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MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the
Council held on Friday, 28th October,
1960, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENT

MR. GaJRAJ ILL

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I
have to announce that the hon. Nomin-
ated Member, Mr. Gajraj, has asked to
be excused from today’s meeting on
account of ill health.

ORDER OF THE DAY

TIMBER CONCESSIONS TO CUBA

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
for Demerara River (Mr. Bowman) to
move the following Motion:

“Whereas the leader of the Majority
Party of the Government in a press
interview on Friday, 10th June, stated
that as a result of the recent visit of the
Cuban delegation, Government was con-
sidering entering into a partnership with
Cuba to exploit the timber resources of
this Colony;

And whereas the majority of the
inhabitants of this Colony are at present
opposed to the idea in view of the pre-
sent political situation in Cuba:

Be it resolved: That this Council
recommends that Government should not
enter into any negotiations with the pre-
sent Cuban Government, Cuban com-
panies or individual Cubans for timber
concessions in this Colony”.

Mr. Bowman: Never before in the
history of this country have the minds
of the people been so agitated and per-
turbed as they are today about the
future prospects of this country, and it
is this general struggle for survival and
disturbance of mind that has given rise
to this Motion. The Minister of Trade
and Industry and his Party are at this
moment considering the question of
whether they should give the Cuban
Government timber concessions, and
perhaps other concessions in British
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Guiana. @ We in this country know
from reports we have read in the news-
papers, of what is taking place in Cuba
today, and it is because of that that the
majority of the people of this country
are opposed to the idea of Government
entering into any kind of partnership
or giving any kind of concessions to the
Cubans.

The people of British Guiana have
no aversion to Cubans as such, but
conditions in Cuba today are not normal.
Under normal conditions all of us, per-
haps without a dissenting voice, would
agree to admit Cubans to assist us in the
development and exploitation of our
vast timber resources. But apart from
those who consider Dr. Fidel Castro as
an idol and extol him as a great libera-
tor in this hemisphere, most Guianese
have an aversion to violent revolution
as a means of achieving independence.
We know that independence is in the
offing. The British Government has
given us an undertaking, and we are at
a stepping stone towards the achieve-
ment of complete internal self-govern-
ment, yet we hear today Ministers of
this Government, at several public
meetings, telling the people about arm-
ing themselves and fighting for inde-
pendence. [A Member: “Fighting fire
with fire”.] What I am saying I have
read in the newspapers. If I am wrong
then the newspapers have reported me
incorrectly.

We are opposed to anyone who
would train our thoughts towards revo-
lution, and we believe that if any sort
of concession or partnership is to be
entered into with the Cubans, revolu-
tion is going to be imported into this
country. Later on I shall quote from
“The Daily Argosy” to show that only
last week an attempt was made in Vene-
zuela at violent revolution. I read in
the newspapers where certain Vene-
zuelan  industrialists ~ promised to
develop secondary industries in this
country. I have my fears about that
also, because these industrialists may be
wolves in sheep’s clothing. I know of
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certain people in Water Street who
recently came to this country posing
as merchants, but they are really wolves
in sheep’s clothing.

All Guianese, except the few who
consider Castro the best man that has
lived on this Continent and in this cen-
tury, would like to give not only con-
cessions but other things to all who
genuinely desire to come in and assist
in the development of our country, but
we know that if Castro’s Government,
or any Cuban company, were granted
timber concessions here, -aeroplanes
would be bringing in their supplies,
and those planes are not going to land
at Atkinson Field. They are going tc
build their own airfields in the interior
and guns and munitions are going to be
brought into this country. It is this,
and perhaps much more, that my former
friends had in mind when they told their
audiences about arming them.

Our minds have never been so dis-
turbed as they are today. We are faced
with danger, and if we sit here with
our eyes wide open, after hearing of
what is being said by Members of the
Government, and allow concessions to be
granted to the Cubans, then God be with
us.

I have some quotations to make,
Sir, with your permission, concerning
some of the promises made by Castro’s
Government—some of the things which
have been said by Castro who has not
lived up to one-sixteenth of the promises
he has made. The men who assisted
Castro to power are today shivering in
their boots, and some of them are flee-
ing the country. My former friend,
the Minister of Trade and Industry,
said the other day that they have
friends with money and rockets. These
are clear indications of what these
people have in mind for British Guiana.
We have always had peace in our coun-
try. We have had our little ups and
downs, but Guianese have never thought
in terms of revolting, especially for
independence-
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We believe in the principle of the
British Government that they are pre-
pared to train their Colonials to take
on the responsibilities of Government.
Today we see in the various countries
that have been given self-government and
independence that the British Govern-
ment are really honest; they are not
saying what they do not mean. = When-
ever they promise you anything it will
be implemented. [Mr. Benn: “Kenya
too?”’] 1 see no useful purpose in people
— ecven the Ministers of this Govern-
ment—arguing about the question of
independence now.

I read in the newspapers that some
Members are clamouring for inde-
pendence before 1961. It is now 1960,
and they want to get it before i1961!
Is this not empty agitation to fool the
public? Guianese cannot be fooled for
long. We have been ruled by the
British for 100 years. How long will
it take us to reach 1961, when we are
now in 1960? How long do you expect
the British Government will withhold
independence from us when the prin-
ciple of independence has already been
offered to us? These outpourings have
been made by certain people, because
Elections will be taking place next year.
That is a slogan which they feel will
catch the imagination of the people.
That may be a catch-slogan for some of
our friends, but we are thinking in
terms of the economics of this country.
We are thinking of the bread and butter
of the people, and of those who have
money and would like to come here and
invest it.

Since last year when I left the
P.P.P.—[Mr., Ram Karran: “You were
kicked out.”]—I tabled a Motion asking
that this Council increase tax conces-
sions in order to give greater incentives
to people inside and outside of this
country who desired to invest their
money here. I subsequently tabled a
Question asking Government when they
would debate my Motion. The Ques-
tion has not been answered, and the
Motion has not been debated. @ What
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we on this side of the Table are thinking
about is the bread and butter of the
people. We are thinking of the eco-
nomic and general development of the
country. Some people are thinking in
terms of revolution, because revolution
is a catchword; it is -a high-sounding
electioneering  slogan. The British
have offered us independence. I can-
not remember everything in the Con-
stitutional Report, but the gist of it was
that after the West Indies shall have
obtained independence, two years hence,
or within a short time we could go to
-England and discuss the question of
independence. -

Well, my hon. Friends are sound-
ing loud tambourines and shouting
“Independence before 1961”.  Whom
are they trying to fool? Coming back
"to the big question of Castro and Cuba,
I will now quote from a reliable source.
This is what has been said at a certain
conference of American States. I pro-
pose to quote from a mews item from
the Inter-American States at the last
conference which-they held.

: Mr. Speaker: I do not know what
_you are quoting from.

Mr. Bowman: This is a document
which was loaned to me by a friend. It
is a document from the Inter-American
_Conference held at. Costa Rica very
recently. [A¢ this stage Mr. Bowman
handed a document to the Clerk for
transmission to the Speakery.

Mr. Speaker: It appears to be a
.document from a Conference. You
may continue.

- Mr. Bowman: Yes, Sir. The docu-
ment states:

Tha Promise of the Revolutionary
‘Gevernment of Cuba

When th& Government headed by
Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz assumed power in
Cuba on January 1, 1959, the press and
people of the entire Hemisphere bhailed
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the event. Recognition of the Government
was granted by all the American states
by January 8, 1959, and it was evident
that there was a sincere desire to give
all possible friendly support to the new
Government and. to welcome it to the
community of western democratic nations
and to the - organization of American
States.

Dr. Castro’s” role in the Sierra
Maestra mountains of Cuba had cap-
tured the imagination and raised the
hopes of ' millions of freedom-loving
Americans. Many of the pronounce-
ments and initial acts by leaders of the
26th of July Movement gave hope that
Cuba would assume its position as a
leader in the fight for . freedom, repre-
sentative democracy, the dignity of man,
opposition .to all forms of tyranny, and
belief in those ideals which are the roots
of our mutual American heritage.

Coming after the developments of a
democratic natnre in other countries of
the . Hemisphere, the advent of the new
Cuban Government was viewed by many
as a further important step which would
help to establish more firmly democratic
institutions and procedures throughout
the Americas.

This hope of the American commun-
ity did not seem to be unrealistic at that
time. Dr. Castro, in his defense before

-the Emergency . Tribunal of Santiago de-

Cuba on October 16, 1953, when he and
his followers were tried for attacking
the Moncada Army barracks, had been
described by writers as “a solitary figure
consecrated in body and soul to defend
the truth.” He had been further lauded in
the book, History Will Absoive Me, by
his then - friend, Luis Conte Aguero, as
one who “is keeping the promises that

" the -rebel made. He does not break his

pledges. H_is acts are true to his words
He is democratic, humanist and
humanitarian.”

Among the five “revolutionary laws”

-set forth in Dr. Castro’s defense plea in

the Moncada trial, one “would have
returned power to the people and pro-

-claimed the Constitution . of 1940
the supreme law of the land, nntil such

time -as - the people should decide to

... modify or change it . . .” At that time
-~and subsequently, Dr. Castro has_con-
sistently deplored atrocities committed

by previous regimes in Cuba’s history.

Then, on July 12, 1957, Dr. Castro’s
“Declaration of the Sierra Maestra” was
issued. Its general lofty tones also gave
those who welcomed the Revolutionary
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Government hope that democracy would
be restored to Cuba. The first eight
points of the Declaration are particu-
larly worth recalling.

“1. Immediate freedom for all
political prisoners, civil and military.

“2. Absolute  guarantee  of
freedom of information, both of
newspapers and radio, and of all
the individual and political rights
guaranteed by the Constitution.

“3. Designation of provisional
mayors in all municipalities, after
consultation with the civic institu-
tions of the locality.

“4, Suppressipn of graft in all
its manifestations and adoption of
measures which will tend to increase
the efficiency of all the organiza-
tions of the State.

“5. Creation of a Civil Service.

“6. Democratization of union
politics, holding free elections in all
unions and industrial federations.

“7. Immediate beginning of an
intensive campaign against illiteracy
and of civic education, emphasizing
the duties and rights which the
citizen has both in the society and
the Fatherland.

“8. Establishment of an organi-
zation' for agrarian reform to pro-
mote the distribution of barren lands
and the conversion into proprietors
of all lessee planters, partners and
squatters who possess small parcels
of land, be it property of the state
or of private persons, with prior
"indemnification to the former
owners.”

Those ‘are the 8 Declarations. I am
going to quote further:

“In an address to the Cuban people
on January 2, 1959, just before Dr.
Urrutia was sworn in as Provisional
President, Dr. Castro said that one of
the first acts of the Government would
be to restore constitutional guarantees of
all types. The new Government would
also protect the economy of the country
, and Dr. Urrutia would be Provisional
--President and- supreme authority in all
respecté until elections were held.

On January 5, 1959, in Camaguey,
Dr. Castro made clear his opposition to
press censorship by stating:
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“We want the press to function
here. There won’t be any more censor-
ship as there was under the tyranny. Only
a Government which has something to
hide imposes censorship”.

On the same day in reply to a
question, President Urrutia replied:

“My Government will never ¥mpose
measures of coercion on the press. There
cannot be healthy democracy in a
country not well informed”.

In Santa Clara on January 6, in
response to a question on relations with
Russia, Dr, Castro was quoted as saying
that he:

.. .reiterated his personal opinion
that Cuba should not maintain diploma-
tic relations with any dictator”.

I am going to read further, Sir:

In a publicized interview given early
in January, 1959, Dr. Castro expressed
the opinion that:

“The tyranny having been defeated
there were automatically re-established
all civil rights, including the right to
dissent and to make opposition”.

President Urrutia in a press inter-
view on January 7 said:

“Cuba will always exert the min-
mum effort to assure that in our country
there are no dictators. Cuba wishes to
respect international law and not intet-
vene in the internal problems of other
countries and intends to present to inter-
national organizations the question of
respect for human rights. I believe when
this occurs there will be no more dicta-
tors”. :

‘' “On May 21, 1959, Dr. Castro said:
. We wish to free man from fear, we
want to free man from dogmas, to free
him socially and economically, without
dictatorship of any kind. ”

Mr. Speaker: You are not going to

read the whole of that document?

Mr. Bowman: No, Sir. I am only

_going to read a portion. I will read a
few paragraphs which will tell you of
the rise of the -dictatorial pattern of that
country: ’

“The close association between thc
Revolutionary Government of Cuba and
the Sino-Soviet bloc, and the encourage-
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ment by the Communist powers of revolu-
tionary movements patterned on the
Cuban model in other Latin American
countries, give particular grounds for
concern over developments in Cuba that
have a bearing upon principles and ob-
jectives of the American Republics set
forth in the Charter of the Organization
of American States.

The Revolutionary Government of
Cuba came to power with the sincere
applause and good wishes of the peoples
of the United States and other friendly
countries who were impressed by the
valour of the revolutionaries and by the
lofty aims professed by the 26th of July
Movement. The almost immediate recog-
nition granted to the new government
made evident the sincere desire of other
governments in the Hemisphere to give it
all possible friendly support.

- Many of the pronouncements and
initial acts by leaders of the 26th of July
Movement gave hope that Cuba would
assume the position of a leader in the
common struggle of the peoples of
America for freedom and representative
democracy, and for the ecomomic and
social reforms necessary to Dbuild a
better human life. Dr. Castro was ac-
claimed as a new figure on the American
scene who was genuinely interested in the
welfare of his people, who was dedi-
cated to a programme of democracy and
economic betterment, and who would
seek ways of strengthening the bonds of
Hemispheric  solidarity by giving re-
newed vigour to principles and objec-
tives which underlie the Inter-American
System.

Unfortunately the opposite has taken
place with reference to the political struc-
ture being erected in Cuba by the Revolu-
tionary Government. Instead of building
upon the basic elements of a democratic
system as set forth in the Declaration of
Santiago, the Cuban Government has
increasingly followed practices, and
adopted formulas, typical of dictatorial
political systems.

In the Declaration of Santiago certain
of the main principles of the democra-
tic system in this Hemisphere were set
forth, with no attempt to be complete,
“so as to permit national and inter-
national public opinion to gauge the
degree of identification of political re-
gimes and governments with  that
system, thus contributing to the eradica-
tion of forms of dictatorship, despotism,
or tyranny, without weakening respect for
the right of peoples freely to choose their
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own form of government”. A recital of the
facts of political developments of Cuba
in relation to the principles of the Declara-
tion of Samtiago is included in the body
of this document.  These developments
have all been publicly proclaimed. The re-
cord clearly demonstrates, among other
factors, the absence of any move to hold
elections, the virtual prohibition of poli-
tical opposition, the practical elimination
of freedom of the press and other viola-
tions of fundamental human rights.

Repeated statements by Prime Minis-
ter Castro and his associates have im-
pugned the value of democratic elections
and have indicated a clear intent not to
hold elections in the foreseeable future.
‘Thus, the Revolutionary Government of
Cuba perpetuates itself in power without
an electoral mandate or any fixed term
of office.

Political opposition has been virtu-
ally eliminated. All opposition parties
have been driven underground or
eliminated and many of their leaders
have sought asylum in other countries.
Only the Partido Socialista Popular (Com-
munist Party) is permitted to act openly.

Freedom of the press, radio and tele-
vision has been virtually extinguished.
There exist in Cuba today almost no in-
dependent : organs of public opinion.
Newspapers and radio and television
stations have been taken over; and editors
and publishers who did not conform to
the official views of the Revolutionary
Government have been forced to seek
asylnm and flee to other countries. Out-
standing among these was the recent
case of Miguel Angel Quevedo, editor of
the internationally known  magazine
Bohemia, who had been one of the most
enthusiastic and powerful supporters
of the revolution. The text of the im-
pressive statement made by Dr. Quevedo
when he sought asylum in the Vene-
zuelan Embassy in Havana is included in
the body of this docuinent.

Individual liberties have been sup-
pressed by military trials and summary
executions, imprisonment for political
activities, forced exile and the arbitrary
imposition of penalties for crimes vaguely
described as “counter-revolutionary™
which has generally meant any opposition

to the Revolutionary = Government.
Anti-Communism has been defined as
counter-revolutionary. The labour

movement has also been deprived of its
democratic character and converted into
an instrument of control by the Revolu-
tionary Government in disregard of the
expressed will of the membership of
labor organizations.”

j‘
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I think I have quoted enough to
bring clearly to the minds of the Mem-
bers of this Council that any Member
who, after hearing these quotations,
think that they should support the inten-
tion of this Government to grant any
form of concession to the Cubans or to
the Cuban Government especially, can
be regarded as an enemy of the people
of British Guiana.

We know that, with the exception
of a few, the majority of people are
opposed to giving the Cubans any sort of
concession. These quotations may
sound long and dreary, but I would like
to remind this Council of the various
confiscations that take place in Cuba
every day. I have a few clippings
which tell of the various confiscations
and the thousands and millions of
dollars that have been confiscated by
Cubans—all private property; and I wish
to tell this Council what takes place in
Cuba today can take place in British
Guiana tomorrow.

With your permission, Mr. Speaker,
[ will quote from a few newspaper clip-
pings.  The first incident to attract my
attention concerning the confiscations
that are going on in Cuba took place
on ‘the 10th of March, 1960. I will
read it

“The Cuban govermment today con-
fiscated 22 companies owned by two
brothers, Burke and James Hedges, which
include the country's biggest textile firm.

The government charged the firms
with “illegal enrichment at the expense
of the government in connivance with
tyranny” (the overthrown Batista regime).

The seizure of the Hedges companies,
followed 24 hours after the confiscation
of all property, comprising 33 com-
panies, owned by Italian millionaire
Amadeo Barletta,

‘Today’s seizure was ordered by the
Ministry for Recovery of Misappropri-
ated Property.

Burke and James Hedges were born
in the United States but Burke became
a Cuban citizen.

Burke was a member of the Batista’s
“Consultative Council” and in 1958 he
was named as Ambassador to Brazil.
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Millionaire Barletta took refuge in
the Italian Embassy as a “guest” when
the government intervened in the run-
ning of his enterprises over 15 days ago.

His property 1is estimated by the
government to be worth $68,568,000".

That was the first confiscation that
claimed my attention. The second took
place on the 18th March, 1960. It will
be more appropriate to quote that later.

Coming to the 25th October, 1960,
we read:

“Woolworths and all American-
owned hotels were among 167 national-
ised by the Cuban Government today.
The firms, worth an estimated total of
200 million dollars (about 71 million
sterling), also include 30 insurance and 17
chemical companies, two railways and
the Sears Roebuck Mail Order concern.”

Cuba had already nationalised nearly
the bulk of American businesses in Cuba
with an estimated value of about 1,000
million dollars (about 357 million sterl-
ing)”.

I would not go into details, but
jnst quoted the figures to show the worth
of the companies.

I will read now about what took
place on the 14th October, 1960:

“The Cuban Government today
nationalized all but two banks in the
country and 382 companies. . . "

These are all private enterprises —
people who went to Cuba and invested
their money; and I am sure that the
Cuban people have benefited well. The
Revolutionary Government of Cuba ‘to-
day has started to take away all these
properties without compensation. There
is no promise of any kind of compensa-
tion. [An hon. Member: .“Not even
bonds!”] They are not even offering
any bonds — no compensation. That
is expropriation. = When a company is
expropriated, no compensation is paid.

That is why I think that if this Govern-
ment continues to shpw any inclination
to have association with the Government
of Cuba, people with money who would
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like to invest in this country are going
to keep out. There. are thousands of
people in this country who cannot get
work, but the Members of this
Government, who claim to be the
champions of the down-trodden work-
ing class people, will not en-
courage people with money to come into
the country and invest their money, so
that our working class men could get
work to support their families. But
this so-called people’s Government want
to associate themselves with Cuba and
allow Cubans to bring in guns and
munitions 'to start a revolution. I can
assure them that in that event many of
them will not live to see the end of that
revolution. If they grant any sort of
concessions to Cubans and there is a
revolution and I am alive, some of them
will not live to see the end of it.
[Interruption.] 1 have said that before
and I mean what I say.

Mr. Speaker: Will you address the
Chair, please?

Mr. Bowman: Yes, Sir. I would
like to make two last quotations. Only
last week we read that President Betan-
court of Venezuela had declared that
left wing elements were trying to put
over a Castro plan in Venezuela. I
quote from “The Daily Argosy” of the
26th October:

“Caracas, Venezuela, Oct. 25. (A.P.)—
Declaring that extreme left wing ele-
ments are trying to put over a Castro
type programme in Venezuela, President
Romalo Betancourt today ordered the

army to patrol Caracas streets. The
order came after five days of leftist
demonstrations.

LEFTISTS CHEER RUSSIA

In demonstrations which began last
night and continued until this morning,
the leftists cheered Russia and Castro’s

" Cuba.

Addressing a group of professional
men today, ~Dr. Betancourt said¢ the
Venezuelans will follow their own
system, not the Cuban methods, and de-
clared that a continuance of leftist agita-
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tion might bring the risk of another
military dictatorship. The dictatorship
headed by Col. Marcos Perez Jimeuez
was overthrown in 1958.

Mr. Betancourt said he- ordered the
schools closed because many boys from
12 to 15 were drawn into the demon-
strations by the leftists.

Keep Boys Off Streets

The police couldn’t move against 12
and 15-year-old boys, Mr. Betancourt
said. He wurged parents to keep the
boys off the streets.

Mr. Betancourt today was pledged
the support of the big General Confed-
eration of Workers which - claims
1,200,000 members throughout Vene-
zuela. Leaders of the Confederation,
the Oil Workers Union and the Build-
ing Construction Workers Union called
on the President today to offer their
support.”

‘We want our own system in this
country; we do not want any new sys-
tem such as Castro’s. '

The Chief Secretary (Major Smith):
To a point of order, Sir. Is all this
relevant?

. Mr. Speaker: It is very difficult to
say at the moment.

Mr. Bowman: I think I have re-
minded this Council sufficiently of what
is going on in Cuba today. Last week
there was a ship in our harbour, and
according to newspaper reports the Cap~
tain, when interviewed, refused to say
anything about Cuba, because, he said,
he did not want trouble. He was afraid
to mention the name of Cuba. I am
sure that no Guianese who goes abroad
would be afraid to give his views con-
cerning ‘the Government or the people
of this country. Let us ask ourselves
why is it that the Captain of a ship
which recently -left Cuba to load timber
in “this country refused to’say anything
about Cuba? It is a clear indication of
what is taking place in Cuba today.
That is why T want to remind Guianese
that today we are faced with a danger-
ous threat—danger within and without.
People who are thinking of revolution

*
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and dictatorship are dangerous people,
and that is why they want independence
now. We have always been a peaceful
people.  We have never had a revolu-
tion in this country and we do not want
a revolution. We want to evolve peace-
fully to independence. I do not want any-
one to get the idea that I am opposed ‘to
independence.

Mr. Speaker: Your Motion has
nothing to do with the question of inde-
pendence to which you have referred
several times. Please let us get down
to the Motion.

Mr. Bowman: With respect, Sir,
I think these things are really necessary.

Mr. Speaker: But this is not a debate
on independence. You have referred to
it about a dozen times already.

Mr. Bowman: I do not want to
argue with you Sir, but I am referring
to independence because of the threat to
this country, and I know it is a threat.
I am trying to prevent it, and that is the
reason why I brought this Motion. I
have been approached by many Guianese
in every walk of life, urging me to bring
this Motion.  They feel, and I feel
also, that if this Government gets away
with the idea of granting concessions to
the Cubans our country will be invaded
in the process of time. They believe
that “fifth columnists” will come into
this country in the guise of technicians
and so forth, and that the same tactics
which have been employed in other
countries will be employed in British
Guiana.

This Government is thinking in terms
of bartering. The other day these people
told us that they wanted to borrow $5
million,

Mr. Speaker: In speaking in this
Council please do not refer to Mem-

bers of the Government as “They say”-

and make such references as “The other
one, the other day”. Reference to
another Member of the Council, who-
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ever he may be, must be - respectful.
Such references as “the other one the
other day” and “the so-called so and so”
are improper.

Mr, Bowman: I do not remember
making such remarks, Sir.

Mzr. Speaker: If I heard you wrongly
I am sorry, but twice I heard you say
“the so-called so and so”.

Mr. Bowman;
called Government”.

I did say “the so-

Mr. Speaker: You referred to “the
so-called people’s Government” and you
go on repeating it. If any Member
should refer to you in that way I would
stop him in the same way.

Mr. Bowman: Do you wish me
to take my seat, Sir? I was referring to
the Government. These things usually
put one off one’s trend of thought. I
shall reserve some of what I have to
say for my reply. I say that this Gov-
ernment is bent upon bringing revolu-
tion to this country, and that is why I
am opposed to the idea of granting any
sort of concessions to the present Cuban
Government. If there are any Mem-
bers on this side of the Table who sup-
port the Government in its desire to give
concessions and allow foreigners to
enter this country in the guise of tech-
nicians and otherwise, I say that pos-
terity will look upon such Members as
traitors to the people of this country.

Mr. Beharry: I beg to second the
Motion and would like to show why
British Guiana should not enter into any
trade agreement with the Cuban Gov-
ernment. This Motion secks to recom-
mend to Government that it should not
grant any timber concessions to the
Cuban Government, but I think the
hon. Mover should have gone a little
further and included in his Motion a
recommendation that Govemment
should not accept any loans or negotiate
any trade agreement with the Cuban
Government. No country should tie its

.economy with that of another nation or
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group of nations.  British Guiana’s
economy today is tied up with the free
enterprise  system of the Western
nations.  This country cries out for
large capital investment for its develop-
ment and to provide employment for its
large army of unemployed people.

Prior to the revolution the economy
of Cupa was tied up with the free enter-
prise system of the Western nations.
It cannot be denied that the two
hasic economic systems in the world to-
day are the communist economy and the
free enterprise economy. We will have
to decide whether we will adopt the com-
munist system of economy, or the free en-
terprise system. I know it will be argued
that nations who have a free enterprise
system of ecomomy are also trading
with communist countries. I would like
to deal basically with our tie to the econ-
omy of the Cuban Government prior to
the revolution. The Cuban Government
had the free enterprise system, but after
the revolution we have seen that they have
merged their economic policy with the
communist bloc of nations.

1f this country wants to encourage
capital, I cannot see capitalists or any nat-
ion having capital in the free enterprise
world allowing their capital to come to
British Guiana in order to help our un-
employed, while the leader of the Major-
ity Party claims to uphold the Cuban
leader, Dr. Fidel Castro, as a liberator.
It is obvious that the leader of the Maj-
ority Party has agreed that the Cuban
leader is liberating his country econom-
ically by adopting the principle of con-
fiscation rather than nationlization.

There is a difference between con-
fiscation and nationalization. We have
seen Nasser of Egypt who has nation-
alized the Suez Canal, but he paid for it.
We have seen Egypt trading with the com-
munist world; we have seen the Leader
of that Government condemn commun-
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ism in no uncertain manner. In British
Guiana we see an entirely different pat-
tern; we have our leader upholding com-
munism as being the most ideal system
for our people rather than condemmng
it.. You can always hear him giving
praise to the communist economic system,
unlike the XLeader of the Egyptian
Government.

Cuba is tying its economy more
and more with the Russian system of
economy and other communist countries.
Dr. Castro believes in Russian Imperial-
ism and he is trading with Russia. I am
supporting this Motion, because if we
were to trade or enter into any Trade
Agreement with Cuba, now that it has
severed its economic connections with the
free enterprise system, then we will be
committing political suicide for we will
be tying our economy to that of the
communist world.

I am sure that no capitalist or group
of capitalists who possesses capital will
invest money in this country in order to
provide employment for the people, when
our leader upholds the Cuban leader as
a liberator and says that the Cuban econ-
omic system, as it now exists, is the cor-
rect one. Nobody would like to see his
capital confiscated, and that is why I
have decided to support this Motion.

It is true that Mr. Nehru of India is
trading with Russia and communist coun-
tries, but unlike the leader of India our
leader is entirely different. Our leader
will stand up for the communist way of
life. Mr. Nehru is not in favour of com-
munism, despite the fact that he trades
with Russia. Am I to be told in this
Council that when we become a free
nation we can trade with anybody? I
agree that Colonial countries of yesterday
on becoming free are now trading with
communist countries and are adopting
the -economic and social principles of
communism. Yes, that may be so. But
our leader is different, and I do not be-
lieve in communism.





















































