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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Members Present

Wednesday, 2nd December, 1942,
The Council met -at noon, ITis
Iixcellency the Governor, Sz Gornox
Lerauy, K.C.M.G., DPresident, in the
Chair.
PRESENT.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
Mr. G. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attornev-General, Mr
1. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The IIon. J. S. Dash, Director. of
Agriculture.
The ITon. I.. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E.,

(Eastern DBerbice).
The Hon.vE. (x.
{New Amsterdam).

The Ifon. F. T
Colopial Treasurer.

Woolford, K.C.

McDavid, C.B.L,

The on. I, .J. Seaford, O.B.I.
(tdeorgetown North).

“The IIon. M. B. G. Austi_%():.li.l«‘,..
Qominated Unoflicial Member).

* . -

The ITon. W. A. D’Andrade. O.B.L,,
Comptroller of Customs.

The TIlon. M. B, Laing,
Commissioner of Local (oyernment.

The Ilon. L. G.
Education.

The Ifon.
of Iforests.

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E.,
(Georgetown Central).

Crease, Director of

B. R. Wood, Conservator

The Hon. .J. Tleazar, (Berbice River).
The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar, (Central
Demerara).

The ITon. C. R. Jacobf. {North-West-
erp Distriet),

Lrarsrarive CouNcrl.

OTiTs.

Announcements  H0

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, (Nominated
Unofficial AMember).

The Hon. C. V. Wight, (Western
Lssequebo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus, (Wesiern
Berbice).

The ITomn. J. Gonsalves, (Georgetown
South},

The TIon. Jung Bahadur
(Demerara-Essequebo).

Singh,

Tte Ion. T. Lee, (Essequebo River).

The Clerk read prayers.

MINTTES.
The minutes of the wmeeting of the
Council  held on  Wednesday, 18th
November, 1342, as printed and ecir-

culated, were confirmed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Time Sucar SITUATION,

Tup PRESIDENT : The first busi-
ness of the day is 1o proceed to the
general consideration of the Istimates.
I have two announcements to make
rather closely, the ccono-
nii¢  position of the Colony in 1943,
and 1 wish to make them now. The
first is in connexion with sugar pro-
duction.  As Members are prohably
well aware,._the-"position has been
menacing t]nl“()llg].l-‘gut the lasty s few
months sinee_ the entry of the United
States into Yhe war, and the resulting
position is that we have been unable
to ship a great uveal of. sugar and
molasses. That position, which has
been threatening, is now very clearly
not going to be improved during 1943
and, as far as we can see, in 194, with.
the result, ag I am advised; it will
be quite impossible to expect that we
will be able to ship more than a por-
tion of our sugar crop in 1943, and
that a substantial part will not be
shipped.

ceneerning,
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In spite of that, T, Government
are going o continue {o huy the whole
crop al o fixed price. That i in order
thiat the economic upset to this Colony
shenld

nol be so derribly severe as it

would he otherwise, and that would
enable erinding to continue. Tt is pro-

posed to grind all the sngar cane cut,
and produce sugar and store as®much
as possible pending the chanee of ship-
ping. Of conrse it is quite clear that
we have 1o look forward to a progres-
sive decline in the planting and pro-
duction of sugar. Tor every kind of
reason that in turn isx going to uaffect
the Iabour murket and. dirvectly and
indirectly. the public revemne more and
more. Government is  g@oing 1o  be
faced with two One is the
necessity  of  carryving on useful work
of seme kind to absorb Iabour, and
that will have to be done in the tace of
a falling revenne, which I think shounld
Lbecome evidenl in the latter pat of
this year, unless of course, that is sub-
stantially bolstered np by other means
of revenune or from

things.

other sources
altogether.
Purnre Works Axp TEMPLOYMENT

I do mnot propose to deal with that
side of the revenue, but on the matter
of public works. and particularly the
omploxment ol labows 1T have nrged (he
Secretary of State very strongly to
allow me to proceed as soon as possible

with the greater public works, pam-
tienlarly the drainage and irrigation
scheme, and I received o  telegram.
vesterday approving of the beginning
cof the Boerasirie—Bonasika  Scheme.
That in turn is mnot qnite so easy

from the point of view of matferials and
supervision, but T have asked the
Department by minute to-day to put
~up at the earliest possible moment a
scheme for the starting of- that
which is likely not mﬂ_v o he
mously beneficial in itself from everv
point of view but also to provide regu-
lar employment for perhaps three or
four years.

work,
enor-
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As yon know. we have a number of
smaller drainage and irvigation schemes
fo he earvricd ont more ¢quicklyv, many of
wlhich T hope we will he able to under-
fake from one own finds, amd T have
axked the Department (his morning to

bhe veady with (hem as soon as posxible.

As  regards other works we have
alwavs certain roads which should be
praoperly done, and (he shutiing dow:
of the 178, military and naval work
will enable ux {0 get matervials (o oo
on with those works.

With regard to today's business the -

first item is {hat (ouching the ISsti-
matex amd the motion to approve ol
the Tstimales. The second motion in

ihe name of the Colonial Secrefary is
that touching the Bishop's MTigh Schoel,
and T «hionld Tike to rvefer to it hefore we
adjourn this afternoon in order to
anpoint a Select Committee of the Coun-
cil to @o infe the details of the varions
obligations we have 1o take on and
renort 1o the Couneil when we eome to
ihe substantive ihe
motion,

disenssion  of

As regards the motion on the Esti-
mates T womld like to be able to eall
upon the Colonial Treasurer {o renly
to the debate not later than 3 o’clock
in orvder to get that poriion of the
business finished to-dav,

PATERS TAID.
Tie COLONTAT SECRETATRY Iaid
on the table the following rveport:—

Colonial Andit Department—Annual Re-
port of the Auditor to the TDirector of
Ccelonial Aundit and to the Government of
the Colony of British Guiana. for the yearv
1941, together with Governor's despateh for-
wirding the report to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

Mr. MeDAYTID (Colonial Treasurer)
laid on the table the following repori:—

Report of the Finance Committee of the
Tegislative Council appointed 1o consider
the estimates of expenditure to be defrayed
from Reveunne for the year ending 31st
IDecember, 1943,
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES.
INTropuerion or Biuns.

Tiur ATTORNEY-GENERAIL gave
notice of the introduction and fivst
reading of the following Bill:—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to empower
thé Goveinvr to extend the time within
which certaia documents may he deposited
with the Registrar by Life Assurance Com-
panies,

Protessor DASIT (Dirvector of Agri-
cuituie} gave mnotice of the introdwe-
tion aud iirst reading of the following
Bili:-—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to provide
for the Control of Swngar Experiment
Stations for a further period of five veurs
from the tirst day of January, 1943,

UROT'TICTAL NOTICES.

Oup Acr Prxsioxs,

dre. L V. WIGHT gave notice of thie
following Motion:—

Wneeeas a Commitfee wasg on October
271 1539, appointed by His Excellency the
Governor to  consider the  possibility  of
making  further  provicion for the poor
and/or aged inhabitants of the Colony of
British  Guiana and more expecially  the
introdnetion into this Colony of the nrovi-
sions of the Law relating to Old Age Ten-
siong as pertain in the British Empirve:

Anp WrrEReEAs the aforesaid Committee
submitted its  report (ride Tegislative
Couneil paper No. 11/1940 C.8. No. 93/17)
to which was annexed a Draft Pensions
Odrinance and Regulations

Axp WugrEag the Committee recom-
mended  that  the  aforesaid  Ordinance

and Regnlations shonld be bronght if pos-
sible into effect as from January st 1941,
in order to allow Old Age TPengion nay-
ments to commence on Jnly tst. 1941:

Be it Resolved.—That this Council recom-
mends that Government makes provision
on the Estimatfeg for the year 1943, in the
sum of ~ $200,000 for payments under an
Md Age Pensions Orvdinance which should
bhe forthwith enacted,

Lrarsrarve CatrrNoerr.
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Mr. JACOB gave notice of the fol-
lowing Motion:—

WHEREAS it is desirable to introduce in
the C‘olony of British Guiana fanrther pro-
visions for the poor and aged inhabitants
by way of an Old Age Penxions H(*i\ol}\%:

AXD WHEREAS a represenfative Committee
went into the entfire matter and recom-
mended in April. 1940, that an Old Age
Pensions  Scheme shonld  be brought into
operation iu British Gniana with the least
necessary delay:

Re it Resolred~—That early effect be
civen to the recommendations of the Com-
miftee hy way of infroduecing the necessary
legislation to provide for the pavment of
Ol Age Pensions:

And De it Further Resolved,—That this

Couneil  recommends and  approves of a
sum not exceeding  £200.000 heing  placed

on the draft Bstimates of Txpenditnire of
1043 for the payment of O1d Age Pensions
as recommended by the Old Age Pensinng’
Commitiee.

DeveLorMeNT oF IFere TNDUSTRY.

Mr. ELTEAZAR eave mnotice of the
foiiowing Motion =

Trmar Government he requested to obtain
fhrough the Colonial Developmoent and Wel-
fure Act a Loan of $250,000 (two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars) free of interest for
a period of 10 years for the development of
the Tilwve Tndnstry in the Colony.

ORDER O TIIE DAY.
Bupcrr DEBATE.

The Council resumed the debate on
the following Motion:—

That  this  Council
Eastimates of Expenditure to be defrayed
Revenue for the year ending  31st
1943, which have heen 1laid on

approves of the

{rom
Drecember,
ihe table.

¥r. McDAVID: Before we go into
Committee, I think {thix is the time
when Members take the opportunity to
make their general  comments on the
financial sitnation generally, on Your
xcelleney™s Address and on the Budget
Statement,
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Mr. BELEAZAR: I wish to take this
opportunity to make a few remarks
with respect to Your Ixcellency’s
speech to this Couneil on the 18th ult.
as well as the speech by the Colonial
Treasnrer. Before the advent of the
1998 Order in Couneil it was usual for
the senior Ilected Member to read to
the Governor the considered opinion of
the Elected Members of what used to be
called the Speech from the Throve on
the oceasion of the eopening of the
Legislature. On  the advent of the
present Constitution that privilege was
denied us so that it becomes necessary
now for Members to adept various
devices in order to be able to express
their views on the situation in any
particular year. TIn those circnmmstances
T erave Yonr Iixeellency's indnlgence to
make some remarks on the speech
which  you so ably delivered on
the 18th of last month, a speech which
was Incid, ecandid, detailed and fault-
provoking.

You succeeded. Sir, in diagnosing
very accuratelv indeed the chronic
cconomic dizease from which this coun-
try has been suffering, but T beg leave
to «iffer from the

conclnsion which

Your Excelleney has dreawn from the-

symptoms as to the cause or causes of

that disease. Yeur Exeellencey fonnd
that for some unknown reason this

conntry lacks the drviving forece of co
operation with Government in many
respects, and further that in some in
explicable manmer the community, while
complaining of failure on the part of
Government amd of the several Depart-
ments and some of the officers of those
Departments, still approached Govern-
ment in the Dbelief that Government
could do the very things about which
they complained. I take exception in
that case to the world “Delief.” 1
venture to assure Your Excellency that
it iz mot a matter of Dhelief in most
cases: it is a matter of forlorn hope
and it is not an appeal to Government
but to Your Excellency as Governor to
give sympathetic consideration to some
of those complaints,

2 Drermerr, 1012,
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Your Ixcelleney also complained
that you il not see that pioneering
spivit which is necessary for the de-
velepment  of certain areas in this
country. Ploneering in British Guiana!
Shades of men who ave still alive today
and who have known what it is to travel
over rocks and falls, and others who
have gone down in hundreds at Tuma-
tmmari falls between 188G and 1923 !
That danger is still there and men are
still pursuing that course.. With re-
spect to the development of the interior
Your Iixcelleney will he snrprised to
know that not so very long ago no one
conld get a picee of land in the interior
unless he applied for a concession of at
least 100 acres and paid $10 per «cre.
That certainly was no assistance to
pioneers but was a deliberate and con-
sidered plan to prevent people  from
going into the interior for the purpose
of settlement.

When  Your Excellency says  that
people arve not taking sufficient interest
in land settlement T sav again that
that conelusion ean only he arrived at

by a person who is wnaware of the
facts of the case. Tt wonld snrprise
you to know that within the last

decade—it might be only half a deecade
—a sngar plantation not 15 miles from
ieorgetown was fennd to De indebted
10 Government in the snm of $20,000.
Government pretended to make an
attempt to get that amount bnt stood-
by and allowed that estate to be sold at
cxeention  for  $8,000, losing  $12,000
on the transaction. The person who
purchased it sold it within a month
for $16.000.  The second purchaser, a
persen with some initiative, made some
improvements and sold it again for
$50,000. To crown it all, Government
in turn purchased two acres of the land
for $2.000. Those facts are on the
beoks of the Ctovernment and eannot be
contradicted.  Where is Government’s
gincerity in inducing people to take to
the soil? That estate is in a district
which claims a modicum of drainage and
irrigation and is within a reasonable
distance of Georgetown with trans-
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portation facilities by rail as well as
by road. Was that encouraging land
settlement? DPeople are told to go to
the Rupununi, the Mazaruni River or
the Berbice TRiver District, but when
Government has 10,000 or 20,000 acres of
land in a fine locality it prefers to

throw awayv  $10,000 and allow an
individual to make a profit of over
$25,000. Though the people of this

country have many faults- T consider
that this country has bheen suffering
from wiat T have described before as
a system  of  “obscurantism”—keeping
the people in the dark and Dbluffing
them.

Your Ixcellency thinks that at no
cdistant date Government will have to
take more power to deal with conditions
locally, but T-am not sure that lack of
power is the cause eof the trouble. T
think it is the power which Government
had and used in a wrong manner that
brought aboul the condition that we
now see. I admit that in some direc-
tions, if Government had the power,
certain land-holders would have to give
up what they have grasped and kept
from other people without any henefi-
cial eccupation. There are many such
people in the country who have always
had the power through the influence of
the local Government and the Colonial

"Office, and they have succeeded in
hoodwinking the powers-that-he into
believing that those people who are

sandwiched under unfavourable civeum-
stances are the persons to blame. The
whole tenor of Your Excellency’s
gpeech is a call “To arms!” But as
soldiers we feel that our duty is 1o do
or die and mot to reason why. The
blunder is not where it seems to be; it
is the other wav about. I am not lere
to-day to preach a sermon. T am
rather in the mood T have always found
myself in—the mood to tell Government
some plain truths in the best possible
way.

It must appear to Your Excellency
very strange that people come to you
and crucify certain Government Officers
and almost in the same Dbreath they

LiGsLATIVE CoUNCIL.
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laud another. Would Your Excellency
be surprised to know that the opinion
vou have formed of Mr. Laing, which
the Sccretary of State has endorsed,
is the opinion of the whole Colony?
The people are aware of the fact that
Government wants humanizing. I have
heavd it said over and over in this
Council by people who ought to be
Letter informed, that the people seem
1o want Government to do everything
for them. That scems so childish.
Government  levies Sea Defence rates
from people on the Berbice River and
all the rivers Dut deniess them assist-
ance in their river defences.  TIf people
in the Berbice River have to pay taxes
for pelice supervision in Georgetown and
ather parts of the Colony and to main-
tain publie roads and railways, surely
they should have the right to ask Gov-
ernment for something. The people on
the Berbice River are denied even a
donkey ecart track from Mara to New
Amsterdam. T cannot think of a single
thing in this Colony which is not taxed
and taxed to its utmest. Taxes arve
levied from people who are denied the
simplest public amenity, and they are
told that they go to Government for
everything.  Where else can they go ?
We must place the picture in its proper
perspective. We must see the peeple’s
gide and that all the power has Deen
taken from them and given to Govern-
ment who could not govern, with the
result  that we  have only  mis-
government. It is therefore not fair
to make the people share the Dlame.
I Tlike the company of Government
Officials in this Council and T shall miss
them when they have gene from here.
but T regret exceedingly that the new
Coustitution which has Dbeen promised
1s has been delayed in coming.

I am not singular in my view that
our present parlous position is due to
maladministration. Some peopl2 would
like to blame all the Electives; some

would like to Dblame the labouring
population  of  the country. Some
peonle think the Ilabourer asks too

mueh for his hire, but surely the man



59 Motion

who pays the piper should have a voice
in calling the (une. It is no use blaw-
ing the people. They arve not goiug to
do one single jot more because they are
blamed. They do want assistance and
they have appealed to every Governor
who has come lhere to assist them. ]
know of my own knowledge that =ome
Grovernors have turned a deaf car 1o
those appeals: others have (ried, some
Iave suceceeded in a small way, but all
those  whe have sneceeded in a0 <mall
way have had to fight Tike Paul against
the heasts of IKphesus in the shape of
the vested ifteresis in this Colony, Sir
Alexander Swettenham foueht
the vested what fatle did
Siro Walter Egerton, one of ony
progressive Governors, share here? e
had to face tremendous opposition in
this Chamber from the vested interests,
but what effect it had I do not know,
Some people say it had no eftect while
olhers say it did, hut he had a yreceall

against
inferests, and
maosi

petition against him signed by Members
of the
Members

those
one

Some  of
defunct, with
face of fhat,
loxcelleney  will understand  that when
people  go  {o  the Government  they
really go o the Governor. They know
long hefore now that their appeals gen-
crally (all an deafl earse but they may
find a “Swellenham™ or a “Denham™ or
an “Egerton” 1do noft (hink Your Kxcel-
Teuey has fallen one whit behind any of
those  Governars.  and  that is  (he
reason  why T Dave endeavoured fo
point out to yon the other side of the
picture,

Legislature.
e
the

are

exceplion. In Your

Yonr Excelleney mnst have observed
that throughount the British Empire and
outxide the Kmpire, the conntries at war
and even the neutrals, are finding time
i the midst of this conflict to plan for

post-war conditions. What is  Your
Excellency’s  experience in British
Guiana?  The experience s ihat if

anything is to be done we will have to
¢o back 100 years. We have 1o irvi-
gate  and drain  the Tand  bhefore
we can  start aunything. T mention
that in the hope that Yowr Ix-

4 Ducudiser, 1942,
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celleney will not confine your energies

here  just towhat  should have
Leen  done 100 vears age. There are
other avenues which will ing  some

hope to the inhabitants of (e country,
but after much consideration and con-
viderable experience ever a number of
years I say that if you have to depend
o official information would  find
that it everyihing that s
Lraught  Fforward to move the  country
onward.  Take Tor example the infor-
ation that the interior of this Colony
consists of the most valueless oil in the
world. I have seen that in official docu-
ments signed by responsible Officials. hut
T have visited the parts of the counlry
referved (o and the fucis belie that ex-
pression of apinien.  What has been
the resnlt of the considerable amount of

you

s against

what is called “experiment™ carried on
lere?  We  leave the thousands  of
fibres with which (his country is tcem-
ing and 2o 1o Bengal to lind jute which

cannot thrive  herve. T have author-
ity for what T am sayving now. We

have several authorities on the curing
of tobitcco in this country, but Govern-
ment weat fo Nvassaliwd to import a
Bavbadian. Why didn't we go to
Barbados to get him?  Anyhow we got
a gentleman to fell us that it cannot
grow herve al all because the country is
unsuitable. These (hings do wot make for
the progress of the country and te that
is added the mirage that there is no
labour. To-day we have an abundance
of Tabour of o kind in this country, but
we caniol employ it hecause there are
na avenues. I do  not say that the
sugar  industry, cur  only  organized
industry, has not done good service to
the  Colony. T hope it will be the
backbone of the country for a long
time o come. We arve still suffering
from the fear of a shortage of labour,
forgeiting that there is mechanization
in fieldd and factory and™ that applied
hax xo impreved {that further
mechanization can be looked forwarad
to. Tt will =oon he found possible to
mechanize rveaping, which will throw
thousands of labourers out of emnloy-
ment througl mo fault of their own.

science
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A labourer is not satisfied with a paltry
80 cents per day when he iz the ouly
vage-earncer and lias four or six persons
dependent on him.

Advertize for 30 policemen to-day,
and there will be 300 applicants if not
nore.  Call tor 30 pupil teachers and
there will be 600 applicants, or for 20
nurses for the Hospital and there will
he 250 applicants. Those people  will
never o into a rice field or o cane field.
What iy the outlook for them? Your
Ixcelleney has hinted it aud. T hope,
vou will ask the Secretary of State to
give you another term here, but you
cannot be here to wxee those irrigation
wand drainage schemes come to fruition.
It is physically impossible and voliti-
callyv impossibles unless you are going
fo change  fhe  whole  procedure as
applied to the Colonial Empire.

friend  behind  me  is
hnrning o express his views on the
Budgel witnation. We have fo adopt
these devious means to put the oilier
side of {he picture fo Your IIxcellency
because of the abolition of The consia-
ered rveply of the Eleeted Mempers 1o
Speech. Tt
hitter: the pill conld not he swatlowed.
Therefore on the day when (he present
Consfitufion cane into vogue

T think my

the Governor's wax  too

T. as the

Senior  Blecied  Member, should have
had  the privilege of replyving to the

Governor’s Speeeh, hut o friend of mine
1old me “We are all unefficials now:
von are no  longer  Senior Member™.
An old gentleman therefore came for-
ward and said that the. Budget was a
very mnice one and thanked Fis Tixcel-
Tenev., That was all the reply of the
Tleeted  Members f1o  the  Governor's
Speech, That is the way in which an
old “and  useful  custom s hrnshed
aside.

People send petitions to this Coun-
cil from time to time. Thevy are Iaid
on (he table and i hat iz the laxt fhe
Couneil  Tears  about them. Tt was
not so in the old davs. A Petitions
Committes of the Council enquired

;. Councit.

‘so  short a
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inte petitions and  reported to the
Council. The wmoment the new Cou-
stitution came into operation all those
privileges were wiped away with one
stroke of the pen. That is one of the
reaxons  why we regret that we have
not got the mew Constitution, whick
has  been promised us to start with,
but fhere isx the rvedeeming feature
that we still see some of the old faces
and we rejoice to be with them.

L would like to hmpress upon Govern-
went that we e looking forward to
some degree of post-war planning.  We
vanhnot wadil until the war is over to do
that. Is British Guigna so different
from other places in the world?  Every
person in the world today is thinking
of what is 1o Dbe done after the war
The question is: after the war, what?
British  Guiana has not been able ta
find an answer for iiself. hut the Ree-
retavy of Stale has put forward some
nine or den  conditions  which apply
fo the Colonies, and {he first ol them
ix “Feonomic Salvation™ T would like
Governmeni  fo  address its mind  to
{he question: what mnst {his conntry
do for its economic salvafion? AT
that has been promised Dy the Atlantic
Charter and by the Heme  Govern-
ment ix {hat we will he able to work
i our own economic salvation with-
withont tremhling. and
Treedom  seems o he
fear and trembling  will

aont  fear and
with freedomi.

coriain, and

have departed. Those things having
heen  removed we would  like {o see
some  economic planning which would

answer (he Affer fhe warn

what?

question :

T thank Your Execelleney for per-
mitting me to address you in this wag.
Tt ix a cursory reply  because  your
speech was a lengthy one and so full
of weiglhty matter that T ecomld not
Nhope 1o deal with it as it deserved in
time. T hope Your Fxeel
leney will take all T have said as sin-
cere and well meaning, in the hiape thai
something  will  he done for this
henighted country.
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Mr. pE AGUIAR: DBefore 1 deal
with the subjeet before the Cowuncil 1
would like, sir,. with your permission..
to make some reference to the
announcement that was made by Your
Ixcelleney this morning regarding the
future—and I take it to mean the
immediate future—of the sugar crop.
T do so because in the first place 1
regard that announcement very serious-
1v indeed and, if T may, I would like
you to give this Counecil a little more
information ou the subject if it is avail
able. T have in mind, if I interpret
Your Excellency’s remarks corrveetly,
that it may mean not only the restric-
tion of the sngir industry in this
Colony bhut, unfortunately, a reduction
of the areas planted at present. If the
intention is to reduce or to cease fur-
ther planting of cane in this Colony 1
have mo hesitation in saying that the
situation is one which is of very great
concern to every man, woman and child
in thix community. I am mnot at this
moment thinking of the vested interests
in sugar Dbut of the possible effcet it
will have first of all on the labourers
in the villages, and sceondly, and very
important too, the position of those
cane-farming areas, particularly in the
constitueney which T have the honour
to represent. Quoting from memory, 1
think in 1941 the acreage under cane
cultivation by peasant farmers was
something like 2,000 acres and produced
approximately 4,000 tons of sugar. 1T
know the value of the cane-farming
industry to those people and I do urge
that whatever steps may he taken the
interest of the cane-farming industry
should receive prior consideration.

That, of course, is mercly a side
issue of the question. Those remarks
apply with equal force to the industry
as a whole, and one is tempted to ask
the question, in view of the announce-
ment made by Your Excellency, whether
ihe position of the other Colonies
in  the Caribbean area is likely to
be similarly affected? T know that we
are considered to be at the bhottom of
the map in so far as shipping facilities
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are concerned, nevertheless it seems to
me that if it is found cenvenient for
steamers to come down to any of the
ports in the West Indies, to travel an
extra 400 miles fo this Celony in order
to lift its sugar, it would he of con
siderable benefit to the inhabitants.

It must Dbe remembered that there
are several issues to this question. I
nuderstood  Your IExcellency to say
that this  decision is one which is
likely to have almost immediate eitect.
By imwediate effect T mean from early
next year onwards. My knowledge of
Flie sitnation ax it exists in this Colomy
at 1he present time makes me feel that
considerable hardship will be creafed,
for instance in the matter ~f our storage
capacity. There is mo doubt about it
that every available space at the
moment is required for sugar and other
products, and if the congestion is going
to be greater we can see at once how
all these difficulties will add to our
immediate problems.

Before I proceed I would like to say
that I, personally, am very grateful for
the opportunity afforded Members of
the Council to examine in detail the
Estimates of Expenditure for 1943, and
T feel sure that those DMembers who
took advantage of that opportunity left
those meetings feeling satisfied that
they are now in a position to offer some
constructive  suggestions  concerning
some of the items at least thal appear
in the Estimates.

Before I deal with the position in
rvespect of 1943, T would like to make
brief reference to the budget position
in respect of the current year. The
expected budget position at the elose of
1942, as it was recently presented to the
Council. seemed to have created in ihe
minds of certain members of the com-
munity a very favourable impression
indeed, and T have no doubt that mest
of them, if not the majority of them,
appear to be- gloating over the fact, or
the apparent fact, that the Colony in
spite of the difficult times w2 &re pass-
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ing through huas been able to cover
expenditure with the vevenrtz which is
expected to Dbe collected during the
current year, and what is more, that
there witl be an  estimuted  surpius
Ladance of something like 332,080. ¥or
myself 1 would like to consider that
undoubtedly a very good achievement,
especially when I semember that when
the budget was presented to this Couneil
late last year an anticipated deticit of
arvound  $400,000  was  shown. That
figure, however, was lafer revised to
something in the vicinity of $800,000.

Now, sir, I have listened with a good
deal of interest to and I have also
read with a good deal of interest the
review that was printed and circulated
by Your Excellency on this question. T

have'noted with a certain amount of
satisfaction the statement made that

the policy of subsidization of imported
foodstuffs has not been carried out to
the full extent that was originally con-
templated, and also that the enforced
postponement of public works was the
main contributing factor to the very
favourable budget poxition. Whilst this
is s0, T observe that little or nothing
at all has Leen said abeut the increased
burden of taxation the people of this
country have heen calledd upon to bear
within recent times in order to mect
the rising tide of expenditure. T think
there can he no doubt that this respon-
sibility {hat has Deen placed on the
shoulders of the people of this com-
munity has been carried out with pride
and, T venture to suggest, with cheerful-
ness. And whilst it is true that the
final result of our position at the end
of this wyear is something that we
sheuld really gloat over, it is my view
—and in this T agree with 1lhe hon.
Member on my left (Mr. Tleazar)—that
we should mnot permit our vision to be
elouded. 7Plans should be commenced
at onee, if not vet commenced, to place
our post-war hudeget on a more
seientific and  economic  feoting. T
know, sir, it will he said that it is too
earlv to discuss any relief in taxation
having regard to the number of
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responsibilities that we have to carry
in  these time. XNevertheless, sir, I
think and I feel that hon. Members of
Council would agree with me, that this
feature should find a place in the con-
sideration of our future preblems. 1
have arrived at that counclusion after
giving this subject considerable thought,
and it is my view {hat it is the only
hope we can look forward to if we
wish to see the ecomomic stiructure of
this Colony placed on an even keel.

T have already briefly referred to the
rising tide of expenditure, but in order
to appreciate the value of this remark
Iot us examine even briefly the Budget
position as it was presented to Coun-
cil late in 1941 and the position as it
is now presenied te Council in respect
of the wvear 1942, The estimate of
expenditure  was  then  shown as
ST27140  and  the - latest revised
estimate as $9.000235 or an inerease of
$1.273,195.  Those were the original
fieures presented to this Council in
1M1 in respeet of 1942, but the latest
revised estimate—I think Your Excel-
ieney anoted these fieures—is $9.000.335
or a difference of ¢1,273,195. I am sure
it is not expected of me in this Counci}
to vefer to the several items in detail.
As a matter of fact it will take up a
eood deal of time. but from an
examination of the figures I think it
will be of interest to point out that
although there is an increase in all
departments the increase in some is
undoubtedly veryv large.

The DPRESIDENT: Will the hon.
Member also speak of revenue?

Mr. e AGUIAR: I am coming to
that. T know there will be some satis-
factory explanation for this abnormal
increase and; as a matter of fact,
I am fully aware that some explana-
tions  have already Dbeen  given.
I am also aware that in some cases
covering authority has already Deen
given by Council for the expendilure,
but sir, this observation is made in
order to show, what I consider, an
apparent lack of scientific framing of
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estimates on the whole. I have had
aceasion here o complain, and T still
maintain T am justified in the com-
plaint, that the tendency is to present
1o the Comneil in the first instance
estimates of expenditure on the low side
sl even revenue for that matter on the
low side, hut if in (he meantime a fairy
aodimotlier should step in and revenue
receive o Fillipe automatically expendi-
ture goes up and in that way the excess
vevenue is immediately spent. T have
nee donbiy sive that in framing estiniates
an the whole very often there are items
that come up for consideration and are
postponed ceither for a more convenient
time or, in case the Tinandal position
warrants it. to the following vyear.
That may be so, hut T think you will
find {he complaint of lected Mem-
bers is that although they are called
upon at some {inme or other to authorize
ot confirm such expenditure they have
not been given  an opportunity either
af preparing the plans or considering
them beforchand. 1 regard that com-
plaint. xire as one that is entirely insti-
fied. What the future position will -be
1 do mot know, but T have always
deprecated it.and I will continue to

deprecate Members ol Council being
called  together,  sometimes  rather

urgently, to authorize the expenditwre
of large sums ol money without having
had an opportunity beforehand of con-
sidering thent in the minutest detail. I
think, <iv, that if those estimates were
tauken in detail it would he found that
awany of them are of a long range view
aud, what is mere, Tothink it would
olso e found (hat there are still less off
them that might be regarded as a
profitable investment. I arish to say
right hiere and now that these remirks
cannot De applied and should not he
applied {o expenditure on such
maiters as irrvigation and drainage. 1
wish to make that observation pevfectly
clear at once heecanse, nnless Membors
feel T am catering for a place oun the
Canje. T do regard such expenditure in
the nature of a profitable investment.

any
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The remainder of the expenditure in
respect of 1942, 1 have found, was util-
ized to maintain and even to expand-—-
Decause it seems possible for somwe
ITeads of Departments to obtain easy
expansion of their department—admin-
istrative services that ave already heavy.
most of them very top-heavy. I wish
also fo sav that although T speak in this
sthranin T have no intention whatever to
minimize or even criticize the efforis
that  are Deing  made to improve nur
social and  wellare services. To my
mind, expenditure of that kKind is very
valuable and, as a midter of fact, shonlkl
he encouraged. provided of course they
are within {he Timils of our needs anil,
incidentally  very impertant. of owm
resonrees. T rogret T have to  repeat
what T have said o mauy times hefore,
ihat the final result of 1hese
estimates, when they arve preseufed (o
Clouneil in a form (hat can be
undersiood. shows there is a continu-
rise in o the administrative cost
whether in vespeel of one serviee or
auother. and very  effen far in
of {he henefits received.

vevised

enxily
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Yonr Excellency has referved fo {he
revenne posifion and T lLave indicafed
it was my inlention to deal also with
that question. There hax Deen a
responding increase in the collections
of revenne dnring (he current year and,
T think, it would he corvect toosay {his
inerease wax evenr hevond expecetation
when {he Budged framed Tate in
T4, Dt of conrse the major increases
as compared with fhe oviginal estimates
ave {o he found under the fiest
Heads of 1he Statement. T have
regarded {or 1he purpose of my point
the comtribntion that has heen made to
{the Colony nunder the Colonial Develon-
ment and Welfare Schemes, AThough
[ stated a moment ago that the increase
is under the [ivst three Fleads, T wonld
like to say thai actnally in the case of
{lie first TTead, “Customs.” there is an
oxpecied “short fall™ of some $£300.000.
TUnder TTead TTT., “Tnternal Revenue.”
the increase expected iz aver a million
dollars ($1,000,000), and that shows

O
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three
dix-
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where the money came from. I think
it is important that these figures should
be repeated over and over again for
the henefit of those persons who may

he faced with the task of adjusting
taxation fo fit in  with our post-war
problems. T {hink also that it will

be of comie benefit 1o a number of
crities who make it appear that only
0 corfain fhe community
of faxation in this
Tt may well he {hat the time
come when tThat s{atement may
e frne if we continue {0 travel at this
rate. hut T feel sure that day will never
come.

section  of
arries the hnarden
Colony.
may

like to twn to the 1943
pause for a moment
personal appreciation
the manner in which
Iavve heen prepared on
T think. it will be
the preparation of the

T would
Fistinates and 1o
to express  my
and thanks for
(he
fhis oceasion.
admitied {hat

oxtimaltes

sir.

Tstimaies in 1his form makes very
easy comparison, indeed, of our total
recnrvrent  and  extraordinary  expendi-

fure, and T feel sure 1hat {hix methoad
will bhe of sfill  greater  advantage
Tater om  heeanse it is mot  found
practieahle to fit in the various figures
during the currvent preparvation of these
Tistimates. T notice, sir, that the total
Tigures of  the reeurrent  expendifure
For 1913, as presented here {e Council,
shows an exeess of only abont 20,000
when  comipared  with  1he  Tevised
Tstimate of 1912 and net the original
one and, T wust make {hix observation
hefore passing on. despite the fact that
there Tus been a  veduetion in the
Public Debt of  semething  Tike  ten
times 1hat fienre, or in rond figures
$90.000. T Thave mnat heen able to
make @n exhaustive examinalion of
fhese figures or rather a comparison of
fliese fignres with the 1942 figures for
2 reason. (aund here T wonld like to
make a further snggestion for fmprove-
ment). Tder the Deparimental TTeads
T nolice that the old style of quoting
what is  deseribed as  “Approved
Estimate” continues. T wouldl suggest,
a Revised IEstimate be given instead,

Leaisiaiivie Couxcti.

Budget Debate 50

it it is possible in o future, of

the  Approved Istimate. T feel swre
that the lon. Colonial Trecasurer will
see the  wisdom  of  that  suggestion.
Because if cue  wishes to make ecasy
comparison of figures it is necessary
and in fact essential to have the

revixed figures otherwise one may he
talking in thin air. .\lthough I labour
under that difficulty T have been able
to ohserve that, as a result of the ve
moval of certain items of recurrent ex-
penditure  under the Departmental
Heads, opportunity hax been taken 1o
increase  the  recurrent  expendithwree
aceordingly. T am perfec{ly satisfied in
my mind with the justification of that
remarvk. Tt may be a coincidence, and
several inereases may well he jnstified.
T refer in particular {o the increases in
the technical staff of the Agrienltural
Department  and  the Tublic Works
Depariment,  the expansion  of  the
Labom: Department, and {lhie increased
sxpendifure nunder the Tlead of Tineal
Government. A\s [ have said, sir, these
inereases in expendifwre may be justi-
fied and so T shall he content at the
noment. te make no other observation
than 1o say that T regard {hem now in

the nature of an investment, and T
sincerely  hape  {hat we will 1receive
ocod dividends.

It s slrikingly strange that no

estimafe hax Dheen given showing {he
estimated cost of subsidizing feodsiulfs
during 9430 It 1 have hat
Your Txcelleney las indicated on page
3 of vour Review {hatl vou )
& propose to invile Council to approve hy'
Resolution of the allocation of a sum ot
$G00.00n  for this purpose from surplus
halances.”

observed

That seutence has heen very carefully
worded and, I am sure. when it was
written  Your Excellency must have
Leen fully aware of the fact that the
Rudget as presented was just ahout to
hreak even iaving regard to the fact that
such a large sum will he required for
this purpose and, unless our expected
revenue for next year is increased, it
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will become necessary ohviously to draw
this amount from swrplus balances.

Tiur PRESIDENT:
is quite unjustified!

The insinuation

Mr. pr AGUTAR: It is only a de-
duction T have made. You will pardon
me rveferring to it again. The deduec-
tion T made was that from the Budget
Statement as presented the figures show
that unless there was an inerease in the

Revenue figures as put down there—
Titg PRESIDENT :© The insinuation

was that T deliberately did not put any
fieure for subsidization in order to he
able to make the Budget halance. 1
repeat it is quite unjustifiable.

Mre. pe AGUIAR: T regret exceed-
ingly Your Excelleney sheuld interpret
my remarks to mean that. T am quite
sure vou will accept my explanation.
That is not what was intended. TWhat
I intended to say, and in fact what 1
sHIL think T did say, was that if {his
amount would he spent next vear, un-
less there was an increase in revenue
the amount would have to he drawn
from surplus balances.

Tur PRESIDEXNT: That is quil-
true, but it is the way vou put it. It
was  an insinuation of dishonesty in
puttine np this Budget. T do not think
voir meant that, bnt in making reference
ar comparison vou should weigh your
words more carefully. Government? can-
not funection usefully if such insinua-

tions are made. T do mnot think you
meant it that way.
Mr. vz AGUIAR: I -did not, sir.

Perhaps I ought to say this: It you
had permitted me to proceed a little
further, Your Excellency would have
discovered that my following remarks
would then have dealt with the Surplus
Balances, in which case Your fExcel-
lency no doubt would have heen satisfied
that there. was no insinuation whatso-
ever. I repeat that no insinuation was
intended and I hope Your Txcellency
would accept the explanation because 1
intended to go on to deal with the
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surplus  Balanpces. My point at  the
moment is really leading up to what I
consider should e the correct view to
take in regard to the disposal of the
Surplus Balances, and Your Iixcellency
would then Thave observed {hat my
crificism or suggestion was something
different, rather than to utilizing the
Sarplus Balanees for this purpose. Tt
had  no  bearing  whatever as to the
manner. it T may nse the term. in which
the Tistimates were prepaved er even
presenied to Council. T am very grale-
ful indeed to Your Ixcellency for
accepling my explanation that no in-
sinuation was meant. T onelht to sav
al this siage, and T 1hink Yeur Excel-
Teney should know if not I Tope you
will one of these days, that T am very
careful indeed in the use of words in
this Council and, as a matter of fact,
elsewhere too.

Before T go on to this equestion of
the Surplus Balances and whilst deal-
ing with this matter of subsidization,
I wonld that  1his  Council he
infermed at an early date how it is pro-
posed to spend or pay out this sum of
$6G00,000 which was referred to in Your
Fxcelleney's  Message, Dbecause Your
Excelleney will appreciate that T find
myself in some difficulty in making any
comment on the proposal in the ahsence
of details.

ask

On the question of Surplus Balances
I feel very happy indeed that we shall
still be at the end of the year in the
favourable position of showing an
estimated surplus balance of about two
and a half million dollars ($2,500.000),
and T welcome the suggestion, and in-
deed, would like to congratulate Gov-
ecrnment on its proposal that of this
sum  one  million  dollars  ($1.000,000)
shonld be set aside as reserve. I may
mention that when this figure was first
uttered by Your Excellency T was hop-
ing to hear the figure of $2.000,000. Hut
that might be too bhig a bite to make
at the mement, and I feel sure that if
the opportunity presents itself that
reserve of $1,000,000 will continue to
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grow, at least I hope so. Whilst 1
welcome this suggestion and con-

gratulate Goveimment I do want to
say this: If this reserve is being set
aside without any definite plan of
development o1, to put it another way,
if this reserve is to he utilized in the
future (immediate or otherwise) for the
purpose of balancing onr DBudget, as
happened to us not so many years ago
when we had to fall back on the Im-
perial Government for assistance, I can
only say that our lahours and the
labours of the Government in ae-
cumulating this  reserve womld bhe
fruitless. T have no doubt and T sin
cerely hope, that my fears are unjusti-
fied, that plans are already in being for
the profitable expenditure of this reserve
when the time comes.

There is one further comment 1
wonld like fo make on the general
guestion of these Estimates of Expendi-
ture, and that is with reference to the
vote under the Colonial Emergency
Measures. I may mention I do not
propose, although I quote the Head, to
deal at any length with the several
items under this Head. I would like to
make this brief reference that it seems

to me that every Department of Gov-

ernment has chipped in on this vote, as
from the information that was given in
Finance Committee it'looks to me that
there may have been some rivalry
among them as to who sheould get and
who should not. It is all in the War
effort and there is nothing to be said
about that, but I am a little bit dis-
turbed about the expenditure of the

new Commodity Control. I know
Your Excellency has intimated the
need for greater expansinn of this

organization having regard to the fact
that a system of control is most desir-
able in the War effort and more par-
ticularly in view of the possible expan-
sion of the Bulk Purchases system. 1
am not in the confidence of the Gov-
ernment and do not know how far
matters have reached at the moment
bhnt, as an outsider Tooking .in, T am in-
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clined to the view that a little too much
haste is being practised in the expan-
sion of the organization. 1 think, sir,
that expansion, however dezirable it
may be in the future, should be brought
about a little more gradually. I am
inclined to think that we are likely to
face expenditure, too early to say the
least of it, which may not be warranted.
I have every regard for the Senior
Officials in charge of this branch of
important work, but I repeat that I do
thiink they should make haste a little
more slowly. A criticism T have heard
outside is this—that very soon the
services of a Treffic Cop may have to
be requisitioned in order to direct the
staff of that organization where they
raust go and what they mist do, or to
uee a very common expression used
everywhere, they are simply toppling
over each other at the moment. If it is
not too late and if the urgency is not
at hand, I do recommend :snd suggest
very earnestly that the expansion of
that orgdnization should proceed a
little more slowly.

The picture on the whole, as I have
seen it, is one which, I think, is full of
optimism, and this observation should
not be regarded by the Government as
an attempt to criticize or condemn
entirely the efforts that are being made
tn maintain a balanced position. If
what T have said is of some use to the,
Government and to Members of this
Council T shall feel the effort 1 have
made in making these comparisons
werth while.

Mr. JACOB: Sir, before speaking on
the motion before this Council I would
Iike to refer to your very exhaustive
and interesting review which was de-
livered on the 18th November to this
Council. T want to refer mnre particu-
larly to three matters therein—the
Constitution, Finance and Education.
With regard to the other matters raised
in your review I will either criticize or
support the views expressed under the
varjous Heads. Regarding the Constity-
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ticn, I think, everyone in this Council
and nearly every responsibie individuat
in this Colony agrees that Your
Excellency has done all that was possi-
ble to get the suggested change of the
Constitution of this Council but, sir,
unless this Government and those
abroad realize that the people will
express disapproval or dissatisfaction:
from time to time I am afraid we will
not get any further, [t is generally
aoreed, and T think it has to be accepted,
that the Constitution will be changed.
The Constitution of the entire British
West Indies. I cannot understand what
is the reason for the delay. Your Ex-
celléeney has endeavoured to explain, hut
Trinidad has had its Counstitution
changed and, T think, the people are
fairlv entisfied with the change and ave
asking for a oreater change. Jamaicea
has had its Constitution changed, and
Jamaica has even got a little more than
that. It has had its

{franchige wverv
liherally chaneed. T do not think thev
can get anything bhetter than Adult

Suffrage,

THE PRESIDENT: The hon. Mem-
her is not right. T do not think anv
change has vet been made in the Con-
stitution of Jamaica.

Mr. JACOB: I think there has been
a change.

THE PRESIDENT: Proposals have
been made but nothing has been done.
T+ is like here,

Mr. JACOB: T do not like to dis-
agree with Your Excellency but, I think,
their Constitution has been changed.
Several Members have been appointed
in the places of old Members.

THE PRESIDENT: The personnel !

Mr. JACOB: Your Excellency says
“The personnel” of the Constitution
has been changed. There may be 2
distinction, but it is without a differ-
ence. What I am saying is that here
we have a Council to-day very depleted.
There are five Nominated Members but
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one unfortunately is no lonxer with us;

two are absent and only two are
present.  Your Excellency has had

numerous deputations pointing out that
certain people in this Colony requirc
better representation. They have bheen
clamouring for this year in and year
out, but nothing is donc. We are
leaving things as they are. If certain
responsible people and particularly
Members of this Council ds nothing
il may De understood that the people
¢t this Colony want nothing. 1 am
sorry my hon. friend, the Member for
Itssequebo River, (Mr. Lee) is not here,
but T would like to place on record here
a cable which the hon. Member for
Fesequebo River and myself sent to a
Member of Parliament for the attention
of TTis Majesty's Secretarv of State for
the Colonies.  The cable was sent on
31st October after I made the point
very clear to Your Excellency in this
Council a few days before that it was
very desirable that this Budget Session
at least should be postponed. Your Ex-
cellency has explained in your address
that by law you are compelled to pro-
rogue the Council and have a new Ses-
sion, While that is so, this Session
can now stand adjourned until January,
Your Excellency has the power by
special warrant to carry on the business
cf this Council without ihe Council
being in Session. It has happened in
the past and under this present Consti-
tution, and I see no reason why it can-
not happen again in view of all the cir-
cumstances to the matter. That cable
which was sent to Mr. Creech-Jones
reads :

“B.G. Labour Union and Guiana 7Trade
TUnions request yon {o make urgent repre-
sentation to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies to instruet the Governor to post-
pone the Budget Session wuntil the mnew
Constitution  comes  into  operation. The
present constitution econtinues to work un-
sotisfactorily. Social and labour require-
ments are heing mnecessarily  delayed- to
the detriment of the workers.

(sgd.) Lee and Jacob”
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Those are the reasons why I propose
te deal with only two aspects of Your
Tixcellency's Review—Finance and Edu-
ciation. 1 do not  share the  views
expressed by the hon. Member for Cen-
tral Demerara as regards the financiai
position of this Colony. I could not
understand what he was getting at.
Now that the finances of -the Colony
are in oa better position and. T have nn
doubt that it will continue to improve,
I {hink stens onoht fo he taken—in faet
steps should have been taken—to im-
prove the <ocial  and other econdifions
among certain classes of people in this
Colonv. Tt ‘was announced earvly this
vear that there was going to be a sat-
isfactory snrplns.  According {0 Your
Txeelleney's  Teview on page 1 it
stated:

is

“At the commencement of 1942 fhe sn-
plus halanees, as’ Couneil is aware, stood
At §2.440.000.  Acceordingly  we  shall eud
the year with this fund «till in hand

Here we have two and a hiall million
dollars in hand and, when T Took at
vour remarks under Tdneatfion, what
do T find?  Your Excelleney has made
this statement:—

“While on this subiect of Attendance
Qfficers the question of the attendance of
pupils at school arises. Fach yvear shows
A rapidly rising increasge in number on roli
and average attendance.”

Frankly, that statement has a very

peculiar ring. Tt is well known 1o
Your Excelleney and 1o thix Govern-

ment that there is a Compulsory Edu-
cation law in this Colony and that three
out of every ten children at the presen?
time are not in school. While strenu-
cus effort is being made to place those
childien in school. Your  Txeellenev
makes the statement that the attend-
ance at school is rising,  Your Excel-
lency further states:—

“Theea fAonres will clearly indicate the
demand for—
(i) additional teachers.

(ii) addition and extension of school

buildings,
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(1ii)
(iv)

additional equipmeurt.
inereased staff in the Depart-
ment,

Al of which tend to raise the annunl ex-
peuditure on ducation just for the bave
necessities.”

Your Excellency has left this brilliant
acadress just at that point. 1 think you
ny have gone on to xay that in effect
provision is Dbeing made in the Esti-
mates to spend money for those things.
Iint nothing is stated.  No provision
hax been made, but some reference was
made to Mr. Hammond, the wonderful
expert, Is Mr. Hammond going to tell
Gevernment not to educate the chil-
dren, not (e extend primary edueation,
not to have all the childven of school-
cain & aee in (he schoels. T wonder? I
have very little regard for experts who.
come here and  after  going  around
advise us to keep this country Dback.
This is the eighth vear T have been in
this Council. I have taken an exceed-
inglv keen infevest in my own wav in
the affairs of the Council. T had been
associated with a gentleman wha had
ccrved here for 24 years and taker an
extremely keen interest in the affairs
of the Colony while he was a Member
Af tha Conneil. QA T had an intimata
Inowledge of affairs before T joined
this Couneil. Frankly, T deplore the
attitude adopted in this country for the
last 30 years. T speak with » clear and
keen understanding of what goes on in
{he Conneil as reeards gencral nrooress
and advance. I am ashamed to be
ssgociated with a government that ecan
be associated with this kind of thing
and to see the state of affairs that exist
in this Colony particularly in regard to
Fducation and Social Services.

Now that money is there, statements
are  heing made about ereating a
reserve  Tund. investing  money, efec.
Government, no doubt, has its expert
financial advisers and I am not going
10 sav anyihme about that, bot 1
Lesitate to think that we will continue
to pay interest where we have hor-
rowed money on interest and that we

¢
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will invest any small sum of money that
we may have. I am waiting to see
what definite proposals will be put for-
ward. Maybe it is too early to refer
te that at the moment. On page 3 of
Your Excellency’s Review it is stated
very clearly what we all expected and
hoped to see:—

“ The £1,000,000 Sterling 5% % Louan of
1922 has been redeemed and replaced by a
new issue at 3% % with a consequential re-
Auction in the DPublic Debt of $912.000 and
a saving in debt charges of $90,768 per
annum."

Maybe there is no oppertunity now
to eall in certain Loans, in fact to pay
cff certain people who have invested
with the Government. I advise strongly
that if Government has any opportunity
to redeem Loans or repay investors that
should be done and that immediately.
I notice that reference has been made
tc the establishment under the authority
of Resolution XXV of the 20th August,
1942, of a credit through the local
Banks of $1,000.000, guaranteed by the
Government. T hope no actual provi-
sion has been made. ‘T hope no interest
has been actually paid to the Banks in
regard to this $1,000,000. In the
Budget Speech reference has been made
to the fact that the surplus of
$2,440,000 is held in easn and invest-
ments. Now I hope that this cash is
not kept aside and no interest is being
earned on it. I hope that those invest.
ments have been made in such a way
as to collect the interest and offset the
interest we are vavine, and T do hone
that due regard is being paid to this
matter and it will not be left in the
ctate it is this year.

T notice, too, that reference has been
made to the circulation of Government
Currency Notes. I could not under-
stand why this Goverment had not
increased its Notes Circulation long
ago. I think it is a mistake to allow
the Banks to increase their notes circu-
lation by $500,000. I think that ought
to be done by the Goverrnment and the
Government alone, Mavbe I do nof
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know what I am talking about. Maybe
the Banks get nothing for doing that
business. But when I icok at the
Banks® Balancé Sheets I see millions of
dollars as reserve profits. Maybe it is
the business of the Banks to trade on
the Government. That is what is
happening all along this Colony and,
I sineevely trust, it will not continue.

Turning to the Budget, Statement of
the Colonial Treasurer, as T said just
now, it is stated on page 2:

“We commenced the yvear with an aceu-
mulated surplng balanea  of  $2,440.935
whiech aceordingly remaing intact. This
surplug is held in eash and investments, ex
cept for a sum of approximately $240,009
advanced against works on  progress in
relation to measnres initiated for the ex-
nansion of riee produetion. in  terms  of
Rexolution No. XVIT of the 18(h March.
1042,  whiech authorized an advance of
$400,000 for this purpose from surplus
halances.”

T have heen Tooking at "the report
of the Rice Marketing Board for the
period 1st October, 1941, to 31st March,
1942, which I received on August 9.
and I notice in Apmendix “A” on pag®
12 under “Sundry Creditors” the items
“Royal Bank of Canada, $183,345.06"
and “Barclays Bank, $223,895.89,”
making a total of $407,740.95. In other
words, at the 31st March, 1942, the
Rice Marketing Board owed the two
Banks operating in this Colony a sum
$407,740.95. I am told in Your Ex-
ccllency’'s speech and in the Budget
Statement that there was a surplus in
cash and investments amounting to
$22,440,933. When I look at the In-
come and Expenditure account I see
that interest was paid to the {we
Banks in the sum of $5,392.31. That
iy probably scientific financing, but 1
should like to be advised as early as.
possible what amount is owed now to
the two Banks by the Ricz Marketing
Board as at the end of October or
November, 1942, and at what rate of
interest the Board is borrowing money
from the Banks. I tried to gef that in-
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formation some time ago but it has
never been supplied to me. I asked the
Roard itself and I think I raised it in
this Council, but the information was
never supplied. Why did the Board
borrow $407,740.95 from the Banks and
pay $5,392.31 interest when there was
& surplus to the credit of the Colony of
over two million dollars in cash and
investments ?

It appears again on page 2
of the Budget Statement that it
is intended to invest $2,000,000 of the
surplus and establish a reserve fund. I
am asking Government to consider
carefully what I have said. I think
it. would be unwise to invest this money
when Government is paying interest on
large sums of monev and our Public
Debt charges are so high.

I notice, too. that it is proposed to
continue the Bill of Entry tax and the
new Sugar Duty tax imposed in April
last. The Bill of Entry tax might have
heen all right up to a point, but with
the increased values now i think that
tax ought to be reduced. The tax is 3
per cent. of the value of goods imnorted.
and if it is the intention to egive the
consumer a certain amount of relief it
should not be necessary, in view of the
state of the finances of the Colony, to
continue this tax and the mew Suear
Duty. Why should a staple article
of food produced in this Colony Dhe
taxed? Tt was necessary to impose the
tax at a certain time when the budget
conld not bhe balanced, but T think it
shonld be removed immediately. If it
is found that Government needs ad-
ditional revenne then T say inerease the
income tax and excess profits tax.
(“Tlear, hear”). T know that, con-
stituted as this Council and the Gov-
ernor-in-Council are at present, that is
the hardest thing possible.

I will say that something has been
done in the past but, as I have com-
plained in the last few vears, sufficient
has ot heen done, and in view of what
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is going on in certain places in the
commercial centre of Georgetown, and
in view of the circumstances, I think
the Dbusiness profits tax should be in-
creased and the income tax as well. Tn
fact T go a little further. Tt is mnot
possible to ascertain the profits and
income of certain trades in this Colony.
Perhaps that is going to be disputed.
It is definitely impessible, and T ihink
some authority should The created
whereby Government might ascertain
the profits and income of certain traders,
or traders generally. We know what
is going en. At least T know, tmt T
am not going to mention it in detail
here. Perhaps this is a privileged place,
but it would not be wise. TIf Govern-
ment is not aware of how profits are
made and hidden away then it is time
that some attention be paid to that
aspect of the matter. Tn view of what
has been going on T think the profits
tax and the ineceme tax ought to he
inereased.

As regards the railway and steamer
services T observe that the deficiency
for this vear is going to be $528,002.
T have said it already and T want to
repeat it, that the Transport and
ITarbours Department is a bankrupt
concern and will continue to be a bhank-
rupt concern.  What beats me is that
if you look at the persommel of the
Transport Board vou will see that the
best brains ave on the Board, hut it is
amazing te see what is going on. Tt
is amazing to see the kind of services
we get and the congestion, hut more
amazing still is the deficiency vear after
vear. There it  something definitelv
wrong. T am amazed and sm‘m'ised.
and T think if a different attitude was
adopted this Colony would not bhe
asked to pay these huge deficiencies
vear after yvear.

T should not like it to e understood
that T am in agreement with the houn.

Member for Central Demerara (Mr.
deAguiar) regarding Dbulk purchases.
He says that too much haste is

exhibited there, and that there shouyld
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he a gradual expansion of the hulk
purchasing syvstem. I think there has
been too much delay in the past, and 1
am hoping that it will not be a
war measure but will be continued
indefinitely for the betterment of this
country. 1 thought I had a little
knowledge of business methods
(laughter), hut recently T was amazed
tc see what was going on in some of
the most reputable houses—ihev ecall
themselves reputable and I repeat the
word—and T {hink the time
overdue when firm action
taken by Government in the interest
of the general community. Those
reputable houses should not he allewed
to do what thex have been doing and
are continning to de up to the present
time. While my friend thinks it may
be communism T shounld like to refer
to what is going on in Furope, and
particularly in the United Kingdom.
Call it communism or what vou like, T
think it is the hest thing for the future.
T conclude by saving that T am verv
disapoointed that the commosition of
this Counecil has net been changed.

is long
‘sheuld  be

Mr. LUCKHOO: T think Your Ex-
celleney’s  review of the Colony's
position is quite eclear and exhaustive.

Evervone of wus is conscious of the
untiring energy with which Your
Execellency  has thrown vourself into

the public duties of the Colony, and
vour speech embodies a plain-spoken
and well considered analysis of the
prospects and problems of the Colony
T have listened with a great deal of
interést to the remarks made by the
hon.  Member for Central Demerara
{Mr. de Acuiar) on the anmouncement
made by Your Excelency with respect.
to the sugar sitnation. We all hope
that nething will he done to militate
against the interests of the sugar pro-
prietors in this Colonv, bhecause the
large agricultural population of this
Colony largely depends for its liveli-
hood on the successful earryving on of
the sugar industry. There can bhe no
doubt about it that the sugar pre-
prietors have done a great deal in the
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past to improve social conditions on
the estates, and they have dome every-
thing possible to accommodate the
Iabourers. We cannot do without the
sugar and rice industries.

I am vrather pleased to hear that
steps will be taken to proceed with the
Bonasika-Boerasirie  scheme.  May I
express the lhope that similar seliemes
will he undertaken in other districts of
the Colony where it is proved that the
Iands arve capable of agricultural de-
velopment.  Steps have already  been
taken in eertain parts of the County
of Berhice, hnt we hope that not only
drainage schemes hut irrigation
schemes will also he nndertaken. Steps
should be taken to tap the Canje ereek
in order {o provide irrigation.
1read

T have
the motes of {he experts on the
question, but T think the sugar estates
on the Corentyne Coast have for many
vears provided their ewn irrigation and
drainage schemes. Why can’t Govern-
ment act similarly in certain specified
areas on the Corentyne and provide
its own permanent plant or, if need be,
make some arrangement with the
sugar estate proprietors who might
assist in flooding the lands which are
to be put under rice cultivation? T he-
lieve that one estate proposes to assist
the farmers in an irrigation scheme. Tt
is a very laudable act on the part of
the estate proprietors in  comning
to the rescue of those people who have
«nffered for vears.

Tt s

only by providing the

farmers with adequate drainage and
irrigation when required that we

can hope for a successful presecu

tion of the rice industry of this Colomy.
The East TIndians particularly have
laboured very hard indeed to build up
that  industry, and we Thope that
Fovernment will do everything in its
power to assist in the direction men-
tioned so that the farmers may be able
to ‘reap where they have sown, and
make heneficial use of their lands.



The development of the interior by a
railway will require a great amount of
capital. Tet wus undertake schemes
which are cuite near at hand. and where
we have a resident population. T
would rather see the people who are
settled on the coastlands given adequate
provision in order to keep their lands
heneficially occupied and contiguouns to
the sugar estates, so that they might be
able to devote some attention to their
farms. A land settlement scheme in the
interior would be a difficult question.

TWith regard to the mode of taxation
the statement has been made that we
should increase income tax and excess
profits tax. T think Your Excelleney has
vonr financial advisers. and I take it
that they are the best persons to put
hefore Your Excellency any scheme for
raisimg  money. There is no question
that the present situation demands
eneregy and resourcefulness, and Your
Excelleney should be placed in a posi-
tion to he able to put your finger on the
pulse of the Colony. In order to do
that  Your Txcelleney Thas visited
several parts of the Colony to see
things for vourself, and a good many
of those projects should bhe gone into
carefully by Your TExcelleney and steps

taken to formulate sach schemes as
would Denefit the peasantry of the
Colany.

There is no doubt thxt we have placed
our reliance on one industry—sugar. I
think it has been a saa policy of Govern-
ment to put all its egg~ into one basket.
While the sugar industry was in a
fiourishing position it was unfortunate
that other industries were mnot taken
into account with a view to having a
happy peasantry. I would like to see
a land settlement scheme under which
well drained lands could be given out
tn the people of the Colony, either in
lieti of return passages to Fast Indians,
or sold at a nominal sum. There are
certain settlements which have been
drained and given to immigrants in
lien of return passages. These settle-
ments have proved a success, as for
inetance the one on the Corentyne,

Lrasparive CouNcrin.
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When I see the number of ycuths who
apply for work at Governnient offices
and commercial houses day after day I
take the trouble to explain to them that
those places cannot absorhy the number
of children who are being turned out
of school. It is therefore the duty of
Government to provide scme post-
primary or some technical education
whereby those vouths mav become use-
ful citizens. That is a problem which
Your Execellency will have to face
sooner or later in this Coleny. There
iz also the problem of the ycung women
of the Colony. Efforts should he made
tn train them in some partienlar divee.
ticn. We have a Trade Centre in
Georgetnwn, and we are tryvine to do the
same thing in Berbice too. The Cana-
dian Mission at Pln. Albion has also
urdertaken work in that direction. We
are trvine to help ourselves, and Gav-
ernment will give whatever financial
aid  that lies in its power. Tt
is a  verv commendable effort om
the part of the Canadian DMission
Bodv., and  Yenr Toixeelleney  has
made reference to it in vour sneerh in
very comnlimentary terms \which shanld
he verv encouraging to the Rev. Mr.
Dickson.

We have lands suitable for rice cul-
tivation and suitable for the Grow
More Food Campaign. Your Excel-
lency visited New Amsterdam and spoke
Guite plainly on the situation. It 1is
clear that if we intend to proceed with
the plan we have in view we must have
the united support of the peonle of the
Colony and also Members of this Coun.
¢ii to go about, as T have been doing
recently, instructing the people on the
Iires they should pursue. A very good
start has been made, and land which
had been Iving idle for vears have now
been put into beneficial nccupation.

We also have the report by the
Committee of which Mr. Duke was
Chairman, which is worth going into
very carefullv in order to provide
security of tenure for rice farmers.
The existing conditions do not encour-
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age people to embark on any extension
of the rice industry. I know of certain
cases where lands are given out by
estates at very nominal rentals, the
estates providing irrigation for their
tenants. The water comes from the
Canje -creek, and means should be
adopted by Government under the
scheme to see that those areas are irri-
gated. ‘That would be a great induce-
ment to the people to enlarge their
cultivations. After all th2 rice indus-
try is one which should be supported
and maintained by Government because
it is of immense value to this Colony,
particularly at this juncture. This
Cclony should become the granary of
the West Indies. We have fertile
lands on the coast, and the population
is there already. I do urge that oreat
care should he taken to give every en-
couragement to the rice cultivators to
extend their production. If the sugar
estates can provide those peovle with
lands surely Government should in
seme measure also assist them to ex.
tend their enltivatiom.

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I desire to
ask you, sir, in view of ithe bombshell
you delivared to the Courcil with re-
gard to the sugar industry, that you
will keen Members fully informed of

all the details of the situation. There
i no doubt that this country

depends upon agriculture and sugar
above everything else. The situation
yvou have disclosed this morning is an
appalling one—that the public must
look forward to a enrtailment of ex-
penditure on the sugar estates. A
enrtailment on production up to abont
40 per cent. will mean—

Trr PRESIDENT: T did not say so.

Mr. WIGHT: I am putting it at 40
per cent. I was ‘told in the course
of a conversation that that is the
cstimate. Some of the estates will not
be affected, Dut the Ilarger ones will
have to enrtail production to that ex-
ient. The position is mot a simple
one. You have travelled about {ihe
Colony, sir, and seen for yourself. Tf
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the circulation of money in weekly
wages on the estates is reduwced, as it
naturally will be if production is cur-
tailed, it is going to be a sevious mat-
ier. Apart from that there will De
reduction of importation and reduction
of staff. The estates will not he get-
ting the mnecessary snpplies such as
hags and things of that kind. The
pesition is serioms, and T am asking
von, sir, to let us have the full details
as soon as they are available. You
ean  quite understand the eunrtailment
of work that is bonnd to result from
a reduction of produetion. The posi-
tiom is far more serious than yom have
told ws todav. T .can quite see that
vou are an optimist, and that vou hope
for the best, but T appeal to you to
give us such defails of the pro-
posed curtailment of the prodnetion of
sngar as are within vour knewledge.

Time PRESTDTNT: T preparved this
morning a préeig of the telegram T
rveeeived over the week-end, amonnting
to some six pages of closely typed
foolsean. T prepared that préeis mar-
tienlarly for the sngar producers of
British Guiana, and T am cireulating
a cony of it confidentially to Memhers
of the Council, giving sneh details as
T have. T think the hon. Member who
has iust spoken has mot quite appre-
ciated two things T did sayv this moru-
ing. One was that Tlis Majesty’s
Government will centinue to purchase
the whole sugar productionr in British
Guiana in 1943. Not omly that, Dut
the g@rinding of cane will go on in
1943 even if some of the sugar pro-
duced will not he shipped and, for all
T know, may have to be thrown away.

That is a verv generous concessiom
from the Home Government in re-
cognition of 1he serious social and

ceconomie  effeet of a shut down or
serious  curtailment of the sugarv
industry straight away from taday.

What T did say was that, followihig on
ihat, there must he a gradual reduction
of the acreage under sugar, and some
degree of refraining from re-planting.
There ave other things hanging by
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that, such as the inability to import
tertilizers, but I slhould also add that
in the telegram from the Secretary of
State it is very specifically stated that
this will in no way prejudice the rights
of this Colony as regards world sugar

production after the war. That is a
very great thing indeed, Dhecause on
that  depends  our future. I am per-

feetly certain that during the period of
the war the Tmperial Government will
sec us {hrough.

Mr. WIGIIT: T thank you, sirv, for
ille explanation, and T am patriotic
enough to Delieve that the British
yovernment will see us through, but
you must bhear in mind parviieularly
that  enlivation  will have to be
curtailed next vear. Tt is the curtail-
ment next vear for the year after that
I am drawing special attention to.

Mr. SEAFORD: T shonld tike to say
that ax regards 1043 it is admitted that
there has heen a very generous offer
on the part of the Tmperial Govern-
ment to pay for the amount of cane
already grown, but we would like to
know what are the prospects for 1944,
Ts the Colony going to be paid for the
same quantity of sugar as in 1943, or
will there be a reduction in the
quantity,  which  would mean a
reduction in planting 2 If there is a
reduction in planting in 1944 there
would be a reduction in wages paid out
as from January, 1943. If there is no
planting the whole structure of the
industry  would be undermined.
Although we are told—and we appre-
ciate the fact—that our post-war indus-
try will not be affected in any way it
ray take us about five vears to rebuild
that structure which will he destroved
by our inability to get fertilizers for
re-planting and other essential require-
ments for a sugar estate.

THE PRESIDENT: I am entirely
without knowledge of what degree of
payment there will be in 1944, but that
is one of the things we will have to
settle by and large. I am perfectly
certain that the whole question will
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have to be worked ouat between
Government and the sugar producers in
order to produce the lzast possible
damage to the Colony as a whole.

Mr. WOOLFORD : I gather from
the speeches of one hon. Member and
perhaps two, that there was some fear
that during Your Excellency’s regime
here you may come up against vested
ititerests. As I have a peirsonal recol-
lection of the circumstances I think it
would be well if T mentioned what took
place during the regime of Sir Alexan-
der Swettenham. There was a man-
ager of a sugar estate—PIn. Friends—
which was then owned by the Colonial
Cempany, and it was represented to the
Government that certain conditions’
existed there as regards tne personal
1elations of the staff with the Dast
Indian women on the estate. It was
well known that on every sugar estats
there were those illicit relations, and on
the initiative of the Indian Govern-
ment through the Authorities in
England (I do not think there was an
India Office then) instructions were
received by the Governor of the Colony,
Sir Alexander Swettenham, that unless
that condition of things ceased he should
withdraw every immigrant from the
sugar estate. In other words, the in-
dentured immigrants should be with-
dvawn from the particular estate and
every other estate where those condi-
tions existed. It had nothing to do
with the Government’s policy towards -
sugar or the interest of the general
public, or with economics. It was
simply represented that those conditions
should not be allowed to exist. Sir
Alexander Swettenham did come up
against the vested interests in a situa-
tion like that. In other words the Gov-
ernment of the Colony has frequently
to act contrary, perhaps, 'to the inter-
1esult of instructions from England. T
do not think there were many such
occasions,

Reference has also been made to an
incident that occurred during the re-
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gime of Sir Walter Egerton. It has
been said that he came up against
vested interests. Now the simple

position was this: that Sprostons had
a contract- with this Government for
the steamer services. They were paid
various sulysidies from time to time,
and when they asked for an increased
subsidy it was thought that it should
not be allowed, It so happened that
the Chairman of Sprostons was Mr.
Laing who was a member of the Ex-
ecutive Government. Sproslons were
heavily indebted to the British Guiana
Bank. and the Manager of the Bank
kriew perfectly well that unless those
subsidies were maintained it meant
rerhaps a very serious stale of affairs
at the Bank. The youager of the
Sprostons was at that time Chairman
of the Board of Directors of the Pank
—a very enterprising man whose hon.
esty was unimpaired. It therefore be-
came a domestic situation in which the
Governor had to act. Sir Walter Egerton
refused to may the increased subsidies
and proceeded to make arrangements
for a Government steamer service. In
circumstances like those it cannot be
said that the Governor should he
afraid to act on bis own initiative. Sir
Valter Egerton took what we thought
was a very proper decision, but when
he went to England anather
gituation arose.

serion=

It has often been said that there was
a petition prepared here and signed by
two Electives for the recall of Sir
Walter Egerton because the represen-
tatives of the people were npposed to
the construction of a railway to the
interior. Sir Walter Egerton did him-
self visit the interior, accompanied by
Mr. Bland, and make certain proposals
in London for the construction of a
railway from Georgetown tc the fron-
tier. The mistake that was made by
Sir Walter Egerton was a mistake of
judgment. I, as an Elected Member,
would have been quite prepared to sur-
render whatever  privileges  we  had
under that Constitution if ithat railway
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could have been built, but the situation
was this: that Sir Walter Egerton
never consulted with Members of the
l.egislature. He consulted 10 one in this
Colony. No one was even aware of the
proposal he was making to the Colonial
Office, but it was intimated by a
despatch that the only way in which
the Colonial Office would consider the
censtruction of a railway was if the
people of the Colony surrendered theiv
claim to the Constitution. It was the
way in which it was done rather than
the policy that was proposed hy Sir
Walter Egerton that brought him into
conflict with the Elective Section.

Those are things which are not like-
v to occur under the present Adminis-
tration. I know of no Guvernor who
kas made so many speeches in this
Chamber or to the puhblic, disclosing to
cveryone exactly the intentions of
Government, as you have done, sir. I
prersonally question the wisdom of
making a pronouncement of the kind
you made this morning without prepar.-
ing the public for it, .buz it is your
responsibility. It has produced results,
but I personally would like to see the
reaction of the planters to it. If serious
consequences do ensue it is going to be
thought, unless it iz corrected at once,.
that it is either the Government or the
Governor-in-Council that is responsible
for what might happen tn the sugar
industry. We all know it has nothing
to do with the local Government, and
I have risen primarily for the purpose
of saying that this policy is not one
initiated here, and I do hope that neo
cre in this Colony will tell the labour-
ers on the sugar estates that. That
is the kind of thing that is likely
to happen, and in one way I think Your
Juxcellency's announcement is likely to
do some good, but you have not said.
and no one has emphasized it, and what"
I am anxious to do is to see that no
mischief js caused among the people
who are likely to suffer as a result of

this policy Being carried perhaps into

1944,
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There is one other feature of. the
debate to which I would like to call
attention- The hon. Member for
Perbice River (Mr. Eleazar) has de-
prored that he has to rescrt to devious
raeans in order to seek an opportunity
to reply to the Governor’s speech, and
under cover of his motion the Colonial
Treasurer invited a general discussiorn
of policy. That procedure, in my
opinion, is undoubtedly wrong, and 1
hepe it will not be repeated. I think
vou will find that even after the
new Constitution what happened was
that immediately following the Gov-
ernor’s address any Member who
wished to discuss general volicy would
move the adjournment of the Council,
which gave him the exclusive right to
be the first speaker on the resumption.
in the days before the 1928 Constitu-
tion I may remind the hon. Member that
what happened was that a written reply
by the Electives to the Governor’s
speech was prepared by them and read
ny the Senior Elected Member. That
was the procedure under which the
tiectives outlined their agreement orv
disagreement with Government’s policy,
nut on the consideration of the Esti-
mates the debate would be confined
more or less to questions of revenue and
expenditure, and how far Government
pelicy dovetailed with that. There was
an opportunity for a general discus-
sion, and Members cannot compiain
that no opportunity was given them by
Government. They must take the ini-
tiative, as soon as the Governor has
concluded his -address, to move the ad-
journment of the Council.

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 was the Senior
Liected Member when the Council met
for the first time under the 1928 Con-
stitution, and Mr. Evan Wong came to
me, instructed by the Colonial Secre-
tery, and said: “You are no longer the
Senior Member; Mr. Austin is now the
Senior Unofficial Member and he is
geing to reply to the Governor’s
speech.”

Y.eaispativie CorxcrL.
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Mr. WOOLFORD: I nave prepared
many more replies to Governors’
speeches than I care to remember.
The point is that we are being asked to
implement this new Constitution, and !
am anxious to see the Elected Members
get back some of the privileges they
once had, but T am in very grave doubt
as to what is going to happen to the
censtitution of this Council unless the
members of this community are pre-
rared to address themselves to the con
sideration of public policy. I have said
before that very few people in this
Colony take any interest at all in what
happens in this Legislature. They do
not read the newspapers, and have not
the slightest idea of what is going on,
but you find from time to time a few
members of the community criticizing
those people who become Members of
this Council, yet they would not qualify
themselves. As Chairman of the Fran-
chise Commission I have not seen any
—1I would not say responsible person
but responsible representative of the
clements T am speaking of now. Not a
single person has appeared before that
Commission. Therefore, 1f the consti-
tiition of this Council is going to be
altered. the material has to be found
somewhere or somehow, and I very
much doubt whether it is going to be
the success that is anticipated by the
more radical members of the commun-
itv. unless men of some experience—not
old men but men of mature judgment
—found the time and leisure to fill the
vacant seats in this Council. I look
forward to the futnre with grave mis-
pivings as to men being found properly
qualified to sit in this Council.

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests) :
In view of what the hon. Member has
said I would like to say that I do not
think the hon. Member for Berbice
Ttiver (Mr. Eleazar) has any very
ereat complaint. I think the hon.
Member for New Amsterdam (Mr.
Woolford), the hon. Member for
Tastern Berbice (Mr. Luckhoo) and
myself are three of the remaining
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Members who were Members of the old
Legislature when the Constitution was
changed. I think the first sitting of
the new Council occupied {wo hours.
I think if reference is made to Hansard
(I remember counting it at the time
with some amusement) it would be
found that the hon. Member for Ber-
bice River (Mr. Eleazar) was on his
feet on eleven occasions during the first
two hours that the Council sat, whicn
surely was sufficient for anybody.

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 was not the only
Member of the Council who spoke.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: There is one
matter I would like to comment upon.
I refer to the motion in my name. It
seems to me that if we are going to
pass  the Dudeet as laid  before the
Council it may be necessary also’ to
consider the insertion of the sum men-
tioned in that motion rather than have
a supplementary estimate. I say so
because the motion as tabled is really
a corollary to one I have previously
moved in this Council, as a result of
which a Committee was appointed and
made certain recommendations. In
Finance Committee I indicated that I
proposed to table this motion. T en-
deavoured there to stress the point
seriously and without any bashfulness,
but with a certain amount of temerity
I insisted then that perhaps Govern-
ment would insert an item on the
estimate and make the necessary pro-

vision for the sum T have stated in my
motion.

With regard to the sugar situation
I think I will await the opportunity
of seeing Your Txcellency’s précis
on the subject, Dbecause there is one
question  which rather agitates my
mind, and that is whether the suggested
cartailment will bhe confined to this
Ccelony or there will he a general cur-
tailment of production in the sugar
producing units of the British Empire?

Trnr PRESIDENT: No, it will be
general. In some of the American
territories it will he even greater than
in the British territories.

2 DeceMeER, 1942.
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Myr. McDAVID: It is not usual for
the mover of this motion to make any
specific reply to the speeches made on
the Budget and on Your Excellency’s

Address.  Those speéches usually cover
& verv wide field, sometimes being
rather  vagne and in general terms.

On this occeasion, however, I wizh to
make a few remarks with respect to
some of the points made, and also make
some comments of my own in regard to
the Budeet Statement. itself. T did say
at the opeuing of the statement that:

“We are fortunate in that this Colony
Las suffered so far no major disturbance
with respect to its basie indnstries. certain
of which have. in fact, pregressed mate-
rially as the result of the war.”

T much regret that within two weeks
we should have had this announcement
of what is a very major disturbance in
regard to our most important industry
which might have its effect on the bud-
get. You have said, sir, that its eflect
on revenue mayv beceme apparent in
the latter part of 1913, That may Dhe
g0, and therefore to that extent my
budget picture ix not as happy as it
looked when I presented it.

Secondly, T went on to say in the
Budget Statement that no additional
taxation was proposed for 1943. That
is still true, but I think T ought to say
that quite recently a telegram was re-
ceived frem the Secretary of State com-
menting on the budget, and one of his
comments  was a  suggestion that we
might have considered increasing income
tax with a view to safeguarding our
surplus. That matter is still under
comsideration, but I just make this
statement Dbecause I must issue the
warning that it is possible that we
might have to come back to this Coun-
cil with proposals for an increase in
taxation. Tncome tax has got to a stage
now when, if it is carried very much
higher, we will have to consider the
whole framework of our fiscal taxation.
There is ne doubt about it that this
Colony and the West Indian Colonies
have framed their fiscal system on in-
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direct taxation, and it we are to adopt
direct taxation as our main revenue
basis we shall have to go intc the
whole policy and possibly vevise the
whole systemn with expert assistance.
T can say no more on the subject of
income tax, Dut it does answer the
point made by the hon. Member for
North-Wesiern Distriet  (Mr. Jacob)
with regavd to income tax.

The hon. Member for Berbice River
(Mr. Eleazar) dealt more specifically
with Your Excelleneys Address than
with the Budget, therefore I am mnot
coing to (ry to answer any of the
points he made. T would like, however,
to say that as a- citizen of the Colony
born here, T deprecate the constaut use
of what 1 call cliché.  We always talk
about the “parlous condition of the
Colony” and this “Dbenighted country™.
After all we are not so Dbadly off,
in spite of the announcement which
was made this morning. Things have
not gone so badly with British Guiana
ws o with  other parts of the Empire.
I o ask the hon. Member not to go
on using those words. We will con-
tinue to believe ourselves to be benight-
ed if those words are cmphasized so
often in public.

The hon. Member went on to
criticize Government for mnot yet
planning any post-war policy. I, as a

public officer, have heen unable to «digest
all the reports which are being poured
cut—huge printed volu.nes on social
services, agricultural development, edu-
cation, drainage and irrigation, and all
sorts of reports by experts sent here by

the Colonial Office and Sir Frank
Stockdale’s organization. I have not
yet Dbeen able to even complete

reading those reports which deal with
extensive planning. I think the hon.
Meniber should himself try to read and
satisfy himself that those reports do
deal with plans for the future of the
Coleny,

Lecistarive. CouNcrL.
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The hon. Member for Central Den.
erara (Mr. deAguiar) did attempt to
deal with the budget in' a somewhat
superficial manner. Ie merely deducted
one column from another and arrived
at a figure which showed an inerease in
the actnal expenditure for this vear,
which he ealled the revised estimate,
over the approved estimate. Then he
went on to deplore the Tack of a seienti-
fie framing of estimates of expnditure.
In these days of rising costs. to azk us
o plan our expenditure scientifically
is something which T for ane am unabhle
to do. T doulht whether even in Water
Street, there is scientific planning of
expenditure. Te referred to the differ-
ence between the revised estimate and
the approved estimate of something
like a million dollars, hut this inerease
is in fact spread over abeut four or five
items only.

On Colonial  Emergeney  Measures
there is an inerease of $197,000, sub-
sidization $300,000 and on  Transport
and Harbours there is an increase
of $93.500, due almost entirely to the
increased cost of supplies, materials
and fuel. Then there is an increase in
war honus of $156,000. and 1his Council
very generously undertook to refund
the temporary increases which were
withheld from civil servants some vears
nﬁn. There is also an increase in the

dietary vote for the Hospitals of
$40,000, which is something entirely
bevond control.  These items alone

{total $976,000. That is my answer to
the charge ef lack of scientific planning
of our expenditure.

The hon. Member referred to taxa-
tion and he seemed to imply that there
has Deen a growth of taxation during
the last few years. The inference I
draw is that on account of this increas-
ed expenditure there has heen also a
great increase in taxaton. I would like
to say that what has taken place since
the war is that the inerease in taxation
has heen an increase in Export Duty on
Gold and Bauxite, an increase of five
cents per gallon on Petroleum and two
miner inereases on the Royaltr on
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Timber, and Telephone Rents.  Apart
from that we have an increasze of
Income Tax; that has gone up
approximately 100 per ecent.  Those
arc all the increases that have taken
place in taxation. There is one point
affecting Customs. which, I think, was
mentioned hy  one Thon. Member. and
that is that the ad ralorem duties on
the higher cost of articles in them«elves
impose a higher burden on the poor.
But to say there has heen a great
increase in taxation during the war is
net correct.

The hon. Member referred to Sub-
«idization and, although he withdrew
his  remark that {lere was some

disguised reason for not including it in
the bndget. T think T should refer to it.
T had moved a resolution in this Coun-
cil during the course of this year for
the approval of an expenditure of
$300,000 for Subsidization and I gave
an undertaking on hehalf of Govern
ment that mnothing would be included
in the Toxtimates or any provision made
for 1943 until the whole policy was put
before Council again at the end of this
wear. That heing the ecase, T {hink it
is  correct that mo sum should he
included in the Budget nunless and until
this Conneil has had an opportunity of
debating and passing another resoln-
tion on the snhject. That is the sole
reason for excluding any item under
the head of Subsidization from the
Estimates for 1943.

The hon. Member made a small
point’ in regard to the framework
of the Kstimates and asked for a
change—that  ‘“approved estimates”
be changed to ‘‘revised estimates”.
These estimates arve framed in aeccord-
ulations and set

, ; 1‘41’@ tion in the
£ } equned of all C s, T will,
gevel go into the mat®@d) and see

can meet the hon. Merr‘ﬁ_ r in some
Wiy or other. The hon. Mgmber alsn
ade some remarks about tife Commod.
r Control. I do, xot

2 DEcEMBER,
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him that when I spoke ¢ the motion
tor the granting of a working capital
of $1,000,000 to the Commodity I
pointed out that the whole trend of
economic control abroad makes it essen-
tial that we should ourseives have an
organization fit to take advantage of
opportunities offered in getting sup-
rlies, as without such an organization
we will not get them. I am very glad
to be able to say that we in this Colony
Lave advanced so far that in some
vespects we are farther ahead than
cther places. We are meore prepared
to-day to take advantage of {he Colonial
Supplies Commission which has Dbeen
sent abroad for supplying the Colonies.

Coming to the remarks of the hon.
Member for North-Western District
(Mr. Jacob), he referred to two points
—one was the question 2f redemption
and conversion of public loans. If there
is anything I have been very -careful
albiout since I came to the Treasury is
to take every single advantage of an
cpportunity to redeem and convert
public loans in order to secure a reduc-
tion in the charges. Within the last
seven to eight years we have succeeded
in removing a very large sum from the
Annual Estimates by virtue of those
operations.  We have lost .no oppor-
tunity whatever in effeciing conver-
sions. Obviously we cannct renay debt
at any time, No loan is made in that
way. There are always prescribed
dates when redemption may take effect,
and whenever these dates arrive this
Goverment takes advantage of them. [
em very pleased indeed to state that
the last operation was so successful as
to reduce our Debt Charges by $90,000
rer annum.

On the question of the nse of surplus
halances, the hon. Member was extreme-
Iy critical and suggested that the sur-
plus should be used to finance the com-
mercial transactions of the Rice Mar.
keting and Commodity Control Boards.
That is a very controversial subject.
My view is that the commercial trans-
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actions of the Rice Marvketing Board
should be financial in a commercial
way. There are Regulations providing
10y the raising of the working capitai
or the Board by hypothecating the rice
i stock, and I am very doubtful alyput
recommending the use of any part oi
our surplus for financing jpurchases of
rice by the Board. After all, it is the
Rice Industry which is involved and I
cannot see why it cannot bear a fair
interest charge on its commercial trans-
actions. As regards the transactions
of the Commodity Control, we have not
ectually borrowed any money but there
are numerous transactions which have
to he financed by the Banks. Letters
of Credit have to be established, and
these at present represent the debt
of the Commodity Control organization.
1 do not think at the moment it would
be wise for this Government to allow
surplus balances to be used in that way
unless it is absolutely necessary and
unless proper financing arrangements
cannot Le made in the normal com-
mercial way.

The hon. Member also referred to
the question of Bank Rates. Perhaps
1 understood him wrongiy. He wants
tn know why Government did not issue
long before Bank Notes to the amount
referred to now. Of course, it is a
matter of demand and supply. Bank
Notes are not issued unless there is the
public demand and there must be sterl-
ing given in exchange for those notes.
You cannot just issue Bank Notes
ctherwise there will be what is known
as inflation. I will say thisz : I am very
glad that the opportunity has now
come for the Government Currency
Notes to come into their ewn. I hope
I am not telling any secret when I say
they are rapidly taking the place of
Bank Notes, and I sincerely trust they
will continue to do so. With regard to
cne Bank at least, their notes are issued
urder Royal Charter and the conditions
of that Charter will have lo remain in
faorce,

2 DrceMeer,

1912, Budget Debate 102

On the question of sugar duty, the
hon. Member said that it should be
taken off and, I think, his reason for
that is that it now applies in the price.
That is not so at all. The Excise duty
cn sugar was formerly part of the price
but the Council removed that old Ex-
cise duty on sugar. We reduced the
rrice by one cent per lb. and then
reintroduced a new Excise duty which
falls entirely on the sugar producer and
has no relation to the price at all.
Therefore nothing would happen if the
duty is removed except that revenue
would lose. It would not effect a re-
duction in the price.

I do not think, sir, it is necessary for
rie to deal with any other specific
point made. I want to conclude by
faying how grateful Government is to
hon. Members of Council who attended
ithe meetings of the Finance Commit-
tee and examined the Estinates so care-
fully. I hope that it will not be neces-
sary in Council now to sperd as much
time as had been spent on previous
occasions in going into the details. I
beg to move that the Council go into
Committee to consider the Estimates.

THE PRESIDENT: Before putting
the question there are just one or two
comments on the remarks made by
hon. Members I would like to make.
I must express appreciation of the hon.
Celonial Treasurer for covering so fully
a number of points on which I had
riade notes myself. I am sorry to hear
that the hon. Member for Berbice
River feels hurt that an opportunity
has not been given for a more formal
1eply to my own speech, az he calls it,
“from the Threne ™. l have
accustomed to such 1act1ce in
another Colony and‘f u'lsed to ‘feel gen-
crally I was ]et in for another speech
I have no obJectlon to the practice. OnA
this occasion I had better make a con-’ .
fession to  'hon. Members
address.was not made in Full a fortnight
ago. Had I used all Jny notes I should
have gone over the hour and-as I saw

heen

that my
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the hands of the clock creeping around
towards 12 o’clock I thought I should
drop something out and proceeded to
do so. Had I spoken iun full perhaps
some questions made woltild have been
answered there. If hon. Members think
it preferable to follow the old practice
it is a matter for them.

I listened with a great deal of interest
ty the comments of the hen. Member
for Berlrice River (Mr. Eleazar) on my
speech. He found it provocative, and
it was meant to be provocative. I am
elad to find that it has stirred response
in the hon. Member's mind. 1 would
like to express my appreciation of the
remarks of the hon. Member for Cen-
tral Demerara (Mr, de Aguiar), who
started by expressing his own apprecia-
tion of one or two things in the fram-
ing of the Budget and the opportunity
given to prosecute a detailed enquiry
a2s to details. On behalf of the hon.
Colonial Treasurer and myself I would
like to cxpress our appreciation to
those Members who attended the meet-
ings of Alie IMinance Committee and.
particularly the hon. Member for Cen-
tral Demerara, for the intelligent and
thorough interest shown in our Budget.

Not that I am going to object to one
or two things said. He accused us of
having framed an unscientific Budget
and the Thon. Colonial Treasurer
accused him of Dbeing superficial. My
note is that he was “schoolmasterly”
lecturing us for mot producing a
scientific Budget just as if we were in
times of peace and our main industries
were going strong. TTe forgot that it
it under conditions of war we are
budgeting and there are numerons
things which eron up.that Govermment
has to face, all of which mean finaneing
of some kind. T mderstand he objects
to onr calling Members together at
short notice to ask for a special vote.
What clse can we do? T can go on, as
some one said, or endeavour to take
Members into myv  econfidence even at
short notice and put up a case at short
notice. T express my appreciation to
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those Members who are able to attend
meetings in Committee, I know, very
often at short notice.

The Thon. Member made some com-
plaint about the Commodity Control
zoing too fast and said it sheuld he
going a little more gradually. My

arievance in this Colony is that in very
few quarters T find the community
ready to gear themselves up to the war
tempo. T Thave complained Dbitterly
about ceriain things in the Giovernment
Service and T wrote two had-tempered
minutes this morning before coming
here, but outside the Government
Service T find something of the same
kind. We have got {o gear our tempo
right up. We simply have got to go
on with these first things. We have
got on the wrong foot more than ance
in the last six months. T much rather
we went toe fast than too slow. T did
also try to eateh ont the hon. Member

on two occasions  insinuating  or
accusing  us  of  dishonesty. T know
very well he did not mean that. e

said we had taken the opportunity to
transfer deductions of centain expendi-
ture on the recurrent side from some
Dheads and at the same time to increase
reemrrent expenditure under those heads.
That does sound a little dishonest. but
e went on to sav that was not what
e meant. IIe made a perfectly good
explanation. I Lknow that was mnot
what he meant and our homesty is not
impugned, and I appreciate the real
interest he has shown in our Budget.

The Thon. Member for New Amster
dam (Mr. Woolford) indicated that T
was. perhaps, premature in letting out
4 bombshell this morning ahout sugarv
production. T did so heeause T felt it a
little hit unfair to go into a discussion
on the general principles of the Budget
without Members having some know-
ledge of what the position is. There is
nothing mew about it. Tt has been
with ms six to seven months, Dbut
now we do know there is no hope of
carly improvement and we have to turn
around and make disposition accord-
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ingly. 1 would be exceedingly sorry
shonld there be any misvepresentation.
either -as 1o what this Government is
doing about it or that it is going to
mean that some serious situation will
be created. Yom, know perfectly well
what the facts arve. Tt is a matter
of shipping. Tt says the American
tonnage coming here will continue to
load Dhauxite exclusively and there
will not Dbe very much either British
or other National ships coming te
Georgetown, and the maximum use to
he made of that tonmage for shipping
sngar is very likely to De limited. Tt
is not a question of deliherate policy
or this Government or the Home Gov-
ornment or anyone else, it is pri
marily a matter of shipping, and
secondly that on account of the
rationing on which the United Kingdom
and the other Nations have placed
themselves they do mnot require our
wngar: we can use it ourselves if
we can. Tt means planning Dbelweer
cveryvone concerned, and we will make
the Dbest of such planning so that such
things as we have got to do will he on
the footing, as far as possible to be. of
long term henefit fo this Colony.

Some  remurks
nroposal  to
I appreciate

were made on  the
create o Reserve Fund.
the point made by the
Lon. AMember for Central Demerara
amd the opinion of the hon. Membhep
for North-Western District (Mr.
Jacob). I am not guilty myself of this
proposal. The Treasurer is. I like him
to have his say, and he has put it in. T
am not perfectly certain I am convinced
that in our present nosition a reserve
fund is such a valuable institution.
{ rather reminds me of a little boy
putting his pennies in the Post Offics
Savings Bank. In another Colony with
a lareer revenune in which T served
we had a reserve fund of £2,000,000.
That was worth while, a large sum of
money, but we were able to do it.
Whether it is worth while in our case
in British Guiana. T have an open mind
at the moment. 1 sympathize to some
Adegree with what has beeu said by the
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hon. Member for North-Western Dis-
trict, in that under present circum-
stances we cannot afford heavy ex-
prenditure.

The matter of a possible revision of
our svstem of raising revenue has been
raised by the Treasurer. It has been
raised, I think, to meet a sugoestion
from the Secretary of State. What T
would like to say is, that whatever
position we are going to find ourselves
in as the result of our efforts towards
meeting the emergency of war-time, we
should not hold our hand in pursuing
long view policies hut take the ovnar-
tunity to plan rcertain things for the
feture, which we must foilow and on
which we must expend.

1 propose to put the auestion “That
the Council o0 into Committee and
censider the Estimates in detail.”

Question put, and agreed to.

Council in Committee,

LESTIMATES, 1048

Mr. MecDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
In view of the detailed examination
which has taken place in recard to the
Fstimates I propose that the whole of
each ITead be put as a motion. If that
is approved T would move thai the
Head “Governor™ be passed.

Question put, and agreed to.

LEGISLATURE.

Mr. JACOB: I trust that the yearly
privilege granted to Members of Council
to speak on the Estimates will not be
r1gidly curtailed. It is necessary that
something appears in the Hansard. I
do not know if it is Government’s idea
that lack of paper is one of the reasons
that  there should .not be the usual
speeches in this Legislature when the
Annual Estimates come up for con-
gideration. For my own part T propose
tc exercise the privileges T have. I do
not talk too lengthily. I think I always
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gpeak to the point. I waunt to say as 1
had referred to it during the discussion

of the previous motion that the Consti-

tution of this Council should be changed
very rapidly. An ideal thing for
this Colony is that there should be a
Legislature composed of 25 Elected
Members, and the absence of certain

Nominated Members here tends to
show that too. We have always
spoken here about this Legislature

Leing the mouthpiece of the whole
Colony. TIf the people's representatives
in thig Council are not here then it
cannot be argued that an Elected
Legislature composed of representatives
of 39 of the population of the Colony
is considered representative. It has
heen argued that the Nominated Mem-
hers represent those persons who are
not represented here by Klected Mem-
hers. At the moment there are only
two Nominated Members present and,
T am certain, it cannot be disputed that
the Members in this Council do not
represent the neople of this Colony.
I just make those remarks to let them
remain on record to show that as far as
I am concerned T am not in favour of
this Legislature continuing to be
composed as it is.

AGRICULTURE.

Mr. MecDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
I move that the total of this
Head be increased by $6C0 in accora-
ance with the Report of the Finance
Committee and the total be now carried
out at $169,629.

Mr. ELEAZAR: This Department
is one which year(after year comes
in for sharp criticism, and it seems as
if one intends to be personal in doing
so but it is far from that. Here we
have a Department whose expenditure
has been increasing from year to year.
It is now treble the amount it was on
the Estimates when the present Head
took charge of that Department and
started to organize it, and I make bold
to say that the Colony has not received
benefit from half of that expenditure.
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We have got all kinds of ‘ologists in the
Department. It is true that we have
got some increased yield of Rice, but
that is not due to the Department. 1
kave not seen one item in the Depart-
ment’s estimates for the preparation of
ricelands or for helping the rice-farm-
ers in any form or shape. The sugar
planters have taken their industry in
their own hands and they have their
own scientific method to carry them
through and are pursuing it, but the
Department takes credit for all. Tha
Department knows it is not their own
cdoing and, as a matter of fact, the gen-
eral public is not satisfied but Govern-
nient is gratified. Tt is only a case of
knowledge of “subtraction” but no
knowledge of “sheep”. Anything one
propounds that does not come from the
Head of the Department, and there are
very few things which come out of the
Department, you are told “This thing
cannot be.” If it is somethine tn grow
you are told “It cannot grow in this
country.” If it is somcthina to be
mannfactured, you are told “Tt will no*
pav.”  That is what we have heen
getting for the increase nf exnenditure
year after year on this Department.

I must mention this matter here
hecause it is something which is very
largely in my mind. Not so very
many years ago it was a criminal
offence to attempt to grow tobacco in
this Colony. If this country could
not grow it why <should it be
necessary for anybody to be punished
for growing it? After some agitation
the ban was lifted but n» one was per-
mitted to plant more than a quarter of
an acre. That ban was later lifted and
at once people all over the country
started to plant tobacco, but what was
the difficulty they had ? When they
grew the plant and brought the leaves
to market the market was glutted
because they did not understand
how to cure the tobacco. Some
of them tried and ended up with
dry leaves. It broke some of
them completely. Those who went into
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it largely lost all they had and had to
give it up. Others are stili struggling
with it. Then it was argued in this
Council and Government was asked to
get a person here for the purpose and
no other than of curing tcbacco. Many
people had grown the leaves but they
wanted to know how to make them
into tobacco that can be used. Repre-
sentation was made to the Colonial Of-
fice and we had a grant given us to get
a person to come here for a period of
three years and teach us how to cure
tobacco.  Shortly after that a gentle-
man came here and naturally those
.persons who were doing this thing on
their own before then rushed to him
and enquired of him if he would help
fhem to cure their tobacco. TTe told them
e did not know a thing abhout curing
tobacco and all that he knew was about
the growing of it in the field. They were
men of substance—one was the Direc-
tor of a Limited Company in Berbice
and another was the principal Director
and owner of the Acme lronmongery
in Berbice. Those two gentlemen had
been dabbling in tobacco-growing for a
censiderable time but weve beaten by
the curing of the tobacen. Although
that report was made to this Govern.
ment that gentleman was allowed to
remain here.

Professor DASH (Director of Agri-
culture) : T must rise to a point of cor-
rection! Every vear since the Tobacco
Oflicer came here the hon. Member
has been making that statement. [t is
absolutely untrue. The Taobacco Officer
is one of the largest tohacco-growers
in the Empire and he is fully versed
in all stages of th2 cultivation and cur-
ing of tobacco. As a matter of fact
the curing he has done here under
difficult conditions is extraordinarily
good. Hon. Members should not get
up here and make statements which are
net correct.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am bound to
repeat them. Mr. Correga is there. 1
have come here and made the state-
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ment time after time and 1 was willing
10 call the names of the persons concern-
ed, but the hon. Director had not the
courage to get up here and contradict
until the Officer. had gone. That
Officer has come and gone and all that
ve have got is : Tobacco cannot
grow anywhere in this Colony and it
ia therefore no use growing tobacco
in British Guiana. That is what we
have got. Where are his credentials
as a tobacco exnert, except that he
comes from growing tobacco in Nyasa-
land, and that he can tell us we cannot
grow tobacco here ? Wher he made
his report this Council krew nothing
about it, but I see a document called a
precis is sent out. I do not know fram
where. I do not know who is the
avthor.

THE CHAIRMAN:
done at my direction.

The precis was

Mr. ELEAZAR: I think Your
Excelleney  did  very  well T commen:]
vou for it. but where is the report ?
Fut for that precis we would not
have had a word of the report, thanks
to your interest and candour. You do
not agree to hide anvthing in these
matters. Here we have a nrecis, but
where is the report ? There is not a
man in the country who can say that
the Officer taught him to cure tobacco,
thoueh he found it difficult on account
of climatic conditions or otherwise.

Your Excellency, there is another
thing T wish to refer to. It is some.
thing I know is very near to your heart
firom the energy I see you are putting
into it, wvour determination that it
should succeed and also your expression
of opinion more than once that you
hope it will continue and will he a bless-
ing to the country after the war. T am
referring to the Grow More Food Cam-
paign. But  Your Excellency will
excuse me, as I think it is my duty to
assure you that with very much less
energy very much more can be achieved
because the thing is progressing not
enitirely according to the conception of
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persons who addressed their minds to it
in the first instance. The farming
community of this country, outside the
sugar planters, have  been almost in
utter despair and have been so for s
considerable time owing to the several
difficulties  which they have to
encounter in order to get something
from the soil. It was conceived in the
first instance that attention would have
been directed towards removing those
difficulties as far as possiblle wherever
they existed—and they exist almost
all over the country—and that the
increased prices brought about through
the war would have been am incentive
te increased production. T cannot say
that nothing has been done in this
c¢irection, but I can say that not suffi-
cient has been done. It is true that
we hope to get very much more pro.
duction all round by reason of the
energy and effort which Your Excel.
lency is putting forward now.

The sugar estates have during this
emergency come to the rescue by
putting in laree aveas of their nroperty
vnder food production, but that will
onlvy last until the end of the war.
After the war what? Are the farmers
who have Dbeen strugeling all the time
to be left in the same condition?
Don’t you think that money should
be spent so that the conditions under
which they have been suffering so lona
should be removed, their lands drained,
empoldered and irrigated where
possitlle ? The people have only been
told to go on planting and they will
get prizes for the best field. This is
not a ecriticism. What T am doing
is more than that. I am asking Gov-
ernment to address its mind to that
phase of the question — the improve-
ment of the condition of the peopl:
generally, the small farmers general-
ly. Before this anxiety to give
prizes to the best farmer which alone
will not produce the best farm, why not
spend something more on the general
improvement of the conditions of the
farmer ? Do not rest on the increased
(uantity of foodstuffs which will he
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produced by the campaign, a quantity
in which the sugar estates also play a
part, because the estates are bound to
give it up. It is not their buriness; they
Lave only come into it through the
emergency, but as soon as normal times
return they will return to their ordin-
ary business and the farmers will be
left exactly where they were before.
That is what T am asking Government
to see after.

I see a large increase in the estimates
of this Department for an increased
number of  Instructors. That s
according to plan, but I do not know
that  bhavine wmade that plan it is
what it ought to be, because I see one
cr two youngsters, apprentices, are to
be sent out into the districts. What
Las really struck me is that for the
rresent at least some comparatively
vonng men who had been working in
that Department, men who know the
districts and all the difficulties the
reople have been experiencing, can be
employed to work among the people in
the districts, who they know and among
whom they had worked, so as to assist
thiem in removing their difficulties and
10 instruct them as to what should he
done. ‘Those are things which should
be done. T thank Your Excellency for
the mersonal interest yvou have taken
in this thing. It is a gracious act on
your part to devote so muech of your
time in running around the country
and encouraging the people to plant
and get something out of the soil.

Mr. LEE : I would like to know
exactly whether Your Exceilency is fix-
ing a time for the debate on each item.

THE CHAIRMAN: Does the hon.
Member wish to discuss the whole
Head ? We have not put any particu-
iar time.

Mr. LEE: But is it tke rule that
the debate should be of a certain dura-
tion ?

THE CHAIRMAN: I have power
under the Rules to fix the time,
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Mr. LEE: I would like to say that
no time should be put because it wouid
in a way force a Member to curtail his
speech and many things which he
intended to sav, perhaps in his hurry
to get through, would be ieft out and
those things might perhaps be of great
assistance to Government. Apart from
that, T was looking throughk the Stand-
ing Rules of this Council and did not
see where power is vested in Your
Excellency to limit the time of debate.
If it is so, T would not like it to be said
that as President vou have the power—

THE CHAIRMAN:
power under Rule 26.

Yes, I have

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to
interrupt the hon. Member to inform
him that T do not think the Rules
preclude me from exercising my right
to have the question put. Any Member
sitting around this table has the right
to ask that the question be put, so that
the length of time anticipated by the
hon. Member and his cclleague to
cccupy this Council with unnecessary
cetailg can be curtailed. T just sound
that note of warning. I shall use my
privilege to ask that the question be
put. The hon. Member may be right
as regards Your Excellency putting the
question.

THE CHAIRMAN: A motion Iis
before the Council and I can fix the
time to put it.

Mr. LEE: We are in the Commit-
tee stage. It is not a case that we are
discussing a motion. The motion has
heen already moved and accepted by
Council, and we are in the Committee
slage to discuss it.

THE CHAIRMAN: I will not sup-
press the hon. Member if he wants to
go into details, but I want us to get on
with the business and these Rules give
me certain powers which I may use.

Mr. LEE: There is no Rule in the
Standing Rules and Orders of this
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@&ouncil to the effect thal when a
motion is in the Committee stage Your
Excellency can fix the time of debate.

THE CHAIRMAN: Subject to what
the hon. Attorney-Generai advises this
Jile seems to cover it.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: It seems to me
that if Your Excellency has not got the
power it can be easily be circumvented
hy the hon. Colonial Secretary on your
right or the hon. Attornev-General on
your left moving that the question be
put. If that is done the whole thing
collapses. Whether Your Excellency
has or has not the power, that can be
circumvented by the application of
Rule 25.

Mr. WOOLFORD: The Rules are
rerfectly clear on the subject. It does
rot matter whether the Council is in
Committee or not, the words ‘That the
question be now put” are in effect a
motion. If vou look at Rule 13 (j) it
says the motion “that the question be
now put” can be moved by the Presi-
dent or anv Member at any time and
without notice.

Mr. LEE: What I am saying is that
if you put on record something that is
Leing done in the Council where Your
Eixcellency has not got power I must
try my best to see whether T am right
in my view or you are right. T would
like to be informed as the Committee
stands now whether Your Excellency
can fix a time-limit for a Member to
speak on any subject.

THE CHAIRMAN: I cannot limit an
individual Member. That requires a
limiting resolution by the other Mem-
bers themselves. I can, however, invite
them to do so. I can put the question
at a certain time.

Mr. Lee: I am glad for the explana-
tion.

THE CHAIRMAN: If any Member
wishes to speak I can extend the time.
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Mr. JACOB: I quite understand th.c
rosition, Your Excellency. I did not
quite like the suggestion made by the
hon. Member tor Westeri Essequebo
that either the hon. Colorial Secretary
or the hon. Attorney-General should
2id you in circumventing the Rules of
this Legislature.

THE CHAIRMAN: I need not accept
their aid if the thing is within the con-
fines of the Rules of the Council.

Mr. JACOB: 1 desire to speak on
Head III—Agriculture. I did not
aitend the meetings of the Select Com-
mittee and, as I said when we started,
I will endeavour to exercise all the
privileges I have as a Member of this
Council. T have in my hand a copy of
the Hansard of the House of Commons
of the 17th June, 1942. I notice thers
that certain questions were raised by
Mr. Mathers in regard to the Colonial
Development  Schemes in  British
Guiana. Mr. Mathers—

"THE CHAIRMAN: I ~an take no
notice of what yvou are raading. I re-
quire to see it.

Copy  submitted and  permission
given for quotation therefrom.

Mr. JACOB: The report states :—

“Mr. Mathers asked the Under-Secretary
of State for the Colonies whether he is
aware of the dissatisfaction in British
Guiana regarding the smallness of the
sums granted under the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Act: why the proposals
of the Welfare Commission are not dis-
cussed in the Legislative Councily who wish
to see progress made with Iand settlement
and workers’ housing =schemes : and
wlhiether he will ensure that cuhstantial
advance is made in these directions.”

It is the privilege of Members to
raise all matters in this Council at the
Annual Session. My point is that we
should not at this stage ¢f our Consti-
tution be restricted. I have varioug
matters to raise umnider this Head.

THE CHAIRMAN: If vou let me
hear them I would not suppress you.
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Mr. JACOB: Thank you. That
znswers my friend, the hon. Member
for Western Essequebo. Duaring the
motion on the Budget I asked, and
I have done so on several occasions
previously, for the rates of interest
hat the Rice Marketing Board pays
and I have not been given the figures.

THE CHAIRMAN: The Rice Market-
ihg Board does not come under this
Head at all.

Mr. JACOB: Is Your Excellency
ruling that rice is not an agricultural
product ? I cannot understand whas
is the reason for not disclosing this
matter.

THE CHAIRMAN: Are vou still on
{he Rice Marketing Board ?

Mr. JACOB: Yes, Sir.

Trie CITATRMAN: T will give you

an opportunity on some ciher occasion
te raise it.

Mr. JACOB: Very well, sir. *I wish
t0 make reference in gencral terms to
Food Production and to place on
record here certain data collected in
regard to various items of fcod grown
under the direction of the Department
of Agriculture or the Director of Agri
culture. I have got the prices of
lacally grown food on thz 17th August
sand on the 1st December and the
nainimum prices fixed hv the TFood
Production Committee, and I would
like to place them on rezord also so
that we can see what nrogress has been
made in regard to the nroduction of
food and the prices. The facts are
these:—

On the 17th August at the Govern-
ment Produce Depot the price of plan-
tuins was four cents per ih.,, and on the
Ist December it was three cents per 1b.
vwhile the minimum guaranteed wvrice

"~ fixed hy Government was one cent per

lo.  The prices of the other articles
were—
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17th August
Tannias 9c, per 1b.
Eddoes 6c.
Buck Yams . 12c.
Sweet Cassava 4c. ,,
Sweet Potatoes Se.
Dried Corn ... 32c. gallon
Black Eye Peas 20c. .,
Mr. bDE AGUTIAR: T do rot want to

interrupt the hon. Member, but is his
list much longer than that ?

Mr. JACOB: No, I am at the end.
I cannot understand this uneasiness.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I went to know
what is the point at issue, T know all
those prices. I want to know what he
is driving at.

Mr, JACOB: I have not been able
to quite follow what the last speaker
said. We are hearing every day about
increasing production of fond of every
kind, but so far as I have been able
to ascertain in Georgetown and various
parts of the country districts there is
very little increased production and
prices are abnormally hizh. I would
Iike to be assured as to when there will
te normal production and prices wiil
hecome normal. I think I have a right
to speak on Rice under this Depart-
ment.—

‘THE CHAIRMAN: I am going to
adjourn the discussion now. There are
two moints to be dealt -with before 4
¢’clock—the next motion <tanding in
the name of the Colonial Secretary
ahant the Bishops’ TTigh School for
Girls arising out of the discussion in
Finance Committee on Monday last.
We said then that the best thing would
he to appoint a Committee of the Legis-
lative Council to consider the numerous
questions of detail which would crop
up and that Committee would be able
to advise this Council when we come
to consider the substantive motion.

The Council resumed.

LEGISLATIVE COU RCIL.

1st December
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Minimum Guaranteed

Price.
Sc per 1b. 2.1/7c. per 1b.
6e. .. ., ic. 2
12c. ,, 3 c.
3e. ., . i, o,
Ge. ., ., 2¢ . o,
14ec. ,, . 5 c.
80c. ,, gallon 16ec. per gallom

Brsirors” Hicrr Scuoon ror GIRLS.

Tng COLONTIAT, SECRETARY : I
move that the resolution standing in
my name be postponed and thut a
Select  Committee of this Council be
appeinted to consider the proposal that
the Bishops® High School for Girls
should be taken over by Government
on the terms and conditions stated in
the Governor's Message No. 2 dated
3th November, 1942, and established
as from Ist January, 1943, ax a Gov-
ernment School on the basis set out in
the Message.

It this is agreed to it will enable hon.
Members to get all the facts amd
figures as regards this proposed trans-
fer which Government is able to put at
the disposal of the Committee.

Question put, and agreed to.

The President announced the person-
nel of the Select Committee as fol-
lows:—

The TIen. E. G. Woolford, KX.C. (New
Amsterdam), Chairman.

The Tlon. F. J.
(Georgetown North).

Seaford, O.B.E.

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Fon. C. R. Jacob (North-West
Egsequeho)

The JITon. C. V.,
Egsequebo).

Wight (Western
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BoNASIKA-BOERASIRIE SCIIEME.

Tre PRESIDENT: As regards the
Bonasika-Boerasiric Scheme there is
an announcement which should have
been made earlier. I desire to state
that in accordance with my Message
of the 22nd October and with what
T said in this Council on the 30th
October. we have to take certain formal
steps. The first is to put a provi-
sion on the LEstimates under Colonial
Development and Welfare Schemes.
The other is that we have to give that
assurance necessary under the Colonial
Development and Welfare Act that on
any enhancement of value due to this
expenditure some share of it shall
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somehow he recoverable by some means
from revenue. As I said, we will pass
a resolution accepting that in prineciple
with the intention of proceeding with
some form of taxation on the enhanced
land value due to this particular ex-
penditure. We must also agree to con-
trol of rents on such areas. I have
asked the hon. Colonial Treasurer to
prepare a resolution in general ierms
to be put to this Council wilhout
putting a provision on the Estimates.
The Council stands adjourned to 12
noon to-morrow.

The Council adjourned to the follow-
ing day accordingly.

Q





