given 363 days after the case was laid.
The ¢ se was dismissed, and one of the
reasons was that the lapse of time was so
great that the witnesses could not remember
exactly what happened.  So that when
we ask for the co-uperation of the
public we have to help the public to co-
operate.

Those points L have raised are what the
Control Board would like to see brought
about.  The criticisms T have made are
not going to be very helptul unless we can
make sowe sugeestions about them. We
suggest that first of all we must have
Tuspectors. 1 have already explained that
they must be experts in their particular
subjects, For the present we want two
drv goods and {wo hardware Inspectors.
Those Tnspectors will work in two ways.
They will probably detect a certain number
of offences and thev may detect none, but
they will prevent a great number of offences,
hecause when a man has to price his goods
and kuows that this afternoon, to-morrow
or the next day an Inspector is going to
drop in and have a look at them, I will
not say it will stop him being dishionest
but it makes him wmore caveful with his
caleulations, so that offences are prevented
in that way. Theretore the Control Board
is going to Government  for four
Tnspectors, and it is asking for the co-
operation of the commercial community.
We have tried the velvet glove method and
it is a question for consideration whether
the tron hand is not (o be used.  We want
and invite the co-operation of the com-

asle

nmercial commuoity.  We want and we
invite suggestions as to how we should

carry these things out. I am sorry to be
continually critical but hon. Members will
have a chance to criticize me later. We
have found thatalthough we have explained
the underlying principles which govern
these things those underlying principles
seem to be forgotten sometimes. 'We ask
for suggestions as to how to carry out
some broad prineciple, but owr feeling is
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that we do not get thuse suggestions always,
although if it is a question of wanting to
import some material that is prohibited
there is no diiculty in summoning a
special meeting of the Chamber of Com-
merce. Therc is no difficulty, if one or
two of the big firms come into it, in send-
ing a notice to the Conservator of Forests.
wlho is an honorary membher of the Cham-
ber, to be present at a meeting swmmoned
to consider whether the Manager of the
Singer Sewing Machine Company should
have a new motor-car which the Regula-
tions do not allow him. Ilow are we to
overcome that? T have a suggestion to
make and it is this : that for the duration
of the war the responsible Heads of the
big businesses in this Colony should attend
the weetings of the Chamber of Comm' ree
themselves and mnot send their junior
Attorneys to sit and vote automatically
for them. That is wy attempt at a con-
structive suggestion regarding the co-opera-
tion of the commercial community.

With regard to the co-operation of the
Police I am going to suggest to Govern-
ment something which was suggested to
me by a Collector in [ndia when I took
charge of my first Division. 1 suggest
that the Detective Ollice should detail one
officer to make a special study of these
cases and regard lis success iu dealing
with them as a little bit of a step forward
in the line of promotion or something of
that sort.

As regards the co-operation of the
Magistrates, we know that they have a
very groat many ditticulties to contend
with,  With that we must agree, but
again we suggest—it has been suggested on
several occasions—that one Magistrate
should be detailed to try these cases and
to take them first on his list.  There are
difficulties about that, and that suggestion
has not been adopted because of those
ditficulties. This 15 war-time and we
know that in effect every civilian is in
the front line. When matters of urgency
occur in the front line they are dealt with
in a summary manner by court-martial. I
am not suggesting that that should apply
to the civilian population here; T am sug-
gesting that that frame of mind should be
adopted in vrespect of cases under the
Defence Regulations which should be
dealt with as soon as possible, but only
really good clear-cut cuses should be
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brought, That again is a question for
special study perhaps by one Inspector
and a policeman.

I now come to the co-operation of the
public, and 1 have some suggestions to make
about that. We know that in revenue cases
it is very difficulty to get information
$0 as to secure convictions, and a system
of rewards was brought in, with the result
that there was enormous improvement. A
man  who does not want to lose one or two
days attending Court when he knows he is
going to lose his day’s pay and much time
when he does so is far more ready to do so
when he knows he is going to get some
reward for having done so. Therefore we
make the suggestion that a system of
reward should be adopted in these cases s
in revenue defence cases.

That brings me down to the point that
for this particular purpose we feel that we
require four Inspectors and we will require
some funds for vunners if that suggestion
is adopted. We will require funds for
travelling, because Inspectors have to
trovel about, and for certain unforeseen
items. T do not propose to itemize these
ab the moment ; that can be done later if
necessary, but for reasons which will be
appreciated T lump them together and ask

for $11,000 only.

Beyond that comes the question of the
organization of the oftice, and in regard to
that I want to say this: Since the out-
break of war this work las been carried on
particularly by the two Competent
Authorities who have borne a very leavy
burden indeed. It has been carried on by
men who have served out here for a good
many vears and—I speak with some feel-
ing—have acquired the cconomy complex.
They arve terrified at the suggestion of ask-
ing tor staff or money. They do not like
doing it and their staff has not heen sufh-
ciently large. The Comptroller of Customs
has carried the load since the beginning of
the war, and it is astonishing that he has
not broken down. He has tried to do
without assistance. In the days of Sir
John Waddington when the work started
1t was suggested that he should have some-
one to assist him, and the point has been
reached where he can hardly carry on
without assistance. 'We have alrcady put
up to Government that we cannot get on
without a full-time Secretary who would
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co-ordinate the work of the various
branches and take some of the burden off
the shoulders of the Competent Authority.
We also need two As<istant Secretaries,
one for the Supplies Control branch and
the other for the Prices Control branch.
I cannot give estimates of the cost
because it is a question of personnel
between Government Departments which
will have to be worked out.

We come now to the Supplies Control
branch. Complaints have heen .made about
delays about a certain amount of evasion,
and so on. There is some truth in that.
It is not easy suddenly to start a completely
new organization, vraking together staft
where vou can find it, on an entirely new
method, and not a peace-time organization
but a war-time organisation where decisions
have to bhe continually taken and taken
quickly under changing circumstances.
One difliculty about an import licence is
news in the street, splendid nesavs, but doz-
ens of licences about which there is no
difficulty is not news at all. We do want
to overcome svme of those difficulties
which have arisen, and further difticulties
liave arisen during the course of the work
of the Clustoms and our branch in checking
the arrival of goods against import Jicences,
Tor this purpose we want to ask for four
junior clerks in that branch at a cost of
about $1,800 a year,

Sa far, sir, T have dealt with the control
of prices, I now come to the cost of living
and suggestions which have heen made
aboult that. Control of prices is only
effective in one particular, and that ix to
prevent tra'ers exploiting the public by
charging more than is necessary. Control
of prices does not prevent prices vising on
account of the rise in world prices of goods.
A word Tanticipate using quite a lot in the
next few months is ¢ essential,” because we
have had it rubbed into us that we must
only use andimport essential things. To
the ordinary man in the street * vital”
would probably be a hetter word, hut
“essential 7 is the word adopted all over
the Empire, and it is defined as being some-
thing essentinl to the war effort, and that
includes the maintenance of the life of the
civil population on a war-time basis.  So
that we have to get down to certain funda-
mentals in the cost of living, and the first
fundawental is to do without any imported
article which is not essential. That has been
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done in Great Britain to reduce spending
power. It has been carried to very great
lengths so that we have to do without any
imported article which is not essential. If
an article is essential and you can find a
local substitute use it even if it is not as
good, and if there is no local substitute
try to get a cheaper imported substitute.
Therefore, to keep down the cost.of living
the first essential thing is stop buying
what is unessential, and with the money
vou save voa can meet the rise in the
¢ st of essential things. Once that has
been done to the maximum possible extent
then an increase in world prices must cause
an increace in the cost of living no matter
how effective price control is.  Then if
vou decide that the cost of living is getting
100 hiigh vou have to find some artificial
means of pegging it at some particular
point.  You are swept by the tide of world
events and world prices and the only means
that can be adopted is some artificial
means,

What ave the alternatives if we decide
that we are going to peg the cost of living
at any point ?  The first and obvious thing
is to increase wages, but that is the
inflation spiral, the thing that smashed
Germeny at the end of the last war and
will smash evervbody at the end of this
war it it is adopted. T am not urging
solwions, I am suggesting solutions. That

i~ one. The other obvions method is
subsidy, cither direct or indirect, They
bhoth amount to the same thing, It has

heen suggested, for instance, that we might
remit the import dutics on certain essential
goads, therehy enabling them to he sold
more cheaply.  While in  eflect it is
the same as a divect subsidy, instead of
imposing taxation and using the money to
make good losses in cash we are simply
remitting taxation which we have to make
good later on in any case. But it has this
disadvantage, that the piying over of the
cash in a direct subsidy is done in the full
view of the taxpayer who realizes what it
means, but an indirect subsidy is not so
obvious. An indirect subsidy, in my opi: ion,
has this disadvantage that prices to-day
are at a certain level. Tt is all a bit com-
plicated to explain, wheveas if the man in
the street sees the taxpayers’ monev being
paid out so much to bring prices down to
such a point and then when prices begin to
rise he sees more of his money having to
be paid out he will understand and will be



433 Cost of Living

in a botter position to say: ¢ As taxation is
getting so heavy let prices go up a little.”
8o that of the two forms of subsidy there
is no great difference in them actually in
practice, but a direct subsidy is more
clearly understood by the people and there-
fore possibly more advantageous.

We worked out just a fow commodities
which may or may not be essential accord-
ing to different people’s views, to see what
a subsidy is going to cost. Tt is nota
cheap form of amusement by any means.
Suppose we take a few items at present
prices and decide to put the cost back to
pre-war level. That has heen suggested
in the case of rice, and to peg rice at pre-
war level our estimate is a minimum of
$500,000, potatoes $7 1,000, flour $480,000,
condensed milk $208,000. We import two
kinds of flour—hard Hour with which we
bake bread and soft flour with which the
East Indian bakes roti. Of course, he does
not use that flour for that in India. In
this Colony, for perfectly obvious reasons,
he uses soft flour and the baker uses hard
flour, and we are importing the two kinds
in about equal quantities. Before the war
they were lumped together in our stati-tics
at one price, hut since the war the price of
soft flour has visen by half a cent per 1b.
If we peg both flours back to pre-war price
one community can say that the other is
getting half a cent per Ib. more subsidy, or
are we going to peg it back on a half cent
differentiation? In that case the com-
raunity which is buyving more can say:
¢ Why should this be done when the Tast
Indians can perfectly well use hard flour
for baking voti? The hard flour gives
more trouble to knead ; it requires knead-
ing the night before. This is war time : do
the extra kneading and save half a cent to
the taxpayer.’” L put hoth arguments; I
am not suggesting one or the other. Those
arguments will arise and thev will have to
be decided.

If a subsidy is decided on the first essen-
tial is to find some sort of yardstick by
which we can measure what the rise in the
cost of living actually is. There is a very
obvious method of doing that. The vard-
stick generally used 1s the Cost of Living
Index. It is a very fine servant indeed but
a very bad master. It has been worked
out with meticulous care hoth for town
and country, and against the rise in prices
vou can measure the cost of living, but the
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Cost of Living Index was worked out for
a peace-time population. If you are going
to measure the rise in the cost of living
after two years of war against times of
peace you are going to get serious anoma-
lies, and difficulties are going to arise. In
regard to that I propose to take three
examples Dbecause they illustrate three
different phases of the problem. Tt may
he decided to subsidize rice, on the face of
it, the easiest thing in the world. Wehave
a single seller and a single buyer, Tell
him to buy at a certain rate and sell at a
certain rate helow that. He suffers loss
and the taxpaver hands him  over the
amount of his I ss.  Pretty simple on the
face of it, but let us look at it from
another point of view, There are two lots
of people who consume rice; there are
consumers of rice who grow rice and con-
sumers who do not grow rice. Leaving
out the higher grades of rice which we
regard as luxury articles, the consumers
who do not grow rice buy 12,000 bags a
month, while the consumers who grow rice
retain 11,000 bags of their own growing.

T am only giving an illustration of the
difticulties which may arise. The man in
town buys his rice and consumes it. The
man who grows rice takes it to the miller
and takes so much of it home—11,000 bags
against 12,000 bags, nearly 50-50. Now
we come to subsidize rice and the Rice
Marketing Board huys rice at $10 per bag
and sells it at $3. The consumer who
grows his own rice goes to the Board with
11,000 bags of rice and says: ¢ You have
it at $10 per bag.” He gets his money and
savs: * Jhank you very much; take half
of theé money back and give me back my
rice ; T am going to eat it.” The consumer
who does not grow rice says: I entirely
agree with subsidy and T am thoroughly
out to subsidize rice. Tt is true that T will
get my rice at a lower price, but the man
who held it up is now able to sell it at a
high price and he gets cash down as well.
That is not fair.” I am not making
any suggestions one way or the other.
There are consumers of rice who grow it
and there are those who do unot.

Another thing is salt beef. The cost of
living index before the war showed that
the price was 12 cents per 1Ih. We are
not a Colony of vegetarians, and every-
bhodv will agree that salt he:f is an essential
article of food. In war time it is very
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difficult indeed to obtain supplies, a situa-
tion which has given rise to great anxiety.
The price has been rising sharply and will
continue to rise. After a little while the
price goes to 14 cents and the housewife
grambles, It goes to 16 cents and she
asks her husband for more money. He
begins to grumble. The price rises to 18
cents and thon 20 cents and he grumbles
more, but when it reaches 22 cents per
lb. he says: ¢ Give me back that money ;
I am going to eat fresh beef” He eats
fresh beef and it is much better for him
too. There we have another instance
where people have been compelled, not by
a wicked Control Board but by world
prices, to use a local substitute which they
should have used from the start. It
means more than that. We have no con-
trol over the world price of salt beef, but
the moment the price compels people to
switch over to fresh beef in we can come.
We can control the price of fresh beef and
bring down the cost of living in that way.
By a strange coincidence we started making
investigations about local beef prices a
short whi'e ago and an advertisement
appearod in tho newspapers a few days later
which showed that the price of cheap cuts
had come down pretty sharply.

The third example is potatoes but it is
an example of something entirely different.
Potatoes are largely consumed by East
Indians in this Colony for thickening their
currie. If you asked people if potatoes
are essential about nine out of every ten
would say they are. If potatoes are so
essenti 1 as all that and people cannot do
without them, there would have to be a
continuus flow of imports coming in all
the time, A merchant cannot import a
large stock of potatoes because they are
Perishable, so that they have to be coming
1n the whole time and the consumer has
to be buying the whole time. If heis not
buying the whole time then they are
not essential. There is not a steady flow
of imports of potatoes to the amount
people have to consume; imports go up
and down. Why? One can spend a very
long time trying to work out why. When
rain falls the imports of potatoes drop and
when there is a drought there is a rise in
imports. Is an article really essential
which whether you eat it or not depends
on rain? The Fast Indian also thickens
hin ewrrie with vegetables which grow easily
In wey weather, When bthe dry weather
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comes and they are not available he does
not bother to water his garden but goes to
the shop and buys potatoes. I have not
the slightest doubt that I shall be critic-
ized about this: I will be told that I do
not know what East Indianseat. I have
spent long years in the dihdt of India and
I have seen what they eat. The position is
that 8350 million people in India eat their
currie without potatoes, but they thicken
it with the fresh vegetables which the East
Indians eat in this Colony. Ouce in every
20 years our drought is so severe that the
fores's are dry enough to burn. In India
the forests ave like tinder between the Ist
of March and the beginning of June each
year, yet the people take the -trouble to
water their plots in the dry weather. It
is hard living in India and the people live
hard, but they can have those vegetableg
all the year round, Why can't we?

Another thing the East Indian uses to
thicken his currie is dholl. We import
dholl from India here. It is brought on
ships which are badly wanted in this war,
and after a long voyage through the Indian
Ocean, through the Japanese submarines
and across the South Atlantic we have our
dholl which it is essential that we should
have. It has travelled balf the world and
taken a ship weeks to bring it, but when
it lands on the wharf we find that it is the
good old pigeon peas of British Guiana,
Why can't we grow our own? We can-
not split them—why can’t we split them ?
They can do it in India, England and the
Argentine. If we caunot split them why
can't we eat them whole? I think we
might very well call the Line of ships that
bring these things to us the Nurse Line.
We have got to grow more of our food
locally. The question is how can we avoid
subsidizing imported foodstuffs by growing
more food for ourselves? The Control
Board suggests that more should be done
in that direction. There again the next
point of decision arises : are potatoes essen-
tial or are theynot ? I have stated a point
of view upon which anybody can argue, but
it is a decision which the Control Board
has to take. Are we to go to the Food
Production Committee and say ¢« Will you
let us know when there are enough locally
grown vegetables to take the place of
potatoes, and when you tell us we will pro-
hibit the importation of potatoes”? Arve
we B0 say « Now that we fellows eann grow
sl we wanb; lob wo omjpel them 8 by pro-
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hibiting the import of potatoes?” I am
not suggesting that that should be adopted,

That is an obvious but a definitely
expensive solution to a subsidy. There
are other solutions, some total, some
partial, which have been suggested. One
solution was suggested to one of the mem-
bers of the Board. It would not affect
everybody but quite a few people perhaps.
I will put it in the form in which an
employer put it to one member of the
Board. He said: “ I have a great deal of
work to offer but people are not taking it
up. I put a notice up in my office that the
work on the estate was behind hand and to
anybody who lived on the estate I would
give six days’ work, but I got not a single
application.” This is war .time. In
England everybody is working 10 hours a
day and 7 days a week, Sundays, holidays
and overtime. The limit is industrial
fatigue. Where people can get another
day’s work and thereby help to make up
the difference in the cost of living the
question might be gone into whether they
should do so or not. That is again a
solution which I do not put forward as
mine, but as one which has been suggested.

‘When commodities come into short sup-
ply further difliculties arise and an obvious
suggestion is rationing. I hope we will
never come to that in this Colony, and if
we do I do hope I will not have anything
to do with it. It is different, naturally,
in England where everybody eats the same
food, but here where wec eat different kinds
of food I would be sorry for the person
who has to do with it. The general posi-
tion is that supplies are becoming more
and more dificult to obtain and world
prices are rising. That position was difli-
cult before, but since the Tth of December
it has become more dificult still. We
have depended in the past very consider-
ably on Hong Kong and Japan for cheap
footwear, cheap singlets and cheap cloth of
a great many kinds. Japan is our enemy
and Hong Kong is in a state of siege.
‘What are we to do when we cannot get
cheap cloth? It means that if you have
not clothes you must buy dearer cloth,
which is going to affect the cost of living.
What are we going to do when we cannot
get our yachting shoes from Hong Kong ?
We have to go to Capada for a more
expensive but o better article, But what
is happ ening in OQunada ¢ Jupun is knoeking
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at the gates of Malaya and Javs, and the
arsenals of democracy need rubber for war
purposes. The export of all shoes contain-
ing rubber from Canada has been pro-
hibited. We had that tit bit of news
yesterday. So again we may be sure that
where we sec the cost of living suddenly
rise it may suddenly fall because the goods
are not obtainable. I want to stress that.
It has been said that if the Conservator of
Forests and the Comptroller of Customs
were abolished everybody would get what
they wanted. Let them try to get rubber
goods from Hong Kong and cheap cotton
from Japan. The position on the contrary
is that we have hardly glutted the market
with the cheaper class of textiles, People
see the restrictions on what are luxury
goods and they say they are terrific. They
do not realize what a small thing it is in
relation to the total imports of the Colony,

As regards dry gonds this Colony imports
in peace time 7,000,000 square yards a
year, and we have fixed with the other
Colonies cur purchases of a certain line of
goods at 1s. 8d. per square yard e.i.f. which
is essential cotton goods. What is the
effect? Of that 7,000,000 square yards
imported into the Colony 45,700 square
yards appear above the line and the
balance below it, and for the quota
for this 7,000,000 square yards we have
b -en asked to reduce all we can. These
things are extremely difficult to get, and
we have said to the imporiers: ¢ You
can take your qu.ta for the whole of 1942 ;
don’t wait for the 1st J nuary t» get your
import licences and calle your orders all
over the world,” Ask any dry goods man
hcw many orders he has been able to
place up to the present. He has to find
the goods and they arc not easy to find,
and it is going to be more difficult yet.

I want to conclude on just oue personal
note, We have explained and explained
what the principles underlying this restric-
tion business are. In many quarters our
explanations have been without effect.
We are continually being blamel because
we h ve not allowed the importation of
some article for which the exporter in
England can ob'ain an export licence,
‘We have esplained the reason for that
ad nauseam but nobody buthers about the
reason. I am going to explain it again,
The reason is this. At the outbreak of
the war Gront Brituin had the choiee of
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adopting two policies in regard to goods
they exported. One was “You tell us
what you want, certify to us that it is
essential and we will issue export licences
and let you have it.” The other policy
that they could have adopted was ¢ We
will tell you what we will let you have
and you can take that or leave it,” They
adopted the first pclicy, not the second,
very much to our advantage, The policy
that they would take our word for it that
we would only ask for what we could not
do without and issue export licences is
the policy tlie Home Government has
adopted. That is the reason why export
licences can be obtained very often in
the United Kingdom, but we will only
issue import licences for what we really
need if they are in respect of goods which
the Mother Country needs herself,

That is the policy we have always
adopted. Tt is in conformity with the policy
of the Home Government, and I want to
say wmore than that., T am expressing my
personal opinion that the Home Govern-
ment has been much too lenient with us
aitogether. For instance, quite early in
the war, bacon was rationed right down
in Eogland. The Mother Couutry” then
said: « We will introduce a system of
priorities, We will let you have bacon to
the same extent that we are using our-
selves. We will give you a system of
priorities an: you can issue import licences
to the same extent as we are getting
ourselves, You can also issue import
licences without priorities, and if we have
enough to spare we will let you have what
you want,” The Mother Country never
once applied those priorities, gave us
what we asked for and merely took our
word for it that we really needed it. After
Dunkirk, England was in a bad way, expect-
ing invasion at any time, and every particle
of food in the U.K. was wanted, but we
were told even in those circumstances
¢ Get your supplies elsewhere if you can,
if you cannot, then come to us and we will
try to let you have some, but don’t forget
that at any moment we may be in a state
of siege and not able to send any.” Under

those conditions the responsibility is placed.

upon the Board, of which [ am Chairmn,
to play the game by the Mother Country
and not ask for things which she is willing
to give if we say we really need them,
unless we do really need them. That has
heen our policy all along and must continue
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to be our policy. That is the reason why
there are times when people in England-
say “ We can get an export licence for
that if you can get an import licence.” The

- Mother Country has relied upon us not to

give that import licence unless we are
sincerely convinced that those goods are
essential, (Applause).

Tee PRESIDENT : T suspended the
Order of the Day in vrder that the Con-
servator of Forests shoull make his state-
ment, I therefore propose now to proceed
with the Order of the Day and give an
opportunity later on for any discussion.
that hon. Members may desire. I regard
this ma'ter as one of mest vital importance,
and what we want is action and decision.
Therefore any further discussion of the
matter must come forward on a motion
of some practical merit. I think the |best
thing would be if I asked the Unofficial
Members to select threo of their number
to meet the Control Board with a view to
putting a motion before the Council for
such practical proposals of organization
and expenditure as may be necessary. T
therefore call on the Senior Unofficial
Member (Mr. Dias) to be good enough to
have his colleagues chonse three of their
number to meet the Board. I withhold
any remarks of my own on the general
matter, except to say that E think the
Colony, as a whole, has a long way to go to
realize the effects of economic warfare
which is going to become a great deal more
grim than it is, snd there is going to be a
great deal more doing without if we are
going to carry on at all.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

EstivaTes, 1942,

The Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee and resumed consideration of the
estimates of expenditure to be defrayed
from revenue for the year ending 3lst
December, 1942.

Locar GovERNMENT.

Item 1—Commissionor of Local Govern-
ment, $4,800.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I do not
intend to enter into a discussion on the
question of the Franchise Commission, nor
do I intend to say whether adult suffrage



441 Estimates, 1942

should be introduced into this Colony, or
whether it should be introduced imme-
diately or at some future date. I hope the
Council will be given an opportunity to
discuss the findings of the Commission
when its report has been presented. I also
do not intend to make any comment on
the unjustifiable and ill-informed attacks
wade by the hoo. Member for North-
Western District (Mr, Jacob) on the
Local Government Board.  Some of those
ill informed attacks have been ably dealt
with by the hon. Member for Ceuntral
Demerara (Mr. DeAguiar), but what I
would like to examine is the claim of the
hon, Member that he represents 95 per
cent. of the people of the Colony.

The hon. Member has said in this Council
that he has visited every constituency in
vhis Colony and has had resolutions passed
in each of them, I would like to examine
the resolution which was passed and the
circumstances under which it was passed
in Western Berbice, the constituency
which I have the henour to represent. I
did receive a circular letter from the hon.
Member, dated July 30 last, informing me
that he had been invited to hold one or
more meetings in my constituency. Of
course he took the precaution not to state
by whom he had been invited, On Auguss
13 T received another communication from
him enclos'ng five resolutirns which he
said had been passed ab duly constituted
meetings in Western Berbice, one at a
society’s hall at Rosignol and the other at
Hopetown. He took good care not to
mention by whom the resolutions were
moved and seconded, but he ended up by
saying that they were unanimously passed.
I intend to refer to Resolution No. 5 and
with your permission, sir, I will read it.
It states :—

‘“Be it further resolved that each Depairt-
ment of the Government shall be adminsistered
by a Committee, the Chairman of which shall
be nominated by the Governor from the Elected
Members of the Legislative Council, in cclla-
boration with the Head of the said Department

and two other Members nominated by the said
Governor. ”

Those resolutions are supposed to have
been passed on a Sunday hefore August 13,
about August 11, but for the information
of the Council I will say that as the repre-
gentative of the district I have held no
less than four meetings throughout my
district prior to those held by the hon.
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Member. I make bold to say that voters
who attended the hon. Member’s meetings
were also present at my meetings aund, of
course, there can be no doubt that they
were fully aware that [ had consulted the
views of my counstituents long before the
hon. Member went into that district to
hold his two meotings. Yet we find that
the res lution I have read is said to have
been passed unanimously, and to express
the feelings of the people in Western Ber-
bice. Prior to going there aund holding
those meetings the hon. Member sent hand-
billy which stated that resolutions similar
to those passed ab public meetings held at
Bartica, Leguan, and Mabaruma, reported
in detail in the Daily Chronicle of July 22,
would bo submitted to the meotings. A
meeting was held by me at Hopetown on-
July 14, nearly one month previously, yet
it is said that Memb-rs of this Council do
not find it convenient to consult their con-
gtituents. I have brought the matter to
the notice of this Council in order that it
might be aware of the manner in which
those resolutions were passed, and of the
hon. Member’s claim to represent 95 per
cent. of the villagers. I think heis very
much mistaken,

So far as adult suffrage is concerned I,
as a member of this Council, was the only
one who in my memorandum asked the
Roya! Comuission that it should be con-
sidered for this Colony.

Mr. LEE : I would like to coirect any
misapprehension that Members may have
on this matter, and to lay before them the
facts which led to the meetings being held
throughout the Colony.

Mr. WOQLFORD: I rise to a point of
order. The subject under discussion is
Local Governwent. I have listened to
personal explanations by Mewbers about
resolutions moved in their constituencies
and methods of reprisal that might very
well take place in tho future against visits
to their constituencies by the hon. Member
for North-Western District (Mr. Jacob)
and the Member who has just sat down.
Is thie Council interested in this? I do not
feel that I should sit here until 5 o’clock
in the afternoon when nine-tenths of the
day we are considering personal matters,
or whether adult suffrage, which I am
certain some of them do not understand,
is to be adopted in futuro. I ask that
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the subject under discussion be proceeded
with.

Mr. DE AGUIAR:

I wish to join in
that request.

It seems that the Council—

Mr. WOOLFORD : I have risen to ask
the Chair to rule one way or the other
and [ am not aware that even if the hon.
Member agrees with that he can be allowed
to speuk until the Chair rules.

Tee CHATRMAN: I was about to
raise the point when the hon. Member got
up and asked that the subject be dropped.
I did allow the Member who last spoke to
go on and I realized that ho was going
very long and that considerable latitude
had already been allowed the hon. Member
for North-Western District (Mr. Jacob).
I rule that this question be dropped.

Mr. LEE: In all my speeches hewe I
have never departed from the -subject.
The subject before us is Local Govern-
ment and T have taken the trouble, after
consideration with the hon. Member for
North-Western D'strict (Mr. Jacob), to
go to my constituents and point out to
them what is the intention of Government.
That is what I was about to place before
the Counci', and T am going to do s=o, sir,
even if you have to rule me out of order,
I must bring it to your notice that the
people in my constituency have accepted
a resolution for Local Government, and
that subject is under discussion now, I
am going to read part of the resolution,
which was accep'ed throughout the Colony,
requesting Government to accept tho
principle of the creation of a separate
Committee or Commission to ascertain
the views of the people in the villages on
the question of adult suffrage in the vil-
lages. It is necessry that I shouldinform
Government of the views of the peop'e in
my constituency as expressed at public
meetings I have attended. I do not think
that is outside the sulject under discus-
gion. Some Members of the Council are
afraid because they have not done their
duty to the people.

Tae CHAIRMAN: Read your resolu-
tion 1if you wish, but get ou with the sub-
ject.

Mr, LEE: If I cawnot speak for the
constituencies of other Members I will
speak for mine. The resolution I referred
to states i==

LeaisLAaTive COUNCIL.
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RESOLUTION No. 1.

WHEREAS we, the Electors and Residents
of Electoral District No. 12, Essequebo River,
are aware of the urgent need for changes in
the Constitution, and we are dissatisfied -with
the manner in which it is proposed to effect
such changes;

AND WHEREAS we are certain that if fuller
representation and responsibility are afforded
us and the Elected Members of both the
Executive and Legislative Councils, better
progress in the Colony's life would be achieved;

AND WHEREAS the proposed changes in the
Constitution, as enunciated by His Excellency
Sir Wilfrid Jackson, K.C.M G., in his message
No. 9, dated June 9th, 1941, and in his speech
to the Legislative Council on June 11th, 1941,
will not meet the wishes of the people;

AND WHEREAS the present terms of reference
of the Franchise Commission arc not wide
enough to enable us to express our opinion as
to the kind of Constitution we require;

AND WHERE -8 the terms of reference of the
Commission are inconsistent, when compared
with His Excellency's message No. 9, dated
June 9th, 1941, paragraphs 3 and 4, and deliv-
ered to the Legislative Council on June 1lth,
1941, as follows :—

“ As Horourable Members are aware a
representative Franchise Commission
has been set up as recommended by the
Royal Commission toreview the position
in this Colony and to make recommenda-
tions. The Commission is also empowered
to advise on the qualifications which
should be required for election to mem-
bership of the Legislative Council and
as to any alterations which may be
desirable in the boundaries of the exist~
ing electoral districts.”

“4, Tt is hoped that the Commission will
proceed with its enquiries withall possible
despatch, but as some time must
necessarily elapse before its report can
be presented and new electoral rolls can
be compiled, it has also been proposed
that in the meantime the composition
of the Legislative Council should be
modified on the lines recommended by
the Royal Commission.”

AND WHEREAS the dissatisfaction felt by us
and others has had no effect on the administra-
tion of the Colony, under its present form of
Government ;

(1) Be ¢t Resolved that the Official Members
of the New Legislative Council, viz:—The
Colonial Secretary, Attorney-General, and
Colonial Treasurer, should remain as Members
of the new Council for a period not exceeding
five years, from the date of the Constitution of
the new Council ; thereafter, all the Members
of the Legislative Council should be elected
by the people, on the basis of Universal Adult
Suffrage;

(2) Be it further Resolved that the composi-
tion of the Executive Council of British Guiana
be restricted to Members of the Legislative
Council only, the Elected Members to the
Executive Council being elected and chosen by
the Elected Members themselves, who shall be
in the majority in the said Executive Council;
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(3) Be it further Resolved that in the proposed
interim change of the said Legislative Coun-
cil that the number of Nominated Unofficial
Mecembers should be incrcased from five to
seven; that there should be a new nomination
for these seven seats, and that the different
interests and organisations should be entitled
to send in a panel of names from which His
Excellency can choose, provided that where
there are no rccognised bodies, His Excellency
the Governor shall have the right of nominat-
ing any member of the public to serve thosc
interests or organisations;

(4) Be it further Resolved that the reserve
powers vested in the Governor of British
(Guiana, under Article 62 of the Order-in-Coun-
cil, should be withdrawn and the privilege of
cxcercising those reserve powers shall only be
exercised by the Governor with the advice of
the new Executive Council;

\5) Be it further Resolved that each depart-
ment of the Government shall be administercd
by a Committee, the Chairman of which shall
be nominated by the Governor from the Elected
Members of the Legislative Council, in colla-
boration with the head of the said Department
and two other members nominated by the said
Governor;

(6) DBe it further Resolved that a Committee
of the Franchise Commission should confer
with the Franchise Commissions of Trinidad
and Jamaica and the other West Indian Islands,
with the object of obtaining unanimity in
regard to the composition of the Executive
Councils, Legislative (‘ouncils, and the qualifi-
cationsof voters and the compilation of Electoral
Rolls, so as to facilitate early federation of
British Guiana and the British West Indies.

{7) Be it further Resolved that the Franchise
Commission should request the (sovernor to
widen its scope of enquiry to include: (a) the
qualifications of voters and Members of the
Georgetown and New Amsterdam Town Coun-
cils, and of voters and Members of the Village
Councils, on the basis of TUniversal Adult
Suffrage;and (b) the number of Members to
compose the Legislative and Executive Coun-
cils of British Guiana.

That is a part of Resolution No. 1
which was passed and accepted as a prin-
ciple at ten meetings held in my consti-
tuency, and I am inviting Governwent’s
attention to the fact that the terms of
reference of the Franchise Cowmmission
are inadequate and do not meet the wishes
of the people of this Colony and of my
constituency, I therefore ask Govern-
ment to appoint a Commission as early as
possible to enquire whether the people in
the villages desire adult suffrage in this
Colony. I feel sure that when the evidence
is taken Government will find that they
do desire it, and many of the Elected
Members of this Council will have some-
thing to answer at the next General
Election.

I would like to draw Your Excellency’s
attention Lo one or two facts in respect
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of my constituen¢y. I have always tried
my best to confine my remarks to my
conslituency because other Members can
look after theirs. I am only responsible
for mine. I contend that a District Com-
missioner should be a sort of father to the
people in his district, but I find that that
is not so. The District Aduinistratiin
Scheme was a laudable one. There is 1o
doubt about that, but we find tht Govern-
ment has pitchforked men who had no
experienco and no knowledge of District
Administration. The result is that the
people are disgruntled with the Adminis-
tration in my constituency. Ona certain
occasion when the Commissioner wasinvest-
igating complaints some of the people
followed him and he asked “ Why are you
following me like crows?” Their patience
was tested that day and they left him as
a crow leaves a bone. (laughter)., I am
suggesting that there should be some con-
tact between the Local Government Board
and the several Country Districts.

I received a complaint from my district
that a koker had been blown away and the
water was destroying the crops of the
farmers. When I appealed to the Secretary
of the Board in Georgetown he referred
me to the District Contmissioner who was
at Bartica and the people suffered for
several days. I am respectfully suggesting
that the Board should have some power
to spend money in cases of emergency. If
the Local Government Board is to control
the Couutry Districts then let it have
power to do certain things in those dis-
tricts.

The hon. Member for Central Demerara
(Mr. DeAguiar) says that members of
Country Authorities appointed by Govern-
ment wre always carefully examined. I
would like to know by whom are they ex-
amined? My experience is that they are
examined by the District Commissioner
who makes recommendations. But wlhat
do we find? Certain men who cannot
agree with the District Commissioner are
not appointed.

Tor COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
examination is held by the Chairman and
the members of the Local Government
Board. The qualifications of candidates
ave carefully scrutinized by the members of
the Board ; no favouaritism is shown. The
hon. Member said that the District Com-
missioner had the final say and that men
whom he wanted were appointed,



447  PBstimates, 1942

Mr. LEE: Inever said that. I said
that he recommended men to the Beard.
Who are the members of the Board? Do
they know the people? They have to
rely on the District Commissioner’s
recommendation, and what do we find ?
If the Commissioner likes Mr. A he will
recommend him  highly.  If Government
is going to continue the system of Country
Districts instead of giving them village
status I would ask if it is not possible to
amend the law-so as to give themn the
right to elect members of the Country
Authorities. I do not suggest that Gov-
ernment should not have a majority on
those Authorities because the members
“have to be trained. The Royal Com-
mission has recommended that the people
should be given an opportunity to learn
to govern themselves, and Government
should adopt methods to meet the wishes
of the peopls in that respect. T know
that a petition was sent to the Local
Government Board for the appointment
of certain persons as councillors, but the
people’s wishes were not listened to because
they have not the power to vote. If
Government desires to carry out the
recommendations of the Royal Commission
some means might be adopted whereby
Country Districts would be given the right
to elect members of the Country
Authorities.

There is another matter to which I
would Jike to draw attention. Under the
old Ordinance there was an implied con-
tract between a landlord and a tenant that
the dwelling rented would be kept in a
habitable vondition. T have approached
Government several years to have an
amendment made in the present Ordinance
but promises made to do so have not been
carried into effect. Many cases have been
dismissed because that provision does not
exist in the presentlaw. I am appealing
to Government in the interest of the
poorer classes to introduce an amendwment
ag early as possible.

I have received a complaint that there
is a great deal of illegal branding of cattle
in the Rupununi district but no action has
been taken by Government. I am asking
that steps be taken to put a stop to it,

Tn veply to the hun., Member for Cen-
tral Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) ¥ woiild
sty that the Eitty Conntiy Authority has
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on more than one occasion petitioned to
Government asking that the status of the
district be raised to that of a Village
District. What has Government done ?
Nothing. Can anyoue say that there are
not men at Kitty sufficiently intelligent to
govern their own affairs? I would like
the hon. Member to answer that question.
I sm sure that if the hon. Mewber had
demanded a change of the status of Kitty
the Local Government Board would have
granted it,

Mr. DeAGUIAR: I would like to
express my personal regret that the hon.
Member never seems to find it convenient
to be present when important debates of
this kind begin. If he were here at the
beginning [ think that most of the state-
ments he has made might not have fallen
from his lips, because he would have had

the advantage of hearing the answers
given to tho hon. Member of North-
Western District (Mr. Jacob). When

Members persist in making statements it
becomes necessary for other Members to
reply to them, especially one who has the
wisfortune or good fortune of being a
member of the Board referred to.

I have been asked a specific question by
the hon., Member with regard to tho
petition which was sent to the Board by
tho people of the Kitty district, I will
begin by asking the hon. Member if he is
aware of the counter-petition which was
also sent to the Board asking that the
status of the district should remain as it
is. Perhaps he is aware of it, but as most
hon. Members do in making representa-
tions to the Council, he has presented only
one side of the picture. The hon. Mem-
ber has refrained from referring to the
counter petition which was sent in by a
large number of residents of Kitty, and
I submit with confidence that a larger
number of the responsible residents of
Kitty are against the raising of the status
of the district.

The Council resumed and adjourned for
the luncheon recess until 2 p,m.
2 pm.—
 The Council resumed.
Cost or LiviNng.

Ter PRESIDENT: I would just like
to aunnounee thal I have gathered that the
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Unofficial Members would like to appoint
five of their number to meet the Control
Board and discuss the cost of living and
other matters this morning. I am perfect-
ly agreeable to that. The names subwitted
are Messrs. Woolford, De Aguiar, Jacob,
Mackey and C.V. Wight. I understand
they will meet the hon, Conservator of
Forests to-morrow morning,

EstivaTEs, 1942,

The Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee and resumed consideration of the
Estims tes of Expenditure to be defrayed
from revenue for the year ending 31st
December, 1942, which have been laid on
the table.

Local GOVERNMENT,

Mr, DrAGUIAR : When the Council
adjourned I was replying to the hon. Mem-
ber for Bssequebo River (Mr. Lee) in regard
to the complaint made about the petition
sent to the Local Government Board for
the raising of the st tus of the Kitly Local
Auth rity. Unfortunately the hon, Mem-
ber iy not again in his seat and I do not
know towhom I must addressmyreply. Isee
one of his colleagues here and, perhaps, he
may be good enough to tell him the nature
of the reply I am about to give. I have
said enough on this petition to convince
even his honourable colleague that not only
the petition he referred to but the counter-
petition were both carefully considered
before a decision was arrived ab. Apart
from the question of these petitions, what
I would like to impress upon the hon.
Member for Essequebo River particularly
is that other factors were taken into con-
sideration. Whena matter of such im-
portance is before a Board, whether it be
the Local Government Board or any other
Board, one does not take a one-sided view
of it, but it is considered from all angles. In
this particular instauce several important
factors outside the petition were also con-
sidered by the Board, and the decision was
made that it was in the best interest of
that village that the Authority should
carry on as at present for some further
period at any rate. If that is not a rea:
sonable position to take, I do not know.
Of course, unreasonable men will always
consider a reasonable decision unreason-
able. It does not mabter how well one
triga £6 be; when they make reprosentie
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tions it seems that they always endeavour
to put forward one side of the pictare—
that which makes it appear that their
argument is sound. That is the sort of
representation we are accustomed to in
this Council. T regret to say that hon.
Vembers before tulking on a subject,
although they preface their remarks with
“T have visited the District. T know the
people. The people comwe to me,” on
examination it is always found that they
have selected the side of the picture which
suits their argument. That is no argument
ab all, T submit.,

There is one other point I wish to make.
I would not have referred t, it except
that I happen to be a member of the
Board. We do not want to hear so much’
about putting this on record. I do not
want things put on record and not refuted,
especially when they are not true and are
only a fabrication of the truth. It is said
that the members of the Board accept the
recommendations of the District Commis-
sioners in the various districts ad nausewm.
The Local Authorities put names up and
those names are accepted. That is not
true. I submit that if that is the pro-
cedure then there is no need to have =a
Board ; all the District Commissioners
have to do is to send in names to the
Government and they will be accepted.

Mr, JACOB : I rise to correct the hon,
Member. My hon. colleague, the Mem-
ber for Essequebo River, is not here, but
he bad explained on a subsequent occasion
that several names are sent in and one
of those names is selected by the Board.

Mr. DEAGUTAR: I understeod him to
say that the names subwitted by the Dis-
trict Commissioners are the names of those
appointed. He said so, definitely. I main-
tain that statement is wronr. Whilst it
is true that the names are submitted by
the District Commissioners, those names
are gone into by the Board. The hon.
Member accused the members of the Board
of not having a knowledge of the people
of the districts, I would like to ask the
hon. Member himself whether he e¢an
claim to have a knowledge of the several
peoples of the several districts of the
Colony. Unless he is a walking encyclo-
pedia, I do not know that he can. Some
people profess to have & knowledge of
nothing goed end houess, I have ne
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doubt thabt if the hon. Member was put to
the test he would be found wanting in
many respects, What is the real position
in regard to the nomination of these
people ? The names are put up and after
consideration they are published, I agree
that very often the persons nominated do
not find favour with everybody. I go fur-
ther and say that even the names of per-

sons submitted by the hon. Member for-

Essequebo River do not find favour in the
districts, and the reason for that is obvious.
I have no desire to dilate on thatat all. I
only mentin that to show that there is
no merit in the argument put forward by
the hon, Member for KEssequebo River
that because “ A,” a person who is wanted
a3 a member of the Local Authority for
certain reasons, was not nominated by the
Board it does not necessarily follow that
if nominated he would have found favour
even in his own district,

Mr. JACKSON : I would just like for
a few moments to refer to one or two
matte's in connection with this debate,
It would have been exceedingly surprising
if criticisms in connection with the Local
Government Board had not been so incisive
and so virile, for I know as a matter of
fact that the Local Government Board ig
to some Members of this Council like a
red rag to a bull. The reason for it I take
it, is because the Local Government Board
does not carry out their suggestions or does
not see eye to eye with them. The hon.
Member for North-Western District (Mr.
Jacob) referred to the Board as a hindrance
to vllage administration, but I think he
has shot wide of the mark. The Local
Government Board performs a distinet duty
in connection with these villages, and, as a
matter of fact, we have to save the people
from themselves sometimes. I have no
doubt that if the guiding and restraining
influence of the Local Government Board
was withdrawn from the villages chaos
would be the order of the day. Reference
was made also to the number of complaints
received by the hon, Member for North-
Western District and his colleague. I want
to say thatit is the ordinary way of things.
The supp'y creates the demand, and when
the people realize fully that theve are cer-
tain individuals who aro ready and anxious
to hear complaints, whether they have
grounds for complaint or not, they will
ran to them and pester them with any
amount of eomplaintes I was very glad,
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sir, that you made the remark that we
should leave aside those meetings which are
supposed to have been held by the hon.
Member for North-Western District and
his colleague, I am very glad for
that. I have some remarks to make on the
question, but I prefer to let the whole
thing fall with its own weight. I do think
the time has really come when a period
ought to be put to the useless rveiterations
of the hon, Member about his influence in
the community and in the various districts
of the Colony. 1 do feel, sir, that instead
of the people going to him and his col-
league and asking them to go to their
various districts, it is they who are foreing
themselves upon the people and are trad.
ing on the credulity of some of the less
informed people in those districts.

With reference to the matter of the
Canals Polder, I do not intend to say any-
thing because I think the answer given by
the hon, Member for Central Demerara
(Mr. De Aguiar) quite meets the case, but it
is extremely regrettable that these matters
are brought up over and over again when
the answers to them, satisfactory answers,
have been given. Iremember speaking on
this question when it was raised previously
by the hon. Member for North-Western
District, and I thought then thit the
answer he got would have silenced him for-
everin connection with that matter, but he
has brought it up again and I will not
worry with it as the hon. Mewmber for Cen-
tral Demerara has already done so, and,
possibly the Commissioner of Local Gov-
ernment may have something to say on it.

I would like to refer to certain remarks
made by my hon. friend, the Member for
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar). We have
been closely associated with Village Admin-
istration for a number of years, a longer
number of years than I would like to men-
tion. As far as I am concerned I have
been born in one of the villages. I have
lived my whole life in the villages snd I
know everything in connection with the
villages, and villagers and village adminis-
tration, and Ido not feel that the remarks
made by the hon. Member for Berbice
River w.th regard to the District Commis-
sioners were well chosen. He referred to
the District Commissioners as not being
necessary where you have Village Councils
and atated that you cannot have the Dis
trich Commissioners and the Village Pina
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tricts working together. I am sorry he is
not here. I think his memory is very short.
The time was when the villages had direct
communication with the Local Govern-
ment Board and, as a matter of fact, it
took a longer time then to get through
with matters in connection with village
administration. I h d remarked at the
time the schewe was brought about, that
it should prove very useful and village
matters should be expediled becanse of
the men on the spot, I say now without
fear of conirasdiction that the District
Commissioners have done very good work
in connection with village administration,
They have by their timely aid and assist-
ance and kind counsel averted many a
disaster, and because they can be had at
a momeant’s notice many things have been
done or averted, as the case may be, good
on the one hand for the Conncil and
detrimental on the other hand to the work
of the Council in general. I dosay I am
not a special pleader for these District
Commissioners, but I know their worth.
I koow the immensity of their duties, and
I know the hardship which they them-
selves have to endure. Very frequently
T have had to offer them what I thought
was some encouragement in order that
they may not be downhearted but may
proceed with their work,

Reference, too, was made to the cost of
Local Government, but it must be borne
in mind that a good deal of work that did
not fall to the Local Government Boavd
has been taken on by the District Commis-
sioners, Our whole fiscal system in the
country is practically in their hands. The
Immigration Agents who at one time
resided in the various districts do not
reside there now, because their work has
been taken over by the District Comrnis-
sioners, The District Commissioners and
their officers are all Tmmigration Agents
now, and a whole department has been
closed down and its work handed over to
the District Commissioners. I am satisfied
that the District Administration Scheme
is being carried out in a capable manner.
We cannot have all that we want. No-
body can be regarded as a superman, and
there must be mistakes. At times we may
not come up to what we hope to be. Why
deery a useful organization because, per-
haps, of some pique on the part of any
individual ?

Teference way made to Kitty and to the
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petition for the raising of its status. What
right have we to demand that every
petition we send up anywhere should be
granted ?  Why ought we to cry like little
children when we do not get what we want ?
I think the remarks made in conuection
with these matters by the hon. Members
to whom refecrence has been already made
were not to the point and could not be
relied upon. I supporf the item under
discussion now, and I do sincerely hopo
that we shall never have a repetition of
the propaganda work that is being carried
out for a purpose—I say so because I know
it was carried out for a purpose—and I do
hope we shall hear less about this pro-
paganda work by the two hon. Members of
this Council, one of whom opeuly stated
that they are the only two representatives
of the people who do their work. T hope
a period will be put to all this useless
and idle talk.

Mr. LAING (Commissioner of Labour
and Local Government) : Some "nisunder-
standing is likely to creep into our dis-
cussion on the affairs of my department
for the reason that the label that
has been attached to it is some-
what misleading, The scheme for Dis-
trict Administration was introduced on
the instructions of the late Sir Edward
Denham, who in his minute to this Council
referred to the matter as “ Liocal A dminis-
tration.” The Committee who considered
that instruction and drew up the scheme
also rcferred to it as “Local Admin-
istration ” and to the proposed Head
of the Department as ¢ Secretary for
Local Affairs.” It seems that both Gov-
ernwent and Committee referred to a
Department of Local Administration but
somebody, I don’t know who it was,
decided to attach the label of *“ Local Gov-
ernment ”’ to the Department. It may be
understood, therefore, that the Depart-
ment deals only with m-stters concerning
the Village Districts, and it may also be
considered that the Department deals with
matters which affect the two Municipalities.
That, of course, is not so, While the duty
of the District Commissioners in connection
with village affairs is the most important
part of their duties, it is by no means tho
whole of the duties which they have to per-
form. This brings us to the question of
the cost of the Department which has been
raised by one or two hon, Members of this
Couneil,
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The Department was inaugurated in
1932,  Although the hon. Member for
Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) who, I
know, pays particular attention to the
Estimates of HExpenditure of Government,
has referred to a sum of $8,000 be'ng
voted in 1930. T have tried to trace that item
but have been unable to find it. As he
stated it does exist, it must be somewhere
in the Estimates of that year. The Dis-
trict Administration Schewe was intro-
duced in 1932, and it took over the duties
of several departments, including the
Hxcise Department (which 1is known
locally a3 the Commissaries’” Department),
the Immigration Depa'tment, the Lands
and Mines Deparimeunt (a portion) and the
duties of the Local Government Board.
Prior to'the introduction of this scheme
the Heads of those Depirtments had in
all districts their own representatives—
those Departments whichhad outdoorduties
to perform. There was in the districts
an officer representing the Lands and
Mines and the Commissaries’ Departments,
one representing the Local Government
Board and one representing the Immigra-
tion Department, which in those days
undertook labour work, It was thought
that all those officers really did not have
sufficient dutiesto keep them fully employed
and also there was considerable duplication
of travelling and useless duplication of
allowances, It was decided to co-ordinate
all those services in one officer known as a
District Commissioner,

The current estimate of Bxpenditure
which was absorbed by the Department
in 1932 amounted to $84,456. During
the two years following there was a sum of
$22,259 which was transferred from other
Departments to the Head * Local Gov-
ernment,” which increased the expenditure
of the Department to nearly $103,000. In
later years there was attached to the
Department a section to deal particularly
with labour. The expenditure on the
officer was approved in this Council, and
that considerably increased the expendi-
ture under that Head. In addition to
that, there were increments and such things
as war bonus, which brought the total of the
Department to $148,224. Whether there
was district administration or not it
would have very little or no effect on the
current estimates of expenditure. My hon.
friend, the Member for Berbice River, (Mr,
Eleazar) is not here but he has always
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opposed this system of administration in the
districts. He has come here for the past
eight years that I know about, and told us
frightening stories of paramount chiefs. I
have no kaowledge of the system of admin-
istration in the African Colonies, but T have
read cxtensively books on the subject and
a recent book by Sir Donald Cameron in
which he gives his experiences in those
Colonies and bis experiences of indirect
rule. I have becn unable to trace any
resemblance in the African system to our
system which is based on conditions in
this Colony and not conditions in the Afri-
can Possessious.

The hon. Member for North-Western
Disirict (Mr. Jacob) has referred to the
Local Government Board and its functions,
particularly in regard to the appointment
of members of Local Authorities, I am
pleased that this discussion has taken place
because it does point to one thing and that
is, there is a very lively interest in Local
Governmeat affairs and in the affairs of
Local Authorities. We have been presented
from time to time on the Local Govern-
ment Board with petitions for and against
the appointment of certain mémbers, The
members of these Local Authorities are
very carefully selected, and I would like it
to be kunown that their re-appointment is
not automatic. We have a record of
these gentlemen who give services to Local
Authorities, snd when those Authorities
are visited by my officors a very
careful note is taken of their attendance,
their general behaviour on the Council and
their suitabitity for appointment. Their
names are submitted to the Local Gov-
ernment Board for final selection and
appointment. This must lead to some
disappointment for the reason that in
their  village there are two fac-
tions, I do not say it is detrimeatal
to the village. I think it is a héalthy sign
that there should be some opposition.
There is no doubt that when oue member
is appointed who does not belong to ons
or the other faction there is some discon-
tent in the village. That, I am afraid, is
inevitable. I waut it to be clearly under-
stood that appointment to these Authori-
ties is not automatic but is given to the
gentlemen who are best suited for tha
appointment,

Several hon, Members have referred to
the question of the Franchise Commission
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I do not think that is a matter that cemes
under discussion here to-day, Whether
Your Excellency’s Government is going to
appoint a Commission to cousider the
questicn of Village Franchise I do not
know,; but I would like to say that as
recently as 1934 the franchise of the
villages was carefully revised and con-
sidered and I had thé honour to introduce
in this Council a Bill to improve the
status of Villages and Village Councils.
The hon. Member for the North-Western
District was told by me on the last
occasion that there had been great
improvement in the composition of these
Village Councils and that the Bill to which
I referred just now gave to these villages
power to elect two-thirds of their Council-
lors. In the Country Districts the members
of the Authority are all clected by the
Local Goveroment Board,

Mr. JACOB:
Mr,

Nominated |

LAING:  Appointed by the
Local Goveroment Board.  The hon.
Member for North-Western Distiict
also raised the question of the status
of the Canals Polder, and the hon. Mem-
ber for Essequebo River referred to
the petition in regard to the status of
Kitty Village. ‘L'he hon, Member for
Central Demerara adequately replied
to my hon. friend in regard to the
reasons why Government is unable to grant
the petition.  With respect to the Canals
Polder T am quite certain that when the
Authority gets under way and is better
organised its status will be improved, if it
is the desire of the inhabitants that that
should be so, The hon. Member for Cen-
tral Demerara and the hon. Nominated
Member (Mr. Jackson), who sits on the
left of the hon. Member for North-West-
ern District, have replied to the comnment
made in regard to the elevation of Kitty
Village, and so I need not speak further on
that, The hon, Member for Central em-
erara also referred to the question of loans
to Local Authorities, and the hon. Mem-
ber for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) referred

to a distressing story in respect ef
a village in his constituency, which
he did not name, where a koker

was blown out and the inhubitants suftered
as the result of flooding. I may say that
on these Estimates which are beforethe
Council to-day it will be noticed there is
the sum of $10,717 which will provide the
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means of making short term loans to Local
Authorities. If the distressing incident
to which my hon, friend referred does
occur it will be possible to obtain short
term loans to put the position right.

The hon. Member for Central Demerara
asked a question inregard to du'y allow-
ances for Distillery Officers. The Dis-
tillery Officers are in charge of the Rum
Distilleries which are all under reveoue
lock, Their duties are particularly im-
portant. It needs special lknowiedge and
special training to supervise these distiller-
ies. It bhas been found in many instances
that Junior Officers are required owing to
the exigencies of the Service to undertake
these responsible duties, and Government
feels, and that rightly, that they should get
a certain allowance to compensate for it.
The s'aff has been slightly increased and
these allowances also increased in order to
take charge of a certain situation which

has arisen in counection with the storage

of rum over the capacity of the Colonial
Bonded Warehouse. These clerks will be
engaged to carry out the complete duties
in connection with these rum stores which,
it is proposed, should be under revenue
lock and, therefore, the Department will
be entirely responsible at all times for
these conditions. I may say that while the
expenditure of this Department may
appear high, the revenue collected by this
Department has increased 78,6 per cent.
Naturally, where there is considerable in-
crease in revenue additional officers ave
required, and that is the reason why the
staft has been added to slightly from time
to time.

Mr., JACOB: I think I should clear up
one or two points that huve been raised
by two—

Tug CHAIRMAN: The Lhon. Member
has spoken several times on this subject.

Mr.JACOB: Ihave only spoken once.
The debate having taken the turn it did
yesterday I think T am right—

Tue CHATRMAN: We are in Com-
mittee and a Member can speak several
times provided he speaks to the point. I
asked hon. Members if they had anything
to say and no one got ap. If the hon.
Member has a point of extreme impor-
tance and relevant he may proceed.
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Mr. MACKEY : I beg t» move that the
Head ¢ Local Government ”’ be now put.

My, JACOB: I am not going to de-
lay the Committee very long, While T was
speaking yesterday, I saida Royal Com-
mission wag appointed on account of public
demand, and Your Excellency asked
me to give some reference to it. In ad-
dition to the reference handed to you by
the hon. Member for Essequebo River —

T CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
is reiteraling a point we have already har.
If he bas anythiug new touching the ques-
tion let us have it.

Mr. JACOB: For instance, the hoo.
Member for Western Berbice (Mr. Peer
Bacchus) raised a point in regard to what
T stated about meetings and left it in the
air. T think Ishould correct that statement,

Tur CHAIRMAN : T must ask the hon.
Member to keep to the point. To go on
riiterating arguments will take up much
time.

Mr. JACOB: Is ibt fair that these in-
accurate statements should remain on
record ?

Tarz CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member
may take some other mcthod of bringing it
to the Council. We are on the Estimates
and must keep to the point.

Mr, JACOB :

Ter CHAIRMAN : Before putting the
question there are one or two questions
put which I must answer. The Commis-
sioner of Local Government has already
explained that his Department covers a
great many things as well as village admin-
istration. The question has been put to
me whether Village Administration will
occupy much of my attention. To that I
make a sympathetic rcsponse. Tho whole
of my training has been based on the belief
that tho basis of successful representative
administration in a tropical agricultural
Colony is a sound village administration,
and a Colony hag its institution, a Legis-
lative Council, on that broad and sound
basis. I have heard it snid that the Colony
whose chief institution is its Legislative
Council is like a pyramid with its base
upside down on its apex and somewhat
wobbling. My own experience for many

All right, sir.
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years has been directly connected with
village district administration and what
the hon. Member for Berbice River fears
for this Colony—tyrannical paramount
chiefs. T have been one of those adminsi-
trative officers and I differ from him there.
I would like to essure hon. Members that
in actual effect that is wrong. The whole
object and aim of administration in Africa
has been a democratic representative
adwiuistration. It bas as ils basis the wost
democratic of all such institutions. What
I shall make it my business to look for is
the basis of a successful village adminis-
tration which must initiate community
spirit and some definite place in the burdea
of administrative work whether by taxation
or not.

What I am accustomed to is a village
community where every individual house-
holder pays its tax, That does not hold
here. It may he by way of rates. That
is what I am eccustomed to a~d what I
believe is the consensus of opirion, and
yet I find this Colony has a very high
low limit for its Income Tax, £150 per
annum, while in other parts of the West
Indies the limit is only £50, Personally,
I believe in a system where every house-
hold takes a share of direct taxation. In
the West Indies I have had two interest-
ing experiences. In one Island where
they insisted to estsblish village adminis-
tion, I pointed out there must be some
basis of difference and it was a question
whether those people were going to take
on the contribution of anything to their
own administration. = The ILegislative
Council had made a grave mistake some
years ago in abolishing a certain land tax,
and I pointed out there would have been
an opportunity of levying that land tax on
any village community and the money
spent by it, as direct tazation contributed
locally would be spent by the Local
Authority.  They did the next best thing.
Those communities wanted to take on a
voluntary tax themselves on the understand-
ing that the Goverpment contributed an
equal sum. Inanother Island they were
anxious to act on the same principle. They
app-inted a large committee to go into
the matter with the usual result that the
Government was called upon to put up a
very large sum of money, a very large
capital expenditnre, but the villagers were
to contribute precisely nothing, As a
result the scheme was dropped,
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€ T have listened to this debate with a lot
of interest and a certain amount of corcern
when I heard of the things mentioned
which do not seem to make for a success-
ful village adwninistration, but T was a good
deal relieved t»> hear much Le ter account
by the hon. Member for Central Demerara.
I was particularly glad to hear what the
hon. Nominated Member had to say on
this subject, and it hag led me to feel with
him that there iz much good in village
administration in British Guiana. T think
British Guiana is fortunate in having a
system of administration which goes beyond
anything I have lieard of in tlhie West
Indies or in this part of the world. What
I would say is that there is bound to be
imperfection. It is a form of tixing the
people right from the bottom in the
administration of their own affairs, We
must expect iwmperfection, corruption,
graft, All that is meritable and it has
got to be the business of the department
to guide and lead in the hope that some-
thing good will come from it. IfI can
help in any way during my term of service
in this Colony I will be glad to do so.

Mr. JACOB: I am very grateful for
the cxplanation and statewent, but the
fucts remain.

® Tme CHAIRMAN: [ must put the
question. The hon. Member has had an
opportunity to present his views. 1 will
proceed to put the question.

Question put, and agreed to.
Item 13 —10 Runners, $2,878,

Mr. pEAGUIAR: It seems tuv be an
anomaly. We have 10 Revenue Runners
—2 at §288 by $24 to $480, 1 at $240 by
$24 to $360, 7 at $180 by $24 to $240.
Something is wrong about these figures,
I notice that tho Civil List repeabs those
figures, Perhaps the hon. Commissioner
can tell us how that appears—7 at $180
by $24 to $240. Docs it mean they ouly
get $15 per month ?

THE COLONIAL
That is the scale. If the hon. Member
tarns to page 48 of the Iistimates he
would see that the lowest scale is $180 x
$24—$240. Items 16 and 20 show the
same salary scale, which appears in the
1941 Estimates,

SECRETARY :

19 Drcerper, 1941,
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Mr. pEAGUIAR: I am rasiug the
question for the hon, Member for Western
Berbice (Mr, Pcer Bacclius), who, I am
sorry, is not here. He said it appeared to
him that thero was some anomaly. I do
not know what he meant un'ess he meant
to make this point that it seemed to Lim
peculiar  to have three grades for ten
Revenue Runners. It does seem peculiar,

Tz CHAIRMAN : These ave the ordin-
ary grades of the Uuclassified Service.

Mr, DEAGUIAR: There are ten men
carrying out the same duties, and you have
three grades of pay for them.

Mr, LAING: The hor, Member for
Western Berbice really refers to the Rev-
coue Runner stationed in the West Coast
Berbice District, He thiaks he should be
entitled to some form of promotion, I
have tried to explain to him the grades
Runners fall, I will uo-
dervfake to make enquiry into the service
of the officer to whom he refers,

My, pEAGUIAR: Very well,

ITtem 18—Loans to Local Authorities,
$10,717.

Mr, pEAGUIAR: I would like to heat
the hon. Colonial Treasurer on that sir,

Mr, JACOB: Before the hon, Colonial
Treasurer replies I would like to enguire
whether in addition to this $10,717, the
Tocal Authorities owe a large sum of
money and what is the total ?

Mr. pEAGUIAR : Also before the hon,
Culonial Treasurer replies may I invite
his attention to this point, whether it
will be practical for him to adopt the
suggestion put forward that loans of this
kind, not only these to village districts but
other loans, be grouped under one head—
Miscellaneous,

Tas CHAIRMAN : I agree subjoct to
what the hon. Colonial [reasurer says. I
am not auxious to upset the printed Hsti-
mates for this year, I am willing to accepb
a resolution of the Council on the subject
and to try to get it in a simple form.

Me, McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer): I
sympathize very fully with what the hon,
Member for Central Demerara (M,
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DeAguiar) and the hon. Member for
Nerth-Western District (Mr. Jacob) say.
They complain not only of ihe introduc-
tion of an item for loans in the Budget,
but the hon. Member for Central Dem-
erara also complains of its introduction in
these particular Estimates. I have already
dealt with thefirst point. I have explain-
ed that under the new accounting pruce-
dure introduced by the Colonial Otfiee in
1937, all the Colonial Governments were
recommended to place this item on their
Budget. The instructions were that these
non-service items should appear under the
expenditure head of the administering
Department.

Toe CHAIRMAN: I know that may
be advised or suggested, but I am quite
prepared to arguc against it,

Mr, McDAVID: Under my own head,
«“ Treasury ”, two items for vrefunds,
$40,000, appear. Under ¢ Customs ” there

appears an item—Refunds of Revenue
$50,000—and- under this very Head
there are such items as “Charges”

on Colony Lande, $10,547,” and so on,
Under the Department of Agriculture
there sre loaus to Co-operative Credit
Banks, $15,000. All Departments natur-
ally feel that their estimates should not be
swollen by non-service expenditure, but
this is where what I term the Instruclions
come in, If I had any mcthod by which I
could have disobeyed I would have done
£0.

Tee CHAIRMAN : We will try!

Mr. Mc DAVID: I will raise the
question again. The hon. Member for
Berbice River {Mr. Eleizar) rveferred to
this question. I would like to remind the
Council that loans were made under
Combined Cuourt Resolution of 1920, which
anthorized Government to lend up to
$30,000 per annum to the varivus districts
as they needed it, but when our circum-
stances became stringent we ceased lending
this money altogether. We have written
off the balance of the then loans outstand-
ing as final expenditure. I will now
answer the question asked by the hon,
Member for North-Western District. The
loans outstanding are approximately
$28,000.  If farther money is lent it
would probably go up,

One last pointe The hon, Mr, Laing in
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speaking of this particular item used the
term ¢ short term loans.” The real object
of the vote is not to make short term
loans but to make long term loans. The
Government has got power to advance a
small sum of money during the year
against rates and will not charge it in
the Estimates, but this money is to provide,
it a village wants to borrow money for
specific work, the necessary fund to be -
repaid over say 10 years, So it is not
quite correct to say theyare short term
loans. T am very glad to hear Your Hx-
cellency will undertake to listen to repre-
sentation on the subject, as I feel very
strongly on it.

TeEe CHAIRMAN : I think the most
helpful way is for the Unofficial Members
to put up a resolution in some form or
other. The matter has been already
argued and I will put up a despatch. I
tried in my last Colony. The Colonial
Office had a gentleman from the Treasury
of the United Kingdom Exchequer brought
into the office full with rigid theoretical
ideas as to accounts. It was he who
passed all these forms of estimates on to
us. I do not know how many Colonies
have succeeded. T have tried and I am
prepared to have another go at it
strengthened by a resolution or any repre-
sentation made by the Members of the
Legislative Couneil.

Mr. SEAFORD: I am very glad to
hear that, because froin various points of
view I myself am opposed to adopt it. On
the Sea Defence Board it is impossible to
estimate what we have got. What we
have to do is to pay for it with revenue
paid to Government, If you are successful
I offer you our greatest thanks.

Mr. JACOB: Am I to understand that
the amount owing by the Local Authorities
is $28,000 in addition to the $10,000
placed on the Estimates for future loans?
When these amouuts are paid what will
happen? Will it be credited to this Head ?

Mr. Mc DAVID: When it comes to
revenue the hon, Member will see that
$5,717 of this $10,000 is not new loans
but repaid loans which were made from a
private fund called the Districts Guarantco
Fund, If a further sum is required Gov-
ernment would como back to the Council.
Ropayments are credited to revenne
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Tee CHATRMAN : Before concluding
this Hcad there is one little comment I
would like to put to the Commissioner
from what I saw in the outer districts of
the Colony, the North-West and Rupununi
Districts. I find that the Department has
not got funds of its own to carry out quite
minor works of a temporary character but
has to apply to the Public Works Depart-
ment for an allocation, which in a sense
puts responsibility on the Director of Public
Works which he cannot effectively carry.
Take the extremely good example of the
Rupununi District. I found the station
in a condition. I

disreputable was
ashamed to see it especially on an
international frontier. I went to the

District Commissioner’s house and found
the witness-box in his dining-room. T did
not open the doov but only succeeded in
pushing it eighteen inches. I tried to get
into another room ; . policeman pulled me
aside and said that no one was allowed to
enter it as it was dangerous to doso. I
do think that station should be put in
decent order. It requires practically no
materials st all as it can be done by the
District Commissioner with local material
at not much cost. If we sare going forward
with development and welfare schemes
for the benefit of the Aboriginal Indians,
we chould endeavour to put our house
in order before they come about. I know
the necessary fund is there, and I think
the funds for that kind of thing should be
administered by the Department and not
go on the Public Works vote. I would
just like to ask the hon. Commissioner of
Local Government if he feels he can han-
dle the vote eusily if it is put on his
Department’s estimates.

Mr. LAING : T think the money can be
handled more easily and effectively by the
man on the spot.

Tae CHAIRMAN : I do not want to
press any change in the Istimates. At
some future opportunity we can do it that
way.

MEepicat

Dr. SINGH : I desire to make one or
two observations under this Head. [ feel
that the number of Medical Officers now
employed in the Service is in-ufficient to
cope with the work at the present moment.
Two or three decades ago there were
sbout 30 Medical Qtficers: On the West
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Bank, Demerara there were two Medical
Officers—one at LaRetraite and the other
at Vreed-cn-Hoop. On the West Coast
there were two—one at Leonora and the
other at Tuschen, There were two other
officers—one at Leguan and the other at
Wekenaam. In that whole area at present
there are only two Medical Oflicers carry-
ing on the work, except in Leguan and
‘Wakenaam where therc is a weekly visit
by one Medical Odicer, It may be argued
that in those days there worc more estabes
or sugar plantations and naturally the em-
ployment of more medical men was neces-
sary., That may be true; but the people
in those days received first-aid because
they lived near the estates and simply had
to go the Iistate Hospital and receive first-
aid treatment. To-day it is quite difter-
ent. The Estate Hospitals have been
demolished, most of them, and the
people who are centralized around those
estates which have been abandoned
are now scattered and can be seen
all over the district, hence involving
more work for the Medical Ofiicers.
Take our premier institution, the George-
town Public Hospital. I feel it is very
much understaffed at the present time,
If one Medical Officer is taken away for
relief work in case of an emergeucy, you
find that the work of the whole institu-
tion is dislocated. I must compliment
the Resident Surgeon for the way he is
carrying on. Further, too many beds are
attached to a Medical Officer if he is to
carry on his work thoroughly, and he is
slso faced with floor beds which make it
impossihle to keep the ward clean. It is
impossible for the nurses to attend to
patients properly, and it becowmes utterly
impossible for any wedical investigation.

Th's is an age in which we are trying in
every furm to bring up healthy women and
healthy men. We have ante-natal clinics, We
are trying to assist expectant mothers and
to ensure that the children unborn are
healthy. These clinics in the counlry are
trying to bring up generations heslthy and
strong. When, however, they come to
matured age and need thorough medical
aid and trveatment they are denied it on
account of the increased number of floor
beds and the number of wards attached
to an officer. About the surgical side,
I say nothing, and also about the paying
wards. But the patipers wards I am refor-
ring to. ‘Take the other brangh —the Qui.
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Patient department—and the minimum
nnmber of patients treated. What is
considered the mimmmum to-day was
the maximum ten years ago. I used
to be incharge of about 120 patients, but
that number is considered the minimum
to-day. The Medical Officer who, is in
charge of the Out-Patient work, does duty
for 4 tod hours during which he has to
attend to 200 patients. Of course, there
may be cases gouing to repeat their treat-
ment and that will not take up much time.
The question to be considered is this: Is it
possible for one Medical Officer to attend
toa minimum number of 150 patients in the
gpace of time of 300 minutes ? That means
he has to attend to minor surgical cases
and Police cases and can be called upon
to treat cases from the Electric Company
or some Water Street firm. I do not know
how the Medical Department is able to take
on work from private sources. These aremy
observations and I would like to make
certain suggestions.

We must put prejudice aside. I think
the work can be carried on efficiently if
private Medical Practitioners from George-
town be asked to do some special work at
the institution gr«tis. I believe many will
be willing to serve. This will not be the
only Colony where this will obtain. In
England, private Medical Practitioners
give an houar or two in the hospitals. The
practice is very much extended in Tndia,
and in Jamaica it is also cbserved. That
will relieve the situation to a great
extent. If you cannot afford to employ
more Medical Officers then ask private
practitioners in the City, who are willing,
to give one or two hours a day service in
the Public Hospital. There should be
two DMedical Ofticers in the Out-Door
department, as we have people going there
from all over the country. It costs them
some money and they have to stick o a
routine way of travelling, very often they
have to abandon seeing the Uoctor at that
department so as to catch the only con-
veyance back to their homes. I feel that
much would be gained if you ask privafe
Medical Practitioners to co-operate in the
work of the institution especially at this
time.

Mr. JACOB: T just want to make a
few comments. During the last Session I
raised the question of accommodation at
the Fublic Hospital at Georgetown and
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other places. I have no doubt that the
matter is receiving consideration, but I
urge that on that portion of the build-
ing that is not yet repaired the work
be expeditiously carried out. Accommoda-
tion for paying patients seems to be very
limited. I did not raise that at the last
meeting, but I do so now. Patients who
desire to go to the hospital on payment of
$1.50 and $2.00 per day cannot obtain
accommodation there. I think Govern-
ment is losing revenue in that respect and,
therefore, I am asking that something be
done. That is in addition to the accom-
modation for pauper patients and those
paying 50 cenfs per day.

I notice that provision has been made
here for equipment and supplies—$900. I
trust it is sufficient ; if it is not, I urge on
Government not to hesitate in asking this
Council to provide the necessary equipment
and other necessaries for sick peoplein the
institution. I do not think this Council
grudges voting the additional money so as
to make the sick a little comfortable.

In addition to this observation I have
written Government with regard to a nurse
for the North-Western District. I do not
know whether a decision has be n arrived
at as yet, but I strongly urge that in view
of the size of the district and the number
of people residing along the banks of the
several rivers and creeks in that district a
nwrse be stationed at Morawhanna, if
even (tovernment has to pay a little bit
more. Two or three cases have been
reported to the hon. Director of Medical
fervices and, I have no doubt, a very
strong case was made out for a nurse to be
stationed at Morawhanna. I think a
nurse should be put there for economical
reasons. It looks rather inhuman that
because you have to spend another $180
per annum you must decline to do that and
allow expectant mothers and infants to
die. I think a strong case has been made
out and I will be glad to hear whether a
a nurse will be stationed there.

Mr. pEAGUIAR: I would like to
make a few remarks under this Head, and
in that connection I may say that the hon.
Member for Demerara-Essequebo  (Dr.
Singh), who seems always at home on this
subject, has rather touched some of the
points I in'ended to make. T was hoping
when he was dealing with the Public
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Hospital, Georgetown, he would have gone a
little farther than he did. There can be
no doubt that there are a number of com-
plaints in regard to a matter which I will
deal with at the moment, and that is with
respect to the food. I think it will be
agreed that nourishment of the sick
is a very important point. As a matter
of fact, in the old days—though I am
not so old—very often the Doctor came
in and said: “What the patient needs
is a little bit of kitchen medicine.”
If you are going to have that prescribed
by the Doctor when he goes on his rounds
and that medicine which is to come frem
ihe kitchen is not up to standard, then
there is some justification for complaint,
From enquires I have made, this complaint
in regard to the food does not cast any
reflection on any particular individual.
Not so long ago a Committee sat and made
certain recemmendations, and I have no
doubt that the vime is fast approaching
when most of those recommendations
will be put into effect. Those recom-
mendations embrace proper preparation,
proper supervision and proper distribu-
tion of food in the institution. I think
that is a matter which may well be
enquired into by the hon, Director of Med-
ical Services, because food plays an impor-
tant part in the life of an hospital and I
am sure that he will agree with me that
it is not. the correct thing to do for food
to be carried in to patients from oufside.
As a matter of fact, I venture the opinion
it may be somewhat dangerous. A relative
not aware of the danger of the patient
eating certain foods- may take into the
institution to him something detrimental
to him. It thercfore seems that the im-
portance of supplying food that is palat-
able should not be easily overlooked.

So far as the nursing staff is concerned,
I would like to say something about that.
There are complaints and the chief one is:
that there are not sufficient nurses to go
around: The fear has been expressed, I
speak subject to correction, that with the
opening of the Best Hospital, whkich has
necessitated the transfer of some nurses
from the institution in Georgetown, the
shortage of staff will be increased. Care
of the sick necessitates nursingand 1 am
sure this Council will agree with me
that if there is a shortage-in the nursing
staff it should be remedied, and that as soon
as possible. Nof so lung ago the hon, Mem-
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ber for Demerara-Essequebo (Dr. Singh)
referred to ¢ floor beds.” That is something
unfortunately exis'ing for quite a number
of years. The hospital is overcrowded
and we cannot help ourselves until better

days come. I do not know whether Your
Excellency has read a letter which
appeared some time ago in the Dress.
What was stated there was true, In the

pauper wards there is not even a table to
rest a cup on or a chair near the patient’s
bed. Some peoplein walking through those
wards have had the unfortunate experience
of seeing plates with food on the beds
because there was nothing to rvest them on.
We have Handicraft Schools making
tables. It will not take much money to
ask them to make a couple of dozeny of
small tables to be put into the wards of
the hospitals and thus afford some meas-
ure of comfort and relief to those people
who have to go there,. That is a general
remark about the institution, but I would
like to ask one or two questions so as to
save time when we are going through the
Estimates, and, if necessary, as far as I
am concerned, take the whole en bloc.

I see you are going to appoint a Seniur
Cle'k, I would like to know whether he is
going to be statiined at one of the institu-
tions or at the office of the Director of
Medical Services, and whether it is
proposed to abolish any other post and
create the post of Senior Clerk.

The next question T would like to ask
is—T may say I am not too familiar with
the activities of the Department —whether
item 14, “Approved Sanitary Works and
Village Sanitation, $3,000 ”, on page 34 of
the Estimates is a new item appearing for
the second time. I take it that is a token
vote and I would really like to know
what it is for, although 1 have an idea
that when thereis an insanitary condition
of a villige application is made to the
Director of Medical Services for some
assistance to improve that condition. I
wonder if that is so, The same remarks
refer to item 15, “ Gov rnment Lands and
Compounds, $2,000, ”

‘THE CHAIRMAN : I should like to
t‘ake the Personal Emoluments section
first, and then the hon. Member can raise

his point on these other charges as they
come along, )
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Mr. peAGUIALR : I was only asking for
information. If the answers are satisfac-
tory, as I belicve they would be, as far as
I am concerned you can take the whole
Head en bloc.

Mr. SEAFORD : Ttis not often that
any Head of Department gets any prai-e
in this Council, but on this occasion I
would like to congratulate the Head of
this Department on the progress they have
been able to achieve. In and out of season
we have preached in this Council that far
too much money is spent on curing and
not enough on preventing disease. 1 see
that steps are now bheing taken, which I
consider though not a medical man, in the
right direction. I sec that money is to be
spent on additional posts or health centres
or clinics and for increased travelling by
Health Officers.  Any money spent on
rural sanitation ov on any health work of
that kind is, I feel, money well invested. It
is a much better investment to spend money
on the prevention rather than the cure
of disease. It 1s for that reason, I feel,
that Government ought to be congratulated
on taking the right aspect of the position
at the present time.

Once again I would like it to he put on
record, I am sure I will get the backing of
the whole Council, our thanks to the
Rockefeller Institute and their officers for
the wonderful and good work they are doing
in this Colony. We in this Colony feel
that the henefits to be derived from their
work are considerahle and far-reaching,
and we all appreciate it and would like to
see that work extended to the country
districts, but we know the time will come
when that work must cease. It is therefore
only meet and right that Government should
spend money on training men to carry
on that work which is so generously pro-
vided for us at this stage.

Mr. GONSALVES: The question of
medical institutions has been raised here
for many years. Some years ago a Com-
mittee was appointed to go into the ques iom
of our medical services. That report has
been submitted some years ago and the
difficulty all along has been-one of money.
Since then we have had several visits up to
quite recently by Sir Frank $tockdale and
Sir Rupert Briercliffe and they have sub-
mitted a rcport in counection with the
Medical Services in this Colony. That
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report or memorandum by Sir Rupert has
been circulated and hon. Members of
Council have had it. I think it must he
regarded as very interesting so far as
it deals with Medical Services in the Coiony.
There is no doubt that at one time the
Hospital in Georgetown was anything but
in a good condition. What is now proudly
referret to as "*“ Lady Thomson” Ward
was known as the Seaman’s Ward and its
exterior might be compared with the
building Your Excellency saw in the
Rupununi District. The Seaman’s Block
was in a very bad condition.

I would like to refer to paragraph 38 of
Sir Ruper’s memorandum in which he
says: ¢“Some of the buildings of the
Georgetown Public Hospital are in good
condition (e.g. the new maternity wing,
X.ray department and Laboratory) while
otheis are fairly good (Seaman’s Ward
Lady Thomson Ward, V.D. Clinic) but
many are very poor and will need early
replacement (e.g. casualty rooms, ou'-
patient department, mortuary, kitchen,
laundry, isolation ward, children’s ward},
They ave in a very bad condition and I
wondered as I read the paragraph what
he would have written if he had seen the
one which had represented the old Seaman’s
Ward. T notice in that same report on
page 16, paragraph 43, it has bsen made the
subject of recommendation and one of the
ma'ters which will be attended to and will
obtain the support of the Colonial Develop-
ment and We!fare Act. Conditions at the
hospital have been fairly correctly stated
stated. There is a lack of accommodation
existing at the present time, While it is
true the T. B. section of the hospital with
the new institution opened at Best will
provide a fair amount of accommodation,
still quite recently I have been informed
that there are still a good many patients
who aire kept in ho-pital in Georgetown.,
I do not kmow if the old complaint of
having T B. pati nts scatter-d about the
hospital in Georgetown still continues. If
that is so, then there should be some way
of kecping those patients together and not
have them scatt-red about the different
wards. There again the questiinof a T. B.
hospital is one which requives immediate
attention, and I believe the money is being
provided for that work. That is one of
the things which should be proceeded with
as early as possible. I know the hon.
Director of Medical Services is very keen
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and interested in this section of work and
will give it his prompt attention.

With regard to the shorlage of
iedical wmen in the hospital, in that
report of the Medical Advisory to the
Comptroller for ' evelopment and Welfare
in the West Indies it will be found on
reference to it that very full recommenda-
tions were made to supplement the exis-
ting services with more medical men. On
the wh le T think the report is one which
will receive Your Excellency’s kind sup-
port, and T am sure Your Excellency will
do all you can to see those recommenda-
tions through.

My, C.V, WIGHT : T would like to say
that the hon. Member who has just taken
his seat has referred to one or two passa-
ges in that report to which I had intended
to make veference. We have heard of
overcrowding in the hospital, I would
like to hear from the hon Director of
Medical Services if some of that over-
crowding is not caused by the intake from
the Alms Hous~. I speak subject to cor-
rection. I do not think anything was
said in Sir Rupert Briercliffe’s memoran-
dum in relation to the Alms House. I
would also like to hear from the hon.
Director of Medical Services whether he
considers the Alms House is situated in the
best site at the present moment in George-
town. Wehave been told it cannot be
removed because of the expense involved.
If that institution is in any way interfer-
ing with the functions of the Public Hospi-
tal and it is felt that some other means
should be placed at the disposal of the
Medical Authorities, or it is felt that the
system of Poor Relief should be changed
and the Alms House be kept for those
persons with permanent incurable diseases,
or whether it is time to adopt a system
of Working-House, it d es seem to me—-X
i .ve heen told so repeatedly and I have
been told so here by the hon. Director of
Medical Services—that part of the con-
gestion at the Georgetown Hospital is
cau-ed by the cases from the Alms House.
I would just like to say en passant that
while in this Colony we are always apt to
be self derogatory, Sir Rupert has stated
in his report that as regards urban housing,
conditions in this Colony are not as acute
as in most towns of the West Indian Colo-
nies. Although I am sure that the mat-
ter will receive attention I am asking that

19 DEcEMBER, 1941,

Commaitice 474
it receives urgent attention in view of the
fict that housing condition in the Cily
particularly is circumscribed by a halo of
huilding regulations which were put into
fo-ce the other day. That is in regard to
legislation copied from other parts with-
out consideration of local convenience.
One appreciates the fact that corrugated
iron cannot be used, but have we not local
woods and a certain amount of intelligence
in this Colony? Why not make it all-
embracing and use local wood ?

Tee CHAIRMAN: The regulations
only apply to imported materials.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I am glad to hear
that. I am speaking subject to correction.
If I remember correctly it is the purchase
of nw wood that should be exempted. I
sm going to ask when matters of that kind
are going to be considered by Government.

Tee CHAIRMAN : I do not want to
interrupt the hon, Member. We are con-
sidering the Medical Estimates, Is it
necessary 'o bring in housing in George-
town? I do not want to stop the hon,
Member bringing it before the Councit,
but I want him to keep on the immediate
point.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I lLave only men-
tioned it Lecause it was mentioned in the
Medical Adviser’s report. I have dis-
cussed it with the hon, Colonial Secretary
and certain amendments are to be made.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Amendments for the reduction of $320 to
$120 in respect of imported materials are
coming in to-morrow,

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : As that paragraph
came into the report, if any of those things
are going to be considered, some consider-
ation should be paid to those who may
have to control that. There is another
point. T am glad to see that Sir Rupert
Brievcliffe appreciates the fact that a
piped pure water supply for the towns and
well water supply for 1he rural areas are
very essential. I hope attention will be
given to that,

Dr. MACLENNAN (Director of Medi-
cal Services: Sir, I think most of the
criticisms that have heen levelled were
ag inst the Public Hospital, Georgetown,
and most of the criticisms were to some
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extent justifiable. This hospital Your
Excellency has not yet seen, and I am
afraid that when you do you will be very
greatly disappointed. It has been built up
piecemeal over a great number of years
and actually has a public road running
through the institution compound. The
whole compound is so far taken up with
buildings and there is at the moment no
room to put any new buildings. Most of
the trouble lies in the administration of
the hospital. Nurses going from one end
of the compound to the other have to
cross the public road and the same thing
happens in the case of Medical Officers,
Food and other necessities have to be
carried across the public road, as the
kitchen, laundry and other essential
services are not centrally situated. It
simply cannot be helped because the hos-
pital has grown up in that manner,

As you know, sir, we have a recommenda-
tion from Sir Rupert Briervcliffe that we
should get here an architect, a very distin-
guished member of a firm of hospital archi-
tec!s in England, who incidentally built the
St. George’s Hospital and is at present in
Trinidad planning and designing a new
hospital for Port of-Spain, I was fortu-
nate in seeing the new plans for that
hospital and also in seeing the work on the
new plans for housing conditions in Trini-
dad being carried out. I was very greatly
impressed with the programme which is
being carried out there. It is an extremely
well designed hospital un modern lines. I
was able to persuade Sir Frank Stockdale
to secure the services of that architect to
come here and plan for a new hospital
because I feel that things have come to an
impagse. Even if the money is provided
for the erection of a new kitchen in the
compound you cannot do it as there is
nowhere to build it. Weare going to have
that architect here shortly, and I hope
that he will be able to plan for us a n w
hospital which will have to be built over
a period of years. We will also have to
acquire new land for the purpose. 1t may
not come about until after the war, but we
will have the plans and know where we
are.

As regards the points raised by hon.
Members about shortage of staff, food
supplies, etc., occasionally, I think, there
is a shortage of medical staff at the public
hospital. When they are all there it is all
right, but from time to time an officer has
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to go out either to relieve someone on sick
leave or on a special mission. I feel that
sometimes they are a little hard pressed.
Since I came here three years ago, we have
increased the medical staff by four Assis-
tant Medical Officers, two of whom are
stationed at the Public Hospital George-
town, but unfortunately at the moment
we have fewer on account of illness. The
Government Bacteriologist is also absent
on leave and he has had to be relieved.
The hon. Member for Demerara-Essequibo
(Dr. Singh) made the suggestion that
private practitioners in Georgetown might
assist in the hospital. I have not actually
discussed that point with the Resident
Surgeon of the hospital, but I think it
will be a little diticult to carry out
because of the difficulty of hours and
organization in respect of hospital wards.
1t is possible that they might assist in the
Out-Patient department because that has
got completely out of hand. I shall cer-
tainly give that matter consideration and
let the hon. Member for Demerara-
Issequibo know what possibility there is
of obtaining the services of some of the
private practitioners in the town, Some
time ago we had a part-time appointment
made to be put on the Estimates for an
Ass’stant Venereal Diseases Officer at the
hospital. The practitioner had to go in
for a few hours, but we could not arrange
it satisfactorily. T shall give the matter
further consideration,

As regards overcrowding at the hospital
this wag a problem long hefore I came here
and it is still here. The great troubleis that
we have a great number of indigent cases,
which are really Alms House cases. The
Alms House is overcrowded and they
come to the hospital at night and have to
be taken in, and as a result very often we
unfortunately have to put them on ¢ foor ”
beds since no beds are available.  The
only way we can deal with that is to
provide extra accon modation, and that
comes down to the que-tion of a new hos-
pital again. TUnless, as the hon. Member
for Western Essequebo (Mr. C, V. Wight)
suggested, you make some addition to the
Alms House or build some other accom-
modation, I am afraid we cannot give the
matter any consideration,

As regards food for the patients in the
Lospital, I think that the food that is
purchased is all right and that the question
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must be one of cooking and transport in
the hospital. The kitchen is unfortunately
in an old antiquated building which we have
tricd to renovate but it is not sufliciently
good for modern cooking. I honestly feel
that the equipment is not up-to-date and T
would like to see modern equipment in a
big hospital like that.. When I came to
the Colony I had many complaints ahout
the food in the hospital, and I had
appointed a locul young woman trained in
Domestic Science in Ame-ica to the staff,
She has been dealing up to now with the
food for the nwrsing staft. I propose, in
reply to the hon, Member, asking her to
devote her activities to the food for the
patients. I give the assurance that 1 will
go into the question myself and see if some
improvement cannot he effected.

In reply to the hon. Member for North
Western District (Mr. Jacob), at the last
session of the Legislature he drew atten-
tion to many defects at the hospital, par-
ticularly in yegard to the shortage of beds,
overcrowding and equipment. I have dealt
with some of those, but for his information
I may say that the Public Works Depart-
ment has resumed work on the southern
block and very shortly the whole of that
block will be occupied. That will relieve
the overcrowding, and the removal of
fifteen Tubereulosis cases to the Best Sana-
torium  will further relieve the hospital to
some extent. ] hope shortly to be in a
position to say that the hospital is not
‘unduly overcrowded. No one can foresee,
but if we get an epidemic we will he in a
very bad way. T however, hope for the
Dest,

As regards the other question raised by
the hon. Member for North-Western Dis-
trict—the question of a nurse in his con-
stituency—T am sovry the one who was
there as a subsidised midwife decided not
t remain there. 'T'hese women depend on
private practice, and very little of thatis
there for her to obtain at the moment. T
am getting the clinic of the Infant Welfare
and Maternity League at Mabaruma to see
if they cannot find a nurse in the district.
I would like to sec the nurse travelling on
the river in the dispenser’s launch, I
promise the hon, Member to give the
matter every attention,

The point was raised by the hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara (Mr. DeAguiar)
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as to whether the nursing staff at the Best
Sanatorium had not caused a decrease in
the staff at the Georgetown Public Hos-
pital.  That is not so. The complete staff
of the Best Banatorium was appointed
betore and had been at the Public
Hospital undergoing training. In answer
t1 the hon. Member for Georgetown
South (Mr, Gonsalves) T lLope we will
be able to get all our existing T. B.
cases convenicntly into the Best Sanater-
ium, but it must be remcmbered that the
Best Sanatorium  cannot house all the
Tuberculosis cases in the Colony. From
time to time cases from the districts are
brought into the Public Hospital, George-
town, which have not been diagnosed as
such and it takes some time to do so. We
will have from time to time suspect cases
in the Public Hospital, Georgetown, until
we know they are Tuberculosis cases. We
do our best to segregate such cases in the
hospital in Georgetown,

T would like to thank the hon. Member
tor Georgetown North (Mr, Seaford) for
his very helpful remarks, and I should like
to make a few general remarks before I
close. It may be considered that the ex-
penditure side of this Department has heen
expanding at a terrvific rate during the last
six yvears, but there are one or two reasons
for that. 1 shall try to explain briefly
what they are. The first cause of the
increase is on the preventive side of medi-
cine. As you know, it is the policy in
the British Empire to develop that side.
When I came to the Colony first I found
the Health Department on its own and run
by an officer called “ Government Medical
Otficer of Health” I found that things
were not altogether satisfactory, as the
hon. Member for Central Demerara said.
The amalgamation of the departments for
better administration was carried out and
the Government Medical Officer of Health
became Deputy Director of Medical Ser-
vices. That has unquestionably improved
the administration. The first cause is an
increase under preventive services, and
that increase may be briefly summarised as
follows—

(a) A new Health Oficer for Tubercu-
losis ;

(b) One additional County Sanitary
Inspector (Essequebo) ;

(¢) Ten District Sanitary Inspectors ;

(d) Two Inspectors of Midwives ;
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(e) Eight Health Visitors for Health
Centres.

In addition a Malaria Investigation Unit
costing approximately $15,000 per annum
and an Anti-edes Campaign costing approx-
imately $43,000 per annum, for which
originally we got a Colonial Development
Fund grant but we are now paying for
ourselves. Incidentally one of the recom-
mendations of Sir Rupert Briercliffe is a
grant under the Colcnial Development and
Welfare Act towards Yellow Fever Preven
tion Services during a peviod of a few years.

On the curative side there have been
also  considerable  increased by the
following appointments : —

1 Mental Specialist ;

1 Senior Physician ;

1 Assistant Surgeon & Gynwmcologist
1 Venercal Liseases Ofticer ;

1 EKar, Nose & Throat Ofticer.

These were existing appointments in the
Service made Specialist Officers hecause
they are speecialists in their particular
sphere. Inaddition the medical staff has
been augmented by the addition of four
Assistant Medical Officers. An important
increase has been due to amelioration of the
conditions of service for nurses and sub-
ovdinate hospital staffs. New salary
scales were introduced from January, 1939,
involving increased expenditure of some
$50,000, and in addition we have war
bonus averaging $20,000 per annum.

I just want to rvefer to some of the
instances which fall on the Public Works
budget and which do require staff and
equipment, as they do show how the De-
partment has been developed. In the last
tew- years we have had a new Sanatorium
at Best; a new Maternity Wing, a new
Venereal Diseases Ward, anda new Mental
Observation Ward at the Public Hospital,
Georgetown, a new Casualty Post at
Charity, Pomeroon ; a new Dispensary at
No. | Canal Polder, a Dispensary Station
at  Kurupukari, Rupununi; Hospital
extensions (including clectric lighting) at
Bartica ; Maternity Home at Ida Sabina
improved Nurses' Hostels at Suddie,
Bartica and Mabarnma; stafing  the
Leprosy Hospital with Religious Sisters;
and minor improvements at most institu-
tions. A lot of these buildings and works
are new and require new equipment and
increased staff,
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But the greatest increases are caused
by increased prices due to war conditions
and greatly increased numbers applyving
for treatment at all institutions. Dietary
has gone up ; we cannot control it and it
is  completely out of our hands unless
something is done to control prices.
Clothing and Bedding have gone up in
price, also Drugs and Medical Appliances
of which we have to send supplies to
various stations in the Interior. The
price of X-ray films has gone up and also
laboratory equipment, and we have also
taken over the payment of doles to
discharged inmates of the Leprosy Hos-
pital, which usually fell on the Poor Law
vote,  With increased personnel and
extended services the travelling done by
Officers in the course of their duties is
greatly increased involving comsiderable
increase in expenditure. The increase in
expenditure while it appears great is
reflected in the work done by the Depart-
ment.

There is one other matter I would like
to state which may interest hon. Members
of Council, and that is, in the last two

years, 1939-1940, from the medical
statistics available—the medic:] statistics
go hack to the vear 1869—we lave
the lowest death rate and infantile

mortality rate ever recorded in the history
of the Colony. T will not say it is due
to the activities of my Department as there
are other factors, but I think the Depart-
ment and my predecessor shonld be given
some credit for bringing the rate down.
I also think this Leg'slative Council has
some say ‘in the matter, because it had
becn so genervous in the way it supported
the Medical vote.

Mr. LEE: T know it cannot be done
now as 1 have discussed it with a Medical
Officer, but T am asking Government to
consider whether at some future date the
Medical Oficer who is being sent to
Leguan and Wakenaan can he made perma-
nent at [.eguan or Wakenaam as early as
possible, and whether there can be a
further extension of the Bartica Hospital,
one side of which has been extended and
the other side left undone, I am asking
Government to consider the-e two things
as ecarly as possible and that the hon.
Director of Medical Services take note
of them.
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Dr. MACLENNAN: Government had
considered very carefully the question of
a Medical Officer for Leguan and found
that it could not be managed this year. I
intend going into the question carefully
this year and I promise the hon. Member
to do so. The hon, Member had asked me
about certain clinics and I do intend to
make a survey. I thinkthe hon. Member
will get a Medical Officer there eventually.
The question of the extra wing for the
Bartica Hospital has unfortunateiy to he
cut out as it is felt that it will be very
expensive and Government cannot afford
it at the moment. It will, however, be
first on the estimates for 1943.

Tur CHAIRMAN: I endorse the
remarks of the hon. Member for George-
town North that the money spent on
preventive work is money well spent, and
I thank the hon. Director of Medical
Services for his answers to the various
questions raised.

F ead passed without amendment,

MepicAL—HospiTaLsS AND DISPENSARIES.
Item (3)—Warden, Leprosy Hospital
($912 by $48 to $1,200)—E9830.

Mr. LER: I have asked certain ques-
tions about this Warden’s qualification.
There is this discontent about it—this
man has been pitch-forked into this post
above others in the Service who are en-
titled and more qualified.

Dr. MACLEANAN : The hon. Member
had put forward some questions at the
recent session of the Legislature. I think
the answers given were very full on that
point.

Mr. LEE: The question was not fully
answered.,

Tag CHAIRMAN : Put another
tion.

ques-

Item—Warden, Mental Hospital ($1,140
x $60—%$1,440),— $1,140,

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
beg to move the insertion of a new sub-
item in the Estimate—* (a) Warden, Men-
tal Hospit 1, $1,140—-the scale being
$1,140 by $60 to $1,440. A Departmental
Committee recently reported in regard to
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one or two questions raised concerning
the Mental Hospital, and one of the recom-
mendations submitted to Government was
that there should be a Warden attached to
that institution just as there is a warden
attached to the Mahaica Hospital. Ihope
the hon. Members will see their way to
support the insertion of this item.

Question put, and agreed to.

Sub-items (4) to (23) as printed were
renumbered (5) to (24).

Item 1 (8)—Matron
Matrons, $6,480,

and Assistant

Mr. C. V, WIGHT: The hon. Member
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) desires to
call the attention of the Council to the
fact that this item is placed above the line.
From the explanatory note it will be
seen that there is no necessity for the
continuance of their contracts of engage-
ment, and placing their posts above the
line they will be subjected to pension
rights in lieu of return passages under their
contract.

Dr. MACLENNAN : The explanation is
given in the Explanatory Memorandum on
the Estimates. I think that to read it will
be better than trying to explain. I will
therefore read it for the benefit of those
hon. Members who have not done so :

As from the 1lst January, 1940, a unified
Colonial Nursing Service was brought into
existence. This service aims at establishing
a system of intercol nial transfers of ex-
perienced Nursing Sisters in place of the
existing systern of engagement on agreement
for three years of Nursing Sisters without, in
mauny instances, any experience in the Colonies.
Nursing Sisters are at present eligible for
pensions by virtue ot section 63 of the Medicul
Services (Consolidation) Ordinance, Chapter 186.
This special @rdinance was enacted, as under
the provisions of the then current Pensions
Ordinance (Chapser 204) these Sisters covld not
secure any superannuation benefits in respect
of their limited periods of service in the Colony,
but with the enactment of the Pensions Ordi-
nance, 1933, which =gpecially provides for
‘“contiuous service” pensionms, this diffizulty
has disappeared, and it is proposed that in
future Nursing Sisters—to be styled Matrons,
the designation more generally applied to such
p 'sts—shall come under the provisions of this
Ord'nance. The Dbenelits of the Pensions Ordi-
nance, 1933, in certa’n cases prove less generous
than those afforded by Chap-er 186 which
fixed an arbirrary rate of pension for all rauks
of Nursing Sisters not in avy way related to
the amount of the individual’s salary.

1t is proposed that the salaries of the
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Mairon and Assistant Matrons be increased
by $120 per annnm to compensate them for
loss of return passages to the United Kingdom
at Government's expense, to which they are
entitled under the existing system,

The position is this : Under the Medical
Services (Consolidation) Ordinance, they
are entitled to pension and consequently
they have to be put ahove the line. A
very slight increase is given them in salary,
as under the terms of their contract they
are entitled to passages and they will be
losing that right now coming under the
Colonial Nursing Service system. Actually
it is costing nothing to the Colony at all,
It is the request of the Secretary of State
for the Colonies and I do not feel that
British Guiana should refuse it.

Teg CHAIRMAN:
geems very full.

The explanation

My, O, V. WIGHT : I take it that when
they are going on leave no passages will
be paid,

Dr, MACLENNAN : No.
Item 20—Rent of buildings, $600.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move that the amount be increased by
$240 and cairied out at $340. The addi-
tional £50 is required to cover the rental
of a building at Plantation Mara, East
Bank, Berbice, at present used as a hoapi-
tal. The rental is for one year on the
clear understanding that Government will
not be responsible for repairs and main.
tenance of the building. Government pro-
poses to offer a rental of £50 per year for
the use of the building in 1942,

Question put, and agreed to.

MILITIA,
Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to

call Government’s attention to an anomaly
that has just struck me. I donot like to
be personal and I hope it is not going to
be thought that I am making any plea for
any particular officer, ~What strikes me
as rather peculiar is that the Bandmaster
gets a salary of $1,630 per annum and
tinder * Police ”’ the Wartrent Officers get
the same emolument. The one holds the
higher ranlt of @ Coptain uy v member of
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the Local Forces. It does scem to me an
anomaly, and I suggest that Government
appoint a small cemmittee of Electives or
Officials for the purpose of going into
cases of anomalies of this kind. You will
appreciate that it is peculiar to have a
Captain in your Militia and Warrant
Officers in your Police Torce being paid
the s ime emolument and in some cases the
latter get more.

Ter CHAIRMAN : That is a special
term of appointment, but he gets fees out
of the engagements of the Band in addition
to his substantive salary.

Mr, C. V. WIGHT: Negligible amount !
I doubt whether he gets $40 a year. I
would ask you, sir, to consider that.

Tae CHAIRMAN : It is a new point to
me and I promige to look into the matter.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: And perhaps see
that the salaries be graded according to
rank,

Tae CHAIRMAN:
looked into.

I will have it

MiNisTERS OF RELIGION,
Grants to Missions,

Tae CH \IRMAN: There is a proposal
to make grants to Missions dealing with
Aboriginal Indians, I suggest that we
take it under the Head ¢ Miscellaneous”
and leave this Head as it stands.

Head passed without amendment,

MiscELLANEOUS.

Ttem 3—Fublic Printing regulated by
Contract, $41,400.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move that the amount be increased by
$1,500 and carried out at $42,600. The
increase is due to the increased cost of
paper, the additional number of forms to
be provided under the Motor Vehicles
Ordinénce and Firearms Ordinance, the
printing of statistics in connection with the
Education Department and the additional
number of voples of the Qffcial Gazelte
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and bound copies of Ordinances which had
to be included in the contract for 1942.
Only one firm has tendered and, I think,
we are lucky if we escape with an increase
of only $1,200 over this year’s figure,

Mr. JACOB: We have heard of in-
creases but not of the reduction of the
various repo'ts ete., printed. I think
they have been very definitely curtailed,
and I was hoping that with the curtail-
ment of printing of those reports, less
paper being usol and less time spent in
setting them up in print, there would have
been a reduction in this vote.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : Some
of the reports are not heing printed and
others have been reduced, but in spite of
that, the cost of paper having gone up con-
siderably, the vote cannot be reduced as
we cannot continue to cut down the
reports any further, It will be noticed
that the approved estimate for 1941 is less
than the actual expenditure for 1940,
Some reports have to be printed as the
result of instructions from the other side.
T can give the hon. Member figures if he
will call at my office.

Tee CHATRMAN : T suggest that we
do not print the debates of this Council.
Nine-tenths of our debates are not con-
structive.

Mr. C,V. WIGHT : I was going to sug-
gest to the hon. Member for North-West.
ern District, who is so anxious about
curtailing facts, that much time is wasted in
his voluminous references to various reso-
lutions passed by 99 per cent. of the com-
munity,

Ter CHAIRMAN : Do not let us get
on to that subjcct.

Mr. JACOB: That is not a very fair
comment. I am notan interested party in
this matter. I amlooking at it from the
public point of view. A circular was
gent around and I was there called upon to

say whether certain reports should not be -

printed and others curtailed. T was there-
fore looking forward to a reduction of the
vote.

tJaeation put, and agreed o,
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Item 4—Additional Printing not under
Contract, $725.

Mr. JACOB: No explanation has been
given. What additional work is referred
to ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : Addi-
tional work not under the Contract has to
be paid for. We are not asking for an in.
crease of the vote,

My. SEATORD: That includes replies
to questions asked in this Council. Defi-
nitely the cost of printing answers to ques-
tions in 1941 had increased as the result of
the volume,

Tue CHAIRMAN:
ccntract ?

That is uunder

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes!

Mr. SEATORD: If the hon, Colonial
Secretary is given an undertaking by the
hon. Member that he will cut down his
questions by 99 per cent., that will cut
down the estimate considerably.

Mr. LEE ; If we get polite answers to
our letters we will not ask questions.

Item 15—Wakenaam —Leguan Launch
Service Subsidy, $300.

Myr. LEE: The launch service between
Wakenaam and Leguan is very useful,
This subsidy was granted some years
ago, What I am suggesting is that the
Government having given a 10 per cent.
War Bonus may see its way to giveit on
that subsidy.

Mr. JACOB: I beg to support that
application, There is no other service
there in the event that one has to travel
early in the morning or late at night. The
cost of supplies and other things has gone
up and, I think, it is a very reisonable
request,

Mr. SEAFORD: I am afraid Govern-
ment will have to consider the other
subsidies at the same time.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
Speaking from memovry this ia a contract
entered into with the Transport Beard of
Gemminsiongrs;  Governmeit has enly



487 Estématas', 1942

increased wages by 10 per cent. not con-
tracts, and as far as I know no question
was raised by Contractors.

Mr.C. V. WIGHT: What the hon.
Memnber is speaking about is the increased
cost of petrol. There are small con-
tractors who are unable to bear the
increased cost of materials.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY : That
is so, but T cannot remember any applica-
tion having been made in respect of this
contract. There are other membera of
the Transport Board here and they, I
think, can say that this is the first we
have heard of this sugges'ion.

Tee CHAIRMAN: There is no
reason why Government should move an

increase without a recommendation from
the Board.

Mr. MACKEY: The hon. Colonial
Secretary is Chairman of the Board and
he says that no application was made to the
Board by the Contractor for a 10 per cent.
increase. In the ordinary course of events
if he finds that supplies have gone up in
price he can apply to the Board and
they will deal with it, Tn my opinion
this is not a matter for this Council as the
contract is between the person running
the service and the Transport Departument.

Tae CHATRMAN : I am not prepared
to accept a motion for an increase.

Mr. JACOB: To a point of order'!
We lave not reached the Transport and
Harbours Department as yet.

Tee CHAIRMAN: T am prepared
not to accept an amendment to increase
the amount at the moment. It may come
up later ia another way.

Item 23—Tourist Bureau and advertise-
ment of the Colony in Canada and else-
where, $4,800.

Mr, JACOB: Last year I raised the
point ag to whether this whole item should
not be deleted, and a strong case was made
out that it was necessary to spend $2,880.
I see now the amount has been increased
to $4,800. I thiok that under existing
conditions the previous amount should be
made to suffice. ‘I feel that at the most
only $2,880 should be voted this year.
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Dr. SINGH: I am asking for the
deletion of this item. No tourists are
comivg to this country now. In Trinidad
they have suspended it altogether, as far as
I have heard.

Mr. C.V. WIGHT: This vote is neces-
sary. It was carefully gone into by the
Tourist Committee. I am a member of
that Committee, snd while we reluctantly
had to ask for the increase we felt it might
be necessary in the circumstances from
representations made by us and certain
requests madef om New York for infor-
mation. We have nothing to supply them
with, and people abroad are keen to know
where this placeis. This amount is hardly
sufficient to supply the needs and require-
ments of the requests for information
about this Colony. I do not know if
hon, Members move around enough in-
stead of going about their own constitu-
encies to pass vesolutions. If they do
they must hear what those people who
come to this Colony have to say about
this Colony and the ignorance shown
about this Colony. One person to whom
I was talking said that when he got to
Trinidad and referred to this Coleny they
wondered what lie is coming here for and
told him he should not give up three days
to come here as this place is only full of
crocodiles, That is the kind of "informa.
tion given. There is much demand for in-
formation in New York.

Mr. SEAFORD: I havo been in the
past rather against this Bureau and when

this vote was increased I took the
trouble to find out why. I have
been informed that it is not really

an increase. It is only putting the vote
back to where it was before. It used to
be $4,800 and the Tourist C mmittee
thought it might be cut down. They are
having great demands for information of
this Colony, more than before, and one
reason as far as that is concerned is the
friendly invasion which is going on at the
present moment. The Colony has become
much more known and spoken absut, and
a good many people are enquiring for
information. Xt is to meet that demand
the extra amount is required.

Mr. GONSALVES: This representa-
tion for an increase of the vote was made
some time ago. I have not heard the hon,
Membker say whether the Committee hag
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tohsidered it in the light of recent events:
I know that when I wasa member of the
Committee there was not enough money
to spend in connection with this work, but
conditicns were different then. I do not
thiok the hon. Member said what the
Committed’s views are. I sugsest that the
Committes accept the original amount of
$2,880 for thiy year. If and when condi-
tions improve we can then see what may be
dore,

My, C. V. WIGHT: TFor the informa-
tion of the hon, Member I may say that
the Committee had talen into consideration
all angles of the subject and, as the hon.
Member for Georgetown North (M.
Beaford) said, it was at our own request
that the amount was reduced because we
felb we could Dbave carried on with a
lesser amouat. We now find that it is
impossible to carry on with that sum
without closing down everything, I would
like to add that both of our agents in New
York and Canada have been very good to
us as regards their own emoluments and, I
think, we have to thank them considerably
in relation to that. It means closing
down the whole thing entirely if this
increase is not given.

Tueg CHAIRMAN: I yould like to
intervene in this discussion because I
have information from the New York end
more than any hon. Member here has. I
do not think the matter should be judged
merely in the light of tourist traffic at
the moment, That happens to be the
name, but I take it from a wider angle. As
the hon. Member for Georgetown North
has said, through the Anglo-American
co-operation we have Come e iormousl
in the American eye in the United States
of America particularly and a good deal
in Can-da, this last year, I have been in
New York ten daysindJulyand for another
ten days in October and can testify to the
amount of work that is being done there
at the British Guiana Bureau, which is
housed incidentally in the Consul.General’s
Office. I know that a great deal of work
is being done and from what the Consulate
is giving and getting British Guiina is
getting a lot of service which, if reckoned
in exact dollars, T would not like to say.
There is a big demand for information of
all kinds from Military Contractors,
Mining Companies and individuals. A
good deal is hoped for the future of the
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Colony, so I should myself think that it is
not anything which turns on evaluation in
dollars and we should support the vote as
it stands. 1 think a good deal is being
dono and that a gool deal will be got out
of it.

Mr, LEE : We accept Your Excellency’s
assurance,

ltem 24—Labour Registration Bureau,
$540.

Mr.JACOB: T bes to move the dele-
tion of this item. When we were con-
sidering the Liands and Mines Department
estimates an explination was given and as

"a rosult an amount of $900 was allowed to

remain for the payment of a Registering
Ofticer under that Department’s vote. 1
do not know whether Government will
insist that this $510 remain. I think it is
the same officer performing the two duties,
and I urge very strongly, if for no otber
reason than that labour should be under
one head, that this item be deleted.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: [
hope that the item will be accepted
especially by the hon, Members who re-
present Georgetown. If this item is deleted
the Registration Bureau will be closed
down. Unemployed people who are regis-
tered there and get employment on public
works will not be able to do sn. I realize
tha the hon. Member’s constituency is not
affected. If this vote is deleted the Regis-
tration Bureau will be closed.

Mr. JACOB : I do not like the trend of
those remarks. Ycu have just instituted a
Lubour Department. Let the registration
of labourers be confined to that Depart-
ment. Let this Bureau be closed. I
think it is a wise thing to do.

My, C. V. WIGHT : I admit that some-
times the hon, Member’s remarks may be
quite good and to which no one may take
umbrage.

Mr.JACOB (interrupting): To a point
of order! I object to these kinds of remarks.
Mr, C.V. WIGHT: What I am suggest-
ing is that the hon. Member means not
that the item should be dele'ed but that it

be transferred to the Labour Department
vote as it i in respect of labour.

Tex CHAIRMAN: I think Govern-
ment is quite prepared to do that when we
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have the Labour Department going. In
the menntime the Department of Lands
Mines who is running it will continue to do
so un'il the Labour Department is
formed,

Mr, JACOB: You have under Labour
Department three Inspectors of Labour
apart from the Commissioner of Iabour
and the Assistant Commissioner of Labour
and a Clerical Establishmeot. Cannot
those people who will be employed keep
the register of labourers?

Tee CHAIRMAN: We are prepared
to do th t when the Department is formed.

Mr. JACOB: This vote is from Jan-
uary and the Labour Department is com-
ing into effect from January.

. Tue CHATRMAN : It will not be com-
ing into operation for some months in
next year. When the fiew officers come
out they will have to be given time to turn
around before saddling them with the
functions of the Department.

Item 26—Workmen’s
Ordinance, $1,000.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move that this item be increased by $550,
the excess to cover compensation pro
viously charged under the head of the
Department in which the workmen were
employed when the accident occurred. We
have been advised that this item should
now appear under Miscellaneous.

Mr, LEE: When a workman desires a
certiflcats to show his employer he has to
pay for that certificate, which of course is
very wrong, and when he brings his case in
the Magistrate’s Court and he summons a
Government medical officer as a witness he
has to pay that officer, Government
medical officers iusist on payment of a fee
of $5 before their evidence is given. Tam
asking Government to direct that all
medical certificates given to workmen
under the Workmen’s Compensation
Ordinance, which have to be submitted to
their employers and tendered in Court,
should be free.

Mr. C, V. WIGHT: I donot know if
the hon. Member desires to confine his
remarks to workmen’s compensation cases,
He knows that it is a common occurrence
in the Magistrate’s Court that a litigant
has to pay for a medical certificate,

Compensation

Y.ecisLarive CoUNerr.

—Committee 492
Mr. LEE: I confine my remarks to
workmen’s compensation cases,

Tug CHAIRVAN: In my last Colony
the medical officer was mwade to do the
work without fee,

Dr, MACLENAN (Director of Medical
Services):  Government medical officers
are fully employed and I do not think it is
fair t» ask them to do without their fees
when they attend Court to give evidence

Toe CHAIRMAN: I heard exactly

the samc argument in another Colony

when it was put upon them. They
grumbled, but it was done,
Mr, WIGHT: Government medical

officers are allowed private practice and
fees are part of their perquisites, especially
in the outlying districts. 1 think the
question of abolishing private practice
should be gone into,

Tee CHAIRMAN: A Government
medic | officer is employed primarily as a
Government servant and may be allowed
private practice where it does not inter-
fere with his work,

Dr. MACLENAN : Is it Government
work, siv? Soms of these cases occur at
Mackenzie where there is no Government
medical otticer, One must boe consistent
about these things, I cannot- give an
answer to-day. Perhaps the hon. Member
must suggest that lawyers’ fees might be
waived too, (laughter).

Mr, LEE: A workman has not the
means to pay a medical officer to give
evidence and he may lose the compensation
he is entitled to. Is Government going to
allow a workman to lose his compensation
because of the lack of medical evidence ?
Goveruwent has made provision in the
Ordinance that process should be free, and
if a caseis defended the lawyer is awarded
a fee which the oposite party has to pay.
I am asking that Government medical
officers should not be allowed to charge
fees for certificates and giving evidence,

Mr. SHAFORD: Is the hon, Member
referring to Government employees or all
smployees ?

Mr, GONSALVES: To start pro-
ceedings the workwan has to pay a filing.
fee which is taxed as costs afterwards,
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Mr, LEE: The commencement of
proceedings in the Magistrate’s Court
is free, but the workman has to cite witnes-
ses in support of his claim for compensa-
tion, A medical officer has to be cited as
a witness, and he demands a fee of $5 to
give evidence,

Mr. WIGHT : Sowetimes.
Mr, GONSALVES: Then in one case I

had Government obtained money from me
by frand because 1 paid a fee at the Mag-
istrate’s Oftice. When the hon. Member
says that process is free he is not well
informed.

Tee CHAIRMAN : T take it that if the
workman succeds he gets his costs,

Mr. LEE: Yes, sir, when costs are
taxed the Magistrate can award costs. I
have two ocases now before the Magis-
trate’s Court in which there was free
process,

Mr. MACKEY : I hold no brief what-
ever for the wedical officers although I
owed my life to a medical officer on mo-e
than one occasion. I fail to see why a
person who is claiming compensation and
wants a certificate should not pay for it
just as any employee of a commercial firm
who has to send a medical certificate to
show why he is absent from work.

Mr. JACOB: T think T understand the
position. A workman is injured and has
to produce evidence before a Magistrate
in crder to get compensation. In the
presentation of that evidence he has to
get a medical certificate from a medical
officer, My hon, friend is pleading that
that certificate be granted free in the first
instance. When the case is decided the
medical officer would get his fee from the
Court unless the workman loses his case
In the first instance the idjured man has
not $5 to pay for the certificate. I think
it is a reasonuble request. All it amounts
to is that the medical officer would have to
wait a little time for his fee, In some
cases T know that the medical oficer
refused to give evidence unless a fee of $5
was presented. The assistance of the
Director of Medical Sovvices is beiog asked
in the matter.

Tag CHAIRMAN
Mmatter taken up.

T will have the
In the meantime we
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cannot very well say anything about the
figure, so I propose to put theitem as
atncuded and have the point taken up
separately.

Ilem as amended put, and agreed to.

CosT or Livixeg SURVEY.

Tae COLONIAU SECRETARY: I
move the insertion of a new sub-head 28
— Cost of living survey in Georgetown and
its suburbs, $5,200. 1t is proposed to
appoint a Committee comprised of repre-
sentatives of the Mayor and Town Council,
the Medical Department, and the Trade
Unions, to consider the details of a scheme
for carrying ont a ¢ st of living survey
among working class families in George-
town and its suburbs. Tt is proposed :—

(a) that 1,500 families be paid 60 cents each
for keeping the necessary records of expendi-
ture—$900 ; (b) 500 famiies to be paid 60 cents
each for supplying additional information
regarding expenditure on clothing—$300; (c)
remuneration ofinvestigators (6) for supervising
and assistingin the preparation ot the records
of expenditure during a period of 4 months—
$1,200; (d) remuneration of investigators for
supervising and assistingin the preparation of
the records of expenditure on clothing—3$300 ;
(e: printing of forms—$120; (f) supervision
(Statistical Officer;,—8$600; (g) miscellaneous
expenditure (i.e. Clerical Assistance etc.)—$580.

Item put, and agreed to,

MisceLLANEOUS— (a) SUBVENTIONS,
Evc.,, MUNICIPALL.

Item l1—Estimated rates on Govern-
ment properties, $59,452,

Mr. JACOB: Last year I raised the
question of the rates on Government
properties in Georgetown. I do not wish
to repeat what I siid, but the position is
very uusatisfactory in regard tu the entire
rating system. I see that a Bill is to be
brought forward shortly, but whether it ig
going to remedy the anomalies which are
bringing great benefits to certain iudivid-
uals and firms I do unot know. 'The fact
remains that certain individuals and firms
have bevefited tremendously—to the extent
of thousands of dollars—owing to the
system in operation now. It seems impos-
sible to get through certain things in this
Couancil, but I am looking forward to the
day when that impossibility will be
removed forever.

I do not know what impression Your
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Excellency formed on the occasion of your
visit to New Amsterdam, but I am dis-
tressed to think of the insanitary con-
dition of the town. It
that no Member representing Berbice is
present to-day. The water system in the
town is a disgrace, The water has an
abominable smell and the same applies to
the drains which are in a filthy condition,
I do not know what goes on in that town.
I think if the members of the Municipality
took an example from Georgetown the
town of New Amsterdam would benefit
tremendously. I had a chat with residents
of the town wto told me that the water
system was really a disgrace. When a tap
is  turned the water  comes out with an
abominable smell and it is used for domes-
tic purposes. T cannot understand how
such a state of affairs can be allowed to
exist,

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: With regard to
the hon. Member’s remarks about the
Town Council’s rating system the hon,
Member for Genrgetown South (Mr. Gon-
sulves) who happens to be an ex-Mayor
will bear ma out when I say that we are
endeavouring to create a new system, 1
do not subscribe to the hon, Member’s
view that certain people are benefiting as
against others because they are privileged.
So far the citizens of Georgetown have
shown a great deal of wisdom in not
allowing tlie hon. Member to get on the
Town Council.

Mr, SEAFORD: The hon. Member
should rvead Sir Ruypert Brierclifte’s report.
There are earth drains in New Amsterdam
and in a flat country like this it is almost
impossible to keep them free of water.
The result is that saintation is bound to
be bad. It is only fair to the New Amster-
dam Town Council to say that they have
not the money to help themselves at
present.

Mr, GONSALVES: With reference to
the question of the rating system in
Georgetown and the Bill dealing with it I
would like to wention that that Bill has
been published for general information
with the hope that members of the com-
munity who have any views on the subject
might express them to Governmeat so
that Government would huve an oppor-
tunity to consider them when the Bill is
uhder Sotisideration. It 18 nob an unusual
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thing in this Colony to have Bills published
and to hear of oppesition to them after
they,. have been passed. I do hope for the
sake of the citizens of Georgetown and
prope: ty-owners that that will not be the
experience in this instance. Those persons
who feel that the method of assessment sug-
gested in the Billis unworkable or unsuit-
able,and that the other system is preferable,
should nat wait until the Bill is passed to
say sn, There have been many complain's
about the inequity of the rates, and so far
ns I have known myself there have heen
inequalities, In some case3 properties
have been assessed far higher than their
values while in other ceses they are under
assessed.  All sorts of suggestions have
been made which are not unc mmon in
matters of that kind, but I do hope that
the method of assessment is receiving
attention,

With regard to conditions in New
Amsterdam T understood the hon. Member
to suggest that if the members of New
Amsterdam Town Council saw conditions
in Georgetown they wouid be able to mnake
some improvement in their town. It isat
any rate some satisfaction to members of
the Georgetown Town Council at least to
hear that the Municipality has done some
good for the citizens of Georgetown.

Mr. JACOB: T made no comment
as regards the Bill which has been pub-
lished. My remarks referred to the exist-
ing rating system, and I was glad to hear
the bon. Member for Georgetown S:uth
(Mr. Gons.lves) agreeing with what I said.

Ttem put, and agreel to,
Item  4—Contribution

George V. Municipal
$2,500.

towards King
Welfare Centre,

Mr. LEE : What portion of this amount
is allotted to milk distribution ?

Dr.
$1,000.

MACLENNAN: The amount is

Item put, and agreed to,

MisceLLANEOUS—(b)  SUBVENTIONS,
OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL.

Item 24—Reecruitment and Training of

Officers for Colonial Agrisutural Depart:
meuty, $1,878,

ete.,
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Mr, C.V. WIGHT: I would like to
draw attention to the fact that there is an
officer now in the employ of the Town
Council who went away ferstudies, secured
adiploma and returned to the Colony, but
it was impossible to find him a job.
‘When he came back the Department of
Agriculture could not find him a job, but
he eventually obtained a part-ltime job
with the Town Councilwho h ve been able
to increase his emoluments to a small ex-
tent. If this Colony is sending its soms
away to secure diplomas some provision
should be made for them to secure jobs of
some sort on their return. Tke Depart-
ment of Agriculture is increasing daily, yeb
young men who go away and qualify are
vnable to obtain employment,

Tre CHAIRMAN : Do they enter into
any contract to serve the Government on
their return ?

My, McDAVID: No, sir.

Mr, WIGHT : The young man I refer to
left the Colony on the recommendation of
a highly placed Government official and he
met one of Your Exceliency’s predecessors
in Trinidad who spoke to him very encour-
agingly. He continued bhis stulies but on
his return he was only able to secure a
part-time job with the Town Council at
$40 per month, but recently we were able
to give him a small increase.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
Government has to guarantee employment
and there is no vacancy nobody would
benefit by the schewe,

Dr, SINGH : There are several other
students who qualifird in Trinidad and
returned to the Colony but could not get
employment althoughn minated by Govern-
ment. Yet we find that qualified men from
the neighb wuring Islands come hcre and
obtain employment. That is a sore question
which was debated here some time ago when
the Hon. Mr. Austin took a prominent part
in the debate.

Mr. SEAFORD: This recommendation
was made at the request of the student;
Government did not undertake to find him
employment, I donotsee how it could,

Mr. WIGHT: This man came back
some years ago and applied to Government
for employment. I defy the Culonial
Secretary or the Director of Agriculture to
say that within the last seven or eight
esrs no  vadancy has occurred ia
the Departmont of Agricultuve ab $49 per
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month to which he could have been
appointed. The hon. Member for Dem-
erara-fissequebo (Dr. Singh) is right in
saying that there are several other cases
of this kind.

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY: It
Government has to guarantee that a person
who qualifies would receive an appointment
and no vacancy can be forescen it might
be that no recommendation would be made
to Government to send a student away. I
do not know who is the individual referred
to.

Mr, LEE: When local bogs go away
at Government expense and get diplomas
they should be given preference when they
return,

Tug CHAIRMAN: It would be going
too far to guarautee them jobs,

My. LEE:
preference,

Tar CHAIRMAN: T agree with that,
I will go into the mutter with the
Director of Agriculturs,

Item put, and agreed to.

I say they should be given

Item 61—Contribution towards expenses
of Aggrey House, $240.

Mr. JACOB: I observe that the
explanatory note says: ¢ Increased con-
tribution was made for a period of three
years only,” I do not know whether the
parties concerned have been informed that
it will not be con'inued, I am not
acquainted with all the facts but I want t>
say that this place has been doing very
good service to young men from British
Guiana, especially during war time. It
has acted as a sort of headquarters, I
wonder whether any special request has
been made to Government —

Tae CHAIRMAN : No special request
has been made, and as far as we know they
are carrying on all right, but she Colonial
Secretary will communicate to the Council
the substance of a telegraw received within
the last few dagys.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
telegram was received on llecember 9 by
Your- Exzcellency from the Secretary of
State which states : —

“ The question cof the reorganization of
Aggrey House and of its future after the expiry
of the lease of the present house in March, 1943,
hasbeen considered by a Colonial Office Commit-
tee, but it has been found necessary to defer
gonsideration of thely *eeommendations, Mean-
while Aggrey House eontinues te gerve o
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useful purpose. A Treasury grant of £1,000
enabled the Trustees to adapt a nearby house
as a hostel for the accommodation of
African and West Indian Servicemen and war
workers. A small canteen has also been
opened on the premises and provides cheap
meals. The facilities provided are widely ap-
preciated by numbers of Colonial people such
as recruits for the Royal Air Force., munition
workers on holiday, and others who need
temporary accommodation while in London.
The number of students in London has de-
creased but the main building and the club is
open to such students as remain in London and
is well used by them.”

“Mr. L. A. V. Gobin, B A, Oxon, a West
Indian barrister from Trinidad, who was
invalided from the Royal Air Force, has been
appointed Warden of the House in succession
to Mr. Cummings who is now Assistant Wel-
fare Officer in the Colonial Office. Mr. Gobin
and the Trustees would be grateful if it could
be made widely known that Aggrey House
extends welcome to all colonial visitors, and
that inexpensive accommodation is available
for them in the Club House and Hostel at 15
and 47, Doughty Street, London, W.C. 1.”

Mr. LEE: T propose that the amount
be restorved to $480.

Tue CHAIRMAN : There is no request

for funds. They have accepted what we
promised them and have not asked
for more. Tt would be premature to

vote more money before we are asked to

Mr.LEE: I made the suggestion in
view of the purpose it is serving.

Terg CHAIRMAN: Why offer them
more than they have asked for? I think
we can leave it to them to ask for more.
They have the sympathies of all of us, I
am sure.

Mr. JACOB: The only point is whether
they know that the amount has bheen
reduced.

Tue CHATRMAN: They know that.
It must be in the correspondence.

Item put, and agreed to.

Item 64—Subsidy to British Guiana
United Broadcasting Co., Ltd., $3,000.

Mr. LEE: This is a subsidized com-
pany and I feel there should be some
report from the company or by some
Government officer to show that the
money is being properly spent. My reason
for suggesting that is that there was a
gentleman who sacrificed his broadeasting
station in order to amalgamate with the
other station to form one British Guiana
Broadcasting Co., but because the shares
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in the company are controlled by certain
people here that gentleman has been
kicked out of his job,

Mr. MACKEY: The hon, Member has
raised the point —

Tag CHATRMAN : There seem to be
several Members who desire to speak on
this cubject but I think we should adjourn
now

TrE CIJLONIAL SECRETARY : Sir,
I wish to make a correction with regard
to the item dealing with the cost of living
survey. I opened the file deuling with the
estimate and overlooked the facttliat that
was an estimate which was prepared early
in the year, I would therefore like to
correct the figures I gave earlier. The
following is an up-to-date estimate : —

Total number of budgets to be collected, 1,500;
a) printing of forms, $140; (b) remuneration
of investigators for distributing forms to
householders and for supervising and assisting
in the preparation of the records of expenditure
—60 cents to be paid to investigator for each
completed budget received, $900; (c) remuner-
ation to 1,500 householders for keeping the
necessary records, of expenditure—t0 cents to
be paid for each completed budget received,
$900; (d) remuneration to 500 householders for
supplying additional information regarding
expenditure on clothing during a period of 6

"months—S$1 to be paid for each completed

budget received, $500; (e) remuneration to
investigators for supervising and assisting in
the preparation of the necessary records of
expenditure on clothing during a period of 6
months—$1 to be paid for each completed
budget received, $300; (f) clerical assistance—
3 clerical assistants to be paid $30 each per
month for a period of 10 months to assist in
the tabulation and correlation of statistics,
$900; (g) supervision (Statistical Officer) 10
months at $100—%1,000; (h) miscellaneous
expenses, $360, Total $5,200.

The Council resumed.

Mr. LEE: I do not know
Your Excelleuncy proposes
Monday.

Tae PRESIDENT : I personally have
a large number of engagements on Monday,
the only day I have to do anything. I
propose that the Council resume on
Tuesday and sit for the ress of the week,
I propose that we meet at 12 o’clock on
Tuesday and sit until  o’clock.

Mr. GONSALVES: I suggest that we
wait until Tuesday and decide what we
will do after that,

The Council was - adjourned
Tuesday, December 23, at 11 a,m.
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