

















7355 Motion— British

tioning of rice in one of tie larger
islande He certainly did net expect
this ..uncil to believe that if we fed-
erated with the West Indies, Jamaiea
and Trinidad would continue with
theliy expensive cxperiment to pro-
duce their own rice.

But that iy not the poiutg that
reully worries me, I am worried
about my friend’s mewory. I want to
remind him of the very sad day when

padi was sold Yim this Coluny at 60
cents per bhag. T wonder if my
friend is saying that it matters

little or nothing to this Colony if
we returned to that stape — if we re-
turned to the duys when lands were
left abandoned becauge it was not a
paying concern to cultivate rice. Or
would he like once more to see the
anguish of the rice farmers who
could not recover ewn half the cost
of production? Does the hon. Mem-
ber not agree that our policy of ex-
pauding our rice industry was a good
one, and that it is our duty to in-
crease its expansion and improve the
atandard of cultivation? There is
one point on which I agree with my
friend, Mr. Raatgever. Speaking on
the Development Budget in this Coun-
cil on March 19, 1954, he is reported
in Hamnsard, column 426, to have said:

“I forgot to say when guoting from the
Bangkok Report, that it is proposed by In-
dia, Burmg, ete. to have 8 million more
tonn  f rice available in 1956-7, What can
we w. against that? Before the war tice
was dumped from Burma into the West
Indies. It was broughi as hallast in the
ships, and this Colony could not compete
with it. The rice producers know that, but
perhaps they would like to forget it 1
cannot forget it hecause I lost a lot of
money in rice due to the competition with
Burma. The same thing is geing to happen
again, and Barbados, Trinidad and the
other islands of thce West Indies are not
going to buy rice from Briiish Guiana
if they can get rice cheaper from the East.”

Are we therefore on
march when

the wrong
we move forward to
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secure this great market? I have’
heard it said that the lot of the ri
farmer in this Colony, secure as 1t
ig, is a very bad one. Are we going
to remove the little strings tiat bi
their security and make it dangerous
for them tu cultivate rice? In spite
of what the hon. Mr. Sugrim Siugh
hag said, he cannot convince the rice
farmer that it is a good thing to
keep out of Federation and gamble w
our rice market.

The hon. Mr. Ramphal has spoken
2 great deal about the fears that
people of the working class have, and
I endorse all e has said, DBut there
was also another fear which was
expressed to me which T want
to remove from the minds of
people. They complained to me t
it had been impressed upon th
that the rates of wages in the Wesy
Indies are so low that people who are ac-
customed to work for such small wag ,
if they came to this Colony, would t 2
a few pegs off the current rates of
wages,

Mz, Speaker: Did they indicate the
places where those low wages are
current?

Mr. Tello: They just referred te &
West Indies. I want 10 say something 1
it. My friend has all the statistics anc
he can challenge me if T am wrong. T say
that comparing industry with industry
in British Guiana and the West Tnc 3
the rates of wages are ou par, but wl ¢
there iy higher rate of wage thath
er rate is in the West Indies—mnot ir
British Guiana. T am not making anj
charge against our industries. It is ar
accepted fact that the cost of productior
in certain industries in the West Indies
is far lower than it is in British Gui 1
I make the positive statement that it I
not true to say that the people of th
West Indies are accustomed to rate
of wages much lower than those ohtain
ing in this country, and that they wil
come here and lower our rates of wages
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and in several places resolutions were
passed against Federation. He walk-
ed out of these donrs confident of the
support of the people against Federa-
tion,

1 want to refer to his speech made
on the 16th January, 1952, but I will
read from the Faneard of 30th MNovem-
her, 1951, at column 411 :

“Can we say that the desire for federa-
tion in the West Indies is spontaneous? I
have had the privilege of travelling from
ene end of this country to the other—
from Charity to Skeldon—and have held
meelings at 18 important ¢ res. It is frue
that they were only centres, but the num-
ber of meetings in each County was sui-
ficient for me to get a cTross-section of
public opinion. At each meeting, including
the one in New Amsterdam, we had a
very mixed audience. The hon. Member
for New Amsterdam (Mr. Kendall) was
present at the meeting T held in New Am-
sterdam, and as at the other 17 meetings,
a Tesolution was unanimously passed dis-
approving of the idean of federation of
British Guiana with the West Indies.”

As late ag December, 1952, Mr. De-
bidin was giving assurance to Members
of the Council that he had got a cross-
section of opinion and the people were
against Federation. He presented the
electorate with this lovely, decorated
manifesto, but if nne reads through it,
one will see that he ton was silent about
Federation, his silence suggesting that

~ he was against it. But what he was in
favour of was aiming at and working
toward eventual =elf-government for
British Guiana., We know the results.
He did better than 1, for he collected
16 per cent. of the votes, but he was
not given a mandate to go to ths
House of Assembly and continue his
fight against Federation. I think I can
safely say, with all my respect for him,
than the people turned out to reject him
and to pay last tribute fo his Party. is
manifesto sayvs:

“ am still President of the United Farm-

ers and Workers Party.”
Since the 27th April, 1953 T have
not heard of that Party, and it seems
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to me that it was safely buried on that
day.

Mr. Sugrim Singh: Federation or
no Federation, you lost your deposit.

Mr. Tello: I have done a little re-
cearch to show hon. Members the peo-
ple’s attitude towards those candidates
who wore diametrieally opposed to the
principle of Federation.

I am sorry my friend (Mr. Ken-
dall) ig leaving now, ag I am just a ut
to examine the people’s attitude to the
candidates who were federalists, ox
supporters of Federation (Mr Kendall
wveturns). First we have theé ca.. of the
hon. Member, Mr. Kendall. In his own

“amendment, when the original w-
ion was before the Legisl ve
Counecil, he sought the acceptance

of the principle of Federation, and he
certainly joined in supporting Dr. Ja-
gan’s. This certainly won him the con-
tinued respect of his constituency, and
ke wag returned with a 56 per cent 1a-
jority of the votes cast. He never failed
to make it clear that he was a bel ¢
in Federation, and at every opportunity
rlaced at higz disposal he carried the
fight against anti-federalists to bring
ahout a Federation of the West Indiea
az quickly as possible,

Now I come tn something that might
not please many people, but whether we
like it or not it is historical fact. In 1952
Dr. Jagan said he was strongly in f:  ur
of Federation., T would prefer to read
what he himself said.

Mr. Speaker: I do not think I an
allow vou to do that — to read what
a Member of the past Legislature pub-
lished in a paper.

Mr. Tello:
a paper.

Mr. Speaker: Allow me, I am
trying to make yon understand this's
what a Member of the Legislature has -
said, whether it is contained in his Party
newspaper, in his manifesto, or in the

It is not published in


















































