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11th Sitting

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The ITousc met at 2.30 p.m.
Prayers

[NMr. Speaker in the Chair)

OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. James Nathanie!l Edwards,
Alternate Member for Montserrat, took
and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance
and was welcomed to the House by Mr.
Speaker.

WINDWARD ISLANDS

Visit by Prime Minister

OATH

The Prime Minister : Mr. Speaker, I
wish to inform hon. Members that, sub-
jeet to the business of the House being
completed in time, I shall be visiting
Grenada on the 17th December. I shall
proceed from Grenada to St. Lucia on the
20th and return to Barbados on the 23rd.
I shall arrange a visit to the Leeward
Islands as soon as possible in 1960. [ wish
to add that I am fitting in all these visits
as carly as possible consistent with my
other duties,

Monday, 7th December, 1959

Dr. Radix: With
mission, Mr. Speaker,
reply to the statement of
AMinister.

vour kind per-
[ would like to
the Prime

Mr. Speaker: You want to make a
remark ?

Dr. Radix : Yes, Mr. Speaker.

I must heartily welcome the statement
of the Prime Minister that he intends to
visit my Constituency shortly, I am one
who believes that this visit is long overdue.
I believe his visit to the smailer Territories
will go a long way towards selling the fed-
eral idea.

Mr. Sinanan: Have you asked the
Prime Minister if he is travelling in a
banana boat ?

DEFENCE (AMENDMENT) BILL

To “amend the Defence Act, 1958, pre-
sented by the Prime Minister and rcad a
First time.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH

Debate on the Address

Order read for resumption of debate on
the following Motion moved by the Deputy
Prime Minister on the 18th November,
1959 —
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Monday, 7th Deéember, 1959

“That a Message of Thanks be presented to
His Excellency the Governor-General for his
Gracious Speech delivered to both Houses of
the Legislature.

Archdeacon Lennon (Middlesex, Ja-
maica): Mr. Speaker, on our side some
of us seem to be silent Members, but I
would like to say it is not so much that
we are silent but that we are not supposed,
or prepared, to say anything without
orders. We are under orders and when
anyone has said sornething already, then
we need not say anything more whether
he be an Archdeacon or anything else. We
are orderly people and take orders from
him who gives them.

It is good to listen. It is good to listen,
for if we listen we learn quite a lot. Many
of us say quite a lot and don’t take time
to listen. I believe in listening, and I be-
lieve there is no need doing anything that
anyone can do for me, and so I save my
time and energy to do something that he
couldn’t do for me.

This afternoon we are here to give
thanks for the Gracious Speech from the
Throne. First of all, I want to say a big
“thank you” to His Excellency the
Governor-General for the marvellous
Speech he read so nicely to us. It is full
of food for thought and we hope that it
will be put into action together with sug-
gestions which we will put np here this
afternoon. I am going to speak a bit
generally. Others will speak most speci-
fically. I want first of all to say something
abont the West India Regiment.

Sometime last month the Governor-
General was in Jamaica to see the passing-
out parade of the first batch of recruits of

the West India Regiment — the wonderful
deportment, efficiency and smartness of
those men and all that went with that
Parade was a wonderful exhibition of what
we can produce in men.

I would like to see more men from differ-
ent Territories being recruited for this
great venture. There are many more
young men around — I see so many lusty,
strong, fine-looking young men who have
practically nothing to do, wasting their
tirne which conld be better used in being
trained for military service. I would sug-
gest not ouly that more men be recruited
from the different Territories but that bet-
ter military training be given our scholars
m schools and colleges.

When we see the slackness of discipline
in some of our schools, the disorder and so
on, we seem to think that it would be
better if many of these young people were
trained from their childhood, in the way
they should go, for we know that when
they grow older they will not depart from
it.

And so I would snggest that in The
West Indies, military training be given to
more of our young men —

The Prime Minister :
cut one another’s throats!

So that they

Archdeacgn Lennon : — so that they
would be more orderly in time to come.

I would like to say something about
education. Education in The West Indies
is not stressed very much; I didn’t see
much of it in the Throne Speech, though
I think it is embodied and we are very glad
to see the activity of our Minister for
Social Affairs whose Portfolio embodies
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education. 1 know she is interested and I
know that everything will be done to fur-
ther this subject. We should like to see it
embodied not ouly in Social Servees but we
should like to see a special Ministry of
Eduecation and we would like to see in our
Federal Parliamnet a Minister of Educa~
tion,

T would like to ask what is being done
abont the Federal Education Adviser:
Is he doing the job that he came
down here to do, or is he more like
a  clerk without an opportunity of
going around giving all the necessary
help that can be given and that is so
much needed in this Federation ? Is he
being used in that way ? He could go
around and give much wonderful help;
special students could be selected for Col-
leges and for our University. I think if we
use him in that direction —free to go
aboul, free to act, free to carry out the
great work which we thought he came
down herc to do, I think he would he mak-
ing a wonderful contribution to the Fed-
eration as a whole,

We talk a lot about education in The
West Indies. We think of the other places
of the worid, we think of Ghana and
1 reria and of the other places that have
gone forward. We think they have paid
better attention to education than we pay
today. Speaking from experience gained
in Africa for many years, I know of the
way in which students have been gath-
ered from diffcrent tribes and sent to the
different parts of the world — United
Btates, United Kingdom, India, and other
places. Today we see the result of that.
Ghana has received indcpendence, a young
country comperatively to some of the
West Indian islands.

Debate on the Add
December, 1969

It was West Indians who went ¢
and helped them to become what |
and I am speaking from experien
Nigeria : Nigeria in a very little v
become an independent nation — 1
next year. West Indians have h
make them what they are or wil
think men like Blackett from Bar
it was in the Ibo country in Nige
Blackett was the founder of ed
Then take men like Binger, Bro
Llewellyr. We think also of Th
Hart, Jones, Simpson and others,
tell you that these people, with son
have played a wonderful part
Nigeria and Ghana on the map.

I think if we would give more
more time to education, to help th
promising youths so that they majy
only to be trained by other people
Unit Territories in the Federation
out promising students to be traine
they would be able to come back to
help us to prepare this great natios

I wish also to touch omn the

Capital. I touch on it because it s

have been put in abeyance and we

even know where we ave. It is time fuav we
people of the Federation know where this
capital is going to be built, when it is going
to be built, so that we 1ay live to see the
Capital established if we cannot have it
in Trindad in connection with which there
seems 1o bc some difficulty. We love Tri-
nidad; we are here. Is this the Fed 1
Capital, Port-of-Spain? Or are we going to
have a place in Trinic_. | that we can say is
the Federal Capital? And if we cannot
have it here in Trinidad, well then Trinidad
and Tobago are considered one Territory,
and T understand that Tobago is as beau-















































































































































