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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Constituted imcler the British Guiana 
(Constitution) (Tenivomry Provisions) 

Order in Co11ncil, 1953) 

FRIDAY, 28TH JUNE, 1957 

The Council met at 2 p.m. 

. PRESENT: 

His Honour the Speaker: 

Sir Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., 
Q.C.

!Ex-Officio Members: 

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
l\'Ir. M. S; Porcher (Ag.). 

The Hon. the Attorney General, 
Mr. A. M. I. Austin.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary, 
Mr. F. W. Essex. 

Nominatecl Meinbers of Executive 
Council: 

The Hon. Sir 1 Frank McDavid',

C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agri­
cuiture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem· 
ber for Labou.r, Health and Housing). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. I{emlall (Mem­
ber for Communications and \Vorks). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, 0.B.E.

(Member for Local Governme11t, 
Social Welfare and Co-operative 
Development), 

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj

The Hon. R.C. Tello

Nominated Official: 

Mr. J. I. Ramphal.

NominMecl Unofficials: 

l\Ir. W. A. Phang

i\lr. L. A. Lnckhoo, Q.C. 

Mr. C. A. Carter 

Mr. E. F. Correia 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb 

Mr. H. Rahaman 

Miss Gertie H. Collins 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey 

Dr. H. A. Fraser 

Mr. R. B. Jailal 

Mr. Sugrim Stngh 

Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Cl erlc of the Legislature: 

Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 
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Assistant Clerk of the Legiolatm·e: 

Mr. E. V� Viapree. 

Absent: 

Mr. T. Lee - on leave. 

The Speaker read prayers. 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council ·held on Thursday, 27th June, 
1957, as printed and circulated w.ere 
taken as read and confirmed. 
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ANNOUNCElVIENTS 

DISSOLUTION OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

lVIr. Speaker: Hon. lVIembern, I am 
going to read the text of a message I 
have just received from His Excellency 
the Officer Administering the Gove m­
ment. 

.. Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, 
Tomorrow will see the dissolution of 

the first Legislative Council to be con­
stituted under the British Guiana (Con­
stitution ) (Temporary Provisions) Order 
in Council, 1953- I am certain that had 
he been h ere the Governor would not 
h ave allowed the occasion to pass without 
conveying to you his grateful apprecia­
tion of the work done by you during the 
past three and a h alf years. You accepted 
Governor Sir Alfred Savage's invi.tat ion 
to take office at a most difficult t ime in 
the country's history. By their nature 
nominated legislatures cannot be expected 
to be popular and you may feel lh3.t this 
one h as been no exception. 

It is, h owever , by their record of 
ach ievement that legislatur es are ulti ­
m ately judged and I do not think you 
need h ave any fear of the verdict of 
1:·osterity. It is impossible in this short 
.Message to catalo,g'lle all the legislation 
that h as been passed - and, of course, 
content is the important thing not. mere 
bulk-but a survey of the close on 201() 
bills which you will have dealt with b e­
for e dissolution, shows how wide-ranging 
and far-reaching your legislative work 
has been, encompassing every sphere of 
Government in terest from elections to 
electricity', froni mining to mon~ylend­
ing, from fish to fires, from law to labour, 
from prisons to paddy. Even so the en­
actment of laws forms but a pa rt of the 
work of a legislature. The range of 
Motions and Resolutions is just as exten­
sive. Besides examining two major 
development programmes you have de­
bated and adopted important resolutions 
on social secu rity, the heal th s2rvice, 
secondary education and aviat ion, to 
name only a few , The public service has 
claimed your attention on many occasions 
and h as always received fair tr eatment, 
for which I personally am particularly 
grateful. Then, last but not least, then~ 

is your scrutiny of expenditure in Finance 
Committee where, in an unpublicised, 
informal atmospher e so much of your 
work has been done. The fact that so 
much development has taken pla-::c with 
virtually no increase in an already high 
level of taxation is a tribute to your 
watchfulness as guardians of the public 
purse. 

A nominated legislature fares a 
dilemma. If it supports the Administra ­
tion it is exposed to the accusation of 
bein,g a mere "rubber stamp." If it 
oi:;poses the Administration (which it can 
successfully do since it has the majority) 
it is liable to be charged with obstructing 
the government. It must be crit ical, but 
constructively so. Here again, looking 
bctck on your record, I think it can be 
fa i rly said that you have trodden the 
middle way with remarkable consistency. 

Mr. Speaker, to you, Sir, a particular 
c>.ncl personal expression of gratitude is 
due. After presiding with distinction 
over two Legislative Councils you a re 
about to give up office. The office of 
Speaker is peculiar to the British parlia­
mentary t radition. It is an office ,Jf little 
r ower bu t g reat influence. The whole 
character of a legislature can be de ­
termined by its Speaker, not directly but 
by the impact of his wisdom, experience, 
personality ,md judgment. I can only 
sc1.y that as the first of what I hope will 
be a long line of Speakers in British 
Guiana you have set a standard which 
your successors \Vill h ave to str ive har d 
to surpass.'' 

The 
Essex) : 

PAPERS LAID 

Financial Secretary f lVIr. 
I beg to lay on the table the-

Minutes of the Meetings ot Finance 
Committee h eld on 7th, 13th and 25th 
June, 1957. 

secondly-

.Schedule of Supplementary Estima te:, 
for the month of June, 1957. 

t hirdly-

Schedule of Supplementary Es li:nates 
(Development) for the month of June, 
1957. 

fourthly-

Final Schedule of Additional Provision 
on the Recurrent Estimates, 1956, 
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Mr. W. 0 . R. Kendall (Member for 
Communications and Works): I beg to 
lay on the table the-

" Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic 
(Amendment) Regiulations,, 1957." 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 

JUNE, 1957 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
give notice of the followirig motions 
standing in 111:v name-

" Be it resolved: That this Council 
approves of the Supplementary Estimates 
for the month of June, 1S57, totallin!', 
$Z97,4"15-76 which have been laid on, the 
table." 

SUPPLEMENT,\RY DEVELOPMENT 

ESTIMATE'3 FOR JUNE, 1957 

"Be it resolved: That this Conncil 
approves of the Supplementary Estimat~s 
(Development) for the month of J unP, 
1957, totalling $2,163,034-00, which have 
been. laid on the table." 

1956 SUPPLEMENTARY EXPENDITURE 

"Be it resolved: That ihis Council 
approves of the Statement of Sup.ple­
mentary Expenditure totalling $422,403.54, 
which was incurred dur ing the y~ar 195G 
and was not included in any previous 
schedule and is to _ be admitted as a 
charge to Public Funds under Colonia1 
Regulat ions 223 (2) (c), and which has 
been laid on the table-" 

I should like to proceed with them 
at a latel' stage at this meeting. 

ST ATEl\'IENT BY MEMBERS OF 
E XECUTIVE -COUNCIL 

OIL-EXPLORATION, AND OTHER 

PROJECTS 

Sir Feank McDavid : (Member for 
Agricultme, F or.e,s ts, Lands ancl Mines) : 
Mr. Speaker , I have an announcement 
to mal{e. This being the last meeting 

of the Council, I wish to take the oppor­
tunity to make some announcements con­
cerning certain important investiga­
tions which are in prospect and in r.e­
gard to four projects in the Develop­
ment Programme . 

F irst. there is Oil Exploration. Gov­
. ernrnent has r eceived an application for 
a n Oil Exploration Licence by the 
California Exploration Company, a sub­
s idia n' of the Star.dard Oil Company of 
California. Favourable consideration 
is now being given to this applicat ion 
which h11s been made on behalf of the 
California Oil Company of British Gui·­
ana-a company to be formed and regis­
tered in British Guiana. The local Com­
pany will have a capital of $720,000 to 
be supplemented by a dvances as re­
quired from the principal parent com­
pany. 

Th.e Exploration Licence would em­
brace an area of the sea bed within the 
boundaries of Briti~h Guiana comprising 
the southern section of the Continental 
Shelf together with a narrow strip of 
contiguous land on th.e coast. 

The Standard Oil Company of 
California is one of the leading inter~ 
!lational oil groups and is presently 
engaged in active operations in Trini­
dad through another .subsidiary -
Dominion Oil Ltd. The Officers of the 
Cal ifornia Explorati011 ,Company have 
wide experience in the execution and 
supervision of geological and geophysi­
cal exploration for petroleum and in r e­
lated development activit ies . 

The Company has intimated that it 
is prepared to begin the .explorat ion pro­
gramme at on~e using a 'cr-ew' (survey 
vessels) now operating in the Carib­
bean Area . The work to be carried out 
w ill involve a comprehem:-ive seiemic 
survey of the Cont-inental Shelf within 
the limits of the area covered by the 
Exploration Licence, with subs~quent 
study ind interpretation of the data 
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und results of the survey. Negot.iatiom; 
a re now in progress with respect to the 
detailed terms of the Exploration 
Licen-::e and of an,,- Prospecting Licence 
for which application might subse­
quently be made by the Company 
should the results of the exploration 
justify prospection. 

TIMBER UTI/LlZATION 

Reynolds Metals Company have had 
cli.scussions 1Yith Governmen t as to the 
feasibility of economic utilization of the 
timbers in the areas covered by the,ir 
bauxite minin:4 concessions with a view 
1.o manufacture for export in various 
commercial forms e.g. pulp, synthetic 
lumber an cl lumber forms. As a result 
of the.sc discussion:; a project ha.s been 
ag;:,_eed npun fo r execution in three 
stag-es namely ( i ) Preliminary Survey 
(ii) Full Scaki Forest Inventory Sur­
vey and (iii) World Market Study. The 
parldpant.s in lhis pro_j.ect will be Rey­
nolds Metals Compa ny, the International 
Co-operati on Adminis tration of the 
U.S.A. and the F orest Department. .A. 
11roj.ect agreement with I.C.A. has been 
sign ed in terms of which LC.A. will 
make available the services of a special­
is t to undertake the preliminary survey 
which, it is expected, will b.e carried out 
in July-August. Subject to a favour ­
able report on this preliminary surve,\· 
the full srale commercial inventory_ 
would be undertaken and thereafter 
Reynolds Metals Company would make 
the world market study if the anal ,·sis 
of the inventor.v indicates a favotll'~bl.e 
commerf'ial content of the fore,:;t. It is 
h oped that the results of this forest 
utilization s urvey ,~,o ulcl illustrate t he 
econ omic possibilities of comprehensiv.e 
exploita t ion of other fores t areas of the 
Colony. 

NEW HOTEL FOR GEORGETOWN 

A recognized organization oI hotel-

iers in the U.S.A. is cons idering a pro­
ject to build an d operate a hotel in 
Georgetown and has approached Govern­
ment to make available a suitable &ea.­
side site. Government have agreed to 
allocate for t his pu r pose a s.ection of 
the Thomas Lands facing the Sea Wall 
and to make it available to the firm on 
long-term lease on cond.ition that a h otel 
of agre.ecl capaC'ity and t ype is erected 
with suitable development of the 
grnunds . 

T ORANI CANAL 

This proj ect, comprising the con­
struction of au irrigation canal between 
the Berbicc and Canje Rivers, 12 miles 
long about 100 feet wide and 10 feet 
deep togethe1· with sets o.f regulator 
gates a.t both ends, is now in its final 
stage. It is hoped t hat it will be pos .. 
s ible to make arrangements for a cere­
monial openin g of the intake regulator 
gates on the Berbice River thus admit­
ting water from this river into the 
Canal. This ceremony has been tenta­
tively :fixed to take place on a s uitable 
date during the first week of August. 
Th.e construction of an airstrip on the 
savannnh adjacent to the ranal is bei ng 
undertaken. This will .enable those in­
vited to travel to the site by E.G. Air­
way&. Dakota aircraft and return to 
Georgetown on the same clay. 

BLOCKS I AND II CORENTYNE 

The recently complet ed .sets of ela­
borate deta iled plans and drawings for 
t he drainage and irrigation o:f Blocks 
I a11 cl II, Corentyne, and for the estab­
lishment within the area of four far ­
mers' settlements designed to accommo­
date 1,500 fa milies have been placed on 
exhibition in the Committee Room. T he 
-~rting Director of Drainage and Irri­
gation with a representative of the Con­
sulting Engineers, Si r William Halcr ow 
and Partners, and the Dir'E:ctor of Land 
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Settlement will be in attendance this 
afternoon at a convenient t ime to ex­
plain the project to Members. 

FISH MARKETING CENTRE 

The Georgetown Fish Marketing 
Centre at Lombard Street, (which in­
cludes the wholesale fis h market, fish 
dock, ramp, grid and amenities fol' 
fishermen) is now complete and in full 
operation. The Centr.e and its ameni­
ties were constructed on the advi ~.e of 
the Fisheries Adviser to the Secretary 
of State to conform with modem fishery 
practice. It has not been possible to 
arrange any formal opening of the 
Centre but visitors will be invited on a 
date in J•ulr to inspect the ·Centre and 
to witness the docking and dis~harg.e of 
the sur vey vessel "Cape St. Mar,v" on 
her return to port from one of her sur ­
vey and experimental fishing trips. 

MILK PASTEURIZATION PLANT 

The Government Milk Pasteu r iza­
tion Premises and Plant been com­

pleted and an opening ceremony will 
take place during ,July. 

When the functions to which I 
have refened take place, this Cauncil 
will have been dissolved and a new 
Legislature will not ye t have been con­
stituted. I trust that all the present 
Members of Council will nevertheless 
feel able to accept the invitations 
\vhich will be extended to them to be 
p resent in a personal capacity. 

Honourable Members will, I am con­
fident, share the pleasure and satisfac­
tion of the Gov.er nment at the prospe~t 
of further immediate inte1rnive investi'. 
gation and exploration of this country's 
natural resources reflected by the first 
two announcements I have just made. 
( Applause). 

GEORGETOWN TOWN COUNCDL 

( AMENDMENT) BILL 

I\'lr. Farnum: (Member for L0cal 
Government, Social Welfare and Co­
operatil-e De,·elopment) : I beg to moye 
the following motion: 

.. Be it resolved: That this Council 
agrees to proceed with the Georgetown 
Town Council (Amendment) Bill, 1957,. 
forthwith.'' · 

Mr. Gajraj: I beg to seconcl the 
motion. 

Question put, and a greed to. 

lVIotion affirmed. 

.Mr. Farnum: I beg to move the 
second reading of the Bill int ituled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Georgetown Town Council Ordinan~e." 

This is a Yery short Bill. It i1:1 s 
been b rnnght in order to exempt the 
Coment of the Good Shepherd and the 
lands thereon from the p:i.yrnent of 
rntes and taxes to the T own Council , 
and to enable them to enj oy the same 
benefits as simila r institutions. Tiie 
Bill also provides siml ia r benefits for 
the Royal Agrirultural :iml Commer­
<'i:11 .Society. 

Mr. Gaj raj: I beg to ~ccond the 
motion. I would like to say a few 
vl"ords particularly on whrit might ap­
pear to be an attempt by this Council 
t o 1·11sh this Bill th rough today. It is 
being clone nt the r equest of the Town 
Council because the measure is one 
,vhich should really have been brought 
many years :igo. In so far as this ex­
emption of the Com·ent of Good Shep­
herd is concerned, the decision was 
made (by the Town Council ) s ince 1952 
but, unfortunately, through many 
cau~es, the legislat ion has not ,·eached 
this Council before now. 

As foe Ordinance now stnnds the 
Town Council has t o demand that the ;j 
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institution meet its obligations for the 
payment of rates and taxes but it does 
not have the wherewithal to do so. 
There is another institution which 
enjoys similar exempt ion from rates 
and taxes by the Town Council, there­
fore I think it is right that we should 
get ourselves .on the right side of the 
law with regar d to the two institutions 
ment ioned in t his Bill. 

Question put, and agr eed to. 

Bill r ead a second time. 

COUNCIL 1N COMMITTEE 

Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to consider the Bill clause by 
clause, and passed the Bill as printed. 

Council resumed. 

Mr. Farnum: 1 beg to move that 
the Bill be now read a third t ime and 
passed. 

Mr. Gajraj: I beg to seco11d the 
motion. 

Question put, nnd agreed to. 

Bill read a th ird time and passed. 

FINANCI AL MOTIONS SUSPENSION 

OF STANDING ORDERS 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move the suspension of the relevant 
Standing Orders to enable me to pro­
teed with three motions of which I 
have given notice today. I haye had 
the authority 'Of the Officer Adminis­
tering the GoYernment to proceed wi th 
these measures. 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
second t he motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion aff irmed. 

Relernnt Standing Orders sus­
pended. 

SUPPLEMENTARY E STIMATES- JUNE 

195'7 

The Financial Secretary: I beg t o 
mm·e the following motion : 

.. Be it resolved: That this Conncil 
:,pprove., or the Supplementary Estb;ates 
for the month of .June, 1937, totalling 
$297,415 76, which have been laid on the 
table." 

The Schedule relating to this ex­
penditure was only apprnved yesterday 
by Finance Committee and I do not 
propose to take up the time of t he 
Conncil by going into a great deal of 
detail. There is nothing startling among 
the items in this Schedule - and we 
hm·e tried to anticipate foe supple­
mentary expenditure which might be 
incnned within the next few weeks. 
The larger item~ in t his Schedu le }\1'C 

$·10,000 for gran ts to ,seconda ry .schools 
and this stems from a r esolution 
which was passed by fo is Council. 
Thern is also an item of $20,000 for 
oyerseas conferences, $45,000 for the 
new school feeding ECheme and other 
items like that. Since we went into 
the items in Finanre Committee yes­
terday, I shall move that t his motion 
be now adopted. 

l\11'. Cummings: I beg to second 
the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Motion affirmed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES ( DEVEL-

OPMENT) JUNE, 1957 

The Financial Secretary : I beg to 
to moye t he following mot ion: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
appr oves of th e Supplementary Estimates 
(Development) for the month of June, 
1957, totalling $2,163,034.00, which h ave 
been laid on the table, " 
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The schedules r elating to these 
items come uncl<er two heads - Colo­
nial Development and W e 1 f a r e 
$309,847 : and other somces-$1,853,187 
-a total of $2,163,034. The latter sche­
dule is made up mainly of two items, 
one being the sum of $1,121,000 for 
the reh abilitation of the East Bank 
Road, including a sum .of $320,000 
for the purchase of roadmaking plant 
for use on that road. I do not think 
anyone would quarrel about this ef­
fort to reconstruct the East Bank 
Road. Another large item is 0ne of 
half a million dollars for certain de­
velopment work which must be done 
this year at Blocks I and II and to 
which the Member for Agriculture 
i1ns already referred. I do not think 
I need to mention anything else with 
respect to the Schedule, and I move 
that the motion be now adopted. 

Sir Frank McDavid: 
second the motion. 

I !Jeg to 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion affirmed. 

1956 SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 

The Financial Secretary: I beg 
to moye the following motion: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
approves of the Statement of Supple­
mentary Expenditure totalling $422,403.54, 
which was incurred during the year 195G 
and was not included in any previous 
schedule and is to be admitted as a 
charge to Public Funds under Colonial 
Regulation 223 (2) (c), and which has 
been laid on the table." 

This is an annual schedule and it 
represents excesses on yotes which 
were disclosed w'i1en the year 's a-c­
counts were closed. I am Yery glad to 
say they are presented earlier this 
year than usual. I would like t o con­
gratulate the Accountant General's 
T"\ ,.. ___ •-.l.•- - -•-L - -- Ll- -L - -- , T 

like to ;;ay that the Schedule - this is 
something to be desired - shows that 
the Departments are improving, as of 
foe $422,000 about $230,000 repre­
sented an underestimate of the teachers 
salaries revision and Cost of Lh-ing 
A llowancef to Pensioners. 

I make the usual Financ-ial Sec­
retary's promise in regard to excess 
expenditure, that ·we shall do even 
better next year but I do feel we have 
done better this yea1· than last year. 
The Schedule was approyed in Finance 
Ccmmittee and I hope it will be passed 
by this Council. 

Sir P rank McDavid: I beg- to 
second the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion affirmed. 

Mr. Speaker: 
r·ludes the bu:;iness 
the Day. 

That I think, con­
on the Order of 

VALEDICTION TO RETIRING 
SPEARER 

'l'he Chief Secretary: Befor8 we 
close this .sitting 'Nhich is our last, 
with Yom· Honour's permission, I 
wou lcl like to say a few words, and I 
feel that hon. Member~. would like to 
do so too. I am speaking on behalf of 
my official collea gues. We ham heard 
in foe Message from His Excellency 
the Officer A ·d m i n i s. t e r i n g 
the Government that this Council 
will be dissolved tomorrow, and 
we have also h eard with deep re­
gret that Your Hon<;rnr will be relin­
quishing your office as Speaker. His 
Excellency described in his Message 
the peculiar difficulties which face a 
Nominated Legislature. But in addi­
t ion to the problems wi1ich he men­
tioned, I think, poss.ibly there is one 
other - one of considerable import­
n nce and one which is not easy to re-- _, __ _ 
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faces any collection of people, who 
without any particular previous con­
nection, are suddenly called upon to 
serve together and to fol'm a unit 
wii-ich has an identity and character of 
its own. 

An Elected Legislat ure h11s its 
party policies and pa r ty leadel's to set 
a pattern for it, but a Nominated 
Legis.lature is entirely dependent. on 
its own collective r esources to mould 
its own character. A Legislative 
Council without a character of its 
own would, I think, be a very sorry 
thing, and I feel it is one of t he 
great achievements of this Council 
t hat it has undoubtedly been able to 
develop a definite character of its 
own. 

Three and a half years ago a 
collection of indi vidua ls, walked into 
this Chamber ; thi r afternoon a team 
____:_ and in my opinion an effi cient 
team-will walk out. Every Member 
of this Council has played his or her 
part. There has been no subs.ervience 
nor has ther e been any mutiny, a l­
though on one or two occasions we 
got fairly close to it. By a nice 
balance of criticism :.ind encourage­
ment from this Counc il, the Gover!l­
ment has been able to introdu~e and 
implement a policy which has laid a 
firm an d strong foundation on which 
future Legislative Councils can build. 
On beha lf of my official colleagues I 
would like to thank eve1·y Memher of 
the Council for the assistance and 
the help which you have all g-iven to 
us. 

Sir, as His Excellency has stated 
in his Message, the position of the 
Speaker is a peculiar one. By parlia­
mentary tradit ion you ar e set apart 
from us and yet you tl'avel together 
with us in the Ship of State. You 
have served during yonr term of office 

with two Ships of State, and you have 
been through s ome rather troubled 
water,· . The fact that you have man­
aged so remarkably successfully can 
be attributed to many reasonf'. , but, 
I think, not least of t hem is ~, gift 
which you have and which was alrn 
posses£ed by t he greatest admir:i.l in 
the history of the Britfrh Navy. ,I am 
reforring 'lletaphorically of course, 
to you1· u:"<e of the te lescope and your 
remarlrnble ability to apply that in­
~trnment to the appr opriate eye when 
the occasion demands. I am sure 
that during your term of office there 
mus,t have been occaf! ions when 
Nelson him£elf must have touched 
his hat to yon. 

All of us here owe you a deep 
debt of gratitude. For many of u~ it 
was our first experience of Legis­
;a.tive Council work when we came 
into this Chamber. There if nothing 
like t he cut and thrust of parlia­
mentary debate. There is no previous 
experience which prepares you for it 
entirely. It can be a rather frighten­
ing and sometimes even a humiliat­
ing experience. But by your tact you 
have enabled us to cut our t eeth 
,Yith the minimum of discomfort. 

Hon. MemherF" will forgive me­
I am sure my official colleagues will 
fo rgive me - if 1 expt'ess my own 
perrnnal g ratitude to you. I am one 
of those who were inducted into the 
mysteries of parliamentmy debate 
under your guidance, and I am 
extremely grateful to you for the 
help and encouragement you have 
given me. 

This afternoon we a re writing 
the last paragraph in a notable 
chapter of thi's Colony's: history. 
There a re, no doubt, some who will 
rejoice tomorrow when this chapter 
is closed, but I, myself, believe firm-· 
ly that the pages of this eha;,lter have 
been well written and. I think, in the 
years to come posterity will endorse 
my view. 
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Mr. Cummings : I think I will 
begin where the hon. the Chief Sec­
retary in his very admirable &peech 
left off . I do not propo.se to speak 
in any deta il, or for✓-that matter, at 
all on whab posterity will, I am s ure, 
judge to be achievement. 

It ha£ been to me a very stimula­
ting experience to have worked 3long 
w it h my colleagues and memL-ers of 
the ·· oppos:ition", if I m ay so t e rm 
them, and after about three and a 
half year£, I know we go out with the 
gratit ude of a large number of people 
in t his country whom we have been 
able to assis.t. 

I have r eally r h:.en to make my 
contribution to the tributes which I 
know every Member of t his Council 
will wish t o pay you. Sir, a s a dis­
tinguished lawyer you will remember 
that there is a presumption of con­
t inuance of the st ate of things. It 
is a very pec ulia r pren 1mption when 
one t hinks of the inev itability of 
change in this life. It is paradoxical 
that many of us shquld accept such 
a presumpt ion. Many had come to 
feel t hnt you were like Tennyson's 
brook; tha t while men were coming 
nnd going, you would go on forever. 
You, Sir·, ar e perhaps the only one 
alive among tho£e who sat with you 
when you first entered this Chamber. 
Your associat ion wit h this Chamber 
over a long period of years. has been 
almost continuou·s., although in dif­
ferent capacit ies. 

I am happy that you are leaving 
this high office of yours spontaneously 
and, in my opinion, in a mind even 
more resilient than that with which 
you entered this Chamber. No one 
can doubt the keenness, of your mind, 
and although the tradition of your 
hi~h office ner.PRR~hltr.>Q imnavtia Hh, 

Your Honour had your own method of 
indicating your views and guiding 
the debate in pl'Ogress. I, like the 
hon. the Chief Secretary, made my 
fi n t appea rance in this Council with 
you in that Chair. Few people know 
- - and I speak on a personal note­
how helpful you have been to me in 
this Council and afs.o at t he Bar, 
whei-e de facito you pract ise your pr0-
fe :::sio11. Your legal career is too dis.­
tinguisiled, too well known to need 
<.tilat.w ll un an uccaSJi.011 like this. 

ln bidding you farewell iu ihis 
Council, Mr. Speaker, the words of 
t wo poets come to mind. In one case, 
it is Longfellow's words. : 

·· Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime; 

And, departing, leave behind us 
F'ootprints on the sands of Hme.'' 

I know m:rny young Guianese who, on 
reading those words, would think 
:tbout you, Sir. I myself remember 
an edition of the '· Christmas. Annual'' 
of years ago in which your picture 
appeared with the caption, ·• Man of 
the Year" . Ever since that t ime you 
have been held up to our youths as 
an embodiment of those words of 
Longfellow. Yea rs have passed and 
your conduct and your actions have 
not only justified the injunction of 
our parents and well-wisher~, but 
have cemented our thoughts to the 
fact that those words are well suited 
t o you and we should emulate your 
example. The other lines that occur 
to me are from Milton's " Lycidas :'' 

'"At last . he rose, and twitch'd his 
mantle blue, 

Tomorrow to fresh woods, and pastures 
new.'' 

You go, Sir, tomorrow, to fresh 
n o o+-,,,~nn ...,,,....,... TL 

• 
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Council that you enjoy your well­
earned retirement . 

Mr. Ramphal: I ris,e now to speak 
for the unofficial :;·ide, with those who 
do not occupy the stately chafrs and 
are known as Floor member's . 

The last act in the drarna in 
which for the past three and a half 
years we have been players, is about 
to be performed, and we, the players, 
will soon make our exit into our 
several ways. F ol' the succeeding play, 
parts have not yet been a llotted to 
players. 

This Council may be cr iticized, 
but there is it::: record of achievement 
which, as has already been said, 
hi>'.tory will judge. The legi-,latiw 
activity of this Council can be com­
pa red · very favourably with that of 
whole decades in the history of our 
country. The material advancement 
of this county is noticeable to every­
one. But we do not have to proclaim 
that. It proclaim~ itself, and if Sir 
F ntnk McDavid wern a politician, he 
could not have t imed his pronounce­
ments with great er precis ion +,lnn he 
has done. 

Those a re very solid achieve­
ments and no amount of criticism can 
take away the soEditY. 0f those pros­
pects. The Members of this Council 
I am sure, like Aeneas of old, will sc:.r 
'·Et quormn pa.rs mwgua f ui - of t hese 
th inigs we have played no- inco nsider­
able part." We therefore leave a leg~ 
acy to those who come behind us, a 
legacy which we trust neither their 
greed n or their political partisanship 
wi,ll allow to go unkept. We trust that 
those who follow us will take up from 
wher e we leave off and that poste~·ity 
will give them a place as the fulfillers 
of t he hopes which we have 'been a1)·1e 

Sir, it was not with any lJleasure 
whatsoever that we learnt from the 
Message which you communicated at 
the begi1111ing of this meeting that yon 
were relinquish ing your post as Speak­
er of t hi<s Council. There is no on~ 
here, Sir, but has admirell you and 
admired the wit and humour with 
which you seem to be more than fully 
endowed. i;Ve wis·h to pattern ou.r­
selves on your urbanity, on your spirit 
of tolerance a nd your unfailing tact. 
You have become a lege::1d in this 
country_ anr1 like the hon. Mir . Cum­
mings, we wish to express 0 11 behalf 
of the entire Council that wherever 
you may be, whatever you may engage 
your c-elf in, you will find as much 
pleasure as you have fou:i.d in conduct­
ing the affairs of this Council. w~ 
t rust. Sir, that with that pleasure yo11 
will have a continued abunda nce of good 
health. 

May I .be permitted on t•his occa­
sion-I nearly said the last occasion o:i 
which I would speak in this Council, but 
I refrain from doing so : I must not 
anticipate history- but on this last oc­
casio:1 1 th1nk possibly .Members wouM 
permit me to make -one comment a nd 
that is t hat t here a'l)peared to me despite 
the gnndem· of this .buildin1g, its abso­
lute magnificence-perhaps tl1e best in 
the West Indies-that there is some­
thing about t he layout of t he assembly 
that does :i.ot make itself for the cut 
a nll thrust of debate. 

Seated as we are, it appears to me, 
and it •has ,been before my eyes thrnugh­
out these t hree and a half years, that 
we are more fitted for making speeches 
here than for debating- and democracy 
is based on debate and discus­
s ion. I wi,;h, s p e a k i n g on my 
o•wn behalf; that the fvtmie Gov­
emment will consider very ser iously 
r earrangement of this b u i l cl in g 

. or the erection of a new and greater 
_ __ 1_ ! _ 1_ L l -- • __ ,.. • ., ,... 
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ancient m ethod as exhibited in our 
Mother of P arliaments. would be made 
possible for oul' future legislators . 

Now, may I, like th e Romans of 
old, s1c1y to my collea gues ~'Avete, vale'f)..e" 

Mr. Luckhoo: May I join with 
the other floor Membel's in l'etuming 
1'.lia nks to His Exce,Jle:icy the Ollicer 
Administermg the Government fo1· h i,; 
kind message to Members of the Leg­
islative Council. May I say for my­
self ver y briefly, nevertheless in a very 
outspoke:1 mmrner, that I r ega.nl it a 3 

a privilege and I am prnud that I was 
a member of this Legislative Council. 
We have each in oul' own way sought 
t(l give sel'vice to ou l' country and to 
make our humble contdbut ion as "~ 
rnw f it. 

The other aspect of ,his speech is 
cne in which I would wish to jo i~1 ,vi t,h 
my colleag ue:; arnl to thank you, Sir, 
for tl1e service w1hirh you have gi\' en 
not only 1n this Legislature but to 
the country in hoJdb g the high o'llice 
of Speaker with dignity, courage and 
distinction, I feel that there n1·e few 
pers011s in British Guiana who could 
lay claim to the i:it im ate knowledge and 
background of our ins titutions and our 
practices. I am h appy that on many 
occasions you took the oppo1tunity to 
give us as a matter of permanent 
record the background and the history 
of some of these institutions. and prin­
ciples. 

We are a comparatively new people 
and it is good that these mntters shonlrl 
be r ecorded so that those who come 
after us may read and be prornl. Th ere 
is no doubt that in the holdi111g of yonr 
office you have brought to bear youl' 
knowledge of P arliamentary procedure, 
which I say with every sense of mod­
esty I t,h ink is unrivalled in tl1e Carib­
bean. On 110 occasion during the whole 
perLod of om· three ancl a ha.If vears 

here have I seen yom· H onour refer to 
the rules in an endeavour to unravel 
what might a ppear to be a knotty point 
of procedure. A'.lwayE, as someone 
s tepped in it, you have been able to 
unravel it out and undoubtedly to act 
rightly. 

There was one remark I heard after 
one of our very long meetings in this 
Council Chamiber relative to the debate 
on Federation when th ere was a rat.he:.­
noisy scene at one stagr.. Your Honour 
was able effectively to quell that dis­
t ur bance, 11ot by t he unspoken wonl, hut 
by the i11audibJe word. I think that is 
a. great tribute to Your Ho:10.ur, tha t 
your personality could so uuobtr-usively 
dominat e the scene t hat you were alway;; 
thei r Speaker. 

Sir, I ihave no doubt that whatevel' 
office you ente1·, wherever you may go, 
whether it is on the playing field:,; 
whether it is o:i the r ace-course, whether 
it is the hig1hest chamber, you will bring 
to bear that natural sense of di,gnity 
and propriety which will enrich t he 
office you hold. Like my colleagues, I 
a lso end with a quotation: '·Saying 
goo<lbye to you is. such sweet sorrow l 
could say it until t omorrow." 

Mr. Sugrim Singh : Your Honour, 
on this momentous and historic day I 
wish to join my colleagues who have 
spoken before in saying a few words 
m1 the ver y eve of our dispersal from 
this C'ouncil. 

In the first place, Sir, I wish to 
say that this is a convivia l occasion, 
tinged with an element of sorrow as we 
part from this Chamber. It is cor:­
vivial in the sense that a-:i.yone in t his 
Council must appreciate the fact that 
the Constitution of any countr y is al­
ways a growth a.nd not a creation, a:;ill 
we ar e moving forward after a. tempo­
rary setback t o place t.!his country once 
again 011 the road to constitutional and 
economic st abilitv. nroQTP.~s nn rl ,.,,_ 
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spectability, uot only in the CaribbeaH, 
Lut to the e;itire world outside. 

As a team, we walked into this 
Chamber 3½ years ago twenty-four 
strong along with the usual Official 
Members. Todav after 3½ years we ar~ 
19 sitting in tl;1~ Council. One has 
g-0ne before, three :have left us-0;1e to 
serve us and give of his experience in 
a very important field, and one who is 
absent from the Colony on holiday. 

Sir, the public i;i British Guia11a, 
if I mfty like;i them to a jury, will sit 
and decide what we, as a t eam in 
this Council and in our humble way, 
tried to do. We ~hall not discus!'\ our 
achievements at all. I want to say on 
that point however, that I s!hare some 
pride in having been a Member 1).f this 
Interim Le.gislature and I am sure 
that every member ·of this Council, in 
the rnme way, shares that pride. This 
country of ours is moving slow1y and 
confidently. 

The future viewed from certain 
angles appears to be gloomy but l hope 
and -pray that these passing c]o'LlCls will 
move and settle towards the horizo:1 
and clear the way so that we can se,~ 
a bright and h rilliant sunshbe ahe:1d. 
The stage has been set for any reason­
able Go'Vernment to pirk up the threads 
and carry 0:1 for the ibenefit of thi~ 
com;try. The future will clecicle how 
that task must be done. 

I must, .Sir, before I take my seat, 
express my own a p p r e c i a t i o n 
and that of Members of the opposi­
tion _,,.for the charity, conside1:ation, 
advice and help we have at all 
times received from you as S peaker of 
this Council. Sir, .half a centmy yon 
have soored in the _po:litical evolution 
of this country. You have carved your 
name on the walls of fame. We of this 

('ou1tcil, Sir, have always looked to you 
and ,obtained your guidance. We shall 
1:ot eas ily fo11get your affable disposi­
tion. your cool, suave and yet effective 
decisions and, SiT. the future politicia11s 
and public men of this country will 
have much to s tudy and learn from 
the records of this Council when, in 
the more strenuous times, you wer e 
at the helm of deliberations in this 
Cot1 i:c:il and although the wave~. rolled 
your years of experience came to your 
help and you took our ship safely 
ashore. 

Sir, I would say you are the sign­
post of the past and you are the stat· 
of the present. Unquestio1iably, you 
IVill rema in the beacon of t he future. 
We :ire leaving this Council this even­
ing; we have done otir ta.sk in thi;; 
Council, as mentioned in the state­
ment presented to us today, but we 
have never been "rubber stamps." 
Although nominated to this Council 
we hav0. given vigorous oppos.ition and 
on many occasions we have honoured 
the Government. 

Forgetting our affiliations to any 
party to which we may belong, I think 
that e:ich and eyeryonc of us in this 
Council wishes that this country will 
once again take its proper place in•the 
firmament of the Caribbean Nation!:':. 
That decis ion, Sir, lies in the hands of 
the good people of this country. 

Mr. Correia: Mr. Speaker, I can ­
not allow this opportunity to pass with­
out adding something to what has been 
said by the hon. Members who spoke 
before me. I am sure Members around 
this table will join me in thanking the 
Acting G!:l\·ernor fo1· his generous mes­
sage to this Council today. 



2859 Valeclicti.on 28TH JUNE, 1957 To R etiring Spealccr 2860 

I t hink you haye occupied that 
Chair with great dignity - the dignity 
of a person who has experience. I 
ean assure you, Sir, that today you are 
sending out a team of veteran3 -­
veterans who can take their p!a(:es in 
any Legislative Council. It is only 
because of your help and guidance 
that we w~re able to -succeecl. 
( A pvlause) . 

I remember, when I first enterep 
this Chamber four years ago in the 
House of Ast·embly, how you gathered 
inexperienced legislator s around you 
and guided them. You have done a 
great sen·ice to your coll!1 try, and like 
a · schoolmaster you ha-re trained 
men to taLe their places in the build­
ing of this country. 

I am c:ure Mem be:rs arnund 
this t a!Jle will join me in wishing- you 
in your retirement many more years 
of usefulness and happines.s. 

ii-Ir. Lord: ]\fr. Speaker, I should 
like to join with other Members in 
thanking ti1e Officer Administering the 
Government for his kind words to th~ 
Members of this Council on its dis­
solution. I, myself, have nevet· heen 
an aspirant for political honours, and 
I consider it an honour and a priyi]ege 
to haye been nominated to serve as a 
Member of this Interim Government. 
As one hon. Member has s tated, it has 
also been a yery stimulating experi­
ence. 

I consider foat this Interim Gov­
ernment can justly claim to haye had 
a very good record of ach ievement, and 
if throu,gh lack of finance, personnel, 
or lack of tirrie this Government has 
not baen able to achieve more, I hope 
that those who s t,-cceed us in office will 
be in a posdtion to carry out the plans 
made by this Government to 3, suc­
cessful conclusion. 

With regard to your service, Sir, 
I shou lei like to pay tribute to you as 
the first Speaker of any Legislature 
in this Colony and one who has been 
able to under:'ta;id us . An hon. Mem­
ber referred to us as, "untried 
politicians" when we first came here . 

We are grateful for your guidance 
and the way in which you permitted 
us to carry on otlr affairs. We hope 
t hat now you haYe planned to retire 
from your i1igh office you will have 
many more useful years of service not 
only to the community in general, but 
also th::i t yom· experience will al­
,rnys be a rnilable to Members in any 
fu t ure Council of this Colony. 
( Applanse) , 

;\1rs. Dey: Mr. Speaker , I ris.e 
to add my quota of thanks to what 
other hon. Membe,rs have said in 
thanking th'.l Offieer Administering the 
GoYernment for his message, and also 
to support those who i1ave already 
mentioned theii- appreciation of your 
guidance. 

His Excellency in his message quite 
wisely mentioned that "the public con­
s idered ns a s rubber ::;tamps." But, Sir , 
if a rubber stamp is properly cut and 
the pa d is properly inked the result 
·will be legible. I, Sir, am proud to be · 
one of the " rubber stamp" Members to 
~Yhom refer ence has been made, and 
I am sure that my colleagues will 
agTee with me when I say that the im­
print we r::,hall be leaving behind-the 
one which will he handed down to 
posterity - is t hat of an indelible 
stamp - with a ll the good we have at­
tempted to do for our fellow Guianese 
in thi ;:: beloved country of ours. When 
we entered this Council we were 
g iven no torch - not even a box of 
matches to light - but today we are 
handing down a torch with which 
others may read aloud. ,I ~ineerely 
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trust that thos.e who come behind us 
would enter this Chamber with the 
rnme fervour and the same character­
is tic loyalty that we have shown r1ur­
ing the 3} year.s. that we have kept 
the torch ablaze. Today, we ~ee the 
remains of t he Interim Government 
going into the ashes, but like the. 
phoenix of old we will ri~e from thci 
ashes of the past. 

T h r o u g h o u t the time 
I have sat in this Council I have 
endeavoured to carry out my duties 
fearlesisly. I can well remember the 
morning when I had to t ake the oath 
(of Allegiance) when I came to the 
words "So help me God," I r epe:ited 
them in a very slow manner. When I 
got home my hus·band (who had been 
lisltening to the proceedings on the 
radio) said to me: ''Yon were dif­
ferent from the others," and I replied 
that a s I had gone to take up a public 
duty I h ad to call on God to help me 
and I felt that was where· I should 
ask Him to help me to carry ou t 
my task. In keeping with my biblical 
name of Edher I have always been 
pleading for co-operat ion and pro­
gress in this Council, and I have 
tried in this Council to i,ecure various 
benefits not only for my sex but for 
my fellow Guianern. 

So far as Your H onour'.s goin~ 
from us is, concerned, I am movcrl 
with the emotions of my own personal 
feelings. At t he early age of 12 yearn 
I won my first s:chool prize - a book 
- " St. Elmo" by A. J. Evans, of which 
you were the donor. I can well remem­
ber my dear mother a sking me never 
to let you feel sorry that you had 
given me the book As the years 
went by and I was a bout to leave 
sichool - I know that my colleagues 
are going t o laugh at this - I told 
all my friends t hat I would like to he 
a Barrister-at-Law. It afa:o h a ppened 

that if a ny pupil of my school had 
occasion t o send a chit to me which 
called for a reply, I m:ed to s ign my 
name as Esther L ewis, LL.D. - not 
even LL.B. as one might have expect­
ed. 

Since I have been a memher of 
this Council, however, I h ave found 
m~·se'Jf sitting among B -a r r i s t e-r s 
with Your Honour's knowledge a n d 
experience to guide me. I am, ther e­
fore, leaving this Cotmcil with pleas­
a nt memories and with feelings of 
emotion that will linger. I am not 
ashamed of having been part a nd 
parcel of the Interim Government 
that has ser ved within t hisl Clwmber, 
for whatever I did was clone ::iccord­
i ng to the d ict ates. of my conscience. 

L ike you, Sir, I am rnaking an 
honourable s tep-out, and I cannot but 
recall a saying which I used to hea r 
from my s c h o o I m a s t e r s - that 
" it is better to m ake an honourable 
step-out, than to experience a dis­
honourable kick-out." No member of 
this Interim Government has experi­
enced a kick-au t up to the present time. 
Since we are now m eeting for the last 
time, Sir, I can only say on behalf of 
myself and my colleague:, "May God 
bles,s you in your retiring years." 

i\'Ir. Rahaman: I wfrh t o add my 
quota, Sir, in thanking His Excellency 
the O.A.G., for his message of appre­
ciatio,1) to the Member s of this Coun­
cil for the work we have clone. It is 
trne that certain per sons have label­
led us as b e i n g a "rubber stamp" 
Government, but I know that we have 
succeeded in achieving qu ite a few 
c uts.tancling things such as no other 
Government has clone before. That is 
P, fact which I know wil go clown in 
history. 

The Member s of thi.s Interim Gov­
ernment must be complimented for 
their various cer vices~ and I hope that 
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the in-coming Government would be 
able to co-operate and achieve similar 
things for t he benefit of thi's country . 
I 1oincerely hope that we ,vonld not 
have a recurrence of 1953. 

I desire also to pay a compliment 
to you, Sir, for the very able manner 
in which yon have guided this Council 
in the course of its various activi ties. 
Yon have shown much patience with 
the Members, many of whom were in­
experienced, and in doing so yon have 
of ten allowed them to exceed t heir 
time-limit for speaking, especia lly 
when an impor tant matter h ad to be 
debated. I will conclude, Sir, by 
,dshing that your years of 1·et.irement 
will be long and h appy; and. T wish 
again to t hank His Excellen:::y the 
0.A.G., for his very kind :Message. 

l\'Ir. Phang : I wish to associate 
myself with the remarks expi·esrnd 

---m t h anking His Excellency the O.A.G. 
for his Message, and I should like to 
take this opportunity to thank you, 
Sir, for the help and advice you have 
given us all in thi 1:: Council. 

Mr. Gajraj: :Mr. Speaker, t he pro­
ceedings of thiE Council today will go 
down in history no less tl1c1 11 the 
achievements of this Government and 
this Legislature. I for one h,w.e cons ider­
ed it over the last three and a half years 
a matter of great privilege to be a:::­
sociated with the Government and this 
Council, and I have no regrets what­
ever for having do~1e my part for my 
country, as I fe lt it wa!: just and right 
in the circumstances. 

lVIr. Speaker, much ha:: been said 
already of what we have achic•ved 
during the period of time we !",ave 
s erved this Government and thi's 
Council, but there is one thing in 
particular which I would like to s tress, 
and t hat is the manner in which the 
Members of this Government, who 
had to trave_l out~,ide of Britis~ Ovi~ 

ana on conferences and meetings, have 
removed the bad name which became 
the lot o:f this count ry after the way 
in which om· immediate predecessors 
in office had run t he Govemment of 
this country. 

As one of those who have had the 
privilege of re111'esenting this Govern­
ment outside of this coup try, I can 
attest to the fact that when this pre­
sent Government star ted we· found 
amongst our colleagues in the Carib­
bean a feeling of very grave suspicion. 
Indeed, they ._,·ondered vvhether we 
who succeeded a Government that 
was nispended were going t o chide 
them in the \'Cry foolish manner in 
which those M:cmbers used to do. 

Today again we seem t o be faced 
with the same h-ouble in rn far as 
onr rice is concerned. The t rouble is 
traceahle to 1.953 when a certain 
lVI iniste1· of Incluctr y an d Commerce 
at a meet ing of the Regional E conomic 
Committee told our frie nds• in the 
Car ibbean that they would have to 
pay a very high price for th<i rice 
from British Guiana or do v1ithout 
it. T oday the rice farme rs of this 
country a re very worried be­
cause it would seen1 t hat the attitude 
of thoce who have been elect ed to 
represent tho::;e farmers is rnrr.ewhat 
akin to the exprc,sion to which I have 
1·efenecl. The po~,ition is cliffm:ent in 
so far a s our fr iends in the Carib­
bean are concerned, beca use they have 
got the opportunity 110w of telling us 
"You may keep your rice for we are 
able to do better. We are in a position 
to dictate t erms to you." 

I make this statement fully know­
ing the effect it can have in the 
country. I fee l that on this, last day 
that this Legis lature meets, opportun­
ity s hould be taken so that the 
farmer s in the country must know that 
we are pas!: ing through a period of 
crisis in so far as the security of the 



' 

I 

2865 Valecliction 38TH JUNE, 1957 To Retiring Svealcer 2866 

[Mr. Gajraj] 
second important agricultural indus­
try of this Colony is concer.ned; and 
that unles:: those who s ucceed us are 
prepared to be reali's\tic 11i11d po~ ideal­
istic and face the •situation as 
businessmen, without creating condi­
tions that would aclveri:ely affect the 
farmers, it could react to the detri­
ment of the country's economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that all of us 
in this Council have in our own way 
g iven of our be::t. We have macfa con­
tri-butions in relation to our abi lity, 
combining them together. I make the 
claim that what we have done can 
::t and comparison with the work of 
any Legislature not only in this 
country of ours but in the Caribbean 
itself. I can only hope that tho:;e who 
come afterwards, will not seek to des­
troy J:iefore they have planned to 
replace. 

I think many of us have had the 
opportu.n ity of seeing a film titled 
"Venezuela, yesterday and today" and. 
Your Honour, one statement made 
several times in the cour::e of that 
documentary film has remained in 
my memory. I shall repeat it now be .. 
cau::c I feel that is a statement which 
should be taken to the people of this 
country and hammered ip1to their 
heads a ~ words of wisdom, becau·se 
the future of this: country lie;; in the 
hands of the electors and will be de­
cided o_n August 12. That, statement, 
Mr. Speaker, is "In Venezue la there is 
an old adage - Never destroy any· 
thing of value unless you have some­
thing of equal value to replace it by." 
Those are words that must be used 
nnd must echo and re-echo through 
the length and breadth of this country 
during the next few weeks. 

Although thi's is our last ses­
sion we cannot, I submit, bl? completely 
occupied in saying farewell. It it1 

our duty, I believe, to lay doy;n in 
ou r speeches some article of strength 
which may be used to improve the 
condition of this country as we leave 
it, and moct important in my opinion 
is t o let our people realize that on no 
account must they agree to the des­
truction of anything t hat has proved 
its worth or, in other words, valuable 
to the counh'y now aind the future~un­
til, and unless, they are satis,fied that 
it is to be replaced with something of 
greater value and certainly of equal 
value. 

lVIr. Speaker, as I said earlier, I 
do not regret my services to t.his Gov­
ernment and to this Council. If I 
have the opportunity of doing it over 
again, I ,rntdd have no h·es.~tation in 
r- imilar circumstances to do likewise. 
Sir, in yom important and exalted 
1Jo,:Jtion as Speaker of this Council 
you have been an ornament to this 
Legfrlature- You have sat there in 
your seat u,nperturbecl whilst we on 
the floor scramhled among ourselves. 
Whenever it was necessary for Mem­
bers here to seek advice and to obtain 
guidance Your Honour has, as my 
hon. Friend Mr. Luckhoo mentioned, 
either audibly or inaudibly SJteered us 
fllong the correct path. 

We shall miss you, Sir. We go out 
of office but nevertheless we ahvays 
associate the office and position of 
Speaker Hs being one of some deg-ree 
of permanency, and I myself would 
have wished to see Your Honour istill 
adorning the Chair as Speaker and 
still being in a position to guide those 
who will sit around this table. But 
while we a re filled with regret that 
you will not be there I still feel t hat 
we ::hould express our gratitude to 
the Almighty t hat he has s.pared you 
to be with us in these three and a 
half years. You have done rn much 
for this Government and this Council 
and you have given us such an oppor­
!mity to benefit from your wi~dom: 
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aJI that is something we must feel 
grateful for, and instead of just rny­
ing how sorry we are at your de­
parture, we must also expreic:s !llll' joy 
that you have been with us through 
these very exciting times, for the work 
of this Government and this Lo.gis­
lature has been by no means static. 

We have worked with an energy 
and a determination to prove to the 
people of this country that there a re 
persons spr ung from the same stock 
as they who, given the opport.unity, 
wou Id be a ble to steer this country 
out of shallow waters and awav from 
the shoals into a safe harbom:. We, 
I claim, have done much towards 
proving this to be possible, and 
although we conf ess t h at there is still 
a great deal to be done in this coun­
try, yet what has been achieved in our 
three and a half years is definitely a 
record. 

The foundation h as been laid 
which, if it is used properly, will 
enable those buil ders who will come 
after us to build more qukkly, and 
to be sure, the building w ill be secure 
and will not suffer from the elements 
-the wind ·will not blow the structure 
down. But if they seek to build on 
s,hifting sands we all know what the 
result will be. 

Your Honour, I JOlD with my 
colleagues in biddin g you farewell as 
Speaker of this Council and I want 
to j oin them, too, in wishing that in 
the years that remain vvith y.:rn God 
will give you health and strength so 
that you will be able to enjoy 
every moment of those years; that 
the vitality, the resiliency and humour 
which characterized your leadership 
in this Council will continue to 
M.si~t you to enjoy your well-earned 
years. 

Mr. Jailal: lVIr. Speaker, when I 
came into this Council a few vears 

ago and started off on one of my long 
Rpeeches a piece of poetry came to 
my mind: 

'· The day drags through, these storms 
keep out the sun, 

Thus the heart will break yet 1Jrokenly 
livr~ on." 

'I'hose lines summed up my approach 
to· the situation at that t ime. I wish 
today to commence my r emarks of 
farewell to Your Honour and my 
colleagues with a nother quotation, 
the words of Shakespeare's, Henry V, 
before the bat tle of Agincourt: 

'· Think not today upon the faults my 
father made encompassing the crown.'' 

I make reference to the methoc1 by 
which we were co-opted to serve in 
this Legisl-ature. 

Let us f o r get the met ho d 
by which iwe were brought in here. 
I remember fitting here and hear­
ing Sir Frank McDavid'.s r emarks 
that we should try and discard the 
word "Interim" in r eferring to this 
Government; that the " interimne~s" of 
it was of no importance at all. I 
shiare that op i f11 ,li (1 n . I share it 
because I feel there has been no­
thing interim in the nature of the 
things with which we have had 
to deal. I do not wis.h to try and 
show any record of achievement be­
canoe t here will be no real point in 
that. As I have heard the Chief Sec­
retary say: time and h istory will tell. 
I als.o agree. Only time and history 
will be able to .i udge the r ecord of 
work done by thii;: Council. 

But speaking for myself, I shall 
first of all thank the Govern_ors : the 
one who appointed us, and the one 
who removes us from here (laiighter), 
for the tolerance which both of them 
have shown, · 
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I In Sir Alfred Savage's selection. 
1 feel certain that Members have been 
able to uphold his expectati(lns when 
he appointed them as Members of this 
Council. We have not failed. I am 
pm:itive that each Member can feel a 
certain amount of pride in the work 
we have done here. People can be 
assured that Members have given 
their service unselfishly to the c:>.nse 
of British Guiana. 

I wish to say a word of thanks 
not only to the Governor but I also 
want to say, as a faithful 'oppo~i­
tioni.st', a word of thanks to 
the Adminfrtration for all that they 
have done. They have done con­
sider ably more than we have done, 
because they had to prepare lr.gis­
lation and bring it here for con­
ic-iderntion. The people concerned 
had to s it here and listen to their 
proposals being torn to bits, and 
they had to reconstruct legi,:;;ia­
tion before it could be paicsed by this 
Council. It takes men with a cer tain 
amount of courage and resourceful­
ness to be able to stand up to 
criticfrm - criticism which at some 
time would appear burdensome and 
in some degree unfair. 

However, Sir, they have borne 
their cross with some degree of dignitv, 
and I am sure with the rnme degree ~f 
satisfaction that Members of previous 
Governments have done. Whatever 
may be said about the legislation 
brought before thi«. Council ; what­
ever may be the criticisms levelled 
against the Government which I fee! 
I have the proud distinction to serve, 
I feel ,:,ure that when the h istcry of 
British Guiana is written what this 
Government has done will be reeorded 
on ::everal pages of that book. 

floor lVIemben,, must go my thanks for 
the spirit of co-operation that has 
existed in thi:: :a:,ection of the Council. 
While it is true that during the past 
years we did not see eye to eye on 
every meanll'e brought here, there 
was a sort of camaraderie and when 
we left this Council there was never 
any feeling of rancour. That con­
dition prevailed not merely because 
lVlembers have the interest of British 
Gniana at heart, but becaus,e of your 
g uidance we have emerged, as one 
Member said, as stateEmen instead of 
merely interim legislators. 

To you, Sir, we owe a lot. I am 
a very junior Member in this Council 
- junior not only in years but in 
practice. I am one of th ose who 
literally sat at your feet and took my 
lem ons in this Council. I take this 
opportunity to join with t hose who 
::; poke before in thanking you for 
what you have been able to accom­
plish out of the raw material you have 
had in this Council. We feel sure 
that in the year :;:, to come when you 
sit in i·etirement you will have happy 
rncollections of your work with u~. 
Like other Members, I wish to offer 
you peace and contentment in vour 
retirement. · 

To the people of British Guiana, 
Sir, I ,;vi::h to say this-I am leaving 
this message in the highest place in 
the land, I believe: the Government 
that is going out now is pas.sing on 
a torch-a torch that is aflame w ith 
development, a torch that is aflame 
·with goodwill, that is aflame with 
everything that means well for Briti::h 
Guiana. We are throwing down the 
gauntlet, and it is up to those who 
are coming behind to take up the 
gauntlet and carry on the fight. 

Mr. Kendall (Member for Com-
rp~ ~nl lt'\.n.., 1\lfn"°""'hn,•,.... -1- i..c: n,n n -ir>'1f-1nl'leo ".ll"l,-l 'tilTn 1••l.,.c, '\ • l\if,,. Qnnn l rnl" 
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please convey to His. Excellency the 
Officer Administering the Govel'nment 
my sincere thanks for the message nf 
appreciation he has sent to Members 
6f this Council. 

Three and a half years 'lgC'- we 
accepted an invitation from Sir 
Alfred Savage to work in this Interim 
Legislature. Since then many Lhings 
have happened for the furtherance of 
the iwcial and economic development 
of this country. Today, Sir, with 
mixed feelings, ,we have to exchange 
words of farewell to some of our 
colleagues and to say that, in spite of 
what has been said outside of this 
Council, we have contributed much to 
the advancement of t his country within 
those three and a h alf years. I sin­
cerely hope that what we have done 
will be recorded as the founchtion 
columns upon which the future struc­
tme of this country'E progres::; will 
rest. 

I wish to thank Members of tl1is 
Council who, in Finance Committee 
and in the Legislative Council, sup­
ported mearnres coming from my min­
istry-measures that will go down as, 
outstanding achievements by any Gov­
ernment. 

I wish to record, because I think 
rt , is timely that I should do so­
taking the lead from the hon. Sir 
Frari.k McDavid who is, not a politician, 
and I think I am in good company­
that this is the fil·ct time in t his 
-.:ountry's history that we have em­
barked upon a road policy. I am 
satisfied that that road policy will 
produce the type of benefit we hear 
people talking about, especially at the 
street corners today .. 

The rural electrification ~:cheme 
is another outstanding achievement 

of this Government, and I feel that 
time will tell when that scheme is put 
into operation how much forethought 
and vision this Council had in putting 
the scheme into operation. 

Then we have the Telecommunica~ 
tion Rehabilitation Programme which 
i,; another outstanding achievement of 
this Government. For many years 
people have been talking in and out 
of this Chamber about the matter of our 
telecommunication system, and it has 
fallen to om lot to prepare and pro­
duce the necessary information that 
will make the scheme a rea lity. 

As we go into the countryside, 
we will notice the Sea Defence Pro­
gramme which is taking in available 
land that is not fit for agricultural 
or housing purpo£es. I think that the 
people should be told of these con­
tl"ibutions which the Interim Govern­
ment has been able to make. 

And then we have been. able to 
produce new £hips. One outstanding 
achievement is to have ships built in 
British Guiana and so become the 
Clyde of the Caribbean. (A1JPlause). 

If what the hon. Mr. Gajraj men­
tioned about our second majoc agri­
tural industry, rice, turns out t,> be 
true and it loses its place on the W.I. 
market, then we will have to think of 
other avenues whereby the country's 
prosperity can be maintained. 

I £incerely trnst, Sir, that those 
people who are outside of this Cham­
ber, and who feel that this Govern­
ment for three and a half years ha-3 
done nothing, would ponder over what 
has occurred for the fir£t time since 
a political party has t aken control of 
the Rice Marketing Board. 
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The only way we can mafr1tain 

the confidence of our people and those 
people who consume our surplus 
commodities. is to have the type of 
representatives, in this Chamber and 
in other statutory bodies who can be 
respected, and who can negotiate 
matters in a proper manner to the 
benefit of this Country. I sin~erely tru.st 
that they will see and act wisely in 
order that that particular industry 
would •be sa:fe. 

I would aim like to recall :h0w, in 
1953, when I made a speech congratu­
lating you, Sir, on your appointment 
as Speaker of this Council, I druck 
a per sonal note. I would like to add 
something to that note today by 
stating publicly that, as an tmderstudy 
of yours, I never i,magined the day 
would come ,,,vhen the sentim,.mts I 
expressed to you in that letter would 
have come true and that I would have 
had to sit at your feet and learn from 
you the f irst ,principles of parlia­
mentary practice. 

In 1947 when I was called upon 
to take your seat as representative of 
New Amsterdam, yon will remember, 
Sir , what was my own personal feeling 
in that matter. In a Democrat.le set­
up like ours the1·e mmt be cha116 e, 
and I must say that you accepted that 
change as a gentleman-like th<J fine 
state~man that you are-and since I 
h ave been serving in this Council you 
have never made me feel in the slight .. 
est way that you have been anno,,e<l, 
with me. 

On the contrary, you h ave been 
very tolerant with me s ince I arrived 
here in 1953 and, on reading through 
Hansard one is able to realize how 
well you s teered the ~hip of State 
through the s,tormy seas we en­
countered in those difficult days. 
Since then, I have had the good 

fortune to sit here in this Interim 
Legislature. I am very grateful for 
the guidance I have received from you, 
and, like previous Epeakers, I sh.oulcl 
like to express the hope that you will 
contie ue to be of service to this 
country in some form or the other. 

You are a !chining light of Guiana 
- one of her most brilliant sons and 
one who should be emulated by all 
who love the name of Guiana. I w ish 
again, Sir, to exprern the hope that 
your health would be maintained and 
bhat you will enjoy your pre-retire­
ment leave, thus making yom·self 
available to t hose of us who would 
still be in politics and wou !cl need 
your help. For myself, I ·would like 
to thank my colleagues for all the 
arnistance they have given me and to 
wish the best of luck to those who 
would have to face the electorate at 
the general election this year. I do 
hope that even after the 12th 
August lpolling clay) some of us 
would enjoy the benefit of s.ome of 
the things we supported in thi s In­
t erim Government. 

Dr. Fraser: I, Sir, feel deeply 
honoured in having had an opportun­
Hy to serve my country in this 
Interim Government. I am also 
grateful to the hon. the Chief Secre­
tary for the official view he has, ex­
pressed to the effect that we are go-. 
ing out of office as an efficient t.1sam 
and have laid a fou ndation foii suc­
cessive legislatures to build 011 . I 
can t rnly say that I have enjc.•Y•~ct the 
period during which I have se-rved 
with my colleagues in this Co:m!: il. 
If at any t ime I have been a bi~ 
" difficult" with any Member of the 
official r;ection especially, it has been;. 
nevertheless, quite a pleas,ure for me 
to look back on t he years t hat I have 
SJ)ent here. 

To you, Sil', I owe a very deep 
debt of gratitude for a ll the help you 

\ 
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have given me in this Council. I 
have read that Your Honour will be 
leaving this Colony s,hortly, and al­
though I am not aware whether you 
,viii be returning to reside here, I 
shall take this opportunity to wish 
you good health a i1d long life in 
your retirement. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I wish to add, very 
briefly, my humble tribute to the 
Members of this Council wh o are 
about to go out of office and to ex­
pres~ my deep appreciation 0f the 
honour conferred upon me in being 
asked to se rve on t h is Council. This 
afternoon I shall be leaving this 
Council for the second time, and I 
think that I am one of the few Mem­
bers who are able to make c0m­
paris-on s in this r espect. On the 
fin:t occasion my stay was for a very 
,hort period for we all know what 
happened then (in 1953) . As we come 
to the close of this longer period to­
day, Sir, I want to express my 
great satisfaction and gratitude for 
the leadership which you have given 
to the entire Council and which I 
have had the good fortune to share. 

Before I r efer to the admirable 
qual ities which Your Honou1· has 
displayed as Speaker in this Council, 
I should like to be permitted to ex­
press my appreciation of the manne1· 
in which my colleagues,, present !Jere, 
h ave carried out their various duties 
fo r the benet;it of th e Colony as a 
whole. I al so wish to associate 
'Tiyself with the expre.ssions of ap­
preciation relating to His Excellency 
the O.A.G., ,who has recognized the 
::ervices of the Members of t his Coun­
cil and has definitely shown th~it those 
service.~ h ad been worth-while. One 
thing came· to my mind as the letter 
from His Excellency the O.A .G. was 
being read by Your Honour, and I can 
best express it in the form of c1. short 
story which I heard s ome time a.go: 
Two Minister s were arguing about 

the merits of the ir r eligion - the 
manner in which they each carried on 
their work and so on-Siince they 
belonged to different denominations. 
It was a very intereding argument 
and although they agreed to have a 
referee appointed and met on several 
occasions, no decis ion could be reached 
as to who was the better man. Finally, 
one Minister said to the other : " Well, 
my brother, let's put an encl to thi~ 
interminable argument. I am satis­
fied that you have been doing things 
in your way, and I have been doing 
t hings in the Lord's way." 

lt seems to me that wha1:ever 
people might say, we a re satisfied that 
we, the Members of this Interim Gov­
ernment, have followed the dictates 
of our consciences here and have tried 
to do what Sir Alfred Savage (late 
Governor of the Colony) advised u~ 
to do when opening the 1953 session of 
this Council, and that was: "Pnt your 
hands into the hand of God." 

:Mr. Carter: I did not intend to 
speak, Your Honour, because this is 
an occasion when I do not see why 
every Member should speak. How­
ever, seeing that there a r e only two 
Members left, I do not intend to be 
the last to speak or - the one who 
would not speak. I do want, first of 
all, t o iwpport the remarks made by 
Members with r egari_l to the ap­
preciation expressed by His Excellency 
the O.A.G. of our achievements in 
this Council. As a Member of the 
Interim Government, I wou ld also like 
to say that, on looking at the admirable 
way in which Your Honour h as 
handled the affairs of the Council, I 
think it would be very difficult to 
find a Speaker to fill your place. A 
future Speaker might be a stronger 
or a yo unger man but the ability to 
educa te and guide Members in political 
affairs s,hould be one of the outstan d­
ing qualities of a Speaker, and in th r:t 
respect I do not think we can find a 
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second to Your H onour. Wh en I 
recall the failme and the diffa:ultie~ 
which resulted from the 1953 Constitu­
tion, when I remember how every 
availa ble seat was occupied by a 
certain party and that after those 
8eats were vacated this Interim legis­
lature had to be formed, I wondrred 
whether our people were s,tiil in­
terested in the welfare and the pro­
gress of British Guiana. 

It was, stated up to recently by 
members of a certain political 11arty 
that the Interim Government wi>.S a 
failure, but we know that the kind of 
people in whom that par ty fa in­
terested are not the kind of people 
who are interested in us. I also know 
that we have accompli:-hed more than 
any Government in the past has accom­
plished an d that we have maintained 
Lhe dignity of this hon. Council 

We have opposed Government 
when we considered Government to be 
wrong, but we supported them when 
we thought we should do so. I have 
no fear that we have an electorate 
which would carry on a long the prin­
ciples established by this Counc,i l in 
::ivite of what some people think. 

If I have to face the electorate, 
I have no fear to mention the achi eve ­
ments of this Council. I well remem­
ber t h e wor d,-. said by Si1· Alfred 
Savage concerning the last Government 
- " Very much ceuld have been 
achieved, but s o little was achieved". 
I am satidied that we have achieved 
much, and I only hope that the inrom­
ing Government will cany on where 
we have left off. 

To you, Sir, I bid farewell, and I 
hope you will enjoy pleasant memol"ies 
of you r association with the House of 
Assembly during its s hort life and 
,vith this Council for the pas l tl11'ee 
and a ha lf years, as well as long life 

a 1~d happines,; . Some of us will be 
leaving here as fr iends and some of 
11-: will not find ourselves here after 
August 12. 

Miss · Collin.<; : I ,vot!ld like to 
associate myself with a ll that has been 
said by the p reviou s speakers. I do 
hope and pray that the good God will 
keep, tlirect and guide you. May Love 
:-ind Friendship attend you, and may 
your future yea r s be crowned with 
Ilealth and P rosperity. 

Sil" Frank McDavid : Lest my 
silence be mis understood I shall also 
say a few words, but I am afrai d I 
am lacking t h e eloquence whi.'!h the 
occasion demands. The hon. the 
C'hief Secretary has made an admir able 
, peech, but I notice that he em­
phasised that he was speaking on!y on 
behalf of his official colleagues. I do 
not know why h e laid emphasis on that 
statement. Presumably the inference 
is that the Officials go on and other 
Members of the Executive Coun cil go 
out. I do hope he will permit us, his 
unofficial col leagues, to as.;:oci::ttc> 
ourselves with the sentiments ex•• 
pressed in hi, addres!' . 

I had myself h oped that Members 
might have refrained from attempt ing 
to assess or sum up on this- occasion 
our achievement during the life of 
this Council. I had t hat hope because 
our record is particularly clear and, 
as someone said, hfrtory will tell it. 
Nevertheless, there is some j u-stifica­
tion for ·some of the statemen ts made 
by Members because of t he tenor 
of His Excellency's most grac-ious 
message. Here I want to join in the 
expression of thanks to H is Excellency 
for that admirably worded message. 
I myself cherish the remarks which 
have been made in it. Hon. Members 
having spoken as t h ey have, I feel I 
ought to add one observation for the 
_purpose of the 1·ecord. 
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On the first of May of this year 
I had completed 37 continuom years 
of public service, eighteen of which 
were spent either as Treasurer or as 
F inancial Secretary, and looking back, 
quite objectively, ove1· that long period 
of service I have found that t he three 
and a half year s which have just 
passed have been the most fruitful 
and the most productive in legislative 
and other transactions leading to t he 
progress and advancement of th e 
country and the happiness <'f its 
people. I say so quite sincerely, 
although it may appear tha.t I am 
making a n implied criticism cf a 
period during which I server! as a 
public officer. I am su re that what 
has taken place in these 3~ years in 
this Council and in t he Admiitistra­
t ion has been of much greater value 
than in any other p revious period in 
which I played a part. 

Perhaps I know Your Honour 
longer than any other J.1:ember 
present around this table. I do re­
member you on your f irst initiation 
as a politician. Yot1 were then 
known as '· The Colt". I do not know 
what .. pet name" we should give you 
now that after nearly fifty years you 
are ending that career. I ·will not 
ventur e to suggest on e. One hon. 
Member remarked on your handling 
of the sit uation during the course of 
the debate of Federation. I too have 
a very firm recollection of t hat 
occasion: How many Members re­
member Your H onour's most eloquent 
~umming up when the debate was 
over. You attempted and ~.ucceeded 
in making for the records a .. thurnb­
na-il" sketch of everyone of rn; . And 
af ter each cleEcription you queried- .. 
•'I.s he not entitled to express, an opin­
ion on this subject?" I cherifh the 
memory of it. 

I a lso cheris:h the memory of my 
associat ion with Your Honour outs ide 
t his Council on two nartir.11la1· ocr.a-

s io11s- one in J ama ica and the other 
in Lo;1don. Member s will recall that 
His Honour and I were honoured to 
be seledcd, a s this count ry's represen­
tatives, to meet Her Majesty the 
Queen in J a maica and I can assure 
hon. Members we could have had no 
mor e dignified a representative than 
Sir Eustace Woolfor d on that occasion. 
I also remember my association with 
you a few years ago in London when 
we were both in the United Kingdom. 
You were on holiday and I, although 
an official on duty, was also en­
deavouring to get in a little vacation. I 
found myself wondering if when I 
reached your maturity of age I would 
have the "inner resources" to be able 
to· look after and enjoy myself alone 
in a big city in the way you did. Hon. 
Members can be assured t hat Your 
H onour wou ld be a ble to find after 
retirement quite a lot to take care of 
your very virile mind; and both 
mentally and physically t o make use 
of all your powers every day. I wlill 
not say every night. I am sati-sfied 
that Your Honour wou ld f ind quite a 
lot to occ upy your min d 'in the 
coming yea 1·s. 

My las t word. In the course of 
my career allCI as a Member of the 
Legislature of this Colony, I was, 
accustomed to sit under the presidency 
of the Governor with all the prestige 
that attache& to the Representative of 
the Crown, and 1 myoelf was a little con­
cerned to know how ·we would fare in 
this Legis lature under the pre~idency 
of someone other t han the Governor. 
But we wer e ve1·y fortunate in having 
in. the person of Sir Eu8,tace Woolford 
one who, by his own personality and 
the othe1· ath'ibutes of his, character , 
has filled that Chair equally as well 
as any of t he Governor s, who· did' so 
before them. I do pray that Your 
Honour will in the remaining yea r s 
of your life enjoy much happiness 
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[Sir Frank McDavid] 
and all the good things to which you 
are so much enti tled. 

Mr. Farnum : Sir, like the other 
Members who have spoken I am very 
grateful indeed for the appreciation 
which His Excellency expret:sed in His 
Mes:sage read today by you. I would 
like to join with t1rn other Members who 
have already spoken i..n the t ributes 
paid to you for the very impres­
sive and dignified manner in which 
you have conducted the proceedings of 
t his august body. I recollect n ot very 
long ago your expressing the view 
that the dignity and decorum that is 
always present in this Legislative 
Council is unknown to the Legislatures 
in the neighbouring territories and, I 
think, we ought to be very proud of 
that and of the fact that we h ave the 
most cultured and erudite son of the 
soil s itting and conducting the pro­
ceedings1 of this Council. 

You, Sir, have had gre[lt ex­
perien ce in the economic, social and 
educational fields in this Colony, and, 
not only that, you have repres~nted 
the Colony abroad at important con ­
ferences. Perhaps it is not known 
that some of your friends hav.:! re­
marked that your business acumen is 
of s·uch a high order that you have 
missed your vocation and should have 
been a busfoessman when you would 
have been a very wealthy man indeed. 
On the other hand the lawyers say that· 
lawyers are better businessmen be­
cause when businessmen are in diffi­
culties they go to the lawyers to get 
them out of those difficu lties. 

P erhaps it is not generally known 
t hat your knowledge of precious. stones 
is of a high order indeed, and that 
in many cases where the purity of 
those stones was to be decided, it was 

to you that people came for a decision. 
That infor mation you gave without 
equivocation. I think we have been 
exceptionally for tuna te in benefiting 
from your storehouse of knowledge. 

I do not know what Your Honour's 
plans are-whether you will remain 
with us or whether you will go abroad 
-but what I wish to say in conclusion 
i ~ that I wish for you all that you 
wish for yours elf. 

Mr. Tello: I wish briefly i:o ex­
press my s incere appreciation of the 
Message from His ExceJiency and to 
thank you, Sir, for all you have done. 
lf I may make my remarks a bit per­
sonal: so often I have t ried your 
p at ience because of my ignorance of 
procedure and so often yon were will­
ing to pilot me in this difficult task, 
a11d it was always a pleasure for you 
to do so. 

Now the time has come for us to 
say good-bye. I mus,t say I feel, what­
ever the r esult of the next General 
Election or, shall I say, wh atever fate 
decrees, the incoming Legislature 
will be losing something in not having 
the honour to address you as Speaker. 

Cert ainly I feel that we, as a 
Legislature, have shown tremendous 
achievement. We will leave a record 
that posterity will be proud of. I 
agree with my friend and colleague, 
the Hon. Mr. Farnum, that the dignity 
and decorum of this Council was al­
ways of a high standard and if we 
can allow for any fau lts of the Mem­
bers, I think we can safely say that 
the Caribbea n Area can look t.o this 
Legislature for an example of dignity. 
vVe are able to show achievement, we 
have many things to our credit -
w e have .heard it said from the Offi­
cial side that we leave here as an 
efficient team and this has been en­
dorsed by "Floor" i\'lembei·&, 
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J oinlly and collectively we agree 
that this is an efficient team. Therefore 
it puzzles me why we cannot nov,· go 
out to the public as a united team. 
What greater service could we have 
rendered Brit'is·h Guiana than saying 
to the people, "we promised you no­
thing but we gave you many things; 
and we want your permission to con­
clude what we have commenced." This 
i;;tate 6f affairs makes the disrnlution 
of th-is assembly all the more sadder 
than it ought to be. It is the one 
unfortunate blot on this great chap­
ter we have written in the history 
of t he Legislature. However, !ots of 
things that are not mended today can 
be mended tomorrow. (Lau.ghte1·) . 

, Sir, I know my language is inade­
quate to fully say " thank you" for all 
that you have done for us, so I will 
merely add that God always assists 
us to go the path that is right for 
us without our being conscious of 
it. I wish your retirement will be 
just as you want it to be. 

Mi". Ramphal: Sir, I rise not to 
make a second speech, but to make 
the time-honoured request that His 
Excellency's gracious Message be 
printed and circulated. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members_, I 
would ask your indulgence to be al­
lowed to say that at the moment, 
feeling as I do, I feel quite unab'le 
to convey to you as adequately as I' 
should have liked to have done my 
appreciation of your kind and gener­
ous references to ,me as to the manner 
in which I have discharged my duties 
as the Speaker of this Council during 
your period of service, but I am deep­
ly gratefu l to you for what you have 
said. I have served as a Member in 
the various Legislative bodies Gf the 
Colony for over 40 years, some 30 
years of which I r epresented the same 
enn'-'l.t.-i+ntlnnu T h r1 .... ,... .... 1,... _ .c_ •.. u , -

59 years, been a Member of the prac­
tising B-at1: of this Colony, haviing 
taken Silk in 1919. I believe this is 
a political and professional record in 
British Guiana as well as in the British 
Caribbean area, save and except a 
harrister in Trinidad, I have been 
told. I have thus had a rich and 
eventful life. 

Some Members h ave referred to 
the success of the Colonization Dele­
gation of 1919 of which I w·as a Mem­
ber. That recalls to my mind one of 
the proudest act s of my life. I was 
Mayor of the City at t he time, and I · 
t ried miy be,st to persuade the City 
Council to have this city sewered, 
but as I could not get the permission 
of the Council for Mr. HalTis, the 
City Engineer, to accompany me to 
t he United Kingdom, I asked Sir Wil­
fred CoHet, then Govern.or of t he 
Colony and with whom it was said' I 
had some fofluence, to let Mr. Harris 
accompany the Delegation that was 
being sent to the Colonial Office to 
t ry and revive E:ast Indian immigra­
tion to the Colony. 

I remained in London where Mr. 
Harris, Mr. Luke Hill, at one t ime the 
Town Supei·intendent of the Town 
Council, and myself had conversations 
with Mr. Howard Humphrys. and with 
the Crown Agents,. It was as a result 
of those conversations that this City 
was .sewered. A special Ordinance was 
passed to allow of my staying there 
as my membership of the Council 
would have become vacant, and I was 
rewarded on my return by having to 
fight a contested elect ion for the 
mayoralty. That was the only occa­
sion on which the ratepayers of the 
City had taken part in the selection 
of a Mayor. I won the seat, hut the 
only recognition that I then received 
was a letter of thanks from Mr. Hum­
phrys. Nevertheless, I have lived to 
see this City one of the best sewered 
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i was a member of the first poli­

tical party this Colony formed around 
1908. No member of the party seemed 
-willing to co.ntest the two GeMge­
town seats at the general elections 
for membership of the Cour t of Policy. 
On the next evening following my 
meeting, I went to the Town Ha !I to 
attend a meeting being held by the 
late Mr. Dargan, one of my opponents, 
but on my arrival at the top .of the 
stairs, who should I see presiding 
over his meeting but the Chairman 
of my Party! (Laiighte1·) . Very little 
encouragement was offered youth in 
those days both in the legal prof'.)s­
sion and h1 any attempt made to enter 
public life. It was a real handicap 
to be a young man in the days I am 
speaking of. I h ad printed on my 
propaganda pamphlets " vote for the 
colt foaled 30 years ago". That is 
merely to show the contempt I had 
for t hose who tried to prevent me 
from becoming a member of the Legis­
lature on accuunt of my age. 

I could not help feeling, when I 
read the message of the Officer Ad­
ministering the Government to the 
Cou.ncil and I came to the reference 
to myrnlf, tha t it would be the first 
t ime, I suppose in any Speaker•~ ex­
perience, that he would be called upon 
to preside over the obsequies of an 
Interim Legislature and that I should 
have to read my own obituary not.ice. 
I felt like a clergyman conducting a 
burial service when referring to 
bodies celestial and terrestial. 

I feel as well today as I felt fifteen , 
years ago. Natu re has been klnd to 
me and at no time in my life have I 
ever had a serious illness. I have ver y 
good r eac•ns for making this pers.onal 
refoi-ence to myself. 

Never in the course of my public 
or professional life . hav_e I ever been 
made aware that I had by my conduct 

made any enemies. Both in the Press 
of the Colony and privately, I have 
always been fortunate enough to be 
referred to with esteem and respect 
and whenever I have been confronted 
with occasions like this-and there 
have been ver y many-I have a lways 
felt some difficulty on such occasions 
in expressing my gratitude as fully 
as I should have done. I can only 
say that I am deeply conscious of 
yom· sincerity in referring to me as 
you have done today. 

I feel that I should direct atten­
tion to the way in which valuable 
public service in thfr Colony is so 
easily forgotten. I can never forget 
the removal from Water Street of the 
bronze statue erected to the memory 
of t he late Mr. George For~haw, a 
leading Solicitor, who had been 
the Mayor of this City and had ren­
der ed outstanding service to this com­
munity. 

Mr. W. Campbell, a Solicitor, who 
was the founde1~ of the Royal Agricul­
ture & C o m m e r c i a 1 S,JJ c i e t y 
s.ent a meS1sage tlo the . Headmaster 
at St. George's School and asked 
him to send a boy to work in 
his office. That boy rose to be an 
outstanding Solicitor in this Colony 
and Mayor of t his City. His name 
was Mr. G. A. For<sha,v, and h e has 
given outstanding service to thi-s 
community. A bronze £-tatue erected 
in Water Street to his memory is 
no longer there. Who ordered its 
removal and what has become of it? 

Anothe1· in stance is the case of 
the proposed removal from its present 
site in the mai-lrnt square of the statue 
of the late Mr. William Rurnell, once 
a prominent planter in this Colony, 
whose brain conceived the des ign and 
construction of the Lamaha and Bo_er­
asirie Conservancies both of · which 
have been of such inestimable value 
to the agr iculture o_f this Col~ny. 
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The public services rendered by 
all of you have been a very notable 
and memorable achievement, Never 
in the course of my forty years of 
experience in the Legislative Council 
has any legislation been enacted in 
this room equal in volume or import­
ance to that you have taken part in 
and have been responsible for . 

I had asked the Clerk of the 
Co u n c i 1, Mr. Crum Ewing, to 
furni:::h me with the details of 
the work done in both Finance Com­
mittee and in this Council during 
your membership, The references to 
your services in the Mes:::-age has heer, 
anticipated by His Excellency the 
Officer Adminictering the Government, 
The marw references of a derogr,tory 
nature that have been made by those 
outside to your services, have, 1 feel, 
been due to the ignorance or apathy 
of the public. 

Legislature, has not been surpassed by 
any previous Legislative Council of 
which I have ever been a Member. 
If this -is borne in mind by the Elec­
torate, it may well be t hat this method 
of carrying on the business of Govern­
ment may again be resorted to. There 
have been in my time several nomi­
nated members. of the Legislative 
Council, both nominated officials and 
others, whose knowledge and ex­
perience· far exceeded that possessed 
by elected members, 

Within the last year or so, I have 
had the opportunity of meeting several 
visitors to this Colony and they have 
told me 110w tremendously impress·ed 
they were with the dignity of the pro­
ceedings in this Council, and with the 
manner in which order and discipline 
were observed, They said they had 
not exp:erienced the same standard 
of decorum anywhere in the Carib­
bean isJands. I think that we should 
c?ngratulate ourEelves on the reputa-

The admi11istration of the affairs tion we have earned. I am very proud 
of this Col~hy has to be carried on in ~o l~n?w that at a very difficult period 
some form or another whether by a Ill the political history of this Col­
nominated hocly, or a partially nomi- ony when I was presiding in this 
nated and partially elected 01,e, I Council there w1:1-s some disorder 
think that it ought to be impressed on caused by certain _ members in the 
the electorate that unless they are able ,il;)Proceedings. who left the Chamber, 
to return to this Council capable and but they :rrevertheless r eturned to 
respomible men who are pledged to t;heir duties the next day, I continued 
promote the welfare and development to car~·y on with the business of the 
of this country as you have done, there C~uncil, a~ I know by" experience that 
i:: only a very slender hope of a truly wi~h a spirit of tolerance people in 
democratic constitution being given th1s Colony could generally be made 
to this Colony. The proceedings and to act reasonably, 

the record o1 the valuable public ser­
vices rendered by this Council a r e a 
challenge to the Electorate, 

I have no hesitation in ;;aying 
that the record of public service -
both in' volume arid output-of this 
T11tP1·irn ~n\lP1·nmP11t .. m· t.hii,; Interim 

I would like to join witlh you in 
thanking His Excellency the Officer 
Administering the Government, for 
his timely and opportune Message. I 
am sorry that time does not permit 
me to refer to all I would like to say 
about the Mesrnge, but I am deeply 
gra.teful t o you for all that you have 
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s; id in app1~eciation 6f my own ser­
vic·e$ . il'l this ConnciL and for your 
unf°ailing courte,sy to me at all times 
durfng my oc&pancy of the Speaker's 
c°hair: 

I would 'like ·to refer a lso to the 
, ·I". . 

very ~x~epent s,erv1ce that .ha~ been 
nfodereq. to the Members of this Coun­
cil and to myself by the Clerk of the 
Cou'nc'il, Mr. Crum Ewing. I know 
o_nly too well how valuable his ser­
vices have been to ~very "Member of 
t hi~. Coul'1cil. He is a very efficient 
officer, very unass uming and pain­
s.taking in the discharge of his duties 
and an ornament to t he P ublic 
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Service. I would. commend hi..; ser­
v:ice~ to t hose in autho·r ity in the hope 
that t hey may be substantia lly re t:og­
)1i~ed . 

I would also like to thank the 
staff of my department for t he as,;.ist ­
ance they_ have rendered the Council, 
and lastly, I would wish · a ll of you 
long life and success in your future 
careers and hope that you will a ll 
live t o att ain my age and f eel as I do 
at th e moment. I now declare the 
Sernion to be a t an end. 

The Tfifrv:l ~}?.ssion accordinrJl?i 
came t o an end. 
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