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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

FrIDAY, 18th OCTOBER, 1946.

The Council met at 2 p.m., the Hon.
E. G. Woolford, O.B.E., K.C., Deputy
President, in the Chair,

PRESENT :

The Deputy President, the Hon. E. G.
Woolford, O.B.E., K.C., (New Amsterdam)

The Hon. the Colonial Secretarv, Mr.
W. L .Ileage, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, Mr.
W. O. Fraser (acting).

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Esse-
quibo).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomin-
ated).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B E. (Dem-
erara-Essequibo).

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E.
(Eastern Berbice).
The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E.

(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. 1.
(Georgetown South).

Gonsalves, O.B.E.

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber-
bice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western
District).

The Hon.
River).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

A. G. King (Demerara

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).
The Hon.
River).

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi-
nated).

The 1lon.
nated).

C. P. Ferreira (Berbice

W. J. Raatgever (Nomi-
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The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. H. Rahaman (Nominated).

The Hon. J. A. Vcerasawmy (Nomi-
nated).

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 17th of October, 1946,
as printed and circulated, were taken as read
and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

VERGENOEGEN LAND SETTLEMENT
SCHEME.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY com-
municated the following :—

MESSAGE No. 10

Honourable Members of the Legisla-
tive Council:

You will recall that in October, 1945,
this Council approved of the acquisition
of Plantation Vergenoegen cum annexis
for the sum of $78,600 for land settle-
ment.

2. A survey of the front lands of
the estates between the railway line and
the Essequibo River disclosed that cer-
tain pieces of these lands which are
privately owned are used for rice plant-
ing. The front lands of the estates are
to form the residential area of the
settlement and as planting rice in this
area will be harmful to the health of
the settlers, it is essential to acquire
these pieves of land.

3. Another piece of land privately
owned immediately south of the railway
line falls within the area to he re-
served for dairy cattle and it is necess-
ary to acquire this land also.

4. The lands were valued hy the
Government Valuer at $5,861.04. but the
prices asked by the proprietors were far
in excess of the valnation.

5. The matter was considered by
the Vergenoegen ILand Settlement Com-
mittee and while it was considered that
the proprietor’s prices were too high, the
Government valuation was thought too
low. The Committee advised that the
Commissioner of Locul (overnment
should see the owners and try to
arrange a fair price as they considered
it desirable that acquisition of the land
under the provisions of the Acquisition
of Land (Land Settlement) Ordinauce,
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No. 14 of 1943, should be avoided if
possible. The Commissioner of T.ocal
Government has accordingly interviewed
the owners and after long negotiations.
a price of $7,217.80 was agreed upon
which includes compensat on for all
ecnconut and fruit trees.

Two pieces of land north of the rail-
wayv line in the residential area w:ll he
laid out as house lots and may he sold
so that the purchase price can he
recovered but the pece ur land south
of the railway line wil! be retained and
will be rented for the u-e of dairy
cattle.

Mewmbers are therefore invited to
approve of the purchase of the lands and
to vote the sum of %7,217.80 therefor.

GORDON LETHTEM,
Go\ernor.

16th October, 1946

GOVERNMENT NOTICES.

VERGENOEGEN LAND SETTLEMENT
SCHEME.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY gave
notice of the following motion :—

That. with reference to Governor's
Messuge No. 10 dated 16th October, 1946,
this Council approves of the purchase
of certain lands at Vervenoegen for
$7,217.80.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

TowN AND CouUNTRY PLANNING BILL.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved
the first reading of a Bill intituled :

“An  Ordinance to make provision
for the orderly and progressive develop-
ment of land, cities, towns and other
areas whether urban or rural, to pre-
serve and improve the amenities there-
of and for other matters connected there-
with.”

Mr. CRITCHLOW seconded.
Question put and agreed to.

Bill recad s first time.
WORKING CrAass HousinG BILL.

Council resumed the debate on the
second reading of a Bill intituled :

“An Ordinance to make provision
with respect to the housing of persons
of the working class and lor purposes
connected therewith.”
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : 1 wish
to point out that Mr. Laing. Commissioner
of Local Government and his Dcpartment
will, no doubt, in the course of time, have
a ercat deal to do with the operation of this
Bill. Mr. Laing is not, of course, a Mem-
ber of this Council, but if hon. Members
think they should hear him at this stage—
bzfore you make any contribution to the
second reading—it is a matter entirely for
yourselves. Mr. Laing will be ready—I do
not know at what stage—but the point is
if hon. Members wculd like to hear him on
tne Bill before they make their contribution,
they could do so. I have no objection to
doing so, and perhaps Mr. Laing’s remarks
might avoid criticism.  Perhaps  hon.
Members will spcak the whole afternoon,
and in that case I would like Members to
indicate what they desire to do. He (MTr.
lLaing) cannot anticipate when we would
be finished.

Mr. JACOB : I think the best course
would be for Mr. Laing to hear criticisms
and reply to them. He has been respon-
sible in a large measure for the preparation
of this Bill and unless he hears what hon.
Members of this Council have to say he
would just be repealing his own views,
perhaps. 1 am prepared to go on now.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : Would
any other Member like Mr. Laing to speak
first ?

Mr. FERREIRA :

I prefer to hear
Mr. Laing today.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: So do I.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The
hon. Member for North Western District
prefers the other course.  As there is no
general uniformity as to what should be
done, I think the best course is to let hon.
Members make their own contributions.

Mr. JACOB : I am most anxious
tnat we should proceed with this Housing
Bill.  The housing situation is an acute
problem not only in this Colony but in other
parts of the world and, particularly, in
Great Britain. I am a little surprised that
in this Colony we have not made much
progress in this matter up to the present
time. I do not know if I can say that we
have made some progress. I do not share
that view, but perhaps other Members
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sre to be used as residential sections. On
examination of the estate after its acquisi-
tion, it was found that certain pieces of
land which were privately owned and which
fell within the residential arca were being
cultivated with rice. I am advised by the
Public Health Authorities that it would be
harmful to the health of the settlers if Tice
cultivation is permitted within the residen-
tial atea and I therefore applied to Govern-
ment for permission to acquire these lands.
Nepotiations were started and we have now
reached agreement as to the price of these
lands, and that is the sum which this Coun-
cil is now being asked to provide. That sum
is $7,217.80. If this Council approves of
the purchase of these lands, the area will
be Iaid out in house lots of one-fifth of an
acre e¢ach and those lots would provide
additiona! accommodation for our settlers.
I do feel, sir, that if we are to establish this
seitlement along proper lines and if the
health of the settlers is to be safe-guarded,
we must acquire these lands for the reason
that they are in the residential area and are
required for the purposes of house lots for
our settlers.

. The hon. Member for Georgetown
Central (Mr. Percy Wight) made a state-
ment . in connection with the last
debate when he prophesicd that we
would have had to come back for more
money for this scheme, but I can repeat that
this is not an excess of the original estimate.
We have expended the amount voted for the
purchase of these estates and for the laying
out of the lands for the Land Settlement
Scheme. This sum is in addition to the pur-
chase money and is needed for these house
lots, and particularly because we cannot
expect the settlers to be healthy in a residen-
tial area where rice is being cultivated. We
were advised by the Public Health Authori-
ties that the cultivation thcre would be
harmful to the health of the seftlers. 1
therefore commend to this Council the
motion which has been moved by the
Colonial Secretary and would ask that the
purchase of these lands be approved.

The Deputy President has directed my
attention to the fact that it would be neces-
sary to provide Tice Jands for the persons
now planting rice in the residential area and
these would be provided in the cultivation
section of the scheme, 1 may mention for
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the benefit of hon. Members here that we
have been able during the short time
these estates have been in our possession, to
put under cultivation some 690 acres in the
cultivation section from which rice is now
being reaped and is showing a very satis-
factory return.  When these persons are
dispossessed, if this Council approves, other
rice lands would be provided for them in
the cuitivation section and the Settlement
can invite them to become settiers and a
part of the Scheme.

Mr. JACOB: I desire to second the
motion. I, like the hon. Member for
Georgetown Central, thought that more
money would have been necessary. Land
Settlement schemes, like Housing schemes,
require a Jlot of money — possibly
$10,000,000. The additional lots now
being purchased are required for residential
purposes and, as already stated, the people
dispossessed would get lands in the cultiva-
tion section of the scheme, The Com-
mittee is endeavouring to improve Vergenoe-
gen as a whole and I am a little surprised
that certain Members do not appreciate
what is now being done,

Mr. ROTH: His Excellency the Gov-
ernor has put up a very good case, but the
Message has left out a somewhat important
feature and that is, how much land are we
going to get for this $7,200 ? "What is the
acreage ?

Mr. LAING: Very nearly 28 acres.

Mr. LEE: Although I am not a member
of the Land Settlement Committee, having
a knowledge of this district I commend the
purchase of these lands to this Council, but
I would ask the Commissioner of- Local
Government that in acquiring these lands
and in distributing them as house Iots
the sellers be given the right of first purchase
of the Jots on which their fruit trees are
situated. Some of them have these lands
by transport and have planted fruit trees on
them. Now that they are selling to the
Government it is but right that Govern-
ment should give them the first right of
purchase of the house lots.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Just for the
purpose of explanation! The Committee
may sell some of the lots to recover some of
the purchase price, I would ask
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