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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Friday, Tth July, 1944.

The Council resumed at 12 noor,
His Excellency the Governor, Sir
Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G., President,
-in the Chair.

PRESENT:

The President, His Excellency the
Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
"Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E.

. Hon Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E.,
K.C. (New Amsterdam).

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E.

. (Ge rgetown North).

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, K.C.
(Nominated).
The Hon. C. V. Wight, (Western

Essequibo).

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nom-
inated).

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo,
(Eastern Berbice).

O.B.E.
The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, 0.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves,
(Georgetown South).

O.B.E. -

COUNIL.  Frenchise Com:- Report 296

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacobs (North
Western District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The - Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo
River).

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated).

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 6th July, 1944,
as printed and circulated, were taken
as read and confirmed.

ORDER OF THE DAY
FRANCHISE COMMISSION’S REPORT.

The Council resumed the debates
on the following motion:—

WHEREAS the Report of the mem-
bers of the Franchise Commission
appointed on the 26th day of May, 1941,
has now been laid on the table, and
has also been printed and made public
for the information of the community
in general:

Be it Resolved, that the necessary
steps be taken by Government to give
effect, if so advised, to the recommenda-
tions of the said Commission but more
particularly to those relating to the
qualification of Electors or to make de-
cisions with respect to all or any of the
said recommendations.

The. PRESIDENT: I would just
like to express appreciation of the
debate yesterday. I am sure it will
be of the greatest value to Government
and to myself, epecially when I go
home at the end of the month to
London and take a copy with me to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Particularly I would like to express
appreciation to the hon. Member for
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New Amsterdam on the manner- in
which he put the various questions
before this Council, and to the hon. the
Second Nominated  Member  (Mr.
Austin) for bringing it to
our  attention that = the  speech
should be printed or typed and
circulated to Members and to the
public as soon as possible. That 1is
heing done. T shall proceed too at the
earliest possible moment to have a
complete report of this dehate pre-
pared by the . Official Reporters,
perhaps over the week-end, and a copy
sent around to Memhers hefore Gov-
+ ernment takes any further steps.

We now resumse the debate and I
have to call on the hon. Member for

Central Demerara to continue his
remarks,
Mr. De AGUIAR (resuming):

When the time came for the Council to
adjourn yesterday afternoon I was
dealing with a remark that was nade
by the hon. the Sixth Nominated Mam-
ber (Mr. Edun) concerning the likely
repercussions from Indians. The hon.
Member went on to say that he hopes
when the war is over he will Ye ready
to make a trip to England and also to
proceed to India. There is one thing,
sir, I am certain about—and I am
sure every hon. Member of this Coun-
cil will agree with me--and that is
this: " When the hon. Member leaves
this country on his journey he will
make sure that he takes with him a
return passage for British Gniana. Ije
said he is a British Guianese, and so
it is right and proper that he should
do so. I am sure we shall all welcome
him when he returns. But the warning
1 would like to give the hon. Member is
that as a British Guianese he must take

very great care and avoid mixing Tndian’

politics with British Guiana polilics.
And there is one thing too I wonld ask
him to do when he reaches India if he
wants to be of service to British Guiana,
and that is he should try to convince
Indian leaders, the leaders of Indian
thought, that in so far as rice is con-
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cerned the West Indian markets are
of comparatively little importance to
them but of vital importance to the
rice industry of British Guiana. If the
journey of the hon. Mewmber to Tndia
would be for that purpose, then 1 am
sure that he would be doing a very
great service to this country.

I referred to the fact that he wih
certainly be taking with him o retarn
ticket or passage, and I want to
support that statement by saying
that he is well aware, as inost of us are
here, that those Indians who did not
belong to this country, who were not
British Guianese but in respect of
whom this Government was responsible
for their repatriation— so the story
goes according to the information T
have—when they were repatriated a good
number of them were very glad indeed
to get back here. How many of them
were assisted to do so I am not in a
position to say. Some of them, I
believe, did come back but aquite a
large number of them remained. 1
think I am right in saying that quite
a large number of them regretted the
day they left this poor little country
of British Guiana. I mention this to
illustrate that after all this country is
not so bad to the people who are born
in it. Tt is not so bad to those even
who are brought here hecause when
the time comes for them to leave us,
they are most anxious to return and
stay with us if possible for ali time. T
cannot help but regard the remarks
made by the hon. Memher as a veiled
threat. It is certainly not a veiled
threat to the people of this country. I, as
a resident, as a colonist, as a Member
of this Council, refuse to accept it
as a threat; but, sir, it is not enough

for me and me alone and those like
myself to refuse to regard it as a°
threat and allow the matter to rest

there.

The purvose of this debate is to
bring to Your Excellency’s notice what
is operating in the minds of the peonle
of this community so that when you
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It is therefore ieft to the people
of the Colonies to decicdle what they
feel they should have in regard to their
own country. Consequeatly, what may
have been done in Ceylon or anywhere
else, which by the way has not been
successful, must not necessarily be
accepted by us. I cannot understand,
and it seems so inconsistent to hear at
one time “We want to think for our-
selves, to speak for ourselves, tn have

our own views” and at another time
“Tt is done in Ceylon and why not
Lere,” in spite of our reading of

the non-success of these proposals in
another place. On the question of the
female sex having a voice in the Leg-
islative Council, T am ¢lad to find that
the majority report—and I think the
cther reports agree too—recommends
that the female sex should be allowed
to be represented in this Council. T am
glad to see once more that something
which has been done and exists in the
Town Council is being accepted by the
Legislative  Council. In the  Town
Council women are not only eligikle as
voters but to sit on that Body. There-
fore, in making that recommendation
here T am glad to find the Town Coun-
cil heing unconsciously used as an
example for the purpose of this recom-
mendation. On the gquestion of fran-
chise, T omitted to mention
whether adult suffrage should be taken
now or not. The hon. Member for
Essequibo River made reference to
_.Trade Unions, but I observed that this
report is signed by a member who is
President of the Trades Union Council!
and Vice-President of the British Gui-

ana and West TIndies I.abour TUnion
Congress.
Mr. JACOB: When the report was

signed he was not President of the
Council. Tt is a new body of which he
is- President now.

Mr. GONSALVLES: I think the
honourable Member wonld be correct,
in saying that when he signed this
report he was a member of this Com-
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mission, - had attended the meetings,
had heard the evidence of the different
withesses, had formed his own conclu-
«ion and was only waiting for the day
to put his signature to the report. If
that is so, the signature confirms the
opinion of one who at that time was a
member of the Trades Union Council
and a representative of the Trade Unions
in this Colony. He cannot get behind
that.

Mr. JACOB: T would like to refer
the honourable Member to Appendix A
page 16 where he will see those who
were the representatives of the Unions.

Mr. GONSALVES: I do not pro-
pose to bother with interjections made
on points which carry the matter no
further than what I have stated. 1
know that I have stated what is a true
fact. With regard to the questions which
have been put, to my mind if they had
been answered by the individual Mem-
bers who had spoken it might have
shortened to some extent the debate
which has taken place, because a good
deal of it has come from not answer-
ing the real questions which had been
put. I do not propose to take up too
much time because so much has been
said about franchise, and the report
which is before us this afternoon is
so full that I hardly think much
more dixcussion is needed. Some of the
members who signed the report did not
attend the meetings of the Comimission
regularly. The questions given I have
noted. They are—

“l, What are ihe necessary steps to
be taken?

2. Who are empoweresl by constitu-
tional practice to take those steps
or to determine what action
should be taken?

3. Is this Council authorized to advise

on the subjecis?”

It seems that the answers to these
guestions ought to be given hy the Law
Officers of this Government or His
Majesty’s Government. I cannot s=ee
that this Council can advise on that
matter.
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Council be
election

should this

“4. If not,
dissolved and a general
I

follow immedliately?

My answer is, “Following the
recommendations in this report, whether
by the majority altogether or amended
by the minority, whatever is done that
question should be settled first, and when
the new Register has been prepared
then an election may be held with the
Legislature having a new Council under
the new franchise.”

“5. Would those mnot now on the
register hut who may he said to
Le tolerably certain to be affected
be entitled to have a voice in
making or shaping these decisions?”

My answer is “Yes, that ought to

be bl
“6. Does not this entail a new elec-
toral register?”
My answer is “Tt necessarily fol-
lIows that there must be a rew

register.”

“7. Is this register to be compiled on
the bhasis of the extended or
widened franchise as recommended
by the majority report?”

My answer is “Yes; it must be
compiled on the basis of an extended
and widened franchise such as has been
suggested.” Those are my answers to
the questions put by the hon. mover.
Your Excellency had irtimated that
Members who had spoken had not
replied to those questions, and I rather
gathered that you much preferred to
have the views of Members on any
particular point put to them. Those
are my answers without any com-
promixse.

The hon. Member wants to know
whether the Legislative Council is
qualified to make recommendations
regarding the change of the Constitu-
tion. T think this Council is qualified
to make any changes. At least
if it cannot do so itself it can put
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up recommendations for that purpose.
I think that if the idea is o give the
Council wider powers it should have
some voice in regard to any change
that may take place. As a matter of
fact, the recent changes with regard
to the removal of Official Members were
made, if not directly by this Counecil, at
feast with the sanction of the Council.

The next question is the necessity
of consulting the electors. My view is
that T do not think it is necessary at
this stage. The question of the fran-
chise has been discussed for quite a
long time—over two years—and the
electors have had every opportunity to
express their views. In fact. thev have
had representation on the Commission.
Eleven Members of this Council were
members of the Commission, and if the
people in the districts which those Mem-
bers represent have not given their
representatives a direct mandate, or
have not seen fit to hold meetings of
their own in order to give them direc-
tions, I cannot see that at this stage it
is necessary to consult +hem. I take
it that the electors must have great
confidence in their representatives in
view of the fact that they left it to them
to express their views and to come to
decisions on this important matter.

The last question asked by the hon.
Member was: If those factors were to
be considered, was a new register to
be prepared? My answer is “Yes.”
The question of time does mot affect
the matter very much, because in any
case the law would hav2 to be amend-
ed, and if there is this clamour for
greater representation those people
would have an opportunity fo exercise
the franchise, which it hkas been
stressed they should have. Therefore,
the time spent in preparing the mnew
register would be justified. I canmot
agree that it would %e the correct
thing to dissolve this Council now and
let the present register be used for the
purpose of deciding whether we should
have a new franchise. What are we
to go back to the electorate for? To

















