











1505 Apprepriation Bill

the acquisition of a dredge and other
equipment.

T would like to come to the end of
my speech by making passing references
to two other Heads, and one of them is
“Government Information Services”. 1
want to assure Government that I feel
that this is something necessary and
well instituted, but I cannot agree that
we should overspend in this direction.
I say so particularly because of the
large amount of money that has been
estimated. I feel that there is an obli-
gation on the part of cinema owners
to the people of this Colony, to put
on the screen anything of public inter-
est that Government might like to put
over.  As a result, I think there is abso-
Jutely no reason why Government should
purchase a film unit. 1 feel that the
Information Services should be carried
on, but every effort should be made to
see that they are carried on as
cheaply as possible and in the best
interest of all concerned. I cannot
agree with overstatfing and the send-
ing of officers all over the Colony
—creating new posts as it were—
to collect information. I believe in
sending men, well trained, to get the
information so that they could write
it up and present it to the public. I
also believe that we have such a staff,
and that they can do the job very well
indeed.

I should like also to comment on
the question of our schools before I
take my seat, since the subject is one
that is very dear to me. I was a teach-
er for several years and was connected
with several schools during that period.
Our schools problem is indeed a very
heavy one, but I want to say that there
is also a lack of vision in this respect.
There are in Georgetown two important
secondary schools, but Berbice, with a
growing population—the granary of the
Coleny and a county whose statistics
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show that it nas been producing many
professional men within recent times—
has no first-class secondary school.
Government has been reluctant +to
establish such a school in that county
but, to my mind, one is absolutely

necessary, regardless of whether
it is placed at Rose Hall or New
Amsterdam. The fact is that the

Berbice High School is inadequate to
meet the needs of the County, and I
suggest strongly that Government
should take it over, otherwise it would
lose its usefulness in that community.
This school is anxious to produce better
results, but it requires better staffing
and is also without a science laboratory
and other facilities such as Queen’s Coi-
lege has. It is well known that Queen’s
College cannot accommodate all tha
students that can normally go to it,
therefore I think it is the duty of Gov-
ernment to relieve the situation. If we
are going to develop we have to educate
the people of the country, especially the
youths, and it is no use throwing cold
water on such g plan. One of the big
problems of the country is to provide
a sound education for our children, and
I think Government should endeavour to
tackle it in the best possible manner.

Mr. Rakaman : Unlike my hon.
friend, the last speaker, I have great
hopes in the future of this Colony. I
was at a loss, however, to hear the hon.
Member challenging the honesty and in-
tegrity of the people of this country.
I think it is a bad reflection on the peo.
ple of this Colony for a Member of this
Council to say iv the outside world;
where people read our newspapers, that
we have not got anybody capable of run-
ning our affairs at home. As I travel
abont this Colony—and I do travel ex-
tensively—I can certainly say that I
have seen within recent times much
willingness on the part of the people to
produce more and more. I travel about
the Corentyne district every Sunday






























































