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THE

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

- OFFICIAL REPORT

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE SECOND SESSION (1959—60)
OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE WEST INDIES,
-.CONSTITUTED UNDER THE WEST INDIES
(FEDERATION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1957.

3rd Sitting

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The House met at 2.30 p.m.
" Prayers

(MR. SPEAKER in the Chair|

GOVERNOR-DESIGNATE OF
TRINIDAD

The Minister of Finance (Mr. Brad-
shaw): Mr. Speaker, I crave your leave
to move o Motion touching the appoint-
ment of Mr. Solomon Hochoy, as Governor-
Dssignate of the territory of Trinidad and
Tobago. With your permission, Sir, I would
read the Motion:

“Be it resolved that a message of con-
gratulations be forwarded to the
Honourable Sir Solomon Hochoy on
the honour conferred on him by Her
Majesty the Queen and on his ap-
pointment as Governor-Designate of
the territory of Trinidad and Tobago;
and that the name of Lady Hochoy
be associated with the Message.”

Sir, I believe that West Indians of every
stamp felt gratified and were joyous when
the news of Sir Solomon’s appointment was

Monday, 23rd November, 1959

anncunced. It is an indication to my mind
of the growing recognition which is being
given in the United Kingdom and else-

" where to the ability of West Indians to fill

the highest positions in their Territories.

- Sir Solomon is well-known to many of us
in this hon. House. I believe, Mr. Speaker,
his qualities are also well-known; his ac-
complishments also well-known, and T am
sure that this House will accept the Resolu-
tion and pass it unanimously.

1 have the honour to commend it to the
consideration of the House.

Mr. Joseph (San Fernando-Naparima):
Mr. Speaker, it is with a great deal of
pleasure that I rise to second the Motion
moved by the hon. Leader of the House.

No Member of this hon. House knows the
Honourable Sir Solomon Hochoy better
than the Leader of the House and myself.
As West Indians we feel proud whenever a
West Indian is appointed to a high office.
This paves the way for other West In-
dians; it sets a lead, and it onght to be an
inspiration to every West Indian to give
sacrificial service to his or her country,
feeling sure that in due course reward will
be theirs.
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ties between these emergent Nations of
Africa and ourselves in the West Indies.
I know that sometime ago, hundreds of
Jamaicans, whose vision superseded their
intelligence, in that they imagined that
in faraway Africa there was a great chance
for them, marched up to Kingston with
the hope that they would have been al-
lowed to go to Africa, They eventually
had to return to their humble homes, dis-
appointed people. I would like to see this
House make some effort to assist these
people so that some day they could realise
their dreams, and to see a West Indian
Governor in power in Jamaica. After all
we must realise that Africa was the land
from which our forefathers came, and if
some of us West Indians can go there and
assist in building up those countries which
are in great need of our help, it would be
a very good thing, Our business is to
make friends; our business is to obtain
trade for the Federation, and it shouid be
the duty of the Ministers fo make every
effort to try and assist our struggling
people who are hoping to reach the
heights that they have set before them.
Tt took Ghana years to reach the posilion
in which she is today but that was
achieved by a determination on the part
of her leaders who were from humble
ranks of peasants, but who by their grit
and self-sacrifice have coniributed to this
new and emergent nation. I am afraid,
Mr. Speaker, that we here in the West
Indies are lagging behind. The honour-
able the Prime Minister has done nothing
to convince the _ :ople of Jamaica that he
is able to take his place as a truc and
honest leader of the people of the West

Indier

Hon. Members : Oh, oh, nonsenea -

Mr. W. B, Williams : My hono
Friends cannot interpret what I mes
you are entrusted with the task of
ing a nation and you caunot put e
energy into it, your busincss then is
fair to the people who put you there
say so to them. And that is what I
tell the hon. Member for St. Lucia
Bousquet) who professes to be suc
authority on these matters. Mr. Spe
the Federal Government has faile
its duty fo establish good relation
between the Unit Territorics and
Government. I may recall that the I
berz of Parliament who came from Eng
and visited our Te.. tory and went, w
have thought that we, as the first N
bers of the West Indies Parliament, w
have by now been able to discuss
them how well things were going with
TFederation,  But, Mr, Speaker, ther
no relationship between the Units and
Federal Government.

I do not know what is being done 3
Motions and Resolutions passed in
Ilouse, because they seem to be thw
in the waste-paper basket and no ac
taken on them. We would like that
Unit Governments of the Federai
realise that it is their obligation to deve
trade between themselves and this F
cration. 1 know that the
Jamaica will come here and go back :
say to the people of Jamaica that a bet
relationship exists between the Units ¢
the Federation but, Mr. Speaker, is t
really so ? It will be rather surprising
hon. Members of this House to know tl
the leader of the Government, the Prem

Premier














