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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Cnnstitutcd under thr lfritish Guiana 

(Constitution) (Tempora.ry Pro'ViBions) 
Order in Goimcil, 1953.) 

FRIDAY, 27T:I APRIL, 1956. 

The Council met at 2 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

His Honour the Speaker, Sir 
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

Ex-Officio Membera :-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. M. S. Porcher, (Acting). 

'l'he Hon. the · A ttomcy General, 
Mr. C. Wylie, Q.C., E.D. 

The Hon. the Financial Sec'l.·etary, 
Mr. F. W. Essex. 

Nominated Members of Executive 

Council:-

The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid, 
C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul·
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Me!!t .. 
ber for Labour, Health and Housing). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall ('Mem­
ber for Communications an<l Works). 

The Hon. G. A . C. Farnum, O.B.E. 
(Member for Local Government, Social 
WeJfare and Co-operative Develop· 
merit). 

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj. 

Devuty Speake1·: 

Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 

Nominated Officials:-

Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Mr.. J, I. Ramphal. 

Nominated f.inofficials :-­

Mr. T. Lee. 

Mr. W. A. Phang. 

M:r. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G. O.ll.E. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Mr. E. F. Correia. 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb, 

Mr. H. Ralittman. 

Mii-is Gertie. H. Collins. 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 

:\Ir. n. B. J a ila l. 

Clerk of ihe Legislature­

Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 

A11sistant Clerk of the Legislature­

Mr. E. V. Viapree. 

.4/Jsent 

The Hon. R. C. Tello 

TNe Hon. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.,-
011 leave. 

Mr, Sugl'im Singh. 

The Speaker read prayers. 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Wednesday, the 25th of 
April, 1956, as printed and circulalcd, 

· were taken as read ·and confirmed.

ANNO
l

jNCEMENT 

MR. Luck.HOO EXCUSED

l\Ir. Speaker: Application has been 
made by the hon. Mr. Luckhoo for leave 
to be absent from today's meetinR". 
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PRESENTATION OF REPORTS & 
DOCU;11ENTS 

TEACHERS' SALARIES STRUCTURE 

The Chief Secretary (Mr. M. S. 
Porcher, acting) : 1 beg to lay on the 
the table: 

The Trading .:.md Profit :and Loss Ac­
count and the Balance Sheet of the Kama­
rang (Imbaimadai) Trade Store for the 
year ended 31st Decembe1·, 1955. together 
with the Director of Audit's certificate and 
report there1m. 

Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1955--Salaries 
Structure for Prima!')' School Teachers. 

Annual Report of the Georgetown and 
and New Amsterdam Fire and Ambulance 
Services for the year 1955. 

In connection with the Sessional 
Paper dealing with teachers' salaries, I 
am F.uggesting, if hon. Members wish 
it, that a special meeting of Finance 
Committee be held :1ext week to discu.:;s 
the financial implications of the pro· 
posals. The Finan".!ial Secretary has ex­
pressed agreement with the suggestion. 

FINANCJAL SECRETARY REPLIES TO 

WELCOME 

The F'inancial Secreta.ry (Mr. Es� 
sex): ·with Your Honour's permission, 
.'.la this is the first occasion on which l

have the privilege of rising to speak 
in this Council, I would like first to 
say a. few words wh!ch are not relevant 
to the item of business before the Coun­
cil. First of all, I would like to thank 
Your Honour sincerely for your words 
of welcome when I took my seat in this 
Council for the first time a few days 
ago. Then I would crave the guidance 
of Your Honour's wise experience, 
particularly while I am new to the cus- · 
toms and usages of this Council. 

T would also like to thank tli0se 
hon. Members I have been able to meet. 

for the personal kindnec;s they have 
shown me. I hope t11at all Members will 
treat with tolerance any ganoheries I

1;erpetrate. and r believe that they arise 
from a lack of knowledge on my part 

and not any desire to offend. In short, 
sir. I hope that I ::;hall find the power to 
get mrself early accepted by hon. Mem­
bers as being worthy to join their dis­

tinguished company. 

I now beg leave to lay on the table: 

Minut.es of Meeting of Finance Com·­
mittee held on 9th March, 1'956. State­
ment of Loans from voted expr.nd­
diture written off during the period ended 
31st December, 1955. 

Schedule of Supplementary Estimates 
for the months of January to March, 195G. 

s:,r Frank McDavid (Member for 
Agriculture, Forests. Lands and Mines) : 
I beg to la.,· on the table:-

The Trading ::.nd Profit and Loss Ac­
count and the Bafance Sheet as at 31st 
December, 1954, of the Government Pro­
cessing Factory, together with the Direc­
tor of Audit's certificate and report there­
on. 

Report of the Inter-departmental 
Committee on Rice Farmers (Security of 
Tenure) legislation, 

Mr. l{end'all (Member for Com­
munications and Works) : I beg to l�y 
on the tabll' : 

Report of the Director of Audit on 1.he 
Accounts of the Transport and Harbotns 
Department for the year ended 31st 
December, 1954, together with a certified 
copy of the Financial Statements ">f the 
Department for that year. 

Mr. Farnum (Member for Local 
Government, Social Welfare and Co-op­
erative Development) : I beg to lay on 
the table: 

Annual Reports of the Prisons Depart� 
ment for the years 1953 and 1954, 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

INTRODUCT!{)N OF BILUl 

The Chief Secretary : I beg to 
give notice of the introduction and 
first reading of the following Bills:-· 

A ,Bill intitul<!d "An Ordinance to 
amend the Promiss·ory Oaths Ordinance," 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance fur­
ther to amend the Estate Duty 01·dinance 
to transfer the functions of the Registrar 
thereunder to the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue.'' 

A Bill intituled ''An Ordinance fur­
ther to amend the Deceased Persons F.s­
ta tes' Administration Ordinance." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance further 
to .a.mend the Tax Ordinance." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to pro­
vide £or the pensions of Officers whose 
service in Government has been combined 
with service in ;:e;ofain Health Services cir 
the New Amsterdam Fire Brigade." 

The Financial Secretary : I beg to 
give notice of the introduction and first 
reading of a Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to moneylend�rs," 

Sir Frank McDavid (Member for 
Agriculture, Forestc;, Lands and Mineo): 
I beg to give notice of the introduction 
and finit reading· of the following 
Bills:-

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to

regulate fishing in the waters of the C.:il­
ony." 

A Bill intituled ''An Ordinance to 
make further provisions for the acquisition 
of lands to be used for the purposes of 
land settlement." 

This latter Bill was first published 
on the 23rd July, 1955, and was giveH 
its first reading at the last session of 
the Council. It has since been re-pub­
lished on the 21st April, l!J.56. 

Mr. Cummings (Member for Lab­
our, Health and Housing) : I beg to 
give notice of tl1e introduction and first 
reading of the following Bills:-

A Bill intitulecl "An Ordinance to 
make better provision for the control o! 
the professio n of pharmacy and the ti·8de 
in drugs and poisons." 

A Bill intitulecl '·An Ordinance to con­
solidate .and amt!ncl the law relating tc 
opticians". 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance further 
to amend the Public Health Ordinance 
with respect to the constitution of the 
Central Boar.d :,f Health." 

A Bill intituled "An 0; dinance 
to amend the Faclories Regul.1tions (Vali­
dation) Ordinance, 1955.'' 

NOTICE O.B' MOTIONS 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES-JANUARY 

MARCH, 1956 

The Financial S-ecretary: I beg to 
give notice of the following motion;­

"Be it resolved: 
That this Council approves of, the Sup­

plementary Estima·tes for the months of 
January 1.o March, lfl56, totalling $47,047.�5, 
which have been laid on the table." 

. LAND TENURE AND REGISTRATION or

TlTLES 

Sir Frank M'cDavid (Member for 
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and �ines): 
I beg to give notice of the following 
motion: 

''Be it resolved: 
That with reference to Sessional Pap­

er No. 1 of 1956 this Cotmcil approves of 
the acceptance in principle of the Report 
of the Land Tenure and Registration of 
Titles Conunittee, anct in particular ::tp­
proves of the introduction in Council !\£ 
the legislation as proposed in the Session­
al Paper.'' 
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CONTINUANCE OP RICE FARME'Ril 

(SECURlTY OF TJo�NURE) ORDINANCE 

1I also beg to give notice of the 
following motion:-

"Wh ereas by Resolution No. XXXJ.V 
of the Legislative Council passed on the 
25th d;zy of April, 1947, the Rice Fann­
ers (Security of Tenure) Ordinance, 1945, 
was continued in force up to the 30th day 
of April, 1951; 

And Whereas by Resolution No. XXXI

of the Legislative Council passed on the 
9th day of March, 1()51, the said Ordin­
ance was continued in force up to the 
30th day of April, 1954;

And Whereas by Resolution No. vm 
0£ the Legislative Council passed on the 
1st day of April, 1954, the said Ordinance 

. was continued in force up to the 30th <la,y 
of April, 1955; 

And Whereas by Resolution No. I 0£ 
the Legislative Council passed on the 29th 
day of April, 1955, the said Ordinance was 
continued in force up to the 31st day cf 
October, 1955;

And Whereas by Resolution No. XVIII 
of the Legislative Council passed on the 
19th dzy of August, 1955, the said Ordin­
ance continues in force up to the last day 
of April, 1956; 

And Whereas it is des irahl.e that the 
said Ordinance should continue in force 
£or a further period: 

Now, The.refore, Be ,rt Ra.�lve<l th"t 
the Rice Farmers (Security of Tenure) 
Ordinance, 1945. shall continue in force for
a further period ·until the 31st <lay of Oc­
tober, 1956." 

As noted on the Order Paper, I 
have been authorized by His Excellency 
to move a suspension of the relevant 
Standing Rule and Order to enable L1e 

to move this motion later on today. 

UNO'.FFICIAL NOTICES 

CONSTITUTION - ROYAL COMMISSION 
URGED 

Mr. Lee : I beg to give notice o·f 
the following motio!) :-

''Whereas His Excellency the Gover­
nor's .announcement of the details of Her 
Majesty's Government's proposals for in­
troducing an elected elememt into the 
Legislature and Executive of the Colon�·· 
has been received with general dissatis­
faction among the people of the Colony; 

And Whereas the people of the Col­
ony are particuhtrly concerned that they 
were not afforded an opportunity of ex­
pressing their views in the matter: 
Be it resolved: 
( i) That this Council recommends 

that His Excellency the Governor be 
requested to info.rm the SecretaTy 
of State of the general dis.satisfaction 
among the people of the Colony fol­
lowing the announcement of the pre­
posed changes in the Constitution, 
and to ask for the a ppointment of a 
Royal Commisi:ion to visit the Col­
ony to a-scert:iin the wishes of the 
people and to make recommendations 
with regard to amendments to the 
Constitution. 

(ii) That the Secretary oF State be 
requested to �uspend further action 
on the proposal,; 11nnounced, pending
the submission of the report of the
Royal Commission."

NOTICE Of<' QUESTIONS 

COST OF. FEDERA'l.'ION DELEGATIONS 

Mr. Raaf'gever: I beg to give notice 
of the following question-

Will Government st:,te the cost of send .. 
ing-
(a) the delegation to the Conference on 

British Caribbean Federation held jn 
the United Kingdom during Febru­
ary, 1956;

(b) R delegation to the Conference of the
Standing Committee on Federation
to be held in Barbados during May 
this year.



CONTINUANCE f>F RICE FARMERS (SEG\Hi­
ITY OF TENURE) ORDINANCE 

Sir Frank McDavid: I beg to move 
the suspension of t.ile relevant Standing 
urders in order to move the moti.on f0r 
continuing in force the Rice Farmer:,, 
(Security of 'l)nure) Ordinance ,,f 
which I gave notice a few moment-; iigo. 

Mr. Cummings: 
the motion. 

I beg to second 

Question put and agreed to. 

Relev.ant Standing Orders suspend­
ed. 

Sir Frank McDavid: ln moving 
this motion I would recall to Council 
that on the lDth of August Inst year 
Council passed a resolution, No. 18, by 
virtue of which the C:'Xisting Rice Farm­
ers (Security of Tenme) Ordinance has 
been kept in force until the 30th of 
.August. At the time that motion was 
passed I gave the midertakin� in Cot:n­
cil that we would proceed with all speetl 
to prepare a new B1n. In pursuance 
of that a Commi1tee, a. departmental 
committee, was ar1iointed which, !lftu 
a. very arduous amount of work, has
produced a draft .. ,f the Bill. The Com­
mittee's Report has been tabled this af·
ternoon and the ?,ill, after some con­
sideration by the Government and mi­
nor revision, is now 1·eady. I have the
printed Bill here and I hope it wil1 he
published in th,1 Gm:etle tomorrow.
Well, of course, we must allow time for
study of this Bill. It is somewhat un­
usual in its charact<:-•r .Jmt I think it will
provide a new ml':tns of being fair both
to the landlord,; :,ml to the tenants.

Well now, to return to the motiou. 
Since the law under which we now opcr· 
ate will expire on the 30th of Apri.� I 
am now seeking Council's further ap· 
proval of the extension of this law un: 
til the 31st of Octobet', 1956. Ot 
course, if, as I hope, beb.,·een now awJ 

the 3h;t of October, 1V56 a new law is 
passed it will repeal the existing Jaw, 
so this motion is a tempoTary measure 
and subject to thE! enactment of new 
legislation. As I said, the new Bill is to 
be published tom or. ow, and I hope that 
all Members will give it due attention. 
as it will b":' a ,·;e�k or so before I will 
introduce it into this Council. I beg to 
move the motion. 

The Attorney General (Mr. Wylie): 
I beg to second the motion. 

ML Lee; I would like to say some­
thing about the tardiness of the hun. 
Member in bringing forward the new 
Bill. He has moved a motion and table<l 
a Re,port, but he has not st.ated the rea­
son for the dela.L What I would like 
the hon. Member and Government t<' 
remember is that the price of rice as 
fixed by the B. G. Rice Marketing Board 
nnd publisherl becomes effective on the 
J.st of Octolier and here we are going
to Irnve thrn Orclim:nce extended to thf,
31st of Octol,er. I do not think that this
is plRriDg: the game becaure, assnmin_q
for the sake of argument that thP rir,�
people desire to oppose the Bill, then
they would have to do so in the face
of the fact that the price of rice i1hs
akea.d,v been Ktatutorily fixed and
th(w would lose some advanbge in re�
ganl to theb· cro}Js, and loans made by
the millers.

In my opinion, it woulcl be prefer­
able if the Ordimmce were extended to 
ihe 80th of September, before ,vhtch 
date Go,·ernment \\'Oulrl xee that the 
final po"ition is t1ee:ided on. Tlrnt is 
why I am �ayil1g that the hon. Member 
i� not doing that which is right. The 
tenants han� to be considered as we\l 
as the laittllords. Tf the landlords ,le­
�ire an increa!'>c iil the rent of their 
lanclR thit; would have to be considered 
in the light of the price fixed b5· the 
Rice Marketing Boa rel 011 which the hon. 
Membe1', as Chairrrum of the Rice Devel­
opment Company, will have a voice. I 
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[Mr. Lee:] 
would like him to consider these things 
and, if necessary, ask for an extension 
of the 01·dinauce 1.o the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1956 insteRd. 

Mr. Raatgever : The hon. Mem­
ber, Mr. Lee, has suggested that certain 
factors ,are related to the fixing of the 
price of rice by the Rice Ma1·keting­
Board. I do not know what he means 
by that. The price of our rice is relat­
ed to the world price of rice. It has 
nothing whatever to do with the cost 
of production in British Guiana. As 
a rice-producing country we •are only a 
dl'O.P of water in the ocean, and I think 
that we are even lucky to obtain the 
world market priee. So the cost to the 
landlord or the producer here has no­
thing to do with the fixing of the prices. 
I agree with the hon. Member that the 
Member for Agriculture has been play­
ing with the sitm1.tion in coming here 
annually to have the provisions of the 
Ordinance extended-as I have pointed 
out before, on t\vo or three occasions­
but I am not going to lambaste him, this 
time, because he says that we have 
copies of the new draft Bill in front c.,f 
us. 

Sir Frank McDavid : I said, "the 
Report.'' 

Mr. Raatgever : "The Report'' -
which has no donbt :been taken into ac·· 
count in the preparation of the lle,v 
draft Bill that is to be published tomor­
row if time allows. I am going to give 
the hon. Member a chance, but that 
does not say I shall not come here and 
oppose it if I cannot agree with it. 

Sir Frank McDadd : If I may 
take the hon. Member up on the use of 
such an unfortunate word as "lambaste" 
with special referente to me: I am not 
sure whether it is English! On th�! 
other hand I understand what i� implies. 

I am sure the hon. Member, Mr. 
Lee, did not understand what I said 
when I moved the motion. In the first 
place, let me take up his accusation of 
tardiness. 'fhe resolution was passed 
on the 19th August, 1955, and in pur­
suance of what I said, and with the a.:,­
p1·oval of the Governor I appointed thi� 
shall I say technical Committee on th� 
25th August, B5.5. The .Committee 
submitted its Report on the 7th April, 
195G. If there is any tardiness, then 
one must blame the Committee, but I 
can assure hon. Members that the Com­
mittee spent hours and hours of time 
and any amount of labour in trying t!J 
produce a structure on which farme1:�· 
rents can be based. The1•e was no de­
lay; on many ocrasions the Committee 
worked far into the night on what I 
hope everyone will agree is a g·ood Bill. 
The Report was snhmitted on the 7th 
April and the draft Bill was li,anded to 
me on the 14th April. Today is the 
27th. Between the 14th and the 24th 
April the Ministry of which I hold the 
portfolio did all the work of getting it 
presemed to the Executive Council, con­
sidered and ap.provcd, and what is m01·� 
getting it vetted by the hon. the At­
turner General to whom I owe a gre�t 
debt of gratitude for putting in an enor­
mous amount of work. So I hope the 
hon. Member will withdraw his accusa­
tion of tardiness. I c.an ,assure him that 
an enormous amount of work has been 
clone. 

. Now on the q:iestion of the rela­
ti?11ship between rice prices and the 
Bill, may I say that I appreciate what 
the hon. Member, Mr. Lee was trying 
tc- convey. In his mind there is a dis· 
tinct relationship between the Bi11 and 
what mar be described as a method of 
fixing 1·ents and the prices ,vhich the 
producer 1,hould get for his padi. There 
is such a rela.tionsnip and therefore the 
1·emarks he made has some basis but ] 
,vii! sug�est to him that before �aking 
observat10ns of th.at sort that he studv 
very carefully the Report itself and 
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the terms of the draft Bill which I 
think, generally speaking, covers minol' 
increases in the value of padi. I fully 
appreciate his refe1·ence but he need not 
worry about it. I would ask him to 
study the Report. 

Sir Frank McDavid : Before the 
hon. Member speak'>, this is one point 
which I omitted to mention. The date, 
31st October has no particular reference 
at all. Members wm realise it is a six 
months' extension. If the new legisla­
tion is .adopted in June and is brought 
into forc-e at the end of June, let us say, 
then of course the l'Xisting law and this 
resolution die. It does not matter whe­
ther it i::; the 31st of October, the 30th 
of September, or the 31st December. 
The 31st of October has been named be­
ca use we assume that six months is a 
good time to be put into the resolution: 

Mr. Speaker : This is an import­
ant matter and the hon. Member will he 
allowed to make an amendment and to 
speak as concisely as he can. 

Mr. Rahaman : I l:Yeg to move an 
amendment to the resolve clau!::ie 0f the 
motion to the ,effect that the Ordinance 
shall continue in force for a further 
period ·until the 31st day of Decemb2r, 
1956. 

Mr. Spealrnr : A longer period? 

Mr. Rahaman: Yes, Sir, because 
�he reaping of the Autumn crop begins 
m October and the Ordinance states that 
all rents should be paid before 31st De­
c�mber. Ot_herwise it would be something
hke changing horses in mid-stream. The 
tenants know exactly what rents they 
have to pay to Lhe landlords and the 
landlords know exactly what they will 
receive from the tenants. I do not 
think it is right to end it in October 
when the Ordinance states tha.t all rent.;; 
must be paid by the end of December. 

Mr. Correia : l beg to second the 
amendment. 

Mr. Macnie : I have got the op­
portunity to ask a question of the hon. 
the :Men;ber for Agriculture before he 
replies: whether the Bill he speaks of 
is expected to be published shortly. 

Sir Frank McDavid: Tomorrow. 

Mr. Macnie : I want to ask him 
also, whether the I!.epo1t will be printed 
as well. 

Sir Frank McDavid: Well it has 
been published but 1 do not know that 
the Clerk of Council has arranged to 
have it printed. 1 am quite sure that 
most of it, if not all, will get into the 
Press. 

Mr. Macnie : lVIy point is that 
those concerned :,hould understand the 
Bill and should have an opportunity of 
reading the Report because, as I gather, 
the Bill is based on the recommenda · 
tions in the Report. It might be that 
the Report will be printed in the Gaz­
ette. 

Iu regard to the amendment 1 
would suggest, Sir, that the hon. Mem­
ber, Mr. Rahaman, leave the motion as 
it is, and the question of the operative 
date of the Ordinance can then be de­
bated when the Bill is before this Coun· 
cil. 

Mr. Lee : I agree with the hon. 
Member, Mr. 1VIacnie. If the Bill is 
passed before September 30, it would 
serve a very useful purpose to the in­
dustry. Every purchaser of padi would 
know exact!,,· what price he should pa.y. 
.and the producers would know what 
returns they should expect from 
their crops. The Bill should not 
come into operation unless there is n 
specific clause to that effect. As re­
gards the point raised by the hon. 
Member, Mr. Rahaman, I would point 
out that quite recently the Court of 
Ap.peal held in this Colony that in any 
case the farmer h,1s to pay the rent 



35 Rice Farmers (Secu1•1'ty 27TH APRIL, 1956 of Tenure) Ordinance 36 

["Mr. Lee:] 
fixed by the Ordinance, and it appeared 
'ihat the law had been wrongly inter­
preted previously. There can be 
no change in the rent fixed until 
next year, so that whatever rent 
has been fixed unde1· this O{din­
ance it will have to continue until next 
year at least. The new arrangement 
will cnme int.n effect from next vear. 
If Hie Rice Farmers (Security of Ten­
ure) Ordinance is examined, it will be 
seen that tho renb are fixed and are 
J}"d.yable in either Odoher, Novembe1· or 
December, and nothing can change that 
except an amendment of the Ordinance. 
I suggest, therefore. that we leave the 
Ordi1rnnce as it is. 

Sir Frank IVIcDavid : .,\gain J. should 
like to emphasize that the date in thi!,; 
resolution has no special significm:ce. 
The actual wording is correct and so, as 
the hon. Membe1·, Mr. Raatgever, ha� 
stated, the a.pp!i�ation 0f the new iegi:c· 
lation will depend H.r,on the law itself. It 
will depend on the Proclamation. I �n­
tirely agree with what the hon. Mem­
ber, Mr. Raatgever, h:1::1 said. Membe:rs 
have probably forr:otten tha.t the ,::rop 
year begins from May 1. It is true that 
the actual payment of rents is not due 
until December Hl, but the crop :veal' 
runs from the 1st. of May until th€-
30th of A'pril in the next year. This 
question of a change in the basis of the 
rentals has been on the tapis for a lnn�i: 
time. The Lee Committee considered 
the matter and Rscertained thHt th1.•re 

. were considerable hardships on both 
sides-that of fhe landlord and that 
of the tenant-and that there was 

. much need for a change in relation to 
the out-of-date mPthod of collect;ni 
rents in past yea1·s. Consequently. 
what; will be proposed in the Bill--.al\d 
iL will be a matter fo1· this Council to 
decide ,vhen the amendments come OO· 
fore it - is that t.hc rentals for the 
coming crop year- should npply as from 
the 1st JVIay, 1957. That is why I have 
bee11 very anxiou.� to get this repol't 
n11cl t.l1i,., Bill published before the :mth 
of April. I, personally, cuulcl do 11othing­
to stop it. . .but members of the Board 
telt that it woulcl be unreasonable �nd 
unrealistic to pass a law · now fixing 
rents which only begins to apply from 
the 1

1

st May, 1957. When the time 
comes I hope Members will support 
the idea that in !;0 far as these rent� 

are concern�d, the structure of the 
Onlin:,nce as rega 1�ds its application to 
zones might well apply to the coming 
crop year. 

Mr. Rahaman : With your permis• 
sion, Sir, I beg to withdraw my 
amendment - aft()r having heard the 
remarks of the hon. Membe1· for Agri­
l!ulture. 

Amendment withdrawn. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Speal,er : J. now adjouyn Coun­
cil until 2 p.m, ';11 Thursday next, ::\lay 8. 




