























2497 Motion—British

a refinery, but with the combined pro.
duction of the West Indics and this
Colony there would be good ground for
urging the establishment of a vefining
plant.

Mr. Speaker: I do¢ not know if
the position is allered, but some years
ago we were told that the entire pro-
duction of sugar in the West Indies
could mot support a refinery. That
statement has been made ; Io not
know how true it is today.

Mr. Jailal: I cannot agree with
that, because I cannot see why we
should hold on to the same argument
of 25 years ago. Things have changed
since then. Let us look at the other
industries that we are not able to de-
velop ourselves. We have a small
match factory + ich produces a few
matches per month. Trinidad also has a
mateh factory. T believe that out of a
Federation would come a merger of
such sniall industries, and that more
money  would [low into the places
where the primary products are made—
where the mateh sticks are made.

I have heard about fibre factories
and so on. We de not have the men
with the necessary experience and the
will to put meney inte such enterprises,
In Jamaica and Trinidad there are more
experienced investors. We certainly
negd and should get a bit more leader-
ship in the business world. Our interior
pres ts a problem. One has to have
great courage to fight it. People talk
about our 85,000 square miles of tervi-
tory; they do not talk about the swampsg
and the shoals of white sand. We really
do not have as magnificent a country
as some people would have us believe.
We are not in this country a people
who are willing to go out into the wilds.
We have had a nucleus of men going
info the interior in gearch of gold and
diamonds, and some who work in the
timber forests, but we have not encugh
of -guch people.
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Our people do not really know the
value of what lies behind our coastl; s,
and they are not prepared to go tnere.
On the Potaro road there is a settlement,
which has been made by people from
the small islands of the West Indies who
have developed a small community, and

I feel that any immigration )
this Colony will tend to go that
way, as there is no place on the

coasts for them. Some speakers want
us to believe that people from the
West Indies would be dumped in George-.
town, but there is no place in George-
tewn for an influx of immigrants. 1
must say that the speeches of the op-
position have been tainted with & certain
amount of selfishness. We should try
to cateh the spirit of Khayyam in his
famous lines:
“Dreaming while Dawn’s l»f# Hand was
in the Sky
I heard a voice witkin the Tavern ¥,
‘Awake my litlle ones’ and {fill the wup
PRefore Life’s Ligquor in this Cup be
dry.’

I feel that this country should catch
that spirit. “If we could hold on to it
by joining the Federation we would be
laying the foundation for a great future.
It is my feeling that we of the British
Curibbean are one people. We have ne
hope and one destiny.

Mr, Carter: In: idying the ques-
tion of Federation of British Guiana
with the British West Indies one finds
it so intriguing that one is reluctant to
express an opinion in view of the argu-
ments both for and against it. [ was
very much troubled when the hon. mover
asked that his motion be given prie y-
I wondered what was the urgency, sven
though I knew there was fo be a confer-
ence in Trinidad within a few days on
the question of freedom of movement
within the propesed Federation. But
since the hon. Mr. Gajraj has given us
his report on the discussions at at
conference my fears have been very much
wllayed. : o




































the generations Lo come.

Here I

would  support the con-
gratulations which  the  hounourahle
Member for Agriculture {Sir

Frank McDavid) expressed on the day
that the news was received of the guick
solution which had been reached by those
West Indian leaders who gathered at
the Conference in Port-of-Spain, Trini-
dad, to which we had sent an observer
in the person of the hon. Member, My,
Gajraj. It was in fact a matter of the
greafest Importance in the life, the
growth and the development of the
Caribbean area because, az the hon.
Member, Mr. Jailal, said, it is more
or less the hirth of a nation, the
birth of u West Indian nation, and what
we are doing here today, and what we
have been doing thesze past twelve days,
iz to discuss this important metion be-
cause it also means a tremendous lot to
the people of this country.

Involved in the consideration of
this motion iz the question of the
constitutional vrights of this Coun-
¢il, composed, as it is, of 24 Nominated
Members with threc ex-officin
Members, You, Mr. Speaker, have
ruled that the motion wag the sub-
ject of debate by this Council, the
honourable Member, the Rev. Mr.
Bobhb, in introduecing it referred to the
constitutional right of this Council to da-
bate the motion, and the hon. the Chief
Secretary sfated that he thought the
Council was legally competent to do so.
The hon. Member, Mr. Sugrim Singh,
also expressed agreement with this point
of view,

The question as to the compe-
tence of this Tegislature to debate a
matter of this sort hag been the subject
of much discussion outside this Couneil,
and indeed of much comment, but 1
would venture to say that some of thoge
who have taken a stsnd against have

Iittle knowledge of Constitutional Law

law, of the incompetence of this Coun-
cil to consider it, In fact the hon. Mem-
ber, Mr. Luckhoo, and the hon. Membe
Mr. Ramphal, did take the view thac
this Counecil is comjpetent to discuss the
question.

Perhaps, it would not be considered
improper if 1 gave reasons in support of
the view that the Council is quite
competent lo  cdebate the  motion,
not only to express an opinion but,
in its covporate ecapacity as a Legis-
fature, to express an opinion such as
the motion seeks to do. I wish to state
here and to emphasize the fact that
from a constitulional point of view there
is nothing in the Constitution to prevent
this Legislature from debating t
motion and expressing its opinion. I
would go as far as 1o say that thig
Legisluture iIs compelent to determi
whether British Guiana should feder:
or not, but the value of that determin-
ation must obviously and consequently
depend on the support which it receiv
In the particular circumstances of t
structure of this Legislative Couneil the
hon. Mover has adopted a course of mod-
eration and of prudence. Having regard
to the fact that this is not a2 democrati-
cally elected Couneil, the hon, Mover is
secking to obtain, in some way, the sup-
port of the country, if the opinion is that
Federation is accepiable and should be
accepted in principle. Apart from that,
from the very nature of the subject of
Federation, it must Le the desire of the
people to federate.

T will not seek to gzo into the history
of the debate I 1951 and the resu
of the voting in that debate. T think tne
hon. Member for Agriculture has mada
a very careful analysis, and has sug-
gested to hon. HMembers that there is no
ground or justification for the eonc
sion that the people of this country ¢
againgt Federation. I agree with what

















