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LEGISLATIVE CGOUNCIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana
(Constitution) (Temporary Prowvisions)
Order in Council, 1958)

FRriDAY, 28TH JUNE, 1957

The Council met at 2 p.m.

- PRESENT:

His Homour the Speaker:
Sir Eustace Gordon Wsolferd, 0.B.2,

Q.C.

Ex-Officio Members:
The Hon. the Chief Secretary,
Mr. M. S. Porcher (Ag.).

The Hon. the Attorney General,
Mz. A. M. I. Austin.

The Hon, the Financial Secretary,
Mr. F. W. Essex,

Nominated Members of Executive
Council:

The Hon.
C.}M.G.,, CB.E.
culture, Forests,

Sir “Frank McDavid,
(Member for Agri-

Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem-
* ber for Labour, Health and Housing).

The Hon. W. O. R, Kendail (Mem-
her for Commmunications and Works).

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E.
(Member for TLocal Government,
Social Welfare and  Co-operative
Development),
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The Hon. R. B. Gajraj
The Hon. R.C. Tello

Nowminated Official :
Bir. J. L. Ramphal.

Nominated Unofficials :
Mr. W. A. Phang

Mr. 1. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.
Mr. C. A. Carter

Rr. E. I'. Cerreia

Kev. D. €. J. Bobb
Mr. H. Rahaman

Miss Gertie H. Collins
Mrs. Esther E. Dey
Dr. H. A. Fraser

Mr. R. B. Jailal

. Sugrim Singh
Mr. W. T. Loxd, 1.8.0.

Clerk of the Legisiature:
Mr. 1. Crum Ewing,

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature:

Mr., B. V. Viapree.

Absent:
Mr. T. Lee —on leave.

The Speaker read prayers.

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, 27th June,
1957, as printed and cireulated were
taken as read and confirmed.

it SO .
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Communications and Woirks): I heg to
lay on the table the—
“Motor Vehicles and TRoead Traffic

(Amendment) Repuiations, 1957.”
GOVERNMENT NOTICES

SUPPLEMENTARY KSTIMATES —
JUNE, 1957

The Tinancial Secretary: I heg to

give notice of the JMlowing motions
standing in my name—
“Be it resolved: That this Couneil

arproves of the Supplementary Estimates
{for the month of June, 1957, totalling
3297 415.76 which have bheen laid on the
table.”

SUPPLEMERTARY DEVELOPMENT
ESTIMATE: FOR JUNE, 1957

“Be it resclved: That this Conneil
approves of the Supplementary Estimates
(Development) f{or the month of June,
1957, totalling $2,163,034 00, which have
heen laid on the table.”

1956 SUPPLEMENTARY KEXPENDITURE

“Be it resolved: That this Council
approves of the Slatement of Supple-
meniary E  mditnve fotalling $422,402.54,
which was wewrred during the year 1936
and was not included W ony previous
schedule and is to. he admitted as a
charge to Public Funds under Colonial
Regulations 223 (2) (¢), and which has
been laid on the table”

1 shonld like to procecd with lhem
at a later stace at this mecting,

STATEMENT BY MEMEERS OF
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

O1L—DEXPLORATION, AND OTHER
ProJecTs

Sir Frank McDavid: (Memher for
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and Mines) :
Mr. Speaker, I have an announcement
to make. This being the last meeting
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tunity to make some announcements con-
cerning certain impertant investiga-
tlons which are in prospect and in re-
gard to four projects in the Davelop-
ment Pro mme.

Fivst, there is Oil Exploration. Gov-
ernment has received an application for
an Qil Exploration Licence by the
California Exploration Company, a sub-
sidiary of the Standard Oil Company of
California.  Favourable consideration
ig now being given to this application
which has been made on behalf of the
California il Company of British Gui-
ana—a eompaliy to be formed and regis-
tered in Rritish Guiana. The local Com-
pany will have a ecapital of $720,000 to
he supplementad by advances as re-
quired from the principal parent com-
pany.

Tho Exploration Licence would em-
brace an arca of the sea bad within the
honndaries of British Guiana comprising
{he southern section of the Centinental
Shell together with a narrow strip of
contigrous land on the coast.

The Standard Qil Company of
California ig one of the leading inter-
national oil groups and is presently
cngaged in active operations in Trini-
dadd  through ancther subsidiary —
Daminion 0il Ltd. The Officers of the
California Exploration Company have
wide expcrience in the exceution and
supervision of geoleglcal and geophysi-
cal exploration for petroleum and in re-
lated development activities.

The Company has intimated that it
is prepared to begin the exploration pro-
sramme al onte asing a ‘erew’ {survey
vessels) now operating in the Carib-
bean Area. The work to be carried out
will invelve a comprehensive seicmic
survey of the Continental Shelf within
the limits of the area covered by the
Exploration Licence, with subseguent
study and interpretation of the data
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Settlement will be in attendance this
afternoon at a convenient time to ex-
plain the project to Members,

F1sH MARKETING CENTRE

The Georgetown Fish Marketing
Centre at Lombard Street, (which in-
cludes the whaolesale fish market, fish
dock, ramp, grid and amenities for
fishernien) is now complete and in full
operation. The Centre and its ameni-
ties were constructed on the advice of
the Fisheries Adviser to the Secretary
of State fo conform with modern fishery
practice, It has not been possible to
arrange any formal opening of the
Centre but visitors will be invited on a
date in July io inspect the Centre and
to witness the docki  and discharge of
the survey vessel “Cape St Mary'” on
her return to port from one of hey sur-
vey and experimental fishing trips.

MILK PASTEURIZATION PLANT

Tl.. Geovernment Milk Pastenviga-
tion Premises and Plant heen com-
pleted and an opening cercmony  will
take place during July.

When the functions to which 1
kave referred take place, this Council
will have been dissolved and a new
Legislature will not yet bave been con-
stituted. T trust that all the pregent
Members of Couneil will neverthaless
feel able to accept the invitations
which will be extended to them to be
present in a personal capacity.

Honourable Members will, I, con-
fident, share the pleasure and satisfae-
tion of the Government at the prospe:t
of further immediate intensive invesliz
gation and exploration of this ecountry's
hatural resources reflected by the first
two anncuncements I have just made,
(Applaeuse],
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GEORGETOWN TownN COUNCIL

{AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr, Farnum: (Member for Lacal
( rwinl Welfare 1(
operative Development): I beg fo move
the following motion:

"Be it resolved: That wuls Couneil
agrees to proceed with the Georgelown
Town Council (Amendment) Bill, 1957,
forthwith.”

Mr. Gajraj: T heg to second the

motion.

Question put, and agreed to.

Motion affirmed.
Mr, Farnum: ! heg fo move the
second reading of the Bill intitoled:

“An Ordinance further to rnd the
Georgetown Town Council Ordinance”

This is a very short Bill, It has
been bronght in order to exempt the
Convent of the Good Shepherd and t¥
lands thereon from the payment of
rates and taxes to the Town Couneil,
and to enable them to enjoy the game
benefits as similar institutions. The
Bill also provides simllar henefits for
the Royal Agrieultural and Commer-
cial Socicty.

Mr. Gajraj: 1 beg to recond the
molion. T would like to =ay a few
words particularly on what m ¢ ap-
1 o be nn attempt by this Couneil
i ih this Bill through {ocday. is
Leing done ut the request of the Town
Council because the measure is one
which should really have been brought
many vears ngo. In so far as this ex-
emption of the Convent of Good Shep-
herd is concerned, the decision was
made (by the Town Council) since 1952
but, unfertunately, through many
calzes, the legislation has not reached
this Couneil before now.

As tne Ordinance now stands the

To Couneil has to demand that the
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The schedules relating to these
items come under two heads — Colo-
nial Development and Welfarvre

$309,847: and other sources—§1,2853,187
—a total of $2,163,034. The latter sche.
dile iz made up mainly of two items,
one being the sum of $1,121,000 for
the rehahilitation of the KEast Baulk
Road, including a sum of $320,000
for the purchase of roadmaking plant
for use on that road. I do not think
anyore would quarrel about this ef-
fort to reconstruct the FEast Bank
Road. Another lavpe item is une of
halt a million dollars for eertain de-
velopment work which musi be done
this year at Blocks I and Ii and to

1ich the Member for Agticulture
nng already referred. I do not think
I need to mention anything else with
respect to the Schedule, and I move
that the motion be now adopted.

Sir Trank WMeDavid;
second the motion.

I heg to

Question put, and acreed to.
Motion atfirmed,

1956 SBUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES
The TFinancial Secretaryv: [ heg
to move the following motion:

“Be it resolved: That this Couneil
approves of the Statement of Supple-
mentary Expenditure totalling $422,403.54,
which was inewrred during the year 19%5
and was not included in any previous
schedule and is to be admitted as »
charge to Public Funds under Colonial
Regulation 223 (2) (¢), and which has
been laid on the table.”

This is an anvual schedule and it
represents excesses  on votes  which
were disclosed  when the year’s  ae-
counts were closed. I am very glad to
say they are presented earlier this
vear than usnal. I would like to con-
gratulate the Accountant Generals

k. s TP N TR - 49 T I I T T
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like to say that the Schedule — thig iz
something to bhe desired — shows that
the Departments are improving, as of
tne $422,000 about  $280,000 repre-
sented an underestimate of the teache
galaries revision and Cost of Living
Allowancer to Pensioners.

I make the usnal Financial Sec-
retary’s promise in regard to excess
expenditure, that we shall do even
hetter next vear but I do feel we have
done better this year than last year.
The Schedule was approved in Finance
(‘cmmitfee and I hope it will be passed

by this Council.

=it Frank MeDavid: [ heg to
second the motion.

Question put, and : reed to.

Motion affirmed.

That I think, con-
on the Order of

Mr. Speaker:
c¢lndes the businesg
the Day.

VALEDICTION TO RETIRING
SPEAKER

The Chief Secretary: Defore we
close thig sitting which is our last,
with Your Ilonour’s permission, 1
would like to say a few words, and I
feel that hon. Membere would like to
do so too. I am speaking on behalf of
my official colleagues. We have heavd
in the Message from His Excellency
the Officer Administering
the Government that this Council
will be dissclved tomorrow, and
we have also heard with deep re-
gret that Your Honour will be vrelin-
quizshing your office as Speaker. His
Excellency described  in his Message
the peculiar difficulties which face a
Nominated Legislature. But in addi-
tion to the problems wnich he men-
tioned, I think, possibly there is one
other — omne of considerable import-
ance and one which is not easy to re-

D YIS TR I T T [ T T ]
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Mr. Cummings : I think T will
Legin where the hon. the Chief Sec-
retary in hiz very admirable speech
left off. T do not propose to speak
in any detail, or for-that ma at
all on what posterity will, I am sure,
judge to be achievement.

It ht been to me a very stimula-
ting expervience to have worked along
with my colle:  es and members of
the “opposition”, i T may s=o {erm
them, and after about three and a
half years I know we go out with the
gratitude of a large number of people
in this country whom we¢ "iave heen
able to assist.

T have really riren to make my
contribution to the tribntes which 1
know every Member of this Counecil
will wigh to pay you., BSir, as a dis-
tinpuished lawyer youn will rememlber
that there iz a prezumption of con-
tinuance of the state of things, It
ig a very peculiar presamption when
one thinks of the inevitability of
change in this life. It is paradoxical
that many of us should accept such
a presumption. Many had come to
feel that you were like Tennyson’s
brook; that while men were coming
and going, you would go on fovever.
You, Sir, are perhaps the only one
alive among those who sat with vou
when you first entered thiz Chamber.
Your association with this Chuamber
over a long period of yearg has been

almost continuous, although in dif-
ferent capacities.

I am happy that you are leaving
this high office of yours spontaneously
and, in my opinion, in a mind even
more tvesilient than that with whickh
you entered this Chamber. No one
can doubt the keennesg of your mind,

and although the tradition of vyour
13l
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Your Honour had your own method of
indicating your views and guiding
the dehate in progress. I, like the
hon. the Chief SBecretary, made my
firet ap) . e  this Council with
you in that Chair. Few people know
—and I speak on a personal note—
Low helpful you have leen to me in
this Counecil and also at the Bar,
where de factv you practise your pro=
tfexgion. Youor lepal caveer is too dis-
tinguished, tvo well kuown to mneed.
dilation on al oceasion like this.

1o bidding you farewell in ihis
Counceil, Mr. Speaker, the words of
two poets come to miund. In one case,
it is Longfeilow’s words:

“Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime:

And, departing, leave hehind us
Footprints on the sands of time’

I know many young Guianese who, on
reading those words, would think
wbout you, Sir. I myseltf remember
an edition of the " Christmas Annual”
of years ago in which your picture
appeared with the ecaption, " Man of
the Year”, Ever since that time yon
have been held up to our youths as
an embodiment of those words of
Longfellow, Years have passed and
your condnet and your actions have
not only justified the injunciion of
cur parents and well-wishers, but
have cemented our thoughts to the
fact that those words are well suited
to you and we should emulate your
example. The other lines that occur
to me are from Milton’s “ Lycidas:”

“At last he rvose,
mantle blue,

and twitch’d his

Tomorrow to fresh woods, and pastures
new.”

You go, S8ir, tomorrow, to fresh

B oy TL 2 r) -
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ancient meihod as exhibited in our
Mother of Parliaments would be made
poasihle for our future legislators.

Now, may I, like the Romang of
old, say to my colleagues “Awvete, valefle”

Mr. Luckhoo: May I join with
the other floor Members in returning
thanks to His Exeellency the Officer
Administering the Govermment for his
Iind message to Members of the Leg-
iglative Council. May I say for my-
self very briefly, nevertheless in a very
cutspoken manney, that I regard it a3
a civilege and I am proud that I was
g member of this Legizlative Council.
We have each in our own way sought
to pive service fo our country and to
male our humble eontribution as w2
snw fit,

The other aspect of his speech is
cne in which I would wish to join with
my ceolleagues and to thank yon, Siv,
for the service which you have given
not only i this Legisiature but to
the conntry in holding the high office
of Speaker with dignity, courage and
distinction. T feel that there are few
persons in British Guiana who ould
Tay claim to the intimate knowledge and
background of our institutions and our
practicer, I am happy that on many
crcasions you took the opportunity to
give us as a matter of permanent
record the background and the history
of some of these institutiens and prin-
ciples.

We are a comparatively new people
and it is good that these matters should
be vecorded so that thoze who come
after ug may read and be proud. There
iz mo doubt that in the holding of your
office you have brought to bear your
knowledge of Parliamentary procedure,
which I say with every sense of mod-
esty I think is unrivalled in the Carib-
beaa. On no oecasion during the whole
neriod of aur three and a half vears

23TH JUNE,
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here have T seen your Honour refer to
the rules in an endeavour to unravel
what might appear to be a knotty point
of procedure. Always, ag someone
stepped in it, you have been able fo
unrav._. it cut and undoubtedly fo act

rightly,

Theve was one remark I heard after
one of our very long meetings in this
Council Chamber relative to the debate
ot Federation when there was a rather
noigy scene at one stage, Your Haonour
was able effectively to quell that dis-
turbanece, not by the unspoken word, but
Ly the inautible word. I think that is
a great lribute to Your Honour, that
your personality could so unobtrusively
dominate the scene thal you were always
their 3peaker.

Sir, I have no doubt that whatever
office you enter, wherever you may go,
whether it is on the playing flelds,
whether it is on the race-course, whether
it is the highest chamber, you will bring
to bear that natural sense of dignity
and propriety which will enrich the
office you hold. Like my colleagues, 1
also end with a quotation: “Saying
goodbye to you is such sweet sorrow 1
could say it until tomorrow.”

Mr. Sugrim Singh: Your Honour,
on this momentous and historic day 1
wish to join my colleagues who have
spoken bhefore in sayving a few words
on the very eve of onr dispersal from
this Council,

In the first place, Sir, I wish to
say that this is a convivial oceasion,
tinged with an element of sorrow as we
part from this Chamber. It is con-
vivial in the sense that anyone in this
Council must appreciate the fact that
the Constitution of any country is al-
ways a growth and not a ereation, aad
we are moving forward after a tempo-
rary setback to place this country once
again on the road to constitutional and

economic stabilityv., nrosress  and  va-
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Chair with preat dignity — The dignity
of a person who Thas experience. 1
can assure you, Sir, that today you are
sending out a team of veterans -
veterans who can take "~ eir plazes in
any Legislative Council. It i= ouly

hecause of your help and guidance
that we waere able +to succeed.
{ Applanse),

1

I remember, when 1 first enter
this Chamber four vears ago in i
House of Ascembly, how vou gatherea
inexperienced legislators around vou
and guided them. You Thave done a
great service to your countyy, and like
a schoolmaster you Thave (rained
men to tale their places in the build-
ing of this country.

I am  sure Members avound
this table will join me in wishing yon
in your retirement many more yeays
of usefulness and happiness.

My, Lord: Mr. Speaker, I should
like to join with olher Membsars in
thanking tiie Officer Administering the
Governmment for his kind words to the
Members of this Connecil on its dis-
golution. T, myself, have neveyr heen
an aspirant for political honours, and
T consider it an honour and a privilege
to have been nominated fo serve as a
Member of this Interim Government.
As one hon, Member has stated, it has
alzo been a very stimulating experi-
ence,

I consider that this Interim Gov-
ernment can justly claim to have had
& very gnod record of achievement, and
if through lack of finance, personnel,
or lack of time this Government has
not bezen able to achieve more, T Lope
that those whe succeed us in office will
be in a position to carry out the plans
made by this Government to a suc-
cessful conelusion.

INes,
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I should !1Ke to pPay wwipute [0 you ay
the first Speaker of any Legisiature
in this Colony and one who has been
ahle to understand us. An hon. Mem-
ber referred to us as “untried
politicians” when we first eame here,

We are grateful for nr guidanc
and the way in which you permitted
us to carry on our affairs. We hope
that now you have planned to retire
from vour high office you will have
many more nseful years of service not
only to the community in general, but
alae  that vour experience will al-
ways be available to Members in  any
future Couneil  of thig  Colony.
(Auplanse).

Mrs, Dey:  Myp. Speaker, I rise
te add my quotu of thanks to what
other hon. Memhbers have said in

thanking thz Officer Administering the
Government for his message, and al=o
to support those who Thave already
meniioned their appreciation of your
eunl” ee.
His Excellency in his message quite
wisely mentioned that “the public con-
gidered us as rubber stamps.” But, Sir,
if a rubber stamp is properly cut and
the pad is properly inked the result
will be legible. I, Sir, am proud to he
one of the “rubher =tamp” Members to
whom rvefereree has been made, and
I am sure that my colleagues will
agree with me when I say that the im-
print we shall be leaving behind—the
ocne which will e handed down to
posterity — is that of an indelible
stamp — with all the good we have at-
temptled te do for our fellow Guianese
in this beloved country of ours. When
we entered this Council we were
given no torch — mnot even a box of
matches to light — but today we are
handing down a torch with which
others may read aloud. I rincerely
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the in-comi Government would bhe
able to co-cperate and achieve similar
things for the benefit of this country.
I gincerely hepe that we would not
have a recurrence of 1953,

1 desire also to pay a compliment
to you, Sir, for the very able manner
in which you have gnided this Council
in the course of its various activilies.
You have shown much patience with
the Members, many of whom swere in-
experienced, and in doing so you have
often ailowed them to exceed their
time-limit for speaking, espsecially
when an fmportant matter had to be
debated. T will conclude, Sir, hy
wishing that your years of retivement
will be long and happy; and, T wizh
again to thank His Excellenvy the
0.A.G,, for his very kind Messacge,

Mr. Phang: I wish to associate
with the rvemarks expressed

anking TTis Execellency the O.A.G.
for his Message, and I should lke to
talke this opportunity to thank wvon,
Sir, for the help and advice you have
given us all in thie Council

mvself

WMr. Gajraj: Mr. 3peaker, the pro-
ceedings of this Council today will go
down In history no less thau the
achievements of this Government and
this Legislature. T for one have consider-
ed it gver the last three and a half years
a matter of great privilege to he ag-
sociated with the Government and this
Couneil, and I have no regrets what-
ever for having done my part for my
country, as I felt it was just aud right
in the cireumstances.

Mr. Speaker, much has been said
already of what we have achicved
during the nperiod of time we have
served this Government and this
Council, but theve is one thing in
particulay which I would like to stress,
and that is the manner in which the
Members of this Government, who
had to travel oufside of British Gui-
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ana on conferences and meetings, have
removed the bad name which bhecame
the lot of this country after the way
in which our immediate predecessors
in office had run the Government of

thig country.

As one of those who have h: ™ the
privilege of representing this Guvern-
ment outside of thiz country, T can
attest to the fact that when this pre-
sent Government started we found
amongst our colleagues in the Carib-
hean a feeling of very grave suspicion.
Indeed, they wondered whether we
who succeeded a Government that
was suspended were going to chide
them in the very foolish manner in
which these Mcmbvers nszed to do.

Today aguin we seem to be faced
with the samoe trouble in go far as
our rice is concerned. The trouble is
traceable to 1953 when a certein
Minister ol dugtiry and Commerce
;o meeting of the Regional Economice
Committee teld our friends in the
Caribbean that they woeuld have to
pay a very high price for the vice
from DBritish Guiana or deo without
it. Today the rice farmers of this
country are wvory  worried  be-
cause it would seem that the attitude
of thore who have been elected to
represent those farmers is somewhat
akin to tho expression to which I have
refervod. The pos  on is different in
g0 Tar as our friends in the Carib-
Lean are concerncd, because they have
got the opportunity now of telling us
“"You may keep your rvice for we are
akle to do Dbelter. We are in a position
to dictate terms to youw.”

1 make this statement fully know-

ing the effect it can have in the
country. I feel that on this last day

that this Legislature meets opportun-
ity should bhe taken so that the

mers in the country must know that
we are pascing through a period of
crisis in so far ag the security of the
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all that is something we must fecl
grateful for, and instead of just zay-
ing how sorly we are at your de-
parture, we must also express our joy
that vou have been with us through
these very exciting times, for the work
of this Government and this Tegis-
Iature has been by no means static,

We have worked with an energy
and a delermination to prove to the
people of this country that there are
persons sprung from the same stock
as they who, given the opportunity,
would Dbe able to steer this country
out of shallow waters and away from

the shoals into a safe harbour. We,
I elaim, have done much towards
proving this to be possible, and

although we confess that there ig etill
a great desl to be done in this coun-
fry, vet w 1t has been achieved in our
three and a half years is definitely a
record.

The foundation has been laid
which, if it iz used properly, will
enable thoge builders who will come
after us to build more quickly, and
to be sure, the building will he secure
and will not suffer from the elemants
—the wind will not blow the structure
down. But if they seek to build on
ghifting sands we all know what the
regult will be.

Your Honour, I join with my
colleagues in bidding you farvewell as
Speaker of this Council and T want
to joo  them, toe, in wishing that in
the years that remain with y~» Ge?
will give vou health and strewzh oo
that vou will Dbe able to enjoy
every moment of thore wyears: tThat
the vitality, the resiliency and humour
which characterized your leaderzhip
in  this Council will continue to
assist you to enjoy your well-earned
Vears.

Mr. Jailal:
came inta thic

Mr. Speaker, when I
Conneil a few wvears
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¢  and started off on one of my long
speeches a piece of poetry came to
my mind:

“The day cdrags through, these storms
keep the sun,
Thus the heart will break yet hrokenly
liviz on.”
Those lines summed up my approach
to the situation at that time. 1 wish
Loday to commence my remarks of
{farewell to Your Honour and my
colleagues with another quotation,
the words of Shakespeare’s Henry V,
before the battle of Agincourt:

“Think not today upon the faults my
father made encompassing the crown”

I make reference to the method by
which we were co-opted to serve in
this Legislature.

Let us forget the method
by which we were brought in here.
I remember gitting here and hear-
ing Sir Frank McDavid's remarks
that we should try and digcard the
word “Iaterim” in referring to this
Government; that the “interimnees” of
it was of mno importance at all. I
sharve that opimlion. I share it
because I feel there has been no-
thing interim in the nature of the
things with which we have had
to deal. I do not wish to try and
show any record of achievement he-
cauce there will be no real point in
that. As I have heard the Chief Sec-
retai~ eay: time and history will tell,
I alsv agree. Only time and history
will be abhle to judge the record of
work done by thisz Counecil,

But speaking for myself, T shall
first of all thank the Governovs: the
one who appeinted us, and the ome
who vemoves us [rom here {laughier),
for the tolerance which both of them
have shown,
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Jointly and collectively we agrec
that this is an efficient team. Therefore
it puzzles me why we cannot now go
out to the public as a united team.
What greater service could we have
rendered British Guiana than saying
to the people, “we promised you no-
thing but we gave you many things;
and we want your permission to con-
clude what we have commenced.” This
state of affairgs makes the disrolution
of this assembly all the more sadder
than it ought to be. It is the one
unfortunate blot on this great chap-
ter we have written in the history
of the Legislature. However, lots of
things that are not mended today can
be mended tomorrow. (Laughter).

", Bir, I know my language is inade-

quate to fully say “thank you” for all
that you have done for us, so I will
me._y add that God always ussists
us to go the path that is right for
us without our being conscious of
it. T wish your vretirement will be
just as you want it to be.

Mr.  phal: Sir, I rise not to
make a second gpeech, but to make
the time-honoured request that Iis

Excellency’s gracious Message be
printed and ecirculated,
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, 1

would ask your indulgence to be al-
lowed to say that at the moment,
feeling as I do, I feel quite unable
to convey to you as adequately as I
gshould have liked te have done my
appreciation of your kind and gener-
ous references to me as to the manner
in which I have discharged my duties
as the Speaker of this Counecil during
your peried of service, but I am deep-~
Iy grateful to you for what you have
sald. I have served as a Member in
tha warious Legislative bodies of the

7 for over 40 years, some 30

of which ~ iresented the same
conatitie o o e Veem P mn aT 4. .
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59 years, been a Member of the prac-
tising Bar of this Colony, having
taken Silk in 1 3. I believe this is
a political and professional record in
Fritish Guiana as well as in the British
Caribbean area, save and except a
barrister in Trinidad, I have been
told. I have thus had a rich and
eventful life.

Some Members have rveferred to
the success of the Colonization Dele-
gation of 1919 of which I was a Mem-
ber. That recalls to my mind one of
the proudest acts of my life. I was
Mayor of the City at the time, and I
tried my best to persuade the City
Council to have this city sewered,
but as I could not get the permission
of the Counecil for Mr. Harris, the
City Engineer, to accompany me to
the United Kingdom, I asked Sir Wil-
fred Collet, then Governor of the
Colony and w=ith whom it was said I
had some i1..jence, to let Mr. Harris
accompany the Delegation that was
being sent to the Colonial Office to
try and revive East Indian imrmigra-
tion to the Colony.

I remained in London where Mr.
Harris, Mr. Luke Hill, at one time the
Town Superintendent of the Town
Council, and myself had conversations
with Mr. Howard Humphrys and with
the Crown Agents. It wag as a redult
of those conversations that this City
was sewered. A special Ordinance was
passed to allow of my staying there
as my membership of the Council
would have hecome vacant, and I was
rewarded on my return by having to
fight a contested election for the
mayoralty. That was the only occa-
sion on which the ratepayers of the
City had taken part in the selection
of a Mayor. T won the seat, but the
only recognition that I then received
wag a letter of thanks from Mr. Hum-
phrys. Nevertheless, T have lived to
see this City one of the bhest sewered

1 .














