





2427  Supplementary

the relationship  between  Central
Government and Local Government
finances which is now being undertaken
by a team of experts, There is nothing

else in this schedule which calls for
comment. It has been passed by
Finance Committee. 1 beg to move
that it be passed by this Council.

Sir Frank McDavid: 1 heg to
second that.

Question put, and agreed to.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (DEVELOP-
MENT} FOR APRIL, 1957

The Financial Secretary: 1 beg

to move that it be resolved:

“That this Council approves of the Sup-
plimentary Fstimates (Developnent)
for the month of April, 1957, totalling
$21i?,118.00, which have been laid an the
table,”

This Schedule consists of only one
item and that is for the jute investiga-
tion. The work that was undertaken
on the jute investigation between 1952
and 1956 has.been very rewavding and
premising on the agricultural side, but
though it iz reasonably certain that
one variety giving a good quality
fibre can be grown it i1s not yet
certain that this or seyeral other prom-
ising wvarieties can be grown eco-
nomically in commercial gquantities.
The Secretary of State, therefore, hag
approved an additional C.D. & W. grant,
90 per cent. of capital expenditure
and 75 per cent. of the recurrent
expenditure for a scheme which is
estimated to cost $528,286 for the
continuation of the work for three
vears from 1st of April of last
year until Mareh, 1957. The work
is being transferred to the Central
Agricultural Station under an eco-
nomist in the month of May. $217,11%
which iz the expenditure estimated for
1957 has been passed by Finance Com-

30TH May, 1957

Estimates 2428

mittee. 1 therefore beg to move that
it be adopted by this Council.

Sir Frank McDavid:
second that.

I Dep to

Question put and agreed to.

SUPPLEMENTARY FXPENDITURE
(DEVELOPMENT) 1955

The Financial Secretary: I beg to

move that it be resolved:

“That this Council approves of the
Statement of Supplementary Espendi.
ture totalling $21,098.68 which wag in-
cwrred during the wyear 1955 and wag
not included in any previous schedule
and is to be admitted as a charge to the
Deveiopment Fund, and which hag been
laid on the tahle.”

I apoligize, Sir, for worrying the
Council with this. Thiz item was in-
advertently omitted from the Final
Schedule which was approved by the
Council in November, 1956. The actual
excess was ineurred on development
of Campbellville for which supple-
mentary pyovision amounting  to
$225,859.14 wag granted in 1955, The
extra cost was $21,098.68. It is very
much a fait accompli. 1t has heen to
Finance Committes which has recom-
mended it. J beg to move that it bhe
adopted by the whole Couucil

Sir Frank McDavid: I beg to
second that.

Question put, and agreed to.

Motion affirmed.

SUBSIDY FOR SECONDARY
EDUCATION

Council resumed the debate on the
the motion by the hon. the Chief Sec-
tary, as follows: .

“Re it resolved: That with reference to

Sessional Paper No. 9 of 1957 on _the
Memorandum on Secondary Eduecation,
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should be taken over by Government.
Under the system of dual-control [
think a happy partnership arrangement
has existed.

I speak subject to correetion, but
I understand that there is a Committee
established for the management and
control of each denominational school,
consisting of five members — “three
members shall be nominated from time
to time by the controlling authority of
the religious denomination and ap-
poiuted by the Director, one of whem
gshall be the chairman; one shall be
an officer of the Education Depart-
ment appointed from time to time by
the Director, and one shall be a mem-
ber of the Education Committee, nom-
inated by the Governor after consulta-
tion with the controlling authority of
the religious denomination” I think
in the old days it uzed to be a Member
of the Legiglative Council. Now it is
& member of the Education Com-
mittee. But, Sir, you would know niore
about these things: my knowledge is
gleaned from reading, while yeu will
have had the practical experience of
them.

Mr, Speaker: May T interrupt
again. Dual control was not part of
the early education system. There was
no such thing. The decision was taken
during the time of Bishop Weld. 1
have forgotten in what year it was.
Formally, it was denominational con-
trol. 1 was on the committee and not-
withstanding the opposition which it
met it came into effeet then.

Mr. Luckhoo: It is very interest-
ing to observe that. It started off as
denominational control and reached
the stage of dual control where you
have both Government and the Church
in the system. I repeat, Your Honour; 1
again express my hope and convietion
that thiz country will never zee the
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taking away of this system of dual
control because of the excellence of the
work, because of the service given by
these ehurches and by their ministers
of religion and by their teachers. I
think it wonld be a sign and an act
of gross ingratitude, it would be a
retrogresgive step to take away this
dual control so that Government goes
into absolute control.

Now for a few general remarks, In
the paper before ng oue sees at page 3,
among the main lines of attack in im-
proving post-primary education in ex-
igting primary schools arve,
“hetter desighed schools (in particular
with seperate clagsroeoms); and provision
in suitably central aveas or in larger
schools of workrooms for Home Eco-
nomics and/or Woodwork, $40,000 has
been included in the 1957 Development
Estimates and similar sums will he
allocated in 1938 and succeeding years
from the provision for Postprimary
Education in the Development Plan
{(Head IV FEducation Scheme 3 $1,000,000
for capital expenditure).”

I want to make an observation as to
whether thiz sum of $40,000 is not too
conservative an amount. I suppose
Government has gone into it, but it did
strike me as an amount thai is rather
conservative, A little further down the
page we see that the proposals that
hoth Bishops’ High School and
Queen’s College should be managed
by autonomoug boards has much to
commend it and is receiving farther
examination. I should like to sub-
seribe to the view that these zchools
ghould be managed by autonomous
boards.

Under the head “Technical Educa-
tion” T would wish to make this ohser-
vation, that it has been my privilege
recently to go through our Technical
Institute and — let me confess my ab-
solute ignorance of what was heing done
there until T went there——I wondered if
all Members of Council have taken the
opportunity to go through that Techni-
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—1 have seen them in brief as well as 1
have heard them dilated on at street
cornerg—rthat more space will be made
available and that it will be eradicating
a snob complex. I think it iz high time
that these reasons be put in their cor-
rect places. A further reasen is said

to be that boys who go there in the-

“Prep.” IMorm do not amoutit to much in
the sense that you do not have them
riging to any standard in the educa-
tional field. T have had certain figures
supplied me,

I am sare the hon. Member, .Ir.
Gajraj, who is also a member of the
Board of Goverhors, will alss support
my contention. I know how strongly
he feels about it. We are conscious of
the fact that the abolition of the Prep.
Form would not result in any increase
in the available room at Queen’s College
for this reason-—your form roome are
limited in size; you have Forms I to 6
with a capacity number of students in
each form; by shutting out 20 or 25
“Prep.” Form boys will not make 20 or
25 spaces available in the cceeding
Forms, since it means that those boys
merely move into Form 1, which is the
only Form to whish they can go and
which will thus have 20 to 25 extra boys.
For those extra boys need not come from
the " Prep.” Form but from ouiside.

In other words, your space [imita-
tion will not afford larger forms in the
succeeding forms up to the Sixth Form.
To suggest that there is 4 snob complex
at work and that there is discrimination
is a wild statement,

Thoge youngsteny have to take an
entrance examination and, from the
figures officially obtained for the eriod
from 1953 to 1956, of the bors who had
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succeeded, one finds that for those four
years there were 112 boys who entered
the “Prep.” Form. Of thoge, you had 4%
Africans, 17 Indians, 85 Chinese, one
Amerindian, 19 English, 5 Portugu-~-~
and 14 Mixed Races. They are the sous
of teachers, businessmen, lawyers, do
tors, Junior Government Officials and
general workers. One of the largest
categories is the general workers and
1l children ¢ having
opportunity the
In other words, an analysis
that this ig the trye test
whereby the boys earn their places by
means of an entrance examination a1 °

same
118 places.

|
S

tor

shows

not by means of any discrimination.

In respect of the academic progress.
of these boys over a period of 10 years,
one findg that as cowmpared with 2138
Government scholars who went to
Queen’s College you had 296 “Prep.”
Form entrants. At the moment still
at school are 140 Government scholars
as against 198 “Prep.” Form entrants.
That means they are fulfilling  the
minimum requirement of qualification
or they will bz asked to he removed and
not allowed to progress from form to
form. In the Sixth Form there are 19
Government Scholarg as apainst 4
“Prep.” Form entrants, and below the
Sixth Form 121 Government gcnolars
as against 178 “Prep.” Form entrants.
Prefects over the last two years—the
highest honour that can be ever offered .
to a boy at the school—two “Prep.”
Form entrants. Tvwo, as compared with
one Government scholar, and as re-
gards deputy prefects, one compared
with nones among thi Government
scholars, ' ‘
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also in the
o that  theyw
-.-.e to achieve any set goul
after they have reached their adult
stage. On the other hand, when we
cousider the recommendations made for
teachgrs one could not help feeling
satisfied that at long last a very high
standard is being set for the training
of teachers in our secondary institu-
tions. I am not going to detain this
Council unnecessarily; I hava read
these recommendatio and T am sati
fied that they will greatly improve
things as they ave.

academic training, but
buildine of character
wonld @

I am afraid 1 have to disagree
with the last speaker, Mr. Luckhoo,
with regard to the closing of the Prep.
forms at the two secondary institutions
— one for boys and one for girls. Mr.
Luckhoo happens to be a member of
the Board of Governors of  Queen’s
College and I presume a member of
the Board of Bishops’ High School-

As an ex-teacher who has had to
deal with children from the age of
four years, T would have liked to see
in this document some reconunenda-
tion that Government should consider
in the very near future the sefting wp
of two kindergarten institutions for
gur infants to be staffed by fully quali-
fied kindergarten teachers according to
the most modern methods. 1 am
happy to read im this document
what has been said about the Berbice
High School. I know only too well
how many prominent persong, in-
c¢luding Members of this Couneil,
this institution has produced since it
came into being. T feel sure that if it
is provided with better facilities such
as a laboratory, even greater things
will eome {from the county of Berbice.

So far as Esaequibo is concerned, T
think the time is almost overdue for the
children there to be consideved, Com-
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plaints about the situation there have
been made to me on many occasions and
parants have been very much concerned
about finding homes for thelr girls who
had to come into the city for secondary
education. As a result, I feel that this
long-felt want of providing a secondary
school for Essequibo is very welcome
indeed.

We have heard of the method Gov-
ernment will adopt to assist in paying
salaries. This assistance should enconr-

employ better q  ified
teachers and alse encourage teachers 1o
improve their gqualifications and o raise
the general level of their efficiency.
There is another angle to that: the
young men and the young women, pre-
ferably the women, whe have to seek a
livelihood after leaving school and find
themselves feaching i schools not as a
vocation but as a mea___ of eking out an
existence will be able to look around and
find their correct niche. No one can
excel in an occupation whieh is not of
their own liking. With regard to farm
schools, like My, Luckhoo, I was some-
what perturbed in mind that nething
was mentioned as to what is to be done
in the very near future, say, in the
1956—1960 period.

I would ask that reconsideration be
given this matter in favour of speedy
action. We should not leave it aside
until 1960 when many of the lads who
would beuefit may have left the dis-
tricts for town. I beseech the powers
that be to set up this school between
1957 and 1960. Tf this school is set up
these lads will remain in the rural
areas and be successful farmers in-
stead of coming to the city and seeking
an existence which iz unsuitable for
them.

I was happy to learn that as from
September the implementations sug-
gested will begin and that they will be
going on as time progresses. 1 would
like here to say that so far as the
other schools are concerned we are,still
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Chief Secretary. I know, however, that
he is under the thumb of the hon. the
Financial Secretary, but I am sure that
if the hon. the acting Chief Secretary
could have won us all over, the hon.
the I'inancial Secretary can hardly
elude his persuasion.

Mr, Speaker: The hon. Member

cannot recommend the increase of the
vote, but he n talke advantage of
the Resolution and urge his propcesal.

Mr. Ramphal: I am very grateful
to Your Honour for your assistance in
this matteyr, but I would not like in
any way to postpone the debate or de-
cision on this motion. 1 am joining
with the others in recommending to the
hon. the acting Chief Secretary con-
sideration of this matter, and I am
sure that if he does and Government
agrees to the number put forward this
Council or any succeeding Couneil will
not hesitate to provide the funds. T
wish to ask the hon. the acting Chief
Secretary to get thigz in his mind, that
this is not a gift we are asking fov.

It is an investment whieh is going
to produce dividends in years to come.
We ave really investing money on pec-
ple who will come back and give their
services to the Colony. T commend that
phase of the propesal to him. I am
getting a lot of support from Members
tfo raise the number from five to six.
I do commend that also.

The last important point T want to
make, is that Government has now ac-
cepted as t of its total ve onsihil-
ity assistance to private schocls. From
the Report we gather that the Govern-
ment Schools — Queen’s College and
Bishops® High 3chool—and the Berbice
High School which are in reczipt of
Government Funds cater for less than
2,000 students, and theve are 5,000
other students who are going to private
secondary schools. T wish to draw out
of that the great debt which Govern-
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mant owes {o those people who carry out
s edueational work,

The hon. Member, Mr. Luckhoo,
has already referred to it in very clear
and unmistakable terms, and so I do
not wish to repeat it but mervely wish
to endorse what he said. However, T
wish to go one step further and refer
1o what ig within yvour knowledge and
mine and to place on record our deep
debt of gratitude to those who had
gerved this country in their time ex-
C well the edueational 1.
1 wish to refer to the late Miss Backett,
one who is onlv a name to me, the late
Mr. Cocket, and the late Mr. Alfred
Athiel Thorne, and the late Mr. Black-
man, also Mr. A. B. Hazlewood who is
gtili with ug in this co  ry. They have
heen pioneers in thelr time, The Prin-
cipals of the Berbice High School, St
Qtanislaus Collegze, St. Rose’s and St
Ursula’s Schools, and the work of the
Jesuit Fathers and Nuns of the Con-
vents of Mercy—all those people have
laboured in the gecondary educational
field of this country without expecta-
tion of reward and for the good of the

community.

T wish also to place on vecord
our deep gratitude to them for
what they have endeavoured to do.
While it is true that some of their
sehools are now going to be grant-in
aid schools, they are going fo be re-
gponsible for much money according
to the propaosals put before us. Possibly,
that would be some satisfaction to them
for all they have suffered in the past.
I vebeena Ik these =
for many years and I appreciate the
difficulties and heartaches which they
have to go through. I feel that all thosge
who have gone before are persons to
whom the whole community stands in-
debted.

I wish to congratulate Government
on its hold policy: T think My, Luckhoo
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seen four very 'arge private secondary
schools which have done exceedingly
well, and have furnished this zountry
with sons and daughters who have
taken their places in the various phases
of the country’s activities and done
exceedingly well, T know of at least
four such secondary schools that had
to pass on, though they had donc ex-
ceedingly good work, hecauge of the
fact that the persons who had built
those organizations had either depaxt-
ad this life or had changed occupation.

The schools died with them. T
think that was a wrong thing. A
school iz really an institution and

should ecarry with it a tradition. I
have heard the hon. Member, Mr.
Tuckhoo, vefer to the tradition of
Queen’s College. I have heard the
bovs of the Berbice High School reler
to the great tradition of their school.
Once the structure or life of the school
iz broken the effect of its tradition is
lost. With the help that Governméns
iz offering now I can see that the ia-
atitutions of teday will have a chance
of building a tradition, building some-
thing that we can look hack to in his-
tory.

I feel that each and every schuol
that has moulded the minds of the citi-
zenry should be able to mnake its name
in the Hali of Fame. I am particularly
gratified to note in this programmne
reme step forward is being taken ia
the very Primary Schools themselves.
I have always felt—I do not share the
views of some Members on the matter
of “Pren” Form — that the time will
come +...en our Primary Schools, so
equipped with basic knowledge, would
be able to give the children such bhasic
training that not only the ~Pren.”” Form
would disappear from Queen’s College
and 10 hSch L1 . Formsl
and IT would also go.

As T gee it, with better facilities
children from primary schools, having
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reached the school leaving level, would
be able to win for themselves a place
in form III in any secondary schoonl.
Those are my views and I am positive
that the time will come when such a
thing would happen, because we are
going {o train our teachers better and
g0 on., 1 know that up to recently
nearly all the lads who entered second-
ary schools came {from form III of the
primary schools and almost everyone
did well. T also know that a very in-
tense programme would be prosecuted
with respeect to the training of teach-
ers, and I feel that in time te come
very near to what is expected of teach-
crs at University standard, By that
I mean that I think the time has come
when instead of setting papers and
marking them here, that would be done
at the U.C.W.T.

1 feel that hefore long we are go-
ing to be producing many teachers
and not only would they be able to
supply British Guiana’s meeds, but T
can see the Teachers’ Training Cenire
as something that should be erccted
very guickly, and if %we finally heay
that this country has accepted federa-
tion, our teachers would he able to
compete with those in the wvarious
schools throughout the West Indies.
I feel that it iz a deal that is ripe and
that it is up to British Guiana to iake
its sharve. While one might think that
it is a day dream, one could see that
in time we would produce a large crop
of teachers and it is only right that we
should unify our standard so that we
would be able to compete very reason-
ably with the West Indieg for sueh
iohs.

I also desire to stress the absolute
necesgity of improving our training in
handicraft. It was exceedingly grati-
fying is or,tofi that
QU exnipits wnich were on show in
Trinidad took the West Indies by storm
& few weeks ago. T read with a very
great sense of pride about the excel-
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started in 1958, As I told you in wmy
opening speech, we are already holding
a number of relresher courses for
teachers. We are training as many
teachers as we have accommodation for
at the mement, but if it is possible in
any way to step un the number of
teachers for training Dbefore the new
college is built, T shall certainly leok
into that question and, if possible, try
do something about it.

I w extraordinarily interested to
hear the non. Mr. Jailal’s speech about
his experience at the recent fair in
Trinidad and the reactivn in the West
Indies to British Guiana’s handicvatts.
I think that was very heartening news
and, as the hon. Member has said, it
sppears to bear out the corvectness of
the policy which we bave adopted here
and it gives full justification to the
ronsiderablie emphasis that this Memor-
andum and Sessional Paper place uon
the continuance of technical education
and the general broadening of the basis
of all secondary education with the in-
tention of making people more li‘pemlly
educated and more practical as well as
more academie,

I think it very heartening news. I
think there is only one other thing that
I should mentien, and it ig with regard
to the annual distribution of county
geholarships to which T have referved,
and which are set out in the Sessional
Faper. The Scholarships which have
been allocated to Georgetown and the
county of Demerara will be divided be-

30TH May, 1957

Secondary Fducation 2468
tween hoys and girls, pro reta ag In
cther counties. 1 have nothing more fn
aay, except to thank hon., Members for
an exceilent debate in which it has
been a great privilege to take part.

T anm quite sure that this document
which T am now going to ask han.
Members to approve will go down in
the history of thiz Colony as some-
ithing really worthwhile and T think
the members of this Government wiil
feel proud when th  remember that it
was they who brougnt these proposals
to fruition. I now heg to move the
motion,

Mr. Speaker: T should like to say
*hat T, on my own part, have listened
0 this debate with very great interest.
I could say a good many things, but 1
rould rather not do so.

However, the Sweetenham circular
was the basis for hetter conditions for
¢hildren of East Indian deseceni. It
was not the fault of the Administra-
tion that sonie of them did not attend
school. By common consent of the
parents they were forced to work on
the estates as each child at work meant
an extra shilling,

Question put, and agrecd to.
Motion affirmed,
Council adjourned until the fol-

lowing day. Friday, 31st May, at 2
p.m.








